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MEMOIR 

OF 

MILTON'S  LIFE  AND  WRITINGS. 


Thjk  (celebrated  subject  of  tbis  Memoir  was  bom  Dec. 
0,  iM8.  His  father,  who  was  a  scrivener,  soon  after 
obtained  a  sufficient  fortune  to  retire  firom  his  pro- 
fession, but  resided,  at  the  birth  of  the  poet,  in  Bread- 
street,  London.  After  havinfr  received  considerable 
advantage  from  the  instructions  of  private  tutors, 
Milton  was  sent  to  St.  Paul's  school,  where  he  made 
a  remarkable  pn^^ress  in  classical  literature ;  and 
from  whence  he  was  sent  to  Christ's  College,  Cam- 
bridge.  In  1628  he  took  his  B.A.,  and  in  1992  his 
M.A.  degree ;  after  receiving  which,  and  declining 
to  take  holy  orders,  he  retired  to  his  father's  house  at 
Horton,  near  Colebrooke,  in  Buckinghamshire.  Dur- 
ing the  five  years  he  resided  here,  he  pursued  hii 
studies  with  an  ardour  and  diligence  which  have 
seldom  been  equalled ;  and  besides  making  many  ac- 
quisitione  in  learning,  he  produced  his  exquisite 
poems  of  Comus,  Lycidas,  and  some  other  minor 
pieces. 

About  the  year  1638,  his  mother  died,  and  he  ob- 
tained the  consent  of  his  father  to  make  a  tour  on 
the  continent;  he  accordingly  set  forth,  and  very 
few  travellers  could  be  found  possessing  the  qualifi- 
cations for  profiting  by  their  journey  wliicb  Milton 
had  acquired  in  his  retirement.  In  the  dilterent 
parts  of  the  continent,  therefore,  which  he  visited, 
be  was  received  with  the  greatest  attention  by  the 
most  celebrated  men  of  the  age,  and  he  returned  to 
England,  after  an. absence  of  fifteen  months,  with 
the  acquisition  of  many  honourable  friendships,  and 
an  important  addition  to  his  stock  of  knowledge  and 
accomplishments.  It  had  been  his  intention  to  pro- 
long his  tour  by  a  visit  to  Greece,  but  the  civil  com- 
Diuticns  which  preceded  the   establishment  of  thn 
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Commonwealth  were  commencing,  and  he  conceiTed 
it  his  duty  to  lift  up  hi«  voice  in  a  strujrgle  to  which 
his  love  of  liberty  gave  the  highest  interest. 

Almost  immediately  after  Cromwell  had  obtained 
an  established  ascendancy,  Milton  was  appointed 
Latin  secretary  to  the  government,  and  in  this  situ* 
ation,  besides  performing  the  proper  duties  of  his 
office,  he  disting^shed  himself  by  several  work* 
written  in  defence  of  republican  principles,  and  of 
the  conduct  of  the  men  who  had  rendered  them- 
selves most  conspicuous  in  the  late  contest.  Before, 
however,  he  acquired  this  situation,  he  passed  through 
some  troubles  of  a  domestic  nature,  which  it  is  pro* 
bable,  materially  influenced  many  of  his  subsequent 
feelings  and  opinions.  In  the  year  1643,  he  had 
married  the  daughter  of  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
Powell,  a  magistrate  ip  Oxfordshire.  Unfortunately 
for  the  parties,  they  each  belonged  to  factions,  over 
which  political  rancour  exercised  entire  control,  and 
Milton  had  scarcely  been  united  a  month,  when  his 
wife  requested  permission  to  visit  her  relatives.  She 
obtained  her  desire,  but  soon  after  intimated  that 
she  never  intended  returning.  This  circumstance 
gave  birth  to  our  author's  celebrated  writings  on  the 
8ul]riect  of  divorce ;  and  he  was  on  the  point  of  mar- 
rying again,  when  his  repentant  wife  sought  a  re- 
conciliation, and  she  was  restored  to  favour.  At  this 
time  also  he  took,  pupils,  and  by  the  income  he  thus 
obtained,  he  was  enabled  to  support  not  only  his 
family,  but  the  father  and  mother  of  his  wife,  who 
subsequently  suffered  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the 
royalist  party. 

About  the  year  1039,  after  having  been  for  some 
time  labouring  under  an  affection  of  the  eyes,  he 
was  aflUcted  with  the  total  loss  of  his  sight,  which  he 
never  recovered.  But  this  caused  no  diminution  to 
his  leal  for  learning,  and  as  soon  as  he  found  him 
self  free  from  the  burden  of  public  controversy,  he 
commenced  a  History  of  England,  which,  however, 
he  carried  no  farther  than  the  Norman  Conquest. 
He  also  prepared  some  portion  of  a  Latin  Thesaunu, 
which  was  published  in  the  Cambridge  Dictionary 
•f  1093.    But  events  were  about  to  happen,  which 
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hawtrer  inimical  to  the  temporal  prosperity  oC  Milton, 
were,  it  is  |nt>b«ble,  of  tiie  utmost  use  in  concen- 
trating tbe  powers  of  has  mind  on  an  olirj«ct  mui- 
ficiently  noble  for  their  employment.  By  the  reatora- 
tloB  of  the  royal  family  he  lost  his  oAce,  was  drirea 
'  into  obscurity,  and  was  for  some  time  in  honriy 
danger  of  suffering  for  the  actiTe  part  he  had  taken 
in  the  councils  of  the  revolutionary  government. 
But  fortunately  for  the  interests  of  Uteratnre,  his 
noble  genius  was  no  longer  to  be  occupied  in  the  de. 
fonoe  of  political  factitms,  or  in  the  preparation  of 
treaties.  He  was  henceforth  to  be  left  in  solitude, 
and  in  the  undisturbed  peace  of  his  obscure  home, 
to  hold  communion  with  his  own  spirit,  which  had 
been  gathering  strength  from  worldly  trouble,  and 
trith  tiw  great  and  awful  qpirit  of  trutih  which  eon- 
Terted  the  aplendid  workings  nf  his  imi^^inatioii  into 
rerdations  of.  her  hidden  glory.  The  conception  of 
tbe  Paradise  Lost  was  not  one  of  those  flashes  of 
g«niu8  which  it  would  be  impossible,  perhaps,  to  traca 
to  their  cause.  It  had  been  long  growing  and  d»> 
▼eloping  in  his  mind,  and  when  the  particular  form 
of  the  work  was  determined,  the  vast  and  glorious 
assemblage  of  thoughts  and  visions  which  had  been 
long  present  to  his  intellect,  arranged  themselves  in 
u  beautiful  und  perfect  order— the  creative  faculty  of 
the  poet  had  been  at  work,  and  it  wanted  but  the 
repose  which  is  necessary  to  judgment  to  connect 
imagination  with  design.  But  there  is  an  inspira- 
tion proper  to  the  highest  order  of  poets,  which 
Milton  enjoyed  in  a  supreme  degree,  and  the  posses* 
fion  of  which  he  signified  by  those  intimatiotts  he  sr 
fondly  gave  of  his  communion  with  pelestial  visitanto 
in  his  lonely  chamber,  and  in  the  stiHness  and  ixrt' 
ness  oi  the  night.  IVb  ttda  mysterious  elevation  of 
nature,  if  it  be  nothing  else,  or  to  this  divine  gift  of 
clear  intellectual  vision,  are  to  be  ascribed  the  deep 
and  solemn  tones  of  his  lyre,  the  grandeur  and  splen 
dour  of  his  representetions,  the  power  widi  which 
he  calls  up  from  the  unfothomable  depths  of  chaos 
and  eternity  spirits  of  good  and  evil,  the  glory  witli 
which  every  scene  and  object  he  describes  is  bedrop- 
ptd,  and  tho  calm  antlMnitative  language  with  wUcli 
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be  inculcatej  die  uncliangiiig  beauty  of  vircoe.  Wi 
have  here  alao»  it  may  be  conjectured »  a  reason  ^.vhy 
Paradise  Lostf  and  I  believe  it  has  been  cbe  case 
with  all  great  poems,  was  the  work  of  Milton's  de« 
dining  years.  It  wasprsduced  when  every  turbulent 
feeling  of  yoath  was  subsided;  wlten  experience 
had  bad  her  perfect  work,  and  when  bis  soiU  could 
listen  in  quiet  to  the  voice  of  the  charmer,  wisdom. 
Many  of  its  most  brilliant  passages  might  have  been 
produced  in  earlier  years,  but  it  could  only  be  when 
the  waywardness  of  thought  was  subdued,  and  the 
human  spirit  stood  free  from  temporal  hopes  and 
wishes,  that  it  could  bear  such  a  weight  (WT  glory; 
that  it  could  look  long  and  steadily  upon  the  miges- 
tic  vision  with  which  it  was  encompassed. 

Paradise  Lost  was  completed  in  the  year  I6G5,  when 
Milton  was  verging  towards  sixty.  He  had  at  that 
period  been  suffering  for  several  years  under  the 
distressing  deprivation  of  sight,  and  an  acute  gout, 
from  the  torture  of  which  he  was  seldom  free.  His 
fortunes  also  had  been  almost  continually  fluctuating, 
and  he  had  witnessed  as  many  domestic  changes  as 
fall  to  die  lot  of  most  men.  His  first  wife  died  in 
child-bed>  and  he  shortly  after  married  the  daughter 
of  a  Captain  Woodcock,  whom  he  lost  in  the  same 
manner  as  he  had  done  his  former  wife,  before  their 
noion  had  been  completed  a  year.  From  the  unpro- 
tected state,  however,  to  which  he  felt  himself  re> 
duced  by  his  blindness,  he  was  tempted  to  enter  the 
matrimouial  state  again,  and  he  married  a  lady  of  the 
name  of  Minshull,  who  survived  him.  While  these 
events  were  occurring,  he  changed  his  residence  to 
every  part  of  London,  till  at  length  he  finally  settled 
himself  in  a  house  in  Bunhill-row. 

Several  difficulties,  it  is  said,  were  found  to  preveat 
the  publication  of  the  Paradise  Lost  after  its  com 
pletion.  These  were  partly  owing  to  the  power  of 
the  licenser,  who  could  raise  whatever  objections  he 
chose  to  the  printing  of  any  work,  and  partly  to  the 
niggardliness  of  the  booksellers  and  the  character  of 
the  public  mind  at  the  period.  The  latter,  it  is 
probable,  was  the  greatest  obstacle  which  an  author 
In  titfiae  days  had  to  encounter.    There  was  no 
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nading  pqpnlace,  no  book-clubs,  |>Toyincia]  libraites* 
or  facilities  tor  circulating  literary  works  throofk 
the  maas  of  the  public ;  intelligence  was  in  general 
confined  to  the  small  portion  of  the  community  who 
wtre  possessed  of  fortune  and  talents,  and  the  pro 
dnctums  of  taste  had,  cuusequently,  to  wait  for  the 
slow  suGcession  of  those  select  readers  before  they 
could  obtain  a  decided  establishment  in  the  list  of 
cUsrical  works.  There  were,  it  is  true,  literary  pro* 
dttctions  in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second,  which 
acquired  a  reputation  that  might  be  called  popular, 
but  they  were  such  as  appealed,  by  their  ribaldry 
and  loose  sentiments,  to  the  lowest  of  men's  passions, 
and  were,  therefore,  equally  sure  of  vulgar,  as  of 
fashionable  attention.  The  poetry  of  Milton,  on  the 
oontrary,  touched  upon  no  topic  which  the  lewd 
qnrit  of  the  age  could  relish ;  it  fed  no  unhallowed 
desire,  perverted  no  principle  of  morality,  and  gave 
splendour  to  no  character  which  was  not  rendered 
illustrious  by  holiness.  The  comedies  of  the  most 
popular  authors  of  the  period,  and  the  licentious 
Tersea  of  the  wits  of  Charles's  court,  were  greedily 
deToured  by  all  classes,  but  no  purity  of  tasto  was 
required  to  enjoy  thcui,  and  no  depth  of  thought  to 
fathom  their  meaning.  Milton's  verse  was  a  magic 
stream  tiiat  had  music  for  but  few  ears,  and  die 
levity  axid  vicious  abandonment  of  the  times  had 
degraded  king,  courtiers,  and  people,  to  the  lowest 
character  of  vulgarity.  Hence  the  comparative 
neglect  which  attended  the  original  publication  of 
Paradise  Lost ;  hence  the  fear  of  the  bookseller  to 
give  more  than  five  pounds  for  the  copyright,  and 
the  slowness  of  its  sale,  compared  with  that  of  works 
infinitely  inferior  in  merit. 

When,  however,  these  circumstances  are  con- 
sidered, there  was  no  particular  bad  fortune  atteniing 
the  publication  of  this  poem.  It  was  sold,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  one  Simmons,  a  printer,  and  the  real 
wonder  is,  that  it  was  disposed  of  for  no  more  than 
five  pounds,  vrith  the  agreement  that  five  more 
should  be  paid  after  the  sale  of  thirteen  hundred  of 
the  first  edition,  and  the  same  sum  after  the  sale  of 
Ml  Buny  of  tibie  seoond ;  which  stipulation  was  also 
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to  extend  to  the  third  edition.  All  that  Milton  lived 
to  receire  was  ten  pounds,  as  he  died  toe  same  yeai 
the  second  edition  was  published.  It  la  impossible 
not  to  be  forcibly  struck  with  this  remarkable 
Gircamstance»  but  when  the  period  in  which  the 
work  was  published,  and  its  particular  character, 
are  considered,  its  reaching  to  three  editions  in  ten 
years  is  a  sufficient  proof  that  it  suffered  no  g^ieatei 
neglect  than  may  be  accounted  for  by  obvious 
causes.  In  the  history  of  literature  there  is  more 
than  a  single  instance  of  failure  which  the  im- 
fortunate  author  could  attribute  only  to  his  own  bad 
lock,  which  resulted  from  his  want  of  means  to 
make  his  work  known,  or  the  neglect  which  a 
production  of  the  greatest  merit  will  often  euffer, 
when  a  writer  has  not  the  advantages  of  a  pre- 
viously acquired  reputation.  Many  are  the  works  of 
genius  which  have  been  permitted  to  pass  at  once 
into  oblivion  from  some  such  causes  as  these,  and 
the  authors  of  which  have  pined  in  broken-hearted- 
nese  after  a  reputation  which  they  only  wanted 
some  favourable  accident  tu  receive,  possessing  ths 
golden  ore,  but  wanting  the  amalgam  that  should 
make  it  valuable  in  the  world.  But  Milton  lost  not 
a  particle  of  success  in  this  manner ;  the  times  were 
ag^nst  him,  not  fortune ;  and  his  labours  veere  as 
amply  rewarded  by  public  fame  as  any  author  of 
such  a  work  as  Paradise  Lost  could  have  expected. 

About  three  years  after  the  publication  of  Paradise 
Loet,  the  History  of  England,  which  had  been  vrritten 
many  years  before,  was  printed,  and  in  the  following 
year,  1671,  Paradise  Regained  and  Samson  Agonistes. 
The  former  of  these  poems  was  owing  to  the  advice 
of  Elwood,  a  Quaker,  who  had  been  a  pupil  o< 
Milton's,  and  to  whom  he  had  shewn  his  larger 
work  in  mannscript.  On  returning  it  the  former 
•bserved,  *  lliou  hast  said  much  of  Paradise  Lost, 
but  what  hast  thou  to  say  of  Paradise  Found  f 
'  He  made  no  answer,'  continues  Elwood,  in  his 
account  of  this  conversation,  '  but  sat  some  time  in 
a  muse ;  then  broke  off  that  discourse,  and  fell  upon 
another  subject' 

Tlie  temperate  mode  of  living  which  Milton  had 
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eaily  adopf^ed,  MTn^  » yreni^ ^  »■-.< 

by  a  ion((  ind  hni.-'-Ky  ij;?sf  uit  v.  * 

lierwUf iir.v  fimt,  .  o*-  his  ^eu-j.-  ^^  ; 

ooiMtilutivn  wiiic't  h a '1  never  been  mbosi  \  '  .n-^ 
oflfett*/*  iitlw  hare  rver  dulTVnJ  ■u  ki  >?«r>. 
thi:  T7':ir  .\vA  ten**  oi'  public  !•?•..  Fivin  w.:*i  >-~\ 
ku?w  •;  Mil'on'^  cliarACter  Ihoi-"  is  reMsnn  tn  tbj.-.r.  v 
lii'.'  iiie  i.riiiu.-t  v  paiwDas  ui  <  <ii  nan  '  •  v(.ri>,  froin 
tLv  hrst  daw  I.  -i-  ^uanlv  .'>i,  tntb>i:i.;:i  i?  'lii*  \f».soM  . 
There  "WAS  a  raliune»  nnd  trAI•q•lilUt^,  «q»  >Mi(irr.; 
to  If inrDiieiUi.  ir<' ■ '  -  •oi»\tii:*an'!  nn.f*uf  ir  •'■jvct^a 
nncere  and  constant  in  hia  ii>t.i;u.hi^->,  '  tt'*  ^  rote 
to  and  of  his  friends  with  classical  precision,  and 
seemed  to  find  a  greater  relish  in  the  intercourse 
when  the  learned  spirit  of  antiquity  asnsted  it. 
LoTe  of  woman  never  warmed  him  sufficiently  to 
make  him  for  a  moment  forget  the  severe  assertion 
of  authority*  and  in  his  character  of  child  and  father 
no  melting  tenderness,  no  irresistible  flow  of  domestic 
'oy,  entered  into  its  composition.  It  would,  perhaps 
oe  refining  too  much,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
this  austerity  of  nature  may  be  observed  in  the 
coldness  with  which  he  seems  to  have  regarded  the 
olgects  to  which  private  memory  gives  a  sanctity 
and  beauty.  His  poems  are  singularly  devoid  of  any 
occasional  interest  derived  from  this  source.  There 
aro  no  signs  of  that  deep  rich  stream  of  inner 
feeling  which  memory  nails  up  in  gentler  breasts. 
We  ^ear  him  uttering  no  lament  over  things  which 
have  passed  away,  because  they  were  associated 
with  some  home-thought,  or  old  familiar  object. 
Whenever  he  leaves  the  present  for  the  past,  it  is 
to  hasten  far  beyond  the  bounds  where  history  ceases 
to  have  a  daily  interest;  it  was  not  with  the  gene 
ration  of  his  fathers,  but  with  the  patriarchs  of  the 
world  he  held  communion,  and  when  his  heart 
warmed  at  any  recollection  of  the  past,  it  was  bik 
admiratiou,  not  his  sympathy,  that  wa-(  awakened 
The  ordinary  passions  of  our  natiurc  had,  t)i(trefore, 
not  much  influence  over  Milton.  Those  which  fever 
the  heart  had  little,  those  which  contract  it  had 
But  there  was  one  grand  and  mighty  feeling 
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..-    t ;    .  ■  .      V  y  of  strong  excitenwot 

.  .  a«i       jdued;  it  was  his  ardent 

..^flwity  aspiration  after  a  liberty 

f  render  all  men  equal  by  exalting  alL 

:quil  meditations,  in  the  loneliest  retire- 

mA  home,  when  oppressed  with  care  and 

...  -  jS,  and  wearied  with  liie  vicissitudes  of  fortune 

Jus  passion  was  still  as  burning  as  in  his  earliest 

youth;  the  evil  days  and  times  on  which  he   waa 

fallen  bowed  his  spirit,  but  diminished  not  its  thirst 

for  freedom;  and  when  he  saw  biff  fondest  hopes 

disappointed  in  the  destruction  of  the  commonwealth, 

he  appears  to  have  cherished  a  bitterness  of  feeling, 

as  well  as  a  heavy  wearing  sorrow,  that  must  have 

materially  assisted  in  shortening  his  days.    The  death 

of  this  illustrious  man  took   place  on   the  10th  of 

November,  1674,  at  his  residence  in  Bunhill-row.  Ha 

was  buried  in  St.  Giles's,  Cripplegate,  in  the  chancel 

of  the  church,  and  the  funeral  was  attended  by  a 

great  niunber  of  noblemen,  as  well  as  by  a  large 

concourse  of  the  populace.    In  1737  a  monument  was 

raised  to  his  memory  in  Westminster  Abbey,  and  a 

few  years  back  another  small  one  was  placed  in  the 

church  where  he  lies  interred. 

Milton's  person  is  described  as  of  the  middle  size, 
and  his  countenance  as  remarkable  for  mildness  and 
beauty  of  expression.  When  at  Cambridge,  he  was 
called  the  lady  of  Christ's  College,  and  there  is  an 
anecdote  told  of  his  having  captivated,  by  his  sin^pilar 
beauty,  the  heart  of  some  unknown  female  of  rank, 
who  happened  to  see  him  sleeping  under  a  tree.  In 
his  advanced  age  he  suffered  so  acutely  that  his 
hands  became  almost  deformed  with  chalk  stones, 
and  his  face  of  a  sickly  paleness.  His  habits  were, 
as  it  has  been  said,  extremely  temperate,  and  those 
of  a  diligent  student,  to  the  last  year  of  his  life.  He 
was  accustomed  to  retire  to  rest  about  nine,  and  to 
rise  at  four  in  the  summer  and  five  in  winter.  The 
first  thing  which  he  did  on  getting  up,  was  to  hear 
a  chapter  of  the  Hebrew  Bible  read  to  him;  he  then 
atadied  the  subjects  he  was  occupied  upon  till  twelve- 
after  which  he  took  an  hour's  exercise,  and  then 
dined.    With  playing  on  the  organ,  an  hour  or  two'a 


farther  study,  and  the       ''''     U  conreraatioii  with 
his  friends,  the  remainder  ••  day  was  conclnded, 

and  having  eaten  a  few  chvbii,  smoked  his  pipey 
and  drank  a  glass  of  water,  he  retired  to  rest. 

Milton  had  five  children ;  four  by  his  first  and  one 
by  his  second  wife ;  of  these,  the  three  danghten 
whom  he  had  by  the  former  survived  him,  the 
odiers  died  in  infancy.  The  last  surviving  of  the 
daughters  died  in  August,  1727.  She  was  married 
to  a  Spitalfields'  weaver  of  the  name  of  Clarke,  by 
whom  she  had  seven  sons  and  three  daughters/  Of 
these  (mly  two  had  children ;  and  there  is  at  present 
no  lineal  descendant  of  the  poet  living. 

But  I  turn  from  this  brief  review  of  the  poet's 
Ufe  to  as  brief  a  consideration  of  the  magnificent 
talents  by  which  his  immortality  is  established. 
The  genius  of  Milton  has  not  yet,  perhaps,  met  with 
its  proper  observer.  His  gront  fame  has  made  him 
too  sacred  an  object  in  the  eyes  of  general  readers 
to  let  them  think  of  any  thing  but  implicit  venera- 
tion;  and  the  men  of  letters  who  have  been  pro* 
fessedly  his  critics,  have  been  more  intent  on  cor^ 
recting  or  illustrating  the  text  by  their  learning 
than  on  unfolding  the  veil  which  partially  hides  the 
gnnu^eur  and  uncomprehended  beauty  of  all  true 
poetry.  Almost  the  only  one  among  them  who  has 
written  with  the  exprcsd  purpose  of  employing  a 
more  general  and  philosophical  species  of  criticism 
is  Addison,  a  man  of  elegant  taste  and  accom- 
plished mind,  but  possessing  little  of  that  depth  of 
thought,  or  vigour  of  intellect,  which  is  necessary 
to  the  character  of  a  critic.  Johnson,  again,  strong 
as  was  his  mind,  was  as  little  fitted  for  the  office 
he  had  assumed ;  for  he  was  as  deficient  in  depth 
of  perception  and  feeling  as  Addison  was  in  intel- 
lectual power.  Much,  therefore,  as  has  been  done 
towards  illustrating  the  works  of  Milton,  the  praise 
or  blame  he  has  received  has  not  proceeded  from 
any  very  elevated  principles  of  criticism. 

Milton  is  the  most  learned  of  our  English  ])oets. 
There  is  no  work  of  either  this  or  any  other  country 
on  which  so  much  profound  erudition  has  been 
expended  as  on  Paradise  Lost.    The  learning  of  all 
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Iges,  tiie  opinionfl  of  the  wiaeat  men,  the  tupantl- 
timui  of  the  mmit  benighted  nations,  the  traths  of 
philosophy  and  science,  uid  the  ukost  solemn  mys* 
teries  of  religion,  were  all  explored  by  the  great 
author,  and  he  poured  out  the  whole  vast  treasure 
of  his  mind  into  the  golden  vase  his  imagination 
had  formed.  But  to  decide  upon  the  true  character 
of  his  genius,  we  must  not  be  content  with  the 
examination  of  his  lax^r  works.  They  were  com- 
posed after  his  mind  was  more  than  furnished,  after 
it  was  enveloped  with  learning;  and  it  is  some- 
times, therefore,  not  clear  whether  knowledge  have 
not  mastered  thought  instead  of  being  its  auxiliary. 
From  the  earlier  poems  of  Milton  we  are  able  to 
discover,  with  some  deg^ree  of  certainty,  the  prin- 
cipal and  original  characteristics  of  his  genius.  In 
them  we  trace  the  love  of  truth,  the  creative  ima- 
gination, the  power  over  language,  which  form  the 
features  of  his  subsequent  productions.  But  we  see 
them  in  their  origin.  With  him  the  love  of  truth 
was  the  offspring  of  a  tranquil  but  noble  soul,  and 
from  the  dawning  of  his  mind  it  was  the  object  he 
most  earnestly  sought.  But  he  sought  it  chiefly 
among  books,  or  among  those  who  derived  their 
materials  of  thinking  solely  from  them.  The  fashion 
of  the  times  was  not  in  favour  of  original  thinking, 
and  hence  he,  like  the  other  great  men  of  the 
period,  principally  employed  himself  in  heaping 
together  all  the  lukowledg^  which  the  accumulated 
learning  of  ages  could  afford.  One  consequence  of 
this  was  the  suljffection  of  passion,  thought,  and 
feeling,  to  memory;  and  there  is,  therefore,  to  be 
discovered  no  beauty  of  a  sentimental  kind,  even  in 
his  freshest  and  earliest  i>oems.  The  same  cause 
will  also  account  for  the  absence  of  that  heart- 
reaching,  spiritual  eloquence  with  whiph  poetry 
sometimes  awakens  us.  There  are  scarcely  any 
thougrhts  to  be  foimd  in  Milton  which  can  be 
ascribed  to  his  sympathy  with  individual  suffering, 
or  to  his  consideration  of  human  nature  in  its  simple 
but  deep  workings.  He  gave  himself  no  time  for 
this  unincumbered  view  of  humanity.  He  sought 
I  ha  true  philosophy  of  nature,  but  it  was  in  the 
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of  sects  and  kingdoms;  and  he  learnt  to 
excite  wonder  but  not  passion.  Whaterery  there- 
lore,  might  hare  been  the  tendencies  of  his  nature 
truth  in  his  po.^try  is  a  reflected 'not  primitiye 
tmth;  the  truth  which  learning  searches  for  and 
disoorers,  not  'what  every  heart  feels  and  recognises. 

But  Milton  possessed  an  imagination  of  the  highest 
order;  an  imagination  wliich  could  combine  or 
create  at  will  the  noblest  objects  of  contem]dation. 
His  early  poeris  sufficiently  attest  the  energy  of  this 
difine  power  in  his  mind.  The  classical  style  of 
Us  yerses  never  affect  its  originality ;  and  they  nin 
like  a  stream  of  light  and  beauty  wherever  tiba 
imagination  is  free  to  oi>erate.  All  the  other  facnl- 
ties  of  his  intellect  receired  their  time  from  this. 
His  power  of  descriptuni  was  raised  by  it  into  a 
creattTe  fkonlty;  the  objects  of  memory  passed 
through  it,  and  became  godlike  and  etemaL  It 
elerated  his  thoughts  to  other  worlds  of  beings, 
which  it  alone  could  make  visible;  and  reason  in 
her  severest  moods  was  led  by  it  to  take  her  weapons 
from  the  splendid  and  ethereal  armoury  of  poetry.  In 
Comas,  the  Alleg^ro,  and  Penseroso,  and  the  religious 
Odes,  we  see  all  this  power  of  the  imag^ination 
operating,  bnt  producing  only  beautiful  and  holy 
forms ;  we  are  entertained  with  the  sight  of  nature 
snflhsed  with  heavenly  light,  with  the  discourse  of 
bright  and  spiritual  beings,  and  with  the  view  of 
past  scenes,  over  which  hangs  the  cloud  of  divine 
gl<nry.  AU  here  is  fresh  and  spring-like.  The  poefs 
imagination  was  a  bird  of  Paradise,  that  had  not 
strength  of  wing  to  explore  the  dark  world  beyond  it. 

When  years,  continued  study,  and  experience  of 
the  world,  had  altered  the  general  tone  of  his  feel- 
ings, this  distinguishing  power  of  his  genius  as- 
sumed, with  increasing  strength^  a  severer  character. 
The  world  of  interminable  being  was  all  before  it, 
and  it  chose  out  of  the  tremendous  wilderness  of 
space  tfie  most  fearful  spot  it  could  discover.  Here 
it  rejoiced  in  its  power.  The  gpreat  void  grew  in- 
stinct with  life.  The  universe  of  thought  became 
substantial,  and  night  and  ruin  stood  palpably  dis- 
tinct in  the  outflooding  and  creating  light  of  heaven. 
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No  mortal  ever  saw  that  rision  so  distinct  as  MOton, 
and  seeing  it  he  could  but  write  as  he  did.  Hia 
imagination  was  a  sense,  not  the  result  of  emotion. 
It  was  from  sight,  not  feeling,  his  inspiration  came, 
and  heif^ce  the  grandeur,  but  coldness,  of  his  genius 
—the  distinctness  and  reality  of  his  creations — the 
cramped  scholasticism  of  his  philosophy. 

There  are  other  points  of  a  minor  but  highly  in* 
teresting  nature  in  considering  the  genius  of  Milton. 
His  deficiency  of  passion  was  the  only  element 
which  was  wanting  to  the  perfection  of  his  poetic 
character.  When  we  examine  it  in  respect  to  every 
other,  we  find  it  full  and  complete;  perfect,  not  only 
in  the  higher  and  rarer  requisites  of  genius,  but  in 
those  lighter  qualities  from  which  inferior  minds 
derive  their  sole  claim  to  consideration.  Milton 
had  as  perfect  a  knowledge  of  the  art  of  poetry  as 
any  cold,  formal  writer  of  verses,  who  has  no  other 
means  of  gaining  respectability.  He  had  also  an 
equal  degree  of  judgment  in  arranging  the  different 
parts  of  his  subject,  and  while  there  was  no  species 
of  learning  which  he  had  not  pursued,  there  was 
no,  not  even  the  commonest  kind  of,  information 
which  he  could  not  accommodate,  with  the  nicest 
skill,  to  his  purpose.  But  of  all  these  minor  features 
of  his  genius,  that  which  most  deserves  considera- 
tion  is  the  exquisite  power  he  possessed  over  every 
kind  of  metre.  The  versification  of  his  shorter 
poems  is  the  most  beautiful  specimen  we  possess  of 
the  music  of  our  language.  The  blank  metre  of 
Paradise  Lost  is  more  various,  more  rich  in  the 
melody  of  cadences,  than  that  of  any  other  English 
poem.  This,  perhaps,  is  owing  to  a  circumstance 
not  generally  observed,  that  Milton  is  almost  the 
only  writer  in  blank  verse  who  had  previously  made 
himself  a  perfect  master  of  rhyme  and  the  rhyming 
measures. 
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ON  THK 


POETICAL  GENIUS  OF  MILTON 


In  speaking  of  the  intelUctual  qualities  of  MiU 
ton,  we  may  begin  with  observing,  that  the  veiy 
splendour  of  his  poetic  fame  has  tended  to  obscure 
or  conceal  the  extent  of  his  mind,  and  the  varie^ 
of  its  energies  and  attainments.    To  many  he 
seems  only  a  poet,  when  in  truth  he  was  a  pro- 
found scholar,  a  man  of  vast  compass  of  thought, 
imbued  thoroughly  with  all  ancient  and  modem 
learning,  and  able  to  master,  to  mould,  to  impreg- 
nate with  his  own  intellectual  power,  his  great  and 
various  acquisitions.      He  had  not  learned  the 
superficial  doctrine  of  a  later  day, — ^that  poetry 
nourishes  most  in  an  uncultivated  soil,  and  that 
imagination  shapes  its  brightest  visions  from  the 
mists  of  a  superstitious  age ;  and  he  had  no  dread 
of  accumulating  knowledge,  lest  it  should  oppress 
and  smother  his  genius.     He  was  conscious  of  that 
within  him,  which  could  quicken  all  knowledge, 
and  wield  it  with  ease  and  might ;  which  could 
give  freshness  to  old  truths,  and  harmony  to  diB- 
cordant  thoughts ;  which  could  bind  together  by 
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Wing  ties  and  mysterious  aifiDities  the  most  remote 
discoveries ;  umI  rear  fabrics  of  glory  and  beauty 
bom  the  rude  materiab  which  other  minds  bad 
collected.  Milton  bad  that  universality  which 
marks  the  highest  order  of  intellect.  Tbovgb 
accu^omed  almost  from  infancy  to  drink  at  the 
fountains  of  classical  literature,  he  had  nothing  ol 
the  pedantry  and  faistidiousness  which  disdain  all 
other  draughts.  His  healthy  mind  delighted  in 
genius,  on  whatever  soil  or  in  whatever  age  it  burst 
forth  and  poured  out  its  fulness.  He  understood 
too  well  the  rights,  and  dignity,  and  pride  of  crea- 
tive imagination,  to  lay  on  it  the  laws  of  the  Greek 
or  Roman  school.  Parnassus  was  not  to  him  the 
only  holy  ground  of  genius.  He  felt  that  poetry 
was  as  a  universal  presence.  Great  minds  were 
•very  where  his  kindred.  He  felt  the  enchant- 
ment of  Oriental  fiction,  surrendered  himself  to  the 
strange  creations  of  'Araby  the  blest,'  and  de- 
lighted still  more  in  the  romantic  spirit  of  chivalry^ 
and  in  the  tales  of  wonder  in  which  it  was  embodied. 
Accordingly  his  poetry  reminds  us  of  the  ocean, 
which  adds  to  its  own  boundlessness  contributions 
from  all  regions  under  heaven.  Nor  was  it  only 
in  the  department  of  imagination,  that  his  acqui- 
aitions  were  vast.  He  travelled  over  the  whole 
field  of  knowledge,  as  far  as  it  had  then  been 
explored.  His  various  philological  attainments 
were  used  to  put  him  in  possession  of  the  wisdom 
flored  in  all  countries,  where  the  intellect  had  beeo 
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rahivated.  The  natural  philosophy,  metaphjrsce, 
eUucs,  history,  theology  and  political  scimce  of  his 
own  and  former  times,  were  familiar  to  him. 
Never  was  there  a  more  unconfined  mind,  and  we 
would  cite  Milton  as  a  practical  example  of  ths 
bene6t8  of  that  universal  cultuie  of  intellect, 
which  forms  one  distinction  of  our  times,  bu. 
which  some  dread  as  unfriendly  to  original  thought. 
Let  such  remember,  that  mind  is  in  its  own  nature 
diffusive.  Its  object  is  the  universe,  which  n 
strictly  one,  or  bound  together  by  infinite  con- 
nexions and  correspondences ;  and  accordingly  its 
natural  progress  is  from  one  to  another  field  cf 
thought ;  and  wherever  original  power,  creativ*^- 
genios  exists,  the  mind,  far  from  being  distracted 
or  oppressed  by  the  variety  of  its  acquisitions,  will 
see  more  and  more  common  bearings  and  hidden 
and  beautiful  analogies  in  all  the  objects  of  know- 
ledge, will  see  mutual  light  shed  from  truth  to 
truth,  and  will  compel,  as  with  a  kingly  power, 
whatever  it  understands,  to  yield  some  tribute  of 
proof,  or  illustradon,  or  splendour,  to  whatever 
topic  it  would  unfold. 

Milton's  fame  rests  chiefly  on  his  poetry,  and  to 
this  we  naturally  give  our  first  attention.  By 
those  who  are  accustomed  to  speak  of  poetry  as 
light  reading,  Milton's  eminence  in  this  sphere 
may  be  considered  only  as  giving  him  a  high  ran| 
among  the  contributors  to  public  amusement. 
Not  ao  thought  Milton.    Of  all  God's  gifts  ol 
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intellect,  he  esteemed  poetical  geniiis  the  m«Ml 
transceudent.  He  esteemed  it  in  himself  as  a  kind 
of  inspiration,  and  wrote  his  great  works  with 
something  of  the  conscious  dignity  of  a  prophet. 
We  agree  with  Milton  in  his  estimate  of  poetry. 
It  seems  to  us  the  divinest  of  all  arts;  for  it  is  the 
breathing  or  expression  of  that  {nrinciple  or  senti- 
ment, which  is  deepest  and  sublimest  in  human 
nature ;  we  mean  of  that  thirst  or  aspiration,  to 
which  no  mind  is  wholly  a  stranger,  for  something 
purer  and  lovelier,  sdmething  more  powerful,  lofty, 
and  thrilling,  than  ordinary  and  real  life  affords 
No  doctrine  is  more  common  among  Christians 
than  that  of  man's  immortality ;  but  it  is  not  so 
generally  understood,  that  the  germs  or  principles 
of  his  whole  future  being  are  tiow  wrapped  up  in 
his  soul,  as  the  rudiments  of  the  future  plant  in 
the  seed.  As  a  necessary  result  of  this  constitu 
tion,  the  soul,  possessed  and  moved  by  these 
mighty  though  infant  energies,  is  perpetually 
stretching  beyond  what  is  present  and  visible, 
struggling  against  the  bounds  of  its  earthly  prison- 
house,  and  seeking  relief  and  joy  in  imaginings  of 
unseen  and  ideal  being.  This  view  of  our  nature, 
which  has  never  been  fully  developed,  and  which 
goes  further  towards  explaining  the  contradictions 
of  human  life  than  all  others,  carries  us  to  the  very 
foundation  and  sources  of  poetry.  He,  who  can- 
not interpret  by  his  own  consciousness  what  we 
now  have  said,  wants  the  true  key  to  workt  of 


£ 


THB  POETICAL  GENIUS  OV  BnLTON.     •$ 

gmrna.    He   has   not   penetiated   those  sacred 
recesses  oi  the  soul,  where  poetry  is  horn  and 
nourished,    and    inhales    immortal    vigour,  and 
wings  herself  for  her  heavenward  flight.    In  an 
intellectual  nature   framed  for  progress  and  for 
higher  modes  of  heing,  there  must  be  creative 
energies,  powers  of   original   and  ever-growing 
thought ;  and  poetry  is  the  form  in  which  these 
energies  are  chiefly  manifested.    It  is  the  glorious 
prerogative  of  this  art,  that  it '  makes  all  things  new* 
for  the  gratification  of  a  divine  instinct.    It  indeed 
finds  its  elements  in  what  it  actually  sees  and  ex- 
periences, in  the  worlds  of  matter  and  mind ;  bu* 
it  combines  and  blends  these  into  new  forms  and 
according  to  new  aflinities ;  breaks  down,  if  we 
may  so  say,  the  distinctions  and  bounds  of  nature ' 
imparts  to  material  objects  life,  and  sentiment, 
and  emotion,  and  invests  the  mind  with  the  powers 
and  splendours  of  the  outward  creation  ;  describes 
the  surrounding  universe  in  the  colours  which  the 
passions  throw  over  it,  and  depicts  the  mind  in 
those  modes  of  repose  or  agitation,  of  tenderness 
or  sublime  emotion,  which  manifest  its  thirst  for  a 
more  powerful  and  joyful  existence.    To  a  man  of 
a' literal  and  prosaic  character,  the  mind  may  seem 
lawless  in  these  workings ;  but  it  observes  higher 
laws  than  it  transgresses,  the  laws  of  the  immortal 
intellect;   it  is  trying  and  developing  its  best 
fiKulties ;  and  in  the  objects  which  it  describes,  or 
m  the  emotions  which  it  awakens,  aniicipatflt 
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those   states  *^of   progressive   power,  splendour, 
beauty,  and  happiness,  for  which  it  was  created. 

We  accordingly  believe  that  poetry,  far  from 
injaring  society,  is  one  of  the  great  instruments  d 
its  refinement  and  exaltation.  It  lifts  the  mind 
above  ordinary  life,  gives  it  a  respite  from  depress- 
ing cares,  and  awakens  the  consciousness  of  its 
affinity  with  what  is  pure  and  noble.  In  its 
legitimate  and  highest  efforts,  it  has  the  same 
tendency  and  aim  with  Christianity;  that  is,  to 
spiritualize  our  nature.  True,  poetry  has  been 
made  the  instrument  of  vice,  the  pander  of  bad 
passions ;  but  when  genius  thus  stoops,  it  dims  its 
fires,  and  parts  with  much  of  its  power ;  and  even 
when  poetry  is  enslaved  to  licentiousness  or  mis- 
anthropy, she  cannot  wholly  forget  her  true  voca- 
tion. Strains  of  pure  feeling,  touches  of  tender- 
ness, images  of  innocent  happiness,  sympathies 
mth  suffering  virtue,  bursts  of  scorn  or  indignation 
at  the  hollowness  of  the  world,  passages  true  to 
our  moral  nature,  often  escape  in  an  immoral  work, 
and  shew  us  bow  hard  it  is  for  a  gifted  spirit  to 
divorce  itself  wholly  from  what  is  good.  Poetry 
has  a  natural  alliance  with  our  best  affections. 
It  delights  in  the  beauty  and  sublimity  of  the 
outward  creation  and  of  the  soul.  It  indeed 
portrays  with  terrible  energy  the  excesses  of  the 
pasaons;  but  they  are  passions  which  shew,  a 
mighty  nature*  which  are  full  of  power,  which 
command  awe,  and  excite  a  deep  though  shudder- 
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lag  gymptthy.  liB  great  teadeacy  and  purpoee  it, 
to  cany  the  mind  beyond  and  above  the  beaten, 
dasty,  weary  walks  of  ordinary  life ;  to  lift  it  into 
a  purer  eiemeot,  and  to  breathe  into  it  more  pro- 
found and  generous  emotion.  It  reveals  to  us 
the  loveliness  of  nature,  brings  back  the  freshness 
of  youthlul  feeling,  revives  the  relish  of  simple 
pleasures,  keeps  uaquenched  the  enthusiasm  which 
warmed  the  spring-time  of  our  being,  refines  youth- 
ful love,  strengthens  our  interest  in  human  natuie 
by  vivid  delineations  of  its  tenderest  and  loftiest 
fedings,  spreads  our  sympathies  over  all  classes  of 
society,  knits  us  by  new  ties  with  universal  being, 
and  through  the  brightness  of  its  prophetic  visions 
helps  faith  to  lay  hold  on  the  future  life. 

Wo  are  aware,  that  it  is  objected  to  poetry,  that 
it  gives  wrong  views  and  excites  false  expectatioas 
of  life,  peoples  the  mind  with  shadows  and  illusions, 
and  builds  up  imagination  ou  the  ruins  of  wisdom. 
That  diere  is  a  wisdom,  against  which  poetry  wars, 
the  wisdom  of  the  senses,  which  makes  phjrsical 
comfort  and  gratification  the  supreme  good,  and 
wealth  the  chief  interest  of  life,  we  do  not  deny ; 
nor  do  we  deem  it  the  least  service  which  poetry 
renders  to  mankind,  that  it  redeems  them  from  the 
thraldom  of  this  earthbom  prudence*  But,  passing 
•ver  this  topic,  we  would  observe,  that  the  coiB' 
plaint  against  poetry  as  abounding  in  illusion  and 
deception,  is  in  the  main  gr-oundless.  In  many 
then  it  DMre  of  truth  ihaa  IB  man  J  historiM 
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and  philosophic  theories.  The  fictions  of  genius 
are  often  the  vehicles  of  the  suUimest  verities,  and 
its  flashes  often  open  new  regions  of  thought,  and 
throw  new  light  on  the  mysteries  of  our  being. 
In  Doetry  the  letter  is  falsehood,  but  the  spirit  ia 
often  profoundest  wisdom.  And  if  truth  thus 
dwelb  in  the  boldest  fictions  of  the  poet,  much 
more  may  it  be  expected  in  his  delineations  of  life  ; 
for  the  present  life,  which  is  the  first  stage  of  the 
immortal  mind,  abounds  in  the  materials  of  poetry^ 
and  it  is  the  high  office  of  the  bard  to  detect  this 
divine  element  among  the  grosser  labours  and 
pleasures  of  our  earthly  being.  The  present  life 
is  not  wholly  prosaic,  precise,  tame  and  finite.  To 
the  gifted  eye,  it  abounds  in  the  poetic.  The 
affections  which  spread  beyond  ourselves  and 
stretch  far  into  futurity ;  the  workings  of  mighty 
passions,  which  seem  to  arm  the  soul  with  an 
almost  superhuman  energy;  the  innocent  and 
irrepressible  joy  of  infancy ;  the  bloom,  and 
][>uoyancy,  and  dazzling  hopes,  of  youth ;  the 
throbbings  of  the  heart,  when  it  first  wakes  to 
love,  and  dreams  of  a  happiness  too  vast  for  earth ;. 
woman,  with  her  beauty,  and  grace,  and  gentle- 
ness, and  fulness  of  feeling,  and  depth  of  afifection^ 
and  her  blushes  of  purity,  and  the  tones  and  looks 
which  only  a  mother's  heart  can  inspire ; — ^these 
are  all  poetical.  It  is  not  true  that  the  poet  paints 
a  life  which  does  not  exist.  He  only  extracts  and 
coBOMitiates,  as  it  were,  life's  ethereal  esseaoe* 
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arrests  and  condenses  its  volatile  fragrance,  brings 
together  its  scattered  beauties,  and  prolongs  its 
more  refined  but  evanescent  joys ;  and  in  this  he 
does  well  j  for  it  is  good  to  feel  that  life  is  not 
wholly  usurped  by  cares  for  subsistence*  and 
physical  gratifications,  but  admits,  in  measures 
which  may  be  indefinitely  enlarged,  sentiments 
and  delights  worthy  of  a  higher  being.  This 
power  of  poetry  to  refine  our  views  of  life  and 
hap]Hness  is  more  and  more  needed  as  society 
advances.  It  is  needed  to  withstand  the  encroach- 
ments of  heartless  and  artificial  manners,  which 
make  civilization  so  tame  and  uninteresting.  It 
is  needed  to  counteract  the  tendency  of  physical 
science,  which  being  now  sought,  not  as  formerly 
for  intellectual  gratification,  but  for  multiplying 
bodily  comforts,  requires  a  new  developement  of 
imagination,  taste  and  poetry,  to  preserve  men 
from  sinking  into  an  earthly,  material,  epicurean 
life. — Our  remarks  in  vindication  of  poetry  have 
e3ctended  beyond  our  original  design.  They  have 
had  a  higher  aim  than  to  assert  the  dignity  of 
Milton  as  a  poet,  and  that  is,  to  endear  and  re* 
commend  this  divine  art  to  all  who  reverence  and 
would  cultivate  and  refine  their  nature. 

In  delineating  Milton's  character  as  a  poet,  we 
are  saved  the  necessity  of  looking  far  for  its  dis* 
tinguishing  attributes.  His  name  is  almost  ideii> 
tified  with  Bublimi^.    He  is  in  truth  the  sublimeU 
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of  men.    He  rises,  not  by  effort  or  discipline,  lyuf 
by  a  native  tendency  and  a  godlike  instinct,  to 
the  contemplation  of  objects  of  grandeur  and 
awfttlness.    He  always  moves  with  a  conscioiu 
energy.    There  is  no  subject  so  vast  or  terrific,  as 
to  repel  or  intimidate  him.-  The  overpowering 
grandeur  of  a  theme  kindles  and  attracts  him.  He 
enters  on  the  description  of  the  infernal  regions 
with  a  fearless  tread,  as  if  he  felt  within  himself  a 
power  to  erect  the  prison-house  of  fallen  spirits, 
to  encircle  them  with  flames  and  horrors  worthy 
of  their  crimes,  to  call  forth  from  them  shouts 
which  should  '  tear  hell's  concave,'  and  to  embody 
in  their  Chief  an   Archangel's  energies  and  a 
Demon's  pride  and  hate.    Even  the  stupendous 
conception  of  Satan  seems  never  to  oppress  bis 
faculties.     This  character  of  power  runs  through 
all  Milton's  works.     His  descriptions  of  nature 
shew  a  free  and  bold  hand.     He  has  no  need  of 
the  minute,   graphic    skill,  which  we  prize  in 
Cowper  or  Crabbe.     With  a  few  strong  or  delicate 
touches,  he  impresses,  as  it  were,  his  own  mind  on 
the  scenes  which  he  would  describe,  and  kindles 
the  imagination  of  the  gifted  reader  to  clothe  them 
with  the  same  radiant  hues  under  which  they  ap- 
peared to  his  own. 

This  attribute  of  power  is  universally  felt  to 
characterize  Milton.  His  sublimity  is  in  eveiy 
man's  mouth.  Is  it  felt  that  his  poetry  breathes  a 
■ensibility  and  tenderness  hardly  surpassed  by  iti 
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sublimity  t  We  apprehend  that  the  grandeur  of 
Milton's  mind  has  thrown  some  shade  orer  his 
milder  beauties ;  and  this  it  has  done  not  only  by 
being  more  striking  and  imposing,  but  by  the 
tendency  of  vast  mental  energy  to  give  a  certain 
calmnesB  to  the  expression  of  tenderness  and  deep 
feeling.  A  great  mind  is  the  master  of  its  own 
enthusiasm,  and  does  not  often  break  out  into 
those  tumults,  which  pass  with  many  for  the  ngns 
of  profound  emotion.  Its  sensibility,  though  more 
mtense  and  enduring,  is  more  self-possessed,  and 
teas  perturbed,  than  that  of  other  men,  and  is 
therefore  less  observed  and  felt,  except  by  those 
who  understand,  through  their  own  consciousness, 
the  workings  and  utterance  of  genuine  feeling. 
We  might  quote  pages  in  illustration  of  the  qua- 
lities here  ascribed  to  Milton.  Turn  to  Comus, 
one  of  his  earliest  productions.  What  sensibility 
breathes  in  the  descriptions  of  the  benighted  Lady'a 
tinging,  by  Comus  and  the  Spirit ! 

COMUS. 

Can  any  mortal  mixture  of  earth's  mould 
Breathe  rach  diyine  enchanting  rayislimentt 
Sure  something  holy  lodges  in  that  breast 
And  with  these  raptures  mores  the  rocal  air 
To  testify  his  hidden  residence : 
How  sweedy  did  they  float  upon  the  wings 
Of  silence,  through  the  empty-yaulted  night. 
At  erery  UJl  smoothing  the  raven  down 
Of  darkness  till  it  smiled  I  I  have  oft  beard 
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My  mother  Circe  with  fhe  Sirens  ttaee» 
Amidst  fhe  flow'ry-kirtled  Naiades, 
Culling  their  potent  herbs  and  baleful  drags. 
Who,  as  they  sung,  would  take  the  priaon*d  soolt 
And  lap  it  in  Elysium ;  Scylla  wept» 
And  chid  her  barking  wares  into  attention. 
And  fell  Charybdis  mnrmur'd  soft  applause ; 
Yet  they  in  pleasing  sliimber  Inll'd  the  sense. 
And  in  sweet  madness  robb'd  it  of  itself; 
Bat  such  a  sacred  and  home-felt  delight, 
Soch  sober  certainty  of  waking  bliss, 
I  neyer  heard  till  now. 

lines  244—264. 

SPIRIT. 

At  last  a  soft  and  solemn-breathing  sound 
Rose  like  a  steam  of  rich  distUl'd  perfumes. 
And  stole  upon  the  air,  that  even  Silence 
Was  took  ere  she  was  ware,  and  wish'd  she  might 
Deny  her  nature,  and  be  never  more. 
Still  to  be  so  displaced.    I  was  all  ear. 
And  took  in  strains  that  might  create  a  soul 
Under  the  ribs  of  Death. 

lines  559-^563. 

In  illustratioii  of  Milton's  tenderness,  we  will 
open  almost  at  a  venture. 

Now  mom,  her  rosy  steps  in  th'  eastern  clime 
idyancing,  sow'd  the  earth  with  orient  pearl, 
fHien  Adam  waked,  so  custom'd,  for  his  sleep 
^as  aery-light,  from  pure  digestion  bred. 
And  temp'rate  vapoars  bland,  which  th'  only  sound 
Of  leares  and  fuming  rills,  Aurora's  fan. 
Lightly  dispersed,  and  the  shrill  matin  song 
Of  birds  on  eyery  bough ;  so  much  the  more 
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His  wonder  was  to  find  unwaken'd  Ere 
With  tresses  discomposed,  and  glowing  chee^ 
As  through  unquiet  rest :  he  on  his  side 
Leaning  half-raised,  with  looks  of  cordtial  lore 
Hung  orer  her  enamour'd,  and  beheld 
Beanty,  which,  whether  waking  or  asleep. 
Shot  forth  peculiar  graces ;  then  with  voice 
Mild,  as  when  Zephyrns  on  Flora  breathes. 
Her  hand  soft  touching,  whisper'd  thus :  Awake» 
My  fairest,  my  espoused,  my  latest  found, 
Heav'n's  last  best  gift,  my  ever  new  delight. 
Awake :  the  morning  shines,  and  the  fresh  field 
Calls  us ;  we  lose  the  prime,  to  mark  how  springs 
Our  tender  plants,  how  blows  the  citron  grore. 
What  drops  the  myrrh,'  and  what  the  balmy  reed. 
How  nature  paints  her  colours,  how  the  bee 
Sits  on  the  bloom  extracting  liquid  sweet* 

Par.  Lost,  b.  y.  lines  1—85. 

So  cheer'd  he  his  fair  spouse,  and  she  was  cheer'd* 
But  silently  a  gentle  tear  let  fall 
From  either  eye,  and  wiped  them  with  her  hair; 
Two  other  precious  drops  that  ready  stood. 
Each  in  their  crystal  sluice,  he  ere  they  fell 
Kiss'd,  as  the  gracious  signs  of  sweet  remorse 
And  pious  awe,  that  fear'd  to  haye  offended. 

Ibid.  b.  y.  lines  120 — 135. 

From  this  very  imperfect  view  of  the  qualities 
of  Milton*8  poetry,  we  hasten  to  his  great  work, 
.Paradise  Lost,  perhaps  the  noblest  monument  of 
human  genius.  The  two  first  books,  by  universal 
consent,  stand  pre-eminent  in  sublimity.  Hell 
and  Hell's  King  have  a  terrible  harmony,  and 
dilate  into  new  grandeur  and  awfulness,  the  lonf^ 
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we  contemplate  them.  From  one  element, '  sofid 
and  liquid  fire/  the  poet  has  framed  a  world  ol 
horror  and  saffsring,  such  as  imagination  had  never 
traversed.  But  fiercer  flames,  than  those  which 
encompass  Satan,  bum  in  his  own  soul.  Revenge, 
exasperated  pride,  consuming  wrath,  ambitiim 
though  fallen,  yet  unconquered  by  the  thunders  oi 
the  Omnipotent,  and  grasping  still  at  the  empire 
of  the  universe, — ^these  form  a  picture  more  sublime 
and  terrible  than  Hell.  Hell  yields  to  the  spirit 
which  it  imprisons.  The  intensity  of  its  fires  re- 
veals the  intenser  pasnons  and  more  vehement 
will  of  Satan ;  and  the  ruined  Archangel  gathers 
mto  himself  the  sublimity  of  the  scene  which  sur- 
rounds him.  This  forms  the  tremendous  interest 
of  these  wonderful  books.  We  see  mind  tri- 
umphant over  the  most  terrible  powers  of  nature. 
We  see  unutterable  agony  subdued  by  energy  of 
soul.  We  have  not  indeed  in  Satan  those  bursts 
of  passion,  which  rive  the  soul  as  well  as  shatter 
the  outward  frame  of  Lear.  But  we  have  a  depth 
of  passion  which  only  an  Archangel  could  manifest. 
The  all-enduring,  all-defying  pride  of  Satan,  as- 
suming so  majestically  Hell's  burning  throne,  and 
coveting  the  diadem,  which  scorches  his  thunder- 
blasted  brow,  is  a  creation  requiring  in  its  authoi 
almost  the  spiritual  energy  with  which  he  invests 
the  fallen  seraph.  Some  have  doubted  whether 
the  moral  efifect  of  such  delineations  of  the  storms 
and  terrible  workings  of  the  soul  is  good ;  whether 
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tile  interest  felt  in  a  spirit  so  transcendently  e?il  as 
Satan,  fevours  oar  sympathies  with  Tirtue.  But 
our  interest  fastens,  in  this  and  like  cases,  on  what 
is  not  evil.  We  gaze  on  Satan  with  an  awe  not 
unmixed  with  mysterious  pleasure,  as  on  a  mira- 
culous manifestation  of  the  power  rf  mind»  What 
chains  us,  as  with  a  resistless  spell,  in  such  a 
character,  is  spiritual  might  made  visible  by  the 
racking  pains  which  it  overpowers.  There  is 
something  kindling  and  ennobling  in  the  consdoos- 
ness,  however  awakened,  of  the  energy  which  re- 
sides in  mind;  and  many  a  virtuous  man  has 
borrowed  new  strength  ftx)m  the  f<Hx:e,  constancy, 
and  dauntless  courage,  of  evil  agents. 

Milton's  description  of  Satan  attests  in  various 
ways  the  power  of  his  genius.  Critics  have  often 
observed,  that  the  great  difficulty  of  his  work  was 
to  reconcile  the  spiritual  properties  of  his  super- 
natural beings  with  the  human  modes  of  existence, 
which  he  was  obliged  to  ascribe  to  them ;  and  the 
difficulty  is  too  great  for  any  genius  wholly  to 
overcome,  and  we  must  acknowledge  that  our 
enthusiasm  is  in  some  parts  of  the  poem  checked 
by  a  feeling  of  incongruity  between  the  spiritual 
agent,  and  his  sphere  and  mode  of  agency.  But 
we  are  vinted  with  no  such  chilling  doubts  and 
misgivings  in  the  description  of  Satan  in  Hell. 
Imagination  has  here  achieved  its  highest  triumph, 
in  imparting  a  character  of  reality  and  truth  to  its 
most  daring  creations.     That  world  of  horron» 
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though  material,  is  yet  so  remote  from  our  ordinary 
nature,  that  a  spiritual  being,  exiled  from  heaven, 
finds  there  an  appropriate  home.  There  is,  too, 
an  indefiniteness  in  the  description  of  Satan's  per- 
son, which  incites  without  shocking  the  imagina- 
tion, and  aids  us  to  combine  in  our  conception  of 
him  the  massiness  of  a  real  form  with  the  vague- 
ness of  spiritual  existence.  To  the  production  of 
this  effect,  much  depends  on  the  first  impression 
given  by  the  poet ;  for  this  is  apt  to  follow  us 
through  the  whole  work ;  and  here  we  think 
Milton  eminently  successful.  The  first  glimpse  of 
Satan  is  given  us  in  the  following  lines,  which, 
whilst  too  indefinite  to  provoke  the  scrutiny  of  the 
reason,  fill  the  imagination  of  the  reader  with  a 
form  which  can  hardly  be  effaced. 

Thus  Satan,  talking  to  his  nearest  mate 
With  head  up-lift  above  the  wave,  and  eyes 
That  sparkling  blazed,  his  other  parts  besides 
Prone  on  the  flood,  extended  long  and  large, 
Lay  floating  many  a  rood,  *  *  * 

Par.  Lost,  b.  i.  lines  191t— 1U6. 

Forthwith  upright  he  rears  from  off  the  pool 
His  mighty  stature ;  on  each  hand  the  flames. 
Driven  backward,  slope  their  pointing  spires,  and  roU'd 
In  billows,  leave  i'  th*  midst  a  horrid  vale. 

Ibid.  221—224. 

We  have  more  which  we  should  gladly  say  of 
the  delineation  of  Satan ;  especially  of  the  glimpses 
which  are  now  and  then  given  of  bis  deep  anguish 
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Mad  despair,  and  of  the  touches  of  better  feeliagi 
which  are  skilfully  thrown  into  the  dark  picture, 
both  suited  and  dedgned  to  bleiui  with  our  admi- 
ration, dread,  and  abhorrence,  a  measure  of  that 
sympathy  and  int^est  with  which  every  living, 
thinking  being  ought  to  be  regarded,  and  without 
which  all  other  feelings  tend  to  sin  and  pain. 
But  there  is  another  topic  which  we  cannot  leave 
untouched.  From  Hell  we  flee  to  Paradise,  a 
region  as  lovely  as  Hell  is  terrible,  and  which  to 
those  who  do  %ot  know  the  universality  of  true 
genius,  will  appear  doubly  wondisrful,  when  con* 
sidered  as  the  creation  of  the  same  mind  which 
bad  painted  the  infernal  wodd. 

Paradise  and  its  inhabitants  are  in  sweet  ae- 
ciMdance,  and  together  form  a  scene  of  tranquil 
bliss,  which  calms  and  soothes,  wliilst  it  delights, 
the  imagination.  Adam  and  Eve,  just  moulded 
by  the  hand,  and  quickened  by  the  breath  of  God, 
reflect  in  their  countenances  and  forms,  as  well  as 
minds,  the  intelligence,  benignity,  and  happiness 
of  their  author.  Their  new  existence  has  the 
freshness  and  peacefulness  of  the  dewy  morning. 
Their  souls,  unsated  and  untainted,  And  an  inno- 
cent joy  in  the  youthful  creation,  which  spreads 
and  smdes  around  them.  Their  mutual  love  is 
deep,  for  it  is  the  love  of  young,  unworn,  unex- 
hausted hearts,  which  meet  in  each  other  the  only 
human  objects  on  whom  to  pour  forth  their  fulness 
<tf  aflTection ;  and  still  it  is  serene,  for  it  is  the  love 
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of  happy  beings,  who  know  not  suffering  even  by 
name,  whose  innocence  excludes  not  only  the 
tumults  but  the  thought  of  jealousy  and  shame, 
who,  '  imparadised  in  one  another's  arms,'  scarce 
dream  of  futurity,  so  blessed  is  their  present  being. 
We  will  not  say  that  we  envy  our  first  parents ; 
for  we  feel  that  there  may  be  higher  happiness 
than  theirs,  a  happiness  won  through  struggle  with 
inward  and  outward  foes,  the  happiness  of  power 
and  moral  victory,  the  happiness  of  disinterested 
sacrifices  and  wide-spread  love,  tne  happiness  of 
boundless  hope,  and  of  *  thoughts  which  wander 
through  eternity.'  Still  there  are  times,  when  the 
spirit,  oppressed  with  pain,  worn  with  toil,  tired  of 
tumult,  sick  at  the  sight  of  guilt,  wounded  in  its 
love,  baffled  in  its  hope,  and  trembling  in  its  faith, 
almost  longs  for  the  '  wings  of  a  dove,  that  it  might 
fly  away'  and  take  refuge  amidst  the  'shady 
bowers,'  the  *  vernal  airs,'  the  *  roses  without 
thorns,'  the  quiet,  the  beauty,  the  lovehness,  of 
Eden.  It  &  the  contrast  of  this  deep  peace  of 
Paradise  with  the  storms  of  life,  which  gives  to  the 
fourth  and  fifth  books  of  this  poem  a  charm  so 
irresistible,  that  not  a  few  would  sooner  relinquish 
the  two  first  books  with  all  their  sublimity,  than 
part  vidth  these.  It  has  sometimes  been  said  that 
the  English  language  has  no  good  pastoral  poetry. 
We  would  ask,  in  what  age  or  country  has  the 
pastoral  reed  breathed  such  sweet  strains  as  are 
borne  to  us  on  '  the  odoriferous  wings  of  gentle 
gales'  from  Milton's  Paradise  1 
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We  should  not  fulfil  our  duty,  were  we  not  to 
Bay  one  word  on  what  has  been  justly  celebrated, 
the  harmony  of  Milton's  versification.  His  numbers 
liave  the  prime  charm  of  expressiveness.  They 
vary  with,  and  answer  to,  the  depth,  or  tenderness, 
or  sublimity,  of  his  conceptions,  and  hold  intimate 
alliance  with  the  soul.  Like  Michael  Angelo,  in 
whose  hands  the  marble  was  said  to  be  flexible,  he 
bends  our  language,  which  foreigners  reproach 
with  hardness,  into  whatever  forms  the  subject 
demands.  All  the  treasures  of  sweet  and  solemn 
sound  are  at  his  command.  Words,  harsh  and 
discordant  in  the  writings  of  less  gifted  men,  flow 
through  his  poetry  in  a  full  stream  of  harmony. 
This  power  over  language  is  not  to  be  ascribed  to 
Milton's  musical  ear.  It  belongs  to  the  soul,  [t 
is  a  gift  or  exercise  of  genius,  which  has  power  to 
impress  itself  on  whatever  it  touches,  and  finds  <x 
frames  in  sounds,  motions,  and  material  forms, 
correspondences  and  harmonies  virith  its  own  fervid 
thoughts  and  feelings. 

We  close  our  remarks  on  Milton's  poetry  with 
observing,  that  it  is  characterized  by  seriousness 
Great  and  various  as  are  its  merits,  it  does  not 
discover  all  the  variety  of  genius,  which  we  find  in 
Shakspeare,  whose  imagination  revelled  equally  in 
regions  of  mirth,  beauty,  and  terror,  now  evoking 
spectres,  now  sporting  with  fairies,  and  now  '  as* 
cending  the  highest  heaven  of  invention.'  Milton 
was  cast  on  times  too  solemn  and  eventful,  was 
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ctlled  to  take  part  in  transactions  too  perilouii 
and  had  too  perpetual  need  of  the  presence  Ot 
high  thoughts  and  motives,  to  indulge  himself  is 
light  and  gay  creations,  even -had  his  genius  been 
more  flexible  and  sportive.  But  Milton's  poetry, 
though  habitually  serious,  is  always  healthful,  and 
bright,  and  vigorous.  It  has  no  gloom.  He  took 
no  pleasure  in  drawing  dark  pictures  of  life ;  for 
he  knew  by  experience,  that  there  is  a  powe/  in 
the  soul  to  transmute  calamity  into  an  occasion 
and  nutriment  of  moral  power  and  triumphant 
virtue.  We  find  u^  where  in  his  writings  that 
whining  sensibility  and  exaggeration  of  morbid 
feeling,  which  makes  so  much  of  modern  poetry 
effeminating.  If  he  is  not  gay,  he  is  not  spirit- 
broken.  His  L'Allegro  proves,  that  he  understood 
thoroughly  the  bright  and  joyous  aspects  of  nature ; 
and  in  his  Penseroso,  where  he  was  tempted  to 
accumulate  images  of  gloom,  we  learn  that  the 
saddest  views  which  he  took  of  creation,  are  such 
as  inspire  only  pensive  musing  or  lofty  contem* 
plation. 
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BOOK  I. 


THE  ARGUMENI. 

ThU  Fint  Book  proposes,  first,  in  brier,  the  whole  kjbject,  Man'k 
disobedience,  and  the  Ioks  theteupon  of  l>aradiiie,  wlierein  he  «w 
placed :  then  toucHtes  the  prime  cause  of  his  fall,  the  Serpent,  or 
rather  Satan  in  the  serpent;  who  revoltiiip  from  God,  and  draw- 
in$r  to  his  side  many  legions  of  Anrels,  was,  by  the  command  of 
God,  driven  out  of  Heaven,  with  all  ni«  crew,  into  the  greM  deep. 
Which  action  passed  over,  the  poem  hastens  into  the  midst  of 
tfaingN.  prt>8enting'  Satan  with  his  Anfrels  now  fallen  into  Hell, 
descrioed  here,  not  in  the  centre  (for  Heaven  and  Eartli  mav  be 
supi>oscd  as  yet  not  made,  certainly  not  yet  accursed)  but  in  a 
place  of  utter  darkness,  dtiiest  called  Chaos:  here  Sutan  witli  his 
Anfrels  lyinsr  on  the  burning  lake,  thunderstruck  and  astoniahed, 
after  a  certain  space  recovers,  as  from  confusion,  calls  uii  him 
who  next  in  order  and  dienity  lav  by  him ;  they  confer  of  their 
miserable  fall.  Satan  awakens  al'l  his  lei^ions,  who  lay  till  theii 
In  the  same  manner  confounded :  they  rise,  their  numbers,  array 
of  battle,  their  chief  leaders  named,  accnrdinr  to  the  idols  known 
afterward  in  Cuniuin  and  the  coun tries  ad joiiifnic.  To  these  Satan 
directs  his  speech,  comforts  them  with  hope  yet  of  rerainine 
Heaven,  but  tells  them  lastly  of  a  new  world  and  new  kind  m 
creature  to  be  rreate<l,  accordinr  to  an  ancient  prophecy  or  re- 
port in  Heaven ;  fcr  that  Anf^eTs  were  lon^  before  this  vioible 
creation,  was  the  opinion  of  many  ancient  fathers.  To  And  out 
the  tfutn  of  this  prophecy,  and  what  to  dcte  ivine  thereon,  ha 
refers  to  a  full  council.  What  his  associattw  thence  atte>rpl> 
Pandemonium,  the  palace  of  Satan,  rises,  s4uldenly  built  Ottt«r 
Ibe  deep :  the  infernal  peer*  there  sit  in  council. 

^  ||r  man's  fint  disobedient,  and  the  ft  ait 

^^    Of  that  forbidden  tree,  whose  mortal  taitc 

Brt/uji^ht  death  into  the  world,  and  uU  our  woe, 

With  loss  of  Eden,  till  one  greater  man 

Restore  us,  and  regain  the  blissful  seat,  • 

1.  The  fitness  and  exquisite  beauty  of  this  introduction  to  D  • 

Eoeni  cannot  be  too  much  admired.  Thw  classical  taste  and  !»■ 
gious  feeiinirx  of  the  author  are  both  evidenced  in  it ;  the  former 
by  the  simplicity  with  which  the  subject  Is  stated  and  the  invoca* 
Uon  of  the  muse,  and  die  laittr  by  nis  addressing  the  Holy  Spirit 
M  the  source  of  Inspiration  and  light.  Great  adoiiration  iMs  beea 
expressed  by  the  ditTerent  commentators  on  the  skilful  comtroc- 
llon  of  the  verse  in  these  introductory  lines,  the  pauses  of  which 
are  so  varied  as  to  gfive  a  most  musical  effect  to  the  whole  paanae* 
4.  it  has  been  suDiKwed  that  Millon  Intimated  in  this  expreanoa 
Ms  tdea  of  writing  Paradise  Regained,  but  it  appeaurs  to  have  beea 
'  merely  by  the  luliject  of  his  present  contemp'atioB. 
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Sing  Heay'nly  Muse,  that  on  the  secret  top 

Of  Oreb,  or  of  Sinai,  didst  inspire 

That  Shepherd,  who  first  taught  the  chosen  seed 

la  the  beginning,  how  the  heav'ns  and  earth 

Rose  out  of  Chaos.    Or  if  Sion  hill  If 

Delight  thee  more,  and  Siloa's  brook  that  flow*d 

Fast  by  the  oracle  of  God ;  I  thence 

Invoke  tliy  aid  to  my  advent'rous  song. 

That  with  no  middle  flight  intends  to  soar 

Above  th'  Aonian  mount,  while  it  piirsues  U 

Things  uuattempted  yet,  in  prose  or  rhyme. 

And  chiefly  Thou,  O  Sp'rit,  that  dost  prefer 

Before  all  temples  th'  upright  heart  and  pure. 

Instruct  me,  for  Thou  know'st :  Thou  from  the  first 

Wast  present,  and  with  mighty  wing:s  outspre|id   10 

Dove-like  sat'st  broodinj  on  the  vast  abyss. 

And  mad'st  it  pregnant.    What  iu  mc  is  dark 

Illumine,  what  is  low  raise  and  support ; 

That  to  the  height  of  this  great  argument 

I  may  assert  eternal  Providence,  20 

And  justify  the  ways  of  God  to  Men. 

Say  first,  for  Heav'n  hides  nothing  iTom  thy  view. 
Nor  the  deep  tract  of  Hell ;  say  first  what  cause 
Moved  our  grand  parents,  in  that  happy  state, 
Pavour'd  of  Heav'n  so  highly,  to  fall  off  39 

From  their  Creator,  i.nd  trangress  his  will 
For  one  restraint,  lords  of  the  world  besides  ? 
Who  first  seduced  them  to  that  foul  revolt  1 
Th'  infernal  Serpent :  he  it  was  whose  guile, 
Stirr'd  up  with  envy  and  revenge,  deceived  35 

The  mother  of  mankind,  what  time  his  pride 
Had  cast  him  out  from  Heav'n,  with  all  his  host 
Of  rebel  Angels ;  by  whose  aid  aspiring 

6.  Bentley  proposed  the  chang^ing'  of  this  epithet  into  sacred, 
but  his  opinion  lias  been  succensfullv  confuted,  it  ha\ing  been 
•hewn  that  tlie  former  word  is  peculiarly  applicable  to  Oreb  or 
Sir.oi,  which  had  been  so  awfully  obiH'iured  at  the  giving' of  the  law. 

8.  Moses;  who,  we  are  told,  Exod.  iii.  1.  kept  the  flocli  of 
Jethro  his  father-i>i-law. 

II.  Siloa  was  a  fountain  flowins;^  near  the  temple  of  Jerusalem. 

15.  Th'  Aonian  mount;  the  classical  seat  of  the  Muses. 

16.  It  has  been  supposed  that  Milton  tooli  the  idea  of  writinr  a 
poem  on  the  loss  of  Paradise,  from  an  Italian  tra/^cdy  called  '  li 
iHuradiso  Ferso,'  but  little  weiarht  can  be  placed  on  this  npinioa 
Whea  it  is  cun^ered  that  both'  his  genius  and  tlie  most  iuvouritc 
ti  bis  studies  led  him  coalinu»Uy  to  religions  contemplation. 
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To  set  hinuelf  in  glory  'bore  his  peers, 

He  trusted  to  have  equall'd  the  Most  High«  40 

If  he  opposed ;  and  with  ambitious  aim 

Against  the  throne  and  monarchy  of  God, 

Raised  impious  war  in  HeaT'n,  and  battle  proud 

With  vain  attempt.    Him  the  Almighty  Fewer 

Hurl'd  headlong  flaming  from  th'  ethereal  sky,     4ft 

With  hideous  ruin  and  combustion,  down 

To  bottomless  i>erdition ;  there  to  dwell 

In  adamantine  chains  and  penal  fire. 

Who  durst  defy  th*  Omnix>otent  to  arms. 

Nine  times  the  space  that  measures  day  and  night  M 

To  mortal  men,  he  with  his  horrid  crew 

Lay  vanqnish'd,  rolling  in  the  fiery  gulf. 

Confounded  though  immortal :  But  his  doom 

Reserved  him  to  more  wrath ;  for  now  the  thought 

Both  of  lost  happiness  and  lasting  pain  U 

Torments  him ;  round  he  throws  his  baleful  eyes. 

That  witness'd  huge  affliction  and  dismay, 

Mix'd  with  obdurate  pride  and  steadfast  hate : 

At  once,  as  far  as  angels'  ken,  he  views 

The  dismal  situation  waste  and  wild :  M 

A  dungeon  horrible  on  all  sides  round. 

As  one  great  furnace  flamed ;  yet  from  those  flames 

No  light ;  but  rather  darkness  visible 

Served  only  to  discover  nghts  of  woe. 

Regions  of  sorrow,  doleful  shades,  where  peace      <Mi 

And  rest  can  never  dwell :  hope  never  comes. 

That  comes  to  all :  but  torture  without  end 

Still  urges,  and  a  fiery  deluge,  fed 

With  ever-burning  sulphur  unconsumed: 

Such  place  eternal  justice  had  prepared  T9 

For  those  rebellious ;  here  their  pris'n  ordain'd 

In  utter  darkness,  and  their  portion  set 

As  far  removed  from  God  and  light  of  heaven. 

As  from  the  centre  thrice  to  th'  utmost  pole. 


44.  This  whole  description  of  the  fM  of  the  angels  and  of  ite 
infernal  tbjm  Ih  conceived  f n  the  noblest  style  of  poetry ;  the 
flamingo,  rushing  fail  of  the  apostate  angels,  and  the  dark  but  ficrjr 
prison  which  received  them,  are  perhaps  the  moat  sublime  pictures 
which  the  human  imagination  ever  produced. 

74.  It  k>  a  curloms  obsf  rvation,  that  Homer  places  Hell  as  ftf 
oenesth  tlie  earth  as  Heaven  is  above  it;  \irpl  atakm  U  tafint « 
distant,  and  Milton  here  ttirioe  as  far« 
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O  how  unlike  the  place  from  whence  they  Ml  I     70 
There  the  companiona  of  his  fall,  o'erwhelm'd 
With  floods  and  whirlwinds  of  tempestuoua  fire» 
He  soon  discerns,  and  welt'ring  by  his  side 
One  next  himself  in  power»  and  next  in  crhne, 
lK)ng  after  known  in  Palestine,  and  named  80 

Beelzebub.    To  whom  tb'  Arch-Eneniy, 
And  tbcnce  in  Ueav'u  call'd  Satan,  with  bold  words 
Breaking  the  horrid  silence  thus  begaii : 

If  thou  beest  he  ;  but  O  how  fallen !  how  changed 
Prom  him  who,  in  the  happy  realms  of  light  86 

Gloth'd  with  transcendent  brightness  didst  outshine 
Myriads  though  bright !   If  he  whom  mutual  league, 
United  thoughts  and  counsels,  equal  hope 
And  hazard  in  the  glorious  enterprise, 
Join'd  with  me  once,  now  misery  hath  join'd  M 

In  equal  ruin  :  into  what  pit  thou  seest 
Prom  what  height  fairn,so  much  the  stronger  proved 
He  with  his  thunder :  and  till  then  who  knew 
The  force  of  those  dire  arms  1  yet  not  for  those 
Nor  what  the  potent  victor  in  his  rage  96 

Oan  else  inflict,  do  I  repent  or  change. 
Though  changed  in  outward  lustre,  that  iix'd  mind 
And  high  disdain  from  sense  of  injured  merit. 
That  with  the  Mightiest  raised  roe  to  contend. 
And  to  the  fierce  contention  brought  along  100 

Innumerable  force  of  Spirits  ann'd, 
That  durst  dislike  his  reign,  and  me  preferring. 
His  utmost  pow'r  with  adverse  pow'r  opposed 
In  dubious  battle  on  the  plains  of  Heav'ii, 
And  shook  his 'throne.   What  though  the  field  be  lost  7 
All  is  not  lost;  th'  unconquerable  will  106 

And  study  of  revenge,  immortal  hate. 
And  courage  never  to  submit  or  yield : 
And  what  is  else  not  to  be  orercome  t 
That  glory  never  shall  his  wrath  or  might  110 

et.  Dceb^bub,  or  the  Lrrd  of  Flies,  was  wonhii^ed  at  Ekron, 
9  Kinn,  i.  S.  8(«  also  MalU  xlU  34. 

82.  batan  in  Hebrew  means  an  enemy* 

M.  The  first  speech  of  Satau  is  vei^  noble,  and  the  abrupt 
manner  of  its  coinmencement  is  powcrnill;  strikiii.sf.  Iniitations 
have  been  pointed  out  in  this  passaf^e,  of  [saiah  xiv.  Virjpl,  iEn. 
tt.  274.  and  Homer,  Odvas.  vL  110.  Others  have  also  been  re- 
QMurkcd  of  JEsckyhis,  Tasso,  8cc.  but  they  sc«m  M>  me  lo  have  been 
toiacldences  rather  than  imitationN. 
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Extort  from  me.    To  bow  and  sue  for  grace 

With  suppliant  knee,  and  deify  his  pow^r, 

Who  from  the  terror  of  this  arm  so  late 

Doubted  his  empire  ;  that  were  low  indeed  t 

That  were  an  ignominy  and  shame  .beneath  ITS 

This  downfall ;  since  by  fate  the  streng^  of  Qoda 

And  this  empyreal  substance  cannot  fail. 

Since  through  experience  of  this  great  event 

In  arms  not  worse,  in  foresight  much  advanced. 

We  may  with  more  successful  hope  renolre  ISO 

To  wage  by  force  or  g^le  eternal  war, 

Irreconcileable  to  our  grand  foe. 

Who  now  triumphs,  and  in  th'  excess  of  joy 

Sole  reigning  holds  the  tyranny  of  heav'n. 

So  spake  th'  apostate  Angel,  though  in  pain»      ItS 
Vaunting  aloud,  but  rack'd  with  deep  despair : 
And  hiiu  thus  answer'd  soon  his  bold  pompeer. 

O  Prince,  O  Chief  of  many  throned  powers  t 
That  led  th'  embattled  Seraphim  to  war 
Under  thy  conduct,  and  in  dreadful  deeds  180 

Fearless,  endanger 'd  heav'n's  perpetual  King, 
And  put  to  proof  his  high  supremacy. 
Whether  upheld  by  strength,  or  chance,  or  fate ; 
Too  well  I  see  and  rue  the  dire  event. 
That  with  sad  overthrow  and  foul  defeat  139 

Hath  lost  us  heav'n,  and  all  this  mighty  host 
In  horrible  destruction  laid  thus  low. 
As  far  as  Gods  and  heav'nly  essences 
Can  pei'ish  :  for  the  mind  and  spirit  remains 
Invincible,  and  vigour  soon  returns,  MB 

Though  all  our  glory  extinct,  and  happy  state 
Here  swallow'd  up  in  endless  misery. 
But  what  if  he  our  conqu'ror  (whom  I  now 
Of  force  believe  almighty,  since  no  less 
Than  such  could  have  o'erpower'd  such  force  as  ours) 
Have  left  us  this  our  spirit  and  strength  entire    141 
Strongly  to  suffer  and  support  our  pains. 
That  we  may  so  suffice  his  vengeful  ire, 

lift.  Satan  exprpfwea  by  the  word  fate,  his  high  and  proud  be- 
lief ill  the  orifTinai  and  underived  existence  a»  well  as  irnmor* 
tality  of  the  angrela.  Here  is  an  admirable  attention  tntheminuteii 
circumstances  wnich  misrht  develope  the  character  of  the  faUm 
spirit  evident  throughout  the  speech,  and  the  reader's 
cannot  be  too  strongly  directed  to  itaexaniiaatioB* 
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Or  do  him  mightier  serrice  as  his  thralls 

By  right  of  war,  whate'er  his  business  be  IM 

Here  in  the  heart  of  Hell  to  work  in  fire, 

Or  do  his  errands  in  the  gloomy  deep ; 

What  can  it  then  arail,  though  yet  we  ieel 

Strength  undiminish'dt  or  eternal  being 

To  undergo  eternal  piinishment  ?  16S 

Whereto  with  speedy  words  th'  Arch-Fiend  reply'd : 

Fall'n  Cherub,  to  be  weak  is  miserable 
Doing  or  suffering :  but  of  this  be  sure, 
To  do  aught  good  never  will  be  our  task. 
But  ever  to  do  ill  our  sole  delight,  IM 

As  being  the  contrary  to  his  high  will 
Whom  we  resist.    If  then  his  providence 
Out  of  our  evil  seek  to  bring  forth  good, 
Our  labour  must  be  to  pervert  that  end. 
And  out  of  good  still  to  find  means  of  evil ;  16( 

Which  oft-times  may  succeed,  so  as  perhaps 
Shall  grieve  him,  if  I  fail  not,  and  disturb 
His  inmost  counsels  from  their  destined  aim. 
But  see,  the  angry  victor  hath  recall'd 
His  ministers  of  vengeance  and  pursuit  VT. 

Back  to  the  gates  of  Heav'n ;  the  sulph'rous  hail 
Shot  after  us  in  storm,  o'erblown  hath  laid 
The  fiery  surge,  that  from  the  precipice 
Of  Heav'n  received  us  falling ;  and  the  thunder, 
Wing'd  with  red  lightning  and  impetuous  rage,  175 
Perhaps  hath  spent  his  shafts,  and  ceases  now 
To  bellow  through  the  vast  and  boundless  deepi 
Let  us  not  slip  th'  occasion,  whether  scorn 
Or  satiate  fury  yield  it  from  our  foe. 
Seest  thou  yon  dreary  plain,  forlorn  and  wild,      180 
The  seat  of  desolation,  void  of  light. 
Save  what  the  glimm'ring  of  these  livid  flames 
Casts  pale  and  dreadful  ?  Thither  let  us  tend 
From  off  the  tossing  of  these  fiery  waves. 
There  rest,  if  any  rest  can  harbour  there,  135 

170.  Dr.  Beniley  has  pointed  out  a  contradiction  lietween  this 
pRMage  and  one  iu  the  sixth  book.  It  is  here  said  that  the  «rood 
tnffeb  pursued  the  fallen  ones  down  to  heli ;  in  the  other  place. 
It  is  BMerted,  that  tlie  Messiah  alone  expelled  them  Troiu  heaven. 
rbe  variation  has  been  accounted  for  by  the  account  beinfr  giveo 
bjr  iliffiereBt  reidters—The  one  by  the  discomfited  Satan,  the  other 
W  ibe  anirel  Raphael. 
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And  reassembling  oar  afflicted  powers, 
-  Consult  how  we  may  henceforth  most  offend 
Our  enemy,  our  own  loss  how  reptdr» 
How  overcome  this  dire  calamity. 
What  reinforcement  we  may  gain  £rom  liope        Mt 
If  not  what  reflation  from  despair. 

Thus  Satan  talking  to  his  nearest  mate 
With  head  uplift  above  the  ware,  and  eyes 
That  sparkling  blazed,  his  other  parts  besides 
Prone  on  the  flood,  extended  long  and  laxge» 
Lay  floating  many  a  rood,  in  bulk  as  huge 
As  whom  the  fables  name  of  monstrous  size  ; 
Titanian,  or  Earth-bom,  that  warr'd  on  Joye* 
Briareos,  or  Typhon,  whom  the  den 
By  ancient  Tarsus  held,  or  that  sea-beast 
Leviathan,  which  God  of  all  his  works 
Created  Logest  that  swim  the  ocean  stream ; 
Him  haply  slurab'ring  on  the  Norway  foam 
The  pilot  of  some  small  night-founder'd  skiff 
Deeming  some  island,  oft,  as  seamen  tell. 
With  fixed  anchor  in  his  scaly  rind 
Moors  by  his  side  under  the  lee,  while  night 
Invests  the  sea,  and  wished  mom  delays : 
So  stretch'd  out  huge  in  length  the  Arch-Fiend  lay 
Chain'd  on  the  burning  lake,  nor  ever  thence      219 
Had  ris'n  or  heaved  his  head,  but  that  the  will 
And  high  permission  of  all-ruling  Heav'n 
Left  him  at  large  to  his  own  dark  design. 
That  with  reiterated  crimes  he  might 
Heap  on  himself  damnation,  while  he  sought       215 
Evil  to  others,  and  enraged  might  see 
How  all  his  malice  served  but  to  bring  forth 


190.  Virgil  deKribet  the  bulk  of  one  of  the  giants  tn  the 
manner.    TEn.  vi.  SOS. 

199.  Typhon  or  Typhans  was  one  of  the  rebel  ffiantB,  aad 
Imprisoned  by  Japtter  under  Mount  JEtna,  or,  as  othen  say,  la  • 
cave  near  Tamu,  a  dty  in  Cilicia. 

901.  It  has  been  qnestioned  whether  Milton  supposed  the  Levia* 
than  to  be  a  whale  or  a  crocodile.— It  is  most  probable  his  Ima- 
gination ma4e  him  content  with  the  description  of  this  anteial 
even  in  Job,  and  that  his  critical  industry  was  not  at  all  ei^aged 
settling  the  question. 

304.  Benti«|  has  given  a  carious  instance  of  his  ntter  vnuit 
«f  poetical  feeling  in  proposing  to  change  this  ^thet  nigAt- 
foundered  into  mrk-foundered. 

909.  This  verse,  by  iu  hiboured  length,  well  exiHreMes  me  Um 
of  Satan  i  immense  nolk. 
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Infinite  gooduen,  grace,  and  mercy  ahewn 

On  Man,  by  him  aeduced ;  but  on  himaelf 

Treble  confusion,  wrath,  and  reng^ance  pour'd.    S3Q 

Forthwith  upright  he  rears  from  off  the  pool 

His  mighty  stature ;  on  each  hand  the  flames 

Driv'n  backward  slope  their  pointing  spires,  and  roH'4 

In  billows,  leave  i'  th'  midst  a  horrid  vale. 

Then  with  expanded  wings  he  steers  his  flight 

Aloft,  incumbent  on  the  dusky  air, 

"llnat  felt  unusual  weight;  tiU  on  dry  land 

He  lights,  if  it  were  land  that  ever  bum'd 

With  solid,  as  the  lake  with  liquid  fire ; 

And  such  appear'd  in  hue,  as  when  the  force 

Of  subterranean  wind  transports  a  hill 

Tom  from  Pelorus,  or  the  shatter'd  side 

Of  thund'ring  ^tna»  whose  combustible 

And  fuel'd  entrails  thence  conceiving  fire, 

Sublimed  with  min'ral  fury,  aid  the  winds,  2235 

And  leave  a  singed  bottom  all  involved 

With  stench  and  smoke :  such  resting  found  the  sole 

Of  unblest  feet     Him  foUow'd  his  next  mate. 

Both  glorying  to  have  'scap'd  the  Stygian  flood 

As  Gods,  and  by  their  own  recover'd  strength,     24ft 

Not  by  the  suff'rance  of  Supernal  Power. 

Is  this  the  region,  this  the  soil,  the  clime. 
Said  then  the  lost  Arch-Angel,  this  the  seat 
That  we  must  change  for  heav'n,  this  mournful  gloom 
For  that  celestial  light  ?    Be  it  so,  since  he  34fl 

Who  now  is  Sovran  can  dispose  and  bid 
What  shall  be  right :  fartliest  from  him  is  best. 
Whom  reason  hath  equall'd,  force  hath  made  supreme 
Above  his  equals.    Farewell  happy  fields. 
Where  joy  for  ever  dwells :  Hail  horrors,  hw'       9St 
Infernal  world,  and  thou  profoundest  Hell 
Receive  thy  new  possessor ;  one  who  brings 
A  mind  not  to  be  changed  by  place  or  time. 
The  mind  is  its  own  place,  and  in  itself 
Can  make  a  Heav'n  of  Hell,  a  Hell  of  Heav'n.     lU 

996.  Said  to  be  borrowed  from  Spenner,  Book  i.  Canto  s. 
33t.  Winds  Is  tometlnies  read  instead  of  wind,  a 
S32.  Pelorufi  is  a  Sicilian  promontory  now  callca  Capo  di  Faio< 
346.  Sovran  is  abrldgred  from  the  Italian  Sovrano. 
tS4.  This  sentiment  is  the  frreat  foundatioa  on  which  the  Stefal 
built  their  whole  sjrBteni  of  Cthics. 
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What  matter  where,  if  I  be  stiU  the  8ame«  * 
And  what  I  ahould  be,  all  bat  leas  than  he 
Whom  thunder  hath  made  greater?    Here  at  least 
We  shall  be  free ;  th'  Almighty  hath  not  built 
Here  for  his  enyy,  will  not  driye  us  hence : 
Here  we  may  reign  secure,  and  in  my  choice 
To  reign  is  worth  ambition,  though  in  heU ; 
Better  to  reign  in  hell  than  serve  in  heaven. 
But  wherefore  let  we  then  our  faithful  frienda, 
Th'  associates  and  copartners  of  our  loss,  96ft 

Lie  thus  astonish'd  on  th'  obliyious  pool, 
And  call  them  not  to  share  with  us  their  part 
In  this  unhappy  mansion,  or  once  more 
With  rallied  arms  to  try  what  may  be  yet 
Regain'd  in  heav'n,  or  what  more  lost  in  Hell  1   STQ 

So  Satan  spake ;  and  him  Beglzebub 
Thus  answer'd :  Leader  of  those  armies  bright. 
Which  but  th'  Omnipotent  none  could  hare  ibil'd. 
If  once  they  hear  that  voice,  their  liveliest  pledge 
Of  hope  in  fears  and  dangers,  heard  so  oft  279 

In  worst  extremes,  and  on  the  perilous  edge 
Of  battle  when  it  raged,  in  all  assaults 
Their  surest  signal,  they  will  soon  resume 
New  courage  and  revive,  though  now  they  lie 
Grovling  and  prostrate  on  yon  lake  of  fire,  880 

As  we  ere  while,  astounded  and  amazed. 
No  wonder,  fall'n  such  a  pernicious  height. 

He  scarce  had  ceased  when  the  superior  Fiend 
Was  moving  tow'rd  the  shore ;  his  pond'roos  shield, 
Ethereal  temper,  massy,  large,  and  round,  285 

Behind  him  cast ;  the  broad  circumference 
Hung  on  his  shoulders  like  the  moon,  whose  orb 
Through  optic  glass  the  Tuscan  artist  views 
At  evening  from  the  top  of  Fesol6, 
Or  in  Valdarno,  to  descry  new  lands,  200 

Rivers,  or  mountains,  on  her  spotty  globe. 
His  spear,  to  equal  which  the  tallest  pine 

363.  The  nme  eentiment  !•  put  by  /Elschyliu  Into  the  mouth  vf 

PrometheuH.  and  it  was  the  wrell-known  Baying^  of  Juliuf  CogMr. 

that  he  would  rather  be  the  firitt  man  in  a  village,  than  theteooiM 

ki  Rome. 
887.  So  Honipr  and  Oasian  com  pare,  the  shields  of  their  heroea* 
t88.  Feaole  and  Valdarno,  the  one  a  aty,  the  other  a  Taltef « ia 

TiMcany.  _, 
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Hewn  on  Norwe^an  hills,  to  be  the  mast 

Of  some  great  ammiral»  were  but  a  wand» 

He  walked  with  to  support  uneasy  steps  99S 

Over  the  burning  marie;  not  like  those  steps 

On  Heaven's  azure,  and  the  torrid  clime 

Smote  on  him  sore  besides,  vaulted  with  fire : 

Nathless  he  so  endured,  till  on  the  beach 

Of  that  inflamed  sea  he  stood,  and  call'd  3M 

His  legions.  Angel  forms,  who  lay  entranced 

Thick  as  autunmal  leaves  that  strow  the  brooks 

In  Vallombrosa,  where  the  Etrurian  shades 

High  over-arch'd  imbow'r ;  or  scatter'd  sedge 

Afloat,  when  with  fierce  winds  Orion  arm'd  3Gd 

Hath  vex'd  the  Red  Sea  coast,  whose  wavesD'erthrew 

Bttsiris  and  his  Memphian  chivalry. 

While  with  perfidious  hatred  they  pursued 

The  sojourners  of  Grosheu,  who  beheld 

From  the  safe  shore  their  floating  carcases  310 

And  broken  chariot  wheels :  so  thick  bestrown. 

Abject  and  lost  lay  these,  covering  the  flood, 

Under  amazement  of  their  hideous  chanife. 

He  caird  so  loud,  that  all  the  hollow  deep 

Of  Hell  resounded.    Princes,  Potentates,  SIS 

Warriors,  the  flow'r  of  heav'u,  once  yours,  now  lost. 

If  such  astonishment  as  this  can  seize 

Eternal  spirits ;  or  have  ye  cbos'n  this  place 

After  the  toil  of  battle  to  repose 

Your  wearied  virtue,  for  the  ease  you  find  320 

To  slumber  here,  as  in  the  vales  of  Heaven  ? 

Or  in  this  abject  posture  have  ye  sworn 

T'  adore  the  conqueror?  who  now  beholds 

Cherub  and  Seraph  rolling  in  the  flood 

With  scatter'd  arms  and  ensigns,  till  anon  i'i!> 

383.  Milton  liere  ag^ala  enlargres  on  the  idea  of  the  Krtat  pre- 
tredin^  poets,  whu  liad  given  their  heroes  a  pine  for  their  wuiidt 
or  Hpcars. 

294.  Ammiral  froi^i  the  German  aniiral  nr  the  Ita  ian  amnitnifir|io. 

303.  A  famous  valley  in  Tuscany.  Tlie  name  is  compounded  of 
mills  and  umbra. 

SOS.  Orion  is  the  most  stormy  of  the  constellations  and,  as  the 
Aed  Sea  abounds  with  sedje.  It  Is  here  represented  as  exercising 
its  influence  over  it. 

:to7.  Pharaoh  has  been  supposed  to  be  the  same  with  Biisiris 
•rhich  opinion  Milton  appears  to  have  held.  Chivalry  is  used  in 
Ibe  poets  to  denote,  not  only  those  who  fig'ht  ou  hones,  but  ihOM 
*ho  go  to  battle  in  chariot*  dravr.  by  them* 


/ 
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His  swift  puTSoeis  from  heav'n  gates  discern 
Th'  adTantage>  and  descending  tread  ns  down 
Thus  drooping,  or  with  linked  thunderbolts 
Transfix  us  to  the  bottom  of  this  gulf. 
Awake,  arise,  or  be  for  ever  fall'n.  SM 

They  heard,  and  were  abash'd,  and  up  they  sprang 
Upon  the  wing,  as  when  men  wont  to  watch 
On  duty,  sleeping  fotmd  by  whom  they  dread* 
Roiue  and  bestir  themselves  ere  well  awake. 
Nor  did  they  not  perceive  the  evil  plight  SU 

In  which  they  were,  or  the  fierce  pains  not  feel ; 
Yet  to  their  general's  voice  they  soon  obey'd 
Innumerable.    As  when  the  potent  rod 
Of  Araram's  son,  in  Egypt's  evil  day. 
Waved  round  the  coast,  up  call'd  a  pitchy  cloud   3M 
Of  locujits,  warping  on  the  eastern  wind. 
That  o'er  the  realm  of  impious  Pharaoh  hung 
Like  night,  and  darken'd  all  the  land  of  Nile : 
So  numberless  were  those  bad  Angels  seen 
Hov'ring  on  wing  under  the  cope  of  Hell  84S 

'Twixt  upper,  nether,  and  surrounding  fires ; 
Till,  as  a  signal  giv'n,  th'  uplifted  spear 
Of  their  great  Sultan  waving  to  direct 
Their  course,  in  even  balance  down  they  light 
On  the  firm  brimstone,  and  fill  all  the  plain ;        850 
A  multitude,  like  which  the  populous  north 
Pour'd  never  from  her  frozen  loins,  to  pass 
Rhene  or  the  Danaw,  when  her  barb'rous  sons 
Came  like  a  deluge  on  the  south,  and  spread 
Beneath  Gibraltar  to  the  Lybian  sands.  855 

Forthwith  from  ev'ry  squadron  and  each  band 
The  heads  and  leaders  thither  haste  where  stood 
Their  great  commander;  Godlike  shapes  and  forms 
Excelling  human,  princely  dignities. 
And  Pow'rs  that  erst  in  Heaven  sat  on  thrones;  8M 
Though  of  their  names  in  heav'nly  records  now. 
Be  no  memorial,  blotted  out  and  rased 
By  their  rebellion  from  the  books  of  life« 

329.  An  allusion  U  here  made  to  the  story  of  Ajss  OOeaSf 

Mn.  \.  44. 
338.  See  Exodus  x.  13.  .  .        • 

363.  Instead  of  book,  to  answer  better  to  the  plural  neerdtmd 

tefore,  and  to  the  iDimen»e  number  of  angels. 
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Nor  had  they  yet  aixioiig  the  mus  of  Eve 

Got  them  new  names,  till  wand'ring  o'er  the  earth. 

Thro'  God's  high  suff'rance  for  the  trial  of  man. 

By  falsities  and  lies  the  greatest  part 

Of  mankind  they  corrupted,  to  forsake 

God  their  Creator,  and  th'  invisible 

Glory  of  him  that  made  them  to  transform,  STt 

Oft  to  the  image  of  a  brute,  adom'd 

With  gay  relignions  full  of  pomp  and  gold, 

And  Devils  to  adore  for  Deities : 

Then  were  they  known  to  men  by  various  names, 

And  various  idols  through  the  Heathen  world.      375 

Say,  Muse,  their  names  then  known,  who  first,  who 

Roused  from  the  slumber,  on  that  fiery  couch,     [last 

At  their  great  emp'ror's  call,  as  next  in  worth 

C.  me  singly  where  he  stood  on  the  bare  strand, 

While  the  promiscuous  crowd  stood  yet  aloof.        38V 

The  chief  were  those  who  from  the  pit  of  Hell 

Roaming  to  seek  their  prey  on  earth,  durst  fix 

Their  seats  long  after  next  the  seat  of  God, 

Their  altars  by  his  altar,  Gods  adored 

Among  the  nations  round,  and  durst  abide  335 

Jehovah  tbund'ring  out  of  Sion,  throned 

Between  the  Cherubim ;  yea,  often  placed 

Within  his  sanctuary  itself  their  shrines, 

Abominations ;  and  with  cursed  things 

His  holy  rites  and  solemn  feasts  profaned,  390 

And  with  their  darkness  durst  affront  his  light. 

First  Moloch,  horrid  king,  besmear'd  with  blood 

Of  human  sacrifice,  and  parents'  tears. 

Though  for  the  noise  of  drums  and  timbrels  loud 

366.  See  Rom.  chap.  I. 

373.  The  catalogue  of  the  evii  spirits  In  a  erMt  proof  botli  of  »*>« 
art  and  the  imajrination  of  iMilton.  It  is  fur  siiiK'rior  in  dcwrip- 
tion,  as  well  as  ntness,  to  those  in  Homer  and  Viriril,  and  fnrsns 
a  pirt  of  the  poem  which  could  not  be  removed  witiiont  great 
injurv.to  its  romplptene«s. 

386'.  Gftd  dwelt  in  a  visible  g:lorT  between  the  cherubim  in  the 
llolv  of  Holies  of  the  temple  on  IVfount  Sion. 

392.  Molnch  has  been  supposed  to  be  ttie  Saturn  of  the  heathens. 
Fhe  Scriptures  say  that  parenU  made  tluiir  children  pa^s  tlirousfh 
the  fire  to  him,  not  perhaps  in  sacrifice  always,  but  as  a  rite  of  con- 
secration to  bini.  Rabba  wan  the  capital  of  the  Ammonites,  and 
Arjrob  and  Uasan  neig'hbonring  countries.  Uehi  niia,  or  the  vallef 
of  Hinnom,  near  Jerusalem,  is  made  in  the  New  Testament  a  type 
of  bcU,  as  it  was  there  that  a  Arc  was  kept  up  to  consume  tm 
Mcriflcei  offered  to  this  idol. 


BOOK  I. 

Their  children's  cries  unheard,  that  i»as8'd  thro'  fire 

To  his  grim  idol.    Him  the  Ammonite  JIM 

Worshipp'd  ill  Rabba  and  her  wat'ry  plain. 

In  Argob  and  in  Basan,  to  the  stream 

Of  utmoflt  Amon.    Nor  content  with  such 

Audacious  nei{^hbourhood,  the  wisest  heart  400 

Of  Solomon  he  led  by  fraud  to  build 

His  temple  right  against  th^  temple'  of  God« 

On  that  opprobrious  hill ;  and  made  his  grove 

The  pleasant  vale  of  Hinnom,  Tophet  thence 

And  black  Gehenna  call'd,  the  t3^e  of  HeU.  40S 

Next  Chemos,  th'  dbscene  dread  of  Moab's  sons. 

Prom  Aroar  to  Nebo,  and  the  wild 

Of  southrao»t  Abarim ;  in  Hesebon 

And  Horonaim,  Seon's  realm,  beyond 

The  flowery  dale  of  Sibma  clad  with  yisef,  410 

And  Eleal^  to  th'  Asphaltic  pool. 

Peer  his  other  name,  when  he  enticed 

Israel  in  Sittim,  on  their  march  from  Nile, 

To  do  him  wanton  rites,  which  cost  them  woe* 

Yet  thence  his  lustful  orgies  he  enlarged  413 

E'en  to  that  hill  of  scandal,  by  the  grove 

Of  Moloch  homicide  ;  lust  hard  by  hate ; 

Till  good  Josiah  drove  them  thence  to  Hell. 

With  these  came  they,  who,  from  the  bord'ring  flood 

Of  old  Euphrates  to  the  brook  that  paits  420 

Egypt  from  Syrian  gpround,  had  general  names 

Of  Baalim  and  Ashtaroth ;  those  male. 

These  feminine :  for  spirits,  when  they  please. 

Can  cither  sex  assume,  or  both ;  so  soft 

And  uncompounded  is  their  essence  pure  4S5 

Not  tied  nor  manacled  with  joint  or  limb ; 

Nor  founded  on  the  brittle  strength  of  bones, 

Like  cumbrous  flesh ;  but,  in  what  shape  they  choose 

406.  Chemosh  U  thus  mentioned  next  to  Moloch  becatMC  their 
iianit>s  are  aaiied  in  Scripture,  see  l  Kin^xL  7.  This  iad  la 
cdpfMnwd  to  be  tlie  same  wttli  Baal-Peor  and  with  Priaput,  sec 
also  Numbers  xsv.  a  Kjn^  xxiii. 

417.  Tht>  &iure  contniiied  in  this  verse  conveys  a  strong  monl 
truth.  Had  it  not  been,  howevtr,  that  the  music  of  the  T«rB« 
woniil  have  b^en  injured,  ilie  idea  would  have  been  more  correct 
by  the  tmiiKiKHiitioa  of  the  words  lust  and  hate.— See  Faerie  Queen, 
a.  3.  Can.  I'i. 

4S3.  The  Gods  of  Syria,  Palestine,  to. 

428.  Speculations  about  the  nature  of  cptrift  were  a  fitvourlts 
anuuwuent  with  learned  meo  a  few  ceaturies  back.  MUtoa  doubtp 
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IMlated  or  condeiued,  bright  or  obscim 

Can  execute  their  aSry  purposeSf 

And  woriu  of  lore  or  enmity  fulfil. 

For  those  the  race  of  Israel  oft  forsook 

Their  living  Strength,  and  unfrequented  left 

His  righteous  altar,  bowing  lowly  down 

To  bestial  gods ;  for  which  their  heads  as  low       4S5 

Bow'd  down  in  battle,  sunk  before  the  spear 

Of  despicable  foes.    With  these  in  troop 

Came  Astoreth,  whom  the  Phoenicians  call'd 

Astarte,  queen  of  heaven,  with  crescent  horns ; 

To  whose  bright  imagre  nightly  by  the  moon         440 

Sidonian  vii^ns  paid  their  vows  and  songs ; 

In  Sion  also  not  unsung,  where  stood 

Her  temple  on  th'  offensive  mountain,  built 

By  that  uxorious  king,  whose  heart,  though  large. 

Beguiled  by  fair  idolatresses,  fell  445 

To  idols  foul.    Thammuz  came  next  behind. 

Whose  annual  wound  in  Lebanon  allured 

The  Syrian  damsels  to  lament  his  fate 

In  amorous  ditties  all  a  summer's  day; 

While  smooth  Adonis  from  his  native  rock  45t 

Ran  purple  to  the  sea,  supposed  with  blood 

Of  Thammuz  yearly  wounded :  the  love-tale 

Infected  Sion's  daughters  with  like  heat ; 

Whose  wanton  passions  in  the  sacred  porch 

Ezekiel  saw,  when  by  the  vision  led,  455 

His  eye  survey'd  the  dark  idolatries 

Of  alienated  Jndah.    Next  came  one 

Who  mourn 'd  in  earnest,  when  the  captive  ark 

Maim'd  his  brute  image,  head  and  bauds  lojyp'd  off 

In  his  own  temple,  on  the  grunsel  edge,  48i 

Where  he  fell  flat,  and  shamed  his  worshippers : 

Dagon  his  name,  sea-monster,  upward  man 

And  downward  fish :  yet  had  his  temple  high 

Rear'd  in  Azotus,  dreaded  through  the  coast 

l«w  parinoK  in  tne  interrnt.  Thi  work  rrom  which  be  is  ciif^'Med 
to  liavf  ukf  n  inoht  wan  by  Fiieilut>,  an  autlior  who  conipoMxl  I 
dial«i|pir  on  tlir  nubjiTt. 

438.  F'>r  mention  of  thiit  Idol,  see  Jeremiah  vii.  18.  xUr.  17,  IS. 
Sl»o  I  Kinprs  xi.  5.  3  Kiiixv  xxiti.  13. 

446.  Tluraniuz,  or  Adouix,  was  the  eod  of  the  Syrians,  lie  wat 
■iiin  Iqr  a  bear  on  mount  Lebanon,  from  which  the  rirer  of  the 
■uuc  name  descended. 

469.  For  ihc  explanation  of  this  pMaage,  see  1  Sam.  v.  4.  vl.  it. 
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Of  Paleftine,  in  Gafh  and  Ascalon,  401 

And  Accaron  and  Oaxa's  frontier  boonda. 

Rim  foUow'd  RimnM>n,  whose  delightfal  seat 

Was  fair  Damascus,  on  the  fertile  banks 

Of  Abbana  and  Pharphar,  lucid  streams. 

He  also  'gainst  the  house  of  God  was  bold :  47f 

A  leper  once  he  lost,  and  gain'd  a  king ; 

Ahas  his  sottish  conqu'ror,  whom  he  drew 

God's  altar  to  disparage  and  displace 

For  one  of  Syrian  mode,  whereon  to  bom 

His  odious  offerings,  and  adore  the  gods  475 

Whom  he  had  ranquish'd.    After  these  appear'd 

A  crew,  who,  under  names  of  old  renown, 

Osiris,  Iris,  Orus,  and  their  train. 

With  monstrous  shapes  and  sorceries  abused 

Fanatic  Egypt  and  heir  priests,  to  seek  480 

Their  wandering  gods  disguised  in  brutish  forms 

Rather  than  human.    Nor  did  Israel  'scape 

Th'  infection,  when  their  borrow'd  gold  composed 

The  calf  in  Oreb ;  and  the  rebel  king 

Doubled  that  sin  in  Bethel  and  in  Dan,  489 

Likening  his  Maker  to  the  grazed  ox ; 

Jehorah,  who  in  one  night  when  he  pass'd 

From  Egypt  marching,  equall'd  with  one  stroke 

Both  her  first-bom,  and  all  her  bleating  g^ods. 

Belial  came  last,  than  whom  a  spirit  more  lewd  494 

Fell  not  from  heaven,  or  more  g^^MS  to  love 

Vice  for  itself :  to  whom  no  temple  stood. 

Nor  altar  smoked ;  yet  who  more  oft  than  he 

In  temples  and  at  altars,  wheft  the  priest 

Turns  atheist,  as  did  Eli's  sons,  who  fill'd 

With  lust  and  violence  the  house  of  God  t 

In  courts  and  palaces  he  also  reigns. 

And  in  luxurious  cities,  where  the  noise 

Of  riot  ascends  above  their  loftiest  towers. 

And  injury  and  outrage  :  and  when  night 

Darkens  the  streets,  then  wander  forth  the  sons 


407.  RImmon  wu  a  irod  of  the  Syrians.  The  leper  nendoaed 
WM  Ntanian,  aee  3  Kiai(«  v. 

47S.  The  princiMi  deitloi  of  the  Si^jptixa*, 

400.  Belial  and  Moloch  have  f itnatioDs  awarded  them  aocordla^ 
t»  Ibelr  cbaracten :  the  oae  laat  hecanse  the  aioit  slolliAri«  the 
elksr  flmbecaoM  me  moat  vloleat. 
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Of  Belial,  flown  with  insolence  and  wine. 

Witness  the  streets  of  Sodom,  and  that  night 

lu  Gibeah,  when  the  hospitable  door 

Exposed  a  matron,  to  avoid  worse  rape.  }08 

These  were  the  prime  in  order  and  in  might: 

The  rest  were  long  to  tell,  though  far  renown'd, 

Th'  Ionian  gods,  of  Javan's  issue  held 

Gods,  yet  confess'd  later  than  Heaven  and  Earth, 

Their  boasted  parents :  Titan,  Heaven's  first-bom,  bit 

With  his  enormous  brood,  and  birthright  seized 

By  younger  Saturn  :  he  from  mightier  Jove, 

His  own  and  Rhea's  son,  like  measure  found ; 

So  Jove  usurping  reign'd :  these  first  in  Crete 

And  Ida  known,  thence  on  the  snowy  top  filS 

Of  cold  Olympus,  ruled  the  middle  air. 

Their  highest  heav'n ;  or  on  the  Delphian  cliff. 

Or  in  Dodona,  and  through  all  the  bounds 

Of  Doric  land ;  or  who  with  Saturn  old 

Fled  over  Adria  to  th'  Hesperian  fields,  5M 

And  o'er  the  Celtic  roam'd  the  utmost  isle's.. 

All  these  and  more  came  flocking ;  but  with  looks 
Downcast  and  damp ;  yet  such  wherein  appear'd 
Obscure  some  glimpse  of  joy,  to  have  found  their 

chief 
Not  in  despair,  to  have  found  themselves  not  lost  595 
In  loss  itself:  which  on  his  count'nance  cast  * 

Like  doubtful  hue :  but  he,  his  wonted  pride 
Soon  recollecting,  with  high  words,  that  bore 
Semblance  of  worth,  not  substance,  gently  raised 
Their  fainting  courage,*and  dispell'd  their  fears.     5M 
Then  straight  commands,  that  at  the  warlike  sound 
Of  trumpets  loud  and  clarions  be  uprear'd 
His  mighty  standard ;  that  proud  honour  claim*d 
Azazel  as  his  right,  a  cherub  tall ; 
Who  forthwith  from  the  glittering  staff  unfurl'd  fiU 
Th'  imperial  ensign ;  which,  full  high  advanced, 
Shone  like  a  meteor,  streaming  to  the  wind, 

503.  Blotm  has  been  proposed  as  another  readlngr. 

508.  From  Javan  were  deuended  the  loniant  and  GredaiMk 
uiionj^  whom  arose  the  goda  of  the  later  mythology. 

530.  Their/ainted  courage  in  the  first  edition. 

S34.  Anxel,  accordinjf  to  its  derivation,  means  bravt  in  rr* 
treatiHg,    The  description  in  this  paasage  is  remarkably 
«ificeau 
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With  gem9  and  g(dden  lustre  rich  emblazed 

Seraphic  arms  and  trophies ;  all  the  while 

Sonorous  metal  blowing  martial  sounds :  840 

iLt  which  the  universal  host  up-sent 

A.  shout,  that  tore  hell's  concave,  and  beyond 

Frighted  the  reign  of  Chaos  and  old  Night. 

All  in  a  moment  through  the  gloom  were  seen 

Ten  thousand  banners  rise  into  the  air,  f  Jj 

With  orient  colours  waving  :  with  them  rose 

A  forest  huge  of  spears ;  and  thronging  helms 

Appear'd,  and  serried  shields  in  thick,  array 

Of  depth  immeasurable  :  anon  they  move 

In  perfect  phalanx  to  the  Dorian  mood  5M 

Of  flutes  and  soft  recorders ;  such  as  raised 

To  height  of  noblest  temper  heroes  old 

Arming  to  battle  ;  and  instead  of  rage 

Deliberate  valour  breath'd,  firm  and  unmoved 

With  dread  of  death  to  flight  or  foul  retreat :        555 

Nor  wanting  power  to  mitigate  and  'suage» 

With  solemn  touches  troubled  thoughts,  and  chase 

Anguish,  and  doubt,  and  fear,  and  sorrow,  and  pain 

From  mortal  or  immoortal  minds.    Thus  they. 

Breathing  \mited  force,  with  fixed  thought,  560 

Moved  on  in  silence,  to  soft  pipes,  that  charm'd 

Their  painful  steps  o'er  the  burnt  soil :  and  now 

Advanced  in  view  they  stand  ;  a  horrid  front 

Of  dreadful  length  and  dazzling  arms,  in  gui»e 

Of  warriors  old  with  order'd  spear  and  shield,      500 

Awaiting  what  command  their  mighty  chief 

Had  to  impose :  he  through  the  armed  tiles 

Darts  his  experienced  eye,  and  soon  traverse 

llie  whole  battalion  views,  their  order  due, 

Their  visages  and  stature  as  of  gods  :  670 

Their  number  last  he  sums.    And  now  his  heart 

Distends  with  pride,  and  hardening  in  his  strength 

Glories ;  for  never  since  created  man 

Met  such  embodied  force,  as,  named  with  tiiese, 

Gould  merit  more  than  that  small  infantry  575 

Warr'd  on  by  cranes :  though  all  the  giant  brood 

543  Reipn  08«d  like  the  Latin  rernam,  for  kingdom. 

5aO.  There  were  three  kinds  or  music  amonir  the  ancient*. 
The  LyJl'.in,  the  ntost  melancholy ;  the  Phrygian,  trie  most  lively ; 
and  the  Uorian,  tiie  most  majestic.  Milton  tias  t)een  verv  exaet 
tn  employing  music  flt  for  each  particalar  purpose* 

C  2 
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Of  Phlegpra  with  th'  heroic  race. were  joia'd 

That  fought  at  Thebes  and  Ilium,  on  each  ndt 

Mix'd  witli  auxiliar  gixU ;  and  what  resonnda 

In  fable  or  romance  of  Uther's  eon 

Begirt  with  British  and  Armoric  knighta ; 

And  all  who  since*  baptized  or  infidel. 

Jousted  in  Aspramont,  or  Montalban, 

Oamasco,  or  Marocco,  or  Trebisond, 

Or  whom  Biserta  sent  from  Afric  shore,  BBS 

When  Charlemagne  with  all  his  peerage  fell 

By  Pontarabia.    Thus  far  these  beyond 

Compare  of  mortal  prowess,  yet  observed 

Ttieir  dread  commander :  he,  above  the  rest 

In  shape  and  gesture  proudly  eminent,  9119 

Stood  like  a  tower ;  his  form  had  not  yet  lost 

All  her  original  brightness,  nor  appear'd 

Less  than  archangel  ruin'd,  and  the  excess 

Of  glory  obscured ;  as  when  the  sun,  new  risen. 

Looks  through  the  horizontal  misty  air  Ml 

Shorn  of  his  beams;  or  from  behind  the  moon. 

In  dim  eclipse,  disastrous  twilight  sheds 

On  half  the  nations,  and  with  fear  of  change 

Perplexes  monarchs.    Darken'd  so,  yet  shone 

Above  them  all  the  Arch-angel :  but  his  face 

Deep  scars  of  thunder  had  iutrench'd,  and  care 

Sat  on  his  faded  cheek ;  but  under  brows 

Of  dauntless  courage,  and  considerate  pride 

Waiting  revenge  ;  cniel  his  eye,  but  cast 

Signs  of  remorse  and  passion,  to  behold 

The  fellows  of  bin  crime,  the  followers  rather 

(Far  other  once  b<  held  in  bliss),  coudemn'd 

For  ever  now  to  ^  ave  their  lot  in  pain : 

Millions  of  Spin*s  for  his  fault  amerced 

Of  heaven,  <tnd  •  rom  eternal  splendours  flung      619 

For  his  revolt,  vet  faithful  how  they  stood. 

Their  glorv  wif  her'd  :  as  when  Heav'n't  fire 

Hath  scatb'd  f)ip.  forest  oaks,  or  mountain  pines, 

ft77>  PhlcT'a  wn^  a  dty  of  Macedonia. 

ftSO.  Uthe*'*  nnt\  wag  Kinp-  Arthur :  this  and  the  followinr  al< 
lufions  are  ('eriv«>d  from  tlie  old  romanre*  on  the  snbjecl.  Char- 
lemairne  is  aid  not  to  have  died  at  T'outarabia,  but  some  yeafS 
•fker,  and  (n  peace. 

•00.  Aw-rcea.  deprived  of. 

•II.  The  of^nstruction  requires  a  reference  to  the  veib*  lehMf 
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With  aiiig«d  top  their  stately  groyfth.  tho'  bare 
Stands  ua  the  Masted  heath.    He  now  prepared   611 
To  speak ;  whereat  their  doubled  ranks  they  bend 
Prom  wing  to  wing,  and  half  inclose  him  round 
With  all  his  peers.    Attention  held  them  mute, 
rhrice  he  assa^d,  and  thrice*  in  spite  ci  soom. 
Tears,  such  as  angels  weep*  bunt  forth.    At  last 
Words  interwove  with  sighs  found  out  their  way. 

O  myriads  of  immortal  Sinrits,  0  Powers 
Matchless*  but  with  th'  Almighty*  and  that  strife 
Was  not  inglorious*  though  th'  event  was  dire» 
4s  this  place  testifies*  and  this  dire  change* 
Hateful  to  utter ;  but  what  power  of  mind* 
Foreseeing  or  presaging,  from  the  depth 
Of  knowledge  past  or  present*  could  have  fear'd 
How  such  united  force  of  Gods,  how  such 
As  stood  like  these,  could  ever  know  repulse ; 
For  who  can  yet  believe*  though  alter  loss* 
That  all  these  puissant  legions*  whose  exile 
Hath  emptied  Heav*n,  shall  fail  to  re-ascend 
Self-raised,  and  repossess  their  native  seat  ? 
For  me*  be  witness  all  the  host  of  Heav'n*  69$ 

If  counsels  different*  or  danger  shunn'd 
By  me,  have  lost  our  hopes.    But  he  who  reigns 
Monarch  in  Heav'n*  till  then  as  one  secure 
Sat  on  his  throne,  upheld  by  old  repute* 
Consent,  or  custom,  and  his  regal  state  049 

Put  forth  at  full,  but  still  his  strength  conceal'd* 
Which  tempted  our  attempt,  and  wrought  our  fall. 
Henceforth  his  might  we  know,  and  know  our  own* 
So  as  not  either  to  provoke  or  dread 
New  war,  provoked ;  our  better  patt  remains       04Cr 
To  work  in  close  desig^n,  by  fraud  or  guile* 
What  force  effected  not ;  that  he  no  less 
At  length  from  us  may  find,  who  overcomes 
By  force,  hath  overcome  but  half  his  foe. 
Space  may  produce  new  worlds ;  whereof  so  rife    0M 
There  went  a  fame  in  Heav'n  that  he  ere  long 
Intended  to  create,  and  therein  plant 
A  generation,  whom  his  choice  regard 
Should  favour  equal  to  the  sons  of  Heav'n : 

€33.  A  third  part  of  the  sngelt  is  rappoMd  to  have  Mkn.  «k 
kcT.  xli  4. 
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Thither,  if  but  to  pry,  shall  be  perbapa  655 

Our  first  eruptioB,  tbither  or  elsewhere : 
For  this  infernal  pit  shall  never  hold 
Celestial  Spirits  in  bondage,  nor  th'  abyss 
Long  under  darkness  cover.    But  these  thought* 
Full  counsel  miist  mature :  Peace  is  despair'd,     dM 
For  who  can  think  submission  1  War  then.  War, 
Open  or  understood,  must  be  resolved. 

He  spake :  and,  to  confirm  his  -words,  out  flew 
Millions  of  flaming  swords,  drawn  from  the  thighs 
Of  luighty  Cherubim  :  the  sudden  blaze  A69 

Far  round  illumined  Hell.    Highly  they  raged 
Auainst  the  highest,  and  fierce  with  grasped  arms 
Clash'd  on  their  sounding  shields  the  din  of  war. 
Hurling  defiance  tow'rd  the  vault  of  Heaven. 

There  stood  a  hill  not  far,  whose  grisly  top        67ft 
Belch 'd  fire  and  rolling  nmoke  ;  the  rest  entire 
Shone  with  a  glossy  scurf,  undoubted  sign 
That  in  his  womb  was  hid  metallic  ore. 
The  work  of  sulphur.    Thither  wing'd  with  speed 
X  uum'rons  btigade  hasten'd  :  as  when  bands      075 
Of  pioneers,  with  spade  and  pickaxe  arm'd. 
Forerun  the  royal  camp  to  trench  a  field. 
Or  cast  a  rampart.    Mammon  led  tliem  on ; 
Mammon,  the  least  erected  Spirit  thut  fell 
Prom  Heav'n  ;  for  e'en  in  Heav'n  his  looks  and 

thoughts  OM 

Were  always  downward  bent,  admiring  more 
The  riches  of  Heav'n's  puveinc.iit,  trodden  gold, 
Than  au^rht  divine  or  holy  else  enjoy'd 
In  viijiou  beatific.     By  him  first 
Men  also,  and  by  his  suggestion  taught,  03ft 

Ransack 'd  the  centre,  and  with  in>pious  hands 
Rifled  the  bowel:)  of  their  motlier  earth 
For  treasures  better  hid.    Soon  had  his  crew 
Open'd  into  the  hill  a  spacious  woimd, 
And  digg'd  out  ribs  of  (rold.    Let  none  admire     090 
That  riches  grow  in  Hell ;  that  soil  may  best 

9M.  Drawn  from  the  thighs,  a  Greek  and  poetical  mode  at 
expressing  this  idtfo. 

673.  Womb  in  h«re  u«e«l  in  the  wide  sense  of  the  Latin  Ultnu, 

078.  Mammon  is  a  Syrian  word,  and  nutans  riches. 

#84.  The  miners  beiieTe  in  a  sort  of  Devils  who  fraqnant  Ite 
wliiaa,  aad  ■omdUiueii  viork  thens 
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Deaei  re  the  precious  bane.    And  here  let  those 

Who  boast  in  mortal  things,  and  wond'ring  tell 

Of  Babel,  and  the  works  of  Memphian  kings, 

Learn  how  their  greatest  monaments  of  fame* 

And  strength,  and  art,  are  easily  outdone 

By  Spirits  reprobate,  and  in  an  hour 

What  in  an  age  they  with  incessant  toil 

And  hands  innumerable  scarce  perform. 

Nigh  on  the  plain  in  many  cells  prepared,  70U 

That  underneath  had  Teins  of  liquid  fire 

Sluiced  from  the  lake,  a  second  multitude 

With  wond'rons  art  founded  the  massy  ore. 

Severing  each  kind,  and  scumm'd  the  bullion  dross ; 

A  third  as  soon  had  form'd  within  the  ground      Tftll 

A  various  mould,  and  from  the  boiling  cells 

By  strange  conveyance  fill'd  each  hollow  nook. 

As  in  an  organ,  from  one  blast  of  wind. 

To  many  a  row  of  pipes,  the  sound-board  breathes. 

Anon  out  of  the  earth  a  fabric  huge  710 

Rose  like  an  exhalation,  with  the  sound 

Of  dulcet  symphonies  and  voices  sweet. 

Built  like  a  temple,  'where  pilasters  round 

Were  set,  and  Doric  pillars  overlaid 

With  golden  architrave ;  nor  did  there  want        715 

Cornice  or  frieze,  with  bossy  sculptures  gprav'n : 

The  roof  was  fretted  gold.    Not  Babylon, 

Nor  great  Alcairo  such  magnificence 

Eqvall'd  in  all  their  glories,  to  inshrine 

Belus  or  Serapis  their  Gods,  or  seat  789 

Their  kings,  when  Egypt  with  Assyria  strove 

In  wealth  and  luxury.    Th'  ascending  pile 

Stood  fix'd  her  stately  height ;  and  straight  the  doorSf 

Op'ning  thSiT  brazen  folds,  discover  wide 

Within  her  ample  spaces,  o'er  the  smooth  7i6 

And  level  pavement.    From  the  arched  roof. 

Pendant  by  subtle  magic,  many  a  row 

Of  starry  lamps  and  blazing  cressets,  fed 

fl»S.  Slreneth  and  arl  are  to  be  construed  with  monnmenU  in 
the  nominative. 

708.  A  new  and  beautiful  compariaon— Milton  was  a  perfomef 
en  the  orran  himself. 

7ao.  Belus  was  the  son  of  Nimrod,  and  the  first  man 
slil^ted  as  a  God.    He  was  called  Bel,  and  Baal. 
728.  Cresset,  any  great  Ughb 

CI 
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With  Naphtha  and  Asphaltus,  yielded  light 

As  from  a  sky.    The  hasty  multitude  7n 

Admiring  enter'd ;  and  the  work  some  praise* 

And  some  the  architect :  his  hand  was  known 

In  heaven  by  many  a  tower'd  structure  high, 

Where  sceptred  angels  held  their  residence. 

And  sat  as  princes ;  whom  the  supreme  King      79* 

Exalted  to  such  power,  and  gave  to  rule. 

Bach  in  his  hierarchy,  the  orders  blight. 

Nor  was  his  name  unheard  or  unadored 

In  ancient  Greece ;  and  in  Ausoniau  land 

Men  call'd  him  Mulciber ;  and  how  he  fell  740 

From  heaven,  they  fabled,  thrown  by  angry  Jove 

Sheer  o'er  the  crystal  battlements :  from  mom 

To  noon  he  fell,  from  noon  to  dewy  eve, 

A  summer's  day ;  and  with  the  setting  snn 

Dropt  from  the  zenith  like  a  falling  star,  748 

On  Lemnos,  th'  .^Bgean  isle :  thus  they  relate. 

Erring ;  for  he  with  thli  rebellious  rout 

Fell  long  before ;  nor  ought  avail'd  him  now 

T'  have  built  in  heav'n  high  tow'rs ;  nor  did  he  'scap« 

By  all  his  engines,  but  was  headlong  sent  7fi# 

With  his  industrious  crew  to  build  in  hell. 

Meanwhile,  the  winged  heralds,  by  command 
Of  sovereign  power,  wirh  awful  ceremony 
And  trumpet's  sound,  throughout  the  host  proclaim 
A  solemn  council,  forthwith  to  be  held  79A 

At  Pandemonium,  the  high  capital 
Of  Satan  and  his  peers :  their  summons  call'd 
From  every  band  and  squared  regiment 
By  place  or  choice  the  worthiest :  they  anon. 
With  hundreds  and  with  thouttands,  trooping  came. 
Attended :  all  access  was  throng'd :  the  ^tes       701 
And  porches  vride,  but  chief  the  spacious  hall 
(Though  like  a  cover'd  field,  where  champitms  bold 
Wont  ride  in  arm'd,  and  at  the  soldan't  chair 
Defied  the  best  of  Panira  chivalry  76i 

To  mortal  combat,  or  career  with  lance), 
Thiik  swarm 'd,  both  on  the  ground  and  in  the  ?^r. 
Brush 'd  with  the  hiss  of  rustling  wings.    As  bees 
In  spring  time,  when  the  sun  with  Taurus  rides, 

7M.  Thu  limlle  to  a   Miitation  of  Homer,  II.  li.  87. 
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Pom  fbrth  their  populous  >outh  about  the  hive    tt% 

in  clusters ;  they  among  fresh  dews  and  flowers 

Fly  to  and  fro,  or  on  the  smoothed  plank, 

The  suburb  of  their  straw-built  citadel. 

New  rubb'd  with  balm,  expatiate  and  confer 

Their  state  affairs ;  so  thick  the  airy  crowd  779 

Swarm'd  and  were  straiten'd ;  till,  the  signal  giv«iii» 

Behold  a  wonderl  They  bat  now  who  seem'd 

In  bigness  to  surpass  earth's  giant  sons. 

Now  less  than  smallest  dwarfs,  in  narrow  room 

Throng  numberless,  like  that  pygmean  race         780 

Beyond  the  Indian  mount;  or  fairy  eWes, 

Whose  midnight  revels,  by  a  forest-side 

Or  fountain,  some  belated  peasant  sees. 

Or  dreams  he  sees,  while  over  head  the  moon 

Sits  arbitress,  and  nearer  to  the  earth  78A 

Wheels  her  pale  course ;  they,  on  their  mirth  and 

Intent,  with  jocund  music  charm  his  ear ;       [danoe 

At  once  with  joy  and  fear  his  heart  rebounds. 

Thus  incorporeal  spirits  to  smallest  forms 

Reduced  their  shapes  immense,  and  were  at  large, 

Though  without  number  still,  amidst  the  hall       701 

Of  that  infernal  court.    But  far  within. 

And  in  their  own  dimensions  like  themselves. 

The  great  Seraphic  Lords  and  Cherubim, 

In  close  recess  and  secret  conclave  sat,  79S 

A  thousand  Demi-guds  on  golden  seats. 

Frequent  and  full.    After  short  silence  then. 

And  summons  read,  the  great  consult  began. 

777.  We  here  tee  the  uae  of  the  lines  on  the  natare  of  tplrili 
which  prepare  the  reader  for  the  wonder*  afterward  related. 

lii   ArbUnaw,  witneiM,  or  spectatreas.    Aliinion  i«  here 
10  the  supenititiouii  bi'.lie(  in  the  power  of  witchesover  tlM  I 
797.  Frequent,  like  the  Latin  freqoens,  ateuiiagfiUU 


BOOK  11. 
THE  ARGUMENT. 

The  consaltation  be^n,  Satan  debates  whether  aaotber  batt«a 
M  to  be  hazarded  for  the  recovery  of  Heaven :  some  adilae  it, 
Mhera  diasmde:  a  third  proposal  is  preferred,  mentioned  befor* 
br  Satan,  to  search  the  truth  of  that  propheqr  or  tradition  In 
Heaven  concerning'  another  world,  and  another  kind  of  creaturei 
equal  or  not  much  inferior  to  themselves,  about  this  time  to  be 
created :  their  doabt  who  shall  be  sent  on  this  difficult  search : 
Satan  their  chief  undertakes  alone  the  voyase,  is  honoured  and 
apphiuded.  The  council  thus  ended,  the  rest  betake  them  several 
ways,  and  to  several  employments,  as  their  inclinations  lead 
them,  to  entertain  the  time  till  Satan  return.  He  patises  on  his 
tourney  to  Hell-§rates,  flnos  them  shut,  and  who  sat  there  to 
guard  tliem,  by  whom  at  length  they  are  opened,  and  discover 
to  him  the  great  g'ulf  between  Hell  and  Heaven;  with  what  diffi* 
culty  he  passes  through,  directed  bv  Chuos,  tlie  power  of  that  places 
to  tne  sight  of  this  new  world  which  he  sought. 

High  on  a  throne  of  royal  state,  which  far 

Outshone  the  wealth  of  Ormus  and  of  Ind, 

Or  where  the  gorgeous  East  with  richest  hand 

Show'rs  on  her  kings  barbaric  pearl  and  gold, 

Satan  exalted  sat,  by  merit  raised  5 

To  that  bad  eminence ;  and  from  despair 

Thus  high  uplifted  beyond  hope,  aspires 

Beyond  thus  high,  insatiate  to  pursue 

Vain  war  with  Heaven ;  and,  by  success  untaught. 

His  proud  imagriuatious  thus  display'd :  10 

Pow'rs  and  Dominions,  Deities  of  Heaven, 
For  since  no  deep  within  her  gulf  can  hold 
Immortal  vii;:our,  though  oppress'd  and  fall'n, 
I  give  not  Heav'n  for  lost.     From  this  descent 
Celestial  virtues  rising,  will  appear  IS 

More  glorious  and  more  dread  than  from  no  fall. 
And  trust  themselves  to  fear  no  second  fate. 
Me,  though  just  right,  and  the  fix'd  laws  of  Heav'D, 
Did  first  create  your  leader,  next  free  choice. 
With  what  besides,  in  coiutcil  or  in  fight,  SO 

Hath  been  achieved  of  meiit ;  yet  this  loss. 
Thus  far  at  least  recover'd,  hath  much  more 
Rstablish'd  in  a  safe  unenvied  throne, 

S.  Ormns  is  an  island  in  the  Persian  Gulf,  and,  together  with 
India,  produces  niiiny  of  the  tnasuresenumeraledinthiK  passant 

11.  St.  Paul  divi(i<-fi  the  aitiroiA,  into  thrones,  dominions,  piu- 
critic*,  to:.— See  Col.  i.  16.' 
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Vi elded  with  full  consent.    The  happier  state 

III  Heaven,  which  fuUoWA  dignity,  might  draw      SS 

Envy  from  each  inferior ;  but  who  here 

Will  envy  whom  the  highest  place  exposes 

Foremjst  to  stand  a-rainst  the  Thund'rer's  aim 

Your  bulwark,  and  condemns  to  greatest  share 

Of  endleiis  pain  i  Where  there  is  then  no  good        30 

For  which  to  strive,  no  strife  can  grow  up  there 

From  faction ;  for  none  sure  will  claim  in  Hell 

Precedence  ;  none,  whose  portion  is  so  small 

Of  present  pain,  that  with  ambitious  mind 

Will  covet  more.     With  this  advantage  then  S% 

To  union,  and  firm  faith,  and  firm  accord, 

More  than  can  be  in  Heav'n,  we  now  return 

To  claim  our  jiust  inheritance  of  old. 

Surer  to  prosper  than  prosperity 

Could  have  assured  us ;  and  by  what  best  way,     4ft 

Whether  of  open  war  or  covert  guile. 

We  now  debate  :  who  can  advise,  may  speak. 

He  ceased  :  and  next  him  Moloch,  scepter'd  king* 
Stood  up,  the  strongest  and  the  fiercest  Sp'rit 
That  fought  in  Heav'n,  now  fiercer  by  despair.       45 
His  trust  was  with  th'  Eternal  to  be  deem'd 
Equal  in  stiength  ;  and  rather  than  be  leas. 
Cared  not  to  be  at  all.    With  that  care  lost 
Went  all  his  fear :  of  God,  or  Hell,  or  worse, 
He  reck'd  not;  and  these  words  thereafter  spake :  M 

My  sentence  is  for  open  war  :  of  wiles 
More  unexpert  I  boast  not :  them  let  those 
Contrive  who  need,  or  when  they  need,  not  now. 
For  while  they  sit  contriying,  shall  the  rest. 
Millions  that  stand  in  arms,  and  longing  wait        55 
The  signal  to  ascend,  sit  lingering  here 
Hca>  'n's  fugitives,  and  for  their  dwelling-place 
Accept  this  dark  opprobrious  den  of  shame, 
The  prison  of  his  tyranny  who  reigns 
By  our  delay  1  No,  let  us  rather  choose,  •• 

Arm'd  with  Hell-flames  and  fury,  all  at  once 
O'er  Heav'n's  high  tow'rs  to  force  resistless  way* 
Turning  our  tortures  into  horrid  arms 
Against  the  torturer ;  when  to  meet  the  noise 
Of  his  ahnighty  engine  he  shall  hear,  05 

Infernal  thunder,  and  for  lightning  see 
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Black  fire  and  horror  shct  with  equal  nft 

Among  his  Angels,  and  his  throne  itself 

Mix'd  with  Tartarean  salphur,  and  strange  fire. 

His  own  invented  torments.    But  perhaps  79 

The  way  seems  difficult  and  steep,  to  scale 

With  upright  wing  against  a  higher  foe. 

Let  such  bethink  them,  if  the  sleepy  drench 

Of  that  forgetful  lake  benumb  not  still, 

That  in  our  proper  motion  we  ascend  79 

Up  to  our  native  seat ;  descent  and  fall 

To  us  is  adrerse-    Who  but  felt  of  late. 

When  the  fierce  foe  hung  on  our  broken  rear 

Insulting,  and  pursued  us  through  the  deep. 

With  what  compulsion  and  laborious  flight  80 

We  sunk  thus  lowt  Th'  ascent  is  easy  then ; 

Th'  event  is  fear'd.    Should  we  again  provoke 

Our  stronger,  some  worse  way  his  wrath  may  find 

To  our  destruction,  if  there  be  in  Hell 

Fear  to  be  worse  destroy 'd.    What  can  be  worse   83 

Than  to  dwell  here,  driv'n  out  from  bliss,  condemn 'd 

In  this  abhorred  deep  to  utter  woe. 

Where  pain  of  unextinguishable  fire 

Must  exercise  us  without  hope  of  end. 

The  vassals  of  his  anger,  when  the  scourge  90 

Inexorably,  and  the  tort'rlng  hour 

Calls  us  to  penance  ?  More  destroyed  than  thus, 

We  should  be  quite  abo]ish'd,  and  expire. 

What  fear  we  then  ?  what  doubt  we  to  incense 

His  utmost  ire  t  which  to  the  height  enraged  M 

Will  either  quite  consume  us,  and  reduce 

To  nothing  this  essential,  happier  far 

Than  mis'rable  to  have  eternal  being. 

Or  if  our  substance  be  indeed  divine. 

And  cannot  cease  to  be,  wo  are  at  worst  100 

On  this  side  nothing ;  and  by  proof  we  feel 

Our  pow'r  sufficient  to  disturb  his  Heav'n, 

And  with  perpetual  inroads  to  alarm. 

Though  inaccessible,  his  fatal  throne : 


ao.  Exe.rcised,  this  word  in  here  used  In  the  aense  of  the 
tjtercto,  that  Ir,  to  vex  or  trouble. 

91.  Inexorably — in  some  editions.  Inexorable. 

93.  Bj  calling  to  penance,  Milton  seems  to  Intimate,  that  thS 
Mifferlnfs  of  the  condemned  spiritH  are  not  always  equally  i 
lOii  Fatal,  that  i^,  upheld  by  fate. 
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Which,  if  not  victory,  Ib  yet  revenge.  UN 

He  ended  frowning,  and  his  look  denounced 
Desp'rftte  revenge^  and  battle  dangerooa 
To  less  than  Gods.    On  th'  other  side  up  rose 
Belialf  in  act  more  graceful  and  humane  :. 
A  fairer  person  lost  not  Heav'n ;  he  seem'd  110 

For  dignity  composed  and  high  exploit : 
But  all  was  false  and  hollow,  though  his  tongroe 
Dropt  manna,  and  could  make  the  worse  appear 
The  better  reason,  to  perplex  and  dash 
Maturest  counsels  :  for  his  thoughts  were  low ;     111 
To  vice  industrious,  but  to  nobler  deeds 
Tim'rous  and  slothful :  yet  he  pleased  the  ear. 
And  with  persuasive  accent  thus  began : 

I  should  be  much  for  open  war,  O  Peers  I 
As  not  behind  in  hate,  if  what  was  ur^^ed  IM 

Main  reason  to  persuade  immediate  war. 
Did  not  dissuade  me  must,  and  seem  to  cast 
Ominous  conjecture  on  the  whole  success : 
When  he  who  most  excels  in  fact  of  arms. 
In  what  he  counsels  apd  in  what  excels  135 

Mistrustful,  grounds  his  courage  on  despair. 
And  utter  dissolution,  as  the  scope 
Of  all  his  aim,  after  some  dire  revenge. 
First,  what  revenge  ?  The  tow'rs  of  Heav'n  are  fiU'd 
With  anued  watch,  that  render  all  access  130 

Iuipreg;nable  ;  oft  on  the  bord'ring  deep 
Encamp  their  legions,  or  with  obscure  wing 
Scout  far  and  wide  into  the  realm  of  night. 
Scorning  suqpri-je.    Or  could  we  break  our  way 
By  force,  and  at  our  heels  a]I  hell  should  rise       1S5 
With  blackest  insurrection,  to  confound 
Heav'n's  purest  light,  yet  our  Great  Enemy, 
All  incorruptible,  would  on  his  throne 
Sit  unpolluted,  and  th'  ethereal  mould 
Incapable  of  stain  would  soon  expel  149 

Her  mischief,  and  purge  off  the  baser  fire 
Victorious.  Thus  repulsed,  our  final  nope 
Is  fiat  despair.     We  must  exasperate 

100.  Btilial'A  speech  is  In  admirable  cnnformity  with  the  de- 
•crlpUon  given  nf  liis  character  in  the  tirst  booli.  It  U  throiiglK 
OHt  that  or  a  luxurious  and  base  spirit,  and  is  in  fiue  contrast  lo 
tkatof  Moloch. 

IM.  Factor  aroN'  frooi  the  Italian  fiitto  d'Srme.  abattto. 
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Th'  Almighty  Victor  to  spend  all  his  rag«. 

And  that  mast  end  us ;  that  most  be  our  curOf       14S 

To  be  no  more  t  Sad  core  ;  for  who  would  losov 

Though  fall  of  pain,  this  intellectual  being>f 

Those  thoughts  that  wander  through  eternity^ 

To  perish  rather,  swallow'd  up  and  lost 

In  the  wide  womb  of  uncreated  night,  IM 

Devoid  of  sense  and  motion  t  And  who  knowsy 

Let  this  be  good,  whether  our  angry  Foe 

Can  give  it.  or  will  ever  ?  How  he  can 

Is  doubtful ;  that  he  never  will  is  sure.  ^ 

Will  he,  so  wise,  let  loose  at  once  his  ire  153 

Belike  through  impotence,  or  unaware. 

To  give  his  enemies  their  wish,  and  end 

Them  in  his  anger,  whom  his  anger  saves 

To  punish  endless  7    Wherefore  cease  we  then  f 

Say  they  who  counsel  war,  we  are  decreed,  169 

Reserved,  and  destined,  to  eternal  woe  ; 

Whatever  doing,  what  can  we  suffer  more. 

What  can  we  suffer  worse?  Is  this  then  worst. 

Thus  sitting,  thus  consulting)  thus  in  arms  ? 

What  when  we  fled  amain,  pursued  and  struck    18S 

With  Heav'n's  afflicting  thunder,  and  besought 

The  deep  to  shelter  us  i    This  Hell  then  seem'd 

A  refuge  from  those  wounds :  or  when  we  lay 

Chain'd  on  the  burning  lake  ?  That  sure  was  worse. 

What  if  the  breath  that  kindled  those  grim  fires. 

Awaked  should  blow  them  into  sev'nfold  rage,      171 

And  plunge  us  in  the  flames  ?     Or  from  above 

Should  intermitted  vengeance  arm  again 

His  red  right  hand  to  plague  us  ?    What  if  all 

Her  stores  were  open'd,  and  this  firmament  17S 

Of  Hell  should  spout  her  cataracts  of  fire. 

Impendent  horrors,  threat'ning  hideous  fall 

One  day  upon  our  heads ;  while  we  perhaps 

Designing  or  exhorting  glorious  war. 

Caught  in  a  fiery  tempe^st,  shall  be  hurl'd  180 

Each  on  his  rock,  transfix 'd,  the  sport  and  prey 

Of  wracking  whirlwiu.ls,  or  for  ever  sunk 

IftS.  Iiupoteive  is  to  be  understood  as  theoppodle 
of  wisdom,  or  mental  weakneas* 
•  17U.  Sec  Isa.  xxx.  33. 

174.  HU  red  ri|tht  band,  namely  Qod's,  whose  veBfetnes 
is  personifira. 
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Under  yon  boiling  ocean,  wrapt  in  chaias; 

There  to  converse  witli  everlasting  groans, 

Unrespited,  unpitied,  unreprieved,  I8i 

Ages  of  hopeless  end  I  This  would  be  worse. 

War  therefore,  open  or  conceal'd,  alike 

My  voice  dissuades  ;  for  what  can  force  or  guile 

With  him,  or  who  deceive  his  mind,  whose  eye 

Views  all  things  at  one  view?  He  from  Heav'n's  height 

All  these  our  motions  vain,  sees  and  deridt^  :       101 

Not  more  almighty  to  resist  our  might 

Than  wise  to  frustrate  all  our  plots  and  wiles. 

Shall  we  then  live  thus  vile,  the  race  of  Heav'n 

Thus  trampled,  thus  expell'd,  to  suffer  here  105 

Chains  and  these  torments  I  Better  these  than  worse. 

By  my  ad  rice :  since  fate  inevitable 

Subdues  us,  and  omnipotent  decree* 

The  Victor's  will.    To  suffer,  as  to  do. 

Our  strength  is  equal;  nor  the  law  oujnst  200 

That  so  ordains.    This  was  at  iirst  resolved. 

If  we  were  wise,  against  so  great  a  Foe 

Contending,  and-  so  doubtful  what  mig;ht  fall. 

I  laugh,  when  those  who  at  the  spear  are  bold 

And  vent'rous,  if  that  fail  them,  shrink  and  fear  205 

What  yet  they  know  must  follow,  to  endure 

Exile  or  ijiuoiuiiiy.  or  bonds,  or  pain. 

The  sentence  of  their  Conqu'ror.    This  is  now 

Our  doom  ;  which  if  we  can  sustain  and  bear, 

Our  Supreme  Foe  in  time  may  much  remit  '310 

His  anger,  and  perhaps,  thus  far  removed. 

Not  mind  us  not  offending,  satisfy 'd 

With  what  is  punish 'd;  whence  these  raging  fires 

Will  slacken,  if  his  breath  stir  not  their  flames. 

Our  purer  esc«encc  then  will  overcome  815 

Their  noxious  vapour,  or  inured  not  feel, 

Or  changed  at  leugtli,  and  to  the  place  conform'd 

In  temper  and  in  nature,  will  receive 

Familiar  the  fierce  heat,  and  void  of  pain  ; 

This  horror  will  prow  mild,  this  darkness  light,  2S0 

Besides  what  hope  the  never-ending  Hight 

Of  future  days  may  bring,  what  chance,  what  chaogt 

190.  See  Psalm  il.  4. 
990.  The  word  /i>A/'  w  an  adjective  and  net  a  nibstantiTe,  M 
Dr.  Bentlev  aupposed.    It  here  mean  easy  to  bear. 
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Worth  waking,  since  our  present  lot  appeals 

For  bappy  thoagfa  but  ill,  for  ill  not  -worat. 

If  we  procnre  not  to  ourselves  more  woe.  tU 

Thus  Belial,  with  words  doth'd  in  reason's  garb 
Couns«rd  ignoble  ease  and  peaceftil  slodi. 
Not  peace :  and  after  him  thus  Mammon  spake : 

Either  to  discnthrone  the  King  of  Heav'n 
We  war,  if  war  be  best,  or  to  regain  330 

Our  own  riprht  lost :  him  to  unthrone  we  then 
May  hope,  when  everlasting  Fate  shall  yield 
To  fickle  Chance,  and  Chaos  judge  the  strife. 
The  former  vain  to  hope,  ai^ues  as  vain 
The  latter;  for  what  place  can  be  for  us  S85 

Within    HeaT*n's     bound,    unless    Heay'n's   Lord 
We  overpow'r  1  Suppose  he  should  relent,  [Supreme 
And  publish  grace  to  all,  on  promise  made 
Of  new  subjection ;  with  what  eyes  could  we 
Stand  in  his  presence  humble,  and  receive  MO 

Strict  laws  imposed,  to  celebrate  his  throne 
With  warbled  hymns,  and  to  his  Godhead  sing 
Forced  hallelujahs,  while  he  lordly  sits 
Our  envied  Sovereign,  and  his  altar  breathes 
Ambrosial  odours  and  ambrosial  flow'rs,  M5 

Our  servile  offerings  ?    This  must  be  our  task 
In  Heav'n,  this  our  delight.    How  wearisome 
Eternity  so  spent  in  worship  paid 
To  whom  we  hate  !     Let  us  not  then  pursue 
By  force  impossible,  by  leave  obtain'd  3M 

Unacceptable,  though  in  Heav'n,  our  state 
Of  splendid  vassalage  ;  but  rather  seek 
Our  own  good  from  ourselves,  and  from  our  own 
Live  to  ourselves,  though  in  this  vast  recess. 
Free,  and  to^none  accountable,  preferring  S55 

Hard  liberty  before  the  easy  yoke 
Of  servile  pomp.    Our  greatness  will  appear 
Then  mo8t  conspicuous,  when  great  things  of  smaU» 
Useful  of  hurtful,  prosp'rous  of  adverse. 
We  can  create,  and  in  what  place  soe'er  9B9 

Thrive  under  evil,  and  work  ease  out  of  pain 
Through  labour  and  endurance.    This  deep  world 
Of  darkness  do  we  dread  ?     How  oft  amidst 

S6S.  See  the  splendid  original  of  this  psMSge,  Ps.  xriiL  II.  la 
and  P».  xciiL  s. 
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Tkiok  doudii  and  dark  doth  Hear'n's  all-nOing  8ir« 


Ohoose  to  reaide,  his  glory  unobacured. 

And  with  the  majesty  of  darkness  round 

CoTen  his  throne ;  from  whence  deep  thunders  roar, 

Must'ring  their  rage,  and  Heav'n  resembles  Hellt 

As  he  our  darkness,  cannot  we  his  light 

Imitate  when  we  please  %    This  desert  soil  470 

Wants  not  her  hidden  lustre,  gems  and  gold , 

Nor  want  we  skill  or  art,  from  whence  to  raise 

Magnificence  :  and  what  can  Heav'n  shew  more  t 

Our  torments  also  may  in  length  of  time 

Become  our  elements ;  &ese  piercing  fires  STS 

As  soft  as  now  severe,  our  temper  changed 

Into  their  temper ;  which  must  needs  remore 

The  sensible  of  pain.    All  things  invite 

To  peaceful  counsels,  and  the  settled  state 

Of  order,  how  in  safety  best  we  may  SM 

Compose  our  present  evils,  with  regard 

Of  what  we  are  and  where,  dismissing  quite 

All  thoughts  of  war.    Ye  have  what  I  advise. 

He  scarce  had  fiuish'd,  when  such  murmur  fill'd 
Th'  assembly,  as  when  hollow  rocks  retain  285 

The  sound  of  blust'ring  winds,  which  all  night  long 
Had  roused  the  sea,  now  with  hoarse  cadence  lull 
Seafaring  men  o'erwatch'd,  whose  bark  by  chance 
Or  pinnace  anchors  in  a  craggy  bay 
After  the  tempest.    Such  applause  was  heard       9M 
As  Mammon  ended,  and  his  sentence  pleased. 
Advising  peace ;  for  such  another  field 
They  dreaded  worse  than  Hell :  so  much  the  fear 
Of  thunder  and  the  sword  of  MichaSl 
Wroui^bt  still  within  them ;  and  no  less  desire 
lo  found  this  nether  empire,  which  nfight  rise 
By  policy  and  long  process  of  time. 
In  emulation  opposite  to  Heav'n  : 
Which  when  Beelzebub  perceived,  than  whom, 
Satan  except,  none  higher  sat,  with  grave 
Aspect  he  rose,  and  in  his  rising  seem'd 
A  pillar  of  state :  deep  on  his  front  engraven 
Deliberation  sat  and  public  care ; 

378.  SmtiLle  is  us<xi  as  a  substantive;  a  Oredaa 
eapreasion. 
lisa.  Thert  is  sometimes  read  instead  of  when, 
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And  princely  counsel  in  hiB  face  yet 

Mcgestic  though  in  ruin :  sage  he  •tood»  Ml 

With  Atlantean  shoulders  fit  to  bear 

The  weight  of  mightiest  monarchies ;  his  look 

Drew  audience  and  attention  still  as  night 

Or  summer's  noon-tide  air,  while  thus  he  spake : 

llirones  and  Imperial  Powers.  Ofibpring  of  Uea^  'n 
Ethereal  Virtues  ;  or  these  titles  now  311 

Must  we  renounce,  and  changing  style  be  call'd 
Princes  of  Hell  t  for  so  the  popular  vote 
Inclines  here  to  continue,  and  build  up  here 
A  growing  empire  ;  doubtless,  while  we  dream,    315 
And  know  not  that  ths  King  of  Heav'n  hath  doom'd 
This  place  our  dungeon,  not  our  safe  retreat 
Beyond  his  potent  arm,  to  live  exempt 
From  Heav'u's  high  jurisdiction,  in  new  league 
jBanded  against  bia  throne,  but  to  remain  320 

In  strictest  bondage,  though  thus  far  removed. 
Under  th'  inevitable  curb,  reserved 
His  captive  multitude  :  for  he,  be  sure. 
In  height  or  depth,  still  first  and  last  will  reign 
Sole  King,  and  of  his  kingdom  lose  no  part  3%5 

By  our  revolt ;  but  over  Hell  extend 
His  empire,  and  with  iron  sceptre  rule 
Us  here,  as  with  his  golden  those  in  Heav'n. 
What  sit  we  then  projecting?  peace  and  warl 
War  bath  determined  us,  and  foil'd  with  loss        33t 
Irreparable  :  terms  of  peace  yet  none  * 
Vouchsafed  or  sought :  for  w^hat  peace  will  be  giv'n 
To  us  enslaved,  but  custody  severe. 
And  stripes,  and  arbitrary  punishment 
Inflicted  I    And  what  peace  can  we  return,  338 

But  to  our  i)ower  hostility  and  hate. 
Untamed  reluctance,  and  revenge  though  slow. 
Yet  ever  plotting  how  the  Conqu'ror  least 
May  reap  his  conquest,  and  may  least  rejoice 
In  doing-  what  we  most  in  suflfring  feel  t  340 

Nor  will  occasion  want,  nor  shall  we  need 
With  dang'rous  expedition  to  invade 
Heav'n,  whose  high  walls  fear  no  assault  or  siege, 

337.  The  iron  sceptre,  is  an  allu»ion  to  Pt.  ii.  9.  aiu)  the  goidtn 
Co  Esther  t.s. 
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Or  ambush  from  the  deep.    What  if  we  find 
Some  easier  enterprise  t  There  is  a  place,  M8 

(If  ancient  and  prophetic  fame  in  Hear'n 
Err  not)  another  world,  the  happy  seat 
Of  some  new  race  call'd  Man,  abont  this  time 
To  be  created  like  to  us,  though  less 
In  pow'r  and  excellence,  but  favour'd  more  350 

Of  Him  who  rules  above ;  so  was  his  will 
Pronounced  among  the  Gods,  and  by  an  oath. 
That  shook  Heav'n'awhole  circumference,  coniixm'dc 
^Thither  let  ua  bend  all  our  thoughts,  to  learn 
What  creatures  there  inhabit,  of  what  mould       35d 
Or  substance,  how  endued,  and  what  their  pow'r. 
And  where  their  weakness  ;  how  attempted  best* 
By  force  or  subtlety.    Though  Heav'n  be  shut. 
And  Heav'n's  high  Arbitrator  sit  secure 
In  his  own  strength,  this  place  may  lie  exposed   300 
The  utmost  border  of  his  kingdom,  left 
To  their  defence  who  hold  it.    Here  perhaps 
Some  advantageous  act  may  be  achiered 
By  sudden  onset,  either  with  Hell  fire 
To  waste  his  whole  creation,  or  possess  38ff 

All  as  our  own,  and  drive,  as  we  were  driv'n. 
The  puny  habitants ;  or  if  not  drive. 
Seduce  them  to  our  party,  that  their  God 
May  prove  their  Foe,  and  with  repenting  hand 
Abolish  his  own  works.    This  would  surpass  3r<l 

Common  revenge,  and  interrupt  his  joy 
In  our  confusion,  and  our  joy  upraise 
In  his  disturbance ;  when  his  darling  sons, 
Hurl'd  headlong  to  partake  with  us,  shall  curse 
Their  frail  original  and  faded  bliss,  37ft 

Faded  so  soon.    Advise  if  this  be  worth 
Attempting,  or  to  sit  in  darkness  here 
Hatching  vain  empires.    Thus  Beglzebnb 
Pleaded  his  dev'lish  counsel,  first  devised 
By  Satan,  and  in  part  proposed :  for  whence,        380 
But  from  the  author  of  all  ill,  could  spring 
6o  deep  a  malice,  to  confound  the  race 
Of  mankind  in  one  root,  and  Earth  with  Hell 

353.  See  Hebrews  vi.  17 
387.  It  has  been  tupposed  that  Milton  med  the  word  p*-ny  la 
iti  original  senae,  w  derived  from  the  Frencn  putt  ne,  bom  iliieei 
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To  mingle^  and  involve,  done  all  to  i^te 
The  great  Creator?    But  their  spite  still  aervaa 
His  glory  to  augment.    The  bold  design 
Pleased  highly  those  infernal  States,  and  joy 
Sparkled  in  all  their  eyes.    With  fall  assent 
They  vote  ;  -whereat  his  speech  he  thus  renews  : 

Well  have  ye  judged,  well  ended  long  debate. 
Synod  of  Gods,  and  like  to  what  ye  are. 
Great  things  resolved,  which  from  the  lowest  deep 
Will  once  more  lift  us  up,  in  spite  of  fate, 
Nearer  our  ancient  seat ;  perhaps  in  view 
Of  those  bright  confines,  whence  with  neighb'ring 

arms  395 

And  opportune  excursion,  we  may  chance 
Re-enter  Heav'n ;  or  else  in  some  mild  zone 
Dwell  not  unvisited  of  Heav'n's  fair  li.ht 
Secure,  and  at  the  bright'ning  orient  beam 
Purge  off  this  gloom :  the  soft  delicious  air,  400 

To  heul  the  scar  of  these  corrosive  fires,  [send 

Shall  breathe  her  balm.     But  fiist,  whom  shall  we 
In  search  of  this  new  world  ?  whom  shall  we  find 
Sulficient  I  who  shall  'tempt  with  wand'ring  feet 
The  dark  unhottom'd  infinite  abyss,  405 

And  through  the  palpable  obscure  find  out 
His  uncouth  way,  or  spread  his  aery  flight. 
Upborne  with  indefatii^able  wings 
Over  the  vast  abrupt,  ere  he  arrive 
The  happy  isle  ?   What  strength,  what  art,  can  then 
Suffice,  or  what  e/asion  bear  him  safe  411 

Throu<rh  the  strit  t  senteries  and  stations  thick 
Of  Angels  watching  round  t    Here  he  had  need 
All  circumspection,  and  we  now  no  less 
Choice  in  our  suffrage  ;  for  on  whom  we  send,     415 
The  weight  of  all  and  our  last  hope  relies. 

lliis  said,  he  sat ;  and  expectation  held 
His  look  suspense,  awaiting  who  appear'd 
To  second  or  oppose,  or  undertake 
The  peiilous  attempt :  but  all  sate  mute,  490 

Pond'ring  the  danger  with  deep  thoughts  ;  and  each 

406.  Palpable  obsewre  ;  thh  is  another  iniitance  of  Milton's  adnf 
adjectives  ia  Uie  fttfnse  of  sulKtantives. 

409  Tlie  earth  is  here  called  an  island  in  allusion  to  its  hang^ 
lu;r  in  the  air,  wlii<*h  surrounds  it  like  a  sea.  The  word  artist 
%m  formerly  freqaently  uaed  without  a  preposition  followinf . 
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In  other's  countenance  read  hU  own  dkaay 
Atftonidh'd.    None  among  the  choice  and  prime 
Of  those  Heav'n-warring  champions  could  be  found 
So  hardy  as  to  proffer  or  accept 
Alone  the  dreadful  voyage  ;  till  at  last 
Satan,  whom  now  transcendent  glory  raised 
Above  his  fellows,  with  monarchal  pride, 
Conscious  of  highest  worth,  unmoved,  thus  spake  - 

O  Progeny  of  Heav'n,  empyreal  Thrones,  4M 

With  reason  hath  deep  silence  and  demur 
Seized  us,  though  undismay'd :  long  is  the  way 
And  hard  that  out  of  Hell  leads  up  to  light; 
Our  prison  strong ;   this  huge  convex  of  fire. 
Outrageous  to  devour,  immtires  us  round  4JS 

Ninefold,  and  gates  of  burning  adamant 
Barr'd  over  us  prohibit  all  egress. 
These  pass'd,  if  any  pass,  the  void  profound 
Of  unessential  Nig^ht  receives  him  next 
Wide  gaping,  and  with  utter  loss  of  being  440 

Threatens  him,  plunged  in  that  abortive  guli. 
If  thence  he  'scape  into  whatever  world. 
Or  unknown  region,  what  remains  him  less 
Than  unknown  dangers,  and  as  hard  escape  t 
But  1  should  ill  become  this  throne,  O  Peers,       449 
And  this  imperial  sov'reignty,  adom'd 
With  splendour,  arm'd  with  pow'r,if  aught  proposed 
And  judged  of  public  moment,  in  the  shape 
Of  diihcuity  or  danger,  could  deter 
Me  from  attempting.    Wherefore  do  I  assume      4M 
These  ruj^alties,  and  not  refuse  to  reign. 
Refusing  to  accept  as  great  a  share 
Of  hazard  as  of  honour ;  due  alike 
To  him  who  reigns,  and  so  much  to  him  d«e 
Of  hazard  more,  as  he  above  the  rest  49S 

High  honour'd  sitst  Go,  therefore,  mighty  Poweis, 
Terror  of  Heav'n,  though  fall'n ;  intend  at  home 
While  here  shall  be  our  home,  what  best  may  ease 
The  present  misery,  and  render  Hell 
More  tolerable ;   if  there  be  cure  or  chafm  490 

To  respite,  or  deceive,  or  slack  the  pain 

430.  UaeMeotiil ;  that  is,  void  of 
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Of  this  ill  mansios  ;  intermit  no  watch 

Against  a  wakeful  foe,  while  I  abroad 

Throngfa  all  tbe  coasts  of  dark,  destruction,  seek 

Deliv'rance  for  us  all.    This  enterprise  4M 

None  shall  partake  with  me.    Thus  sa3ring  rase 

Fhe  Monarch,  and  prevented  all  reply» 

Prudent,  lest  from  his  resolution  raised. 

Others  amon^-  the  chief  might  offer  now 

(Certain  to  be  refused)  what  erst  they  fear'd  :      47f 

And  so  refused  might  in  opinion  stand 

His  rivals,  winning  cheap  the  high  repute 

Which  he  through  hazard  huge  must  earn.   But  tbey 

Dreaded  not  more  th'  adventure  than  his  voice 

Forbidding ;  and  at  once  with  him  they  rose ;       475 

Their  rising  all  at  once  was  as  the  sound 

Of  thunder  heard  remote.    Tow'rds  him  they  bend 

With  awful  rev'rence  prone ;  and  as  a  Grod 

Extol  him  equal  to  the  High'st  in  Heav'n  : 

Nor  fail'd  they  to  express  how  much  they  praised,  480 

That  for  the  sren'ral  spfp^^y  he  despised 

His  own  :  for  neither  do  the  Spirits  damn'd 

Lose  all  their  virtue  :  lest  bad  men  should  boast 

Their  specious  deeds  on  earth,  which  glory  excites. 

Or  close  ambition,  varnish 'd  o'er  with  zeaL  465 

Thus  they  their  doubtful  consultations  dark 

Ended,  rejoicing  in  their  matchless  chief: 

As  when  from  mountain-tops  the  dusky  clouds 

Ascending,  while  the  north  wind  sleeps,  o'erspread 

Heav'n's  cheerful  face,  the  low'ring  element        490 

Scowls  o'er  the  darken'd  landskip  snow,  or  show'r  j 

If  chance  the  radiant  Sun  with  farewell  sweet 

Extend  his  ev'ning  beam,  the  fields  revive. 

The  birds  their  notes  renew,  and  bleating  herds 

4ttest  their  joy,  that  hill  and  valley  rings.  495 

485.  Milton  Intimates  above,  that  the  fallen  and  tlet^raded  state 
of  man  or  his  individual  vice  is  not 'at  all  disproved  by  Konie  of 
his  external  actionn  not  appearini''  totally  bsise.  The  commenta- 
tors should  have  observed,  in  explainidig  this  ^lassa^e,  that  tiie 
whole  erand  mvstorv  on  whic!»  the  jwHim  dopt>udA  is  the  first 
fearful  spiritual  alienation  of" Satan  from  God,  the  only  fountnin 
of  truth  and  all  real  poHidve  good;  and  that  when  thuslwpar.ited, 
whether  the  spirit  be  that  of  man  or  devil,  it  may  perform 
actions  fair  in  a^ipearance  but  not  easentialiy  gooa^  bvcaus* 
Wftiagiaf!  from  no  fixed  principle  of  j(oed^ 
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O  shame  to  men  I  Devil  with  Devil  damn'd 

Firm  concord  holds,  men  only  disagree 

Of  creatures  rational,  though  under  hope 

Of  heav'nly  grace :  and  God  proclaiming  peace. 

Yet  live  in  hatred,  enmity,  and  strife 

Among  themselves,  and  levy  cruel  wars, 

Wasting  the  earth,  each  other  to  destroy ; 

As  if  (which  might  induce  us  to  accord) 

Man  had  not  hellish  foes  enough  hesides, 

That  day  and  night  for  his  destruction  wait.         905 

The  Stygian  council  thus  dissolved ;  and  forth 
In  order  came  the  grand  infernal  peers : 
'Midst  came  their  mighty  Paramount,  and  seem'd 
Alone  th'  antagonist  of  Heav'n,  nor  less 
Than  Hell's  dread  emperor  with  pomp  supreme,  510 
And  God-like  imitated  state ;  him  round 
A  globe  of  fiery  Seraphim  inclosed 
With  bright  emblazonry,  and  horrent  arms. 
Then  of  their  session  ended  they  bid  cry 
With  trumpets  regal  sound  the  great  result :         515 
Tow'rds  the  four  winds  four  speedy  Chei^bim 
Put  to  their  mouths  the  sounding  alchemy 
By  heralds'  voice  explain 'd  ;  the  hollow  abyss 
Heard  far  and  wide,  and  all  the  host  of  Hell 
With  deaf'ning  shout  retum'd  them  loud  acclaim.  520 
Thence  more  at  ease  their  minds,  and  somewhat  raised 
By  false  presumptuous  hope,  the  ranged  Pow*r8 
Disband,  and  wand'ring,  each  his  sev'ral  way 
Pursues,  as  inclination  or  sad  choice 
Leads  him  perplex'd,  where  he  may  likeliest  find  525 
Truce  to  his  restless  thoughts,  and  entertain 
The  irksome  hoiirs  till  his  g^reat  chief  return. 
Part  on  the  plain,  or  in  the  air  sublime, 

496.  It  has  been  well  observed,  that  an  allusion  is  probably 
made  here  to  the  troubled  character  of  the  times  in  wnich  the 
author  lived. 

512.  Ag.obe,  or  abaUalion  surroundlnfr  bini  in  a  circle.-<See 
Viri^i,  itii.  X.  373. 

513.  Horrent,  rouuh   and  sharp.    This  epithet  I  imaslne  to 
have  considerable  force,  because  it  implies  the  dense  ana  com 
Doct  closeness  of  the  globe  of  spirits  surroundintr  Satan.    Th« 
■rnjs  were  horrent,  because  standings  out  like  a  boar's  bristi«< 
from  this  fiery  body. 

SIT.  Alchemy,  a  very  fine  metonymy  for  the  trumpets. 
538.  The  occupations  of  the  fallen  spiriu  are  conceiTed  in  Itm 
Jgbcst  strain  both  of  poetry  and  philosophy. 
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Upon  the  wing,  or  in  swift  race  contend. 

As  at  th'  Olympian  games  or  Pythian  fields  | 

Part  curb  their  fiery  steeds,  or  shun  the  goal 

With  rapid  wheels,  or  fronted  brigades  form. 

As  when  to  warn  proud  cities  war  appears 

Waged  in  the  troubled  sky,  and  armies  rash 

To  battle  in  the  clouds,  before  each  van  519 

Prick  forth  the  airy  knights,  and  couch  their  spean 

Till  thickest  legions  close ;  with  feats  of  arms 

From  either  end  of  Hear'n  the  welkin  bums. 

Others,  with  vast  Typhoean  rage  more  fell. 

Rend  up  both  rocks  and  hills,  and  ride  the  air     540 

In  whirlwind ;  Hell  scarce  holds  the  wild  uproar. 

As  when  Alcides,  from  Oechalia  crown'd 

With  conquest,  felt  th'  envenom'd  robe,  and  tore 

Througn  pain  up  by  the  roots  Thessalian  pines. 

And  Licbas  from  the  top  of  Oeta  threw  549 

Into  th'  Euboic  soa.    Others  more  mild. 

Retreated  in  a  silent  valley,  sing 

With  notes  angelical  to  many  a  harp 

Their  own  heroic  deeds  and  hapless  fall 

By  doom  of  battle  ;  and  complain  that  Fate  MO 

Fi'ee  virtue  should  inthrall  to  force  or  chance. 

Their  song  was  partial,  but  the  harmony 

(What  could  it  less  when  Spirits  immortal  sing  T) 

Suttpeuded  Hell,  and  took  with  ravishment 

The  thronging  audience.  In  discourse  more  sweet  555 

(For  eloquence  the  soul,  song  charms  the  sense) 

Others  apart  sat  on  a  hill  retired. 

In  thoughts  more  elevate,  and  reasoned  high 

Of  providence,  foreknowledge,  will,  and  fate, 

Fix'd  fate,  free-will,  foreknowledge  absolute,        50t 

And  found  no  end,  in  wand'ring  mazes  lost. 

Of  good  and  evil  much  they  argued  then. 

Of  happiness  and  final  misery, 

538.  Typhcran— Typhceut  was  one  of  the  giants  who  mrred 
tgainst  ht'aven. 

443.  Airidit— Hercules,  so  named  frnin  hi*  ancestor  AlcKot 
The  allusion  here  niaiie  Is  familiar  to  tvery  reader. 

4*5.  It  has  been  observed,  tliat  Milton  has  here  shewn  the 
superiority  of  discourse  and  reasoning  to  sonsr-  1  he  ang:(ls  who 
nason  are  on  a  hill ;  those  who  slug  are  In  a  valley.— But  It 
•bould  lia«e  been  observed,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  is  onlv  when 
song  is  what  Milton  calls  partial,  or  confinett  to  selfixli  or  s™ 
Wtious  themes,  tint  it  is  thus  inferior  to.  or  different  from  hlflk 
philosophy. 
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Paasion  and  apatby,  glory  and  shamey 

Vain  wisdom  all,  and  false  philosophy : 

Yet  with  a  pleasing  sorcery  conld  charm 

Pain  for  a  while,  or  anguish,  and  excite 

Fallacioos  hope,  or  arm  th'  obdored  breast 

With  stubborn  patience  as  widi  triple  steel. 

Another  part  in  squadrons  and  gross  bands,  ATO 

On  bold  adventure  to  discorer  wide 

That  dismal  world,  if  any  clime  perhaps 

Might  yield  them  easier  habitation,  bend 

Four  ways  their  flying  march,  along  the  banks 

Of  four  infernal  rivers,  that  disgorge  8i5 

Into  the  burning  lake  their  baleful  streams ; 

Abhorred  Styx,  the  flood  of  deadly  hate ; 

Sad  Acheron  of  sorrow,  black  and  deep; 

Cocytus,  named  of  lamentation  loud 

Heurd  on  the  rueful  stream ;  fierce  Phlegethom,  SM 

Whose  waves  of  torrent  fire  inflame  with  rag^. 

Far  off  ftt)m  these  a  slow  and  silent  stream, 

Lethe,  the  river  of  oblivion,  rolls 

Her  wat'ry  labyrinth ;  whereof  who  drinks. 

Forthwith  his  former  state  and  being  fox^ets,      MS 

Forgets  both  joy  and  grief,  pleasure  and  pain 

Beyond  this  flood  a  frozen  continent 

Lies  dark  and  wild,  beat  with  perpetual  storms 

Of  whirlwind  and  dire  hail,  which  on  firm  land 

Thaws  not,  but  gathers  heap,  and  ruin  seems        69% 

Of  ancient  pile ;  all  else  deep  snow  and  ioe 

A  gulf  profound  as  that  Serbonian  bog 

Betwixt  Damiata  and  Mount  Casius  old. 

Where  armie!)  whole  have  sunk:  the  parching  air 

Bums  frore,  and  cold  performs  th'  eflect  of  fire.  509 

Thither,  by  haipy-footed  furies  haled,    * 

877.  Milton  followa  the  Greeks  tn  this  de«cription  of  the  in- 
fernal riven ;  but,  as  usual,  improves  upon  the  classical  idea,  « 
he  represenu  them  as  emptying  themsehres  into  a  vast  and  fearful 
lake  of  fire.  Styx,  according  to  its  derivation,  «i?niAes  bate; 
Acheron,  6owiag  with  pain :  Cocytus,  lamentation;  Thlegethoa, 
borninsr,  and  Lethe,  forgettulness.  «    .         . 

992.  Serbonis  was  a  lake  two  hundred  furlongs  long,  and  one 
thousand  round,  between  Mount  Casius  and  Damiata,  a  city  In 
Bffvpt.  It  wab  sometimes  so  covered  by  the  loose  sand  or  tiie 
nSghbourine  hills,  as  not  to  be  distinguished  from  the  land.— 
fee  Herod.  1. 3.  and  Lucan.  viil.  530.  ...... 

«9».  Frore,  frosty.-See  Virgil,  Oeorg.  i.  9X  Bcdia.  sUL  90, 
ffk  Pa.cuL6. 
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At  certain  reyolutions,  all  the  damn'd 

Are  brought ;  and  feel  by  tnma  the  bitter  ehang« 

Of  fierce  extremes,  extremes  by  change  more  fierce) 

From  beds  of  raging  fire  to  starve  in  ice  60C 

Their  soft  ethereal  warmth,  and  there  to  pine 

Immoveable,  infix'd,  and  frozen  round. 

Periods  of  time,  thence  hurried  back  to  fire. 

They  ferry  over  this  Lethean  sound 

Both  to  and  fro,  their  sorrow  to  augment,  6il 

And  wish  and  struggle,  as  they  pass,  to  reach 

The  tempting  stream,  with  one  small  drop  to  lose 

In  sweet  forgetfulness  all  pain  and  woe, 

AH  in  one  moment,  and  so  near  the  brink ; 

But  Fate  withstands,  and  to  oppose  th'  attempt    610 

Medusa  with  Gorgonian  terror  guards 

The  ford,  and  of  itself  the  water  flies 

All  taste  of  living  wight,  as  once  it  fled 

The  lip  of  Tantalus.    Thus  roving  on 

In  confused  march  forlorn,  th*  advent'rous  bands  615 

With  shudd'ring  horror  pale,  and  eyes  aghast, 

View'd  first  their  lamentable  lot,  and  found 

No  rest.    Through  many  a  dark  and  dreary  vale 

They  pass'd,  and  many  a  region  dolorous. 

O'er  many  a  frozen,  many  a  fiery  Alp,  620 

Rocks,  caves,  lakes,  fens,  bogs,  dens,  and  shades  of 

death, 
A  universe  of  death,  which  God  by  curse 
Created  evil,  for  evil  only  good. 
Where  all  life  dies,  death  lives,  and  nature  breeds. 
Perverse,  all  monstrous,  all  prodigious  things,      629 
Abominable,  inutterable,  and  worse 
Than  fables  yet  have  feign'd,  or  fear  conceived, 
Crorgons  and  Hydras,  and  Chinia>ras  dire. 

Meanwhile  the  adversary'  of  God  and  Man, 
Satan,  with  thoughts  intiamed  of  hip:h'st  design,      636 
Puts  on  swift  wings,  and  tow'rds  the  gates  of  Hell 
Explores  his  solitary  flight     Sometimes 
He  scours  the  right  hand  coast,  sometimes  the  left. 
Now  shaves  with  level  wing  the  deep,  then  soars 
Up  to  the  fiery  concave  tow'ring  high.  638 

603.  See  Job  xxiv.  In  the  Vulmite  translation.— See  alto  Shak. 
■pears   Measure  for  At easure.  Act  i\\. 

eu.  Medusa,  one  of  the  Gorgroo  monttert. 
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•As  when  far  off  at  sea  a  fleet  descry 'd 
Hangs  in  the  clouds,  by  equinoctial  winds 
Close  sailing  from  Bengala,  or  the  isles 
Of  Temate  and  Tidore,  whence  merchants  bring 
Their  spicy  drugs ;  they  on  the  trading  flood        Ml 
Through  the  wide  Ethiopian  to  the  Cape 
Ply  stemming  nightly  tow'rd  the  pole.    So  seem'd 
Far  off  the  flying  Fiend :  at  last  appear 
Hell  bounds,  high  reaching  to  the  horrid  roof. 
And  thrice  threefold  the  gates ;  three  folds  were  brass. 
Three  iron,  three  of  adamantine  rock,  640 

Impenetrable,  impaled  with  circling  fire. 
Yet  unconsnmed.    Before  the  gates  there  sat 
On  either  side  a  formidable  shape ; 
The  one  seem'd  woman  to  the  waist,  and  fair,      890 
But  ended  foul  in  many  a  scaly  fold 
Voluminous  and  vast,  a  serpent  arm'd 
With  mortal  sting :  about  her  middle  round 
A  cry  of  Hell-hounds  ncrer  ceasing,  bark'd 
With  wide  Cerberean  mouths  full  loud,  and  rung  05A 
A  hideous  peal :  yet,  when  they  list,  would  creep. 
If  aught  disturb'd  their  noise,  into  her  womb. 
And  kennel  there,  yet  there  still  bark'd  and  howVd, 
Within  unseen.    Far  less  abhoiT'd  than  these 
Vex'd  Scylla,  bathing  in  the  sea  that  parts  060 

Calabria  from  the  hoarse  Trinacrian  shore ; 
Nor  uglier  follow  the  iti^ltthag,  when  call'd 
In  secret,  riding  throu^i.  ihe  air  she  comes. 
Lured  with  the  smell  of  iifiuit  blood,  to  dance 


636.  A  noble  comparison.  But  Dr.  Bentley  uks  why  would  not 
one  ghip  do  as  well  an  a  fleet  I  It  liu«  been  anitwered,  that  many 
•hl|is  are  a  more  noble  figure  ilinn  one.  This,  however,  is  only 
the  case  when  so  seen  at  a  dlxtaicej  that  they  may  appear  as  one 

Sand,  dark,  and  Mublinic  object.   Tcrnate  and  Tulore  are  two  of 
e  Molucca  Islands. 

648.  This  is  one  of  the  most  sublinto  passai^es  tn.  the  poem. 
Addison  is  g-enerally  ingenious  in  liisrriliciiiins,  but  not  elevated, 
and  when  he  objected  to  Milton's  hnxing'  introduced  an  allegnry 
ke  shews  that  he  wm  incapable  of  enterint;  into  the  niaurniflceni 
inceptions  of  his  author.  Sin  anl  Death  are  not  uilegoricat 
Oi'ings  in  Paradise  Lottt;  but  real  and  active  exiHtences.  Tiiey 
would  have  been  alleiporical,  speaking  or  contending  anions'  nieii, 
but  are  not  so  in  an  abode  oi  spirilsi,  and  addrewingf  the  Prinet 
»/  darknesB,  see  James  i.  15. 

661.  Calabria,  the  extreme  part  of  Italy  towards  tlic  Medilar 
laoean.  Trinacria,  an  aitcient  nnnie  of  Sicilv. 
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With  Laplaiid  witches,  while  the  lab'ring  moon  601' 
Edipees  at  their  charms.    The  other  shape. 
If  shape  it  might  be  call'd  tiuit  shape  had  none 
Distinguishable  in  member,  joint,  or  limb,     * 
Or  substance  might  be  call'd  that  shadow  seem'd. 
For  each  seem'd  either ;  black  it  stood  as  Night,  Sn 
Fierce  as  ten  Furies,  terrible  as  Hell, 
And  shook  a  dreadful  dart.    What  seem'd  his  head 
The  likeness  of  a  kingly  crown  had  on. 
Satan  was  now  at  hand,  and  from  his  seat. 
The  monster  moving  onward,  came  as  fast  075 

With  horrid  strides.  Hell  trembled  as  he  strode. 
Th'  undaunted  Fiend  what  this  might  be  admired^ 
Admired,  not  fear'd  :  God  and  his  Son  except. 
Created  thing  nought  valued  he  nor  shunn'd  ; 
And  with  disdainful  look  thus  first  began :  680 

Whence  and  what  art  thou,  execrable  shax>e. 
That  darest,  though  grim  and  terrible,  advance 
Thy  miscreated  front  athwart  my  way 
To  yonder  gates  1    Through  them  I  mean  to  pass. 
That  be  assured,  without  leave  ask'd  of  thee :       08d 
Retire  or  taste  thy  folly,  and  learn  by  proof, 
Hell-bom,  not  to  contend  with  Spirits  of  Heav'n. 

To  whom  the  goblin  full  of  wrath  reply'd. 
Art  thou  that  traitor  Angel,  art  thou  He, 
Who  first  broke  peace  in  Heav'n  and  faith,  till  then 
Unbroken,  and  in  proud  rebellious  arms  691 

Drew  after  him  the  third  part  of  Heav'u's  sons, 
Conj6red  against  the  High'st,  for  which  both  thou 
And  tbey,  outcast  from  God,  are  here  condemu'd 
To  waste  eternal  days  in  woe  and  pain  i  69A 

And  reckon 'st  thou  thyself  with  Spirits  of  Heav'n, 
Hell*doom'd,  and  breath 'st  defiance  here  and  scorn 
Where  I  reign  king,  and  to  enrage  thee  more. 
Thy  king  and  lord  t    Back  to  thy  punishment. 
False  fugitive,  and  to  thy  speed  add  wings,  70t 

005.  It  was  formerly  believed  tint  the  moon  might  be  affected 
by  incantations. 

066.  See  Spenser,  Faery  Queen,  Book  vli.  C.  7.  46. 

078.  Tlie  word  except  is  here  used  with  the  same  latitude  as  but 
in  ver.  333.  336. 

603.  CoigtiTbd,  from  the  Latin  eonfurare,  to  conspire  or  leagnt 
tA(ether. 
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hut  with  a  whip  of  scmrpions  I  panue 

Thy  lingering,  or  with  one  stroke  of  this  dart 

Straage  horror  seize  thee»  and  pangs  unfelt  hefoite. 

So  spake  the  grisly  terror,  and  in  shape* 
So  speaking,  and  so  threat'ning,  grew  tenfold       709 
More  dreadfol  and  deform.    On  th'  other  side. 
Incensed  with  indignation,  Satan  stood 
Unterrify'd,  and  like  a  comet  bum'd, 
That  fires  the  length  of  Ophiachns  huge 
In  th'  arctic  sky,  and  from  his  horrid  hair  710 

Shakes  pestilence  and  war.    Each  at  the  head 
Levell'd  his  deadly  aim ;  their  fatal  hands 
No  second  stroke  intend,  and  such  a  frown 
Each  cast  at  th'  other,  as  when  two  black  clouds. 
With  Heay'n's  artill'ry  fraught,  come  rattling  on  715 
Orer  the  Caspian ;  then  stand  front  to  front 
Hoy'ring  a  space,  till  winds  the  signal  blow 
To  join  their  dark  encounter  in  mid-air. 
So  frown'd  the  mighty  combatants,  that  Hell 
Grew  darker  at  their  frown,  so  mateh'd  they  stood  : 
For  never  but  once  more  was  either  like  721 

To  meet  so  great  a  foe :  and  now  great  deeds 
Had  been  achieved,  whereof  all  Hell  had  rung. 
Had  not  the  snaky  sorceress  that  sat 
Fast  by  Hell  gate,  and  kept  the  fatal  key,  735 

Ris'n,  and  with  hideous  outcry  rush'd  between. 

O  Father,  what  intends  thy  hand,  she  cry'd. 
Against  thy  only  Son  1  What  fury,  0  Son, 
Possesses  thee  to  bend  that  mortal  dart 
Against  thy  Father's  head  ?  and  know'st  for  whomt 
For  Him  who  sits  above  and  laughs  the  while      731 
At  thee  ordain'd  his  drudge,  to  execute 
Whate'er  his  Mrrath,  which  he  calls  justice,  bids: 
His  wrath,  which  one  day  will  destroy  ye  both. 

She  spake,  and  at  her  words  the  hellish  pest    735 
Forbore ;  then  these  to  her  Satan  retum'd. 

So  strange  thy  outcry,  and  thy  words  so  strange 
Thou  interposest,  that  my  sudden  hand 
Prevented,  spares  to  tell  thee  yet  by  deeds 
What  it  intends,  till  first  I  know  of  thee,  749 

TQi.  Ophiiichus,  or  Serpentarius,  a>northern  constellsCkMi 
Ttfl.  The  Caspian  was  noticed  for  being  tempestoon. 
T83.  Jesu«  Cbriat  is  here  meant. 
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What  thing  Uiou  art,  thiu  double-fonu'd,  and  ^thf 

In  this  infernal  vale  first  met  thou  call'st 

Me  Father,  and  that  phantasm  call'st  my  Son  i 

I  know  thee  not,  nor  ever  saw  till  now 

Sight  more  detestable  than  him  and  thee.  7tt 

T'  whom  thus  the  portress  of  Hell  gate  reply*d  : 
Hast  thou  forgot  me  then,  and  do  I  seem 
Now  in  thine  eyes  so  foul  1  once  deem'd  so  fair 
In  Heay'n,  when  at  tb'  assembly,  and  in  sight 
Of  all  the  Seraphim  with  thee  combined  1M 

In  bold  conspiracy  against  Heav'u's  King, 
All  on  a  sudden  miserable  pain 
Surprised  thee,  dim  thine  eyes,  and  dizzy  swum 
In  darkness,  while  thy  head  flames  thick  and  fast 
Threw  forth,  till  on  the  left  side  op'ning  wide,     756 
Likest  to  thee  in  shape  and  count'nance  bright. 
Then  shining  heav'nly  fair,  a  Goddess  ami'd 
Out  of  thy  head  I  sprung ;  amazement  seized 
All  th'  host  of  Heav'n ;  back  they  recoil'd,  afraid 
At  first,  and  call'd  me  Sin,  and  fur  a  sign  760 

Portentous  held  me ;  but  familiar  grown 
I  pleased,  and  with  attractive  graces  won 
The  most  averse,  thee  chieiiy,  who  full  oft 
Thyself  in  me  thy  perfect  imagu  viewing 
Becam'st  enamour'd,  and  such  joy  thou  took'st    765 
With  me  in  secret,  tliat  my  wouib  conceived 
A  growing  burthen.     Meanwhile  war  arose, 
And  fields  were  fought  iu  Heav'n  ;  wherein  rcmain'd 
(For  what  could  else  1)  to  our  Almighty  Foe 
Clear  victory ;  to  our  pait  loss  and  rout  770 

Through  all  the  empyrean.     Down  they  fell, 
Driv'n  headlong  from  the  pitch  of  Heav'n,  down 
Into  this  deep,  and  in  the  general  full 
I  also ;  at  which  time  this  powerful  key 
Into  my  hand  was  giv'n,  with  charge  to  keep       775 
These  gates  for  ever  shut;  which  none  can  pass 
Without  my  op'ning.    Pensive  here  I  sat 
Alone ;  but  long  I  sat  not,  till  my  M'omb 
Pregnant  by  thee,  and  now  excessive  grown. 
Prodigious  motion  felt  and  rueful  throes.  7M 

At  last  this  odious  offspring  whom  thou  seest 

7ft8.  Tills  is  Imitated  from*  the  mythological  fable  of  Minerra 
•pringing  from  the  bend  of  Jupiter. 
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Thine  own  begotten,  breaking  violent  way. 

Tore  through  my  entrails,  that  with  fear  and  pain 

Distorted,  all  my  nether  shape  thus  grew 

Transform'd :  but  he  my  inbred  enemy  789 

Forth  issued,  brandishing  Ids  fatal  dart. 

Made  to  destroy.    I  fled,  and  cry'd  out  Death  ; 

Hell  trembled  at  the  hideous  name,  and  sigh'd 

From  all  her  cares,  and  back,  resounded  Death. 

I  fled,  but  he  pursued  (though  more,  it  seems,      700 

Inflamed  with  lost  than  rage),  and  swifter  far. 

Me  overtook  his  mother  all  dismay'd. 

And  in  embraces  forcible  and  foul 

Ingend'ring  with  me,  of  that  rape  begot 

These  yelling  monsters,  that  with  ceaseless  cry    705 

Surround  me,  as  thou  saw'st,  hourly  conceived 

And  hourly  bom,  widi  sorrow  infinite 

To  me ;  for  when  they  list,  into  the  womb 

That  bred  them  they  return,  and  howl  and  gnaw 

My  bowels,  their  repast ;  then  bursting  forth       800 

Afresh  with  conscious  terrors  vex  me  round. 

That  rest  or  intermission  none  I  find. 

Before  mine  eyes  in  opposition  sits 

Grim  Death,  my  son  and  foe,  who  sets  them  on. 

And  me,  his  parent,  would  full  soon  devour  805 

For  want  of  other  prey,  but  tLat  he  knows 

His  end  with  mine  involved ;  and  knows  that  I 

Shoiild  prove  a  bitter  morsel,  and  his  bane. 

Whenever  that  shall  be.    So  Fate  pronounced. 

But  thou,  O  Father,  I  forewarn  thee,  shun  810 

His  deadly  arrow;  neither  vainly  hope 

To  be  invulnerable  in  those  bright  arms. 

Though  temper'd  heav'nly,  for  that  mortal  dint. 

Save  He  who  reigrns  above,  none  can  resist. 

She  finish 'd,  and  the  subtle  Fiend  his  lore         815 
Soon  leam'd,  now  milder,  and  thus  answer'd  smooth. 
Dear  Daughter,  since  thou  claim'st  me  for  thy  sire. 
And  my  fair  son  here  show'st  me,  the  dear  pledge 
Of  dalliance  had  with  thee  in  Heav'n,  and  joys 
Then  sweet,  now  sad  to  mention,  through  dire  change 
Befall'n  us  unforeseen,  unthought  of;  know         831 
I  come  no  enemy,  but  to  set  free 
From  out  this  dark  and  dismal  house  of  pain 
700.  See  Mrgi^  £»•  U*  *>• 
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Both  him  and  thee,  and  all  the  hear'nly 
Of  SptritB,  that  in  our  jost  pretences  arm'd 
Fell  with  iia  from  on  high :  from  tiiem  I  go 
This  uncouth  errand  sole,  and  one  for  all 
Myself  expoM,  with  lonely  steps  to  tread 
Th'  unfooxfeded  deep,  and  through  the  void  immense 
To  search  with  wand'ring  quest  a  place  foretold  830 
Should  be,  and,  by  concurring  signs,  ere  now- 
Created  Tast  and  round,  a  place  of  bliss 
In  the  purlieus  of  Heav'n,  and  therein  placed 
A  race  of  upstart  creatures  to  supply 
Perhaps  our  vacant  room,  though  more  removed,  833 
Lest  Heav'n  surcharged  with  potent  multitude 
Might  hap  to  move  new  broils :   Be  this  or  aught 
Than  this  more  secret  now  design'd.  1  haste 
To  know,  and  this  once  knoMm,  shall  soon  return. 
And  bring  ye  to  the  place  where  thou  and  Death  AM 
Shall  dwell  at  ease,  and  up  and  down  unseen 
Wing  silently  the  buxom  air,  embalm'd 
With  odours :  there  ye  shall  be  fed  and  fill'd 
Immeasurably,  all  things  shall  be  your  prey. 

He  ceased,for  bothseem'd  highlypTeased;  and  Death 
Grinn'd  horrible  a  ghastly  smile,  to  hear  ii4ii 

His  famine  should  be  fill'd,  and  blest  his  maw 
Destined  to  that  good  hour :   no  less  rejoiced 
His  mother  bad,  and  thus  bespake  her  sire : 

Tlie  key  of  this  infernal  pit  by  due. 
And  by  command  of  Heav'n's  all-pow'rful  King, 
I  keep,  by  him  forbidden  to  unlock 
These  adamantine  gates;  against  all  force 
Death  ready  stands  to  interpose  his  dart. 
Fearless  to  be  o'ermatch'd  by  living  might. 
Bxt  what  owe  I  to  his  commands  above 
Who  hates  me,  and  hath  hither  thrust  me  down 
Into  this  gloom  of  Tartarus  profound. 
To  sit  in  hateful  office  here  confined. 
Inhabitant  of  Heav'n.,  and  heav'nly  bora,  860 

Here  in  perpetual  agony  and  pain, 
\\  ith  terrors  and  with  clamours  compass'd  round 
Of  mine  own  brood,  that  on  my  bowels  feed? 

M2.  Dnxom;  not  at  Newton  would  interpret  it,  Acxflkle  or 
Yielding',  but  clieerfui  or  iMpiring  cliMrfiiiDe«  bf  the  odeun 
•ad  music  with  which  it  is  filled. 
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Hum  «rt  my  father,  thoa  ray  author,  thoa 

My  being  gT^^v'st  me ;  whom  shonld  I  obey  86S 

But  thee,  whom  follow  ?  thou  wilt  bring  me  soon 

To  that  new  world  of  light  and  bliss,  among 

The  Gods  who  lire  at  ease,  where  I  shall  reign 

At  thy  right  hand  Toluptuous,  as  beseems 

Thy  daughter  and  thy  darling,  without  end.         STO 

TLus  saying,  from  her  side  the  fatal  key. 
Sad  instrument  of  all  our  woe,  she  took ; 
And  tow'rds  the  gate  rolling  her  bestial  train. 
Forthwith  the  huge  portcullis  high  up-drew. 
Which  but  herself,  not  all  the  Stygian  jMw'rs      875 
Could  once  have  moved ;  then  in  the  key-hole  turns 
Th'  intricate  wards,  and  ev'ry  bolt  and  bar 
Of  massy  iron  or  solid  rock  with  ease 
Unfastens.    On  a  sudden  open  fly 
With  impetuous  recoil  and  jarring  sound  880 

Th*  infernal  doors,  and  on  their  hing^es  g^te 
Harsh  thunder,  that  the  lowest  bottom  shook 
Of  Erebus.    She  open'd ;  but  to  shut 
Ezcell'd  her  pow'r :  the  gates  wide  open  stood. 
That  with  extended  wings  a  banner'd  host  885 

Under  spread  ensigns  marching  might  pass  through 
With  horse  and  chariots  rank'd  in  loose  array ; 
So  wide  they  stood,  and  like  a  furnace  mouth 
Cast  forth  redounding  smoke  and  ruddy  flame. 
Before  their  eyes  in  sudden  view  appear  89^ 

The  secrets  of  the  hoary  deep,  a  dark 
Illimitable  ocean,  without  bound, 
3Vithout  dimension,where  length,breadth,and  highth. 
And  time,  and  place,  are  lost;  where  eldest  Night 
And  Chaos,  ancestors  of  Nature,  hold  89A 

Eternal  anarchy,  amidst  the  noise 
Of  endless  wars,  and  by  confusion  stand. 
For  hot,  cold,  moist,  and  dry,  four  champions  fierce 
Strive  here  for  mast'ry,  and  tc  battle  bring 
Their  embryon  atoms ;  they  around  the  flag  900 

Of  each  his  faction,  in  their  several  clans, 
Light-arm'd  or  heayy,  sharp,  smooth,  swift,  or  slow. 
Swarm  populous,  unnumber'd  as  the  sands 
Of  Barca  or  Csnrene's  torrid  soil, 
Lery'd  to  side  with  warring  winds,  and  poise       005 
MM.  Barea  and  Cyrena  treie  a  city  and  prorince  of  Lybla. 
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Their  lighter  wiu^^^.    To  w><nn.  these  most  adhere. 

He  rules  a  moment     Chaos  umpire  sits. 

And  by  decision  moi  e  embroils  the  fray 

By  which  he  reigns :  next  him  high  arbiter 

Chance  goyems  all.    Into  thib  wild  abyss,  911 

The  womb  of  Nature,  and  perhaps  her  grrare. 

Of  neither  sea,  nor  shore,  nor  air,  nor  fire. 

But  all  these  in  their  pregnant  causes  mix'd 

Confus'dly,  and  which  thus  must  ever  fight. 

Unless  th'  Almighty  Maker  them  ordain  01ft 

His  dark  materials  to  create  more  worlds ; 

Into  this  wild  abyss  the  wary  Fiend 

Stood  on  the  brink  of  Hell  and  look'd  a  while. 

Pond 'ring  his  voyage ;  for  no  narrow  frith 

He  had  to  cross.    Nor  was  his  ear  less  peal*d       920 

With  noises  loud  and  ruinous  (to  compare 

Great  things  with  small)  than  when  Bellona  storms 

With  all  her  batt'ring  engines  bent,  to  raze 

Some  capital  city;  or  less  ?han  it  this  frame 

Of  Hcav'n  were  falling,  aud  these  elements         9Sft 

In  mutiny  had  from  her  axle  torn 

The  stedfast  earth.    At  last  his  sail-broad  Tans 

He  spreads  for  flight,  and  in  the  surging  smoke 

Uplifted  spurns  the  ground  ;  thence  many  a  leag^ue. 

As  in  a  cloudy  chair,  ascending  rides  030 

Audacious ;  but  that  seat  soon  failing,  meets 

A  vast  vacuity :  all  unawares 

Flutt'ring  his  pennons  vain,  plumb  down  he  drops 

Ten  thousand  fathom  deep,  and  to  this  hour 

Down  had  been  falling,  had  not  by  ill  chance,      035 

The  strong  rebuff  of  some  tumultuous  cloud. 

Instinct  with  fire  and  nitre,  hurried  him 

As  many  miles  aloft :  that  fury  stay'd, 

Qnench'd  in  a  boggy  S3rrtis,  neither  sea, 

Nor  good  dry  land :  nigh  founder'd  on  he  fares,  OM 

Treading  the  crude  consistence,  half  on  foot, 

Half  flying ;  behoves  him  now  both  oar  and  sail. 

As  when  a  gryphon  through  the  wilderness 

933.  PennoTu,  commonly  spelt  pinions. 

941.  There  is  much  in  this  description  similar  to  that  W 
Spenser  of  tlie  dragon. 

943.  A  gryphoA  is  a  fabulous  creature  said  to  guard  fold  nliMlii 
la  Its  upper  part  it  was  lilce  an  eag^le,  in  its  lower  like  a  " 
Tka  AfvuuMtfiofu  were  a  ooe-eyed  people  of  ScjUiia. 
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With  winged  coarse,  o'er  hill  or  moory  dale. 
Pursues  the  Arimaspian,  who  by  stealth  M9 

Had  from  his  wakeful  custody  purloin'd 
The  guarded  gold :  so  eagerly  the  Fiend  [rare^ 

O'er  bog,  or  steep,  through  strait,  rough,  dense,  or 
With  head,  hands,  wings,  or  feet  pursues  his  way, 
<knd  swims,  or  sinks,  or  wades,  or  creex>s,  or  flies : 
At  length  a  universal  hubbub  wild  Ml 

Of  stunning  sounds  and  voices  all  confused. 
Borne  through  the  hollow  dark,  assaults  his  ear 
With  loudest  vehemence  :  thither  he  plies. 
Undaunted  to  meet  there  whatever  Pow'r  955 

Or  Spirit  of  the  nethermost  abyss 
Might  in  that  noise  reside,  of  whom  to  ask 
Which  way  the  nearest  coast  of  darkness  lies 
Bord'ring  on  light;  when  strait  behold  the  throne 
Of  Chaos,  and  his  dark  pavilion  spread  96C 

Wide  on  the  wasteful  deep ;  with  him  enthroned 
Sat  sable-vested  Night,  eldest  of  tilings. 
The  consort  of  his  reign ;  and  by  them  stood 
Orcus  and  Ades,  and  the  dreaded  name 
Of  Demogorgon ;  Rumour  next  and  Chance,        90& 
And  Tumult  and  Confusion,  all  em  broil 'd. 
And  Discoi-d,  with  a  thousand  various  mouths. 

T'  whom  Satan  turning  boldly,  thus :  Ye  Pow'rs 
And  Spirits  of  this  nethermost  abyss. 
Chaos  and  ancient  Night,  I  come  no  spy,  070 

With  purpose  to  explore  or  to  disturb 
The  secrets  of  your  realm,  but  by  constramt 
Wand'ring  this  darksome  desert,  as  my  way 
Lies  through  your  spacious  empire  up  to  light. 
Alone,  and  without  guide,  half  lost,  I  seek  075 

What  readiest  path  leads  where  your  gloomy  bounds 
Confine  with  Heav'n ;  or  if  some  other  place 
From  your  dominion  won,  th'  ethereal  King 
Possesses  lately,  thither  to  arrive 
I  travel  this  profound ;  direct  my  course ;  9M 

Directed  no  mean  recompense  it  brings 
To  your  behoof,  if  I  that  region  lost, 
AH  usurpation  thence  expell'd,  reduce 

964.  Orens  or  Pinto,  tn  called  by  the  andenta.  Adn  may  be 
taken  fnr  any  dark  place. 

MS.  A  deity  anion;  the  anctents  whom  name  ttey  tuppoftt^ 
capable  of  producing  the  most  terrible  effect*. 
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To  ber  original  darkness  and  your  sway 
(Which  is  my  present  journey),  and  once  moie 
Erect  the  standard  there  of  ancient  Ni^ht ; 
Yours  be  th'  advantage  all,  mine  the  rereng^. 

Thus  Satan ;  and  him  thus  the  Anarch  old» 
With  fault'ring  speech  and  risage  incomposed, 
Answer'd:  I  know  thee,  stranger,  who  thou  art;  901 
That  mighty  leading  Angel,  who  of  late 
Made  head  against  Heav'n's  King,  though  oyer^ 

thrown. 
I  saw  and  heard ;  for  such  a  num'rous  host 
Fled  not  in  silence  through  the  frighted  deep 
With  ruin  upon  ruin,  rout  on  rout,  9M 

Confusion  worse  confounded;  and  Heav'n  gates 
Pour'd  out  by  millions  her  victorious  bands 
Pursuing.     I  upon  my  frontiers  here 
Keep  residence ;  if  all  1  can  will  serve 
That  little  which  is  left  so  to  defend,  lOM 

Encroach'd  on  still  through  your  intestine  broils, 
Weak'uing  the  sceptre  of  old  Night:  first  Hell 
Your  dungeon  stretching  far  and  wide  beneath ; 
Now  lately  Heav'n  and  Earth,  another  world. 
Hung  o'er  my  realm,  link'd  in  a  golden  chain    lOOS 
To  that  side  Heav'n  from  whence  your  legions  feU : 
If  that  way  be  your  walk,  you  have  not  far; 
So  much  the  nearer  danger ;  go  and  speed ; 
Havock,  and  spoil,  and  ruin,  are  my  gain. 

He  ceased,  and  Satan  stay'd  not  to  reply ;        101« 
But  glad  that  now  his  sea  should  find  a  shore, 
With  fresh  alacrity  and  force  renew'd. 
Springs  upward  like  a  pyramid  of  fire 
Into  tbe  wild  expanse,  and  through  the  shock 
Of  fighting  elements,  on  all  sides  round  101A 

Environ'd,  wins  his  way ;  harder  beset 
And  more  endanger'd  than  when  Argo  pass'd 
Through  Bosphorus,  betwixt  the  justling  rocks ; 
Or  when  Ulyeses  on  the  larboard  shunn'd 

1005.  Homer  meutions  a  f^oldcs  rhain  by  which  Jupiter  coold 
draw  up  the  earth,  &c.— See  Iliad,  bunl(  s. 

1011.  A  metaphor  to  express  his  satisfaction  at  concludiug^  hit 
journey. 

1017.  Arfro  wasi  the  ship  in  which  Janon  and  hio  companion* 
sailed  to  ColcliiM,  in  search  of  the  tfoldeii  rieuou.  bitsphorus\»  the 
naii'e  of  the  Straiu  of  Consuntinople,  or  the  channel  of  Uie 
BhickSea. 
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Charybdifl,  and  by  th'  other  whirlpool  iteer'd.    NM 

So  he  wilh  difficulty  and  labour  hard 

Mored  on,  ix^ith  difficulty  and  labour  he ; 

But  he  mice  past,  soon  after  when  man  fellt 

Strange  alteration!  Sin  and  Death  amain 

Following  hia  track,  such  was  the  will  of  HeaT*n» 

Paved  after  him  a  broad  and  beaten  way  lOSB 

Oyer  the  dark  abyss,  whose  boiling  gulf 

Tamely  endured  a  bridge  of  wondrous  length 

From  Hell  continued  reaching  th'  utmost  orb 

Of  this  frail  world ;  by  which  the  Spirits  perrerse 

With  easy  intercourse  pass  to  and  fro,  1031 

To  tempt  or  punish  mortals,  except  whom 

God  and  good  Angels  guard  by  special  grace. 

But  now  at  last  the  sacred  influence 

Of  light  appears,  and  from  the  walls  of  Heav'n  1088 

Shoots  far  into  the  bosom  of  dim  Night  v 

A.  glimm'ring  dawn.    Here  Nature  first  beg^ina 

Her  farthest,  yei^e,  and  Chaos  to  retire 

As  from  her  outmost  works  a  broken  foe 

With  tumult  less,  and  with  less  hostile  din,        104!0 

That  Satan  with  less  toil,  and  now  with  ease. 

Wafts  on  the  calmer  wave  by  dubious  light. 

And  like  a  weather-beaten  vessel  holds 

Gladly  the  port,  though  shrouds  and  tackle  torn ; 

Or  in  the  emptier  waste,  resembling  air,  1048 

Weighs  his  spread  wings,  at  leisure  to  behold 

Far  off  th'  empyreal  Hear'n,  extended  wide 

In  circuit,  undetermined  square  or  round. 

With  opal  tow'rs  and  battlements  adom'd 

Of  living  sapphire,  once  bis  native  scat;  1050 

And  fast  by  hanging  in  a  gulden  chain 

This  pendent  world,  in  bigness  as  a  star 

Of  smallest  magnitude  close  by  the  moon. 

Thither  full  fraught  with  mischievous  revenge. 

Accursed,  and  in  a  cursed  hour  he  hies.  1088 

1090.  CharfbdU,  a  dangrerow  part  of  the  tea  between  Mettlns 
and  Italy. 

1023.  Dr.  Bentley  rappones  eleTen  lines  to  be  Innerted  here  by 
tlie  Editor  of  Milton ;  but  if  the  pinaspe  be  examined,  it  will  be 
•oen  they  cannot  be  an  interpolation.  Hit  atrongest  objection  is, 
that  the  brikl^e  ia  dt^ficribed  asrain  in  Booli  X. 

loss.  Bt  trie  pendent  world  is  meant  the  whole  new  rmdoa 
of  neaven  and  earth.   See  verse  lOOt. 
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THE  ARGUMENT. 

Ood,  sitting  on  hi*  throne,  km  Satan  flyinf  towavda  tnia  work^ 
then  newly  created ;  shews  him  to  the  Son  who  sat  at  his  right 
band;  forett lis  tiiesuccessof  Satan  in perverliug mankind;  ei^an 
bis  own  justice  and  wisdom  from  ail  imputation,  ha\1ng  oeated 
Man  free  and  able  enouf^h  to  have  withstood  his  tempter :  yet 
declares  his  purpose  of  ^roce  to«-ards  him.  in  regard  be  fell  not 
of  his  own  malice,  as  did  Satan,  but  by  him  «educLd.  The  doa 
of  God  renders  praises  to  bis  Fatlier  for  the  mauifeststion  of  iris 
fracioiu  purpose  towards  Man;  but  God  again  declares,  that 
grace  cannot  be  extended  towards  Man  without  tlie  satisnctkni 
of  divine  Justice :  Man  huth  offended  the  Majesty  of  Ood  by  ai<tiir- 
ing  to  Godhead,  and  therefore,  wkh  all  his  pro^nv,  devoted  to 
d^th,  must  die,  uulesh  some  one  can  be  found  sumcient  to  answer 
for  his  offence,  and  undergo  his  punishment'  The  Son  of  God 
freclv  offem  himself  a  ransom  fur  Man :  the  Father  accepts  him, 
orduins  his  incarnation,  pronounces  liis  exaltation  abo\eali  iiainct 
in  Heaven  and  Karth ;  commands  all  the  Angetj«  to  adore  him : 
thev  obi!y,  and  hymuiiis'  to  their  harps  in  full  choir,  celebrate  the 
Father  and  the  Son.  i^leauwliile  Satan  alights  upon  the  bare  con- 
vex of  tliis  world's  outermost  orb ;  Hhere  wandering  he  Arst  fimls 
a  place,  Muce  called  tlie  Umtto  of  Vanity:  what  uersons  and 
things  fly  up  tiiititer:  thence  comes  to  the 'gate  of  Heaven,  de- 
scribed ascending  by  htairs,  and  the  waters  above  the  Krmauieot 
that  ilow  about  it :  His  pussage  thence  to  the  orb  of  the  Sun ;  he 
linds  there  Uriel,  the  regent  of  that  orb,  but  firnt  changes  him* 
Mill  into  the  shape  of  a  meaner  Augel;  and  preteiidii^;  a  zealous 
dcfiiri-  to  behold  the  new  creation,  and  Man  whom  God  had  placed 
here,  iufiuires  of  liiui  the  place  of  his  habitation,  and  is  directed: 
aligiits  tirbt  on  Mount  Niphates. 

Haii^  holy  Lig:Iit,  offsprinf?  of  Hcav'ii  first-born. 

Or  of  tli'  Eternal  coetemal  beam, 

May  1  express  thee  unblained  i  since  God  is  Light, 

A.nd  never  but  in  unapproachcd  li^lit 

Dwelt  from  eternity,  dwelt  then  in  thee,  5 

Bright  ef&uence  of  bright  essence  increate. 

Or  hear'st  thou  rather,  pure  ethereal  stream, 

Whose  fountain  who  shall  tell  {  Before  the  Sun, 

Before  the  Heay'ns  thou  wert,  and  at  the  voice 

Of  God,  as  with  a  mantle,  didst  invest  10 

The  risins:  world  of  waters  dark  and  deep. 

Won  from  the  void  and  formless  infinite. 

Thee  I  revisit  now  with  bolder  wing, 

1.  This  transition  from  the  fearful  gloom  and  confusion  of  Hell 
•nd  Chaos  to  the  worlds  of  light  has  a  mairnilicent  effect  upon  the 
mind.  The  touch  of  sweet  and  holy  feeling  with  which  the  Au- 
thor alludes  to  his  own  |>en«onal  sorrow  heightens,  rather  then 
diminishes,  the  impression  of  awe  and  delisrht. 

3.  See  1  John  i.  5.  and  I  riui.  vi.  l6. 
6.  See  Book  of  Wi^donl,  vii.  25,  36. 
IS.  Voidf  not  empty,  but  chaos-like 
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Escaped  tbe  Stygian  pool,  though  long  detsin'd 

In  that  obscure  ttojourn,  while  in  my  flight  15 

Through  utter  and  through  middle  darkness  borne    ' 

With  other  notes  than  to  th'  Orphean  lyre 

I  sung  of  Chaos  and  eternal  Night, 

Taught  by  the  heav'nly  Muse  to  venture  down 

The  dark  descent,  and  up  to  re-ascend,  It 

Though  hard  and  rare  ^  thee  I  revisit  safe, 

And  feel  thy  sov'reign  vital  lamp :  but  thou 

Revisit'st  not  these  eyes,  that  roll  in  vain 

To  find  thy  piercing  ray,  and  find  no  dawn ; 

So  thick  a  drop  serene  hath  quench'd  their  orbs,   SS 

Or  dim  sufTusion  veil'd.    Yet  not  the  more 

Cease  I  to  wander  where  the  Muses  haunt 

Clear  spring,  or  shady  grove,  or  sunny  hiU, 

Smit  with  the  love  of  sacred  song ;  but  chief 

Thee,  Sion,  and  the  flow'ry  brooks  beneath,  30 

That  wash  thy  hallow'd  feet,  and  warbling  flow. 

Nightly  I  visit :  nor  sometimes  forget 

Those  other  two  equalled  with  me  in  fate. 

So  were  I  equall'd  with  them  in  renown. 

Blind  Thamyris  and  blind  Maeonides,  S5 

And  Tiresias  and  Phineus  prophets  old  : 

Then  feed  on  thoughts,  that  voluntary  move 

Harmonious  numbers  ;  as  the  wakeful  bird 

Sings  daVkling,  and  in  shadiest  covert  hid 

Times  her  nocturnal  note.    Thus  with  the  year      4f 

Seasons  return,  but  not  to  me  returns 

Day,  or  the  sweet  approach  of  ev'n  or  mom. 

Or  sight  of  vernal  bloom,  or  summer's  rose, 

Or  flocks,  or  herds,  or  human  face  divine ; 

But  cloud  instead,  and  ever-during  dark  49 

Surrounds  me,  from  the  cheerful  ways  of  men 

Cut  off,  and  for  the  Book  of  knowledge  fair 

Presented  with  an  universal  blank 

Of  Nature's  works,  to  me  expunged  and  rased, 

17.  Orphens  compoaed  a  hymn  to  nlgfat. 
ao.  The  broolu  here  mentioned  were  Kedron  sod  Silosli. 

36.  ThamyrUt  a  poet  mentioned  in  Homer,  11.  ii.  iBi,  Ifo*- 
nides,  Hoti.er,  BO  named  from  his  father  Meeon.  Ttretiat  was  • 
Theban,  and  Phineut  a  kini^  of  Arcadia,  both  blind  poets. 

37.  The  mt- tody  of  the  verse  is  here  particularly  obaervable* 
49.  Hated,  from  the  Laliii  radere,  to  rub  oat.  In  allusion  to  tlis 

manner  in  which  the  ancients,  who  wrote  ou  waxen  tablela.  ol» 
Hlerated  writia(. 
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And  Wisdom  at  one  entrance  quite  shut  ont.  09 

So  mnch  the  rather  thou,  celestial  Light, 

Shine  inward,  and  the  mind  through  all  her  powts 

Irradiate,  there  plant  eyes ;  all  mist  from  thence 

Purge  and  disperse,  that  I  may  sec  and  tell 

Of  things  invisible  to  mortal  sight.  U 

Now  had  th'  Almighty  Father  from  ahore. 
From  the  pure  empyrean  where  he  sits 
High  throned  above  all  highth,  bent  down  his  eye. 
His  own  works  and  their  works  at  once  to  view  : 
About  him  all  the  sanctities  of  Heav'n  69 

Stood  thick  as  stars,  and  from  his  sight  received 
Beatitude  past  utterance ;  on  his  right 
The  radiant  image  of  bis  glory  sat. 
His  only  Son :  on  earth  he  first  beheld 
Our  two  first  parents,  yet  the  only  two  flft 

Of  mankind,  in  the  happy  garden  placed. 
Reaping  immortal  fruits  of  joy  and  love. 
Uninterrupted  joy,  unrivall'd  love, 
In  blissful  solitude.    He  then  survey'd 
Hell  and  the  gulf  l)etween,  and  Satan  there  IS 

Coasting  the  wall  of  Heav'n  uu  this  side  Night, 
In  the  dun  air  sublime,  and  ready  now 
To  stoop  with  wearied  wings  and  willing  feet 
On  the  bare  outside  of  this  world,  that  seera'd 
Firm  land  embosom'd,  without  firmament,  75 

Uncertain  which,  in  ocean  or  in  air. 
Him  God  beholding  from  his  prospect  high. 
Wherein  past,  present,  future,  he  beholds, 
Thiu  to  his  only  Son  foreseeing  spake  : 

Only  begotten  Son,  seest  tbou  what  rage  M 

Transports  our  Adversary  t  whom  no  bounds 
Prescribed,  no  bars  of  Hell,  nor  all  the  chains 
Heap'd  on  him  there,  nor  yet  the  main  abyss 
Wide  interrupt  can  hold  ;  so  bent  he  seems 

S3.  It  Is  observed,  that  the  same  idea  occtirs  in  Milton's  Prox 
Works.    He  probably  alluded  to  F.|ili.  i.  18. 

56.  Tasso  may  have  been  translated  lien'.— Canto  I.  st.  7. 

tf3.  See  Heb.  i.  3.  also  fasKo,  Canto  9.  fit.  55. 

80.  Addison  has  judicious  y  obfiervc<l,  tliutit  is  not  the  imaji^hia- 
tion  of  Millon  whirh  is  so  niurh  to  be  lonlicd  for  in  these  spi^ecUus 
■s  his  learninGT.  The  one  could  not  be  safely  trusted  in  trlNin^  a 
livin?  languafre  to  the  wi«doni  of  the  Almighty.  NotwitlixtandinK 
this,  nowever,  almost  every  pinsag?  of  the  kind  is  remarkaldr  fot 
fMst  dignity  and  grandeur. 
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On  desperate  revenge,  that  shall  redound  tl 

Upon  his  own  rebellious  head.    And  now. 

Through  all  restraint  broke  loose.  He  wings  his  ntLj 

Not  far  off  Heav'n,  in  the  precincts  of  light. 

Directly  tow'rds  the  new-created  world. 

And  man  there  placed,  with  purpose  to  assay  M 

If  him  by  force  he  can  destroy,  or  worse. 

By  some  false  gruile  pervert ;  and  shall  pervert. 

For  Man  will  hearken  to  his  glozing  lies. 

And  easily  transgress  the  sole  command. 

Sole  pledge  of  his  obedience  :  So  will  fall,  0S 

He  and  his  faithless  progeny.    Whose  fault? 

Whose  but  his  own  ?  Ingrate,  he  had  of  me 

All  he  could  have  ;  I  made  him  just  and  right. 

Sufficient  to  have  stood,  though  free  to  fall. 

Such  I  created  all  th'  ethereal  Pow'rs  10§ 

And  Spirits,  both  them  who  stood  and  them  who  fail'd ; 

Freely  they  stood,  who  stood, — and  fell,  who  fell. 

Not  free,  what  proof  could  they  have  giv'n  sincere 

Of  true  allegiance,  constant  faith,  or  love. 

Where  only  what  they  needs  must  do  appear'd,    105 

Not  what  they  would  1  what  praise  could  they  receive  ? 

What  pleasure  I  from  such  obedience  paid, 

When  will  and  reason  (reason  also  is  choice) 

Useless  and  vain,  of  freedom  both  despoil 'd. 

Made  passive  both,  had  served  necessity,  114 

Not  me  ?  They  therefore  as  to  right  belong'd. 

So  were  created,  nor  can  justly  accuse 

Their  Maker,  or  their  making,  or  their  fate. 

As  if  predestination  over-ruled 

Their  will,  disposed  by  absolute  decree  llff 

Or  high  foreknowledge ;  they  themselves  decreed 

Their  own  revolt,  not  I.    If  I  foreknew. 

Foreknowledge  had  no  influence  on  their  fault. 

Which  had  no  less  proved  certain  unforeknown. 

So  without  least  impulse  or  shadow  of  fate,  ISt 

Or  aught  by  me  immutably  foreseen. 

They  trespass,  authors  to  themselves  in  al? 

8  )th  what  they  judge  and  what  they  choose;  for  «e 

I  rorin'd  them  free,  and  free  they  must  remain, 

Tii)  they  enthrall  themst:lves;  I  else  must  change 

!I7.  l/i»  here  used  in  the  scim<>  of  though. 
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Their  uaiarc,  and  revoke  the  liii$:h  decree  13$ 

Unchangeable,  eternal,  which  ordain'd 
Their  freedom,  Uiey  thenuelves  ordaiu'd  their  fall. 
The  first  sort  by  their  own  suggestion  fell. 
Self-tempted,  self-deprared :  Man  falls,  deceived  Idt 
By  th'  other  first :  Man  therefore  shall  find  grace. 
The  other  none :  in  mercy'  and  justice  both, 
Through  Heav'n  and  Earth,  so  shall  my  glory*  excel* 
But  mercy  first  and  last  shall  brightest  shine. 

Thus  while  God  spake,  ambrosial  fragrance  fiU'd 
An  Heav'n,  and  in  the  blessed  Spirits  elect  196 

Sense  of  new  joy  inefiable  difilued. 
Beyond  compare  the  Son  of  God  was  seen 
Most  glorious ;  in  him  all  his  FatheT  shone 
Substantially  express'd ;  and  in  his  face  140 

Divine  compassion  visibly  appear'd, 
Love  without  end,  and  without  measure  grace ; 
Which  utt'ring,  thus  he  to  his  Father  spake : 

O  Father,  gracious  was  that  word  which  closed 
Thy  sov 'reign  sentence,  that  Man  should  find  g^race ; 
For  which  both  Heav'n  and  Earth  shall  high  extol  146 
Thy  praises,  with  th'  innumerable  sound 
Of  hymns  and  sacred  sungs,  wherewith  thy  throne 
Encompass'd  shall  resound  thee  ever  blest. 
For  should  Man  finally  be  lost,  should  Man,  150 

Thy  creature  late  so  loved,  thy  youngest  son. 
Fall  circumvented  thus  by  fraud,  though  join'd 
With  his  own  folly  t  that  be  from  thee  far. 
That  far  be  from  thee,  Father,  who  art  Judge 
Of  all  things  made,  and  judgest  only  right.  155 

Or  shall  the  Adversary  thus  obtain 
His  end,  and  frustrate  thine  ?  Shall  he  fulfil 
His  malice,  and  thy  goodness  bring  to  nought, 
Or  proud  return,  though  to  his  heavier  doom. 
Yet  with  revenge  accoroplish'd,  and  to  Hell         100 
Draw  after  him  the  whole  race  of  mankind 
By  him  corrupted?  Or,  wilt  thou  thyself 
Abolish  thy  creation,  and  unmake. 
For  him,  what  for  thy  glory  thou  hast  made  t 

135.  A  difference  to  here  marked  in  the  effect  which  Honer 
■nd  Milton  attribute  to  the  upeeches  of  their  several  Deiticib 
the  one  maldiig  terr«>r,  the  oUier  delight,  the  consequence. 
140.  See  Heh.  i.  3.  153.  See  Gen.  xvUi.  3S 
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go  should  thy  goodness  and  thy  greatness  both     1M 
Be  question'd  and  blasphemed  without  defence. 

To  whom  the  great  Creator  thus  reply'd : 
0  Son,  in  whom  my  soul  hath  chief  delight. 
Son  of  my  bosom,  Son  who  art  alone 
My  word,  my  wisdom,  and  effectual  might,  17« 

All  hast  thou  spoken  as  my  thoughts  are ;  all 
As  my  eternal  purpose  ha^  decreed. 
Man  shall  not  quite  be  lost,  but  saved  who  will. 
Yet  not  of  will  in  him,  but  grace  in  me 
Freely  vouchsafed.    Once  more  I  will  renew        175 
His  lapsed  powers,  though  forfeit  and  enthrall'd 
By  sin  to  foul  exorbitant  desires : 
Upheld  by  me,  yet  once  more  he  shall  stand 
On  even  ground  against  his  mortal  foe. 
By  me  upheld,  that  he  may  know  how  frail  180 

His  fall'n  condition  is,  and  to  me  owe 
All  his  deliv'rance,  and  to  none  but  me 
Some  I  have  chosen  of  peculiar  grace 
Elect  above  the  rest ;  so  is  my  will : 
The  rest  shall  hear  me  call,  and  oft  be  wam'd      I8S 
Their  sinful  state,  and  to  appease  betimes 
Th'  incensed  Deity,  while  offer'd  grace 
Invites ;  for  I  will  clear  their  senses  dark. 
What  may  suffice,  and  soften  stony  hearts 
To  pray,  repent,  and  bring  obedience  due.  190 

To  pray'r,  repentance,  and  obedience  due, 
Though  but  endeavour'd  with  sincere  intent. 
Mine  ear  shall  not  be  slow,  mine  eye  not  shut. 
And  I  will  place  within  them  as  a  guide 
My  umpire  Conscience  ;  whom  if  they  will  hear,  ISfi 
Light  after  light  well  used  they  shall  attain. 
And,  to  the  end  persisting,  safe  arrive. 
This  my  long  suflTrance  and  my  day  of  grace 
They  who  neglect  and  scorn,  shall  never  taste ; 
But  hard  be  harden'd,  blind  be  blinded  more,      SOO 
That  they  may  stumble  on,  and  deeper  fall : 
And  none  but  such  from  mercy  I  exclude. 
But  yet  all  is  not  done :  Man  disobeying. 
Disloyal  breaks  bis  fealty,  and  sins 
Against  the  High  Supremacy  of  Heav*n, 

IM.  The  reader  will  And  Jesot  Christ  addresMd  hf  tUCitf 

title*  in  different  parts  of  Scripture. 
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AffiBcdng  Godhead,  and  so  lodng  all. 

To  exfttate  his  treaaon  hath  nought  left. 

Bat  to  daatruction  sacred  and  devote. 

He,  with  his  whole  posterity,  must  die ; 

Die  he  or  justice  must ;  unless  for  him  Sit 

Some  other  able,  and  as  willing,  pay 

The  rigid  satisfaction,  death  for  death. 

Say,  hear'nly  Pow'rs,  where  shall  we  find  such  lore  t 

Which  of  ye  will  be  mortal  to  redeem 

Man's  mortal  crime,  and  just  th*  unjust  to  saret  S16 

Dwells  in  all  Heareu  charity  so  dearf 

He  ask'd ;  but  all  the  heav'nly  choir  stood  mute* 
And  silence  was  in  Heav'n :  on  Man's  behalf 
Patron  or  intercessor  none  appear'd. 
Much  less  that  durst  upon  his  own  head  draw      Ttb 
The  deadly  forfeiture,  and  ransom  set. 
And  now  without  redemption  all  mankind 
Must  have  been  lost,  adjudged  to  Death  and  Hell 
By  doom  severe,  had  not  the  Son  of  God, 
In  whom  the  fulness  dwells  of  love  divine,  224 

His  dearest  meditation  thus  renew'd  : 

Father,  thy  word  is  past,  Man  shall  find  gprace ; 
And  shall  g^ace  not  find  means,  that  finds  her  way. 
The  speediest  of  thy  winged  messengers. 
To  visit  all  thy  creatures,  and  to  all  2M 

Comes  unprevented,  unimplored,  unsought  1 
Happy  for  man,  so  coming :  he  her  aid 
Can  never  seek,  once  dead  in  sins  and  lost : 
Atonement  for  himself  or  ofTring  meet. 
Indebted  and  undone,  hath  none  to  bring.  2Sfi 

Behold  me  then ;  me  fur  him,  life  for  life 
I  offer :  on  me  let  thine  anger  fall ;    * 
Account  me  Man :  I  for  his  sake  will  leare 
Thy  bosom,  and  this  glory  next  to  thee 
Freely  put  off,  and  for  him  lastly  die  Mb 

Well  pleased :  on  me  let  Death  wreck  all  his  rag^ : 
Under  his  gloomy  pow'r  I  shall  not  long 
lae  vanquish'd:  thou  hast  given  me  to  possess 

215.  See  I  Peter  HI.  18.  217.  See  Rev.  t»I.  I. 

S31.  'Jnnrevmted  ;  prevent  iii  here  used  accorilnjr  to  it»  teitM 
In  iht  Latin  prtrvenire,  to  come  before ;  not  preceded  by  any  thing 
ciMb  It  in  Ubed  in  this  manner  in  one  of  the  prayers  of  our  Li- 
turgy, '  Prevent  as,  O  Lord,  in  all  our  doimrs,'  See.  that  is,  Let  tlty 
rrsce  •r.tidpate  us  in  our  designs,  and  so  make  them  Just  and  boljr. 
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Life  in  myself  for  ever ;  by  thee  I  liTe» 

Though  now  to  Death  I  yield,  and  am  his  due     MS 

All  that  of  mc  can  die  ;  yet  that  debt  paidt 

Thou  wilt  not  leave  me  in  the  loathsome  grar* 

His  prey,  nor  suffer  my  unspotted  soul 

For  ever  with  corruption  there  to  dwell ; 

But  I  shall  rise  victorious,  and  subdue  S50 

My  Vanquisher,  spoil'd  of  his  vaunted  spoil ; 

Death  his  death's  wound  shall  then  receive,  and  stoop 

Inglorious,  of  his  mortal  sting  disarm'd. 

I  through  the  ample  air  in  triumph  high 

Shall  lead  Hell  captive  maugre  Hell,  and  shew    255 

The  Pow'rs  of  darkness  bound.    Thou  at  the  sight 

Pleased,  out  of  Heaven  shalt  look  down  and  tmilef 

While  by  thee  raised  I  ruin  all  my  foes. 

Death  last,  and  with  his  carcase  glut  the  gn^ve : 

Then  with  the  multitude  of  my  redeemed  980 

Shall  enter  Heav'n  long  absent,  and  return. 

Father,  to  see  thy  face,  wherein  no  cloud 

Of  anger  shall  remain,  but  peace  assured 

And  reconcilement ;  wrath  shall  be  no  more 

Thenceforth,  but  in  thy  presence  joy  entire.  265 

His  words  here  ended,  but  his  meek  aspect 
Silent  yet  spake,  and  breath'd  immortal  love 
To  mortal  men,  above  which  only  shone 
Filial  obedience  :  as  a  sacrifice 

Glad  to  be  ofier'd,  he  attends  the  will  S70 

Of  his  great  Father.    Admiration  seized 
All  Heav'n,  what  this  might  mean,  and  whither  tend, 
Wond'ring ;  but  soon  th'  Almighty  thus  reply'd : 

O  thou  in  Heav'n  and  Earth  the  only  peace 
Found  out  foi*mankind  under  wrath  I  0  thou       275 
My  sole  complacence  I  well  thou  know'st  how  dear 
To  mc  are  all  my  woiks,  nor  Man  the  least. 
Though  last  created ;  that  for  him  I  spare 
Thee  from  my  bosom  and  righ«  hand,  to  save. 
By  losing  thee  a  while,  the  wliole  race  lost.  286 

344.  See  John  v.  36. 
849.  See  Pm.  xvi.  10.  and  Acts  ii.  30,  31. 
343.  The  puniiintr  chararter  of  this  line  hait  been  Justly  reprw 

bated  as  unworthy  of  the  subject. 
fV4.  Ps.  IxTfii.  IS.  and  Col.  il.  15.  359.  1  Cor.  xv.  98. 

irit.  If  the  reader  compare  this  picture  of  the  Son  of  Ood  with 
tha^  in  the  sixth  boolt,  he  will  be  awed  and  deligrhted  with  tiM> 
irtadeiir  of  Milton's  conception  of  the  Messiah's  character 
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Thou  therefore  whom  thou  only  canst  redeen^ 

Their  nature  also  to  thy  nature  join ; 

And  be  thyself  Man  among  men  on  eacth. 

Made  fleshy  when  time  shall  be,  of  virgin  seed. 

By  wondrous  birth :  be  luou  in  Adam's  room 

The  Head  of  all  mankind,  though  Adam's  son. 

As  in  him  perish  all  men,  so  in  thee. 

As  from  a  second  root,  shall  be  restored 

As  many'  as  are  restored ;  without  thee  none. 

His  crime  makes  gruilty  all  his  sons ;  thy  nxerit 

Imputed  shall  absolve  them  who  renounce 

Their  own  both  righteous  and  unrighteous  deeds. 

And  live  in  thee  transplanted,  and  from  thee 

Receive  new  life.    So  Man,  as  is  most  just, 

Shall  satisfy  for  man,  be  judged  and  die,  299 

And  dying  rise,  and  rising  with  him  raise 

His  brethren  ransom 'd  with  his  own  dear  life. 

So  heav'nly  love  shall  outdo  hellish  hate. 

Giving  to  death,  and  dying  to  redeem, 

So  dearly  to  redeem  what  hellish  hate  300 

So  easily  destroy 'd,  and  still  destroys 

In  those  who,  when  they  may,  accept  not  grace. 

Nnr  shalt  thou,  by  descending  to  assume 

Man's  nature,  lessen  or  degrade  thine  own. 

Because  thou  hast,  though  throned  in  highest  bliss  305 

Equal  to  God,  and  equally  enjoying 

God-like  fruition,  quitted  all  to  save 

A  world  from  utter  loss,  and  hast  been  found 

By  merit  more  than  birthright.  Son  of  God, 

Found  worthiest  to  be  so  by  being  good,  310 

Far  more  than  great  or  high ;  because  in  thee 

Love  hath  abounded  more  than  glory  'bounds. 

Therefore  thy  humiliation  shall  exaU 

With  thee  thy  manhood  also  to  this  throne : 

Here  shalt  thod  sit  incarnate,  here  shalt  reign     81S 

Both  God  and  Man,  Son  both  of  God  and  Man, 

Anointed  Universal  King:  all  pow'r 

I  give  thee ;  reign  for  ever,  and  assume 

Thy  merits ;  under  thee  as  Head  Supreme 

267.  See  I  Cor.  xv.  »au 
Ml.  llie  laniriiage  in  here  aconmrnoddUid  to  Uie  eternity  af  fhe 
i|i«aker,  to  wbon  past,  present,  and  future,  are  oim. 
SI7.  Mate  xxvliL  .S. 
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Thitmes,  Priooedoms,  Pow'rs,  Dominiona  I  reduo0 : 
All  knees  to  thee  shall  bow,  of  them  that  bide 
In  Heav'n,  or  Earth,  or  under  Earth  in  HelL 
When  thou  attended  (j^loriouBly  from  Heav'n 
Shalt  in  the  sky  appear,  and  from  thee  send 
The  summoning  Arch -Angels  to  proclaim 
Thy  dread  tribunal,  forthwith  from  all  innds 
The  living,  and  forthwith  the  cited  dead 
Of  all  past  ages,  to  the  gen'ral  doom 
Shall  hasten ;  such  a  i>eal  shall  rouse  their  deep. 
Then  all  thy  saints  assembled,  thou  shalt  judge    AM 
Bad  men  and  Angels ;  they  arraign'd  shall  sink 
Beneath  thy  sentence :  Hell,  her  numbers  full. 
Thenceforth  shall  be  for  ever  shut.    Mean  while 
The  world  shall  bum,  and  from  her  ashes  spring 
New  Heav'n  and  Earth,  wherein  the  just  shall  dwellt 
And  after  all  their  tribulations  long  330 

See  golden  days,  fruitful  of  golden  deeds. 
With  joy  and  love  ti'iuuiphing,  and  fair  truth. 
Then  thou  thy  regal  sceptre  shalt  Jay  by, 
For  regal  sceptre  then  no  more  shall  need,  34i0 

God  shaU  be  All  in  All.    But  all  ye  Gods, 
Adore  him,  who  to  compass  all  this  dies : 
Adore  the  Son,  and  honour  him  as  me. 

No  sooner  had  th'  Almighty  ceased,  but  all 
The  multitude  of  Angels,  with  a  shout  34S 

Loud  as  from  numbers  without  number,  sweet 
As  from  blest  voices,  utt'ring  joy,  Heav'n  rung 
With  jubilee,  and  loud  Hosannas  fill'd 
Th'  eternal  regions :  lowly  reverent 
Tow'rds  either  throne  they  bow,  and  to  the  ground 
With  solemn  adoration  down  they  cast  391 

Their  crowns,  inwove  w^ith  amarant  and  gold ; 
Immortal  amarant ;  a  ilow'r  which  once 
In  Paradise,  fast  by  the  tree  of  life. 
Began  to  bloom ;  but  soon,  for  man's  offence,        395 

321.  Philip,  ii.  10.  334.  3  Pet.  iii.  IS,  13. 

335.  I  cannot  do  better  than  here  recouimcnd  to  the  reader,  tt« 
perusal  of  Dr.  Chalmers'  powerfuilv  interesting  termon  on  the 
Mbject  of  a  new  Heaven  and  a  new  "Earth. 

341.  1  Cor.  XT.  28  and  Pa,  xcvii.  7.  and  Heb.  1.  6. 

343.  John  v.  33. 

an.  Rev.  It.  10. 

333.  Amarant,  tL  flower  whose  beaaty  never  fides.  AHmIm  h 
«wde  liere  to  l  Pet.  i.  4.  and  i  Pet.  v.  4. 
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To  UeaVn  renwYed,  where  first  it  grew,  there  grtwi^ 
And  flow'n  aloft,  shading  the  fount  oi  life. 
And  where  the  rir'r  of  bliss  through  midst  of  HeaT*ii 
Rolls  o'er  Elysian  flow'rs  her  amber  stream ; 
With  these,  that  never  fade,  the  Spirits  elect        860 
Bind  tlteir  resplendent  locks  inwreath'd  with  beams. 
Now  in  loose  g^arlands  thick,  thrown  off,  the  bright 
Pavement,  that  like  a  sea  of  jasper  shone, 
Impurpled  with  celestial  roses  smiled. 
Then  crown 'd  again,  their  golden  harps  they  tooky 
Harps  ever  tuned,  that  glittering  by  their  side      Sd8 
Like  quivers  himg,  and  with  preamble  sweet 
Of  charming  symphony  they  introduce 
Their  sacred  song,  and  waken  raptures  high ; 
No  voice  exempt,  no  voice  but  well  could  join      art 
Melodious  part< — such  concord  is  in  Heav'n. 
Thee,  Father,  first  they  sung.  Omnipotent* 
Immutable,  Immortal,  Infinite, 
Eternal  King ;  thee.  Author  of  all  being, 
Fountain  of  Light,  thyself  invisible  375 

Amidst  the  glorious  brightness  where  thou  sitt'st 
Throned  inaccessible,  but  when  thou  shad'st 
The  full  blaze  of  thy  beams,  and  through  a  cloud 
Drawn  round  about  thee  like  a  radiant  shrine, 
Dark  with  excessive  bright  thy  skirts  appear,      380 
Tet  dazzle  Heav'n,  that  brightest  Seraphim 
Approach  not,  but  with  both  wings  veil  their  eyes. 
Thee,  next  they  sang,  of  all  creation  first, 
Begotten  Son,  Divine  Similitude, 
In  whose  conspicuous  count'nance,  without  cloud  380 
Made  visible,  th'  Almighty  Father  shines. 
Whom  else  no  creature  can  behold :  on  thee 
Impress'd  th'  effulgence  of  his  glory  'bides. 
Transfused  on  thee  his  ample  Spirit  rests. 
He  Heav'n  of  Heav'ns  and  all  the  Pow'rs  therein  300 
By  thee  created,  and  by  thee  threw  down 
Th'  aspiring  Dominations :  thou  that  day 
''liy  Father's  dreadful  thunder  didst  not  spare, 

MS.  Tlie  happiness  of  Heaven  is  repeatedly  compared  in  Scrip- 
■*re  to  a  fountain  or  river. 

380.  The  same  idua  Li  in  Tasiio,  Can.  9.  st.  57.  and  in  SpeDserli 
Jyun  to  Heavenly  Beauty. 

382.  Sae  Isaiah  vi.  3. 
Col.  L  IS.  Ucv.  iil.  14.  3S7.  John  1. 18»  ttf,  8w 
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Nor  stop  thy  flaming  chariot-wheels,  that  shook 

Hear'u's  ererlasting  frame,  while  o'er  the  necks  399 

Thou  drov'st  of  warring  Angels  disarray 'd. 

Back  from  pursuit  thy  Pow'rs  with  loud  acclaim 

Thee  only*  extoll'd.  Son  of  thy  Father's  might. 

To  execute  fierce  vengeance  on  his  foes. 

Not  so  on  Man  :  Him  thro'  their  malice  fall'n,     4M 

Father  of  mercy'  and  grace,  thou  didst  not  doom 

So  strictly,  but  much  more  to  pity'  incline ; 

No  sooner  did  thy  dear  and  only  Son 

Perceive  thee  purposed  not  to  doom  frail  Man 

So  strictly,  but  much  more  to  pity'  inclined,         405 

He  to  appease  thy  wrath,  and  end  the  strife 

Of  mercy'  and  justice  in  thy  face  discem'd. 

Regardless  of  the  bliss  wherein  he  sat 

Second  to  thee,  offer'd  himself  to  die 

For  man's  offence.    0  unexampled  love !  410 

Love  no  where  to  be  found  less  than  Divine  I 

Hail  Son  of  God,  Saviour  of  Men,  thy  name 

Shall  be  the  copious  matter  of  my  song 

Henceforth,  and  never  shall  my  harp  thy  praise 

Forget,  nor  from  thy  Father's  praise  disjoin.         419 

Thus  they  in  Heav'n,  above  the  starry  sphere, 
Tbeir  happy  hours  in  joy  and  hymning  spent. 
Mean  while  upon  the  firm  opacous  globe 
Of  this  round  world,  whose  first  convex  divides 
rhe  luminous  inferior  orbs,  inclosed  ^0 

From  Chaos  and  th'  inroad  of  Darkness  old, 
Satan  alighted  walks :  a  globe  far  off 
It  seem'd,  now  seems  a  boundless  continent 
Dark,  waste,  and  wild,  under  the  frown  of  Night 
Starless  exposed,  and  ever-threat'ning  storms       42S 
Of  Chaos  blust'riiig  round,  inclement  sky ; 
Save  on  that  side  which  from  the  wall  of  Heav'n, 
Though  distant  far,  some  small  reflection  gains 
Of  glimm'ring  air  less  vex'd  with  tempest  loud  ; 
Here  walk'd  the  Fiend  at  large  in  spacious  field.  43C 
As  when  a  vulture  on  Imaus  bred. 
Whose  snowy  ridge  the  roving  Tartar  bounds, 

41S.  Milton  has  been  hitherto  professedlv  repeating  the  «ab> 
•taace  of  the  angels'  song.    He  here  speaiu  of  hit  own  deter 

4*1.  iwuHU,  a  eelebraled  nMotiln  In 
G 
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Dislodging  from  a  region  scarce  of  prey 

To  gorge  the  flesh  of  lambs  or  yeanling  kids 

On  hills  where  flocks  are  fed,  flies  toward  the  spiingii 

Of  Ganges  or  Hydaspes,  Indian  streams ; 

But  in  his  way  lights  on  the  barren  plains 

Of  Sericana,  where  Chinesea  drive 

With  sails  and  wind  their  cany  waggons  light : 

So  on  this  windy  sea  of  land,  the  Fiend  44t 

Walk'd  up  and  down  alone,  bent  on  his  prey  : 

Alone ;  for  other  creature  in  this  place. 

Living  or  lifeless,  to  be  found  was  none ; 

None  yet,  but  store  hereafter  from  the  earth 

Up  hither  like  agreal  vapours  flew  445 

Of  all  things  transit'ry  and  rain,  when  sin 

With  vanity  had  fill'd  the  works  of  men ; 

Both  all  things  vain,  and  all  who  in  rain  things 

Built  tlicir  fond  hopes  of  glory',  or  lasting  fame, 

Or  happiness,  in  this  or  th'  other  life  ;  450 

All  who  have  their  reward  on  earth,  the  fruits 

Of  painful  superstition  and  blind  zeal, 

Nought  seeking  but  the  praise  of  men,  here  find 

Fit  retribution,  empty  as  their  deeds : 

All  th'  unaccomplish'd  works  of  Nature's  hand,    455 

Aboi*tive,  monstrous,  or  unkindly  mix'd. 

Dissolved  on  earth,  fleec  hither,  and  in  vain» 

Till  final  dissolution,  wander  here  ; 

Not  in  the  neighb'ring  moon,  as  some  have  dream 'd; 

Those  argent  fields  more  likely  habitants,  460 

Translated  Saints  or  middle  Spirits,  hold 

Betwixt  th'  angelical  and  human  kind. 

Hither  of  ill-join'd  sons  and  daughters  bom 

First  from  the  ancient  world  those  giants  came,  404 

With  many  a  vain  exploit,  though  then  renown'd  : 

JThe  builders  next  of  Babel  on  the  plain 

Of  Sennaar,  and  still  with  vain  design 

New  Babels,  had  they  wherewithal,  would  build: 

Others  came  single ;  he  who  to  be  deem'd 

A  God,  leap'd  fondly  into  ^tna  flames,  470 

438.  Sericana  ;  that  part  of  India  called  Calhav  :  It  is  remark- 
able for  the  siiioothnew  of  its  plains.  The  description  of  limbo. 
which  folU'Wb,  has  been  «rreauy  reprobated  by  Mr.  Addison,  and 
others.  But  here,  as  in  other  plaoes,  MiUnn  is  best  defended  b^ 
calling  to  mind  the  character  and  desifn  of  his  poem. 

463.  See  Gen.  \i,  4.  467.  SeunaaTf  or  SUnir. 
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Bmpedocles ;  and  he  who  to  enjoy 

Plato's  JSIysium,  leaped  into  the  sea, 

Cleorabrotos  ;  and  many  more  too  long. 

Embryos  and  idiots,  eremites  and  fi-iars 

White,  black  and  grey,  with  all  their  tnunpery.  4ff5 

Here  Pilgrims  roam,  that  stray 'd  so  far  to  seek 

In  Golgotha  him  dead,  who  lives  in  Heav'n ; 

And  they  who,  to  be  sure  of  Paradise, 

Dying  put  on  the  weeds  of  Dominic, 

Or  in  Franciscan  think  to  pass  disguised:  480 

They  pass  the  planets  sev'n,  and  ^ss  the  fix'd. 

And  that  crystalline  sphere  whosebalance  weighs 

The  trepidation  talk'd,  and  that  first  moved  ; 

And  now  Saint  Peter  at  Heav'n's  wicket  seems 

To  wait  them  with  his  keys,  and  now  at  foot        485 

Of  Heav'n's  ascent  they  lift  their  feet,  when  lo, 

A  Tiolent  cross  wind  from  either  coast 

Blows  them  transverse  ten  thousand  leagues  awry 

Into  the  devious  air ;  then  might  ye  see 

Ck>w]s,  hoods,  and  habits,  with  their  wearers,  tost 

And  flutter'd  into  rags ;  then  reliques,  beads,       401 

Indulgences,  dispenses,  pardons,  buUs, 

The  sport  of  winds :  all  these  upwhirl'd  aloft 

Fly  o'er  the  backside  of  the  world  far  off 

Into  a  Limbo  large  and  broad,  since  call'd  405 

The  Paradise  of  Fools,  to  few  unknown 

Long  after,  now  unpeopled,  and  untrod. 

All  this  dark  globe  the  Fiend  found  as  he  pasa'd. 

And  long  he  wander'd,  till  at  last  a  gleam 

Of  dawning  light  tum'd  thitherward  in  haste       500 

His  travell'd  steps :  far  distant  he  descries 

Ascending  by  degrrees  magnificent 

Up  to  the  wall  of  Heav'n  a  structure  high  ; 

At  top  whereof,  but  far  more  rich,  appeared 

The  work  as  of  a  kingly  palace  gate, 

471.  EmpedoeUf  was  a  Pythagorean  philosopher,  who  threw 
himself  into  the  crater  of  Mo  mt  Etna. 

473.  Cleombrotu$  was  a jroung  man,  who,  having  been  deeply 
interehted  with  Piato's  reffections  on  the  immortality  of  the  sonf, 
leaped  into  the  sea  that  he  mi^ht  at  once  eiuoy  the  felicity  men- 

4S3.  Milton  here  follows  the  ancient  or  Ptolemaic  svstem  ol 
wtronomy.  Tasso  meutioiui  the  same  spheres  in  describing  Mi- 
chael's descent  from  heaven,  only  in  an  inverse  order. 

410.  Tbe  second  person  Is  here  put  indeflmtely ;  then  miKbt  ht 

B8 
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With  frontispiece  of -diamond  and  gold 

Embellish 'd  :  thick  with  sparkling  orient  genu 

The  portal  shone,  inimitable  on  earth 

By  model,  or  by  shading  pencil  drawn. 

The  stairs  were  such  as  whereon  Jacob  saw         Sit 

Angels  ascending  and  descending,  bands 

Of  gruardians  bright,  when  he  from  Esau  fled 

To  Padan-Aram  in  the  field  of  Loz, 

Dreaming  by  night  under  the  open  sky. 

And  waking  cry'd.  This  is  the  gate  of  HeaT*n.     5M 

Each  stair  mysteriously  was  meant,  nor  stood 

There  always,  but  drawn  up  to  Hear'n  sometimes 

Viewless :  and  underneath  a  bright  sea  flow'd 

Of  jasper,  or  of  liquid  pearl,  whereon 

Who  after  came  from  earth,  sailing  arrived,         SM 

Wafted  by  Angels,  or  flew  o'er  the  lake 

Rapt  in  a  chariot  drawn  by  flery  steeds. 

The  stairs  were  then  let  down,  whether  to  dare 

The  Fiend  by  easy  'scent,  or  aggravate 

His  sad  exclusion  from  the  doors  of  bliss :  0t9 

Direct  against  which  open'd  from  beneath, 

Just  o'er  the  blissful  seat  of  Paradise, 

^  passage  down  to  th'  Earth,  a  passage  wide. 

Wider  by  far  than  that  of  after-times 

Over  mount  Sion,  and,  though  that  were  large,    530 

Over  the  Promised  Land,  to  God  so  dear, 

By  which,  to  visit  oft  those  happy  tribes, 

On  high  behests  his  Angels  to  and  fro 

Pass'd  frequent,  and  his  eye  with  choice  regard 

From  Paneas  the  fount  of  Jordan's  flood  535 

To  BeSrsaba,  where  the  Holy  Land 

Borders  on  Egypt  and  th'  Arabian  shore  : 

So  wide  the  op'ning  seem'd,  where  bounds  were  set 

To  darkness,  such  as  bound  the  ocean  wave. 

Satan  from  hence,  now  on  the  lower  stair  54t 

That  scaled  by  steps  of  gold  to  Heaven  gate. 

Looks  down  with  wonder  at  the  sudden  view 

Of  all  this  world  at  once.    As  when  a  scout 

Through  dark  and  desert  ways  with  peril  gone 

All  night,  at  last  by  break  of  cheerful  dawn        5il 

610.  See  Gen.  xxvUl,  13, 13. 
M4-  Pas$'d/requ^,  is  to  be  undentood  after  ntfonl. 
ft40.  The  description  and  comparison  here  are  verr     "* 
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ObCaini  tlie  brow  of  some  high-climbing^  hill, 

WMch  to  his  eye  iiseoren  unaware 

rhe  goodly  prospect  of  some  foreign  laud 

First  seen,  or  some  renown'd  metropolis 

With  glist'ring  spires  and  pinnacles  adom'd,       SM 

Which  now  the  rising  Sun  gilds  with  Lis  beams  : 

Such  wonder  seized,  though  after  Heaven  seen. 

The  Spirit  malign,  but  much  more  envy  seised. 

At  sight  of  all  this  world  beheld  so  fair.  A54 

Round  he  surveys  (and  well  might,  where  he  stood 

So  high  abore  the  circling  canopy 

Of  Nighf  s  extended  shade)  from  e«8tem  point 

Of  Libra  to  the  fleecy  star  that  bears 

Andromeda  far  off  Atlantic  seas 

Beyond  th'  horizon ;  then  from  pole  to  pole 

He  -views  in  breadth,  and  without  longer  pause 

Down  right  into  the  world's  first  region  throws 

His  flight  precipitant,  and  winds  with  ease 

Through  the  pure  marble  air  his  oblique  way 

Amongst  inniunerable  stars,  that  shone 

Stars  distant,  but  nigh  hand  seem'd  other  woxUs; 

Or  other  worlds  they  seem'd,  or  happy  isles. 

Like  those  Hesperian  gardens  famed  of  old. 

Fortunate  fields,  and  groves,  and  flow'ry  vales,         • 

Thrice  happy  isles ;  but  who  dwelt  happy  there  Sf9 

He  stay'd  not  to  inquire :  above  them  all 

The  golden  Sun,  in  splendour  likest  Heay'n, 

Allured  his  eye :  thither  his  course  he  bends 

ThMugh  the  calm  firmament  (but  up  or  down. 

By  centre,  or  eccentric,  hard  to  tell,  STS 

Or  longitude)  where  the  great  luminary 

Aloof  the  Tulgar  constellations  thick. 

That  from  his  lordly  eye  keep  distance  doe. 

Dispenses  light  from  far ;  they  as  they  move 

Their  starry  dance  in  numbers  that  compute         6M 

Days,  months,  and  years,  towards  his  all-cheering  lamp 

Turn  swift  their  -various  motions,  or  are  tum'd 

By  his  magnetic  l^eam,  that  gently  warms 

The  unirerse,  and  to  each  inward  part 

MS  CoMteUatioiM  direcClf  opposite  to  each  ofher.  The  Jleeqf 
ttu  H  Arlet,  which  is  laid  to  bear  Aadromeda,  became  jusl 
— '     U. 


MS.  Buptrian  rarden$t  celebrated  among  titue  andeau,  and 
'  to  tave  6eea  the  Cape  Verd  Ifllaads. 
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With  gentle  penetration^  thougli  voaeen,  IM 

Shoots  invisible  virtue  ev'n  to  the  deep ; 

So  \7ondrou8ly  was  set  his  station  bright. 

There  lands  the  Fiend,  a  spot  like  which  perhaps 

Astronomer  in  the  Sun's  lucent  orb 

Through  his  glazed  optic  tube  yet  never  saw.       09t 

The  place  he  found  beyond  expression  bright^ 

Compar'd  with  aught  on  earth »  metal  or  stone ; 

Not  all  parts  like,  but  all  alike  inform'd 

With  radiant  light,  as  glowing  iron  with  fire ; 

If  metal,  part  seem'd  gold,  part  silver  clear;         ffSf 

If  stone,  carbuncle  most,  or  chrysolite. 

Ruby  or  topaz,  to  the  twelve  that  shone 

in  Aaron's  breast-plate,  and  a  stone  besides  * 

Imagined  rather  uft  than  elsewhere  seen, 

That  stone,  or  like  to  that  which  here  below         0M 

Philosophers  in  vain  so  long  have  sought ; 

In  vain,  though  by  their  ppw'rful  art  they  bind 

Volatile  Hermes,  and  call  up  unbound 

In  various  shapes  old  Proteus  from  the  sea, 

Drain'd  through  a  limbec  to  his  native  form.        603 

What  wonder  then  if  fields  and  regions  here 

Breathe  forth  Elixir  pure,  and  rivers  run 

Rotable  gold,  when  with  one  virtuous  touch 

Th'  areh-chemic  Siui,  so  far  from  us  remotey 

Produces  with  terrestrial  humour  mix'd  610 

Here  in  the  dark  so  many  precious  things 

Of  colour  glorious  and  effect  so  rare  ? 

Here  matter  new  to  gaze  the  Devil  met 

Undazzled ;  far  and  wide  his  eye  commands ; 

For  sight  no  obstacle  found  here,  nor  shade,         619 

But  all  sunshine,  as  when  his  beams  at  noon 

Culminate  from  th'  equator,  as  they  now 

Shot  upward  still  direct,  whence  no  way  round 

Shadow  from  body  opaque  can  fall ;  and  th'  air. 

No  where  so  clear,  sharpen'd  his  visual  ray  63S 

To  objects  distant  far,  whereby  he  soon 

Saw  within  ken  a  glorious  Angel  stand* 

603.  Hermes,  or  Mercury;  Prolena  wa«  a  sca-crod,  celebrated 
as  is  well  known  for  the  variety  of  shapes  lie  had  the  power  ci 
taking;  the  ancients  meant  to  express,  undor  tlie  name  of  this 
fabulous  beine,  the  first  principle  of  thiot^s.  The  stone  allnded 
t*  Is  that  by  wbich  pUiosopbers  hoped  to  turn  all  tilings  into  gold. 
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The  same  \7b0m  John  saw  also  in  the  Stin. 

His  back  was  tam'd,  but  not  his  brightness  hid : 

Of  beaming  sonny  rays  a  golden  tiar  HM 

Circled  his  head,  nor  less  his  locks  behind 

innstrioas  on  his  shoulders  fledge  with  wings 

Lay  waring  round.    On  some  grreat  chai^  employ'd 

He  seem'd,  or  fix'd  in  cogitation  deep. 

Glad  was  ttte  Spirit  impure,  as  now  in  hope         6M 

To  find  who  might  direct  his  wand'ring  flight 

To  Paradise,  the  happy  seat  of  Man, 

His  joumey*s  end,  and  our  beg^inning  woe. 

But  first  he  casts  to  change  his  proper  shape. 

Which  else  might  work  him  danger  or  delay :      685 

And  now  a  stripling  Cherub  he  appears, 

Not  of  the  prime,  yet  such  as  in  his  face 

Youth  smiled  celestial,  and  to  ev'ry  limb 

Suitable  grace  diflused,  so  well  he  feign'd : 

Under  a  coronet  his  flowing  hair  049 

In  curls  on  either  cbeek  play'd ;  wings  he  wore 

Of  many  a  colour'd  plume,  sprinkled  with  gold ; 

His  habit  fit  for  speed  succinct,  and  held 

Before  his  decent  steps  a  silver  wand.        * 

He  drew  not  nigh  unheard :  the  Angel  bright,      64S 

Ere  he  drew  nigh,  his  radiant  visage  turu'd, 

Admonish'd  by  his  ear,  and  straight  was  known 

Th'  Arch-Angel  Uriel,  one  of  the  seven 

Who  in  God's  xn^sence,  nearest  to  his  throne. 

Stand  ready  at  command,  and  are  his  eyes  G50 

That  run  through  all  the  Heav'ns,  or  down  to  th'  Earth 

Bear  his  swift  errands  over  moist  and  dry. 

O'er  sea  and  land  :  him  Satan  thus  accosts : 

Uriel,  for  thou  of  those  sev'n  Spirits  that  stand 
In  sight  of  God's  high  throne,  gloriously  bright,  69S 
The  first  art  wont  his  great  authentic  will 
Interpreter  through  highest  Heav'n  to  bring, 
Where  all  his  sons  thy  embassy  attend ; 
And  here  art  likeliest,  by  Supreme  decree* 
Like  honour  to  obtain,  and  as  his  eye  C9f 

To  -visit  oft  this  new  creation  roimd ; 

633.  See  Rev.  xix.  17. 

637.  Instetd  of  Jledred  for  softnen. 

643.  SucHnet ,  ready  or  prepared. 

•44.  ileenii,  saed  Is  the  Lstin  leiue,  arnceful  and  besalifbL 

tMw  Zesh.iT.  10.  Totait  xU.  !ft.  ReV.  i.  4.  v. «.  vitt.  t. 
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Unspeakable  desire  to  see,  and  kaow 

All  these  his  wimdroos  works,  but  chiefly  MaMf 

His  ^ef  delight  and  favour;  him  for  whom 

All  these  his  works  so  wondrous  he  ordain'd. 

Hath  brought  me  from  the  choirs  of  Ghonbim 

Alone  thus  wand'ring.    Brightest  Seraph,  tell 

In  which  of  all  these  shining  orbs  hath  Man 

His  fixed  seat,  or  fixed  seat  hath  none. 

But  all  these  shining  orbs  his  choice  to  dwell ; 

That  I  may  find  him,  and  with  secret  gase 

Or  open  admiration  him  behold, 

On  whom  the  great  Creator  hath,  bestow'd 

Worlds,  and  on  whom  hath  all  these  graces  ponr'd ; 

That  both  in  him  and  all  things,  as  is  meet,         Cn 

The  Universal  Maker  we  may  praise. 

Who  justly  hath  driv'n  out  his  rebel  foes 

To  deepest  Hell ;  and  to  repair  that  loss 

Created  this  new  happy  race  of  Men 

To  serve  him  better:  wise  are  all  his  ways. 

So  spake  the  false  Dissembler  unperceived ; 
For  neither  Man  nor  Angel  can  discern 
Hypocrisy,  the  only  evil  that  walks 
Invisible,  except  to  God  alone. 
By  bis  permissive  will,  thro'  Heav'n  and  Earth: 
And  oft  though  Wisdom  wake.  Suspicion  sleeps 
At  Wisdom's  gate,  and  to  Simplicity 
Resigns  her  charge,  while  Goodness  thinks  no  ill 
Where  no  ill  seems :  which  now  for  once  beguiled 
Uriel,  though  regent  of  Ihe  Sun,  and  held 
The  sharpest  sighted  Spirit  of  all  in  Heav'n ; 
Who  to  the  fraudulent  impostor  foul 
In  his  uprightness  answer  thus  retum'd : 

Fair  Angel,  thy  desire,  which  tends  to  know 
The  works  of  God,  thereby  to  glorify 
The  great  Work-Master,  leads  to  no  excess 
That  reaches  blame,  but  rather  merits  praise 
The  more  it  seems  excess,  that  led  thee  hither 
From  thy  empyreal  mansion  thus  alone. 
To  witness  with  thine  eyes  what  some  perhaps 
Contented  with  i«port  hear  only'  in  Heav'n : 
For  wonderful  indeed  are  all  his  veorks. 
Pleasant  to  know,  and  worthiest  to  be  all 
Had  in  remembrance  always  with  delight: 


695 
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But  what  created  mind  can  comprehend  ftS 

Their  number,  or  the  wisdom  infinite 

That  brought  them  fortti,  but  hid  their  cauaes  ^ep  t 

I  saw  when  at  his  woni  the  formless  mass. 

This  world's  material  mould/came  to  a  heap: 

Confusion  heard  his  voice,  and  wild  Uproar         710 

Stood  ruled,  stood  -vast  Infinitude  confined ; 

Till  at  his  second  bidding  Darkness  fled* 

Idght  shone,  and  Order  from  Disorder  sprung : 

Swift  to  their  sev'ral  quarters  hasted  then 

The  cumbrous  elements.  Earth,  Flood,  Air,  Fire ;  715 

And  this  ethereal  quintessence  of  Ueay'n 

Flew  upward,  spirited  with  various  forms. 

That  roll'd  ozbicniar,  and  tum'd  to  stars 

Numberless,  as  thou  seest,  and  how  they  more : 

Each  had  his  place  appointed,  each  his  course ;    7S0 

The  rest  in  circuit  walls  thi»  xmirerse. 

Look  downward  on  that  globe,  whose  hither  side 

With  light  from  hence,  though  but  reflected,  shines ; 

That  place  is  Earth,  the  seat  of  Man ;  that  light 

His  day,  which  else,  as  th'  other  hemi^here,      7S5 

Night  would  invade ;  but  there  the  neighb'ring  mooa 

(So  call  that  opposite  fair  star)  her  aid 

Timely*  interposes,  and  her  monthly  round 

Still  ending,  still  renewing,  through  mid  Hear'n, 

With  borrow'd  light  her  countenance  triform       730 

Hence  fills  and  empties  to  enlighten  fh'  Eartii, 

And  in  her  x>ale  dominion  checks  the  night. 

That  spot  to  which  I  point  is  Paradise, 

Adam's  abode,  those  lofty  shades  his  bow^. 

Thy  way  thou  canst  not  miss,  me  mine  requires.  73S 

Thus  said,  he  tum'd ;  and  Satan  bowing  Iow» 
As  to  superior  Spirits  is  wont  in  Heaven, 
Where  honour  due  and  rev^nce  none  neglects. 
Took  leave,  and  toward  the  coast  of  earth  beneath, 
|k)wn  from  th'  ecliptic,  sped  with  hoped  succeas,  74t 
Throws  his  steep  flight  in  many  an  aery  wheel* 
Nor  stay'd,  till  on  Niphatea'  top  he  lights. 


730.  Trybmtf  no  called  from  her  ixtcreaae  and  decrewe  I 
Mt  ud  west,  sod  her  fulncM. 
749.  Niphata,  a  mouMain  on  the  boiden  of  Amealit  MM 
which  PandiM  u  rappoted  to  have  been  litoaled. 
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Am,  lai  TdA  Dm  plio  wlmn  jt 
feflllH  Oad  tod  HiB,  iUlB  hits  DUH  anufctt  vilk  UhmV.  tH 
■■Hniiilah  Ikir,  HTit  and  ieniilri  but  u  LeDtdi  flonlrai 
KMliW,  jnn^  M  to  lS3ta^irtB«  ovinia  pnvM 
■Id  dTMtoa  toaMcriM,  vnrltnHSbnia*,  «•  la  iC^; 

a«iDi4  vtAf,  flMcrpBAlncf  Datk;  ud  iMw»  hmad*  la 

bad  la  ohunAe  ^aa  ol  hndlftt,  &aA  wide  d*U  S^  Ml  ba# 
of  H  food  AB^3«m  Bb  Pandlir, .[;-.    ■  ,.    i  ;  h  In-  n.n..  n 


O  rOB  thM  warnlDg  Toic«,  which  he  who  saw 


Thtn  b  irmt  prH%i>r»#n  In  (hs  oivn^nr  of  Ihe  prHcat 
Ic.    TM  paod  (ut^  or  Am  ceUDDn  »n>-h  St.  Johs  tunc  if 


BOOK   IV.  8§ 

Par  off  and  fearlesa,  nor  with  cause  to  boast. 

Begins  his  dire  attempt,  \«rhich  nigh  the  birth        If 

Now  rolling,  boils  iu  his  tuniultaous  breast^ 

And,  like  a  dey'Ush  engine,  back,  recoils 

Upon  himself:  horror  and  doubt  distract 

His  troubled  thoughts,  and  from  the  bottom  stir 

The  Hell  within  him ;  for  within  him  Hell  SO 

He  brings,  and  round  about  him ;  nor  from  Hell 

One  step  no  more  than  from  himself  can  fly 

By  change  of  place :  now  Conscience  wakes  Dei^air 

That  slumber'd,  wakes  the  bitter  memory 

Of  what  he  was,  what  is,  and  what  must  be  iS 

Worse ;  of  worse  deeds  worse  suflTrings  must  ensue. 

Sometimes  tow'rds  Eden,  which  now  in  his  view 

Lay  pleasant,  his  grieyed  look  he  fixes  sad ; 

Sometimes  tow'rds  Heay'n  and  the  fulI-blazing  Suu, 

Which  now  sat  high  in  his  meridian  tow'r :  30 

Then  much  reyulving,  thus  in  sighs  began : 

O  thou  that  with  surpassing  glory  crown'd, 
Look'st  from  thy  sole  dominion  like  the.  God 
Of  this  new  world ;  at  whose  sight  all  the  stars 
Hide  their  diminish'd  heads ;  to  thee  I  call,  35 

But  with  no  friendly  voice,  and  add  thy  name, 

0  Sun,  to  tell  thee  how  I  hate  thy  beams. 
That  bring  to  my  remembrance  from  what  state 

1  fell,  how  glorious  once  above  thy  sphere ; 

T|ll  pride  and  worse  ambition  threw  me  down        48 
Warring  in  Heav'n  against  Heav'n's  matchless  King : 
Ah  wherefore !  he  deserved  no  such  return 
From  me,  whom  he  created  what  I  was 
In  that  bright  eminence,  and  with  his  good 
Upbraided  none ;  nor  was  his  service  hard.  49 

What  could  be  less  than  to  afford  him  praise. 
The  easiest  recompense,  and  pay  him  thanks. 
How  due  I  yet  all  his  good  proved  ill  in  me. 
And  wrought  but  malice ;  lifted  up  so  high, 
I  sdeign'd  subjection,  and  thought  one  step  higher 
Would  set  me  highest,  and  in  a  moment  quit  81 

The  debt  immense  of  endless  gratitude, 

34.  Memory  Is  here  utod  in  the  seasc  of  reflection  or  contldet 
ntion. 

sa.  Milton  first  thought  of  writing  a  traecdy  on  the  Losr  of  Pa. 
ndise,  and  the  first  ten  lines  of  this  speech  formed  iU  opening. 
SO.  Sdngn*df  for  duiaitCdt  from  the  Italian,  sdegnan. 
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So  biwdeniome  still  paying,  still  to  oire, 

Forgetftil  what  frcm  Him  I  still  received. 

And  understood  not  that  a  grateful  mind  U 

By  owing  owes  not,  but  still  pays,  at  once 

Indebted  and  discharged :  what  burden  then  f 

O  had  his  pow'rful  destiny  ordain'd 

Me  some  inferior  Angel,  I  had  stood 

Then  happy ;  no  unbounded  hope  had  raised  60 

Ambition.    Yet,  why  not  ?  some  other  Pow'r, 

As  great  might  have  aspired,  and  me,  though  mean. 

Drawn  to  his  part ;  but  other  Pow'rs  as  great 

Fell  not,  but  stand  unshaken,  from  within 

Or  fhmi  without,  to  all  temptatiou  arm'd.  69 

Hadst  thou  the  same  free  will  and  pow'r  to  stand  f 

Thou  hadst.  Whom  hast  thou  then  or  what  t*  accuse. 

But  Heav'n's  free  love  dealt  equally  to  all  t 

Be  then  his  love  accursed,  since  love  or  hate, 

To  me  alike,  it  deals  eternal  woe.  fO 

Nay,  cursed  be  thou ;  since  against  bis  thy  wiD 

Chose  freely  what  it  now  so  justly  rues. 

Me  miserable  I  which  way  shall  I  fly 

Infinite  wrath,  and  infinite  despair? 

Which  way  I  fly  is  Hell ;  myself  am  Hell ;  75 

And  in  the  lowest  deep  a  lower  deep 

Still  threat'ning  to  devour  me  opens  wide, 

To  which  the  Hell  I  suffer  seems  a  Heav'u 

O  then  at  last  relent.    Is  there  no  place 

Left  for  repentance,  none  for  pardon  left  ?  M 

None  left  but  by  submission ;  and  that  word 

Disdain  forbids  me,  and  my  dread  of  shame 

Among  the  Spirits  beneath,  whom  I  seduced 

With  other  promises  and  other  vaunts 

Than  to  submit,  boasting  I  could  subdue  tO 

Th'  Omnipotent.    Ay  me,  they  little  know 

How  dearly  I  abide  that  boast  so  vain. 

Under  what  torments  inwardly  I  groan, 

While  they  adore  me  on  the  throne  of  Hell  I 

With  diadem  and  sceptre  high  advanced,  W 

The  lower  still  I  fall,  only  supreme 

In  misery  1  such  joy  ambition  finds. 

But  say  I  could  repent,  and  could  obtain 

S5.  Vndtrttood  not,  to  be  connected  with  the  preceding  veri>»* 
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By  act  of  grace  my  former  ttatetliow  eoon  9t 

Would  highth  recall  high  thoughts,  how  aoon  unaay 

What  feig^'d  submisaion  swore  1  ease  would  reonrt 

Vows  made  in  pain,  as  violent  and  void ; 

For  never  can  true  reconcilement  g^^w 

Where  wounds  of  deadly  hate  have  pierced  so  Jeept 

Which  would  but  lead  me  to  a  worse  relf^se*       IM 

And  heavier  fall :  so  should  I  purchase  dear 

Short  intermission  bought  with  double  smart. 

This  knows  my  Pnnisher :  therefore,  as  far 

Prom  gnranting  he,  as  I  from  begging  peace. 

All  hope  excluded  thus,  behold,  instead  Itft 

Of  us  outcast,  exiled,  his  new  delight. 

Mankind  created,  and  for  him  this  world. 

So  farewell  hope,  and  with  hope  farewell  £ear. 

Farewell  remorse  :  all  good  to  me  is  lost : 

Evil  be  thou  my  good ;  by  thee  at  least  110 

Divided  empire  with  Heav'n's  King  I  hold. 

By  thee,  and  more  than  half  perhaps  will  reign ; 

As  Man  ere  long,  and  this  new  world  shall  know. 

Thus  while  he  spake,  each  passion  dimm'd  his  face ; 
Thrice  changed  with  pale, ire,  envy,  and  despair;  115 
Which  marr'd  his  borrow'd  visage,  and  betray'd 
Him  coiuiterfeit,  if  any  eye  beheld. 
For  heav'nly  minds  from  such  distempers  foul 
Are  ever  clear.    Whereof  he  soon  aware. 
Each  perturbation  smooth'd  with  outward  calm*    199 
Artificer  of  fraud ;  and  was  the  first 
That  practised  falsehood  under  saintly  show. 
Deep  malice  to  conceal,  couch'd  with  revenge : 
Yet  not  enough  had  practised  to  deceive 
Uriel  once  wam'd ;  whose  eye  pursued  him  down  130 
The  way  he  went,  and  on  th'  Assyrian  mount 
Saw  him  disfigured  more  than  could  befall 
Spirit  of  happy  sort ;  his  gestures  fierce 
He  mark'd  and  mad  demeanour,  then  alone. 
As  he  supposed,  all  unobserved,  imseen.  180 

So  on  he  fares,  and  to  the  border  comes 
Of  Eden,  where  delicious  Paradise, 
Now  nearer,  crowns  with  her  inclosure  green* 
As  with  a  rural  mound,  the  champaign  head 
Of  a  steep  wilderness,  whose  hairy  sides  Ul 

With  thicket  oTergrowu,  grotesque  and  wild* 
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Access  deny'd ;  and  ovei  head  up  grew. 

Insuperable  height  of  loftiest  shade. 

Cedar,  and  pine,  and  fir,  and  branching  palm ; 

A  sylyan  scene ;  and  as  the  ranks  ascend 

Shade  above  shade,  a  woody  theatre 

Of  stateliest  view.    Yet  higher  than  their  tops 

The  yerdurous  wall  of  Paradise  up  sprung ; 

Which  to  our  gen'ral  sire  gaye  prospect  large 

Into  his  nether  empire  ueighb'ring  round :  14S 

And  higher  than  that  wall  a  circling  row 

Of  goodliest  trees  loaden  with  fairest  fruit. 

Blossoms  and  fruits  at  once  of  golden  hue, 

Appear'd  with  gay  enamel 'd  colours  mix'd : 

On  which  the  Sun  more  glad  impress'd  his  beams 

Than  in  fair  ev'ning  cloud,  or  humid  bow,  ISl 

\Yh<n  God  hath  show'r'd  the  earth  :  so  lovely  seem'd 

That  landskip :  and  of  pure  now  purer  air 

Meets  his  approach,  and  to  the  heart  inspires 

Vernal  duHght  and  joy,  able  to  drive  ISf 

All  sadness  but  despair:  now  gentle  gales. 

Panning  their  odorif'rous  wings,  dispense 

Native  perfumes,  and  whisper  whence  they  btole 

Tliose  balmy  spoils.     As  when  to  them  who  sail 

Beyond  the  Cape  of  Hope,  and  now  are  past         100 

Mozambique,  off  at  sea  north-east  winds  blow 

Sabeau  odours  from  the  spicy  shore 

Of  Araby  the  Blest ;  with  such  delay  [league 

Well  pleased  they  slack  their  course,  and  many  a 

Cbeer'd  with  the  grateful  smell  old  Ocean  smiles  : 

So  entertain'd  those  odorous  sweets  the  Fiend       106 

Whocame  theirbane,  though  with  them  bctterpleascd 

Than  AsmodSus  with  the  lishy  fume 

That  drove  him,  though  enamour'd,  from  the  spouve 

151.  The  deocription  whirh  Milton  has  ij^iven  of  ParadiKe  la 
liinilar  to  tliose  oi  Homer,  Spenser,  and  Tasso,  in  their  acconntt 
of  the  gardens  in  which  the  Hcene  of  their  poems  sonieiinic8  litg. 
To  these  may  be  added  Ariosto's  and  Marino's,  it  beia?  ffenerally 
allowed,  thLl  thoug;h  Milton's  is  superior  to  any  other,  that  the 
Italian  ome  nearest  in  beauty  and  Li-rfet'tion. 

158.  An  imitation  is  here  observed  of  Shakspearcin  the  Twtlflh 
Night,  or  of  Ariosto,  Or  Ian.  Fnr,  6.  34.  st.  51. 

163.  Motamhi<iue  is  an  island  on  the  easttm  coast  of  Africa* 
As  the  north-east  wind  blowK  contrary  to  those  who  have  doubled 
tiie  Cape,  they  are  nence  obligred  to  slack  th<;ir  course.— SaAean 
from  Saba,  a  city  and  province  of  Arabia  Felir 

16^  See  Tout  viU. 
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Of  Tobilfs  son,  aod  with  a  Yengeance  sent  179 

nrom  Media  post  to  Egypt,  there  fant  bound. 
Now  to  tk'  asceat  of  that  steep  savage  hill 
Satan  had  joumey'd  on,  pensive  and  slow ; 
But  further  way  found  none,  so  thick  intwined. 
As  one  continued  brake,  the  undei^n'vwth  17d 

Of  shrubs  and  tangling  bushes  had  perplex'd 
All  path  of  man  or  beast  that  pass'd  that  way : 
One  gate  there  only  was,  and  that  look'd  east 
On  th'  other  side  ;  which  when  th'  arch-felon  saw. 
Due  entrance  he  disdain'd,  and  in  contempt,         180 
At  one  slight  bound  high  oyerleap'd  all  bound 
Of  hill  or  highest  wall,  and  sheer  within 
Lights  on  his  feet.    As  when  a  prowling  wolf. 
Whom  hunger  drives  to  seek  new  haunt  for  prey. 
Watching  where  shepherds  pen  their  flocks  at  ere 
In  hurdled  cots  amid  the  field  secure,  180 

Leaps  o'er  the  fence  with  ease  into  the  fold : 
Or  as  a  thief  bent  to  unhoard  the  cash 
Of  some  rich  burgher,  whode  substantial  doors, 
Cross-barr'd  and  bolted  fast,  fear  no  assault,  190 

In  at  the  window  climbs,  or  o'er  the  tiles : 
8o  clomb  this  first  grand  thief  into  God's  fold ; 
So  since  into  his  church  lewd  hirelings  climb. 
Thence  up  he  flew,  and  on  the  tree  of  life, 
The  middle  tree  uud  highest  there  that  grew,       195 
Sat  like  a  cormorant ;  yet  not  true  life 
Thereby  regain'd,  but  sat  devising  death 
To  them  who  lived ;  nor  on  the  virtue  thought 
Of  that  life^ving  plant,  but  only  used 
Fox  prospect,  what  well  used  bad  been  the  pledg« 
Of  immortality.    So  little  knows  Ml 

Any,  but  God  alone,  to  value  right 
The  good  before  him,  but  perverts  best  things 
To  worst  abuse,  or  to  their  meanest  use. 
Beneath  him,  with  new  wonder,  now  he  views    MS 
To  all  delight  of  human  sense  exposed 
In  narrow  room  Nature's  whole  wealth,  yea  more* 
A  Heav'n  on  Earth  :  for  blissful  Paradise 

IC3.  A  w«ir  fa  a  freqnent  fiubiect  of  compariMD  in  the  potts 
•at  for  tlic  whole  of  ihw,  see  John  x.  1. 

193.  Lewd,  impious  or  wicked. 

19A.  G(>M.  ii.  9.    In  the  mUhtf  tigaiHei  the  excelleacj  M  wel' 
m  tl>c  »tiita»i4o  ef  the  tree. 


Ot  PABADISB  LOST. 

Of  God  tb»  garden  was,  by  him  iv  ch'  eairt 

Of  Eden  planted;  Eden  stretch'd  oer  line  9lt 

From  Aoran  eastward  to  the  royal  tow'rs 

Of  g^eat  Selencia,  built  by  Grecian  kings. 

Or  where  the  sons  of  Eden  long  before 

Dwelt  in  Telassar.    In  this  pleasant  soil 

His  far  more  pleasant  garden  God  ordain'd ;  SM 

Out  of  the  fertile  ground  he  caused  to  grow 

All  trees  of  noblest  kind  for  sight*  smell,  taste ; 

And  all  amid  them  stood  the  tree  of  life. 

High  eminent,  blooming  ambrosial  fruit 

Of  vegetable  gold  ;  and  next  to  life,  SM 

Our  death,  the  tree  of  knowledge,  grew  fast  by. 

Knowledge  of  good  bought  dear  by  knowing  iU. 

Southward  through  £d6n  went  a  river  large, 

Nor  changed  his  course,  but  thro'  the  shaggy  hill 

Pass'd  underneath  ingulf  d ;  for  God  had  thrown  835 

That  mountain  as  his  garden  mould  high  raised 

Upon  the  rapid  current,  which  thro'  veins 

Of  porous  earth  with  kindly  thirst  up  drawn. 

Rose  a  fresh  fountain,  and  with  many  a  rill 

Water'd  the  garden  :  thence  united  fell  290 

Down  the  steep  glade,  and  met  the  nether  flood, 

Which  from  his  darksome  passage  now  appears. 

And  now  divided  into  four  main  streams. 

Runs  diverse,  wand'ring  many  a  famous  realm 

And  country,  whereof  here  needs  no  account ;      9tS 

But  rather  to  tell  how,  if  Art  could  tell. 

How  from  that  sapphire  fount  the  crisped  brookji. 

Rolling  on  orient  pearl  and  sands  of  gold. 

With  mazy  error  imder  pendent  shades 

Ran  nectar,  visiting  each  plant,  and  fed  MO 

Flow'rs,  worthy'  of  Paradise,  which  not  nice  Art 

In  beds  and  curious  knots,  but  Nature  boon 

Pour'd  forth  profuse  on  hill,  and  dale,  and  plain. 

Both  where  the  morning  Sun  fii-st  warmly  smote 

The  open  field,  and  where  the  unpierced  shade    Mi 


)09.  tien.  il.  t.  SeleHHm,%citj  on  the  river  Tigris,  botlt  b;  one 
of  Alexander**  Buccenors. — Tetatsar  vna  a  country  on  the  borden 
of  Ai»yrla.--See  laa.  xxxvii.  13. 

233.  Ovn.  W.  10. 

sss.  S3  fV<cttfiua,  Ilermus,  kc  are  mM  to  have  rolled  over  fsll 
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Imbrown'd  the  noontide  boVra.  Thus  was  thia  plaoe 
A  happy  rural  seat  of  various  view  ; 
Groyes  whose  rich  trees  wept  od'rous  g^ums  and  baXnii 
Others  whose  fruit  bumish'd  with  golden  rind 
Hung  amiable,  Hesperian  fables  true,  SM 

If  true,  here  only',  and  of  delicious  taste : 
Betwixt  them  lawns,  or  level  downs,  and  flocks 
Grazing  the  tender  herb,  were  interposed. 
Or  palmy  hillock ;  or  the  flow'ry  lap 
Of  some  irriguous  valley  spread  her  store,  960 

Flow'rs  of  all  hue,  and  without  thorn  the  rose : 
Another  side,  umbrageous  grots  and  cares 
Of  cool  recess,  o'er  which  the  mantling  vine 
Lays  forth  her  purple  grape,  and  gently  creeps 
Luxuriant :  mean  while  murm'ring  waters  fall    SM 
Down  the  slope  hills,  dispersed,  or  in  a  lalce. 
That  to  the  fringed  bank  with  myrtle  crown'd 
Her  crystal  mirror  holds,  unite  their  streams. 
The  birds  their  choir  apply ;  airs,  vernal  airs. 
Breathing  the  smell  of  field  and  grove,  attune      905 
The  trembling  leaves,  while  imiversal  Pan, 
Knit  with  the  Graces  and  the  Hours  in  dance. 
Led  on  th'  eternal  spring.    Not  that  fair  field 
Of  Enna,  where  Proserpine  gath'ring  flow'rs. 
Herself  a  fairer  flow'r  by  gloomy  Dis  278 

Was  g^ather'd,  which  cost  Ceres  all  that  pain 
To  seek  her  through  the  world ,  nor  that  sweet  grove 
Of  Daphne  by  Orontes,  and  th'  inspired 
Castalian  spring,  might  with  this  Paradise 
Of  Eden  strive  ;  nor  that  Nyseian  isle  275 

Girt  with  the  river  Triton,  where  old  Cham, 
Whom  Gentiles  Ammon  call  and  Lybian  Joye, 
Hid  Amalthea  and  her  florid  son 
Young  Bacchus  from  his  step-dame  Rhea's  eye ; 
Nor  where  Abassin  kings  their  issue  guard,         S80 
Mount  Amara,  though  this  by  some  supposed 

346.  Imbroton'df  from  the  Italian. 

356.  Bentley  objects  to  this  passage  as  puerile,  but  in  bis  usual 
spirit  of  bjrpercritlcisiD. 

366.  Pan  was  a  symbol  of  nature  amonp  the  ancients.  The 
fraces  of  mythological  allusion  were  never  more  beautlfuUy  em- 
ployed than  in  the  whole  of  this  pa«flu%. 

381.  Mount  Amara  was  where  the  Abyssinian  Idngs  kept  their 
cMMmb  guarded.  It  was  inclosed  with  alabaster  rock%  wbldi  if 
IsolL  a  day  lo  tacend. 
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Tme  Paradise  under  the  Ethiop  line 

By  Nilus'  head,  incloiied  with  shining  rock, 

A  whole  day's  journey  high,  but  wide  remote 

From  this  Assyrian  garden,  where  the  Fiend        189 

Saw  undelighted  all  delight,  all  kind 

Of  living  creatures,  new  to  si^ht,  and  strange. 

Two  of  far  nobler  shape  erect  and  tall, 

Godlike  erect,  with  native  honour  clad 

In  naked  majesty  seem'd  lords  of  all,  SM 

And  worthy  seem'd ;  for  in  their  looks  divine 

The  image  of  their  glorious  Maker  shone* 

Truth,  wisdom,  sanctitude  severe  and  pure* 

(Severe  but  in  true  filial  freedom  placed). 

Whence  true  authority  in  men  ;  though  both        909 

Not  equal,  as  their  sex  not  equal  seem'd : 

For  contemplation  he  and  valour  form'd ; 

For  softness  she  and  sweet  attractive  grace ; 

He  for  God  only,  she  for  God  in  him : 

His  fair  large  front  and  eye  sublime,  declared      800 

Absolute  rule  ;  and  hyacinthine  locks 

Round  from  his  parted  forelock  manly  hung 

Clust'ring,  but  not  beneath  his  shoulders  broad : 

She,  as  a  veil  down  to  the  slender  waist. 

Her  unadorned  golden  tresses  wore  305 

Dishevell'd,  but  in  wanton  ringlets  waved 

As  the  vine  curls  her  tendrils  ;  which  imply'd 

Subjection,  but  required  with  gentle  sway. 

And  by  her  yielded,  by  him  best  received ; 

Yielded  with  coy  submission,  modest  pride,  810 

And  sweet  reluctant  amorous  delay. 

Nor  those  mysterious  parts  were  then  conceai'd, 

Then  was  not  gtiilty  shame,  dishonest  shame 

Of  Nature's  works,  honour  dishonourable. 

Sin-bred,  how  have  ye  troubled  all  mankind         819 

With  shows  instead,  mere  shows  of  seeming  purCf 

And  banish'd  from  man's  life  his  happiest  life. 

Simplicity  and  spotless  innocence  I 

So  pass'd  they  naked  on,  nor  shunn'd  the  sight 

Of  God  or  Angel,  for  they  thought  no  ill.  890 

So  hand  in  hand  they  pass'd,  the  loveliest  pair 

That  ever  since  in  love's  embraces  met ; 

390.  Dr.  Bentley  ha*  propoMd  with  proprietyi  the  ntdmg  9H 
and  instead  of  in  la  tbfai  Unu. 
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Adam  fhe  good!  est  man  of  men  since  bom 
Hii*  sous  t  the  fairest  of  hor  daughters  Eve 
Under  a  tufc  of  shade  that  on  a  green  839 

Steed  whisp'ring  soft,  by  a  fresh  fountain  side 
Th<iy  sat  them  down  ;  and  after  no  more  toil 
Of  their  sweet  gardening*  labour  than  sufficed 
To  recommend  cool  Zephyr,  and  made  ease 
More  easy,  wholesome  tliirst  and  appetite  33t 

More  grateful,  to  their  supper-fruits  they  fell. 
Nectarine  fruits  which  the  compliant  boughs 
Yielded  them,  side-long  as  they  sat  recline 
On  the  soft  downy  bank  damask'd  with  flow'rs. 
The  savoury  pulp  they  chew,  and  in  the  rind       33A 
Still  as  they  thirsted  scoop  the  brimming  stream ; 
Nor  grentle  purpose,  nor  endearing  smiles 
Wanted,  nor  youthful  dalliance  as  beseems 
Fair  couple  link'd  in  happy  nuptial  league. 
Alone  as  they.    About  them  frisking  play'd  S40 

All  beasts  of  th'  earth,  since  wild,  and  of  all  chase 
In  wood  or  wilderness,  forest  or  den  : 
Sporting  the  lion  ramp'd,  and  in  his  paw 
Dandled  the  kid  ;  bears,  tigers,  ounces,  pards, 
Gambol'd  before  them  :  th'  unwieldly  elephant,  3-t5 
To  make  them  mirth, used  all  his  might,  and  wreath 'd 
His  lithe  proboscis  ;  close  the  serpent  sly 
Insinuating,  wove  with  Gordian  twine 
His  braided  train,  and  of  his  fatal  guUe 
Gave  proof  unheeded ;  others  on  the  grass  35f 

Couch'd,  and  now  fill'd  with  pasture,  gazing  sat. 
Or  bedward  ruminating  ;  for  the  Sun, 
Declined,  was  hasting  now  with  prone  caieer 
To  th'  ocean  isles,  and  in  th*  ascending  scale 
Of  Heav'n  the  stars  that  usher  ev'ning  rose :        3SA 
When  Satan  still  in  ga/.e,  as  first  he  stood. 
Scarce  thus  at  length  fail'd  speech  recover'd  sad  : 
O  Hell  I  what  do  mine  eyes  with  grief  behold  I 
Into  our  room  of  bliss  thus  high  advanced 
Creatures  of  other  mould,  earth-bom  perhaps,       301 
Not  Spirits,  yet  to  heav'nly  Spirits  bright 
Little  inferior ;  whom  my  thoughts  pursue 
With  wonder,  and  could  love,  so  lively  shines 
In  them  divine  resemblance,  and  such  grace 

KS.  Pt.TUl.5.  Ilc^tl.7« 
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The  Hand  that  form'd  them  on  their  shape  l^ath 

pour'd. 

Ah,  gentle  pair,  ye  little  think  how  nigh 
Your  change  approaches,  when  all  these  deligfaS 
Will  vaniah  and  deliver  ye  to  woe, 
More  woe,  the  more  your  taste  is  now  of  joy  I 
Happy,  but  for  so  happy  ill  secured  370 

Long  to  continue,  and  this  high  seat  your  Heav'n 
111  fenced  fur  Heav'n  to  keep  out  such  a  foe 
As  now  is  enter 'd  ;  yet  no  purposed  foe 
To  you,  whom  1  could  pity  thus  forlorn 
Though  1  unpitied  :  League  with  you  I  seek,        375 
And  mutual  amity  so  strait,  so  close. 
That  I  with  you  must  dwell,  or  you  with  me 
Henceforth.    My  dwelling  haply  may  not  please. 
Like  this  fair  Paradise,  your  sense  ;  yet  such 
Accept  your  Maker's  work  ;  he  gave  it  me,  380 

Which  1  as  freely  give  :  Hell  shall  unfold. 
To  entertain  you  two,  her  widest  gates. 
And  send  forth  all  her  kings  ;  there  will  be  room. 
Not  like  these  narrow  limits,  to  receive 
Your  num'ruus  offspring  ;  if  no  better  place,         384 
Thank  bim  who  puts  me  loath  to  this  revenge  . 
On  you  who  wrong  me  not,  for  him  who  wrong'd. 
And  should  I  at  your  harmless  innocence 
Melt,  as  1  do,  yet  public  reason  just. 
Honour  and  empire  with  revenge  eiilargeo,  39f 

By  conqu'ring  this  new  world,  compels  me  now 
To  do  what  else,  though  damn'd,  1  t»hould  abhor 

So  spake  the  Fiend,  and  with  ncceiiriity. 
The  tyrant's  plea,  excused  his  dev'lish  act  da. 
Then  from  his  lofty  stand  on  that  high  tree  SB9 

Down  he  alights  among  the  sportful  herd 
Of  those  four-footed  kinds,  himself  now  one, 
Now  other,  as  their  shape  served  best  his  end 
Nearer  to  view  his  prey,  and  unespy'd 
To  mark  what  of  their  state  he  more  might  learn  40t 
By  word  or  action  mark'd  ;  about  them  round 
A  lion  now  he  stalks  with  fiery  glare  ; 
Then  as  a  tiger,  who  by  chance  hath  spy'd 
In  some  purlieu  two  gentle  fawns  at  play, 
Straight  couches  close,  then  rising  changes  oft     401 
His  couchant  watch,  as  one  who  chose  I  is  ground 
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W1MIIO0  roduBg  1m  might  surest  seise  lliem  both 
CMped  an  each  |)aw :  when  Adam,  first  of  men 
To  first  of  women  Eve»  thus  moving  speech* 
Tnm'd  him  all  ear  to  hear  new  utt'rance  flow :    4I# 

Sole  partner*  and  sole  part,  of  all  these  joys» 
Dearer  thyself  than  all ;  needs  most  the  Pow'r 
That  made  as,  and  for  us  this  ample  world. 
Be  infinitely  good,  and  of  his  good 
As  liberal  and  free  as  infinite ;  4U 

That  raised  us  frum  the  dust,  and  placed  us  here 
In  all  this  happiness,  who  at  his  hand 
Have  nothing  merited,  nor  can  perform 
Aught  whereof  he  hath  need ;  he  who  requires 
From  us  no  other  service  than  to  keep  tit 

This  <me,  this  easy  charge,  of  all  the  trees 
In  Paradise  that  bear  delicious  fruit 
So  various,  not  to  taste  that  only  tree 
Of  knowledge,  planted  by  the  tree  of  life ; 
So  near  grows  death  to  life,  whate'er  death  is,     4SS 
Some  dreadful  thing  no  doubt;  for  well  thou  knoVst 
God  hath  pronounced  it  death  to  taste  that  tree, 
Hie  only  sign  of  our  obedience  left 
Among  so  many  signs  of  pow'r  and  rule 
Conferr'd  upon  us,  and  dominion  giy'n  4M 

Orer  all  other  creatures  that  possess 
Earth,  air,  and  sea.    Then  let  us  not  think  hard 
One  easy  prohibition,  who  enjoy 
Free  leave  so  large  to  all  thuigs  else,  and  choice 
Unlimited  of  manifold  delights :  435 

But  let  us  ever  praise  him,  and  extol 
His  bounty,  following  our  delightful  task 
To  prune  these  growing  plants,  and  tend  these  flowers ; 
Which,  were  it  toilsome,  yet  with  thee  were  sweet. 

To  whom  thus  Eye  reply'd :  O  thou  for  whom  449 
And  from  whom  I  was  form'd  flesh  of  thy  flesh. 
And  without  whom  am  to  no  end,  my  guide 
And  head,  what  thou  hast  said  is  just  and  right. 
For  we  to  him  indeed  all  praises  owe, 
And  daily  thanks;  I  chiefly  who  enjoy 
So  far  the  happier  lot,  enjoying  thee 
Pre«eminent  by  so  much  odds,  while  thou 
Like  consort  to  thyself  canst  no  where  find. 

4S1.  Gen.  lU  18.  alio  Gen.  I.  M. 
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That  day  I  oft  remember,  -when  from  ■leep 

I  first  awaked,  and  found  myself  reposed 

Under  a  shade  on  flow'rs,  much  -wond'Ting  where 

And  what  I  was,  whence  thither  brought,  and  bow. 

Not  distant  far  from  thence  u  murm'ring  sound 

Of  waters  issued  from  a  cave,  and  spread 

Into  a  liquid  plain,  then  stood  unmored  405 

Pure  as  th'  expanse  of  Heav'n.    I  thither  went 

With  unexperienced  thought,  and  laid  me  down 

On  the  green  bank,  to  look  into  the  clear 

Smooth  lake,  that  to  me  seem'd  another  sky. 

As  I  bent  down  to  look,  just  opposite  400 

A  shape  within  the  wat'ry  gleam  appeared, 

Bending  to  look  on  me.    I  started  back; 

It  started  bock ;  but  pleased  1  sotm  retunk'd; 

Pleased  it  return 'd  as  soon  with  answ'ring  looks 

Of  sympathy  and  love  :  there  I  had  fix'd  465 

Mine  eyes  till  now,  and  pined  with  vain  desire, 

Had  not  a  voice  thus  waru'd  n>e.    What  thou  seest, 

What  there  thou  seest,  fair  Creature,  is  thyself; 

With  thee  it  came  and  goes :  but  follow  me. 

And  1  will  bring  thee  where  no  shadow  stays       478 

Thy  coming,  aiid  thy  soft  embraces,  he 

Whose  ima<rc  thou  art ;  him  tliou  shalt  enjoy 

Inseparably  thine  ;  to  hini  shalt  bear 

Multitivdus  like  thyHclf,  and  thence  be  call'd 

Mother  of  Human  Race.    What  could  i  do  475 

But  follow  straiji-lit,  invisibly  thus  led  ? 

Till  I  espy'd  thee,  fair  indeed  and  tall. 

Under  a  platan  ;  yet  methougbt  less  fair, 

Less  winning  soft,  less  amiably  mild, 

Than  that  smooth  wat'ry  image.    Back  I  tum'd :  4M 

Thou  following  cry'dst  aloud,  Return,  fair  Eve; 

Whom  fly'st  thou  1  whom  thou  fly'st,  of  him  thou  art; 

His  flesh,  his  bone :  to  give  thee  being  I  lent 

Out  of  my  side  to  thee,  nearest  my  heart 

Substantial  life,  to  have  thee  by  my  side  488 

Henceforth  an  individual  solace  dear; 

Part  of  my  soul  I  seek  thee,  and  thee  clahn 

My  other  half:  with  that  thy  gentle  hand 

151  •  Milton's  first  edition  read  thus;   tlie  second,  Undtr  m  tkmit 

^Jtout*n,  but  they  reposed  not  under,  but  on  tlower» 

489.  Oen  iL  33. 
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Seiaed  mine ;  I  yielded,  and  from  that  time  im 
Kow  beauty  ia  excell'd  by  manly  ^race  480 

And  wisdom,  which  alone  is  truly  fair. 

So  spake  our  gen'ral  mother,  and  with  eyes 
Of  oonjng^al  attraction  unreproved. 
And  meek  surrender,  half  embracing  lean'd 
On  our  first  father ;  half  her  swelling  breast 
Naked  met  his  under  the  flowing  gold 
Of  her  loose  tresses  hid :  he  in  delight. 
Both  of  her  beauty  and  submissive  charmsy 
Smiled  with  superior  love,  as  Jupiter 
On  Juno  smiles  when  he  impregns  the  clouds 
That  shed  May  flow'rs ;  and  press'd  her  matron  lip 
With  kisses  pure.    Aside  the  Devil  tum'd 
For  enyy,  yet  with  jealous  leer  maligrn 
Eyed  tl&em  askance,  and  to  himself  thus  'plun'd : 

Sight  hateful!  sight  tormenting!  thus  these  two, 
Imparadised  in  one  another's  arms,  600 

The  happier  Eden,  shall  enjoy  their  fill 
Of  bliss  on  bliss ;  while  I  to  Hell  am  thrust. 
Where  neither  joy  nor  love,  but  fierce  desire, 
Among  our  other  torments  not  the  least,  frlO 

Still  unfulfilled  with  pain  of  longing,  pines. 
Yet  let  me  not  forget  what  I  have  gain'd 
From  their  own  mouths:  all  is  not  theirs,  it  seeme; 
One  fatal  tree  there  stands,  of  Knowledge  call'd. 
Forbidden  them  to  taste :  Knowledge  forbidden  1  510 
Suspicious,  reasonless.    Why  should  their  Lord 
Envy  them  that  1  Can  it  be  sin  to  know  ? 
Can  it  be  death?  And  do  they  only  stand 
By  ignorance?  Is  that  their  happy  state. 
The  proof  o5  their  obedience  and  iheir  faith  f         MO 
O  fair  foundation  laid  whereon  to  build 
Their  ruin  I  Hence  I  will  excite  their  minds 
With  more  desire  to  know,  and  to  reject 
Envious  commands,  invented  with  design 
To  keep  them  low  whom  knowledge  might  exalt  ffSS 
Equal  with  Cods :  aspiring  to  be  such, 
They  taste  and  die.    What  likelier  can  ensue? 
But  first  -with  narrow  search  I  must  walk  round 

409.  Japiter  is  here  fl^rative  of  the  Heaven,  and  Jano  of  ttr  •i/ 

Mj«  Imutaraditea     this  word  had  been  used  before^  Vj 

Sir  PkUlp  Sidney  in  the  Arcadia. 
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This  garden ,  and  no  comer  leave  unspy'd  : 

A  chance  but  chance  may  lead  where  I  may  meet  931 

Some  wand'ring  Spirit  of  Heav'n  by  fountain  side. 

Or  in  thick  shade  retired,  from  him  to  draw 

What  further  woul  i  be  learn 'd.    Live  while  ye  may. 

Yet  happy  pair;  enjoy,  till  I  return. 

Short  pleasures,  for  long  woes  are  to  succeed.       83ff 

So  saying,  his  proud  step  he  scornful  turn'd* 
But  with  sly  circumspection,  and  beg^n 
Thro'  wood,  thro'  waste,  o'er  hill,  o'er  dale,  his  roam. 
Meanwhile  in  utmost  longitude,  where  Heav'n 
With  earth  and  ocean  meets,  the  setting  Sun        54* 
Slowly  descended,  and  with  right  asp^t 
Against  the  eastern  gate  of  Paradise 
Level] 'd  his  ev'ning  rays:  it  was  a  rock. 
Of  alabaster,  piled  up  to  the  clouds. 
Conspicuous  far,  winding  with  one  ascent  54A 

Accessible  from  earth,  one  entrance  high; 
The  rest  was  craggy  cliff,  that  overhung 
Still  as  it  rose,  impossible  to  climb. 
Betwixt  these  rocky  pillars  Gabriel  sat. 
Chief  of  th'  angelic  guards,  awaiting  ni:j:ht ;  55t 

About  him  exercised  heroic  games 
Th'  unarmed  youth  of  Heav'n,  but  nigh  at  hand 
Celestial  armoury,  shields,  helms,  and  spears. 
Hung  high  with  diamond  flaming,  and  with  gold. 
Thither  came  Uriel,  gliding  through  th'  even        S55 
On  a  sun-beam,  swift  as  a  shooting  star 
In  autumn  thwarts  the  night,  when  vapours  fired 
Impress  the  air,  and  shews  the  mariner 
From  what  point  of  his  compass  to  beware 
Impetuous  winds.    He  thus  began  in  haste  :         fiM 

Gabriel,  to  thee  thy  course  by  lot  hath  giv'n 
Charge  and  strict  watch,  that  to  this  happy  place 
No  evil  thing  approach  or  enter  in. 
This  day  at  highth  of  noon  came  to  my  sphere 
A  Spirit,  zealous,  as  he  seem'd,  to  know  SOS 

More  of  th'  Almighty's  works,  and  chiefly  Man, 

•49.  For  mention  of  Gabriel,  aee  Daniel  vii.  and  ix.  also  Luke  !• 
his  name  )«iGf  nifles  the  man  or  the  power  of  God. 

SA5.  Through  th*  even,  or  that  part  of  the  heavens  now  bccom. 
Hig  dark  with  the  nppmachini;  evonin^. 

561.  This  is  in  alliiAion  tn  the  courseti  of  tb«  priests  in  the  tenf 
pie  service :  tee  l  Chron.  niv.  and  Luke  i.  8,  9. 
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God's  latest  image  :  I  described  his  way 
Bent  all  on  speed,  and  mark'd  his  aery  gait; 
Bat  in  the  mount  that  lies  from  Eden  north. 
Where  he  first  lighted,  soon  discem'd  his  looks    57i 
Alien  from  Heav'n,  with  passions  far  obscured: 
Mine  eye  pursued  him  still,  but  under  shade 
Lost  sight  of  him.    One  of  the  banish 'd  crew* 
I  fear,  hath  ventured  from  the  deep,  to  raise 
New  troubles :  him  thy  care  must  be  to  find.        A7fi 

To  whom  the  winged  warrior  thus  retom'd : 
Uriel,  no  wonder  ii  thy  perfect  sight. 
Amid  the  Sun's  bright  circle,  where  thou  sitt'st. 
See  far  and  wide :  in  at  this  gate  none  pass 
The  vigilance  here  placed,  but  such  as  come        980 
Well  known  from  Heav'n ;  and  since  meridian  hour 
No  creature  thence :  if  Spirit  of  other  sort 
So  minded,  have  o'erleap'd  these  earthy  bounds 
On  purpose,  hard  thou  know'st  it  to  exclude 
Spiritual  substance  with  corporeal  bar.  585 

But  if  within  the  circuit  of  these  walks. 
In  whatsoever  shape- he  lurk,  of  whom 
Thou  tell'st,  by  morrow  dawning  I  shall  know. 

So  promised  he  ;  and  Uriel  to  his  charge  580 

Return 'd  on  that  bright  beam,  whose  point  now  raised. 
Bore  him  slope  downward  to  the  Sun,  now  fall'n 
Beneath  th'  Azores ;  whether  the  prime  orb. 
Incredible  how  swift,  had  thither  roll'd 
Diurnal,  or  this  less  vol  Able  earth. 
By  shorter  flight  to  th'  east,  had  left  him  there     59S 
Arraying  with  reflected  purple'  and  gold 
The  clouds  that  on  his  western  throne  attend. 
Now  came  still  ev'ning  on,  and  twilight  grey 
Had  in  her  sober  liv'ry  all  things  clad ; 
Silence  accompanied :  for  beast  and  bird,  608 

They  to  their  g^rassy  couch,  these  to  their  nests, 

507.  The  Ant  iraa;^  of  God  was  Christ;  the  second.  Angels | 
the  liuUMin—Uescribrd,  that  is,  observed  attentively. 

595.  The  AzoresVLTv  islands  in  the  Atlantic,  off  the  coast  of  Por> 
tujral.    The  word  is  to  be  pronoaiiced  as  three  syllables. 

494.  Folnble,  witli  the  u  pronounced  long. 

596.  'i'hiiiis  the  first  evening  in  the  time  of  the  poem,  and  Ittur- 
ni«heii  Miilnn  with  an  opportunity  of  putting  forth  the  splendour 
of  his  descriptive  genitu  in  one  of  its  nioKt  niagniHoenl  olfona. 
One  of  tile  conimentiiturs  on  tiiis  paiva^e  absurdly  remarks  that  ll 
was  tlie  poet's  weak  eves  made  him  love  to  mennoo  tb«  evciung 
ivUttrlit. 
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Were  alunk,  all  but  the  wakeful  nightingate  S 
She  all  night  long  her  ain'rouA  descant  snng  i 
Silence  was  pleased.    Now  glow'd  the  firmanMnt 
With  liying  sapphires  :  Hesperus,  that  led 
The  starry  host,  rode  brightest,  till  the  Moon, 
Rising  in  clouded  majesty,  at  leng^th 
Apparent  queen,  unyeil'd  her  peerless  light, 
And  o'er  the  dark  her  silver  mantle  threw. 

When  Adam  thus  to  Ere :  Fair  Consort,  th'  boor 
Of  night,  and  all  things  now  retired  to  rest,         011 
Mind  us  of  like  repose,  since  God  liath  set 
Labour  and  rest,  as  day  and  night,  to  men 
Successive  ;  and  the  timely  dew  of  sleep 
Now  falling,  with  soft  slumb'rous  weight  indinea 
Our  e^e-lids.    Other  creatures  all  day  long  019 

Rove  idle,  unemploy'd,  and  less  need  rest ; 
Man  hath  his  daily  work  of  body  or  mind 
Appointed,  which  declares  his  dignity. 
And  the  regard  of  Heav'n  on  all  his  ways ;  0SO 

While  other  animals  inactive  range ; 
And  of  their  doings  God  takes  no  account. 
To-morrow,  ere  fresh  morning  streak  the  east 
With  first  approach  of  light,  we  must  be  ris'n. 
And  at  our  pleasant  labour,  to  reform  0S5 

Yon  flow'ry  arbours,  yonder  alleys  green, 
Our  walk  at  noon,  with  branches  overgrown, 
That  mock  our  scant  manuring,  and  require 
More  hands  than  ours  to  lop  their  wanton  growth : 
Those  blossoms  also,  and  those  dropping  grums,     030 
That  lie  bestrown  unsightly  and  unsmooth. 
Ask  riddance,  if  we  meai}  to  tread  with  ease  ; 
Meanwhile,  as  Nature  wills,  Night  bids  us  rest. 

To  whom  thus  Eve,  with  perfect  beauty'  adom'd  : 
My  Author  and  Disposer,  what  thou  bidst,  035 

Unargued,  I  obey  ;  so  God  ordains  ; 
God  is  thy  law,  thou  mine.;  to  know  no  more 
Is  woman's  happiest  knowledge  and  her  praise. 
With  thee  conversing  I  forget  all  time ; 
All  seasons  and  their  change,  all  please  alike.      040 
Sweet  is  the  breath  of  Mom,  her  rising  sweet, 

627.  {Talks  in  the  first  edition. 
•M.  Manuring  ;  in  ttie  sense  of  the  French  maiurtivfe,  to  mm 
nmrt  or  cultivate, 
MO.  Ttie  seasons  of  the  day,  not  of  the  year,  are  hen  i 
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With  charm  of  earliest  birds ;  pleasant  the  Hvan, 
When  first  on  this  delightful  land  he  spreads 
His  orient  beams,  on  herb,  tree,  fruit,  and  flower, 
Glist'ring  with  dew ;  frag^rant  the  fertile  earth     04A 
After  soft  show'rs  ;  and  sweet  the  coming  on 
Of  {rrateful  er'ning  mild;  then  silent  Ni^^ht, 
With  this  her  solemn  bird,  and  this  fair  Moon, 
And  these  the  gems  of  Heav'n,  her  starry  train  ; 
Hut  neither  breath  of  Mom,  when  she  ascends     650 
With  charm  of  earliest  birds ;  nor  rising  Son 
On  this  delightful  land ;  nor  herb,  fruit,  flower, 
Glist'ring  with  dew  ;  nor  fragrance  after  showers  ; 
Nor  grateful  ev'ning  mild ;  nor  silent  Night 
With  this  her  solemn  bird,  nor  walk  by  Moon,     055 
Or  glitt'ring  star-light,  without  thee  is  sweet. 
But  wherefore  all  night  long  shine  these  ?  For  whom 
This  glorious  sight,  when  sleep  hath  shut  all  eyes  ? 

To  whom  our  general  ancestor  reply'd  : 
Daughter  of  God  and  Man,  accomplish'd  Eye,      000 
These  have  their  course  to  finish  round  the  earth 
By  morrow  ev'ning,  and  from  land  to  land 
[n  order,  though  to  nations  yet  unborn, 
Minist'ring  light  prepared,  they  set  and  rise ; 
Lest  total  darkness  should  by  night  regain  005 

Her  old  possession,  and  extinguish  life 
In  nature  and  all  things,  which  these  soft  fires 
Not  only  enlighten,  but  with  kindly  heat 
Of  various  influence,  foment  and  warm. 
Temper  or  nourish,  or  in  part  shed  down  070 

Their  stellar  virtue  on  all  kinds  that  grow 
On  earth,  made  hereby  apter  to  receive 
Perfection  from  the  Sun's  more  ]X)tent  ray. 
These  then,  though  unbeheld  in  deep  of  night,     074 
Shine  not  in  vain  ;  nor  think,  tho'  men  were  none. 
That  Heav'n  would  want  spectators,  God  want  praise 

64S.  A  very  ingrenious  essay  has  been  written,  by  whom  I  forsett 
to  shew  that  the  ancients  considered  the  nig[hting:ale'8  soagctUMT* 
ful.  661.  Thote  is  read  in  some  editions. 

971.  Milton's  affectation  of  learning  has  been  mentioned  anl 
objected  to.  I  venture,  however,  to  observe,  though  he  may  seem 
tooave  erred  when  such  pansages  in  liis  |)oem  are  subjected  to  th« 
severe  and  (larticularizin?  eye  of  a  critic,  that,  taken  as  a  whole, 
Its  grandeur  and  splendid  enect  upon  the  mina  would  have  bees 
coiislderably  Icm,  had  thewe  appliances  of  a  high  knowledge  r  ' 
Hsemployed  in  it  illustration. 

F2 


106  PABADISB  LOST. 

Millions  of  spiritual  creatures  walk  the  earth 
Unseen,  both  when  we  wake  and  when  we  sleep. 
All  these  with  ceaseless  praise  his  woiks  behfdd. 
Both  day  and  night.    How  often  from  the  steep  080 
Of  echoing  hill  or  thicket  have  we  heard 
Celestial  voices  to  the  midnight  air. 
Sole*  or  responsive  each  to  other's  note, 
Singling  their  great  Creator  I  Oft  in  bands  684 

While  they  keep  watch,  or  nightly  rounding  walk 
With  heav'nly  touch  of  instrumental  sounds, 
in  full  harmonic  nimiber  join'd,  their  songs 
Divide  the  night,  and  lift  our  thoughts  to  Heaven. 

Thus  talking  hand  in  hand  alone  they  pass'd 
On  to  their  blissful  bow'r ;  it  was  a  place  6fM 

Chosen  by  the  Sov'reign  Planter,  when  he  framed 
All  things  to  Man's  delightful  use.    The  roof 
Of  thickest  covert  was  inwoven  shade 
Laurel  and  myrtle,  and  what  higher  grew 
Of  firm  and  fragrant  leaf :  on  either  side  005 

Acanthus,  and  each  odorous  bushy  shrub 
Fenced  up  the  verdant  wall ;  each  beauteous  flow'r. 
Iris  all  hues,  roses,  and  jessamine, 
llear'd  high  their  flourish'd  heads  between,  and 
Mosaic :  underfoot  the  violet,  [wrought 

Crocus,  and  hyacinth,  with  rich  inlay  701 

broider'd  the  ground,  more  colour'd  than  with  stone 
Of  costliest  emblem.    Other  creature  here, 
Beast,  bird,  insect,  or  worm,  durst  enter  none : 
Such  was  their  awe  of  Man.    In  shadier  bower    70S 
Hilore  sacred  and  sequester'd,  though  but  {eig^'i, 
Pan  or  Sylvanus  never  slept,  nor  Nymph 
Nor  Faunus  haunted.    Here,  in  close  recess. 
With  flowers,  garlands,  and  sweet-smelliiig  herbs. 
Espoused  Eve  deck'd  first  her  nuptial  bed,  710 

And  heav'nly  choirs  the  hymenean  sung. 
What  day  the  genial  An^el  to  our  sire 
Brought  her  in  naked  beauty  more  adom'd. 
More  lovely  than  Pandora,  whom  the  Gods 
Endow'd  with  all  their  gifts :  and  O  too  like         715 

700.  Hompr,  II.  xiv.  847. 
714.  Pandora,  the  fable  of  Handoni'ii  box  needs  no  explansttoa. 
—  iuthentie  Jire,  the  orif^lnal,  and  prototype,  or  the  aource  of 
•urtlily  fim.'—L'nwJcer  Is  not  s  compsratiTe  bere,  but  means  tcrr 
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In  ud  erent,  when  to  th'  unwiser  son 
Of  Japhet  bronght  by  Hermes,  she  ensnaxeA 
Mankind  with  her  fair  loolui,  to  be  avenged 
On  him  who  had  stole  Jore's  authentic  fire. 

Thus  at  their  shady  lodge  arrived,  both  stood,  7)0 
Both  tum'd,  and  under  open  sky  adored 
The  God  that  made  both  sky,  air,  earth,  and  heay'n. 
Which  they  beheld,  the  moon's  resplendeut  globe* 
And  starry  pole  :  Thou  also  mad'st  the  night. 
Maker  omnipotent,  and  thou  the  day,  7S9 

Which  we  in  our  appointed  work  employ'd 
Have  finisl^'d,  happy  in  our  mutual  help 
And  mutual  love,  the  crown  of  all  our  bliss 
Ordain'd  by  thee ;  and  this  delicious  place 
For  us  too  lai^e,  where  thy  abundance  wants       730 
Partakers,  and  uncropt  falls  to  the  g^round. 
But  thou  hast  promised  from  us  two  a  race 
To  fill  the  eardi,  who  shall  with  us  extol 
Thy  goodness  infinite,  both  when  we  wake 
And  when  we  seek,  as  now,  thy  gift  of  sleep.        785 

This  said  unanimous,  and  other  rites 
Observing  none,  but  adoration  pure 
Which  God  likes  best,  into  their  inmost  bower 
Handed  they  went ;  and  eased  the  putting  off 
These  troublesome  disguises  which  we  wear,        740 
Straight  side  by  side  were  laid ;  nor  tum'd  I  ween 
Adam  from  his  fair  spouse,  nor  Eve  the  rites' 
Mysterious  of  connubial  love  refused : 
Whatever  hypocrites  austerely  talk 
Of  purity,  and  place,  and  innocence,  74S 

Defaniiug  as  impure  what  God  declares 
Pure,  and  commands  to  some,  leaves  free  to  all. 
Our  Maker  bids  increase ;  who  bids  abstain 
But  our  Destroyer,  foe  to  God  and  Man  7 
Hail  wedded  Love,  mysterious  law,  true  source    TM 
Of  human  offspring,  sole  propriety 
In  Paradise  of  all  things  common  else. 
Bj  thee  adult'rous  lust  was  driven  from  men. 
Among  the  bestial  herds  to  range  ;  by  thee. 
Founded  in  reason,  loyal,  jiist,  and  pure,  TSB 

746.  In  allusion  to  1  Tim.  ir.  1,  2,  s. 
7M.  Tills  aiNMitroplie  is  said  to  be  borrowed  from  OMof 
MysterioHs:  See  Epii.  v.  33. 
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Relations  dear,  aud  all  the  charities 

Of  father,  son,  and  brother,  first  were  known. 

Far  be  't,  that  I  should  write  thee  sin  or  blame. 

Or  think  thee  unbefitting  holiest  place, 

l^erpetual  fountain  of  domestic  sweets,  76tt 

Whose  bed  is  undefiled  and  chaste  pronounced. 

Present,  or  past,  as  saints  and  patriarchs  used. 

Here  Love  his  golden  shafts  employs,  here  lights 

His  constant  lamp,  and  waves  his  purple  wings. 

Reigns  here  and  revels ;  not  in  the  bought  snule  9G5 

Of  harlots,  loveless,  joyless,  unendear'd. 

Casual  fruition ;  nor  in  court-amours, 

Mtx'd  dance,  or  wanton  mask,  or  midnight  ball. 

Or  serenate,  which  the  starved  lover  sings 

To  his  proud  fair,  best  quitted  with  disdain.  770 

lliese,  luU'd  by  nightingales,  embracing,  slept, 

And  on  their  naked  limbs  the  fiow'ry  roof 

Shower'd  roses,  which  the  mom  repair'd.    Sleep  on. 

Blest  pair !  and  O  yet  happiest,  if  ye  seek 

No  happier  state,  and  know  to  know  no  more.       775 

Now  had  Night  measured  with  her  shadowy  cone 
Half  way  up  hill  this  vast  sublunar  vault. 
And  from  their  ivory  port  the  Cherubim 
Forth  issuing  at  th'  accustom'd  hour,  stood  arm'd 
To  their  nitrht-watches  in  warlike  parade,  780 

When  Gabriel  to  his  next  in  power  thus  spake  : 

Uzziel,  half  these  draw  off,  and  coast  the  south 
With  strictest  watch ;  these  other  wheel  the  north; 
Our  circuit  meets  full  west.    As  flame  they  part ; 
Half  wheelini?  to  the  shield,  half  to  the  spear.       785 
From  these,  two  stroug  and  subtle  Spirits  he  call'd 
That  near  him  stood,  and  gave  thetu  thus  in  chaise : 

Ithuriel  and  Zephon,  with  wing'd  speed 
Search  thro'  this  garden  ;  leave  unsearch'd  no  nook ; 
But  chiefly  where  those  two  fair  creatures  lodge, 
Now  laid  perhaps  asleep,  secure  of  harm.  791 

This  evening  from  the  Sun's  decline  arrived 

756.  The  charities ;  the  afTccUons  called  forth  by  the  differenl 
relations  of  life.  761.  H«b.  xiii.  4. 

769.  Serenafe :  Milton  follows  the  Italian  in  bis  •pentn^. 

Started;  cold,  unarce|)t<»d. 

782.  IJzzicI,  the  «trene:th  of  God. 

784.  Sre  Heb.  chap.  i. 

188.  Ithuriel,  the  aiHCovL-rv  of  QtHl.    Zephon,  a  «eent, 

or  Kt'iircher  of  secrets. 
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Wlio  tells  of  some  infernal  Spirit  seen 
Hitherward  bent  (who  could  have  thought?)  escaped 
The  bars  of  Hell,  on  en-and  bad  no  doubt :  708 

Such  where  ye  find,  seize  fast,  and  hither  bring. 

So  saying,  on  he  led  his  radiant  files, 
Dazzling  the  moon ;  these  to  the  bower  direct. 
In  search  of  whom  they  sought :  him  thero  they  found* 
Squat  like  a  toad,  close  at  the  ear  of  Eye,  800 

ilssaying  by  his  devilish  art  to  reach 
Fhe  organs  of  her  fancy',  and  with  them  forge 
niusions  as  he  list,  phantasms  and  dreams ; 
Or  if,  inspiring  venom,  he  might  taint 
Fh*  animal  spirits  that  from  pure  blood  arise,        iMU 
Like  gentle  breaths  from  rivers  pure,  thence  raise 
A.t  least  distemper'd,  discontented  thoughts, 
l^ain  hopes,  vain  aims,  inordinate  desires. 
Blown  up  with  high  conceits,  ingendering  pride. 
Him  thus  intent  Ithuriel  with  his  spear  810 

Fouch'd  lightly ;  for  no  falsehood  can  endure 
Touch  of  celestial  temper,  but  returns 
Of  force  to  its  own  likeness.    Up  he  starts, 
Discover'd  and  surprised.    As  when  a  spark 
Lights  on  a  heap  of  nitrous  powder,  laid  815 

Fit  for  the  tun  some  magazine  to  store 
Against  a  rumotir'd  war,  the  smutty  grain 
With  sudden  blaze  diffused,  inflames  the  air ; 
So  started  up  in  his  own  shape  the  Fiend. 
Back  stept  those  two  fair  Angels,  half  amazed      820 
So  sudden  to  behold  the  grisly  king ; 
Yet  thus,  unmoved  with  fear,  accost  him  soon : 

Wbich  of  those  rebel  Spirits,  adjudged  to  Hell, 
Com'st  tbou,  escaped  thy  prison  ?  and  transform'd. 
Why  sat'st  thou  like  an  enemy  in  wait,  829 

Here  watching  &t  the  head  of  these  that  sleep  ? 

Know  ye  not  then,  said  Satan,  fill'd  with  scocii« 
Know  ye  not  me  ?  Ye  knew  me  once  no  mate 
For  you ;  there  sitting^  where  ye  dc'-st  not  soar. 
Not  to  know  me,  argues  yourselves  unknown^ 
The  lowest  of  your  throng ;  cr  if  ye  kJiow, 
Why  ask  ye,  and  superfluous  begiia 

7M.  Hither,  that  ic,  wherever  th»  tpfwkor  wIcttC  tftsnmii  ta* 

894.  Virgril,  JSoeil.  ^V.  »ti. 
814.  AriMto  employs  tbe 
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Your  message,  like  to  end  as  much  in  vainf 

To  whom  thus  Zephon,  answering  scorn  with  acorn » 
Think  not,  revolted  Spirit,  thy  shape  the  same,    839 
Or  midiminish'd  brightness,  to  be  known 
As  when  thou  stood 'st  in  Heav'n  upright  and  pure » 
That  glory  then,  when  thou  no  more  wast  good, 
Departed  from  thee' ;  and  thouresemblest  now 
Thy  sin  and  place  of  doom  obscure  and  foul.         840 
But  come ;  for  thou,  be  sure,  shalt  give  account 
To  him  who  sent  us,  whose  charge  is  to  keep 
This  place  inriolable,  and  these  from  harm. 

.So  spake  the  Cherub ;  and  his  grave  rebuke. 
Severe  in  youthful  beauty,  added  grace  M0 

Invincible.    Abash'd  the  Devil  stood, 
And  felt  how  awful  goodness  is,  and  saw 
Virtue'  in  her  shape  how  lovely ;  saw  and  pined 
His  loss ;  but  chiefly  to  find  here  observed 
His  lustre  visibly  impair'd  ;  yet  seem'd  850 

Undaunted.    If  I  must  contend,  said  he. 
Best  with  the  best,  the  sender  not  the  sent. 
Or  all  at  once ;  more  gloi*y  will  be  won. 
Or  less  be  lost.    Thy  fear,  said  Zephon  bold. 
Will  save  us  trial  what  the  least  can  do  855 

Single  against  thee  wicked,  and  thence  weak. 

The  Fiend  reply'd  not,  overcome  with  rage ; 
But  like  a  pioud  steed  rein'd,  went  haughty  on. 
Champing  his  iron  curb.    To  strive  or  fly 
He  held  it  vain ;  awe  from  above  had  quell'd       8fi0 
His  heart,  not  else  dismay 'd.    Now  drew  they  nigh 
The  western  point,  where  those  half-rounding  g^narda 
Just  met,  and  closing  stood  in  squadron  join'd. 
Awaiting  next  command.    To  whom  their  chief, 
Gabriel  from  the  front,  thus  call'd  aloud:  865 

O  friends,  I  hear  the  tread  of  nimble  feet 
Hasting  this  way,  and  now  by  glimpse  discern 
Ithnriel  and  Zephon  through  the  shade. 
And  with  them  comes  a  third  of  regal  port. 
But  faded  splendour  wan ;  who,  by  his  gait  878 

And  fierce  demeanour,  seems  the  prince  of  Hell, 

885.  Bentley  propoaea  a  new  readinr,  '  Or  brif^htness  undimt- 
Bkh'd'  in  the  next  line  :  Newton  to  chang^e  thy  into  by  in  the 
preaeot. 

8M.  It  is  observed,  that  Milton  hos  followed  Homer  in  tbk 
episode.  See  11.  x.  633. 
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Not  likely  to  part  hence  without  content : 
Stand  firm,  for  in  his  look  defiance  louri. 

He  scarce  had  ended,  when  those  two  approach'dt 
And  brief  related  whom  they  brought,  where  foondf 
How  busy'!,  in  what  form  and  posture  oouch'd.  876 

To  whom  with  stem  regard  thus  Gabriel  spake : 
Why  hast  thou,  Satan,  broke  the  bounds  prescribed 
To  thy  transgressions,  and  disturfo'd  the  charge 
Of  others,  who  approve  not  to  transgress  98% 

By  thy  example,  but  have  pow'r  and  right 
To  question  thy  bold  entrance  on  this  place ; 
Employed  it  seems  to  -violate  sleep,  and  those 
Whose  dwelling  God  hath  planted  here  in  bliss? 

To  whom  thus  Satan  with  contemptuous  brow :  88A 
Gabriel,  thou  hadst  in  Heav'n  th'  esteem  of  wise. 
And  such  I  held  thee ;  but  this  question  ask'd 
Puts  me  in  doubt.    Lives  there  who  loves  his  painT 
Who  would  not,  finding  way,  break  loose  from  Hell, 
rhongh  thither  doom'd  ?   Thou  would'st  thyself,  no 
doubt,  890 

Vnd  boldly  venture  to  whatever  place 
Farthest  from  pain, where  thoumight'sthope  to  change 
Torment  with  ease,  and  soonest  recompense 
Dole  with  delight,  which  in  this  place  I  sought ; 
To  thee  no  reason,  who  kcowest  only  good,  805 

But  evil  hast  not  try'd :  and  wilt  object 
His  will  who  bound  us  ?    Let  him  surer  bar 
His  iron  gates,  if  he  intends  our  stay 
In  that  dark  durance :  thus  much  what  was  ask'd. 
The  rest  is  true,  they  found  me  where  they  say;  900 
But  that  implies  not  violence  or  harm. 

Thus  he  in  scorn.    The  warlike  Angel  moved 
Disdainfully,  half  smiling,  thus  reply  d : 

0  loss  of  one  in  Heav'n  to  judge  of  wise, 
Since  Satan  fell,  whom  folly  overthrew,  009 

And  now  returns  him  from  his  prison  'scaped. 
Gravely  in  doubt  whether  to  hold  them  wise 
Or  not,  who  ask  what  boldness  brought  him  hither* 
Unlicensed  from  his  bounds  in'  Hell  prescribed; 
So  wise  he  judges  It  to  fly  irom  pain  010 

878.  Bentley  think*  tratufreitions  should  be  taken  in  the'i 
tlhronteursiontf  that  fai,  to  psM  over  boands. . 

603.  Torment  with  ease*  a  Latin  idion*. 
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Howeyer,  and  to  'scape  his  punishment. 

So  judge  thou  still,  presumptuous,  till  the  wratliy 

Which  thou  incurr'st  by  flyingr,  meet  thy  flight 

Sev'nfold,  and  scourge  that  wisdom  back  to  Hell 

Which  taught  thee  yet  no  better,  that  no  pain      OlS 

Can  equal  anger  infinite  provoked. 

But  -wherefore  thou  alone  t   Wherefore  with  thee 

Came  not  all  Hell  broke  loose  1   Is  pain  to  them 

Less  pain,  less  to  be  fled  1  or  thou  than  they 

Less  hardy  to  endure  ?   Courageous  Chief,  {KN 

The  flrst  in  flight  from  pain,  hadst  thou  alleg^l 

To  thy  deserted  host  this  cause  of  flight, 

Thou  surely  had^  not  come  sole  fugitive. 

To  which  the  Fiend  thus  answer  d,  frowning  stem.' 
Not  that  I  less  endure,  or  shrink  from  pain,         938 
Insulting  Angel :  well  thou  know'st  I  stood 
Thy  fiercest,  when  in  battle lo  thy  aid 
The  blasting  vuUey'd  thunder  made  all  speed. 
And  seconded  thy  else  not  dreaded  spear. 
But  still  thy  words  at  random,  as  before,  030 

Argue  thy  inexperience  what  behoves 
Prom  hard  assays  and  ill  successes  past, 
A  faithful  leader,  not  to  hazard  all 
Through  ways  of  danger  by  himself  untry'd : 
I  therefore,  I  alone  first  undertook  03ff 

To  wing  the  desolate  abyss,  and  spy 
This  new<;reated  world,  whereof  in  Hell 
Fame  is  not  silent,  here  in  hope  to  find 
Better  abode,  and  my  afflicted  Pow'rs 
To  settle  here  on  earth,  or  in  mid-air ;  940 

Though  for  possession  put  to  try  or.ce  niore 
What  thou  a^d  thy  gay  Icjjp'"^  dare  against; 
Whose  easier  bus'ness  weie  to  serve  their  Lord 
High  up  in  Heav'n,  with  songs  to  hymn  his  throne. 


And  practised  distances  to  cringe,  not  fight. 
To  whom  the  warrior  Angel  soon  reply'd : 
To  say  and  straight  unsay,  pretending  first 
Wise  to  fly  pain,  professing  next  the  spy, 
Argues  no  leader,  but  a  liar  traced, 
Satan,  and  couldst  thou  faithful  add  f   O  name. 


fST.  Thy  ftercat ;  the  adjecdve  at  a  substantive,  as  in 

alread*  allcgod. 
9SS.  Thy  is  read  (o  tbe  second  edition. 
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O  sarred  name  of  faithfulneM  profaned  f 

VWithliil  to  whom  t   to  thy  rebellioua  crew  f 

Army  of  Fiends,  fit  body  to  fit  head. 

Was  this  your  discipline  and  faith  engaged. 

Tour  mOitary'  obedience,  to  dissolve  995 

Allegiance  to  th'  acknowledged  Pow'r  Supreme  f 

And  Ihmi,  sly  hypocrite,  who  now  wouldst  seem 

Patron  of  liberty,  who  more  than  thou 

Once  fawn'd,  and  cringed,  and  servilely  adored 

Heav'n's  awful  Monarch  ?  wherefore  but  in  hope  000 

To  dispossess  him,  and  thyself  to  reign  ? 

But  mark  what  1  arreed  thee  now,  Avaunt ; 

Fly  thither  whence  thou  fledst :  if  from  this  hour 

Within  these  hallow'd  limits  thou  ai>pear. 

Back  to  th'  infernal  pit  I  drag  thee  chain'd,         005 

And  seal  thee  so,  as  henceforth  not  to  scorn 

The  facile  gates  of  Hell  too  slightly  barr'd. 

So  threaten'd  he ;  but  Satan  to  no  threats 
Gave  heed,  but,  waxing  more  in  rage,  reply'd : 

Then  when  I  am  thy  captive,  talk  of  chains,    OTO 
Proud  limitary  Cherub ;  but  ere  then 
Far  heavier  load  thyself  expect  to  feel 
From  my  prevailing  arm,  though  Heav'n's  King 
Ride  on  thy  wings,  and  thou  with  thy  compeers. 
Used  to  the  yoke,  draw'st  his  triumphant  wheels  975 
In  progress  through  the  road  of  Heav'n  star-paved. 

While  thus  he  spake,  th'  angelic  squadron  bright 
Tum'd  fiery  red,  sharp'ning  in  mooned  horns 
Their  phalanx,  and  began  to  hem  him  round 
With  ported  spears,  as  thick  as  when  a  field         000 
Of  Ceres  ripe  for  harvest  waving  bends 
Her  bearded  grove  of  ears,  which  way  the  wind 
Sways  them ;  the  careful  plowman  dombting  standSy 
LtaC  on  the  threshing-floor  his  hopeful  sheaves 
Prove  chaff.    On  th'  other  side  Satan,  alarm'd,    009 
Collecting  all  his  might,  dilated  stood. 
Like  Teneriff  or  Atlas,  unremoved: 

963.  Arreedf  to  decree  or  award. 

MS.  I>rag;  the  present  for  the  future.  966.  Rev.  xx.  a. 

971.  Limtlarv,  settine  bounds  to.  Ps.  xviii.  10 

974.  Ezek.  cnap.  i.  x.  and  xl. 

980.  Porttdf  borne  pointed  towards  him. 

Tmm  applie*  the  epithet  dUteto  to  his  hero  Argwtcs  wbmi 

inreparinf  to  fljrbt  with  Tancred* 
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flis  stature  reach'd  the  sky,  and  on  his  crest 
Sat  horror  plumed ;  nor  wanted  in  his  grasp    [deed* 
^^Hiat  seem'd  hoth  spear  and  shield.    Now  dreadfiil 
Might  have  ensued,  nor  only  Paradise  091 

In  this  commotion,  but  the  starry  cope 
Of  Heay'n  perhaps,  or  all  the  elements 
At  least  had  gone  to  wrack,  disturbed  and  torn 
With  yiolence  of  this  conflict,  had  not  soon  096 

Th'  Eternal  to  prevent  such  horrid  fray, 
Hung  forth  iu  Heav'n  his  golden  scales,  yet  seen 
Betwixt  Astrea  and  the  Scorpion  sign. 
Wherein  all  things  created  first  he  weigh'd. 
The  pendulous  round  earth  with  balanced  air     1000 
In  counterpoise,  now  ponders  all  eyents. 
Battles,  and  realms :  in  these  he  put  two  weights, 
The  sequel  each  of  parting  and  of  fight ; 
The  latter  qidck  up  flew,  and  kick'd  the  beam ; 
Which  Gabriel  spying,  thus  bespake  the  Fiend  :  1005 
Satan,  I  know  thy  strength,  and  thou  knuw'st  mine ; 
Neither  our  own,  but  giv'n.    What  folly  then 
To  boast  what  arms  can  do  1  since  thine  no  more 
Than  Heav'n  permits,  nor  mine,  though  doubled  now 
To  trample  thee  as  mire  :  for  proof  look  up,        1010 
And  read  thy  lot  in  yon  celestial  sign,  [weak. 

Where  thou  art  weigh'd,  and  shewn  how  light,  how 
If  thou  resist.    The  Fiend  look'd  up,  and  knew 
His  mounted  scale  aloft :  nor  more ;  but  fled 
Murm'ring,  and  with  him  fled  the  shades  of  night. 

989.  A  powerful  pereoniflcation  of  horror. 

1002.  The  same  aileron  is  employed  by  both  Homer  and  Vlrgril, 
and  in  Scripture  we  find  Daniel  informing  Belshazzar  that  he  was 
weifhed  in  the  l/atances:  for  illustrations  of  this  fiassage.  lee  Jok 
xxviii.  zxxvii.  Isa.  xl.  I.  Sam.  ii.  3.  Proverho  xvi.  3.  and  Dan.  v. 

1003.  Bentley  proposes  to  read  rirnal  instead  ot  seouetf  but  the 
latter  is  preferable,  see  Horn.  II.  viii.  69.  also  Virjril,  JEn.  zU.  nt, 

1012.  Milton  follows  Scripture  and  not  the  poets   ia 
Ike  Kale  aacend  in  token  of  vlctorf  • 


BOOK  T. 

THE  ARGUMENT. 

Ifaminf  approtched,  Qre  relates  to  Adam  her  troublwaii 
feWMB ;  ue  likes  it  not,  Tet  comforts  her :  They  come  tcaih  lo 
iKir  uy  labours :  TheiY  mnroing'  hjrma  at  the  door  of  their 
kower.  Ood,  to  reuder  m^n  inexcusable,  ^ends  Raphael  to  al- 
Bioaiah  him  of  Ms  obedieace,  «f  his  free  estate,  of  his  enemy 
Mar  at  hand,  who  he  is,  and  why  his  enemy,  and  whaterer  else 
may  avail  Adam  to  know.  Raphaul  comes  down  to  Purudise,  his 
appearance  described,  his  coming  discerned  by  Adam  afar  ofl, 
SNting  at  the  door  of  his  bower ;  be  roes  out  to  meet  him«  brinjps 
Um  to  his  lodge,  entertains  him  with  the  choicest  fruitH  of  Para* 
dise  g»t  to{^!ther  by  Eve  ;  their  di»:course  at  tible  :  Kaphael  per- 
forms his  mesaaire,  minds  Adaia  of  his  state  and  of  his  enemy ; 
relates,  at  Adam's  request,  who  that  enemy  is,  and  how  he  caiae 
lo  be  so,  beifinning  from  his  first  revolt  in  Heaven,  and  the  oc- 
casion thereof ;  how  he  drew  his  lemons  after  him  to  the  parts 
<tf  the  north,  and  there  incited  them  to  rebel  with  him,  persuadinr 
all  but  only  Abdiel  a  Seraph  ;  who  in  argument  dissuades  and 
opposes  him,  then  forsakes  him. 

Now  mom  her  rosy  steps  in  th'  eastern  clime 

Advancing,  sow'd  the  earth  with  orient  pearl. 

When  Adam  waked,  so  cnstom'd,  for  his  sleep 

Was  aery  light  from  pare  digestion  bred. 

And  temp*rate  vapours  bland,  which  th'  only  uunnd  5 

Of  leaves  and  fuming  rill:^,  Aurora's  fan, 

Lightly  dispersed,  and  the  shrill  matin  song 

Of  birds  on  ev'ry  bough  ;  so  much  the  more 

His  wonder  was  to  find  unwaken'd  Eve 

With  tresses  discomposed,  and  glowing  cheek,       10 

As  through  unquiet  rest ;  he  on  his  side 

Leaning,  half  raised,  with  looks  of  cordial  love 

Hung  over  her  enamour 'd,  and  beheld 

Beauty,  which  whether  waking  or  asleep. 

Shot  forth  peculiar  graces  ;  then  with  voice  15 

Mild,  as  when  Zephyrus  on  Flora  breathes. 

Her  hand  soft  touching,  whisper'd  thus  :  Awake, 

My  fairest,  my  espoused,  my  latest  found, 

Heav'n's  last  best  gift,  my  ever  new  delight, 

Awake ;  the  morning  shines*  and  the  fresh  field    90 

I.  This  M  a  lovely  description  of  moraine,  and  the  more  beau- 
tffal  because  not  separated  from  the  consideration  of  the  acton 
In  the  poem.— 1  think  it  will  be  reoerally  found  that  poets  of 
great  emiaence  seldom  indnlfe  themselves  in  pure  description, 
•r  rather,  that  their  descriptlOM  are  almost  always  mixed  up  wilh 
dsramsCance  and  detaii. 

«.  H^kiek  nten  Id  «lev«  not  to  i 
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Calls  na ;  we  lose  the  prime,  to  marie  how  spring 
Our  tender  plants,  how  blows  the  citron  grove. 
What  drops  the  m3nnrh,  and  what  the  balmy  reed» 
How  Nature  paints  her  colours,  how  the  bee 
Sits  on  the  bloom  extracting  liquid  sweet.  S0 

Such  whisp'ring  waked  her,  but  with  startled  eyt 
On  Adam,  whom  embracing,  thu^  she  spake  : 

O  sole  in  whom  my  thoughts  find  all  repose. 
My  glory,  my  perfection,  glad  I  see 
Thy  face,  and  mom  retam'd  ;  for  I  this  night        3t 
(Such  night  till  this  I  never  pass'd)  hare  dream'd. 
If  dream'd,  not  as  1  oft  am  wont,  of  thee, 
WoAa  of  day  past,  or  morrow's  next  design, 
fiut  of  offence  and  trouble,  which  my  mind 
Knew  never  till  this  irksmne  night.    Me  thought,  35 
Close  at  mine  ear  one  call'd  me  forth  to  walk. 
With  gentle  voice  ;  I  thought  it  thine :  it  said. 
Why  sleep'st  thou.  Eve  ?  now  is  the  pleasant  time» 
The  cool,  the  silent,  save  where  silence  yields 
To  the  night- warbling  bird,  that  now  awake  49 

Tones  sweetest  his  love-labour'd  song ;  now  reigns 
Full  orb  d  the  moon,  and  with  more  pleasing  light 
Shadowy  sets  off  the  face  of  things  ;  in  vain. 
If  none  regard ;  Heav'n  wakes  with  all  his  eyes. 
Whom  to  behold  but  thee,  Nature's  desire?  45 

In  whose  sight  all  things  joy,  with  ravishment 
Attracted  by  thy  beauty  still  to  jraze. 
I  rose  as  at  thy  call,  but  found  thee  not; 
To  find  thee  1  directed  then  my  walk  ; 
And  on,  methought,  alone  1  pass'd  dirough  ways   50 
That  brought  me  on  a  sudden  to  the  tree 
Of  interdicted  knowledge  :  fair  it  scem'd. 
Much  fairer  to  my  fancy  than  by  day  : 
And  as  I  woud'ring  look'd,  beside  it  stood  54 

S4.  I  am  htclined  :o  think  that  this  mention  of  nature  is  the 
only  blemish  in  the  passage :  none  of  Adam's  curiou's  questioning* 
which  have  been  reprobated  by  writers,  were  unnatural  in  a  being 
continually  contemplatini^  the  universe  with  an  nudinimed  eye  ; 
but  it  is  very  iDconsistent  to  supitose  he  would  personify  the  prin« 
ciple  ot  thingrs,  aikd  separate  its  operation  front  the  Immediate 
action  of  the  divine  hand.^Nature  waft  a  noble  antisplendid  C90- 
eeption  in  the  mind  of  the  heathen  poets  and  philosopners,  bat 
It  Is  a  puerile  contr.idiction  after  the  thoughts  have  been  lonf 
ftxcd  on  a  personal  Uelty. 

41.  His  and  her  are  applied  by  Milton  to  the  nlgbtingalo 
indtffpvently. 
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One  shaped  and  wing'd,  like  one  of  those  from  He«f  "lA 

By  ufl  oft  aeen.    Uiti  dewy  locks  distill 'd 

Ambrosia :  on  that  tree  be  also  gazed ; 

And  O  fair  plant,  said  he,  with  froit  surchaifpedy 

Deigns  none  to  ease  thy  load  and  taste  thy  sweet 

Nor  God,  nor  Man  ?  is  knowledge  so  despised  f      00 

Or  envy',  or  what  reserve  forbids  to  taste  t 

Forbid  who  will,  none  shall  from  me  withhold 

Longer  thy  ofTer'd  good  :  why  else  set  here  t 

This  said,  he  paused  not,  but  with  vent'rous  arm 

He  pluck'd,  he  tasted  1    Me  damp  horror  chill'd    05 

At  such  bold  words  vouch'd  With  a  deed  so  bold : 

But  he  thus  oreijoy'd,  O  fruit  divine, 

Sweet  of  th3rself,  but  much  more  sweet  thus  cropt. 

Forbidden  here,  it  seems,  as  only  lit 

For  Gods,  yet  able  to  make  Gods  of  Men  :  To 

And  why  not  Gods  of  Men,  since  good,  the  more 

Communicated,  more  abundant  grows. 

The  AatlHW  not  impair'd,  but  honour'd  more  t 

Here,  happy  creature,  fair  angelic  Eve, 

Partake  thou  also  ;  happy  though  thou  art,  75 

Happier  thou  may'st  be,  worthier  canst  not  be : 

Taste  this,  and  be  henceforth  among  the  Gods 

Thyself  a  Goddess,  not  to  earth  confined. 

But  sometimes  in  the  air,  as  we,  sometimes 

Ascend  to  Heay'n,  by  merit  thine,  and  see  80 

What  life  the  Gods  live  there,  and  such  liye  thou. 

So  saying,  he  drew  nigh,  and  to  me  held, 

EVn  to  my  mouth,  of  that  same  fruit  held  part 

Which  he  had  pluck'd.    The  pleasant  sar'ry  smell 

So  quitken'd  appetite,  that  I,  mefhought,  85 

Could  not  but  taste.    Forthwith  up  to  the  clouds 

With  him  I  flew,  and  underneath  beheld 

The  earth  outstretch'd  immense,  a  prospect  wide 

And  yarions ;  wond'ring  at  my  flight  and  change 

To  this  high  exaltation  ;  suddenly  9t 

My  guide  was  gone,  and  I,  methought,  sunk  dowa. 

And  fell  asleep  ;  but  0  how  glad  I  waked 

To  find  this  but  a  dream !    Thus  Eve  her  night 

Related  ;  and  thus  Adam  answer'd  sad  : 

Best  image  of  myself  and  dearer  half,  M 

The  trouble  of  thy  thoughts  this  night  in  deep 
AftctB  me  equally;  nor  can  I  like 
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Thif  uncouth  dream,  of  evil  flpmng  I  fnr ; 

Yet  eyil  whence  1  In  thee  can  harbour  none» 

Created  pure.    But  know,  that  in  the  soul  !•• 

Are  many  lesser  faculties,  that  serve 

Reason  as  chief:  among  these  Fancy  next 

Her  office  holds.    Of  all  external  things 

Which  the  fiye  watchful  senses  represent. 

She  forms  ima^^inations,  aery  shapes ;  MS 

Which  Reason  joining  or  disjoining,  frames 

All  what  we'  affirm  or  what  deny,  and  call 

Our  knowledge  or  opinion ;  then  retires 

Into  her  private  cell  when  Nature  rests. 

Oft  in  her  absence  mimic  Fancy  wakes  lit 

To  imitate  her ;  but  misjoining  shapes. 

Wild  work  produces  oft,  and  most  in  dreams, 

111  matching  words  and  deeds  long  past  or  late. 

Some  such  resemblances  methinks  I  find 

Of  our  last  evening's  talk,  in  this  thy  dream,        115 

But  with  addition  strange ;  yet  be  not  sad. 

Evil  into  the  mind  of  God  or  Man 

May  come  and  go,  so  imapproved,  and  leave 

No  spot  or  blame  behind :  Which  gives  me  hope 

That  what  in  sleep  thou  didst  abhor  to  dream        ISO 

Waking  thou  never  wilt  consent  to  do. 

Be  not  dishearten'd  then,  nor  cloud  those  looks 

That  wont  to  be  more  cheerful  and  serene 

Than  when  fair  morning  first  smiles  on  the  world ; 

And  let  us  to  our  fresh  employments  rise  ISA 

Among  the  groves,  the  fountains,  and  the  flowers 

That  open  now  their  choicest  bosom'd  smells. 

Reserved  from  night,  and  kept  for  thee  in  store. 

So  cheer 'd  he  his  fair  spouse,  and  she  was  cheer'd ; 
But  silently  a  gentle  tear  let  fall  130 

From  either  eye,  and  wiped  them  with  her  hair. 
Two  other  precious  drops  that  ready  stood. 
Each  in  their  crystal  sluice,  he  ere  they  fell 
Kiss'd,  as  the  gracious  signs  of  sweet  remorse 
And  pious  awe,  that  fear'd  to  have  offended.         136 
So  all  was  clear'd,  and  to  the  field  they  haste. 
But  first,  from  under  shady  arborous  roof 
Soon  as  they  forth  were  come  to  open  sight 

117.  Ocd  in   this  lloe  mesna  sngel;  the  word  is  so  spplied  l> 
HMtftut  someUmef :  see  also  Joho  x.  as.  and  refer  to  Uiie  Mb 
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-Of  day-qpring,  and  the  Sun,  whc  scarce  op  TiMB» 

With  wheels  yet  hov'ring  o'er  the  ocean  brim,     I4W 

Shot  parallel  to  th'  earth  his  dewy  ray, 

DiscoTering  in  wide  landskip  all  the  east 

Of  Paradise  and  Eden's  happy  plains, 

Lowly  they  bow'd,  adcning,  and  begfan 

llieir  orisons,  each  morning  duly  paid  14S 

In  vanous  style ;  for  neither  various  style 

Nor  holy  rapture  wanted  they  to  praise 

Their  Maker,  in  fit  strains  pronounced  or  snng 

Unmeditated ;  such  prompt  eloquence 

Flow'd  firom  their  lips,  in  prose  or  num'roiu  rerse, . 

More  tuneable  than  needed  lute  or  harp  151 

To  add  more  sweetness ;  and  they  thus  beg^an : 

These  are  tiiy  glorious  works.  Parent  of  Good» 
Almighty,  thine  this  universal  frame. 
Thus  wondrous  fair:  thyself  how  wondrous  tiienl 
Unspeakable,  who  sit'st  above  these  Heav'ns        150 
To  us  invisible,  or  dimly  seen 
In  these  thy  lowest  works :  yet  these  declare 
Thy  goodness  beyond  thought,  and  pow'r  divine. 
Speak  ye  who  best  can  tell,  ye  sons  of  light,         IM 
Angels;  for  ye  behold  Him,  and  with  songs 
And  choral  symphonies,  day  without  night. 
Circle  his  throne  rejoicing  I  ye  in  Heav'n, 
On  Earth  join  all  ye  Creatures  to  extol 
Him  first,  him  last,  him  midst,  and  without  end.  165 
Fairest  of  stars,  last  in  the  train  of  night. 
If  better  thou  belong  not  to  the  dawn, 
Sure  pledge  of  day,  that  crown'st  the  smiling  Slam 
With  thy  bright  circlet,  praise  him  in  thy  sphere. 
While  day  arises,  that  sweet  hour  of  prime.  170 

Thou  Sun,  of  this  great  world  both  eye  and  soul. 
Acknowledge  him  thy  greater ;  sound  his  praise 
In  thy  eternal  course,  both  when  thou  climb'st. 
And  when  high  noon  hast  gain'd,  and  when  thou  faUVt. 
Moon,  that  now  meets  the  orient  Sun,  now  flyst,   175 
With  the  fix*d  stars,  fix'd  in  their  orb  that  flies, 

ISt.  This  pnyer  is  a  close  imitation  of  the  148th  Pnlmt  MS 
slso  tint  Canticle  in  our  Liturgy  taken  from  iL 
1S5.  Wted.  xiii.  345. 

103.  Hoy  ifrithout  ntght,  without  such  nlg:ht  as  oavit  is  ths 
Anthor  afterward  explatM  it.  Book  ri.  8.   ,  . 

ITS.  Bocley  pt«paie<  to  read  '  him  Creafar,' for  '  thy  grcaasr.* 
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And  ye  fiya  othar  wand'ring  fires  that  mora 
In  myadc  dance  not  without  mng,  reaound 
Mia  praise,  who  out  of  darkness  call'd  up  light. 
Air,  and  ye  Elements,  the  oldest  birth  IM 

Of  Nature's  womb,  that  in  quaternion  run 
Perpetual  circle,  multiform,  and  mix 
And  nourish  all  things ;  let  your  ceaseless  change 
Vary  to  our  great  Maker  still  new  praise. 
Ye  Mists  and  Exhalations- that  now  rise  185 

From  hill  or  steaming  lake,  dusky  or  grey, 
nil  the  Sun  paint  your  fleecy  skirts  with  gold. 
In  honour  to  the  world's  great  Author  rise. 
Whether  to  deck  with  clouds  th'  uncolour'd  sky. 
Or  wet  the  thirsty  earth  with  falling  show'rs,       IM 
Rising  or  falling  still  advance  his  praise. 
His  praiae,  ye  Winds,  that  from  four  quarters  blow 
Breathe  soft  or  loud ;  and  wave  your  tops,  ye  Pinesb 
With  every  plant ;  in  sign  of  worship  wave. 
Fountains,  and  ye  that  warble,  as  ye  flow,  lOf 

Melodious  murmurs,  warbling  tune  his  praise. 
Join  Toices  all  ye  living  Souls ;  ye  Birds, 
That  singing  up  to  Heaven-gate  ascend. 
Bear  on  your  wings  and  in  your  notes  his  praise* 
Ye  that  in  waters  glide,  and  ye  that  wa]k  200 

The  earth,  and  stately  tread,  or  lowly  creep. 
Witness  if  I  be  silent,  moru  or  ev'n. 
To  hill  or  valley,  fountain,  or  fresh  shade. 
Made  vocal  by  my  song,  and  taught  his  praise. 
Hail  Universal  Lord,  be  bounteous  still  20S 

To  give  us  only  good ;  and  if  the  night 
Have  gather'd  aught  of  evil,  or  c^nceal'd. 
Disperse  it,  as  now  light  dispels  the  dark. 
So  pray'd  they  innocent,  and  to  their  thoughts 

197.  Soul  h  here  used  as  in  Scripture,  freqaently  to  dgnify  any 
iivlDf  tblof. 

909.  The  coromentatoTi  have  exercised  their  infenidty  to  ex> 
plain  why  Milton  used  tlie  singular  /  in  this  line  when  u  would 
seen  that  hoth  Adam  and  Eve  were  expressing  theniselvea  in  tha 
hymn.  Bentley  reads  we,  which  if  right,  would  do  away  with 
the  difBculty  at  once.  Others,  among  which  are  Newton  and 
Dr.  Pearce,  think  the  prayer  was  intended  to  be  interlocotorr, 
which  would  also  explain  it,  but  I  imagine  that  from  Milton*i 
known  opinion  on  the  subject  of  female  modesty  and  subjertion, 
it  Is  easy  to  suppose  he  never  intended  to  represent  Eve  as  au 
tibly  accompanying  tiie  devotious  of  her  husband.  This  idea  mc 
hR  atrengtltened  by  referring  to  i  Cor.  xiv.  34.  and  1  Tim.  ik  II. 
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Finn  peace  recoTcr'd  notm,  and  wonted  calm.       SU 

On  to  their  momingr's  rural  work  they  haste*. 

Among  sweet  dews  and  flow'rs ;  where  any  row 

(H  tndtrtnes  orex^woody  reached  too  far 

Their  pampered  boughs,  and  needed  hands  to  check 

Fruitless  embraces ;  or  they  led  the  rine  2ia 

To  wed  her  elm ;  she  spoused  about  him  twines 

Her  marriageable  arms,  and  with  her  brings 

Her  dow'r  th'  adopted  clusters,  to  adorn 

His  barren  leaves.    Them  thus  employ'd  beheld 

With  pity  HeavVs  high  King,  and  to  him  caU'd  sao 

Raphael,  the  sociable  Spirit,  that  deign'd 

To  traTel  with  Tobias,  and  secured 

His  marriage  with  the  sev'ntimes-wedded  maid. 

Raphael,  said  he,  thou  hear'st  what  stir  on  Karth 
Satan  from  Hell,  'scaped  thro'  the  darksome  gulf,  229 
Hath  raised  in  Paradise,  and  how  disturb'd 
This  night  the  human  pair,  how  he  designs 
In  them  at  once  to  ruin  all  mankind. 
Go,  therefiare,  half  this  day  as  friend  with  friend 
Conrerse  with  Adam,  in  what  bow'r  or  shade       230 
Thou  find'st  him  from  the  heat  of  noon  retired. 
To  respite  his  day-labour  with  repast. 
Or  with  repose ;  and  such  discourse  bring  on 
As  may  advise  him  of  his  happy  state. 
Happiness  in  his  pow'r  left  free  to  will,  23ff 

Left  to  his  own  free  will,  his  will  though  free. 
Yet  mutable  ;  whence  warn  him  to  beware 
He  swerve  not  too  secure.    Tell  him  withal 
His  danger,  and  from  whom ;  what  enemy, 
Late  fall'n  himself  from  Heav'n,  is  plotting  now  210 
The  fall  of  others  from  like  state  of  bliss. 
By  violence  ?  No,  for  that  shall  be  withstood ; 
But  by  deceit  and  lies.    This  let  him  know. 
Lest  wilfully  transgressing  he  pretend 
Surprisal,  unadmonish'd,  unforewam'd.  241 

So  spake  th'  Eternal  Father,  and  fulfill'd 
All  justice :  nor  delay'd  the  winged  Saint 

914.  Pamper*d,  from  pampre,  orergroxnn  with  leave*. 

S94.  See  TsMO,  Lib.  Can.  ix.  at.  S8,  which  Milton  mciim 

here  to  have  bad  in  view. 

344.  See  also  Tamo,  Can.  ix.  CO.    'The  description  of  tlie  rt» 

fcendinif  aofel  is  apltx  did  In  both  poets,  and  they  may  be  pre 

fctaHv  compared. 
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Alter  his  duurge  received ;  but  firom  among 

TluHUUid  celestial  Ardors,  where  he  stood 

Veil'd  with  his  gorgeous  wings*  up  springing  light  !I80 

Flew  through  the  midst  of  Heav'n ;  th'  angelic  choirsi 

On  each  hand  parting,  to  his  speed  gave  way 

Through  all  ih'  empyreal  road  ;  till  at  the  gate 

Of  Heav'n  arrived,  the  gate  s^-open'd  wide 

On  golden  hinges  turning,  as  by  work  2S5 

Divine  the  Sovereign  Architect  had  framed. 

From  hence  no  cloud,  or,  to  obstruct  his  sight. 

Star  interposed,  however  small,  he  sees. 

Not  unconform  to  other  shining  globes. 

Earth  and  the  gard'n  of  6od«  with  cedars  crown'd 

Above  all  hills.    As  when  by  night  the  glass        961 

Of  Galileo,  less  assured,  observes 

Imagined  lands  and  regions  in  the  moon  : 

Or  pilot,  from  amidst  the  Cyclades 

Delos  or  Samos  first  appearing,  kens  26f 

A  cloudy  spot.    Down  thither  prone  in  flight 

He  speeds,  and  through  the  vast  ethereal  sky 

Sails  between  worlds  and  worlds,  with  steady  wing 

Now  on  the  polar  winds,  then  with  quick  fan 

Winnows  the  buxom  air  :  till  within  soar  270 

Of  tow'ring  eagles,  to  all  the  fowls  he  seems 

A  Phoenix,  gazed  by  all,  as  that  sole  bird, 

When  to  inshrine  his  reliques  in  the  Sun's 

Bright  temple,  to  Egyptian  Thebes  he  flies. 

At  once  on  th'  eastern  chff'  of  Paradise  27t 

He  lights,  and  to  his  proper  shape  returns, 

A  seraph  wing'd ;  six  wing^  he  wore,  to  shade 


340.  Ardorif  Seraphim,  which  has  the  same  meaning  in  He- 
brew. 

354.  So  Homer  makei  the  gates  of  Heaven  o{)en  to  tiie  gods, 
II.  ▼.  749. 

398.  The  word  Mnp  must  be  understood  after  star. 

963.  Oalileo  first  used  the  telescope  in  aHtronomical  observations. 
The  Cyclades,  of  which  Delos  and  Samos  are  two,  are  islands  in 
the  Archipelago. 

973.  The  Phcenix  has  the  epithet  sole  applied  to  it,  because  it  is 
■aid  that  but  one  exists  at  a  time.  1 1  is  described  as  very  beautiful, 
and  living  several  hundred  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  it 
bams  itself  on  a  pile  prepared  of  aromatic  wood  ;  from  its  ashes 
•prints  its  solitary  successor,  which  immediately  flies  with  the 
remaliis  of  its  predecessor  to  Thebes,  in  Egypt,  where  it  repodti 
them  in  the  temple  of  the  Sun. 

STf.  His  proper  shape,  thai  ia  which  be  stemed  Is  have 
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Hi«  lineaments  divine ;  the  pair  that  clad 

Each  shoulder  broad,  came  mantling  o'er  his  hrMMt 

With  regal  ornament ;  the  middle  pair  SM 

Girt  like  a  starry  zone  his  waist,  and  roond 

Skirted  his  loins  and  thighs  with  dovmy  gold 

And  celoan  dipt  in  Heay'n ;  the  third  his  feet 

Shadow'd  from  either  heel  with  feather'd  mail, 

8ky-tinctared  grain.    Like  Maia's  son  he  stood,    18f 

And  shook  his  plumes,  that  heav'nly  fragrance  fill'd 

The  circuit  wide.    Straight  knew  him  all  the  bands 

Of  Angels  imder  watch ;  and  to  his  state, 

And  to  his  message  high  in  honour  rise ; 

For  on  some  message  high  they  gness'd  him  bound. 

Their  glitt'ring  tents  he  pass'd,  and  now  is  come  SOI 

Into  the  blissful  field,  through  groves  of  myrrh 

And  flow'ring  odours,  cassia,  nard,  and  balm  : 

A  wilderness  of  sweets ;  for  Nature  here 

Wanton'd  as  in  her  prime,  and  play'd  at  will       908 

Her  virgin  fancies,  pouring  forth  more  sweet, 

Wild  above  rule  or  art,  enormous  bliss. 

Him  through  the  spicy  forest  onward  come 

Adam  discern 'd,  as  in  the  door  he  sat 

Of  his  cool  bow'r,  while  now  the  mounted  Sun     30C 

Shot  down  direct  his  fervid  rays  to  warm 

Earth's  inmost  womb,  more  warmth  than  Adam  needs  t 

And  Eve  within,  due  at  her  hour  prepared 

For  dinner  sav'ry  fruits,  of  taste  to  please 

True  appetite,  and  not  disrelish  thirst  30i 

Of  nect'rons  draughts  between,  from  milky  stream. 

Berry  or  grrape.    To  whom  thus  Adam  call'd: 

Haste  hither.  Eve,  and,  worth  thy  sight,  behold 
Eastward  among  those  trees,  what  glorious  shape 
Comes  this  way  moving ;  seems  another  mom     311 
Risen  on  mid-noon ;  some  great  behest  from  Heav'a 
To  us  perhaps  he  brings,  and  will  vouchsafe 
This  day  to  be  our  guest.    But  go  with  speed. 
And  what  thy  stores  contain  bring  forth,  and  ponr 

9B4.  A  beautiful  somparison— feathen  lie  over  one  another  Uk« 
Jse  plaits  of  a  coat  of  mail.  _     . 

985.  MaiaU  soUf  Mercury :  see  Iliad  xxiir.  339.  iEn.  It.  S38. 

S99.  Gen.  xyiii.  1    where  Abraham  is  described  sitClaf  In  tbt 
4oor  of  the  tent.  .     ..,  ^       ^   .. 

310.  Nothing  can  be  conceired  more  splendid  nan  the  idea  «oii* 
veved  In  the  saor*  description  of  Raphael's  glory.    In  Martno^ ' 
Adonis  there  l»  a  siroi'ar  one,  C.  U.  at.  97. 
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Abundance,  fit  to  bonour  and  receiYC 

Our  hear'nly  stranger :  well  we  may  afford 

Our  givers  their  own  gifts,  and  large  bestow 

From  large  bestow'd,  where  Nature  multiplies 

Her  fertile  gnrowth,  and  by  disbnrd'ning  grows 

More  £ruitful ;  which  instructs  us  not  to  spare.     SM 

To  whom  thus  Ere :  Adam,  earth's  hallow'd  mould. 
Of  God  inspired,  small  store  will  serve,  where  store. 
All  seasons,  ripe  for  use  hang^  on  the  stalk, 
Save  what  by  frugal  storing  firmness  gains 
To  nourish,  and  superfluous  moist  consumes:         32A 
But  I  will  haste,  and  from  each  bow  and  brake. 
Each  plant  and  juciest  gourd,  will  pliu;k  such  choica 
To  entertain  our  Angel  guest,  as  he 
Beholding  shall  confess,  that  here  on  Earth 
God  hath  dispensed  his  bounties  as  in  Heav'n.      3S0 

So  saying,  with  dispatchful  looks  in  haste 
She  turns,  on  hospitable  thoughts  iuteut 
What  choice  to  choose  for  delicacy  beat, 
What  order,  so  contrived  as  not  to  mix 
Tastes,  not  well  join'd,  inelegant,  but  bring  839 

Taste  after  taste  upheld  with  kiudliest  change  ; 
Bestirs  her  then,  and  from  each  tender  suitk 
Whatever  Earth,  all-bearintr  mother,  yields 
In  India  East  or  West,  or  middle  shore 
In  Pontus  or  the  Punic  coa^iJt,  or  where  340 

Alcinous  reign'd,  fruit  of  all  kinds,  in  coat 
Rough  or  smooth  rined,  or  bearded  husk,  or  shell. 
She  gathers,  tribute  large,  and  on  the  board 
Heaps  with  unsparing  hand.    For  drink,  the  grape 
She  crushes,  inoffensive  must,  and  mcaths  34A 

From  many  a  berry,  and  from  sweet  kernels  press'd 
She  tempers  dulcet  creams,  nor  these  to  hold 
Wants  her  fit  vessels  pure,  then  strews  the  (rroand 
With  rose  and  odours  from  the  shrub  unfumed. 

Mean  while  our  primitive  great  sire,  to  meet    35t 
His  god-like  guest,  walks  forth,  without  more  train 


-  Vhoiee  to  choose:  an  alliteration  not  uncommon  to  MUloa 
•I  tli«  daaaics. 

MO.  In  PoHttUf  part  of  Asia;  the  Punic  coast,  Africa;  tha 
WaMMB  o(  Alcinous,  Pbceada,  an  island  in  the  Ionian  Sea,  Mtf 

Mfti  Meaihs,  twaeC  drialu. 
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Acowapaay'd  than  with  his  own  ooBipleM  I 

PerfecUoBS  :  iu  himself  was  all  his  state,  } 

More  solenm  than  the  tedious  pomp  Uiat  waits 

On  princes,  when  their  rich  retinue  lung  S9S 

Of  horses  led,  and  grooms  besmear'd  with  g«Ul, 

Dazzles  the  crowd,  and  sets  them  all  agape. 

Nearer  his  presence  Adam,  though  not  awed. 

Yet  with  submiss  approach  and  rer'rence  mc^. 

As  to'  a  superior  nature,  bowing  low,  MO 

Thus  said.:  Native  of  Heav'n,  for  other  place 

None  can  than  Heav'n  such  glorious  shape  contida ; 

Since  by  descending  from  the  thrones  aboTe, 

Those  happy  places  thou  hast  deign'd  a  while 

To  want,  and  honour  these,  vouchsafe  with  us      889 

Two  only,  who  yet  by  sov'reign  gift  possess 

This  spacious  ground,  in  yonder  shady  boVr 

To  rest,  and  what  the  garden  choicest  beam 

To  sit  and  taste,  till  this  meridian  heat 

Be  over,  and  the  Sua  more  cool  decline.  S7t 

Whom  thus  th'  angelic  virtue  answered  mild; 
Adam,  I  therefore  came ;  nor  art  thou  such 
Created,  or  such  place  hast  here  to  dwell. 
As  may  not  oft  invite,  though  Spirits  of  Hear'n* 
To  visit  thee.    Lead  on  then  where  thy  bow'r      a7S 
O'ershades ;  for  these  mid  hours,  till  ev'ning  rise, 
I  have  at  will.    So  to  the  sylvan  lodge 
They  came,  that  like  Pomona's  arbour  smiled 
With  flow'rets  deck'd  and  fragrant  smells ;  but  E^e 
Undeck'd  save  with  herself,  more  lovely  fair        880 
Than  Wood-Nymph,  or  the  fairest  Qoddess  feiga'd 
Of  three  that  in  mount  Ida  naked  stroTe« 
Stood  to'  entertain  her  guest  from  Heav'n.    No  T«il 
She  needed^  virtue-proof;  no  thought  infirm 
Alter'd  her  cheek.    On  whom  the  Ai^gel,  Hail      885 
Bestow'd ;  the  holy  salutation  used 
Long  after  to  blest  Mary,  second  Eve. 

Hail  Mother  of  Mankind,  whose  fruitful  wumb 
Shall  fill  the  world  more  num'rous  with  thy  sons. 
Than  with  these  various  fruits  the  trees  of  God     890 

S5S.  JTtM  ahoHld  be  expanded  accoTMofr  <o  Beatlcv,  as  It  k 
taperfliMw.  3?8.  Pomona,  the  g^oddeM  of  frmtptrecf. 

MS.  Ina)lution  to  the  Judsrmeat  of  Piurto  brtweea  Venui,  Joao^ 
aad  Mlnenra. 

»7.  tAe  4.  SU  6. 
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Hare  hotp'd  this  taUe.    RaiMd  of  gnfl«f  tart 
Their  table  was,  aad  vumbj  seats  had  xtmnd* 
And  on  her  amj^e  square,  from  side  to  side. 
All  autunn  piled,  tbo'  qpring  and  aatonin  here 
Danced  hand  in  hand.    A  while  discourse  they  held  { 
No  lear  lest  dinner  cool ;  when  thus  began  MM 

Our  author :  Heav'nly  strangper,  please  to  taste 
These  bounties  which  our  Nourisher^^firom  whom 
AU  perfect  good,  unmeasured  out,  descends. 
To  us  for  food,  and  for  delight  hath  caused  4M 

The  earth  to  yield ;  unsay'ry  food  perhaps 
To  spiritual  natures :  only  this  I  know. 
That  one  celestial  Father  gives  to  all. 

To  whom  the  Angel :  Therefore,  what  he  gives 
(Whose  praise  be  ever  sung)  to  Man  in  part         4M 
Spiritual,  may  of  purest  Spirits  be  found 
No'  ingpratelul  food :  and  food  alike  those  pure 
Intelligential  substances  require. 
As  doth  your  rational ;  and  both  contain 
Within  them  ev'ry  lower  faciQty  419 

Of  sense,  whereby  they  hear,  see,  smeU,  touch,  tast»» 
Tasting  concoct,  digest,  assimilate. 
And  corporeal  to  incorporeal  turn. 
Vor  know,  whatever  was  created,  needs 
To  be  sustain'd  and  fed :  of  elements  419 

The  grosser  feeds  the  purer ;  earth  the  sea. 
Earth  and  the  sea  feed  air ;  the  air  those  ftres 
Ethereal,  and  as  lowest  first  the  moon ; 
Whence  in  her  visage  round  those  spots,  unpuvged 
Yapours  not  yet  into  her  substance  tum'd. 
Nor  doth  the  moon  no  nourishment  exhale 
WrtnB  her  moist  continent  to  higher  tnfim* 
The  Sun,  that  light  imparts  to  all,  receives 
VWmi  all  his  aKmental  recompense 
In  humid  exhalations,  and  at  even 
Sups  with  the  ocean.    Though  in  Heav'n  the  trete 
Of  life  ambrosial  fruitage  bear,  and  viues 
Yield  nectar ;  though  from  off  the  boughs  each  mom 
We  brush  melKfluous  dews,  and  find  the  ground 
eover'd  with  pearly  grain,  yet  God  hath  here      43( 

4SI.  A  LattniMn. 
4St.  See  Pfe.  cv.  40w  RzodMs  x«i.  M.  Matt.  xxlv.  99.  aaA  Rsf« 

a. 
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▼ary'A  Us  bounty  fo  with  new  deligbtSt 

As  may  oonip«re  with  Hearen ;  and  to  taste 

Think  not  I  shall  be  nice.    So  down  they  sa^ 

And  to  their  viands  fell ;  nor  seemingly 

Tlie  Angely  nor  in  mist,  the  common  gloss  48B 

Of  Theologians;  but  with  keen  dispatch 

Of  real  hvnger  and  concoctire  heat 

To  transnbstantiate :  what  redounds,  traniqdrsa 

trough  Sjdriti  with  ease :  nor  wonder,  if  by  ftre 

Of  sooty  ooal  th*  empyric  alchemist  4M 

Can  tun,  or  holds  it  possible  to  tarn, 

Metals  of  drossiest  ore  to  perfect  gcdd, 

As  from  the  mine.    Mean  while  at  table  Eve 

Ministered  naked,  and  their  flowing  cnps 

'^th  feasant  liquors  crown'd.    O  innocence       44S 

Deserving  Paradise !  if  ever,  then, 

Then  had  the  socs  of  God  excuse  to'  hare  been 

Enamour'd  at  thy  sight ;  but  in  those  hearts 

LoTe  unlibidinous  rcign'd,  nor  jealousy 

Was  understood,  the  injured  lover's  HelL  450 

Thus,  when  with  meats  and  drinks  they  had  sufficed, 
Not  burden'd  nature,  sudden  mind  arose 
In  Adam,  not  to  let  th'  occasion  pass 
Gir'n  him  by  this  great  conference,  to  know 
Of  things  above  his  world,  and  of  their  being       455 
Who  dwell  in  Heav'n,  whose  excellence  he  saw 
Transcend  his  own  so  far,  whose  radiant  forms 
Divine  effulgence,  whose  high  pow'r  so  far 
Exceeded  human ;  and  his  wary  speech 
Thus  to  th'  empyreal  minister  he  framed :  4M 

Inhabitant  with  God,  now  know  I  well 
Thy  favour  in  this  honour  done  to  Man, 
Under  whose  lowly  roof  thou  hast  vouchsafed 
To  enter,  and  these  earthly  fruits  to  taste. 
Food  not  of  Angels,  yet  accepted  so,  4dl 

As  that  more  MdlUngly  thou  couldst  not  seen 


43$.  It  was  the  opiniou  of  roost  thcoloe:iant  that  the  anrels  did 
not  est,  their  opinion  bein>?  fonnded  on  tome  metaphyaicsl  no- 
tiomt,  and  on  a  panage  in  Tobit  iii.  19.  Bat  Milton  teema  to  b« 
iiKdaf>d  br  the  canonical  Scripture.    See  6eu.  xvlii.  and  xlx. 

43S.  nk  if  a  fine  distinction  between  the  proceaica  of  iigt*' 
llos  *n  men  and  ang^eis. 

440.  Empyric,  maldng'  many  experiments 

44ft.  To  emm  Ike  evp,  it  a  claadcal  ezpreaaksk 

447.  Oen.  vi.  S. 
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At  Heav'n'f  high  feasts  to'  have  fed:  yet  what 

To  whom  the  winged  Hierarch  reply'd :        ipnm  1 
O  Adam,  one  Almit^ty  is,  from  whom 
All  things  proceed,  and  up  to  him  return,  470 

If  not  depraycd  from  good,  created  all 
Such  to  perfection,  one  first  matter  all, 
Endued  with  various  forms,  various  degrees 
Of  substance,  and  in  things  that  life,  of  life : 
But  more  refined,  more  spirituous,  and  pure,         475 
As  nearer  to  him  placed,  or  nearer  tending 
Each  in  their  sev'ral  active  spheres  assig^'d. 
Till  body  up  to  spirit  work,  in  bounds 
Proportion'd  to  each  kind.    So  from  the  root 
Springs  lighter  the  green  stalk,  from  thence  the  leaTes 
More  aery,  last  the  bright  consummate  flow'r       481 
Spirits  od6ro us  breathes:  flow'rs  and  their  fruit, 
Man's  nourishment,  by  gradual  scale  sublimed. 
To  vital  spirits  aspire,  to  animal. 
To  intellectual :  give  both  life  and  sense,  48$ 

Fancy  and  understanding;  whence  the  soul 
Reason  receives,  and  reason  is  her  being 
Discursive  or  intuitive :  discourse 
Is  oftest  yours ;  the  latter  most  is  ours, 
Diff 'ring  but  in  degree  ;  of  kind  the  same.  4M 

Wonder  not  then,  what  Gud  for  you  saw  good. 
If  1  refuse  not,  but  convert,  as  you. 
To  proper  substance :  time  may  come,  when  Men 
With  Angels  may  participate,  and  find 
No  incunveuiciit  diet,  nor  too  light  fare  ;  495 

And  from  these  corp'ral  nutriments,  perhaps 
Your  bodies  may  at  last  turn  all  to  spirit. 
Improved  by  tract  of  time,  and  wing'd  ascend 
Ethereal,  as  we,  or  may  at  choice 
Here  or  in  heav'nly  Paradises  dwell ;  508 

If  ye  be  found  obedient,  and  retain 
Unalterably  firm  his  love  entire. 
Whose  progeny  you  are.    Mean  while  enjoy 
Your  fill  what  happiness  thia  happy  state 

478.  The  reader  nay  rerj  profitably  consult  a  vclnme  of  ser* 
BioDs  iaielY  published  by  Dr.  A.  Clarke,  in  which  he  will  find 
tome  exceUent  observations  on  Milton's  materialism.  I  am  lii> 
cllned,  however,  to  believe  that  the  poet  meant  lo  convey  no 
other  idea  than  that  derived  from  I  Cor.  xv.  44» 

503.  Acts  xvii.  as. 
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Gaa  oompnliend,  incapable  of  more.  000 

To  whom  the  patriarch  of  mankind  TvjAj*d  t 
O  faToiirable  Spirit,  propitious  guest, 
WA  htist  thou  taught  the  way  that  might  direct 
Our  knowledge,  and  the  scale  of  nature  set 
From  centre  to  circumference,  whereon  AM 

In  contemplation  of  created  things. 
By  steps  we  may  ascend  to  God.    But  say, 
What  meant  that  caution  join'd.  If  ye  be  found 
Obedient  t    Cftn  we  want  obedience  then 
To  him,  or  possibly  his  love  desert,  51ft 

Who  fonn'd  us  from  the  dust,  and  placed  us  here 
Fun  to  the  utmost  measure  of  what  bliss 
Unman  desire  can  seek  or  apprehend  ? 

To  whnn  the  Angel :  Son  of  Heav'n  and  Earth, 
Attend.    That  thou  art  hajypy,  owe  to  God ;  6S0 

That  thou  continuest  such,  owe  to  thyself; 
That  is,  to  thy  obedience :  therein  Dtand. 
Thk  was  that  caution  giv'n  thee ;  be  advised. 
God  made  thee  perfect,  not  immutable ; 
And  good  he  made  thee ;  but  to  persevere  5SS 

He  left  it  in  tiiy  jMw'r;  ordain'd  thy  will 
By  nature  free,  not  over-ruled  by  fate 
Inextricable,  or  strict  necessity, 
Our  Toluntary  service  he  requires. 
Not  our  necessitated :  such  with  him  530 

Finds  no  acceptance,  nor  can  find ;  for  how 
Can  hearts,  not  free,  be  try'd  whether  they  se  've 
Wining  or  no,  who  will  but  what  they  must 
By  destiny,  and  can  no  other  choose  1 
Myself  and  all  th'  angelic  host,  that  stand  535 

In  sight  of  God  enthroned,  our  happy  state 
Mold,  as  you  yours,  while  our  obedience  holds  : 
On  other  surety  none.    Freely  we  serve. 
Because  we  freely  love,  as  in  our  will 
To  love  or  not :  in  this  we  stand  or  fall :  540 

And  some  are  fall'n,  to  disobedience  fall'n, 

Alt.  Every  part  of  the  vut  system  of  the  universe,  i>  not  only 
esAoected  with  the  n»t  by  a  kind  of  natural  necpssity,  but  the 
cMnexion  la  apparent  to  uie  contemplative  eye  of  reaaon,  and 
kcBce  bavinr  become  acquainted  with  the  lowest  circumstance 
ia  It,  the  mind  i«  carried  gradually  and  easily  on  till  it  Irokt 
davu  from  the  highest  point  on  the  whole  Krand  creation  of  the 
41iiiighty  God. 

G» 
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And  BO  from  Heav'n  to  deepest  Hell.    O  faU) 
From  what  high  state  of  bliss  into  what  woe ! 

To  whom  our  great  progenitor :  Thy  words 
Attentive,  and  with  more  delighted  ear. 
Divine  Instructor,  I  have  heard,  than  when 
Cherubic  songs  by  night  from  neighboring  hills 
A(fa*eal  music  send  :  nor  knew  I  not 
To  be  both  will  and  deed. created  free ; 
Yet  that  we  never  shall  forget  to  love  490 

Our  Maker,  and  obey  him  whose  command 
Single  is  yet  so  just,  my  constant  thoughts 
Assured  me',  and  still  assure :  tho'  what  thou  tell'sl 
Hath  pass'd  in  Heav'n,  some  doubt  within  me  move. 
But  more  desire  to  hear,  if  thou  consent,  66i 

The  full  relation,  which  must  needs  be  strange^ 
Worthy  of  sacred  silence  to  be  heard  ; 
And  we  have  yet  large  day  ;  for  scarce  the  Sun 
Hath  finish'd  half  his  journey',  and  scarce  begins 
His  other  half  in  the  great  3M>ne  of  Heav'n.  5<W 

Thus  Adam  made  request :  and  Raphael, 
After  short  pause,  assenting,  thus  began  : 

High  matter  thou  enjoin'st  me',  O  prime  of  men» 
Sad  task  and  hard ;  for  how  shall  I  relate 
To  human  sense  th'  invisible  exploits  065 

Of  warring  Spirits  1    How  without  remorse 
The  ruin  of  so  many,  glorious  once 
And  perfect  while  they  stood  1    How  last  unfold 
The  secrets  of  another  world,  perhaps 
Not  lawful  to  reveal  1  yet  for  thy  pood  570 

This  is  dispensed  ;  and  what  surmounts  the  reach 
Of  human  sense,  I  shall  delineate  so. 
By  lik'ning  spiritual  to  corp'ral  forms, 
As  may  express  them  best :  though  what  if  Earth 
Be  but  the  shadow'  of  Heav'n,  and  things  therein  575 
Each  to'  other  like,  more  than  on  earth  is  thought! 

As  yet  this  world  was  not,  and  Chaos  wild 
Reign'd  where  these  Heav'ns  now  roll,  where  Eartk 

now  rests 
Upon  her  centre  poised ;  when  on  a  day 
(For  time,  though  in  eternity,  apply'd  58i 

To  motion,  measures  all  things  durable 

851.  In  allusioD  to  the  command  not  to  est  of  tl  e  If  ee  of  kaoVr 
Mge. 
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By  preseirt,  part,  and  fatar«;  on  such  4ay 

Ab  Hear'n's  great  year  brings  forth,  th'  cmpyieil ! 

Of  angels  by  imperial  summons  call'd. 

Innumerable  before  th'  Almighty's  thrwue 

Forthwith  from  all  the  ends  of  Hear'n  appettr'4 

Under  their  Hierarchs  in  ord«r  bright : 

Ten  thousand  thousand  ensigns  Ugh  adraneedy 

Standards  and  gonfUons  'twixt  ran  and  rear 

Stream  in  the  air,  and  for  distinction  serre 

Of  hierarchies,  of  orders,  and  degrees ; 

Or  in  their  glitt'ring  tissues  bear  emblaaed 

Holy  memorials,  acts  of  leid  and  lore 

Recorded  eminent.    Th«8  when  in  oriw 

Of  circuit  inexpressible  they  stood. 

Orb  within  orb,  the  Father  ininite. 

By  whom  in  bliss  imbosom'd  sat  tiie  Son, 

Amidst  as  from  a  flaming  mount,  whose  top 

Brightness  had  made  invisible,  thus  spake : 

Hear,  all  ye  Angels,  progeny  of  light, 
Thrones,  Dominations,  Princedoms,  Virtues,  Pow*n» 
Hear  my  decree,  which  unrevoked  shall  ttaaiA : 
This  day  I  have  begot  whom  I  declare 
My  only  Son  ;  and  on  this  holy  hill 
Him  have  anointed,  whom  ye  now  behold  (MS 

At  my  right  hand ;  your  Head  I  him  appoint ; 
And  by  myself  have  sworn,  to  him  shall  bow 
All  knees  in  Heav'n,  and  shall  confess  him  Lord : 
Under  his  great  vicegerent  reign  abide 
United  as  one  individual  sonl,  91% 

For  ever  happy.    Him  who  disobejrs, 
Me  disobeys,  breaks  union,  and  that  day 
Cast  out  from  God,  and  blessed  vision,  falls 
Into'  utter  darkness,  deep  ingulph'd,  his  place 
Ordain'd  without  redemption,  without  endt  61f 

So  spake  th'  Omnipotent :  and  with  his  words 
All  seem'd  well  pleased ;  all  seem'd,but  were  not  tSL 
That  day,  as  oCher  solemn  days,  they  spent 

183.  Milton  li  believed  to  have  had  Plato's  Idea  in  tUt  tacpn^ 
itoB,  the  latter  makinf  the /real  year  to  be  the  revoladoa  of  all 
Um  apherec.   See  alio  Job  1. 0.    I  Kings  ndl.  It. 

S89.  A  fim/alonj  a  streamer  or  banner* 

598.  Exodus  six, 

fse.  Thia,  as  the  former  speech,  is  Rnstiy  detfrnsd  froni  8a1|f* 
Inre.   SoePa.U.6,7.   O^n. xxil.  16.    PUkiLn^fl, 
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In  9€ng  and  dance  about  the  lacred  hiU ; 

Mj^tical  dance,  which  yonder  starry  sphere 

Of  planets  and  of  fix'd,  in  all  her  wheels 

Resembles  nearest,  mazes  intricater 

Eccentric,  intervolved,  yet  regular 

Then  most,  when  most  uregular  they  seem ; 

And  in  their  motions  harmony  divine 

So  smooths  her  charming  tones,  that  God^s  own  ear 

Liatens  delighted.    Evening  now  approach'd 

(For  we  have  also'  our  ev'ning  and  our  mom. 

We  ours  for  change  delectable,  not  need) 

Forthwith  from  dance  to  sweet  repast  they  tuna  030 

Desirous ;  all  in  circles  as  they  stood  r 

Tables  are  set,  and  on  a  sudden  piled 

With  angels'  food,  and  rubied  nectar  flows- 

In  pearl,  in  diamond,  and  massy  gold. 

Fruit  of  delicious  vines,  tbe  growth  of  Heav'n.    089 

On  flow'rs  reposed,  and  with  fresh  flow 'rets  crown'df 

They  eat,  they  drink,  and  in  communion  sweet 

QuaiT  innnortality  and  joy,  secure 

Of  surfeit,  where  full  measure  only  bounds 

Excess,  before  th'  All-bounteous  King,  who  show'Kd 

With  copious  hand,  rejoicing  in  their  joy.  641 

New  when  ambrosial  night  with  clouds  exhaled 

From  that  high  mount  of  God,  whence  light  and  shade 

Spring  both,  the  face  of  brightest  Heav'n  had  cbang'd 

To  grateful  twilight  (for  nigbt  comes  not  there     64i 

In  darker  veil)  and  roseate  dews  disposed 

All  but  th'  unsleeping  eyes  of  God  to  rest : 

Wide  over  all  the  plain,  and  wider  f^r 

Than  all  this  globous  earth  in  plain  outspread 

(Such  are  the  courts  of  God)  th'  angelic  throng,  050 

Dispersed  in  bands  and  files,  their  camp  extend 

By  living  streams  among  the  trees  of  life. 

Pavilions  numberless,  and  sudden  rear'd. 

Celestial  tabernacles,  where  they  slept 

Fann'd  with  eool  winds ;  sare  those  who  in  their  oonno 

Melodious  hymns  about  the  sovereign  throne         OM 

dtt.  It  wu  the  opinion  of  tlie  Pjitiagorean  philosophen,  thila 
most  exquisite  music  was  produeea  by  tlie  mnuon  of  ttie  ^plieNSi 
■ome  allusion  to  it  Is  made  in  Job  xxxviii.  37. 

633.  Rnhied  nectar ;  borrowed  from  Homer. 

637.  And  with  refection  iweet,  la  the  first  edition. 

649.  Ambrotimlf^n  Homeric  epithet.  647.  Ps.  cxxL4. 
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Alternate  all  nigltt  long :  but  not  so  waked 

Satan ;  ao  call  him  now,  his  former  name 

Is  heard  no  more  in  Heay'n ;  he  of  the  first* 

If  not  the  first  Arch-Angel,  gpreat  in  pow'r,  poi 

In  faTour,  and  pre-eminence,  yet  fraught 

With  envy  'gainst  the  Son  of  Ck>d,  that  day 

Honour'd  by  his  great  Father,  and  proclaim'd 

Messiah  King  anointed,  cotild  not  bear 

Through  pride  that  sight,  and  thought  himself  im- 

pair'd.  060 

Deep  malice  thence  conceiving,  and  disdain. 
Soon  as  midnight  brought  on  the  dusky  hour 
Friendliest  to  sleep  and  silence,  he  res^ved 
With  all  his  legions  to  dislodge,  and  leave 
Unworshipp'd,  unobey'd  the  throne  supreme        870 
Contemptuous,  and  his  next  subordinate 
Awak'ning,  thus  to  him  in  secret  spake :  [cIoa« 

Sleep'st  thou,  companion  dear?  What  sleep  can 
Thy  eye-lids  1  and  remember'st  what  decree 
Of  yesterday,  so  late  bath  paas'd  the  lips  67A 

Of  Heay'n's  Almighty!  Thou  to  me  thy  thoughts 
Wast  wont,  I  mine  to  thee  was  wont  to'  impart ; 
Both  waking  we  were  one ;  how  then  can  now 
Thy  sleep  dissent  1  New  laws  thou  seest  imposed ; 
New  laws  from  him  who  reigns,  new  minds  may  raise 
la  us  who  serve,  new  counsels  to  debate  661 

What  doubtful  may  ensue :  more  in  this  place 
To  utter  is  not  safe.    Assemble  thou 
Of  all  those  myriads  which  we  lead  the  chief; 
Tell  them  that  by  command,  ere  yet  dim  night    685 
Her  shadowy  cloud  withdraws,  I  am  to  haste. 
And  all  who  under  me  their  banners  wave. 
Homeward  with  fl3ring  march  where  we  possess 
The  quarters  of  the  north ;  there  to  prepare 
Rt  entertainment  to  receive  our  King  001 

The  great  Messiah,  and  Isis  new  commands ; 
Who  speedily  through  all  the  hierarchies 
Intends  to  pass  triumphant,  and  give  laws. 

So  spake  the  false  Arch-Angel,  and  infused 

657.  AUfmate  is  a  verb. 

471.  Beehd>ob  It  here  meant,  who  b  alwsji  repressntsd 

Bfext  In  rank  to  Satan. 

•O.  SBaBaartoi,  4e  paitn  Vinfinis,  iU.  40.    Infsh  xt^  1^  lib 

Jer.  1. 14. 11. 1. 
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Bad  influence  into  th'  nnwary  brsait  0N 

Of  his  associate :  he  together  calls. 
Or  ser'ral  one  by  one,  the  regent  poVts, 
Under  him  regpent :  tells,  as  he  was  taaght. 
That  the  Most  High  commanding,  now  ere  night. 
Now  ere  dim  night  had  disencumher'd  Hear'n,  7M 
The  great  hierarchal  standard  Was  to  more ; 
Tells  the  suggested  caose,  and  casts  between 
Ambigruous  words  and  jealousies,  to  simnd 
Or  taint  integrity :  but  all  obey'd 
The  wonted  signal  and  superior  roice  70ft 

Of  their  g^reat  potentate ;  for  great  indeed 
His  name,  and  high  was  his  degree  in  Hear'n  I 
His  count'nance,  as  the  morning  star  that  g^uides 
The  starry  flock,  allured  them,  and  with  lies 
Drew  after  him  the  third  part  of  Hear'n's  host.  719 
Mean  while  th'  Eternal  Eye,  whose  sight  discerns 
Abstmsest  thought),  from  forth  his  holy  mount, 
And  from  Mrithin  the  golden  lamps  that  bum 
Nightly  before  him,  saw  without  their  light 
Rebellion  rising,  saw  in  whom,  how  spread  719 

Among  the  Scots  of  morn,  what  multitudes 
Were  banded  to  oppose  his  high  decree ; 
And  smiling  to  his  only  Son,  thus  said : 

Son,  thou  in  whom  my  glory  I  behold 
In  full  resplendence.  Heir  of  all  my  might,  738 

Nearly  it  now  concerns  us  to  be  sure 
Of  our  omnipotence,  and  with  what  arms 
We  mean  to  hold  what  anciently  we  claim 
Of  Deity  or  empire ;  such  a  foe 
Is  rising,  who  intends  to'  erect  his  throne  7i5 

Equal  to  ours,  throughout  the  spacious  north  ; 
Nor  so  content,  hath  in  his  thought  to  try 
In  battle  what  our  pow'r  is,  or  our  right. 
Let  us  advise,  and  to  this  haaard  draw 
With  speed  what  force  iJs  left,  and  all  employ       ^ai 
In  our  defence,  lest  unawares  we  lose 
This  our  high  place,  our  sanx^tuary,  our  hill. 

To  whom  the  Son,  with  calm  asptet  and  clear, 

710.  Rev.  xii.  a,  4. 
Til*  Th*  Eternal  Eve  /  thir  exprcadon  must  be  Uken  as  a  na» 
Isaomy  for  God,  to  fi^ive  the  proper  MXtms  to  line  718. 

7IS.  Rev.  iv.  &.  71S.  See  Ps.  U.  1,  ire 

7W.  Heb.  i.  S  S. 


BOOK  y. 

Lightning  divine,  ineffable,  serene. 

Made  answer :  Mighty  Father,  thou  thy  foes        m 

Jostly  hast  in  derision,  and  securt 

Laogh'st  at  their  vain  designs  and  tumults  Taiay 

Matter  to  me  of  glory,  whom  their  hate 

lUustrates,  when  they  see  all  regal  pow'r 

Giy'n  me  to  quell  their  ]nide,  and  in  erent  Mt 

Know  whether  I  be  dextroos  to  sabdne 

Thy  rebels,  or  be  found  the  wont  in  Hear^ 

So  spake  the  Son  ;  but  Satan  with  his  pow*n 
Far  was  advanced  on  winged  speed,  an  host 
Innumerable  as  the  stars  of  night,  74i 

Or  stars  of  morning,  dew-drops,  which  the  Son 
Impearls  on  ev'ry  leaf  and  ev'ry  flow'r. 
Regions  they  pass'd,  the  mighty  regenciw 
Of  Seraphim,  and  Potentates,  and  Thrones, 
In  their  triple  degrees ;  regions  to  whidi  7M 

All  thy  dominion,  Adam,  is  no  more 
Than  what  this  garden  is  to  all  the  earth. 
And  all  the  sea,  ^m  one  entire  globose 
Stretch 'd  into  longitude ;  which  having  pass'd. 
At  length  into  the  limits  of  the  north  7M 

They  came,  and  Satan  to  his  royal  seat 
Higik  on  a  hill,  far  blazing,  as  a  mount 
Raised  on  a  mount,  with  pyramids  and  tow'rs 
From  diamond  quarries  hewn,  and  rocks  of  g^ld ; 
The  palace  of  great  Lucifer  (so  call  7Vt 

That  structure  in  the  dialect  of  men 
Interpreted)  which  not  long  after,  he 
Affecting  all  equality  with  God, 
In  imitation  of  that  mount  whereon 
Messiah  was  declared  in  sight  of  Heav'n,  76i 

The  Mountain  of  the  Congregation  call*d ; 
For  thither  he  assembled  all  bis  train. 
Pretending  so  commanded  to  consult 
About  the  great  reception  of  their  King, 
Thither  to  come,  and  with  calumnious  art  779 

Of  counterfeilted  truth,  thus  held  their  ears ; 

Thrones,  Dominations,  Princedoms,  Virtues, 
Pow'rs, 

784.  Lightning  in  token  for  a  cobstantlve  by  NewtAi>,  but  It  h 
rvideitthr  u  adjective,  or  we  should  have  '  in«fl^ble  li/<'.Uiloir,'  aa 
»K|'Wailoti  Milton  trouldjtever  have  made  unc  of. 
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If  these  magnific  titles  yet  remain 

Mot  merely  titalar»  since  by  decree 

Another  now  hath  to  himself  ingross'd  Tfl 

All  pow'r,  and  us  eclipsed  under  the  name 

Of  King  Anointed,  for  whom  all  this  haste 

Of  midnight  march,  and  hurried  meeting  hero^ 

This  only  to  consult,  how  we  may  best, 

With  what  may  be  derised  of  honours  new,  7t0 

Receive  him  coming  to  receive  from  us 

Knee-tribute  yet  unpaid,  prostration  vile, 

Too  much  to  one,  but  double  how  endured, 

Tq  one  and  to  hia  image  now  proclaim 'd  t 

But  what  if  better  counsels  might  erect  7A5 

Our  minds,  and  teach  us  to  cast  off  this  yoke  t 

Will  ye  submit  your  necks,  and  choose  to  bend 

The  supple  knee  7  Ye  will  not,  if  I  trust 

To  know  ye  right ;  or  if  ye  know  yourselves 

Natives  and  sons  of  Heav'n  possess'd  before  790 

By  none,  and  if  not  equal  all,  yet  free. 

Equally  free ;  for  orders  and  degrees  . 

Jar  not  with  liberty,  but  well  consist. 

Who  can  in  reason  then  or  right  assimie 

Monarchy  over  such  as  live  by  right  795 

Kis  equals,  if  in  pow'r  aud  splendour  less, 

In  freedom  equal  1  or  can  introduce 

Law  and  edict  on  us,  who  without  law 

Err  not  ?  much  less  for  this  to  be  our  Lord, 

And  look  for  adoration  to  th'  abuse  800 

Of  thoAB  imperial  titles  which  assert 

Our  being  ordain'd  to  govern,  not  to  serve. 

Thus  far  his  bold  discourse  without  control 
Had  audience,  when  among  the  Seraphim 
Abdiel,  than  whom  none  with  more  zeal  adored   806 
The  Deity',  and  divine  commands  obey'd. 
Stood  up,  and  in  a  ilame  of  zeal  severe. 
The  current  of  his  fury  thus  opposed : 

O  ai^ument,  blasphemous,  false,  and  proud  I 
Words  which  no  ear  ever  to  hear  in  Hemv*n         SIO 
Expected,  least  of  all  from  thee,  Ingrate, 
In  place  thyself  so  high  above  thy  peers. 

799.  There  is  a  difficulty  in  the  construction  of  this  poMSfe;  Mil 
It  is  explained  by  uklnir  « Cor  this  to  be  our  Lord,'  in  coor"*  ~ 
«lth  *can  introduce  law  and  edict.' 


BOOK  V.  1st 

Oanst  thoQ  with  impious  obloquy  condemn 

The  just  decree  of  God,  pronouuced  and  swom. 

That  to  hin  only  Son,  by  right  endued  819 

With  regal  sceptre,  er'ry  soul  in  Heav'n 

Shall  bend  the  knee,  and  in  that  honour  due 

Confess  him  rightful  King  1  Unjust,  thou  a«y*8t. 

Flatly  unjust,  to  bind  with  laws  the  free. 

And  equal  orer  equabi  to  let  reign,  8St 

One  oyer  all  with  unsucceeded  pow'r. 

Shalt  thou  give  law  to  God  1  Shalt  thou  dispute 

With  him  the  points  of  liberty,  who  made 

■Thee  what  thou  art,  and  form'd  the  pow'rs  of  Hemv'ii 

Such  as  he  pleased,  and  circumscribed  their  being  t 

Vet,  by  experience  taught,  we  know  how  good,    8M 

And  of  our  good  and  of  our  dignity 

How  provident  he  is,  how  far  from  thought 

To  make  us  less,  bent  rather  to  exalt 

Oiu*  happy  state  under  one  head  more  near  830 

United.    But  to  grant  it  thee  unjust. 

That  equal  over  equals  monarch  reign : 

Thyself,  though  great  and  glorious,  dost  thou  count, 

Or  all  angelic  nature  join'd  in  one. 

Equal  to  him  begotten  Son  ?  by  whom  835 

As  by  his  Word  {he  mighty  Father  made 

All  things,  ev'n  thee  ;  and  all  the  Spirits  of  Heav'n 

By  him  created  in  their  bright  degrees, 

Crown'd  them  with  glory',  and  to  their  glory  named 

Thrones,  Dominations,  Princedoms,  Virtues,  Pow'rs, 

Essential  Pow'rs ;  nor  by  his  reign  obscured,       841 

But  more  illustrious  made ;  since  he  the  Head 

One  of  our  number  thus  reduced  becomes ; 

His  laws  our  laws ;  all  honour  to  him  done 

Returns  our  own.    Cease  then  this  impious  rage. 

And  tempt  not  these  ;  but  hasten  to  appease  848 

Th'  incensed  Father  and  th'  incensed  Son, 

While  pardon  may  be  found,  in  time  besought. 

So  spake  the  fervent  Angel ;  but  his  zeal 
None  seconded,  as  out  of  season  judged,  850 

Or  singnilar  and  rash,  whereat  rejoiced 
Th'  Apostate,  and  more  haughty  thus  replied  : 
That  we  were  form'd  then,  say'st  thou  1  and  the  work 

tas.  Col.  Ll«»I7. 
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Of  secondary  hands,  by  task  transferred  8M 

From  Father  to  his  S<in  f  Strange  point,  and  new  I 
Doctrine  which  we  woald  know  whence  leam'd :  who 
When  this  creation  was  f  Remember'st  thou      [saw 
Thy  making,  while  the  ICaker  gave  thee  being ; 
We  know  no  time  when  we  were  not  as  now ; 
Know  none  before  us,  self-begot,  self-raised  Mf 

By  our  own  quick'ning  pow'r,  when  fatal  course 
Had  circled  his  full  orb,  the  birth  skatore 
Of  this  our  native  Heav'n,  ethereal  sons. 
Oux  puissance  is  our  own ;  our  own  righi  hand 
ShaU  teach  us  highest  deeds,  by  proof  to  try        881 
Who  is  our  equal :  then  thou  shaft  behold 
Whether  by  supplication  we  intend 
Address,  and  to  begirt  th'  almighty  throne 
Beseeching  or  besieging.    This  report. 
These  tidings,  carry  to  th'  Anointed  King ;  87ff 

And  fly,  ere  evil  intercept  thy  flight. 

Ha  said,  and  as  the  sound  of  waters  deep 
Hoarse  murmur  echo'd  to  his  words  applause 
Through  the  infinite  host ;  nor  less  for  that 
The  flaming  Seraph  fearless,  though  alone  875 

Encompass  u  round  with  foes,  thus  an^wer'd  bold : 

O  alienate  from  God,  O  Spirit  accursedf 
Forsaken  of  all  good !  I  see  thy  fall 
Determined,  and  thy  hapless  crew  involTed 
In  this  perfidious  fraud,  contagion  spread  880 

Both  of  thy  crime  and  punishment :  henceforth 
No  more  be  troubled  how  to  quit  the  yoke 
Of  God's  Messiah  :  those  indulgent  laws 
Will  not  be  now  vouchsafed ;  other  decrees 
Against  thee  are  gone  forth  without  recall ;  888 

That  golden  sceptre,  which  thou  didst  reject. 
Is  now  an  iron  rod,  to  bruise  and  break 
Thy  disobedience.    Well  thou  didst  advise. 
Yet  not  for  thy  advice  or  threats  I  fly 
These  wicked  tents  devoted,  lest  the  wrath  S9I 

Impendent,  raging  into  sudde^i  flame , 
Distinguish  not  ;  for  soon  expect  to  feel 
His  thunder  on  thy  head,  devouring  fire  ; 
Then  who  created  thee  lamenting  learn, 

B72.   Rev.  3dx*  6. 
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BOOK  YI.  180 

When  who  can  vincreate  thee  thou  shalt  know.    80S 

So  spake  the  Seraph  Abdiel,  faithful  found 
Among  the  faithless,  faithful  only  he  ; 
Among  innumerable  false,  unmoved^ 
Unshaken,  nnaedaced,  unterrified, 
His  loyalty  he  kept,  his  love,  his  zeal ;  900 

Nor  number,  nor  example,  with  him  wrought 
Tu  swerve  firom  truth,  or  change  his  constant  mind, 
Though  single.    From  amidst  them  forth  he  pass'd. 
Long  way  through  hostile  scorn,  which  he  sustain'd 
SuperiOT,  nor  of  violence  fear'd  aught;  005 

And  with  retorted  scorn  his  back  he  tum'd 
On  those  proud  tow'rs  to  swift  destruction  doom'd. 


BOOK  VI. 

THE  ARGUMENT. 

Raphael  continues  to  relate  how  Michael  and  Gabriel  were  wbI 
forth  to  battle  a^nst  Satan  and  hU  Angels.  The  firat  fight  de- 
•cribed :  Satan  and  his  Powers  retire  under  night :  He  calls  a 
council,  invents  deTllish  engines,  which  in  the  second  day's  fight 
put  Michael  and  his  Angels  to  some  disorder ;  but  they  at  length 
pulling  up  mountains,  overwhelmed  both  the  force  and  machines 
o(  Satan  :  Yet  the  tumult  not  so  ending,  God  on  the  thinl  day 
tends  Messiaii  his  Son,  for  whom  he  had  reserved  the  glory  of 
tnai  victory :  He,  In  the  power  of  his  Father,  coming  to  the  place, 
and  causing  his  leeions  to  stand  still  on  either  side,  with  his  cha> 
riot  and  thunder  driving  into  the  midst  of  his  enemies,  pursues 
thcni,  unable  to  resist,  towards  the  wall  of  Heaven  ;  which  npeu- 
lu;,  they  leap  down  with  horror  and  confusion  into  the  |»lace  of 
piiiiliihment  prepared  for  them  in  the  deep:  Mewiali  returns  with 
triumph  to  his  rafber. 

Ai.L  nitrUt  the  dreadless  Angel,  unpursued. 
Through  Heav'n's  wide  champain  held  his  way,  till 
Waked  by  the  circling  hours,  with  rosy  hand  [mom, 
Unbarr'd  the  gates  of  light.    There  is  a  cave 
Within  the  mount  of  God,  fast  by  his  throne,  5 

Where  light  and  darkness  in  pei-petual  round 
Lod^e  and  dislodge  by  turns,  which  makes  through 
Grateful  vicissitude,  like  day  and  night;       [Heav'n 
Light  iiducs  forth,  and  at  the  other  door 

8P6.  The  character  of  Abdiel  thus  introduced  has  a  reiy  beautiful 
ciTecu 

3.  Copied  from  Homer,  11.  v.  749. 

«.  A  paasafe  of  Hesiod  is  pointed  out  by  Warbnrtoo  M  the  oii 
glnal  or  thls.~rfc««if .  748. 
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ObsequiouD  darkness  enters,  till  her  homr  If 

To  veil  the  Heav'n,  thong^h  darkness  there  niiglit  weU 
Seem  twilight  here :  and  now  went  forth  the  mom 
Such  as  in  highest  Hear'n,  array'd  in  gold 
Empyreal ;  from  before  her  ranish'd  night» 
Shot  through  with  orient  beams;  when  all  the  plain, 
Cover'd  with  thick  embattled  squadrons  bright,      10 
Chariots  and  flaming  arms,  and  fiery  steeds. 
Reflecting  blaze  on  blaze,  first  met  his  view. 
War  he  perceived,  war  in  procinct,  and  found 
Already  known  what  he  for  news  had  thought       M 
To  have  reported.    Gladly  then  he  mix'd 
Among  those  friendly  Pow'rs,  who  him  received 
With  joy  and  acclamations  loud,  that  one, 
That  of  so  many  myriads  fall'n,  yet  one 
Retum'd  not  lost.     On  to  the  sacred  hill  25 

They  led  him,  high  applauded,  and  present 
Before  the  seat  supreme  ;  from  whence  a  voice 
From  midst  a  golden  cloud  thus  mild  was  heard : 

Servant  of  God,  well  done  I  well   hast  thou  fought 
The  better  fight,  who  singly  hast  maiutain'd  30 

Against  revolted  multitudes  the  cause 
Of  truth,  ia  word  mightier  than  they  in  arms ; 
And  for  the  testimony'  of  truth  hast  borne 
Universal  reproach  (far  worse  to  bear 
Than  violence) ;  for  this  was  all  thy  care  35 

To  stand  approved  in  sight  of  God,  though  worldi 
Judged  thee  perverse  :  the  easier  conquest  now 
Remains  thee,  aided  by  this  host  of  friends. 
Back  on  thy  foes  more  glorious  to  return 
Than  scorn 'd  thou  didst  depart,  and  to  subdue        40 
By  force,  who  reason  (or  their  law  refuse. 
Right  reason  for  their  law,  and  for  their  kin^ 
Messiah,  who  by  right  of  merit  reigns. 
Go  Michael,  of  celestial  armies  prince. 
And  thou  in  military  prowess  next  46 

Gabriel,  lead  foi-th  to  battle  these  my  sons 
Invincible,  lead  forth  my  armed  Saints, 
By  thousands  and  by  millions  ranged  for  fight, 

16.  See  Macrabee*  vi.  39. 
19.  War  in  procinct,  in  alltiJoii  to  the  soldiers girdinr 
wives  up  before  tl»e  battJr. 

SO.  Abaiel  in  Hfbr>*w  mean*  lervant  of  God. 
R«:v.  xii.  7,  8. 
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Equal  in  nntnber  to  that  Godless  crew 

Rebellknu  ;  them  with  fire  and  hostile  arms  M 

Fearless  assaolt,-  and  to  the  brow  of  Hear'n 

Pnrsaing,  drive  them  out  from  God  and  bliss 

Into  their  place  of  punishment,  the  gulf 

Of  Tartarus,  which  ready  opens  wide 

His  fiery  Chaos  to  receive  their  fall.  5i 

So  spake  the  sov'reign  voice,  and  clouds  began 
To  darken  all  the  hill,  and  smoke  to  roll 
In  dusky  wreaths,  reluctant  flames,  the  sign 
Of  wradi  awaked ;  nor  with  less  dread  the  loud 
Ethereal  trumpet  from  on  high  'gan  blow :  00 

At  which  command  the  powers  militant 
That  stood  for  Heav'n,  in  mighty  quadrate  join'd 
Of  union  irresistible,  moved  on 
In  silence  their  bright  legions,  to  the  sound 
Of  instrumental  harmony,  that  breath'd  <M 

Heroic  ardour  to  advent'rous  deeds 
Under  their  God-like  leaders,  in  the  cause 
Of  God  ant  his  Messiah.    On  they  move 
Indissfdubly  firm :  nor  obvious  hill. 
Nor  strait* ning  vale,  nor  wood,  nor  stream  divides  70 
Their  perfect  ranks ;  for  high  above  the  ground 
Their  march  was,  and  the  passive  air  upbore 
Their  nimble  tread.    As  when  the  total  kind 
Of  birds,  in  orderly  array  on  wing, 
Came  summon 'd  over  Eden,  to  receive  75 

Their  names  of  thee ;  so  over  many  a  tract 
Of  Heav'n  they  march'd,  and  many  a  province  wide 
Tenfold  the  length  of  this  terrene.    At  last. 
Far  in  th'  horizon  to  the  north  appear'd 
From  skirt  to  skirt  a  fiery  region,  stretch'd  80 

In  battailous  aspect,  and  nearer  view 
Bristled  with  vpright  beams  innumerable 
Of  rigid  spears,  and  helmets  throng'd,  and  shields 
Various,  with  boastful  argument  portray'd. 
The  banded  Pow'rs  of  Satan  hasting  on  OS 

With  furious  expedition ;  for  they  ween'd 
That  self-same  day  by  fight,  or  by  surprisCf 
To  win  the  mount  of  God,  and  on  his  throne 

73*  So  Homer  dCKribes  the  motion  of  his  foda. 
S4.  Bcmttful  arrumaUt  in  allmioii  to  the  deilns  pdnted  oa 
liwaklekis  of  knights. 
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To  set  the  envior  of  his  state,  the  proud 

Aspirer,  but  their  thoughts  proved  fcmd  and 

In  the  mid-way :  though  strange  to  us  it  seem'd 

At  first,  that  Angel  should  with  Angel  war. 

And  in  fierce  hosting  meet,  who  wont  to  meet 

So  oft  iu  festivals  of  joy  and  love 

Unanimous,  as  sons  of  one  great  sire  9S 

Hymning  th'  Eternal  Father;  but  the  shout 

Of  battle  now  began,  and  rushing  sound 

Of  onset  ended  soon  each  milder  thought. 

High  in  the  midst  exalted  as  a  God, 

Th'  Apostate  in  his  sun-bright  chariot  sat,  16§ 

Idol  of  majesty  divine,  inclosed 

With  flaming  Cherubim  and  golden  shields; 

Then  lighted  from  his  gorgeous  throne,  for  now 

Twixt  host  and  host  but  narrow  space  was  left 

(A  dreadful  interval),  and  front  to  front  lU 

Presented,  stood  in  terrible  array. 

Of  hideous  leng^.    Before  the  cloud^^  ^lan, 

On  the  rough  edge  of  battle  ere  it  join'd, 

Satan,  with  vast  and  haughty  strides  advanced. 

Came  tow'iing,  arm'd  in  adamant  and  gold :         lit 

Abdiel  that  sight  endured  not,  where  he  stood 

Among  the  mightiest,  bent  on  highest  deeds. 

And  thus  his  own  undaunted  heart  explores; 

O  Heav'n  I  that  such  resemblance  of  the  High'«t 
Should  yet  remain,  where  faith  and  realty  115 

Remain  not !  wherefore  should  not  strength  and  ar^ht 
There  fail  where  virtue  fails,  or  weakest  prove 
Wliere  boldest,  though  to  sight  unconquerable  t 
His  puissance,  trusting  in  th'  Almighty's  aid, 
I  mean  to  try,  whose  reason  I  have  try'd 
Unsound  and  false ;  nor  is  it  aught  but  just 
That  he  who  in  debate  of  truth  hath  won 
Should  win  in  arms,  in  both  disputes  alike 
Victor;  though  brutish  that  contest  and  foul, 
When  reason  hath  to  deal  with  force,  yet  so 
Most  reason  is  that  reason  overcome. 

So  pondering,  and  from  his  armed  peers 
Forth  stepping  opposite,  half-way  he  met 

n.  Hoatingf  a  word  oot  firtt  used  by  Milton,  u  samiosetf. 
\\k»  Meat  y,  not  mireneM  but  loyally,  derived  froa  we  IHI 
word  reau,  lofsl. 


// 


k  -« 


BOOK  VI.  le 

Bis  daring.  ft»,  «t  tbia  prerention  vaon 

Incensed ;  and  thxm  securely  him  de^d :  19I 

PnmA,  «rC  than  met  t  Thy  hope  waa  to  havv  reach'd 
Ilw  height  of  thy  aspiring  nnopposed. 
The  throne  of  God  unguarded,  and  h»  side 
Abandon'd  at  ttxt  terror  of  thy  powV 
Or  potent  tengne :  fool !  not  tn  think  how  rain     13i 
Agidnst  th  Omnipotent  to  rise  in  arms  I 
Who  out  (tf  smallest  things  could  without  end 
Hare  raised  incessant  armies  to  defeat 
Thy  folly  I  or  with  solitary  hand 
Reaching  beyond  all  limit,  at  one  blow,  14§ 

Unaided,  oonld  hare  finish'd  thee,  and  whefan'd 
Thy  l^ons  -under  darkness !  but  thou  seest 
All  are  not  of  thy  train :  there  be  who  £uth 
Prefer,  and  piety  to  God,  though  dklen 
To  thee  not  Tuible,  when  I  alone  149 

Seem'd  in  thy  world  erroneous  to  dissent 
From  an ;  my  sect  thou  seest ;  now  learn,  too  late. 
How  lew  sometimes  may  know,  when  thousands  err. 

Whom  the  grand  foe,  with  scornful  eye  askance. 
Thus  answer 'd:  lU  for  thee,  but  in  wish'd  hour    ISO 
Of  my  revenge,  first  sought  for  thou  retum'st 
From  flight,  seditious  Angel,  to  receive 
Thy  merited  reward,  the  first  assay 
Of  this  right  hand  provoked,  since  first  tiiat  tongue, 
Inspired  with' contradiction,  durst  oppose  IM 

A  ^ird  part  of  the  Gods,  in  synod  met 
Their  deities  to  assert,  who  while  tbey  feel 
Vigour  divine  within  them,  can  allcw 
Omnipotence  to  none.    But  well  thou  com'st 
Before  thy  fellows,  ambitious  to  Mrin  IM 

From  me  some  plume,  that  thy  success  may  shew 
Destruction  to  the  rest.    This  pause  beC^een 
(Unanswer'd  lest  thou  boast)  to  let  thee  know; 
At  first  I  diooght  that  Liberty  and  Heav'n 
To  hesv'nly  souls  had  been  all  one ;  but  now        16S 
I  see  that  most  through  sloth  had  rather  serve, 
Minisfriag  Spirits,  train'd  up  in  feast  and  s<mg : 

147.  Sect,  not  <n  sllinlon,  as  1»  cupposed,  to  any  reltrfom  of 
DoUtical  psny,  ba«  ■ocordiDy  to  its  primitive  sense,  a  divtalf 

Ml.  Srneeeu,  fortirae,  gnod  or  bad,  is  stpnlfled  by  this  wori. 
I9T.  Heb.  i.  14. 
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8ach  hast  thou  arm'd,  Hie  miiutrelsy  of  Hm:t*&, 

Seirility  with  freedom  to  contend, 

As  both  their  deeds  compared  this  day  shall  pfwe. 

To  whom  in  brief  thos  Abdiel  stem  reply'd ;      171 
Apostate,  still  thou  err'st,  nor  end  wilt  find 
Of  erring,  from  the  path  of  tmth  remote. 
Unjustly  thou  deprar'st  it  with  the  name 
Of  Servitude  to  senre  whom  God  ordains,  17ft 

Or  Nature ;  God  and  Nature  bid  the  same, 
When  he  who  rules  is  worthiest,  and  excels 
Them  whom  he  governs.    This  is  servitude. 
To  serve  th'  unwise,  or  him  who  hath  rebell'd 
Against  his  worthier,  as  thine  now  serve  thee*      IM 
Thyself  not  free,  but  to  thyself  enthrall'd ; 
Yet  lewdly  dar'st  our  miuist'ring  upbraid. 
Reign  thou  in  Hell,  thy  kingdom ;  let  me  serve 
In  Heav'n  God  ever  blest,  and  his  divine 
Behests  obey,  worthiest  to  be  obey'd ;  185 

Yet  chains  in  Hell,  not  realms  expect:  meanwhile 
From  me  returu'd,  as  erst  thou  saidst,  from  flight. 
This  greeting  on  thy  impious  crest  receive. 

So  say'ug,  a  noble  stroke  he  lifted  high, 
Which  hung  not,  but  so  swift  with  tempest  tell    100 
On  the  proud  ci-est  of  Satan,  that  no  sight. 
Nor  motion  of  swift  thouirht,  less  could  his  shield 
Such  ruin  intercept.    Ten  paces  huge 
He  back  recoil'd  ;  the  tenth  on  bended  knee 
His  massy  spear  upstay'd,  as  if  on  earth  105 

Winds  under  ground,  or  waters  forcing  way 
Sidelong,  had  push'd  a  mountain  from  his  seat. 
Half  sunk  with  all  his  pines.    Amazement  seized 
The  rebel  Thrones,  but  gpreatcr  rage,  to  see 
Thus  foil'd  their  mightiest ;  ours  joy  fiU'd  and  shout. 
Presage  of  victory  and  fierce  desire  951 

Of  battle ;  whereat  Michael  bid  sound 
Th'  Arch- Angel  trumpet :  through  the  rast  of  Heav*kl 
It  sounded,  and  the  faithful  armies  rung 
Hosannah  to  the  Highest :  nor  stood  at  gaae         Ml 
The  adverse  legions,  nor  less  hideous  join'd 
The  horrid  shock.    Now  storming  fury  rose. 
And  clamour  such  as  heard  in  Heav'n  till  now 

183.  Stid  In  aatlcipstioru 
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Wm  mi^^ ;  MnoB  on  armour  clashing  liray'd 

Horrible  diaoord,  and  the  madding  wheels  Sit 

Of  hnoen  diariots  raged ;  dire  was  the  noiBa 

Of  oon)Bict;  over  head  the  dismal  hiss 

Of  fiery  darts  in  flaming  volleys  flew^ 

And  flying  vaulted  either  host  with  fire. 

So  under  fiery  cope  together  rush'd  Slfl 

Botti  battle*  main,  with  ruinous  assault 

And  inextinguishable  rage.    All  Heav'n 

Resounded ;  and  had  Earth  been  then,  all  Earth 

Had  to  h«r  centre  shook.    What  wonder  Y  when 

Millions  of  fierce  encount'ring  Angels  fought        230 

On  either  side,  the  least  of  whom  could  wield 

rhese  elements,  and  arm  him  with  the  force 

Of  all  their  regions :  how  much  more  of  }>ow'r 

Army  'gainst  army  numberless,  to  raise 

Dreadful  combustion  warring,  and  disturb,  SS5 

Thoagh  not  destroy,  their  happy-native  seat; 

Had  not  th'  Eternal  King  omnipotent 

From  his  strong  hold  of  Heav'n  high  over-ruled 

And  limited  their  might ;  though  number'd  such 

As  each  divided  legion  might  have  seem'd  230 

A  num'rotts  host,  in  strength  each  armed  hand 

A  legion,  led  in  fight  yet  leader  seem'd 

Each  warrior  single  as  in  !;bief,  expert 

When  to  advance,  or  stand,  or  turn  the  sway 

Of  battle,  open  when,  and  when  to  close  239 

The  ridges  of  grim  war:  no  thought  of  flight. 

None  of  retreat,  no  unbecoming  deed 

That  argued  fear :  each  on  himself  rely'd. 

As  only  in  his  arm  the  moment  lay 

Of  victory :  deeds  of  eternal  fame  MO 

Were  done,  but  infinite ;  for  wide  was  spread 

That  war,  and  various ;  sometimes  on  firm  ground 

A  standing  fight,  then  soaring  on  main  wing. 

Tormented  all  the  air:  all  air  seem'd  then 

Ccmflicting  fire.    Long  time  in  even  scale  243 

The  ba.ttle  hung ;  till  Satan,  who  that  day 

Prodigious  pow'r  had  shone,  and  met  in  arms 

No  equal,  ranging  through  the  dire  attack. 

Of  fighting  Seraphim  confused,  at  length  MB 

OS.  Field*  plonsbcd  In  ridffes  form  the  rabjcct  of  this  ins 
Bi«upbor.  S44.  T9rm«nUd,  •>  tiie  Lstiot 
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Saw  wbere  tbe  vmnd  of  Michael  smote,  adi  MTii 
Squadrona  at  oace :  with  huge  two-handed  ammf 
Brandish'd  aloft  the  horrid  edge  came  dowA 
Wide  wasting :  such  destmotum  to  withstand 
He  hasted,  aud  opposed  the  rocky  orb 
Of  tenfold  adamant,  his  ample  shield: 
A  vast  circumference.    At  his  approach 
The  great  Arch-Angel  from  his  warlike  toil 
Surceased,  and  glad,  as  hoping  here  to  end 
Intestine  war  in  hear'n,  th'  arch-fiw  subdued. 
Or  captive  dragged  in  chains,  with  hostile  frown 
And  visage  all  inflamed,  first  thus  began : 

Author  of  evil,  unknown  till  thy  revolt, 
Unnamed  in  Heav'n,  now  plenteous,  as  tilon  seest 
These  acts  of  hateful  strife,  hateful  to  all. 
Though  heaviest  by  just  measure  on  thyself 
And  thy  adherents,  how  hast  thou  disturb'd 
Heav'n's  blessed  peace,  and  into  nature  broi^;ht 
Misery,  uncreated  till  the  crime 
Of  thy  rebellion  1   How  hast  thoa  instill'd 
Thy  malice  into  thousands,  once  upright 
And  faithful,  now  proved  false  t  But  think  net  keie 
To  trouble  holy  rest ;  Heav'n  casts  thee  out 
From  all  her  confines.    Heav'n,  the  seat  of  Mise, 
Brooks  not  the  works  of  violence  and  war, 
Hence  then,  and  evil  go  with  thee  along,  V5 

Thy  offspring,  to  the  place  of  evil.  Hell, 
Thou  and  thy  wicked  crew ;  there  mingle  brmls 
Ere  this  avenging  sword  begin  thy  doom. 
Or  some  mcnre  sudden  vengeance  wing'd  froact  God 
Precipitate  thee  with  augmented  pain.  S8t 

So  spake  the  Prince  of  Angels :  to  whom  thus 
The  Adversary :  New  think  thou  with  wind 
Of  aery  threats  to  awe  whom  yet  with  deeds 
Thou  canst  not.    Hast  thou  tum'd  the  feast  9i  Aese 
To  flight,  or  if  to  faU,  but  that  they  rise 
Uavanquish*d,  easier  to  transact  with  me 
That  thou  shonldat  hope,  iaperieus,  an^ 
To  chase  me  hence  1  Brr  not  that  so  shidl  end 
The  strife  which  thou  eall'st  evil,  but  we  style 
The  strife  of  glory ;  which  we  mean  to  win. 
Or  turn  this  Heav'n  itself  into  the  HeU 

Mk  Jimmmg,  tim  OMwriaf  ef  die  Hebrew,  Sataa. 
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1V>n  fiililest,  kere  however  to  dwell  froe. 

If  not  to  reign.    Mean  while  thy  utacuMt  fixxse. 

And  join  him  named  Almighty  to  thy  aid, 

I  fly  not*  hut  have  aoi^rht  thee  far  and  nigh.         S9S 

They  ended  paiie,  and  both  address'd  for  fight 
Onspeakable ;  for  who,  though  with  the  tongue 
Of  AngeU,  can  relate,  or  to  what  things 
Liken  on  earth  oonspicuous,  that  may  lift 
Human  imagination  to  such  height  900 

Of  Godlike  pow'r?  for  Ukest  Ck>ds  they  aeem'dj 
Stood  they  or  moved,  in  stature,  motion,  arm^. 
Fit  to  decide  the  empire  of  great  Hear'n. 
Now  waved  their  fiery  swords,  and  in  the  air 
Made  horrid  circles :  two  broad  suns  their  shidds 
Biased  opposite,  while  expectation  stood  309 

In  horror :  from  each  hand  with  speed  retired, 
MThere  erst  was  thickest  fight,  th'  angelic  throng. 
And  left  large  field,  unsafe  within  the  wind 
Of  such  commotion :  such  as,  to  set  forth  31Q 

Great  things  by  small,  if  Nature's  concord  broke^ 
Among  the  constellations  war  were  sprung. 
Two  planets  rushing  from  aspect  malign 
Of  fiercest  opposition  in  mid-sky 
Should  combat,  and  their  jarring  spheres  confound. 
T<^ether  both  with  next  to'  almighty  arm  3^6 

Uplifted  imminent,  one  stroke  they  aim'd 
That  might  determine,  and  not  need  repeat. 
As  not  of  pow'r  at  once ;  nor  odds  appear'd 
In  might  or  swift  prevention.    But  the  sword      330 
Of  Miofeael  firom  tiie  armoury  of  God, 
Was  giv'n  him  temper  d  so,  that  neither  keen 
Nor  solid  might  resist  that  edge.    It  met 
The  sword  of  Satan  with  steep  force  to  smite 
Descending,  and  in  half  cut  d&eer ;  nor  stay'd,     3SM 
But  with  swift  wheel  reverse,  deep  ent'ring  shared 
An  his  right  side :  then  Satan  first  knew  pain, 
And  writhed  him  to  and  fro  convolved ;  so  sore 
The  griding  sword  with  discontinuous  wound 

Sf.  CSm  relaU  or  liken :  the  rabsluitivBjt^M  befote  mentioned 
mmi  be  nadentood  afler  tbeie  vertM. 

313.  Beatlev  prepoMt  to  read  uxtr/are  instead  of  war  hete, 

asi.  SoYlrirlfiDentionf  the  awmdofiEneasi  Hornet  utdf^ta 
riw  are  tmliated  la  ttiia  iNwaffe. 

IBS.  BoBer,  II.  VL  MiVta%iU  JEB.xtt.7M* 

wm,  JMrntrntUtmrnu,  aepantinf  the  parts. 
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Pass'd  throogb  lum :  but  th'  ethereal  substance  cloae^ 
Not  loi^  dirisible ;  and  from  tbe  gasb  131 

A  stream  of  nect'rous  bumour  issuing*,  flowed 
Sanguine,  sucb  b»  celestial  Spirits  may  bleed,  . 
And  all  his  armour  stain'd  ere  while  so  bright. 
Forthwith  on  all  sides  to  bis  aid  was  run  33S 

By  angels  many'  and  strong,  who  interposed 
Defence,  while  others  bore  him  on  their  shields 
Back  to  his  chariot,  where  it  stood  retired 
From  off  the  files  of  war :  there  they  him  laid 
Gnashing  for  anguish,  and  despite,  and  shame,    348 
To  find  himself  not  matchless,  and  his  pride 
Humbled  by  such  rebuke,  so  far  beneath 
His  confidence  to  equal  God  in  pow'r. 
Yet  soon  he  heal'd ;  for  Spirits  that  live  throughout 
Vital  in  ev'ry  part,  not  as  frail  man  349 

In  entrails,  heart  or  head,  liver  or  reins. 
Cannot  but  by  annihilating  die ; 
Nor  in  their  liquid  texture  mortal  wound 
Receive,  no  more  than  can  the  fluid  air. 
All  heart  they  live,  all  head,  all  eye,  all  ear,         350 
All  intellect,  all  sense :  and  as  they  please. 
They  limb  themselves :  and  colour,  shape,  or  size 
Assume,  as  likes  them  best,  condense  or  rare. 

Meanwhile  in  other  parts  like  deeds  deserved 
Memorial,  where  the  might  of  Gabriel  fought,       355 
And  with  fierce  ensigns  pierced  the  deep  array 
Of  Moloch,  furious  king ;  who  him  defy'd. 
And  at  his  chariot- wheels  to  drag  him  bound 
Tbreaten*d;  nor  from  the  Holy  One  of  Heav*n 
Refrain 'd  his  tongue  blasphemous ;  but  anon         369 
Down  cloven  to  the  waist,  virith  shatter'd  arms 
And  uncouth  pain  fled  bellowing.    On  each  wing 
Uriel  and  RaphaSl  his  vaunting  foe, 

33S.  Homer  calls  the  blood  flowio'  from  the  gods  iehor,  that 
is,  a  pure  fluid  rorrusponding  to  the  more  refined  subctance  of 
their  bodies.  BeiUley  reads  ichoront  instead  of  nect'rous,  bul 
this  would  be  a  tautology  as  sanguine  follows.— See  Horn.  II.  «• 
939. 

935.  tVas  run.  a  Latinism.  ventum  est, 

3M.  TJte  might  6/  Gabriel  J'oughtfiOnek  expression  frequent 
In  Homer.  ,     ,,    ^ 

9aa.  So  Mars  Is  represented  flying  from  battle  in  the  Iliad. 

W3.  Raphael  speaks  here  in  the  third  person  of  himself,  '.its 
wuae  oeinr  unknovn  to  Adam. —Some  critics  propose  to  add 
meh  after  RqibML 
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llMMiffh  huge,  and  in  a  rock  of  diamond  ami'd, 
Yaaquish'd  Adramelech  and  Asmadai,  381 

Two  potent  Thrones,  that  to  be  leas  than  Godii 
Dia^ain'd,  but  meaner  tbonghts  leam'd  in  their  flight. 
Mangled  with  ghastly  woonds  through  plate  and 
Nor  stood  unmindful  Abdiel  to  annoy  [mail. 

The  atheist  crew,  but  with  redoubled  blow  370 

Ariel  and  Arioch,  and  the  violence 
Of  Ramiel  scorch'd  and  blasted  overthrew. 
I  might  relate  of  thousands,  and  their  names 
Eternize  here  on  earth  ;  but  those  elect 
Angels,  contented  with  their  fame  in  Heaven,     3T5 
Seek  not  the  praise  of  men.    The  other  sort 
In  might  though  wondrous,  and  in  acts  of  war. 
Nor  of  renown  less  eager,  yet  by  doom 
Cancell'd  from  Heaven  and  sacred  memory, 
Nameless  in  dark  oblivion  let  them  dwell.  380 

Por  strength  from  truth  divided  and  from  just, 
niaudable,  nought  merits  but  dispraise 
And  ignominy ;  yet  to  glory'  aspires 
Vain-glorious,  and  through  infamy  seeks  fame : 
Therefore  eternal  silence  be  their  doom.  385 

And  now  their  mightiest  quell'd,  the  battle  swerred* 
With  many  an  inroad  gored ;  deformed  rout 
Enter'd,  and  foul  disorder ;  all  the  ground 
With  shiver'd  armour  strewn,  and  on  a  heap 
Chariot  and  charioteer  lay  overttim'd,  380 

And  fiery  foaming  steeds :  what  stood,  recoil'd 
O'erwearied,  through  the  faint  Satanic  host 
Defensive  scarce,  or  with  pale  fear  surprised. 
Then  first  with  fear  surprised  and  sense  of  pain. 
Fled  ignominious,  to  such  evil  brought  399 

By  sin  of  disobedience,  till  that  hour 
Not  liable  to  fear,  or  flight,  or  pain. 
Far  otherwise  th'  inviolable  Saints 
In  cubic  phalanx  firm  advanced  entire. 
Invulnerable,  impenetrably  arm'd  :  401 

Snch  high  advantages  their  innocence 
Gave  them  above  their  foes,  not  to  have  sinn'd, 

985.  Adrameleehf  afterwards  one  of  the  idols  ef  Sephanralm, 
t  Ktngi  ZTtt.  31.    Atmadai.  the  same  as  Asmodeus,  Tobit  iii.  1. 

•71.  Aria,  a  name  in  Hebrew,  meaning  a  stronsr  lion :  Aritek 
km  a  ilmtlar  lense.    fimaiel,  one  exalting  blmself  against  God. 

mu  >FiUf«toMl  la  the  nominative  to  the  Tertor«o*U'danA/M> 
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Not  to  have  dioobey'd :  in  fight  they  stood 
Uawearied^imobiiouous  to  to  pain'd  iN 

By  wound,  tho'  from  their  plftoe  hy  Tioleiioe  niff^A^ 

Now  Night  her  oourte  began*  and  over  Heayea 
Inducing  darknew,  grateful  trace  impoaedy 
And  silence  on  the  odious  din  of  war. 
Under  her  cloudy  coyert  both  retired, 
Victor  and  yanquish'd,  on  the  foughten  field         4M 
Michadl  and  his  angels  prevalent 
Encamping,  placed  in  guard  their  watches  round. 
Cherubic  waving  fires.    On  th'  other  part 
Satan  with  his  rebellious  disappear'd. 
Far  in  the  dark  dislodged ;  and  void  of  rest,         416 
His  potentates  to  council  call'd  by  night ; 
And  in  the  midst  thus  undismay'd  began  : 

O  now  in  danger  try'd,  now  known  in  arms, 
Not  to  be  OTerpowVd,  Companions  dear, 
Found  worthy  not  of  liberty  alone,  4M 

Too  mean  pretence,  but  what  we  more  affect. 
Honour,  dominion,  glmry,  and  renown ; 
Who  have  sustain 'd  one  day  in  doubtful  fight 
(And  if  one  day,  why  not  eternal  dayat) 
What  Heaven's  Lord  had  pow'rfuUest  to  send      4St5 
Against  ns  from  about  his  throne,  and  judged 
Sufficient  to  subdue  us  to  his  will. 
But  proves  not  so  :  then  fallible,  it  seems. 
Of  future  we  may  deem  him,  though  till  now 
Omniscient  thought.    True  is,  less  firmly  arm'd,    436 
Some  disadvantage  we  endured  and  pain. 
Till  now  not  known ;  but  known,  as  soon  conteaa'd; 
Since  now  we  find  this  our  empyreal  form 
Incapable  of  mortal  injury* 

Imperishable,  and  though  pierced  with  wound,    436 
Soon  closing,  and  by  native  vigour  heal'd. 
Of  evil  then  so  small,  as  easy  think 
The  remedy ;  perhaps  aotore  vaUd  arms. 
Weapons  more  violent,  when  next  we  meet. 
May  serve  to  bettor  vfi,  and  wone  our  Ibes ;         446 
Or  equal  what  bietween  ns  made  the  odds. 
In  nature  none.    If  other  hiddeipi  c«we 
Left  them  ^vperior,  while  we  can  preserve 
Unhurt  oar  lainds  aop^d  vm^enMind^g  «iO)V4^s 
4iT.  IndmebtftMrngkiti 
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Due  setsreh  aad  oonsulttttiion  wUl  diatdoae.  4!ll 

He  sat ;  «ad  in  tb'  awembly  next  npstpod 
Niorochi,  of  principalkies  the.  prime. 
Aa  one  he  stood  escaped  from  cruel  fighti 
Sore  tc^'d,  his  riven  arms  to  ha^oq  heva« 
"'  And  cloudy  in  aspect,  thus  answ'ring  spaM :       4|ii 

Deliverer  from  new  Lords,  leader  to  fire«t 
Bnjoyment  of  our  right  as  Gods :  yet  hard. 
For  Gods,  and  too  unequal  wovk  we  find. 
Against  unequal  arms  to  fight  in  pain. 
Against  onpain'd,  impassive ;  from  which  evDl     419 
Ruin  mnst  needs  ensue ;  for  whali  avails 
Valour  or  strength,  thoogb  matchless,  queU'd  W^ 

pain 
Which  all  sobdaes,  and  makes  remiss  the  hand* 
Of  mightiest  t  Sense  of  pleasure  we  may  w«U 
Spare  out  of  life  perhaps,  and  not  repine*  4fll 

Bat  live  content,  which  ia  the  calmest  life  t 
But  pain  is  perfect  misery,  the  worst 
Of  evils,  and  excessive,  overturns 
All  patience.    He  who  therefore  can  invent 
With  what  more  forcible  we  may  offend.  4iK| 

Our  yet  unwounded  enemies,  or  arm 
Ourselves  with  like  defence,  to  me  deserves 
No  less  than  for  deliverance  what  we  owe. 

Whereto,  with  look  composedi  Satan  rep ly'd : 
Not  uninvented  that,  which  thou  aright  417^ 

Believ'st  so  main  to  our  success,  I  bring. 
Which  of  us  who  beholds  the  bright  surface 
Of  this  ethereous  mould  whereon  we  8taa4» 
This  continent  of  §p»^ov»  Hear'n,  adom'd 
With  plant,  fruit,,  flow'r  ambrosial^  grems,  and.  gold  i 
Whose  eye  so  superficially  surveys  474 

These  things,  as  not  to  mind  from  whence  they  grow 
Deep  under  grroood,  materials  dark  and  crude. 
Of  spirituous  and  fiery  spume,  till  touched 
With  Heaven's  ray,  and  temper'd,  they  shoot  fiqrUi, 
So  bounteous^  op'ning  to  the  ambient  light  t         4S| 
These  in  their  dark  nativity  tl^e  deep 

447.  NUroehf  god  of  th«  Ai«]rrlBii«,  In  whoes  leaqple 
dierib  was  tlaln.   a  Kinn  zlx.  37.  and  In.  xxriU  87k 

4flS.  Tk0d0«p,p0t  Ml,n  isnsmlitoaMWlKlVttll 
fke  aader  parts  or  the  fnoiMU 
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Shall  yield  ua,  pregnaant  with  infernal  flame  ; 
Which  into  hollow  engines,  long  and  round. 
Thick  ramm'd,  at  th'  other  hore  with  touch  of  fire  < 
Dilated  and  infuriate,  shall  send  forth 
From  far,  with  thund'riug  noise  among  our  foes. 
Such  implementH  of  mischief,  as  shall  dash 
To  pieces,  and  o'erwhelm  whatever  stands 
Adverse,  that  they  shall  fear  we  have  disarmed 
The  Thund'rer  of  his  only  dreaded  bolt. 
Nor  long  shall  be  our  labour ;  yet  ere  dawn, 
Effect  shall  end  our  wish.    Mean  while  revive ; 
Abandon  fear ;  to  strength  and  council  join'd 
Think  nothing  hard,  much  less  to  be  despair'd.    498 

He  ended,  and  his  words  their  drooping  cheer 
Enlighten'd,  and  their  languish'd  hope  revived. . 
Th'  invention  all  admired,  and  each,  how  he 
To  be  th'  inventor  miss'd ;  so  easy'  it  seem'd 
Once  found,  which  yet  unfound  most  would  have 
thought  500 

Impossible ;  yet  haply  of  thy  race 
In  future  days,  if  malice  should  abound. 
Some  one  intent  on  mischief,  or  inspired 
With  dev'lish  machination,  might  devise 
like  instrument  to  plague  the  sons  of  men  505 

For  sin,  on  war  and  mutual  slaughter  bent. 
Forthwith  from  council  to  the  work  they  flew  ; 
None  arguing  stood ;  innumerable  hands 
Were  ready ;  in  a  moment  up  they  tum'd 
Wide  the  celestial  soil,  and  saw  beneath  fflO 

Th'  originals  of  nature  in  their  crude 
Conception ;  sulphurous  and  nitrous  foam 
They  foimd,  they  mingled,  and  with  subtle  art. 
Concocted  and  adjusted  they  reduced 
To  blackest  grain,  and  into  store  convey'd.  S15 

Part  hidden  veins  digg'd  up  (nor  hath  this  earth 
Entrails  unlike)  of  mineral  and  stone. 
Whereof  to  found  their  engines  and  their  balls 
Of  missive  ruin  ;  part  incentive  reed    ' 
Provide,  pernicious  with  one  touch  to  fire.  510 

So  all  ere  day-spring,  under  conscious  night, 
Secret  they  finish'd,  and  in  order  set, 

{» •/*"!«»«•*;  to  be  uodentood.  It  b  probable,  u  th* 
ptnmtf  <|iilclif  speedf • 
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Witiii  silent  circamspection  unespy'd. 

Now  -when  fair  mom  orient  in  Heav'n  aiqpe«r*dt 
Up  rose  the  victor  Angela,  and  to  amui  5S9 

The  matin-trtunpet  sung,    in  arms  they  stood 
Of  golden  panoply,  refulgent  host. 
Soon  banded :  others  from  the  dawning  hills 
Look'd  round,  and  scouts  each  coast  light-armed  sooiur^ 
Each  quarter,  to  descry  the  distant  foe,  530 

Where  lodged,  or  whither  fled,  or  if  for  fight, 
Tn  motion  or  in  halt.    Him  soon  they  met 
Under  spread  ensigns  moving  nigh,  in  slow 
But  firm  battalion.    Back  with  speediest  sail 
Zophiel,  of  Cherubim  the  swiftest  wing,  539 

Came  flying,  and  in  mid-air  aloud  thus  cry'd: 

Arm,  Warriors,  arm  for  fight ;  the  foe  at  hand. 
Whom  fled  we  thought,  will  save  us  long  pursuit 
This  day.    Fear  not  his  flight ;  so  thick  a  clood 
He  comes,  and  settled  in  his  face  I  see  549 

Sad  resolution  and  secure.    Let  each 
His  adamantine  coat  gird  well,  and  each 
Fit  well  his  helm,  gripe  fast  his  orbed  shield, 
Borne  ev'n  or  high ;  for  this  day  will  pour  down. 
If  I  coi^ecture  aught,  no  drizzling  show'r,  545 

But  rattling  storm  of  arrows  barb'd  with  fire. 

So  wam'd  he  thera,  aware  themselves,  and  soon 
In  order,  quit  of  all  impediment ; 
Instant  without  disturb  they  took  alarm. 
And  onward  moved  embattled ;  when  behold,       550 
Not  distant  far  with  heavy  pace  the  foe 
Approaching  gross  and  huge,  in  hollow  cube 
Training  his  devilish  engin'ry,  impaled 
On  ev'ry  side  with  shadowing  squadrons  deep. 
To  hide  the  fraud.    At  interview  both  stood  556 

A  while ;  but  suddenly  at  head  appear'd 
Satan,  and  thus  was  heard  commanding  loud : 

Vanguard,  to  right  and  left  the  front  unfold. 
That  all  may  see  who  hate  us,  how  we  seek 
Peace  and  composure,  and  with  open  breast         50f 

537.  Panoply,  complete  armour. 
535.  Zophul,  the  spy  of  God. 
Ml.  Sadf  sttllen,  or  as  in  old  authors  eraw  and  serioot. 
Mt.  Impediment y  like  Uie  Latin  impedimentOf  the  buggaffs 

sf  an  army. 

MS.  Trtunine,  drawing  in  train. 
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Stand  ready  to  recerre  tihem,  if  they  like 
Our  oyerture,  and  torn  not  back  perrerae ; 
Bat  that  I  doubt.    However  witness  Hearen* 
Heay'n  witness  tiion  anon,  while  we  discharge 
Freely  oar  part ;  ye  who  appointed  stand,  m 

Do  as  ye  have  in  charge,  and  briefly  toach 
What  we  propoand;  and  load  that  all  may  hear. 

So  scoffing*  in  ambignotis  words,  he  scarce 
Had  ended ;  when  to  right  and  left  the  front 
Divided,  and  to  either  flank,  retired :  STi 

Which  to  o«tr  eyes  diacover'd,  new  and  strange, 
A  triple  mounted  row  of  pillars  laid 
On  wheels  (for  like  to  pillars  most  they  seem'd. 
Or  hoUow'd  bodies  made  of  oak  or  fir. 
With  branches  lopt,  in  wood  pr  mountain  fell'd)  S79 
Brass,  iron,  stony  mold,  had  not  their  mouths 
With  hideous  orifice  gaped  on  us  wide, 
Portending  hollow  truce.    At  each,  behind, 
A  Seraph  stood,  and  in  bis  hand,  a  reed 
Stood  waving,  tipt  with  fire :  while  we  suspense  990 
Collected  stood  within  our  thoughts  amused. 
Not  long,  for  sudden  all  at  once  their  reeds 
Put  forth,  and  to  a  narrow  vent  apply'd 
With  nicest  touch.    Immediate  in  a  flame,  984 

But  soon  obscured  with  smoke,  all  Heav'n  appear'd. 
Prom  those  deep-throated  engines  belch'd,  whose  roar 
[mbowel'd  with  outrageous  noise  the  air, 
And  all  her  entrails  tore,  disicorging  foul 
Their  devlish  glut,  chain'd  thunderbolts  and  hail 
Of  iron  globes;  which  on  the  victor  host  990 

Levell'd  with  such  impetuous  fury  smote, 
That  whom  they  hit,  none  on  their  feet  might  stand. 
Though  standing  else  as  rocks,  but  down  they  fell 
By  thousands.  Angel  on  Arch- Angel  roU'd; 
The  sooner  for  their  arms ;  unarm'd  they  might  595 
Have  easily  as  Spirits  evaded  swift 
By  quick  contraction  or  remove ;  but  now 
Foul  dissipation  follow'd  and  forced  rout ; 
Nor  served  it  to  relax  their  serried  files. 

576.  Mold,  substance.    There  are  stone  cannon,  it  is  said,  al 
Delfk  in  Holland,  and  Miiton  is  supposed  to  hive  talcen  tliJs  Mm 
from  bavin?  seen  thpra, 
580.  Held,  instead  of  stood,  is  proposed  as  a  new  readinnw 
609.  StrrUi,  from  the  ItalWD  ttrratoi  dew,  compact. 
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Wlwt  dioiild  tii«y  do?  If  on  they  nuh'd,  re| abe  6W 

Bipeated)  and  mdeceirt  oTerthrow 

Dooblad,  would  render  them  3f«t  more  decpiaed, 

And  t»  their  Utm  a  laughter ;  for  in  view 

(keod  rank'd  of  Seraphim  another  row. 

In  poatore  to  diaplode  their  second  tire  MS 

Of  fhnnder:  back  defeated  to  return 

Tliey  wone  abhorred.    Satan  beheld  their  plight. 

And  to  his  Biatea  thus  in  derision  call'd : 

O  Friends,  why  come  not  on  these  Tictors  proud  f 
Ere  while  tiiey  fierce  were  coming;  and  when  we 
To  entertain  them  fair  with  open  front  €11 

And  breast  (what  could  we  more  1)  propounded  terms 
Of  compoeition,  straight  they  changed  their  minds. 
Flew  off,  and  into  strange  ragaries  fell. 
As  they  would  dance ;  yet  for  a  dance  they  seem'd 
Somewhat  extravagant  and  wild,  perhaps  010 

For  joy  of  offered  peace.  But  I  suppose. 
If  our  proposals  once  again  were  heard. 
We  should  compel  them  to  a  quick  result. 

To  whom  thus  Belial,  in  like  garoefiome  mood :  090 
Leader,  the  terms  we  sent  were  terms  of  weight. 
Of  hard  contents,  and  full  of  fotce  urged  home. 
Such  as  we  might  perceive  amused  them  all. 
And  stumbled  many ;  who  receives  them  right. 
Had  need  from  head  to  foot  well  understand ;       025 
Not  understood,  this  gift  they  have  besides. 
They  shew  us  when  our  foes  ^alk  not  upright. 

So  they  among  themselves  in  pleasant  vein, 
Stood  scoffing,  heighten'd  in  their  thoughts  beyond 
All  doubt  of  victory ;  Eternal  Might  030 

To  match  with  their  inventions  they  presumed 
So  easy',  and  of  his  fliunder  made  a  scorn. 
And  all  his  host  derided,  while  they  stood 
A  while  in  trouble  :  but  they  stood  not  long ; 
Rage  prompted  them  at  leng^,  and  found  them  anai 
Against  such  hellish  mischief  fit  to'  oppose  030 

Porthwitii  (behold  the  excellence,  the  pow'r. 
Which  God  hath  in  his  mighty  Angels  placed  t) 
Tkalr  arms  away  they  threw,  and  to  the  bins 
(For  earth  hath  this  variety  from  Heav'n 

MO.  Belial  wu  moKtflltcd  by  his  character  to  malce  lbs 

(Oi.  Sec  Virgil,  JEn.  1.  IM. 
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Of  pleasure  situate  in  hill  and  dale) 

Light  as  the  lightning  glimpse  they  ran,  the^  fleiri 

From  their  foundations  loos'ning  to  and  fro. 

They  pluck'd  the  seated  hills  with  all  their  loadt 

Rocks,  waters,  woods,  and,  by  the  shaggy  tops     M5 

Uplifting,  bore  them  in  their  hands.    Amaze, 

Be  sure,  and  terror  seized  the  rebel  host. 

When  coming  towards  them  so  dread  they  saw 

The  bottom  of  the  mountains  upward  tum'd ; 

Till  on  thosQ  cursed  engines  triple-row  6541 

They  saw  them  whelm 'd,  and  all  their  confidence 

Under  th&  weight  of  mountains  buried  deep ; 

Themselves  invaded  next,  and  on  their  heads 

Main  promontories  flung,  which  in  the  air  654 

Came  shadowing,  and  oppress'd  whole  legions  arm'd. 

Their  armour  help'd  their  harm,orush'd  in  and  bruis'd 

Into  their  substance  pent,  which  wrought  tbem  pain 

Implacable,  and  many  a  dolorous  groan 

Long  struggling  underneath,  ere  they  could  wind 

Out  of  such  pris'u, though  Spirits  of  purest  light;  60C 

Purest  at  first,  now  gross  by  sinning  grown. 

The  rest  in  imitation  to  like  arms 

Betook  them,  and  the  neighb'ring  hills  uptore  : 

So  hills  amid  the  air  encounter'd  hilla, 

Hurl'd  to  and  fro  with  jaculation  dire,  fi05 

That  under  ground  they  fought  in  dismal  shade ; 

Infernal  noise  !  War  secm'd  a  civil  game 

To  this  uproar:  horrid  confusion  heap'd 

Upon  confusion  rose :  and  now  all  Heav'n 

Had  gone  to  wrack,  with  ruin  overspread,  670 

Had  not  th'  Almighty  Father,  where  he  sits 

Shrined  in  his  sanctuai'y  of  Heav'n  secure. 

Consulting  on  the  sum  of  things,  foreseen 

This  tumult,  and  permitted  all,  advised : 

That  his  great  purpose  he  might  so  fulfil,  675 

To  honour  his  anointed  Son  avenged 

661.  It  is  handlT  necessary  to  call  the  reader's  attention  to  the 
admirable  moral  lesson  given  by  the  idea  in  this  line. 

669.  It  should  be  observed  hovr  the  horrors  thicken  as  this  war 
of  angels  proceeds :  no  poet  ever  equalled  the  terrible  sublimity 
of  these  descriptions.  Homer  we  cannot  doubt  would  have  done 
to,  had  he  had  Milton's  subject  and  the  prophets'  lif^ht  which 
revelation  gave  him,  but  as  it  was,  he  could  soar  no  higher  thao 
the  hignest  point  of  earth,  which  though  he  made  it  the  veif 
Ibrone  of  sublimity  wai  still  but  earth. 
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UpoB  his  enemies,  and  to  declare 

All  pow'r  on  kim  tramferr'd^  wbenee  to  kis  Sen 

Th*  AocesMT  of  hie  throne,  he  thus  beg^an  : 

Sflblgence  of  my  glory.  Son  beloved,  <0t 

Bon  in  whose  face  invisible  is  behdd 
Visibly  what  by  Deity  I  am. 
And  in  wheee  hand  what  by  decree  I  do, 
Second  Omnipotence,  two  days  are  past. 
Two  days,  as  we  compute  the  days  of  Heav'n,      ^86 
Since  Michael  and  his  Pow'rs  went  forth  to  tame 
riaese  disobedient.    Sore  hath  been  their  figrht. 
As  likeliest  was,  when  two  such  foes  met  arm'd ; 
For  to  themsehres  I  left  them,  and  thou  know'st 
Bqnal  in  their  creation  they  were  form'd,  000 

Save  what  sin  hath  impair'd,  which  yet  hath 
Insensibly,  for  I  suspend  their  doom ;  [wroagkt 

Whence  in  perpetaal  fight  they  needs  must  last 
Endless,  and  no  solution  will  be  found. 
War  wearied  hath  perform'd  what  war  can  do,     005 
And  to  disorder'd  rage  let  loose  the  reins. 
With  mountains  as  with  weapons  arm'd,  which  makes 
Wild  work  in  Heav'n,  and  dang'rous  to  the  main. 
Two  days  are  therefore  past,  the  third  is  thine ; 
For  thee  I  have  ordain'd  it,  and  thus  far  700 

I  Have  sufTer'd,  that  the  glory  may  be  thine 
Of  ending  this  great  war,  since  none  but  Thou 
Can  end  it.    Into  Thee  such  virtue'  and  gn'aee 
f  mmeuse  I  have  transfused,  that  all  may  know 
In  Heav'n  and  Hell  thy  pow'r  above  compare ;     70S 
And  this  perverse  commotion  govem'd  thus. 
To  manifest  thee  worthiest  to  be  Heir 
Of  an  things ;  to  be  Heir  and  to  be  King 
By  sacred  unction,  thy  deserved  right. 
G«  tken,  then  Mightiest  in  thy  Fathei^s  might,    710 
Ascend  my  chariot,  guide  the  rapid  wheels 
That  shake  Hea^'n's  basis,  bring  forth  all  my  war. 
My  bow  and  thunder ;  my  almighty  arms 
Gird  on,  and  sword  upon  thy  puissant  thigh : 
Pursue  these  sons  of  darkness,  drive  them  oat      7U 
From  all  Heav'n's  bound.-*  into  the  utter  deep ; 
There  let  them  learn,  as  likes  them,  to  despise 

6S1.  Invisible,  f»r,  thtt  which  ii  InvWUe. 
fM.  See  <he  eriKlBsl  oTtMs «plendidl  punge*  Ps.  kIv.ILV 
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God  and  MeBsiah  his  anointed  King. 

He  laid,  and  on  hi*  Son  with  raini  direct 
Shone  full ;  he  all  hia  Fadier  fidi  expraaa'd  7M 

Xneflbbly  into  his  face  received; 
And  thus  the  filial  Godhead  answ'ring,  epaka  t 

O  Father,  O  Supreme  of  HeaVnly  Threnea, 
First,  Highest,  Holiest,  Best,  thou  always  sart'at 
To  gknify  thy  Son ;  I  always  thee,  791 

As  is  most  Just;  this  I  my  glory'  account. 
My  exaltatum,  and  my  whole  delight, 
That  ttioB  in  me  well  pleased,  dedar^st  thy  witt 
FnlfiU'd ;  which  to  fulfil  is  all  my  bliss. 
Sceptre  and  pow'r,  thy  giving,  I  assume,  73t 

And  gladlier  shall  resign,  when  in  the  end 
Thou  Shalt  be  AU  in  All,  and  I  in  tibee 
For  erer,  and  in  me  all  whom  thou  lor'st : 
But  wlwnn.thou  bat'st,  I  hate,  ai\d  can  put  on* 
Thy  terrors,  as  I  put  thy  mildness  on,  f99 

Image  of  thee  in  all  things ;   and  shall  soon, 
Arm'd  with  thy  might,  rid  Heav'n  of  these  rebeR'd, 
To  their  prepared  ill  mansion  driv'n  doMm, 
To  chains  of  darkness,  and  th'  undying  wonn» 
That  from  thy  just  obedience  could  reyolt,  740 

Whom  to  obey  is  happiness  entire. 
Then  shall  thy  Saints  unmixM,  and  from  th'  imp«|| 
Far  separate,  circling  thy  holy  mount. 
Unfeigned  Hallelujahs  to  thee  sing. 
Hymns  of  high  praise :  and  I  among  them  Chief.  745 

So  said,  he  o'er  his  sceptre  bowing,  rose 
Prom  the  right  hand  of  glory  where  he  sat ; 
And  the  third  sacred  morn  began  to  shine, 
Bawning  through  Heav'n.    Forth  rush'd  with  whirls 
The  chariot  of  paternal  Deity,  [wind  smmd 

Flashing  thick  flames,  wheel  within  wheel  undnawn. 
Itself  instinct  with  Spirit,  but  convoy'd 
By  four  Cherubic  shapes :  four  faces  each    . 
Had  wondrous;  as  with  stars  their  bodies  alt 
And  wings  were  set  with  eyes,  with  eyes  the  wkeete 
Of  beryl,  and  careering  fires  between ;  7M 

733.  1  Cor.  XT.  M.  and  Jotm  xriL 
748.  Milton  is  rappnse :,  by  making  the  contest  laat  thrM  dm,,  ts 
alluac  lo  the  tioie  occupied  b    the  death  and  resurrectioa  of  CM* 
na.  Sea  EwkM  k  4»  also  lao.  btvi.  u. 
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Ow  Hktb  hMdji  a  crjrstal  firmament, 

Wkereon  a  sapphire  throne,  inlaid  with  port 

Amber,  and  eoloors  of  the  show'ry  arcju 

He  in  celestial  panoply  all  arm'd  741 

Of  ndJaat  Urim,  work  divinely  wrought, 

Aecended.    At  his  right  hand  victory 

lat  eagle-wing'd ;  beside  him  hung  his  bow 

iad  foiver  with  three-bolted  thunder  stored ; 

And  firom  abont  him  fierce  efftision  roll'd  781 

Of  smoke  and  bick.'ring  flame  and  sparkles  dire : 

Attended  with  ten  thousand  thousand  Saints, 

He  onward  came ;  far  off  his  coming  shone ; 

And  twenty  thousand  (1  their  number  heard) 

Chariots  of  God,  half  on  each  hand  were  seen.     77t 

He  on  tiie  wings  of  Cherub  rode  sublime 

On  the  cryst411ine  sky,  in  sapphire  throned, 

mnsCrious  far  and  wide,  but  by  his  own 

First  seen;  them  unexpected  joy  surprised, 

Whoi  tiie  great  ens^j^  of  Messiah  blazed  77S 

Aloft,  by  Angels  borne,  his  sign  in  Heav'n  ; 

l^der  whose  conduct  Michael  soon  reduced 

His  army,  circumfiwed  on  either  wing. 

Under  tiheir  Head  embody'd  all  in  one. 

Befinre  him  pow'r  divine  his  way  prepared :  7M 

At  his  eommand  th'  uprooted  hills  retired 

Each  to  his  place;  they  heard  his  voice,  and  went 

Obsequious;   Heav*n  his  wonted  face  renew'd. 

And  with  fi«sh  flow'rets  hill  and  valley  smiled. 

This  saw  his  hapless  foes,  but  stood  obdured,         7&S 

And  to  rebellions  fight  rallied  their  Pow'rs 

Insensate,  hope  conceiving  from  despair. 

In  Heav'nly  Spirits  could  such  perverseness  dwell  t 

But  to  oosnvince  the  proud  what  signs  avail. 

Or  wonders  more  th'  obdurate  to  relent  t  7M 

They,  haiden'd  more  by  what  might  most  reclaim, 

Offieving  to  see  his  glory,  at  the  sight 

Took  envy;  and  aspiring  to  his  highth, 

Stood  re-embattled  fierce,  by  force  or  fraud 

7fO.  The  Urim  and  Thummim  formed  part  of  Aaroo's  bressl 
piste.   The  former  In  Hebrew  means  light,  the  Huer  perfntioiu 

Its.  Pi.  ztUL  8.  U  a.  for  the  next  line  see  Jude  14.  Piu  IxtUI. 
IT.  Bev.vil.  4.  m.  Pt.  xvfU.  lo. 

7n»  Ub  doSMfitl  whether  MUloa  alluded  to  any  particular  firn 
We  bet  MseredW,  I  think,  not  to  the  crot^  «■  baa  hwa  sappoaed. 
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Weening  to  prosper,  and  at  length  preTafl 

Agfainst  God  and  Messiah,  or  to  fall 

In  universal  ruin  last ;  and  now 

To  final  battle  drew,  disdaining  flight 

Or  faint  retreat ;  when  the  g^reat  Son  of  Ood 

To  all  his  host  on  either  hand  thus  spake  : 

Stand  still  in  bright  array,  ye  Saints ;  here  stand 
Te  Angels  arm'd,  this  day  from  battle  rest: 
Faithful  hath  been  your  warfare,  and  of  God 
Accepted,  fearless  in  his  righteous  cause ; 
And  as  ye  have  received,  so  have  ye  done  MS 

Invincibly  :  but  of  this  cursed  crew 
llie  punishment  to  other  hand  belongs : 
Vengeance  is  his,  or  whose  he  sole  appoints ; 
Number  to  this  day's  work  is  not  ordain'd, 
Nor  multitude ;  stand  only  and  behold  810 

God's  indignation  on  these  Godless  pour'd 
By  me  ;  not  you,  but  me,  they  have  despbed. 
Yet  envy'd.    Against  me  is  all  their  rage. 
Because  the  Father,  t'  whom  in  Heav'n  supreme 
Kingdom,  and  pow'r,  and  glory  appertains,  S10 

Hath  honour'd  me  according  to  his  will. 
Therefore  to  me  their  doom  he  hath  assign 'd ; 
That  they  may  have  their  wisli,  to  try  with  me 
In  battle  which  the  stronirer  proves  ;  they  all, 
Or  I  alone  against  them,  since  by  strength 
They  measure  all,  of  other  excellence 
Not  emulous,  nor  care  who  them  excels  ; 
Nor  other  strife  with  them  do  I  vouchsafe. 

So  spake  the  Son,  and  into  terror  changed 
His  count'nance,  too  sevei'e  to  be  beheld. 
And  full  of  wrath  bent  on  his  enemies. 
At  once  the  Four  spread  out  their  starry  wings 
With  dreadful  shade  contiguous,  and  the  orbs 
Of  nis  fierce  chariot  roU'd,  as  with  the  sound 
Of  torrent  floods,  or  of  a  num'rous  host. 
He  on  his  impious  foes  right  onward  drove. 
Gloomy  as  night :  under  his  burning  wheels 
The  steadfast  empyrean  shook  throughout. 
All  but  the  throne  itself  of  God.    Full  soon 
Among  them  he  arrived  ;  in  his  right  hand 

839.  Olcomjf  as  night,  from  Homer,  who  so  mentlom  ApoUe 
and  Hector. 
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OrmMfing  ten  thousand  thunders*  which  he  sent 

Befora  him,  auch  as  ia  their  souls  infix'd 

Plagues.    They  ascoui8h'd,  all  resistance  lost, 

411  courage ;  down  their  idle  weapons  dropt ; 

O'er  shields  and  helms  and  helmed  heads  he  rode 

Of  Thrones  and  mighty  Seraphim  prostr&te,         S47 

That  wish'd  the  mountains  now  might  be  again 

Thrown  ou  them,  as  a  shelter  from  his  ire. 

Nor  less  on  either  side  tempestuous  fell 

His  arrows,  from  the  fourfold-visaged  Four,  845 

Distinct  with  eyes,  and  from  the  living  wheels 

Distinct  alike  with  multitude  of  eyes ; 

One  Spirit  in  ti&em  ruled,  and  ev'ry  eye 

Glared  lightning,  and  shot  forth  pemicious  fire 

Among  th'  accursed,  that  wither'd  all  their  strength, 

And  of  their  wonted  vigour  left  them  drain'd,      851 

Ihhansted,  spiritless,  afflicted,  fall'n. 

Yet  half  his  streng^  he  put  not  forth,  but  check'd 

His  thunder  in  mid  volley  ;  for  he  meant 

Not  to  destroy,  but  root  them  out  of  Heav'n.        855 

The  overthrown  he  raised,  and,  as  a  herd 

Of  goats  or  tim'roiis  flock  together  throng'd. 

Drove  them  before  him  thunder-struck,  pursued 

With  terrors  and  with  furies  to  the  bounds 

And  crystal  wall  of  Heav'n  ;  which  opening  wide, 

BrOll'd  inward,  and  a  spacious  gap  disclosed  861 

Into  the  wasteful  deep.    The  monstrous  sight 

Struck  them  with  horror  backward,  but  far  worse 

Urged  them  behind  :  headlong  themselves  they  threw 

Down  from  the  verge  of  Heav'n  ;  eternal  wrath  865 

Bomt  after  them  to  the  bottomless  pit. 

Hell  heard  th'  unsufTerable  noise  ;  Hell  saw 
Heav'n  mining  from  Heav'n,  and  would  have  fled 
Allrighted ;  but  strict  Fate  had  cast  too  deep 
Her  dark,  foundations,  and  too  fast  had  bound.      870 
Nine  days  they  fell :  confoimded  Chaos  roar'd. 
And  felt  tenfold  confusion  in  their  fall 
Through  his  wild  anarchy,  so  huge  a  rout 
Incumber'd  him  with  ruin.    Hell  at  last 
Yawning,  received  them  whole,  and  on  them  closed ; 
■ell,  their  fit  habitation,  fraught  with  fire  878 

«49.  Rev.  Tl.  IS.  859.  Job  vl.  4. 

■!••  Butmimg,  from  tfae  Lada  ntOf  to  nub  or  fall  headlong. 
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Unquencluible,  the  house  of  woe  and  {Min. 
Disburden 'd  Hear'n  rejoiced,  and  soon  repahr*d 
Her  mural  breacht  returning  whence  it  roll'd. 
Sole  victor  from  th'  expulsion  of  his  Ibes, 
Messiah  his  triumphal  chariot  tnm'd : 
To  meet  him,  all  his  saints,  who  silent  stood 
Eye-witnesses  of  his  almighty  acts. 
With  jubilee  advanced ;  and  as  they  went. 
Shaded  with  branching  palm,  each  order  bright. 
Sang  triumph,  and  him  suug  victorious  King, 
Son,  Heir,  and  Lord,  to  him  dominion  given. 
Worthiest  to  reign.    He  celebrated  rode 
Triumphant  through  mid  Heav'n,  into  the  courts 
And  temple  of  his  Mighty  Father  throned  80i 

On  high  ;  who  into  glory  him  received ; 
Where  now  he  sits  at  the  right  hand  of  bliss. 
Thus  measuring  things  in  Heav'n  by  things  ov 
Earth, 
At  thy  request,  and  that  thou  may'st  beware 
By  what  is  past,  to  thee  I  have  reveal'd 
What  might  have  else  to  human  race  been  hid  ; 
The  discord  which  befel,  and  war  in  Heav'n 
Among  th'  Angelic  Pow'rs,  and  the  deep  fall. 
Of  those  too  high  aspiring,  who  rebell'd 
With  Satan ;  he  who  envies  now  thy  state. 
Who  now  is  plotting  how  he  may  seduce 
Thee  also  from  obedience,  that  with  him 
Bereaved  of  happiness  thou  may'st  partake 
Kb  punishment,  eternal  misery : 
Which  would  be  all  his  solace  and  revenge. 
As  a  despite  done  against  the  Most  High, 
Thee  once  to  gain  companion  of  his  woe. 
But  listen  not  to  his  temptations,  warn 
Thy  weaker ;  let  it  profit  thee  to'  have  heard. 
By  terrible  example,  the  reward 
Of  disobedience.    Firm  they  might  have  stood. 
Yet  fell ;  remember,  and  fear  to  transgress. 

888.  Rev.  iv.  1}. 
•00.  Htm  is  nndentood  after  envies— or,  II U  after  ktk 
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Dmcird  bom  Hear'u,  TJnala,  hy  thai  aaaa  ' 
It  ilgbtly  Iboa  ut  call'd,  whose  yoice  dinne 
VoUDwiD^,  aboTe  Ih'  Olymplui  bill  I  lou, 
Abort!  tbe  flj^t  of  Pegartan  wing. 
Tfas  meuunE,  nol  the  nsme  I  csll ;  for  Ihcni        S 
Nor  of  the  Muai  nine,  nor  on  the  Ion 
Of  old  Olympiu  dwell'n,  bat  heKT'oly  bora : 
Babra  1^  hillfl  ■ppear'd,  or  IbnDtain  flow'4 
Tbon  wiiheleraal  WudomdidaleonTeno, 
WUom  lb;  aiMer,  and  witfi  ber  didBt  ptay       IB 
Id  preaeDce  ot  tb'  Almigbty  FHlher,  pleaMd 
Wfth  ihy  celaatial  aong.     Up  led  by  [bee 
Into  tbe  HeaT'a  of  HeaVas  I  have  preBnmed, 
An  euthly  gaeet,  and  drawn  empyreal  air, 
Tbytempring,  Witfalike  Bafctygaideddann.  IE 
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Dismounted,  on  th'  Aleian  field  I  fall 

Erroneous,  there  to  wander  send  forlom.  M 

Half  yet  remains  unsuni; ,  but  narrower  bound 

Within  the  visible  diurnal  ^bere  ; 

Standing  on  earth,  not  rapt  above  the  pole, 

More  safe  I  sing  with  mortal  voice,  unchang^ 

To  hoarse  or  mute,  though  fall'n  on  evil  days,        11 

On  evil  days  though  fall'n,  and  evil  tongues ; 

In  darkness,  and  with  dangers  com]>ass'd  round 

And  solitude ;  yet  not  alone,  while  thou 

Visit'st  my  slumbers  nightly,  or  wbed  morn 

Purples  the  east :  still  govern  thou  my  song,  M 

Urania,  and  fit  audience  find,  though  few ; 

But  drive  far  off  the  barb'rous  dissonance 

Of  Bacchus  and  bis  revellers,  the  race 

Of  that  wild  ront  that  tore  the  Thracian  bard 

In  Rhodope,  where  woods  and  rocks  had  ears        8S 

To  rapture,  till  the  savage  clamour  drown 'd 

Bodi  harp  and  voice  ;  nor  could  the  Muse  defend 

Her  son.    So  fail  not  thou,  who  thee  implores  ; 

For  thou  art  heav'nly,  she  an  empty  dream. 

Say,  Goddess,  what  ensued  when  Raphael,  40 

The  affable  Arch-Aagel,  had  forewarn 'd 
Adam,  by  dire  example,  to  beware 
Apostasy,  by  what  befel  in  Heav'n 
To  thode  apostates,  lest  the  like  befal 
In  Paradise  to  Adam  or  his  race,  45 

Charged  not  to  touch  the  interdicted  tree, 
If  they  transgress,  and  sli^^ht  that  sole  command* 
So  easily  obey'd  amid  the  choice 
Of  all  tastes  else  to  please  their  appetite, 
Thotigh  wand'ring.    He  with  his  consorted  Evo     M 
The  story  heard  attentive,  and  was  fiU'd 
With  admiration  and  deep  muse,  to  hear 
Of  things  so  high  and  strange,  things  to  their  thongU 
So  unimaginable  as  hate  in  Heav'n, 
And  war  so  neax  the  peace  of  God  in  bliss  IS 

31.  Half  of  the  Episode,  or  Raphael's  accousL         • 
35.  An  allusioii  to  the  condition  of  himfie)f  in  the  praSlrate  tni 

IrreHgtouB  tiroes  of  Charles  the  Second,  during  which  bliiMl  sad 

■efrlected,  he  lived  in  an  obscure  retreat,  but  piobabl*  in  danger 

•f  persecution  for  liis  principlc-s. 
as.  Onthnu.  the  Thracian  oard  was  lorn  to  pieces  by  the  vo* 

tariea  of  Biccuus,  In  Rhodope,  a  mountain  of  Thrace. 
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With  such  confusion :  but  the  evU  soon 

Driv'n  back,  redounded  as  a  llood  on  those 

From  whom  it  sprung,  impossible  to  mix 

With  blessedness.    Whence  Adam  soon  repeal'd 

The  doubts  that  in  his  heart  arose :  and  now  M 

Led  on,  yet  sinless,  with  desire  to  know 

What  nearer  might  concern  him ;  how  Una  world 

Of  Hear'n  and  Earth  conspicuous,  first  began; 

When,  and  whereof  created ;  for  what  cause 

What  within  Eden  or  without  was  done  09 

BefSore  his  memory,  as  one  whose  drouth 

Yet  scarce  allay'd,  still  eyes  the  current  stream, 

Whuee  liquid  murmur  heard  new  thirst  excites. 

Proceeded  thus  to  ask  his  heav'nly  guest : 

Great  things,  and  full  of  wonder  in  our  ears,       70 
Far  differing  frahi  this  world,  thou  hast  rereal'd, 
Divine  interpretei*,  by  farour  sent 
Down  from  the  empyrean,  to  forewarn 
Us  timely'  of  what  might  else  have  been  our  loss, 
Unknown,  which  human  knowledge  could  not  reach : 
For  which  to  th'  infinitely  Good  we  owe  70 

Immortal  thanks,  and  his  admonishment 
Receive  with  solemn  purpose,  to  observe 
Immutably  his  sov'rcign  will,  the  end 
Of  what  we  are.    But  since  thou  hast  vouchsafed  89 
Gently  for  our  instruction  to  impart 
Things  above  earthly  thought,  which  yet  concem'd 
Our  knowing,  as  to  highest  wisdom  seem'd. 
Deign  to  descend  now  lower,  and  relate 
What  may  no  less  perhaps  avail  us  known :  85 

How  first  beg^an  diis  Heav'n  which  we  behold 
Distant  so  high,  with  moving  fires  adom'd 
Innumerable,  and  this  which  yields  or  fills 
All  space,  the  ambient  air  wide  interfused 
Embracing  round  this  florid  Earth ;  what  cause     M 
Moved  the  Creator  in  his  holy  rest 
Through  all  eternity  so  late  to  build 
In  Chaos,  and  the  work  begun,  how  soon 
Absolved,  if  nnforbid  thou  may'st  unfold 
What  we,  not  to  explore  the  secrets,  ask  M 

9S.  A  qaesdon  often  tince  ahked.  bnt  well  answered  by  the  con* 
•Meradon,  that  whenever  tlie  world  had  been  created  there  woaM 
iMve  been  an  eternity  before  ita  existence* 
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Of  his  eternal  empire,  but  the  more 

To  magnify  bis  -works,  the  more  we  know. 

And  the  g^reat  light  of  day  yet  wants  to  nm 

Much  of  hii  race,  thongh  steep ;  suspensa  in  Hear^ 

Held  by  thy  Toice,  thy  potent  Tolce,  he  hears,      !•• 

And  longer  will  delay  to  bear  thee  tell 

His  generation,  and  the  rising  lAtth    . 

Of  nature  from  the  unapparent  deep ; 

Or  if  the  star  of  ev'ning  and  the  moon 

Haste  to  thy  audience,  night  with  her  will  bring  IM 

Silence,  and  sleep  listing  to  thee  will  watch ; 

Or  we  can  bid  bis  absence,  till  thy  song 

End,  and  dismiss  thee  ere  the  morning  shine. 

Thus  Adam  bis  illustrious  g^est  besought ; 
And  thus  the  Ood-Iike  Angel  answer'd  mild :        IM 
This  also  thy  request  with  caution  ask'd 
Obtain  ;  though  to  recount  almig-hty  works, 
What  words  or  tongue  of  Seraph  can  suffice. 
Or  heart  of  man  suffice  to  comprehend  7 
Yet  what  thou  canst  attain,  which  best  may  serve 
To  glorify  the  Maker,  and  infer  US 

Thee  also  happier,  shall  not  be  withheld 
Thy  hearii^ ;  such  commission  from  above 
I  have  received,  to  answer  thy  desire 
Of  knowledge  within  bounds  ;  beyond  abstain      IM 
To  ask,  nor  let  thine  own  inventions  hope 
Things  not  reveal'd,  which  th'  invisible  King, 
Only  omniscient,  bath  suppress'd  in  nivht ; 
To  none  communicable  in  Earth  or  Heav'n  ; 
Enough  is  left  besides  to  search  and  know :  I2ft 

But  knowledge  is  as  food,  and  needs  no  less 
Her  temp'rance  over  appetite,  to  know 
In  measure  what  the  mind  may  well  contain ; 
Oppresses  else  with  surfeit,  and  soon  turns 
Wisdom  to  folly',  as  nourishment  to  wind.  130 

Know  then,  tiiat  after  Lucifer  from  Heav'n 
(So  call  him,  brighter  once  amidst  the  host 
Of  Angels  than  t^at  star  the  stars  among) 
Fell  with  his  flaming  legions  through  the  deep 
Into  bis  place,  and  the  gr^^t  Son  retum'd  IM'- 

Victorious  with  his  saints,  th'  Omnipotent 
Eternal  Father  from  his  throne  beheld 
»  108.  Oen.  I.  3.  IS3.  InvitibU,  m  in  Scrlptnrcu 
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Tlieir  multitude » and  to  his  Son  tiras  spalce  t 

At  least  our  envious  foe  hath  failM,  who  fhooght 
An  like  himself  rebellious :  by  -whose  aid  141 

TlUs  inaccessible  high  strengdi,  the  seat 
Of  Deity  supreme,  us  dispoesess'd. 
Ha  trusted  to  haye  seized,  and  into  fi«nd 
Drew  many,  whom  their  place  knows  here  no  moral 
Tet  far  the  greater  part  hav^  kept,  I  see,  14S 

Their  station ;  Hear'n  yet  populous  retains 
Number  suiBcient  to  possess  her  realms 
Though  wide,  and  this  high  temple  to  frequent 
With  ministeries  due  and  solemn  rites  s 
But  lest  his  heart  exalt  him  in  the  harm  t9i 

Already  done,  to  have  dispeopled  Heaven, 
My  damage  fondly  deem'd,  I  can  repmr 
That  detriment,  if  such  it  be  to  lose 
Self-lost,  and  in  a  moment  will  create 
Another  world  ;  out  of  one  man  a  race  IM 

Of  men  innumerable,  there  to  dwell. 
Not  here,  till  by  degrees  of  merit  raised. 
They  open  to  themselves  at  length  the  way 
Up  hither,  under  long  obedience  try'd. 
And  Earth  be  changedto  Heav'n,and  Heav'nto  Earth, 
One  kingdom,  joy  and  union  without  end.  101 

Mean  while  inhabit  lax,  ye  Pow'rs  of  Heav'n ; 
And  thou,  my  Word,  begotten  Son,  by  thee 
This  I  perform ;  speak  thou  and  be  it  done. 
My  overshadowing  Spirit  and  might  with  thee.    105 
I  send  along  ;  ride  forth,  and  bid  the  deep 
Within  appointed  bounds  be  Heav'n  and  Earth, 
Boundless  the  deep,  because  I  am  who  fill 
Infinitude,  nor  vacuous  the  space. 
Thon^  I  uncircumscribed  myself  retire 
And  xrat  not  forth  my  goodnens  which  is  free 
To  act  or  not,  necessity  and  chance 
Ai^roach  not  me  ;  and  what  I  will  is  fate. 

130.  At  lattt  Instead  of  at  least,  is  proposed. 
144.  Job  vil.  10. 
160.  In  •lIusioD  probably  to  the  o«w  heaven  and  new  eartli 
kefore  mentioned,  and  not,  as  is  supposed,  to  any  mere  itnprove* 
ment  tn  man. 

152.  LaVf  free  to  follow  their  former  angxilic  pleasures  not 
•ccupatioos.  It  has  no  relation,  as  Newton  supposes,  to  spact 
•r  room. 

165.  Lak»i    as. 
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So  spake  th'  Abmglity,  and  to  what  he  tpaJka, 
Hie  Word,  the  filial  Godhead,  g^ye  effect.  170 

Immediate  are  the  acts  uf  God,  more  swift 
Than  time  or  motion ;  bat  to  human  ea» 
Cannot  without  process  of  speech  be  told ; 
So  told  as  earthly  notion  can  receive. 
Great  triumjdi  and  rejoicing  was  in  Hear'n,         IM 
When  such  was  heard  declared  th'  Almighty's  wilL 
Glory  they  sung  to  the  Most  High,  good-will 
To  future  men,  and  in  their  dwellings  peace ; 
Glory  to  him,  whose  just  avenging  ire 
Had  driven  out  th'  ungodly  from  his  sight  185 

And  th'  habitations  of  the  just :  to  him 
Glory  and  praise,  whose  wisdom  had  ordain'd 
Good  out  of  evil  to  create,  imttead 
Of  Spirits  malign,  a  better  race  to  bring 
Into  their  vacant  room,  and  thence  diffuse  10? 

His  good  to  worlds  and  ages  infinite. 

So  sang  the  Hierarchies :  Mean  while  the  Son 
On  his  great  expedition  now  appear'd. 
Girt  with  omnipotence,  with  radiance  crown'd 
Of  majesty  divine  ;  sapience  and  love  19S 

Immense,  and  all  his  Father  in  him  shone. 
About  his  chariot  numberless  were  pour'd 
Cherub  and  Seraph,  Potentates  and  Thrones, 
And  Virtues,  winged  Spirits,  and  chariots  vring'd 
From  th'  armoury  of  God,  where  stand  of  old       SOO 
Myriads  between  two  brazen  mountains  lodged 
Against  a  solemn  day,  hamess'd  at  hand. 
Celestial  equipage :  and  now  came  forth 
Spontaneous,  for  within  them  Spirit  lived, 
Attendant  on  their  Lord  :  Heav'n  open'd  wide       2M 
Her  ever-during  gates,  harmonious  sound  1 
On  golden  hinges  moving,  to  let  forth 
The  King  of  Glory  in  his  pow'rful  Word 
And  Spirit  coming  to  create  new  worlds. 
On  heav'niy  ground  they  stood,  and  from  the  shore 
They  view'd  the  vast  immeasurable  abyss  211 

Outrageous  as  a  sea,  dark,  wasteful,  wild, 
Vp  from  the  bottom  turn'd  by  furious  winds 
And  surging  waves,  as  mountains,  to  assault 

183.  God  iostfuid  of  the  is  propo«ed  by  Bentley* 
193.  Zech.  vl.  1. 
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Hearn's  helgbti  and  with  the  centre  mix  tiie  polt. 

Silence,  ye  troubled  wares,  and  thou  deep, 
Said  then  th'  omnific  Word ;  your  discord  end. 
Nor  stay'd,  but  on  the  wing^  of  Cherubim 
Uplifted,  in  paternal  glory  rode 
Par  into  Chaos,  and  the  world  unborn  ; 
For  Chaos  heard  his  yoice  :  him  all  his  train 
Follow'd  in  bright  procession,  to  behold 
Creation,  and  the  wonders  of  his  might. 
Then  stay'd  the  fervid  wheels,  and  in  his  hand 
He  took,  the  golden  compasses,  prepared  ttS 

In  God's  eternal  store,  to  circumscribe 
This  universe,  and  all  created  things. 
One  foot  he  center'd,  and  the  other  tum'd 
Roimd  through  the  vast  profundity  obscure. 
And  said.  Thus  far  extend,  thus  far  thy  bounds,   S30 
This  be  thy  just  circumference,  O  world  I 
Thus  God  the  Heav*n  created,  thus  the  Earth, 
Matter  unform'd  and  void.    Darkness  profound 
Corer'd  th'  abyss ;  but  on  the  wat'ry  calm 
His  brooding  wings  the  Spirit  of  €rod  outspread,  9S5 
And  vital  virtue'  infused  and  vital  warmth 
Throughout  the  fluid  mass,  but  downward  pnrg^ 
The  black  tartareous  cold  infernal  dregs 
Adverse  to  life  :  then  founded,  then  conglobed 
Like  things  to  like,  the  rest  to  sev'ral  place  S40 

Disparted,  and  between  spun  out  the  air ; 
And  Earth,  seli-balauced,  on  her  centre  hung. 

Let  there  be  light,  said  God ;  and  forthwith  light 
Ethereal  first  of  things,  quintessence  pure. 
Sprung  from  the  deep,  and  from  her  native  east  249 
To  journey  through  the  aery  gloom  began, 
Spliored   in  a  radiant  cloud ;  for  yet  the  sun 

93S.  ProT.  vlll.  J7. 
tn.  It  Is  well  obcerved,  that  thia  book  ia  a  mai^niflcent  para- 
phrase of  the  Mmaiic  account  of  the  creation. 
MX  Gen.  i.  3.  I  cannot  b«it  observe  here  (hat  one  of  the  mnil 
■■blinie,  and  at  the  same  time  learned  of  modem  rcasoners.  In 
S|ieakln]r  to  me  on  this  paxsa^  of  Scripture,  remark*  d,  that  the 


li  wav  in  which  it  is  understood  is  not  only  incorrect,  hul 
rreatly  diminkdiea  iu  sublimity.  It  ia  hirhly  wroi'i^,  aecordiDjp  to 
him,  tc  suppose  that  liirht  was  first  called  into  bein?  on  the  crea- 
tion of  this  world,  for  Heaven  nad  been  for  ever  filled  with  it,  aa4 
Uod  himself  Is  compared  to  it ;  the  expression.  ooiMnqoentli, 
*l«t  there  be  liKht,'  is  to  be  interpretetl,  '  Lettlie  llrht  flowfertfi* 
fest  there  be  Ufht  snlnin;  from  its  great  original  foaDtaIn  oo  the 
conowndDf  system.' 
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Wm  not :  .ahA  in  a  cloudy  tabenuMd« 

Sqjouru'd  the  while.    God  mw  tibe  light  wm  gooA  | 

And  lig^t  from  darkness  hy  the  hemi^here  SM 

Dirided :  light  the  Day,  and  darkness  Night 

He  named.    Thns  was  the  first  day  er'n  and  aunns 

Nor  past  uncelebrated,  nor  unsung 

By  the  celestial  choirs,  when  orient  light 

Exhaling  first  from  darkness  they  beheld  SU 

Birth-day  of  Heav'n  and  Earth ;   with  joy  and  shout 

The  ludlow  universal  orb  they  fiU'd, 

Andtonch'd  their  golden  harps,  and  hymning  praised 

God  and  his  works;  Creator  hhn  they  sung, 

Both  when  first  ev'ning  was,  and  when  first  mom. 

Again,  God  said.  Let  there  be  firmament  101 

Amid  the  waters,  and  let  it  divide 
The  waters  from  ^e  waters.    And  God  made 
The  firmament,  expanse  of  liquid,  pure. 
Transparent,  elemental  air,  diffused  St5 

In  circuit  to  the  uttermost  oonvex 
Of  this  gpreat  round :  partition  firm  and  sure. 
The  waters  underneath  from  those  aboTe 
Dividing :  for  as  earth,  so  he  the  world 
Built  on  circumfluous  waters  calm,  in  wide  ITO 

Crystalline  ocean,  and  the  loud  misrule 
Of  Chaos  far  removed,  lest  fierce  extremes 
Contiguous  might  diutemper  the  whole  frame : 
And  Heav'n  he  named  the  Firmament.    So  ev*n 
And  morning  chorus  sung  the  second  day.  SfS 

The  earth  was  form'd,  but  in  the  womb  as  yet 
Of  waters,  embryon  immature  involved, 
Appear'd  not.    Over  all  the  face  of  th'  earth 
Main  ocean  flow'd,  not  idle,  but  with  warm 
Prolific  humour  soft'ning  all  her  globe,  tM 

Fermented  the  great  mother  to  conceive. 
Satiate  with  genial  moisture,  when  God  said« 
Be  ^ather'd  now,  ye  waters  under  Heav'n, 
Into  one  place,  and  let  dry  land  appear. 
Immediately  the  mountains  huge  appear  .    988 

Emergent,  and  their  broad  bare  backs  upheave 

990.  Job  xxxvtii.  4. 7.  I  miflrht  multiply  referencea  withontead 
U  thU  part  of  tlie  poem,  but  ft  must  be  left  to  the  industry  or  €•• 
rkslty  of  tiie  reader  to  discover  the  scriptural  aUosloiis  arbsrs  Ihsf 
ttv  so  BaoBeroas  *•  in  the  present  instance. 
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Into  tka  d«id» ;  their  tofM  aocead  tb»  Ayt 

$o  high  M  heayed  the  tumid  hills,  so  low 

Down  Slink  a  hollow  bottom  bxoad  and  deep* 

Capacijras  bed  of  waters :  thither  they  IBt 

iUtfitsd  with  glad  precipitance,  uproU'd 

As  drops  on  dust  conglobiag  from  the  dry ; 

Part  rise  in  orystal  wall,  or  ridge  direct, 

Wtx  haste:  sach  flight  the  great  command  impress'd 

On  the  swift  floods.    As  armies  at  the  call  S99 

Of  tmmpet  (for  of  armies  thou  hast  heard) 

Troop  to  their  standard,  so  the  wat'ry  throng. 

Wave  railing  after  wave,  where  way  they  found ; 

If  steep,  with  torrent  rapture ;  if  through  plain. 

Soft-ebbing :  nor  withstood  them  rock  or  Mil,       300 

But  they,  or  under  ground,  or  circuit  wide 

With  serpent  error  wand'ring,  found  their  way. 

And  on  the  washy  oose  deep  channels  wore ; 

Easy,  ere  God  had  bid  the  ground  be  dry. 

An  but  within  those  banks,  where  rivers  now      905 

Stream,  and  perpetual  draw  their  humid  train. 

The  dry  land.  Earth,  and  the  great  receptacle 

Of  congn*egated  waters  ho  call'd  Seas : 

And  saw  that  it  was  good,  and  said,  Let  th'  earth 

Put  forth  the  verdant  grass,  herb  yielding  seed,  SIO 

And  fruit-tree  yielding  fruit  after  her  kind, 

Whose  seed  is  in  herself  upon  the  earth. 

He  scarce  had  said,  when  the  bare  earth,  till  then 

Desert  and  bar^  unsightly,  unadom'd, 

Brought  forth  the  tender  gprass,  whose  verdure  dad. 

Her  universal  face  with  pleasant  g^en;  310 

Then  herbs  of  every  leaf,  that  sudden  flow'r'd 

Opening  their  various  colours,  and  made  gay 

Her  bosom  smelling  sweet :  and  these  scarce  blown 

Forth  flourish'd  thick  the  clust'ring  vine,  forth  crept 

The  smelling  gourd,  upstood  the  corny  reed  821 

Embattled  in  her  field,  and  th'  humble  shrub. 

And  bush  vnth  frizzled  hair  implicit.    Last 

Rose,  as  in  dance,  the  stately  trees,  and  spread 

Their  branches,  hung  with  copious  fruit,  or  gemm'd 

asi.  Swelling  has  bceo  tlgfirestcd. snd  most  prolisbly  correctly- 

tSS.  ffatr,  corns  it  the  name  in  Latin,  small  leave*,  twifi,  Mh 

«kp{iri<,eii!aofle(l. 

Mi*  Cmimr%  Arosi  ftwrnmr*,  tt»  pat  torOi  I 
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Their  Uoeaoms :  wifh  hig^  woods  the  hillfl  wtri 

CTOwn'd 
With  tofts  the  TsUeySf  and  each  fonntain  side* 
With  borders  long  die  rivers :  that  earth  now 
Seezn'd  like  to  Heay'n*  a  seat  where  Gods  migbt 

dwell/ 
Or  wander  with  delight,  and  lore  to  haunt 
Her  sacred  shades.    Thoogh  God  had  yet  not  rain^ 
Upon  the  earth,  and  man  to  till  the  ground 
None  was,  but  from  the  earth  a  dewy  mist 
Went  up  and  water'd  all  the  ground,  and  each 
Plant  of  the  field,  which,  ere  it  was  in  th'  earth  335 
God  made,  and  ev'ry  berb,  before  it  grew 
On  the  green  stem ;  God  saw  that  it  was  good : 
So  ev'n  and  mom  recorded  the  third  day. 

Again  the  Almif^hty  spake.  Let  there  be  Lights 
High  in  th'  expanse  of  Heaven,  to  divide  349 

The  day  from  night :  and  let  them  be  for  signs. 
For  seasons,  and  for  days,  and  circling  years; 
And  let  them  be  for  lights,  as  I  ordain 
Their  office  in  the  firmament  of  Heav'n, 
To  give  light  on  the  earth :  and  it  was  so.  S49 

And  Cod  made  two  great  lights,  great  for  their  use 
To  Man ;  the  greater  to  have  rule  by  day. 
The  less  by  night  altem  :  and  made  the  stars 
And  set  them  in  the  firmament  of  Heav'n 
T'  illuminate  the  earth,  and  rule  the  day  SSf 

In  their  vicissitude,  and  rule  the  night. 
And  light  from  darkness  to  divide.    God  saw, 
Surveying  his  great  work,  that  it  was  good  : 
For,  of  celestial  bodies,  first  the  sun, 
A  mighty  sphere,  he  framed,  unllghtsome  first,    853 
Though  of  ethereal  mould :  then  form'd  the  moon 
Globose,  and  ev'ry  magnitude  of  stars, 
And  sow'd  with  stars  the  Heav'n  thick  as  a  field  : 
O^  light  by  far  the  greater  part  he  took. 
Transplanted  from  her  cloudy  shrine,  and  placud  800 
In  tlie  sun's  orb,  made  porous  to  receive 
And  drink  the  liquid  .light,  firm  to  retain 
Her  gather'd  beams,  gi'eat  palace  now  of  light. 
Hither,  as  to  their  fountain,  other  stars 
Repairing,  in  their  golden  urns  draw  light* 
And  hence  the  morning  planet  gilds  her  home; 
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By  tiactare  or  reflection  they  angment 

nieilr  small  peculiar,  though  for  human  ugbt 

So  far  remote,  with  diminution  seen. 

First  ia  his  east  the  glorious  lamp  was  seen,        974 

Begent  of  day,  and  all  tk'  horizon  round 

Inrested  with  bright  rays,  jocund  to  run 

His  Imgitode  through  Heav*n's  high  road.  The  grty 

Dawn  and  the  Pleiades  before  him  danced. 

Shedding  sweet  influence.    Less  bright  the  moon. 

Bat  opposite  in  leyell'd  west  was  set     ■  378 

His  mirror,  with  full  face  borrowing  her  light 

From  him,  for  other  light  she  needed  none 

In  that  asptet ;  and  still  that  distance  keeps 

nn  night,  then  in  the  east  her  turn  she  shines,  8M 

RoTOhred  on  Heav'n's  great  axle ;  and  her  reign 

With  thouaand  lesser  lights  dividual  holds. 

With  thousand  thousand  stars,  that  then  appear'd 

Spangling  the  hemisphere.    Then  first  adom'd 

With  her  bright  luminaries  that  set  and  rose,      385 

Glad  er'ning  and  glad  mom  crown'd  the  fourdi  day. 

And  Crod  said,  Let  the  waters  generate 
Reptile  with  spawn  abundant,  living  soul : 
And  let  fowl  fly  above  the  earth,  with  wings 
Display'd  on  th'  open  firmament  of  HeaVn.         8M 
And  God  created  the  great  whales,  and  each 
Soul  living,  each  that  crept,  which  plenteously 
The  waters  generated  by  their  kinds. 
And  ev'ry  bird  of  wing  after  his  kind ; 
And  saw  that  it  was  good,  and  bless'd  them,  saying. 
Be  fruitful,  multiply,  and  in  the  seas,  390 

And  lakes,  and  running  streams,  the  waters  fill ; 
And  let  the  fowl  be  mnltiply'd  on  th'  earth. 
Forthwith  the  sounds  and  seas,  each  creek  and  bay 
With  fry  innumerable  swarm,  and  shoals  40t 

Of  fish  that  with  their  fins  and  shining  scales 
Glide  under  the  green  wave,  in  sculls  that  oft 
Bank  tiie  mid-sea :  part  single  or  with  mate 
Grace  the  sea-weed  their  pasture,  and  through  groves 
Of  coral  stray  or  sporting  with  quick  glance,       4M 
Shew  to  the  sun  their  waved  coats  dropt  with  gold* 
Or  in  their  i>early  sheUs  at  ease,  attend 

Iflk  ForloMffliMfe  Bentiey  reads  hii  long  esrcfr. 
sn.  3b«U«,  aSsson  word,  rigaiiytar  stt  t 
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Moist  nntrimeatt,  or  under  rocks  th«ir  food 

In  jointed  aarmour  watch.    On  smooth  the  itrf. 

And  bended  dolphins  play ;  port  huge  of  hulk      ttt 

Wallowingr  unwieldy',  enormoos  in  their  gt&tt 

Tempest  the  ocean :  there  leriathan, 

Hugest  of  living  creatures,  on  the  deep 

Stretch'd  like  a  promontory,  sleeps  or  swims. 

And  seems  a  moving  land,  and  at  his  gills  41S 

Draws  in,  and  at  his  trunk  spouts  out,  a  sea. 

Meanwhile  the  tepid  caves,  and  fens,  and  shores 

Their  brood  as  uum'rous  hatch,  from  th'  egg  that  i 

Bursting  with  kindly  rupture  forth  disclosed 

Their  callow  young,  but  feather'd  soon  and  fledge 

They  summ'd  their  pens,  and  soai^ing  th'  air  subltmo. 

With  dang  despised  the  ground,  under  a  cloud 

In  prospect :  there  the  eagle  and  the  stork 

On  cli£b  and  cedar  tops  their  eyries  build : 

Part  loosely  wing  the  region,  part  more  wise       49i 

la  common,  ranged  in  figure,  wedge  their  way,    . 

Intelligent  of  seasons,  and  set  forth 

Their  aSry  caravan  high  over  seas 

Flying,  and  over  lands,  with  mutual  wing. 

Easing  their  flight ;  so  steers  the  prudent  crane  430 

Her  annual  voyage,  borne  on  winds ;  the  air 

Floats  as  they  pass,  fann'd  with  unnumber'd  plumes. 

From  branch  to  branch  the  smaller  birds  with  son|p 

Solaced  the  woods,  and  spread  their  painted  wings 

Till  ev'n,  nor  then  the  solemn  nightingale  43S 

Ceased  warbling,  but  all  night  tuned  her  soft  lays : 

Others  on  silver  lakes  and  rivers  bathed 

Their  downy  breast.    The  swan  with  arched  neck 

Between  her  white  wings  mantling  proudly,  rows 

Her  state  with  oary  feet ;  yet  oft  they  quit  (M 

The  dank,  and  rising  on  stiff  pennons,  tow'r 

The  mid  a§real  sky :  others  on  g^und 

Walk'd  firm ;  the  crested  cock,  whose  clarion  sound* 

The  silent  hours,  and  th'  other  whose  gay  train 

Adorns  him,  coloured  with  the  florid  hue 


410.  Bended,  becansi*  so  appeariuir  when  sportinjr  in  the 
4S1.  PeHt,  from  th«>  Lntiii  pmna,  s  feather.    8umm*d,  s  term 
Ml  Mconry,  meaning  fnll  irrnwn. 

423.  Job  xxxix.  37,  38. 

4S6.  MilioQ't  fondnew  fnr  the  nightingale  b  reoMrkab^  ahssni 
m  his  repeated  sUiuions  to  that  Urd. 
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Of  ninbo  ITS  and  starry*  eyes.    TUewatenthvi 
Witb  flail  replenish'd,  and  the  air  with  fowl 
Bv'ning  and  mom  solemniased  the  fifth  day. 

The  sixth,  and  of  creation  last,  arose 
With  ev'ning  harps  and  matin,  when  God  said. 
Let  tfa*  earth  hrii^  forth  Houl-li^ing  in  her  kind, 
Cattle  and  creeping  things,  and  beast  of  th'  eaitfa. 
Each  in  dieir  Lind.   The  earth  obey'd ;  and  straight 
Opening  her  fertile  womb,  teem'd  at  a  birth 
Imnnn'rons  lining  creatures,  perfect  forms,  4S5 

Lhnb'd  and  fall  grown.  Out  of  the  ground  up  rose 
As  from  his  lair  the  wild  beast,  where  he  wons 
In  forest  wild,  in  thicket,  brake,  or  den ; 
Among  the  trees  in  pairs  they  rose,  they  walk'd : 
Tlie  eatde  in  the  fields  and  meadows  green  :       480 
Those  rare  and  solitary,  these  in  flocks, 
Pasf  ring  at  once,  and  in  broad  herds  upsprung. 
The  grassy  clods  now  calred ;  now  half  appeared 
The  tawny  lion,  pawing  to  get  free  4M 

His  hinder  parts,  then  sinrings  as  broke  from  bonds. 
And  rampant  shakes  his  brinded  mane :  the  ounooy 
The  libbard,  and  the  tiger,  as  the  mole 
Hiding,  the  crambled  earth  above  them  threw 
In  hillocs  :  ti^^  swift  stag  from  under  ground       46Q 
Bore  up  his  Iftinching  head  ;  scarce  from  his  mould 
Behemoth,  biggest  bom  of  earth,  upheaved 
His  yastness ;  fleeced  the  flocks  and  bleating  rose. 
As  plants :  ambiguous  between  sea  and  land 
The  riTer-horse  and  scaly  crocodile. 
At  once  came  forth  whatever  creeps  the  g^round,  4T0 
Insect  or  worm :  those  waved  their  limber  fans 
For  wings,  and  smallest  lineaments  exact 
In  all  the  liveries  deok'd  of  summer's  pride. 
With  fcpots  of  gold  and  purple',  azure  and  green : 
These  as  a  line  their  long  dimension  drew,  48i 

Streaking  the  ground  with  sinuous  trace ;  not  all 
Minims  of  nature ;  some  of  serpent  kind. 
Wondrous  in  length  and  corpulence,  involved 
Their  snaky  folds,  and  added  wing^.    First  crept 

407.  The  IMard,  the  leopard,  the  word  to  wed  bv  SpcBMi 
smI  ocben 
«n.  The  Btkemotk  to  tamxiMd  by  Bochsrt  to  be  the  rtver> 
482.  Mmimtt  nem  the  UhD  Jftoisw. 
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The  panbnoaioiu  emmet«  prvvident  4Bi 

Of  future,  in  small  room  Urge  heart  incloaed^ 
Pattern  of  juat  equality  perfaapa 
Hereafter,  jmn'd  in  her  popular  tribea 
Of  commonalty :  awaiming  next  appear'd 
The  female  bee,  that  feed*  her  husband  dnme     4M 
Deliciouidy,  and  bidlds  her  waxen  cells 
With  honey  stored.    The  rest  are  numberless. 
And  thou  their  natures  know'st,  and  gra-v'st  diem 
Needless  to  thee  repeated ;  nor  unknown       [names 
The  serpent,  subtlest  beast  of  all  the  field,  4M 

Of  huge  extent  sometimes,  with  braxen  eyes 
And  hairy  mane  terrific,  though  to  thee 
Not  noxious,  but  obedient  at  thy  call.  * 

Now  Heav'n  in  all  her  glory  shone,  and  roU'd 
Her  motions,  as  the  great  first  Mover's  hand         6M 
Pirst  wheel'd  their  course ;  earth  in  her  rich  attire 
Consummate  lovely  smiled ;  air,  water,  earth. 
By  fowl,  fish, beast,  was  flown,  was  swum,  was  walk'd 
Prequent;  and  of  the  sixth  day  yet  remained; 
There  wanted  yet  the  master-work,  the  end  MS 

Of  all  yet  done ;  a  creature  who  not  prone 
And  brute  as  other  creatures,  but  endued 
With  sanctity  of  reason,  might  erect 
His  stature,  and  upright  with  front  serene 
Crovem  the  rest,  self-knowing,  and  from  thence   fflf 
Magnanimous  to  correspond  with  Heav'n, 
But  grateful  to  acknowledge  whence  his  good 
Descends  ;  thither  with  heart,  and  voice,  and  eye* 
Directed  in  devotion,  to  adore 

And  worship  God  supreme,  who  made  him  chief  01f 
Of  all  his  works.    Therefore  th'  Omnipotent 
Eternal  Father  (for  where  is  not  he 
Present  ?)  thus  to  his  Son  audibly  spake : 

Let  us  make  now  Man  in  our  image,  Man 
In  our  similitude,  and  let  them  rule  Mi 

Over  the  fish  and  fowl  of  sea  and  air. 
Beast  of  the  field,  and  over  all  the  earth. 
And  ev'ry  creeping  thing  that  creeps  the  grmmd. 
This  said,  he  form'd  thee,  Adam,  thee,  O  Man, 
Dost  of  the  ground,  and  in  thy  nostrils  breathed  Mi 

iff.  Virgil  iteKribes  Oe  Mrpent  as  having  «  buum. 
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Che  Ireath  of  life :  in  his  owa  image  b« 

Created  thee»  in  tbe  imag^  of  God 

Bzpren ;  and  thou  becam'st  a  liying  MniL 

Male  he  created  thee,  but  thy  oonaArt 

Female  lor  race ;  then  bless'd  mankind,  and-aaldt 

Bilriiitfal, multiply,  and  fill  the  earth,  MI 

Sabdne  it,  and  thronghont  dominion  hold 

Orer  fish  «^  tiie  sea,  and  fowl  of  th'  air. 

And  eT'ry  liTing  thing>  that  moves  on  th'  earth. 

WhflMver  thos  created,  for  no  place  535 

]i-ipet  distinct  by  name,  thence,  as  tbon  know'st 

He  bron^t  thee  into  this  delicions  grave. 

This  garden,  planted  with  the  trees  of  God, 

Delectable  both  to  behold  and  taste ; 

And  frMly  all  their  pleasant  fruit  for  food  940 

Ottlre  thee ;  all  sorts  are  here  that  all  th'  earth  yidds, 

Taiiety  withmit  end  ;  bat  of  the  tree. 

Which,  tasted,  works  knowledge  Of  good  and  eril. 

Thou  ma^st  not ;  in  the  day  thou  eafst,  thou  d^st ; 

Death  is  &e  penalty  imposed ;  beware,  549 

Aikd  gorem  well  thy  appetite,  lest  Sin 

Smprise  thee,  and  her  black  attendant  Death. 

Here  finish'd  he,  and  all  that  he  had  made 
Yiew'd,  and  behold  all  was  entirely  good ; 
So  eren  and  mom  accomplish'd  the  sixth  day :    550 
Tet  not  till  the  Creator  from  his  work 
Desisting,  thmi^h  unweary'd,  up  retnrn'd. 
Up  to  the  Heav'n  of  Heav'ns,  his  high  abode. 
Thence  to  behold  Hub  new-created  world, 
Th'  addititm  of  his  empire,  how  it  shew'd  555 

Ib  prospect  firom  his  throne,  how  good,  how  fair, 
Answ'ring  his  great  idea.    Up  he  rode, 
VoDow'd  with  acidamation,  and  the  sound 
Symphonioni  of  ten  thousand  harps,  that  toned 
Angelic  harmonies.    The  earth,  the  air  SM 

Beeoonded  (thou  remember'st,  for  thou  heard'st) ; 
The  Heav'ns,  and  all  the  constellations  rung ; 
The  planets  in  their  station  lisf  ning  stood, 
While  the  bright  pomp  ascended  jubilant. 

MS.  The  word  <<aMc^  is  s  iclentiflc  tens,  and  i 
^MS  «f  a  plaact  when  it  sppean  aft  rart  ia  Iti  orUt. 
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Open,  ye  everlaBtuiflr  gates,  they  snog ;  Ifll 

Open,  ye  Hear'ns,  your  living  doom :  let  ia 

The  great  Creator  from  his  woric  Ktom'd 

Magnificent,  his  six  Aays*  work,  a  world ; 

Open,  and  henceforth  oft ;  for  God  will  deign 

To  visit  oft  the  dwellings  of  just  men  tfn 

Delighted,  and  with  frequent  intercourse 

Thither  will  send  his  winged  messengers 

On  errands  of  supernal  grace.    So  sung 

The  glorious  train  ascending.    He  through  Haw^ 

That  open'd  wide  her  blazing  portals,  led  Wi 

To  God's  eternal  house  direct  the  way : 

A  broad  and  ample  road,  whose  dust  is  gold. 

And  pavement  stars,  as  stars  to  thee  sppeur. 

Seen  in  the  galaxy,  that  milky  way. 

Which  nightly  as  a  circling  zone  thou  seest 

Powder'd  with  stars.   And  now  on  earth  the  i 

Ev'ning  arose  in  Eden,  for  the  sun 

Was  set,  and  twilight  from  the  east  came  on^ 

Forerunning  night ;  when  at  the  holy  mount 

Of  Heav'n's  high-seated  top,  th'  imperial  throne 

Of  Godhead,  fix'd  for  ever  firm  and  sure. 

The  Filial  Pow'r  arrived,  and  sat  him  down 

With  his  great  Father  (for  he  also  went 

Invisible)  yet  stay'd  (such  privilege 

Hath  Omnipresence)  and  the  work  ordain'd 

Author  and  End  of  all  things,  and  from  work 

Now  resting,  bless'd  and  hallow'd  the  sev'nth  imy. 

As  resting  on  that  day  from  all  his  work. 

But  not  in  silence  holy  kept :  the  harp 

Had  work  and  rested  not,  the  solemn  pipe. 

And  dulcimer,  all  organs  of  sweet  stop. 

All  sounds  on  fret  by  string  or  gpolden  wire» 

Temper'd  soft  tunings,  intermix'd  with  voice 

Choral  or  unison  :  of  incense  clouds 

Fuming  from  golden  censers  hid  the  mount. 

Creation  and  the  six  days'  acts  they  sung : 

Great  are  thy  works,  Jehovah  I  infinite 


86S.  Ps.  xxlv.  7.  which  was  snnr  when  the  ark  wai  carried 
ttc  Mnctuary  of  the  temple  on  Mount  Sion. 

S81.  There  Is  a  similar  exprearion  In  Chanoer. 
^  WT«  The  divlstons  on  tne  flnger  busrd  of  a  vioUa  i 
fMi*  S9»  Rsv.  vUL  a^  4. 


BOOK  VIL  179 

Thy  pow^I  WlMt  thought  can  meMore  the*,  or 


Relate  thee !  Greater  now  in  thy  return 
Than  from  the  giant  Angela  1  thee  that  day         MS 
Thy  tlranderi  magnify'd  I  but  to  create* 
I*  greaiter  tban  created  to  destroy. 
Who  can  impair  thee»  mighty  King,  or  bound 
Thy  empire !  Easily  Uie  proad  attempt 
Of  Spirits  apostate  and  their  counsels  rain  61t 

Then  hast  repeU'd,  while  impiously  they  thought 
Thee  to  diminish,  and  from  thee  withdraw 
The  number  of  thy  worshippers.    Who  seeks 
To  lessen  thee,  against  his  purpose  servee 
To  manifest  the  more  thy  might :  his  evil  01^ 

Thou  usest,  and  from  thence  creat'st  more  geod. 
Witness  this  new-made  world,  another  Heav'n 
From  Hear'n^r^te  not  far,  founded  in  view 
On  the  clear  Hyaline,  the  glassy  sea : 
Of  an^plitnde  almost  immense,  with  stars  CM 

NumYoos,  and  ev'ry  star  perhaps  a  world 
Of  destined  habitation ;  but  thou  know'st 
Their  seasons  :  among  these  the  seat  of  Men, 
Earth  with  her  nether  ocean  circumfused,  fM 

Their  pleasant  dwelling-place.    Thrice  happy  Men, 
And  sons  of  Men,  whom  God  hath  thus  advanced« 
Created  in  his  imag^,  there  to  dwell 
And  woiship  him,  and  in  reward  to  rule 
Over  his  works,  on  earth,  in  sea,  or  air. 
And  multiply  a  race  of  worshippers  OM 

Holy  and  just  1  thrice  happy  ji  they  know 
llieir  happiness,  and  persevere  upright  1 
So  sung  they,  and  the  empyrean  rung 
With  Halleluiahs.    Thus  was  Sabbath  kept. 
And  thy  request  think  now  fulfill'd,  that  ask'd     62f 
How  first  this  world  and  face  of  things  began. 
And  what  before  thy  memory  was  done 
From  the  beginning,  that  posterity 
laform'd  by  thee  might  know ;  if  else  thou  seck'st 
Aiurlit,  not  sui^assing  human  measure,  say.  <Mt 

•as.  Giant,  not  fa  tf  larioa  to  tfadr  statare  it  ii  f  apposed,  bat 
to  their  pride  mad  tereeww.  .     ^ 

tM.IM*«r,  todtaiiDgaUittfiramtliewslecr  ibsft  the  Arma> 
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THE  ARGUMENT. 

kiqt^re*  cooccrniDir  celestial  motioBi;  is  dsuMIWlv  ■•• 
rvered,  and  exhorted  to  March  rather  thiDga  more  worthy  «t 
knowled^ :  Adam  asaents  :  and,  »till  desirous  to  detain  Raplnel, 
relatea  to  him  what  he  remembered  since  his  own  creatioay  Ma 

t lacing  in  Paradise,  his  tallt  with  God  concerning^  soUlnde  and 
t  society,  his  ilrst  meeting  and  nuptials  with  Eve,  his  discourac 
with  the  Angei  thereupoa ;  who,  afiier  admonitioDs  rvfwatad,  d^ 
INurts. 

Tbk  Ang^l  ended,  and  in  Adam's  ear 
So  charmiBg  left  his  voice,  that  he  awhile 
Thov^ht  him  still  speaking,  still  stood  fix'd  to  hear; 
Then,  as  new  waked,  thus  gratefully  reply'd : 

What  thanks  sufBkcient,  or  what  recompense         5 
Bqual  have  1  to  render  thee,  divine 
Historian,  who  thus  largely  hast  allay 'd 
The  thirst  1  had  ot  knowledge,  and  vouchsafed 
This  friendly  condescension  to  relate 
Things  else  by  me  unsearchable,  now  heard  If 

With  wonder,  but  delij^ht,  and,  as  is  due^ 
With  glory  attributed  to  the  High 
Creator  1  Something  yet  of  doubt  remains. 
Which  only  thy  solution  can  resolve. 
When  I  behold  this  goodiy  frame,  this  world,         Ift 
Of  Heav'n  and  Earth  consisting,  and  compute 
Their  magnitudes ;  this  earth,  a  spot,  a  grain. 
An  atom,  with  tlie  firmament  compared 
And  all  her  number'd  intars,  that  seem  to  roll 
Spaces  incomprehensible  (for  such  M 

Their  distance  argues,  and  their  swift  return 
Diurnal)  merely  to  officiate  light 
Round  this  opacous  earth,  this  punctual  spot, 
One  day  and  night,  in  all  their  vast  survey 

t&.  AlluRioa  is  made  in  the  rollowin?  part  of  the  discosne  be 
•ween  Raphael  and  Adam,  to  the  two  most  celebrated  syatema  «r 
■Bironomy,  those  of  Ptolemy  and  Copernicus:  the  difference  le 
which  was,  that  the  former  made  the  earth,  the  latter  the  amng 
the  centre  of  the  uniTerse.  Adam  speaks  in  allusion  to  Ihs 
Ptolemaic  system,  and  the  Angel  annwers  by  detailhiff  the  BMri 
txitUunllons  formerly  gtven  or  the  diflScultiea  aUefee. 
M:Nnmber*d,  Ps.  calTli.  4. 
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VmIms  iMridet;  reaMming  I  oft  adwire  II 

Hov  Nature,  wise  and  frugal,  could  commit 

Bwch  diqnroportionfly  with  superfluous  hand 

So  many  nobler  bodies  to  create, 

Greater,  so  manifold  to  this  one  lue. 

For  aught  appears,  and  on  their  orbs  impost  M 

Such  restless  rsTolutian,  day  by  day 

Bepeated,  while  the  sedentary  earUi, 

That  better  might  with  far  less  compass  more, 

Senred  by  more  noble  than  herself,  attains 

Her  end  without  least  motion,  and  receives  8f 

As  tribute,  such  a  sumless  journey  hronght 

Of  incorporeal  speed,  her  warmth  and  light; 

Speed,  to  describe  whose  swiftness  number  faOs. 

So  spake  our  sire,  and  by  his  countenance  seem'd 
Ent'ring  on  studious  thoughts  abstruse ;  which  Bto 
Peroeiring  where  she  sat  retired  in  sight,  41 

With  lowliness  majestic  from  her  seat. 
And  grace  that  won  who  saw  to  wish  her  stay. 
Rose,  and  went  forth  among  her  fruits  and  flowYs, 
To  Tisit  how  they  prospered,  bud  and  bloom,  41 

Her  nursery :  they  at  her  coming  sprung, 
And,  touch'd  by  her  fair  tendence,  gladlier  gprew. 
Yet  went  she  not,  as  not  with  such  discourse 
Delighted,  or  not  capable  her  ear 
Of  what  was  high :  such  ]>leasure  she  reserved,     M 
Adam  relating,  she  sole  auditress ; 
Her  husband,  the  relator,  she  preferred 
Before  the  Angel,  and  of  him  to  ask 
Chose  rather.    He,  she  knew,  would  intermix 
Gcateful  digressions,  and  solve  high  dispute  M 

With  conjugal  caresses ;  from  his  lip 
Not  words  alone  pleased  her.    O  when  meet  now 
Such  .pairs,  in  lore  and  mutual  honour  join'dl 
With  Goddess-like  demeanour  forth  she  went. 
Not  unattended,  for  on  her,  as  queen,  09 

A  pomp  of  winning  graces  waited  still. 
And  from  about  her  shot  darts  of  desire 
Into  all  eyes  to  wish  her  still  in  sight. 
And  Raphael,  now  to  Adam's  doubt  proposed. 
Benevolent  and  facile,  thus  reply'd:  il 

To  ask  or  search  I  blame  thee  not;  for  Rusfht 
b  M  the  book  of  God  before  thee  set. 
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Wherein  to  read  his  wondroos  ^worke,  and  Ic 

His  seasons,  hours,  or  days,  or  months,  or  yeaxs* 

This  to  attain,  whether  HeaT^  more  or  Eaxthf     fl 

Imports  not,  if  thou  reckon  right :  the  rest 

From  Man  or  Angel  the  Great  Architect 

Did  wisely  to  conceal,  and  not  divnlge 

His  secrets,  to  be  scann'd  by  them  who  aoglit 

Rather  admire :  or  if  they  list  to  try  71 

Conjecture,  he  his  fabric  of  the  Hea^'na 

Hath  left  to  their  disputes,  perhaps  to  more 

His  laughter  at  their  quaint  opinions  wide 

Hereafter,  when  they  come  to  model  HeaVn 

And  calculate  the  stars,  how  they  will  wield  8t 

The  mighty  frame,  how  build,  unbuild,  contrive 

To  sare  appearances,  how  gird  the  sphere 

Witfk  centric  and  eccentric  scribbled  o'er. 

Cycle  and  epicycle,  orb  in  orb. 

Already  by  thy  reasoning  this  I  gruess,  81 

Who  art  to  lead  thy  offspring,  and  supposest 

That  bodies  bright  and  greater  should  not  serre 

The  less  not  bright,  nor  Hear'n  such  journeys  raUf 

Earth  sitting  still,  when  she  alone  receives 

The  benefit.    Consider  first,  that  great  00 

Or  bright  infers  not  excellence :  the  earth. 

Though,  in  comparison  of  Heav'n,  so  small, 

Nor  glist'ring,  may  of  solid  good  contain 

More  plenty  than  the  sun  that  barren  shines* 

Whose  virtue  on  itself  works  no  effect,  Of 

But  in  the  fruitful  earth ;  there  first  received 

His  beams,  nnactive  else,  their  vigour  find. 

Yet  not  to  earth  are  those  bright  luminaries 

Officious,  but  to  thee  earth's  habitant. 

And  for  the  Heav'n's  wide  circuit,  let  it  speak     100 

The  Maker's  high  magnificence,  who  built 

So  spacious,  and  his  line  stretch'd  out  so  far,    ^ 

That  man  may  know  he  dwells  not  in  his  own : 

An  edifice  too  large  for  him  to  fill. 

Lodged  in  a  small  partition,  and  the  rest  109 

•0.  Cateidate,  to  obaenre  acientiAcally. 
•3.  Centric,  or  concentric,  are  sphere*  wbo«e  centre  it  the  fane 
with  that  of  the  faxitu—Recentric  are  the  contrary.— Cyc{«  Is  a 
circle,  and  Epk^eU  a  circle  upon  a  circle.    They  are  term*  t»> 
teated  hj  the  Ptoleisalca,  and  used  in  explainin;  their  sfiteau 

102.  Job  xxvili.  «• 
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Oiiri«*d  flv  mu  to  hk  Lord  best  kaowa. 

Ae  cwiftnen  itf  tiioee  oiTclea  &ttrilrate» 

nunigh  nnmberleaiy  to  his  omnipotenca. 

That  to  corporeal  substances  could  add  lf9 

Speed  almost  spiritual.    Me  thou  think'st  not  akaiWt 

Who  since  the  momin^hour  set  out  from  HeMr*)B« 

Where  God  resides*  and  ere  mid-^y  arrired 

In  Eden,  distance  inexpressible 

By  numbers  tiiat  haTO  name.    But  this  I  xargB, 

Admitting  motion  in  the  Heav'ns»  to  shew  111 

Invalid  that  which  thee  to  doubt  it  moved ; 

Not  that  I  so  affirm,  though  so  it  seem 

To  thee  who  hast  thy  dwelling  here  on  earttu 

Cvody  to  remove  his  ways  from  human  sense» 

Placed  Heav'n  from  Earth  so  far»  that  earthly  >iglit» 

If  it  presume,  might  err  in  things  too  high,  MI 

And  no  advantage  gain.    What  if  the  sun 

Be  centre  to  the  world,  and  other  stars, 

By  his  attractive  virtue  and  their  own 

Incited,  dance  about  him  various  rounds  f  lt5 

Their  wand'ring  course  now  high,  now  low,  then  hid. 

Progressive,  retrograde,  or  standing  still. 

In  six  thou  seest,  and  what  if  seventh  to  these 

The  planet  c»rth,  so  steadfast  though  she  seem. 

Insensibly  three  diffrent  motions  move  Y  IM 

Which  else  to  several  spheres  thou  must  ascribe^ 

Moved  contrary  with  thwart  obliquities, 

Or  save  the  sun  his  labour,  and  that  swift 

Nocturnal  and  diurnal  rhomb,  supposed. 

Invisible  else  above  all  stars,  the  wheel  ISS 

Of  day  and  night;  which  needs  not  thy  belief^ 

If  earth  industrious  of  herself  fetoh  day 

Travelling  east,  and  with  her  part  averse 

From  the  sun's  beam  meet  night,  her  other  part 

Still  luminous  by  his  ray.    What  if  that  light,     141 

Sent  from  her  through  the  wide  transpicuous  air. 

To  the  terrestrial  moon,  be  as  a  star 

Enlighfning  her  by  day,  as  she  by  night 

This  earth  t  reciprocal,  if  land  be  there, 

Ilelda  and  inhabitants.    Her  spots  thou  seest       148 

ISt.  The  Copemicu  tyitem  Is  iMm.meiillonsd* 
U«.  Dmmsl  rkmA,  etpMned  In  the  next  line,  wt,  t 
•fdwaadnlahl 
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As  doods,  and  donds  may  rain,  aad  nin  yrod«B> 

Fruits  in  her  aoften'd  foil,  for  aome  to  eat 

AUotted  there ;  and  otber  eons  perhaps 

With  their  attendant  moons  Hum  wilt  desoryt 

Commonicating  male  and  female  light,  IM 

Which  two  great  sexes  animate  the  world. 

Stored  in  each  urb  perhaps  with  some  that  lire* 

For  such  vast  room  in  nature  unpossess'd 

By  liring  soul,  desert  and  desolate, 

Only  to  shine,  yet  scarce  to  contribAte  lU 

Each  orb  a  glimpse  of  light,  conrey'd  so  far  ' 

Down  to  this  habitable,  which  returns 

light  back  to  them,  is  obvious  to  dispute. 

But  whether  thus  these  things,  or  whether  not ; 

Whetikcr  the  sun  predominant  in  Hear'n  101 

Bise  on  the  earth,  or  earth  rise  on  ^e  sun. 

He  from  the  east  his  flaming  road  begin. 

Or  she  from  west  her  silent  course  advance 

With  inoffensiTe  pace  that  spinning  sleeps 

On  her  soft  axle,  while  she  paces  even,  109 

And  bean  thee  soft  with  the  smooth  air  along,  « 

Solicit  not  thy  thoughts  with  matters  hid  ; 

Leave  them  to  God  above ;  him  serve  and  fear  I 

Of  other  creatures,  as  him  pleases  best. 

Wherever  placed,  let  him  dispose :  joy  thou  17t 

In  what  he  g^ves  to  thee,  this  Paradise 

And  thy  fair  £ve.    Heav'u  is  for  thee  too  high 

To  know  what  passes  there.    Be  lowly  wise  : 

Think  only  what  concerns  thee  and  thy  being ; 

Dream  not  of  other  worlds,  what  creatures  there  171 

Live,  in  what  state,  condition,  or  degree. 

Contented  that  thus  far  hath  been  reveal'd 

Not  of  Earth  only,  but  of  highest  Heav'n. 

To  whom  thus  Adaun,  clear'd  of  doubt,  reply'd  : 
How  fhlly  hast  thou  satisfy'd  me,  pure  IM 

Intelligence  of  Heav'n,  Angel  serene. 
And  freed  from  intricacies,  taught  to  live. 
The  easiest  way ;  nor  with  perplexing  thoughts 
To  interrupt  the  sweet  of  life,  from  which 

ISO.  The  eoBceltln  fhb  line  It  very  old,  the  sun  belny  mU  le 
commsclcste  male,  the  moon  female  li)2bt. 

IS8.  Naught  f  or  likt,  la  proposed  instead  of  liflU  In  this  Tene, 
bet  dM  nasoBB  alleged  aie  hardly  suffldeDt  to  aotfiorfaM  the 
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CM  htJh  bid  dw6lU|ur  off  all  anxions  caraf. 
And  not  molast  vu$,  «AleM  we  oonielTea 
Saek  them  irath  waHl'rmg  tiioagbts,  and  notioM 
Bnt  apt  the  mind  or  iWicy  is  to  roTO  [Tala 

Uncheck'd»  and  of  horwoving  is  no  end ; 
Till  wam'd,  or  by  ezpewence  tanght,  she  lean»  100 
That  not  la  know  at  larSe  «f  things  renuite 
Fhnn  nse»  obecore  and  wbtle,  but  to  know 
That  which  before  as  li<n  in  daily  life* 
Is  the  prime  wisdom ;  w|iat  Ib  more  is  ftime. 
Or  emptiness,  or  fond  im|iertinence. 
And  renders  us  in  things  that  most  concern 
Unpractised,  unprepared,  and  still  to  seek. 
Therefore  from  this  high  pitch  let  as  descend 
A  lower  flight,  and  speak  of  things  at  hand 
Useful,  whence  haply  mention  may  arise 
Of  something  not  unseasonable  to  ask 
By  sufTrance,  and  thy  wonted  favour  deign'd. 
Thee  I  hare  heard  relating  what  was  done 
Ere  my  remembrance :  now  hear  me  relate 
My  ^ry,  which  perhaps  thou  hast  not  heard; 
And  day  is  yet  not  spent ;   till  then  thou  seest 
How  subtly  to  detain  thee  I  devise. 
Inviting  thee  to  hear  while  I  irelate, 
Fond,  were  it  not  in  hope  of  thy  reply : 
For  while  I  sit  with  thee,  I  seem  in  Heav'n ; 
And  sweeter  thy  discourse  is  to  my  ear 
Than  fruits  of  palm-tree  pleasantest  to  thirst 
And  hunger  both,  from  labour,  at  the  hour 
Of  sweet  repast :  they  satiate  and  soon  fill. 
Though  pleasant,  but  thy  words,  with  gnoo  divine 
Imbued,  bring  to  their  sweetness  no  satiety.  SIO 

To  whom  thus  Raphael  answer'd  heav'nly  meek  : 
Nor  are  thy  lips  ungraceful.  Sire  of  men. 
Nor  tongue  ineloquent;  for  God  on  thee 
Abundantly  his  gifts  hath  also  pour'd  SM 

Inward  and  outward  both,  his  image  ifair : 
Speaking  or  mute,  all  comeliness  and  gprace 

SM.  There  are  few  passag^es  in  the  poem  which  will  be  ret4 
with  iMve  plcaaiDr  aeiMadocs,  than  the  rsiatloD  Adam  givea  «r 
his  Int  •entations  on  his  becoininir  consdou  or  exMence.  The 
MBM  Ides  ordeaciibiDfT  a  human  beior  wal(«Dlnf  into  Ufe  io  0is 
Ml  ontwlcr  of  bia  powen,  has  been  sad*  the  sulilcct  of  a  " 
IMUIItlleimlRBaffbii. 
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Hi  "^^^^^  jb,  leh  motion  fmas  t 

Altends  th««f  ««*  •»**''^' >■# thee  on  Ewth 

Kor  1««  think  w«  in  HeaT  »  Vg^i  jnqaire 

Thin  of  our  WU*w4wrv«nt,  ar^j,^  jjan : 

Gladly  into  the  ways  of  boOL^g^^  ^^^  ^^  .^t 

For  God,  w«  •••.  hath  nonojnathereforo  on ; 

On  Man  hi«  equal  love :  fJ^^  befel. 

For  I  that  day  waa  a«»eat,  i^^^^  obscure, 

Bound  on  a  Toyage  «»«>«n  df  patea  of  HoU ; 

Far  on  cxcuwion  tow'rd  tr.^  ,  command  we  had) 

Squared  in  full  le^on  ("u^tned  forth  a  spy, 

To  eec  that  none  thence  iChJm  his  work. 

Or  enemy,  while  God  '«^*|Bvijruption  bold, 

Lest  he,  incensed  at  such  ^iOtaight  have  mix*d. 

Destructicm  with  creatioiJ|jij^^  ^^^  leave  attempt, 

Not  that  they  durst  wit^jjj^j^j,  behests 

But  us  he  sends  upon  h^nitg,  and  to  inure 

For  state,  as  Sov'reign  ^n^p^t  we  found,  fast  shut 

Our  prompt  obedience.  >i^^j.j^^q.^  strong  ; 

The  dismal  gatea,  and  J^  alhing,  heard  within 

But  long  ere  our  ^PPr^thond  of  dance  or  song ;    • 

N<^ie,  other  than  the -jg  ^^^  ^^d  furious  rago. 

Torment,  and  loud  la^otthe  coasts  of  liijht 

Glad  we  retum'd  up^  y^  ^g  jj^d  in  chaise. 

Ere  Sabbath  ev'ningj^  y,  ^^  j  attend. 

But  thy  relation  noi^j^^  ,j^  j^^g ^jjau  thou  with  mine. 

Pleased  with  thy  w^ii,^g  Pow'r,  and  thus  our  sire : 

So  spake  the  God^g  (uman  life  began  250 

For  Man  to  tell  ho-L^^j^if  beginning  knew? 
Is  hard ;   for  who  ^  ^  longer  to  converse 
Desire  with  thee  ^^ ,,  waked  from  soundest  sleep. 
Induced  me.    As  i^  ^^^^^  £  found  me  laid 
Soft'on  the  flowerj^  y^^^i  with  his  beams  the  sun     435 
In  balmy  sweat,  ^daQie  reeking  moisture  fed. 
Soon  dry'd,  and  ^©Uiv'n  my  wond'ring  eyes  I  turu'd, 
Straight  toward  lea^the  ample  sky,  till  raised 
And  gazed  a  wl^^^  motion,  up  I  sprung, 
By  quick  institt.  mgav'ring,  and  upright  «•• 

As  thitherwardj  g^  About  me  round  I  saw 
Stood  on  my  fe*      Ay  woods,  and  sunny  plains, 
HiU,  dale,  and^'SJ 

*4iJkMel«ddKHes  John,  Rejr.  Jnm.  ••.  ..^  _  ^ 

Mg,  TSriSenTe.^^     «4e.  VlrfU,  Aa.  ▼!.  ««. 
— -for  bis  nv 
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Asd  liqiiid  Ukpse  of  nrann'rinff  ttreanu :  Iry  timte* 
Ctreatoreftllftat  liTed,  and  moired,  and  walk'd,  or  flewi 
Birds  on  the  branches  warbling:  all  things  smiled; 
With  fragrance  and  with  joy  my  heart  s'erflow'd. 
Myself  I  then  perused,  and  limb  by  limb 
Snrrey'd,  and  sometimes  went,  and  sometimes  ran 
With  supple  joints,  as  lively  vigoar  led : 
Bilt  who  I  was,  or  where,  or  from  what  cause,     970 
Knew  not.    To  speak  I  try'd,  and  forthwith  spalke ; 
My  tongue  obey'd,  and  readily  could  name 
Whatever  I  saw.    Thou  Sun,  said  I,  fair  light. 
And  thou  enlighten'd  Earth,  so  fresh  and  gay ; 
Ye  Hills  and  Dales,  ye  Rivers,  Woods,  and  Plains, 
And  ye  that  live  and  move,  fair  Creatures,  tell,    S76 
Tell  if  ye  saw,  how  came  I  thus  T  how  here  ? 
Not  of  myself :  by  some  great  Maker  then. 
In  goodness  and  in  pow'r  pre-eminent  I 
Tell  me,  how  may  I  know  him,  how  adore,  S80 

From  whom  I  have  that  thus  I  move  and  live. 
And  feel  that  I  am  happier  than  I  know. 
While  thus  I  call'd,  and  stray'd  I  knew  not  whither. 
From  where  I  first  drew  air,  and  first  beheld 
This  happy  light,  when  answer  none  retnm'd. 
On  a  green  shady  bank  profuse  of  fiow'rs, 
Pensive  I  sat  me  dovm ;  there  gentle  sleep 
First  found  me,  and  with  soft  oppression  seized 
My  droused  sense,  untroubled,  though  I  thought 
I  then  was  passing  to  my  former  state 
Insensible,  and  forthwith  to  dissolve : 
When  suddenly  stood  at  my  head  a  dream. 
Whose  inward  apparition  gently  moved 
My  fancy  to  believe  I  yet  bad  being,  294 

And  lived.    One  came,  niethought,  of  shape  divine. 
And  said,  Thy  mansion  wants  thee  Adam ;  rise. 
First  man,  of  men  innumerable  ordain'd 
First  Father ;  call'd  by  thee,  I  come  thy  gnido 

WUhfragraneef  with  a  joy  like  that  of  nature  in  sprinf 


STS.  There  is  no  contradiction  between  this  line  and  Une 
ItcasWartNirtonaasertk:  Adam  was  able  to  name  thinfi  generally, 
that  is,  accordini;  to  their  several  kinds  of  beinir,  as  soon  as  lie 
MmU  tfaeai,  hot  it  was  by  a  more  Immsdiale  ios|Mrailoo.  MiUoa 
that  he  was  laeglU  tt»  give  names  to  the  asMfslipedti 
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To  the  garden  of  hUu,  thy  seat  prepared. 

So  saying,  by  the  hand  he  took  me  jraiae4»  m 

And  over  fields  and  waters,  as  in  air 

Smooth  sliding  withoat  step,  last  led  me  mp 

A  woody  mountain,  whose  high  top  was  jilain ; 

A  circuit  wide,  inclosed,  with  goodliest  trees         SM 

Planted,  with  walks  and  bow'rs,  that  what  I  saw 

Of  earth  before  scarce  pleasant  seem'd.    Each  tre« 

Leaden  with  fairest  fruit,  that  hung  to  th'  eye 

Tempting,  stirr'd  in  me  sudden  appetite 

To  pluck  and  eat ;  whereat  I  waked,  and  foimd 

Before  mine  eyes  all  real,  as  the  dream  Jlfl 

Had  lively  shadow'd.    Here  had  new  begun 

My  wand'ring,  had  not  he  who  was  my  g^ide . 

Up  hither,  from  among  the  trees  appear'd. 

Presence  divine.    Rejoicing,  but  with  awe. 

In  adoration  at  his  feet  I  fell  ilS 

Submiss :  he  rear'd  me',  and  Whom  thou  sought'st 

Said  mildly  ;  Author  of  all  this  thou  seest        [I  am. 

Above,  or  round  about  thee,  or  beneath. 

This  Paradise  I  give  thee  :  count  it  thine 

To  till  and  keep,  and  of  the  fruit  to  eat.  320 

Of  every  tree  that  in  the  garden  grows 

Eat  freely  with  glad  heart ;  fear  here  no  dearth ; 

But  of  the  tree  whose  operation  brings 

Knowledge  of  good  and  ill,  which  I  have  set 

The  pledge  of  thy  obedience  and  thy  faith,  32& 

Amid  the  garden,  by  the  tree  of  life. 

Remember  what  I  warn  thee :  Shun  to  taste. 

And  shun  the  bitter  consequence ;  for  know. 

The  day  thou  eat'st  thereof,  my  sole  command 

Transgress'd,  inevitably  thou  shalt  die ;  330 

From  that  day  mortal,  and  this  happy  state 

Shalt  lose ;  expell'd  from  hence  into  a  world 

Of  woe  and  sorrow.    Sternly  he  pronounced 

The  rigid  interdiction,  which  resounds  ^^ 

Yet  dreadful  in  mine  ear,  though  in  my  choice    335 

300.  Oen.  111.  15.  It  U  aupposed  by  a  great  number  ofcomaeii 
Iston  that  Adam  was  not  formed  in  Paradise,  but  in  some  emk 
part  of  the  earth,  without  thelnciosure  of  the  sacred  garden,  tats 
which  he  was  carried  by  God  after  his  creation. 

g2lk  To  tUli  to  cultivate  in  any  way  whidi  the  nature  or  a 

fottotry,  or  it*  productions,  may  require. 

SaO.  Oen.  i  .  17. 


BOOK.  YIII.  180 

Not  to  incur;  iMit  seoa  his  clear  asptet 
Retum'd,  and  graciotu  purpose  thus  reneir'd : 

Not  only  these  fair  bounds,  but  all  the  earth 
To  thee  and  to  thy  race  I  give :  as  lords 
Possess  it,  and  all  things  that  therein  lire,  140 

Or  live  in  sea,  or  air ;  beast,  fish,  and  fowl. 
In  si^  whereof  each  bird  and  beast  behold 
After  their  kinds :  I  bring  them  to  receive 
From  thee  their  nantes,  and  pay  thee  fealty 
With  low  subjection.    Understand  tbe  same  348 

Of  fish  within  their  wat'ry  residence, 
Not  hither  sumraon'd,  since  they  cannot  change 
Their  element  to  draw  the  thinner  air. 
As  thus  he  spake,  each  bird  and  beast  behold 
Approaching  two  and  two ;  these  cow'nng  low     35fl 
With  blandishment,  each  bird  stoop'd  on  his  wing. 
I  named  them  as  they  pass'd,  and  understood 
Their  nature ;  with  such  knowledge  God  indued 
My  sudden  apprehensions  but  in  these 
I  fonind  not  what  methought  I  wanted  still ,  Z55 

And  to  the  heav'nly  Vision  thus  presumed : 

O  by  what  name,  for  thou  above  all  these* 
Above  mankind,  or  aught  than  mankind  higher* 
Surpassest  far  my  naming,  how  may  I 
Adore  thee.  Author  of  this  universe, 
And  all  this  good  to  man  ?  for  whose  well  being 
So  amply,  and  with  hands  so  liberal 
Thou  hast  provided  all  things  !  but  with  me 
I  see  not  who  partakes.    In  solitude 
What  happiness  ?  Who  can  enjoy  alone* 
Or  all  enjoying,  what  contentment  find  ? 
Thus  I  presumptuous ;  and  the  Vision  bright, 
As  with  a  smile  more  brighten'd,  thus  reply'd : 

What  cali'st  thou  solitude  t  Is  not  the  earth 
With  various  living  oreatwes,  and  the  air  ST't 

Replenish'd  T  and  all  these  at  thy  command 
To  oeme  and  ]>lay  before  tfaecl  Know'st  thou  not 
Their  language  and  their  ways?  They  also  know. 
And  reason  not  contemptibly.    With  these 
Find  pastime,  and  bear  rule ;  thy  realm  is  large. 
So  spake  the  Universal  Lord,  and  seem'd  91% 

So  ordering.    1  with  leave  of  speech  implored« 
UX  Qen.  tt.  it,  90. 
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.And  humUe  ileprecatioii,  thtu  reply'dt 

Let  not  my  words  offend  thee,  HeaT*nly  Pwriii 
My  Maker*  bo  propitious  while  I  speak  I  11 

Hast  €boa  not  made  ma  here  thy  sabstitatey 
And  these  inferior  far  beneath  me  sat  t 
Among  unequals  what  society 
Can  sort?  what  harmony  or  true  delight t 
Whi^  must  be  mutual,  in  proportion  dse  9 

Gif'n  and  received ;  but  in  disparity. 
The  one  intense,  the  other  still  remisB 
Cannot  well  suit  with  either,  but  soon  prore 
Tedious  alike :  Of  fellowship  I  speak 
£(uch  as  I  seek,  fit  to  participate 
All  rational  delight,  wherein  the  brute 
Cannot  be  human  consort :  they  rejoice 
Each  with  tfaeir  kind ;  lion  with  Uoaess ; 
So  fitly  them  in  pairs  thou  hast  combined  ; 
Much  less  can  bird  with  beast,  or  fish  with  fowl   3(f 
So  well  converse ;  nor  with  the  ox  the  ape : 
Worse  then  can  man  with  beast,  and  least  of  all. 
Whereto  th'  Almighty  answer'd  not  displeased  r 
A  nice  and  subtle  happiness!  see 
Thou  to  thyself  proposest  in  the  choice  4M 

Of  thy  associates,  Adam,  and  wilt  taste 
No  pleasure,  though  in  pleasure,  solitary. 
What  think'st  thou  then  of  me,  aikd  this  ray  state  t 
Seem  I  to  thee  sufficiently  possess'd 
Of  happiness,  or  not,  who  am  alone  405 

From  all  eternity  ?  for  none  I  know 
Second  to  me,  or  Mke,  equal  much  less^ 
How  have  1  then  wHb  whom  to  hold  converse 
Save  with  the  creatures  which  I  made  ?  and  those 
To  me  inferior  t  infinite  descents  410 

Beneath  what  other  creatures  are  to  thee. 
He  ceased;  I  lowly  answer'd:  To  attain 
The  height  and  depth  of  thy  eternal  ways. 
All  human  thoughts  come  short.  Supreme  of  titingal 
Thou  in  thyself  art  perfegt,  and  in  thee  4Ifl 

Is  no  deficience  found.    Not  so  is  Man» 
But  in  degree ;  the  cause  of  his  desire 
By  conversation  witlkhis  like  to  help. 
Or  solace  his  defects.    No  need  that  thott 

41S.  Bmd.  sl,4a> 
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SlMiild'st  propagftte,  already  infinite,  4S0 

Aad  tiuroiigti  all  numben  absolute,  though  one ) 

Bat  Man  by  number  is  to  manifest 

His  single  imperfection,  and  begret 

lAkB  of  bis  like,  bis  image  multiply'd 

In  unity  defectiye,  wbicb  requires  tti 

Collaf  ral  lore,  and  dearest  amity. 

Thou  in  thy  secrecy,  although  alone. 

Best  with  thyself  accompany'd,  seek'st  not 

Boeial  communication ;  yet  so  pleased. 

Canst  raise  thy  creature  to  what  height  tium  wilt  4M 

Of  union  or  communion,  deify'd : 

I  by  conrersing  cannot  these  erect 

From  prone,  nor  in  their  ways  complacence  find. 

Thus  I  embolden'd  spake,  and  freedom  used 

PerndssiTe,  and  acceptance  found ;  which  gain'd  435 

This  answer  from  the  gracious  voice  divine : 

Thus  far  to  try  thee,  Adam,  I  was  pleased ; 
And  find  thee  knowing  not  of  beasts  alone. 
Which  thou  hast  rightly  named,  but  of  thyself; 
Expressing  well  the  spirit  within  thee  free,         440 
My  image  not  imparted  to  the  brute. 
Whose  fellowship  therefore  unmeet  for  thee, 
Good  reason  was  thou  freely  should'st  dislike : 
Aad  be  so  minded  still.    I,  ere  thou  spak'st, 
Knew  it  not  good  for  Man  to  be  alone ;  445 

And  no  such  company  as  then  thou  saw'st 
Intended  thee ;  for  trial  only  brought. 
To  see  how  thou  could 'st  judge  of  fit  and  meet. 
What  next  I  bring  shall  please  thee,  be  assured ; 
Thy  likeness,  thy  fit  help,  thy  other  self,  450 

Iliy  wish  exactly  to  thy  heart's  desire. 

He  ended,  or  I  heard  no  more,  for  now 
My  earthly  by  his  hear'nly  orerpower'd. 
Which  it  had  long  stood  under,  strain'd  to  th'  highth 
In  that  celestial  colloquy  sublime,  455 

As  with  an  object  that  excels  the  sense 
Daxzled  and  spent,  sunk  down,  and  sought  repair 
Of  sleep,  which  instantly  fell  on  me,  call'd 
By  nature  as  in  aid,  and  closed  mine  eyes. 
Mine  eyes  he  closed,  but  epeigleft  the  cell     •      400 

4tl.  And  throufh,  ite.  perfect,  complete  in  all  Ms  psrlb 
UM,  A  tsssdfal  Idea  to  expren  the  cbote  of  AOam^daqpSi 
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Of  fancy,  my  internal  night ;  by  which 

Abstract,  as  in  a  trance,  mediought  I  saw. 

Though  sleeping,  where  I  lay,  and  saw  tbb 

Still  glorious  before  whom  awake  I  stood; 

Who,  stooping,  open'd  my  left  side,  and  took 

From  thence  a  rib,  with  cordial  spirits  warm* 

And  life-blood  streaming  fresh ;  wide  was  the  woimd; 

But  suddenly  with  fiesh  fill'd  up,  and  heaVd, 

The  rib  he  form'd  and  faihion'd  with  his  hands: 

Under  his  forming  hands  a  creature  grew,  470 

Manlike,  but  different  sex ;  so  lovely  fair. 

That  what  seem'd  fair  in  all  the  world,  seem'd  now 

Mean,  or  in  her  summ'd  np,  in  her  contain'd, 

And  in  her  looks ;  which  from  that  time  infused 

Sweetness  into  my  heart,  unfelt  before ;  ^S 

And  into  all  things  from  her  air  inspired 

The  spirit  of  love  and  amoroits  delight. 

She  disappear'd,  and  left  me  dark.    I  waked 

To  find  her,  or  for  ever  to  deplore 

Her  loss,  and  other  pleasures  all  abjure :  48t 

When,  out  of  hope,  behold  her,  not  far  off. 

Such  as  I  saw  her  in  my  dream,  adom'd 

With  what  all  Earth  or  Heaven  cotild  bestow 

To  make  her  amiable !  On  she  came. 

Led  by  her  Heav'nly  Maker,  though  unseen         486 

And  guided  by  his  voice  ;  nor  uninform'd 

Of  nuptial  sanctity  and  marriage  rites. 

Grace  was  in  all  her  steps  t  Heav'n  in  her  eye  I 

In  ev'ry  gesture  dignity  and  love  I 

I  oveijoy'd,  could  not  forbear  aloud :  4M 

This  turn  hath  made  amends  I  Thou  hast  fulfilVd 
Thy  words.  Creator  bounteous  and  benign. 
Giver  of  all  things  fair,  but  fairest  this 
Of  all  thy  gifts,  nor  enyiestl    I  now  see 
Bone  of  my  hone,  flesh  of  my  fiesh,  m3r8elf  4M 

Before  me  I  Woman  is  her  name ;  of  Man 
Extracted.    For  this  cause  he  shall  forego 
Father  and  mother,  and  to'  his  wife  adhere : 
And  they  shall  be  one  flesh,  one  heart,  one  soul. 

She  heard  me  thus ;  and  tho'  divinely  brought)  500 

463.  Alttraet;  that  to,  fM  ■pirit  was  so  lepsrated  from  the 
bodythat  it  did  not  lee  thinga  aa  before  with  iu  material  orgMS 

4M.  Gen.  U.  as.  4»8.Gen.zxili.M. 
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T«t  innocence  and  virgin  modesty 

Her  yirtoe,  and  the  cousicience  of  her  worth, 

That  would  be  woo'd,  and  not  unsoi^ht  be 

Not  obvious,  not  obtrusive,  bat  retired, 

Tlte  more  desirable ;  or  to  say  all,  Mi 

Nature  herself,  thongh  pure  of  sinful  thought. 

Wrought  in  her  so,  that  seeing  me,  she  tum'd. 

I  foUow'd  her :  she  what  was  honour  knew, 

And  with  obsequious  majesty  approved 

My  pleaded  reason.    To  the  nuptial  bower  5M 

I  led  her,  blushing  like  the  mom.    All  Heav'n, 

And  happy  constellations  on  that  hour 

Shed  their  selectest  influence !    The  earth 

Gave  sign  of  g^tulation,  and  each  hill  I 

Jojrons  the  birds ;  fresh  gales  and  gentle  airs        515 

Whisper'd  it  to  the  woods,  and  from  their  wings 

Flung  rose,  flung  odours  from  the  spicy  shrub, 

Diaporting,  till  the  amorous  bird  of  night 

Saner  spousal,  and  bid  haste  the  ev'ning  star 

On  his  hill-top,  to  light  the  bridal  lamp.  AM 

Thus  have  I  told  thee  all  my  state,  and  brought 
My  story  to  the  sum  of  earthly  bliss 
Which  1  enjoy ;  and  must  confess  to  find 
la  all  things  else  delight  indeed,  but  such 
As  used  or  not,  w'orks  in  the  mind  no  change,      SS5 
Nor  vehement  desire  ;  these  delicacies 
I  mean  of  taste,  sight,  smell,  herbs,  fruits,  and  fiow'ra. 
Walks,  and  the  melody  of  birds ;  but  here 
Far  otherwise,  transported  I  behold. 
Transported  touch.    Here  passion  first  I  felt,         530 
Commotion  strange,  in  all  enjoyments  else 
Superior  and  unmoved ;  here  only  weak 
Against  the  charm  of  beauty's  pow'rful  glance. 
Or  nature  lail'd  in  me,  and  left  some  part 
Not  proof  enough  such  object  to  sustain ;  511 

Or  from  my  side  subducting,  took  perhaps 
More  than  enough :  at  least  on  her  bestow'd 
Too  much  of  ornament;  in  outward  show 
Blaboimta ;  of  inward,  less  exact. 

109.  The  eonsHenee:  the  knowledn  of. 
kXZ,  Taken  from  Homer,  II.  xiv.  S47. 
It  «M  tiM  cwloai  of  the  sncieou  to  light  tbeir  bfMd 
when  the  evening  star  appetfed* 
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For  well  I  tmderetand,  in  the  prime  end  Mi 

Of  nature,  her  th'  inferior  in  the  mind 

And  inward  facultieii;  which  most  excel 

In  outward  ;  also  her  resembling  less 

His  imag-e  who  made  both,  and  less  expresahiy 

The  character  of  that  dominion  giv'n  Mf 

O'er  other  creatures ;  yet,  when  I  approach 

Her  loveliness,  so  absolute  she  seems. 

And  in  herself,  complete  ;  so  well  to  know 

Her  own,  that  what  she  wills  to  do  or  say. 

Seems  wisest,  virtuousest,  discreetest,  best!  Ml 

All  higher  knowledge  in  her  presence  falls 

Degraded  I  Wisdom  in  discourse  with  her 

Loses,  discount'nanced,  and  like  folly  shews. 

Authority  and  reason  on  her  wait. 

As  one  intended  first,  not  after  made  tfM 

Occasionally ;  and  to  consummate  all. 

Greatness  of  Mind  and  Nobleness  their  seat 

Build  in  her,  loveliest,  and  create  an  awe 

About  her,  as  a  guard  angelic  placed ! 

To  whom  the  Angel,  with  contracted  brow :       5M 
Accuse  not  Nature;  she  hath  done  her  part: 
Do  thou  but  thine,  and  be  not  diffident 
Of  wisdom  ;  she  deserts  thee  not,  if  thoii 
Dismiss  not  her,  when  most  thou  need'st  her  nigh. 
By  attribCiting  overmuch  to  things  909 

Less  excellent,  as  thou  thyself  perceiv'st. 
For  what  admir'st  thou?  what  transports  thee  sot 
An  outside  ?  Fair  no  doubt,  and  worthy  well 
Thy  cherishing,  thy  honouring,  and  thy  love ; 
Not  thy  subjection.    Weigh  with  her  thyself,       9Tt 
Then  value.    Oft-times  nothing  profits  more 
Than  self-esteem,  grounded  on  just  and  right 
Well  managed.    Of  that  skill  the  more  thou  know'att 
The  more  she  will  acknowledge  thee  her  head. 
And  to  realities  yield  all  her  shows ;  ATS 

Made  so  adorn  for  thy  delight  the  more, 
So  awful,  that  with  honour  thou  may'st  lore 
Thy  mate,  who  sees  when  thou  art  seen  least  wise. 

M7.  Abtolute  t  complete,  an  used  in  the  former  instance,  line  4SI* 
A68.  Epil.  V.  38,  99. 

578.  Adorn,  for  adom'<l,to  avoid  the  inharmonioas  sound  of  the 
latter  with  tiie  word  made,— It  1*  thus  used,  9»ftedrt  tor  Jltdged, 
and  comeft  from  the  ItaJian  s^ecUve  adorn». 


I 


BOOK  VIII. 

B«t  if  tte  ■MUM  of  toach,  whereby  manlund 

Is  propagated*  seem  such  dear  delight 

Bey«md  all  odier,  think  the  same  Touchsafed 

To  cattle  and  each  beast ;  which  would  not  be 

To  thenumade  common  and  divulged,  if  avghC 

llMreiBt  enjoy'd  were  worthy  to  subdue 

The  soul  of  man,  or  passion  in  him  more. 

What  higher  in  her  society  ^oa  find'st 

Attractive,  human,  rational,  love  still. 

bi  loving  thou  dost  well,  in  passion  not, 

Wherein  true  love  consists  not.    Love  refines 

The  thoughts,  and  heart  enlarges ;  hath  his  seat     AM 

in  reason,  and  is  judicious ;  is  the  scale 

By  which  to  heav'nly  love  thou  may'st  ascend. 

Not  sunk  in  carnal  pleasure :  for  which  cause 

Among  die  beasts  no  mate  for  thee  was  found. 

To  whom  thus,  half  abash'd,  Adam  reply'd :      JfOf 
Neither  her  outside,  form'd  so  fair,  nor  aught 
In  procreation,  common  to  all  kinds, 
(Tbiragh  higher  of  the  genial  bed  by  far, 
And  with  mysterious  reverence  I  deem) 
So  much  delights  me  as  those  graceful  acts,  0M 

Those  thousand  decencies,  that  daily  flow 
Fhnn  all  her  words  and  actions,  mix'd  with  lore 
And  sweet  compliance ;  which  declare  unfeign*d 
Union  of  mind,  or  in  us  both  one  soul : 
Harmony  to  behold  in  wedded  pair,  809 

More  grateful  than  harmonious  sound  to  tb*  ear. 
Tet  these  subject  not :  I  to  thee  disclose 
What  inward  thence  I  feel,  not  therefore  foil'd. 
Who  meet  with  various  objects,  from  the  sense 
Variously  representing ;  yet,  still  free,  61t 

Approve  the  best,  and  follow  what  I  approve. 
To  love  thou  blam'st  me  not;  for  love  thou  say'st 
Leads  up  to  Heav'n ;  is  both  the  way  and  guide. 
BAar  with  me  then,  if  lawftii  what  I  ask: 
Love  not  the  heav'nly  Spirits  f  and  how  their  low 
Express  they  t  by  looks  only*  t  or  do  they  mix     010 
Irnidian^e,  virtual  or  immediate  touch  t 

To  whom  the  Angel,  with  a  smile  that  glow'd 
Celestial  rosy  red  (love's  proper  hue), 

sm,  IttiiapimMdtlistMDtoneiadeitn  tlifa  ptwifUs 
of  dHteelove* 
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ibiswer'd:  Let  it  suffice  thee  that  thoa  knom*at 

Us  happy* ;  and  mthout  love  no  happiness. 

Whatever  pnre  thou  in  the  body'  enjoy'st 

(And  poiv  thou  wert  created)  we  enjoy 

in  eminence,  and  obstacle  find  none 

Of  membrane,  joint,  or  limb,  exckiglTe  bars. 

Easier  than  air  with  air,  if  Spivits  embrace. 

Total  they  mix,  union  of  pure  with  pure 

Desiring ;  not  restrain'd  conveyance  need. 

As  flesh  to  mix  with  flesh,  or  soul  with  soul. 

But  I  can  now  no  more ;  the  parting  sun  OSO 

Beyond  the  earth's  green  cape  and  Terdant  isles 

Hesperian  sets,  my  signal  to  depart. 

Be  strong,  live  happy',  and  love,  but  first  of  all. 

Him  whom  to  love  is  to  obey,  and  keep 

His  great  command :  take  heed  lest  passion  swvy  639 

Thy  judgment  to  do  aught  which  else  free  will 

Would  not  admit ;  tbiue  and  of  all  thy  sons 

The  weal  or  woe  in  thee  is  placed ;  beware. 

I  in  thy  persevering  shall  rejoice. 

And  all  the  Blest.    Stand  fast ;  to  stand  or  fall     6¥' 

Free  in  thine  own  arbitrement  it  lies. 

Perfect  within,  no  outward  aid  require ; 

And  all  temptation  to  transgress  repel. 

So  saying,  he  arose ;  whom  Adam  thus 
Follow'd  with  benediction :  Since  to  part,  MS 

Go  beav'nly  Guest,  ethereal  Messenger, 
Sent  from  whose  so v 'reign  goodness  I  adore. 
Gentle  to  me  and  affable  hath  been 
Thy  condescension,  and  shall  be  honour'd  ever 
With  grateful  memory  ;  thou  to  mankind  09f 

Be  good  and  friendly  still,  and  oft  return. 

So  parted  they ;  the  Angel  up  to  Heav'n 
From  the  thick  shade,  and  Adam  to  his  bower. 

6M.  1  John  V.  s. 
MS.  Biiudietim  i  not  dkgi^jlng  Ncntaf » ht^fmnwdL 
4H.  Ws  AMBtr,  uat  Is,  hit  lasBotl  bewer  «r  p6b«  oT  rMt 
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Heath's  harbinger.    Sad  task !  yet  argument 

Not  less  but  more  heroic  than  the  wrath 

Of  stem  Achilles  on  his  foe  pursued  IS 

Thrice  fugitive  about  Troy  wall ;  or  rag^ 

Of  Tnmus  for  Lavinia  disespoused, 

Or  Neptune's  ire  or  Juno's,  that  so  long 

Perplex'd  the  Greek,  and  Cytherea's  son; 

If  answerable  style  I  can  obtain  It 

Of  my  celestial  patroness,  who  deigns 

Her  nightly  visitation  unimplored, 

And  dictates  to  me  slumb'ring,  or  inspires 

Easy  my  unpremeditated  verse. 

Since  first  this  subject  for  heroic  song  9ft 

Pleased  me  long  choosing,  and  beginning  late ; 

Not  sedulous  by  nature  to  indite 

Wars,  hithesto  the  only  argument 

Heroic  deem'd,  chief  mast'ry  to  dissect 

With  long  and  tedious  havoc  fabled  knights  M 

In  battles  feigpa'd ;  the  better  fortitude 

Of  patience  and  heroic  martyrdom 

Unsung ;  or  to  describe  races  and  games. 

Or  tilting  furniture,  emblazon 'd  shields, 

Impresses  quaint,  caparisons  and  steeds ;  35 

Bases  and  tinsel  trappings,  gorgeous  knights 

At  joust  and  tournament;  then  marshal'd  feast 

Served  ap  in  hall  with  sewers  and  seneschals ; 

The  skill  of  artifice  or  office  mean. 

Not  that  which  justly  gives  heroic  name  40 

To  ]>erson  or  to  poem.    Me  of  these 

Nor  skiird  nor  studious,  higher  argument 

91.  The  pictnre  of  Mtlton,  which  here  rise*  to  the  mind,  b 
smon^  the  most  beantiful  of  the  visions  to  which  the  poem  givea 
birth.  Blind,  deserted,  bat  idspired,  how  lilie  a  chamcter  in  tlie 
worit  does  he  seem  to  toe  imai^aation,  while  thus  speaking  of  his 
commnnloD  with  the  heavenlr  muse. 

as.  He  had.  lonip  before  commendnir  Paradise  Lost,  or  deslra- 
inglt  even,  determined  to  write  an  Epic  on  the  subject  of  King 
vthur's  histnnr. 

ts.  Allusion  is  made  In  this  pajisa^e  to  the  prlnci|)al  Epics,  the 
rabjects  of  which  are  almost  all  drawn  from  the  wars  of  one 
conntry  or  the  other.  The  most  ardent  lover  of  tlie  cla<«ic  p6em» 
cannot  but  feel  Milton's  objection  tn  be  correct :  the  only  caotinn 
to  be  observed.  Is.  not  to  mistake  hisdislike  nf  their  siibiertM  for  any 
ieprpcdation  of  the  sublime  ireiiinses  which  composed  them. 

35.  Impreuet  quaml ;  wittv  devices  on  the  shields— &o/ff,  or 
boBsings.— <Sfio«r«,  servantb  who  placed  the  dishes  on  the  taota^ 
'-'Seuetekal,  a  principal  servant,  or  steward. 
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Remains^  sufficient  of  itself  to  raise 
That  name,  unless  an  age  too  late,  or  cold 
Climate,  or  yean,  damp  my  intended  wing  4f 

Depress'd,  and  much  they  may,  if  all  be  mine» 
Nut  hers  who  brings  it  nightly  to  my  ear. 

The  sun  was  sunk,  and  after  him  the  star 
Of  Hesperus,  whose  office  is  to  bring 
Twilight  upon  the  earth,  short  arbiter  M 

Twixt  day  and  night,  and  now  from  end  to  end 
Night's  hemisphere  had  veil'd  th'  horizon  roond. 
When  Satan,  who  late  fled  before  the  threats 
Of  Gabriel  out  of  Eden,  now  improred 
In  meaitated  fraud  and  malice,  bent  5f 

Ou  Man's  destruction,  maug^re  what  might  hap 
Of  heavier  on  himself,  fearless  retum'd. 
By  night  he  fled,  and  at'midnight  retum'd 
From  compassing  the  earth,  cautious  of  day>  60 

Since  Uriel,  regent  of  the  sun,  descry'd 
His  entrance,  and  forewam'd  the  Cherubim 
That  kept  their  watch :  thence  full  of  ang^uish  drlren. 
The  space  of  sev'n  continued  nights  he  rode 
With  darkness ;  thrice  the  equinoctial  line 
He  circled ;  four  times  cross'd  the  car  of  night       08 
From  pole  to  pole,  traversing  each  colore ; 
Ou  th'  eighth  retum'd,  and  on  the  coast  averse 
From  entrance  or  Cherubic  watch,  by  stealth 
Found  unsuHpected  way.    lliere  was  a  place, 
Now  not,  tho'  sin,  not  time,  first  wrought  the  chang«t 
Where  Tigris  at  the  foot  of  Paradise  71 

Into  a  gulf  shot  under  ground,  till  part 
Rose  up  a  fountain  by  the  tree  of  life : 
In  with  the  river  sunk,  and  with  it  rose 
Satan  involved  in  rising  mist,  then  sought  75 

Where  to  lie  hid.    Sea  he  had  search'd  and  land 
From  Eden  over  Pontus,  and  the  pool 
Maeotis,  up  beyond  the  river  Ob ; 
Downward  as  far  antarctic;  and  in. length 
West  from  Orontes  to  the  ocean  barr'd  M 

A.t  Darlen,  thence  to  the  land  where  flows 

77.  Pmtiu,  the  FnxiiiR  or  Bhck  Sn.—The  pool  Maolh  PShu 
MeotlK,  a  lake  on  tlie  coast  of  Crini  Turtary.— OA,  a  rfver  of 
Mokcovy^— 4h'ON/i«,  a  rivprofSjrria.— />nfi(>K,  the  btlinin  wMdi 
toiaa  NorUi  and  South  America.— OcMm  baf%*d,  mw  Job  saarrftl.  lOk 


BEB 


or  thongkU  niToIied,  hia  final  HnCl 
Fit  thkI,  fittciC  imp  or  frauil.  in  wl 


More  jiutlyj  neat  worthier  of  GoAm'.  u  built 
For  vhat  Gud  iCter  betler  worse  woold  build  1 


II  Bumui'd  up  in  Mu. 


■kflMrm  dT  Dqi»cf«iL  bslDjr  iflbdRrnllr  Eo  prmd  ht  wn  bf  fle 


BOOK  XI.  an 

If  1  could  joy  in  might,  sweet  interchange  115 

Of  hill  and  valley,  rivers,  woods  and  plains ; 
Now  land,  now  sea,  and  shores  with  forests  crown'd 
RocIls,  dens,  and  caves !  bnt  I  ip  none  of  these 
Find  place  or  refuge ;  and  the  more  I  see 
Pleasures  about  me,  so  much  more  I  feel  Iti 

Torment  within  me',  as  from  the  hateful  sieg* 
Of  contraries :  all  good  to  me  becomes 
Bane,  and  in  Heav'n  much  worse  would  be  my  iteto. 
Bnt  neither  here  seek.  I,  no,  nor  in  Heav'n 
To  dwell,  unlets  by  mast'ring  HeaVn's  Supreme ; 
Nor  hope  to  be  myself  less  miserable  IS6 

By  what  I  seek.,  but  others  to  meke  such 
As  I,  though  thereby  worse  to  me  redound : 
For  only  in  destroying  I  find  ease 
To  my  relentless  thoughts  ;  and  him  destroy'd*     IM 
Or  won  to  what  may  work,  his  utter  loss. 
For  whom  all  this  was  made,  all  this  will  sooB 
Follow,  as  to  him  link'd  in  weal  or  woe ; 
In  woe  then,  that  destruction  wide  may  range* 
To  me  shall  be  the  glory  sole  among  135 

Th'  infernal  Pow'rs,  in  one  day  to  have  marr'd 
What  he.  Almighty  styled,  six  nights  and  daye 
Continued  making,  and  who  knows  how  long 
Before  had  been  contriving,  though  perhaps 
Not  longer  than  since  1  in  one  night  freed  140 

From  servitude  inglorious  well  nigh  half 
Th'  angelic  name,  and  thinner  left  the  throng 
Of  his  adorers ;  he  to  be  avenged. 
And  to  repair  his  numbers  thus  impair'd. 
Whether  such  virtue  spent  of  old  now  fail'd  145 

More  Angels  to  create,  if  they  at  least 
Are  his  created,  or  to  spite  us  more» 
Determined  to  advance  into  our  room 
A  creature  form'd  of  earth,  and  him  endow,  ISO 

Exalted  from  so  base  original, 
Witli  heav'nly  spoils,  our  spoils.    What  he  decreed 
He'  effected  ;  Man  he  made,  and  for  him  built 
Magnificent  this  world,  and  earth  his  seat. 
Him  lord  pronounced,  and,  O  indignity  I 
Sul^ected  to  his  service  Angel  wings. 
And  flaming  ministers,  to  watch  and  tend 

M6.  lV.civ.4. 
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Their  eartUy  ehargre.    Of  these  the  TigiUoMt 

I  dread,  and  to  elade»  thru  wrapt  in  mist 

Of  midnight  vapoar,  glide  obacore,  and  pry 

In  ev'ry  bnah  and  brake,  where  hap  xnaf  find      tt( 

The  serpent  sleepiAg,  in  whose  maxy  folds 

To  hide  me,  and  the  dark  intent  I  bring. 

O  fool  descent  I  that  I,  who  ent  contended 

With  Gods  to  sit  the  high'st,  am  now  constrain'd 

Into  a  beast,  and  mix'd  with  bestial  slime,  m 

This  essence  to  incarnate  and  imbmte. 

That  to  die  height  of  deity  aspired  I 

But  what  will  not  ambition  and  rereng^e 

Descend  to  l    Who  aspires  must  down  as  low 

As  high  he  soar'd,  obnoxious  first  or  last  170 

To  basest  things.    Revenge,  at  first  though  sweet. 

Bitter  ere  long  back  on  itself  recoils. 

Let  it :  I  reck  not,  so  it  light  well  aim'd. 

Since  higher  I  fall  short,  on  him  who  next 

Provokes  my  envy,  this  new  far'rite  US 

Of  Heav'o,  this  man  of  clay,  son  of  despite, 

Whom  us  the  more  to  spite  his  Maker  raised 

From  dust.    Spite  then  with  spite  is  best  repaid. 

So  saying,  through  each  thicket  dank  or  dry. 
Like  a  black  mist  low  creeping,  he  held  on  180 

His  midnight  search,  where  soonest  be  might  find 
llie  serpent :  him  fast  sleeping  soon  he  found. 
In  labyrinth  of  many  a  round  self-roU'd, 
His  head  the  midst,  well  stored  with  subtle  wiles : 
Nor  yet  in  horrid  shade  or  di&..ial  den,  185 

Nor  nocent  yet,  but  on  the  grassy  herb 
Fearless,  unfear'd,  he  slept.    In  at  his  mouth 
The  devil  enter'd,  and  his  brutal  sense. 
In  heart  or  head,  possessing  soon  inspired 
With  act  intelligential ;  but  his  sleep  IM 

Disturbed  not,  waiting  close  tb'  approach  of  morn. 

Now  when  as  sacred  light  began  to  dawn 
In  Eden  on  the  humid  ilow'rs,  that  breathed 

173.  The  character  of  Satan  is  finely  roanared  in  this  p«mpe  t 
Vie  (larkneM  of  despair  in  made  more  iark  by  the  lomnew  of 
tbouirfat  and  the  gleam  o(  arch-acngfel  grandeur  still  remainlnf. 
186.  Not  nocent  yet.  in  the  first  edition. 
193.  This  is  the  morning  of  the  ninth  day.    On  the  first  Satia 
came  to  the  earth ;  for  seven  he  was  vofasing  round  it,  and  is 
iMre  represented  as  entering  Paradise  on  the  ninth. 
193.  Breath,  Uke  the  Latin  ^iro. 
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Their  momiiie:  incense,  whe^  all  things  thathrtathef 
From  th'  earth's  g:reat  altar  send  ap  silent  praise 
To  the  Creator,  and  his  nostrils  fill  196 

With  gpratefnl  smell,  forth  came  the  human  pair» 
And  join'd  their  vocal  worship  lo  the  choir 
Of  creatures  wanting  voice :  that  done  partaka 
The  season,  prime  for  sweetest  sents  and  ahrs ;     KM 
Then  commune  how  that  day  they  best  may  fdy 
Tlieir  growing'  work. :  for  much  dieir  work  outgrew 
The  hands  dispatch  of  two  g^ard'ning  so  wide  : 
And  Eve  fimt  to  her  husband  thus  began  : 

Adam,  well  may  we  labour  still  to  dress  905 

This  garden,  still  to  tend  plant,  herb,  and  flow'r« 
Our  pleasant  task  enjoin'd  ;  but  till  more  hands 
Aid  us,  the  work  under  our  labour  grows. 
Luxurious  by  restraint ;  what  w«  by  day 
Lop  overgrown,  or  prune,  or  prop,  or  bind,  110 

One  night  or  two  with  wanton  growth  derides 
Tending  to  wild.    Thou  therefore  now  advise. 
Or  hear  what  to  my  mind  first  thoughts  present ; 
Let  us  divide  our  labours ;  thou  where  choice 
Leads  thee,  or  where  most  needs,  whether  to  wind 
The  woodbine  round  this  arbour,  or  direct  210 

The  clasping  ivy  where  to  climb ;  while  I 
In  youder  spring  uf  roses,  intermix'd 
With  mjrrtle,  find  what  to  redress  till  noon : 
For  while  so  near  each  other  thus  all  day 
Our  taifk  we  choose,  what  wonder  if  so  near 
Looktf  intervene  and  smiles,  or  object  new 
Casual  discourse  draw  on,  which  intermits 
Our  day's  work  brought  to  little,  though  beg^on 
Early,  and  th'  hour  of  supper  comes  uneam'd. 

To  whom  mfld  answer  Adam  thus  retum'd : 
Sole  Eve,  associate  sole ;  to  me  beyond 
Compare  above  all  living  creatures  dear. 
Well  hast  thou  motion 'd,  well  thy  thoughts  empioy'd 
How  we  might  best  fulfil  the  work  which  here 
God  hath  assign'd  us ;  nor  of  me  shalt  pass 


900.  Milton  spells  trrnt  withont  the  c,  accordliif  to  tks 
Italian  Sentiendo, 
S13.  Bear  instead  of  hear,  in  some  edltioiit. 
Compare  for  romparison ;  a  verb  converted  Into  s 
•Qcctives  sMnetimes  are. 
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Unpraised :  for  nothing  lovelier  can  be  fband 

In  woman,  than  to  study  household  good. 

And  good  works  in  her  husband  to  promote. 

Yet  not  so  strictly  hath  our  Lord'imposed 

Labour,  as  to  debar  us  when  we  need 

Refreshment,  whether  food,  or  talk,  between, 

(Food  of  the  mind)  or  this  sweet  intercourse 

Of  looks  and  smiles  (for  smiles  from  reason  flow) 

To  brute  deny'd,  and  are  of  love  the  food ; 

Love  not  the  lowest  end  of  human  life. 

For  not  to  irksome  toil,  but  to  delight 

He  made  us,  and  delight  to  reason  join'd. 

These  paths  and  bow'rs  doubt  not  but  our  joint  hands 

Will  keep  from  wildemens  with  ease,  as  wide      245 

As  we  need  walk,  till  younger  hands  ere  long 

Assist  us :  but  if  much  converse  perhaps 

Thee  satiate,  to  abort  absence  I  could  yield  ; 

For  solitude  sometimes  is  best  society. 

And  short  retirement  urges  sweet  return.  250 

But  other  doubt  possesses  me,  lest  harm 

Befall  thee,  severed  from  me ;  for  thou  know'st 

What  hath  been  warn'd  us ;  what  malicious  foe» 

Envying  our  happiness,  and  of  his  own 

Despairing,  seeks  to  work  us  woe  and  shame       S56 

By  sly  assault ;  and  somewhere  nigh  at  hand 

Watches,  no  doubt,  with  greedy  hope  to  find 

His.  wish  and  best  advantage,  us  asunder. 

Hopeless  to  circumvent  us  join'd,  where  each 

To  other  speedy  aid  might  lend  at  need.  9M 

Whether  his  first  design  be  to  withdraw 

Our  fealty  from  God,  or  to  disturb 

Conjugal  love,  than  which  perhajNi  no  bliss 

Enjoy'd  by  us  excites  his  envy  more  ; 

Or  this,  or  worse,  leave  nut  the  faithful  side         205 

That  gave  thee  being,  still  shades  thee,  and  protects. 

The  wife,  where  danger  or  dishonour  lurks. 

Safest  and  seemliest  by  her  husband  stays ; 

Who  guards  her,  or  with  her  the  worst  endures. 

To  whom  the  vii^u  majesty  of  Eve,  27f 

As  one  who  loves,  and  some  unkindness  meets, 
With  sweet  austere  composure  thus  reply 'd  : 

Offspring  of  Heav'n  and  Earth,  and  aU  Earth'a 
That  such  an  enemy  we  have,  who  .seeks         [Lordf 
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Our  min,  botJi  by  thee  informed  I  learn,  tn 

And  from  the  parting  Angel  overlieardy 

4fl  in  a  shady  nook  I  stood  behind. 

Just  then  retum'd  at  shut  of  ey'ning  flow*r8. 

But  that  thou  should'st  my  firmness  therefore  do«bl 

To  God  or  thee,  because  we  hare  a  foe  SM 

May  tempt  it,  I  expected  not  to  hear. 

His  violence  thou  fear'st  not,  being  such 

As  we,  not  capable  of  death  or  pain. 

Can  either  not  receive,  or  can  repeL 

His  fraud  is  then  thy  fear ;  which  plain  infers    Sfti 

Thy  equal  fear  that  my  firm  faith  and  love 

Can  by  his  fraud  be  shaken  or  seduced  t        [breast* 

Thoughts,  which  how  found  they  harbour  in  tliy 

Adam,  mis-thought  of  her  to  thee  so  dear  f 

To  whom  with  healing  words  Adam  repljr'd :    SM 
Daughter  of  God  and  Man,  immortal  Eve, 
For  liuch  thou  art,  from  sin  and  blame  entire : 
Not  diffident  of  thee  do  I  dissuade 
Thy  absence  from  my  sight,  but  to  avoid 
Th   attempt  itself,  intended  by  our  foe.  S95 

For  he  who  tempts,  though  in  vain,  at  least  asperses 
The  tempted  with  dishonour  foul,  supposed 
N  at  incorruptible  of  faith,  not  proof 
Against  te'mptation.    Thou  thyself  with  scorn 
And  anger  would 'st  resent  the  ofier'd  wrong,        300 
Though  ineffectual  found  :  misdeem  not  then. 
If  such  affront  I  labour  to  avert 
From  thee  alone,  which  on  us  both  at  once 
The  enemy,  though  bold,  will  hardly  dare. 
Or  daring,  first  on  me  th'  assault* shall  light.        309 
Nor  thou  his  malice  and  false  guiie  contemn ; 
Subtl%he  needs  must  be  who  could  seduce 
Angels ;  nor  think  superfluous  other's  aid. 
I  from  the  influence  of  thy  looks  receive 
Access  in  ev'ry  virtue ;  in  thy  sight  319 

More  wise,  more  watchful,  stronger,  if  need  were 
Of  outward  strength ;  while  shame,  thou  looking  oiii 
Shame  to  be  overcome  or  over-reach'd  _ 
Would  utmost  vigour  raise,  and  raised  unite. 
Why  should'st  not  thou  like  sense  within  fhee  feel 

378.  Nothioff  can  be  more  beauUfally  natural  thaa  die  boor  ol 
vetwa  hdiac  ised  bj  the  ckMdof  of  tke  flowers. 
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When  I  am  present,  s^d  thy  trial  ii^boofit^ 
With  me,  best  witness  of  thy  Tir^oe,  try'^t 

So  spake  domestic  Adam,  in  l\i8  care 
And  matrimonial  love :  but  Eve,  who  thot^;^ 
Less  attribdited  to  her  faith  sincere. 
Thus  her  reply  with  accent  sweet  renew'd : 

If  this  be  our  condition,  thus  to  dwell 
In  narrow  circuit  straighten'd  by  a  foe. 
Subtle  or  violent,  we  not  endued 
Single  with  like  defence,  wherever  met, 
How  are  we  happy,  still  in  fear  of  harn^  f 
3at  harm  precedes  not  sin :  only  our  foe 
Tempting,  affronts  ^  with  his  foul  esteem 
Of  our  integrity :  his  fo\il  esteem 
Sticks  no  dishonour  on  our  front,  byt  turps 
Foul  on  himself :  then  wherefore  shunn'd  or  fear'd 
By  us  ?  who  ratlxer  double  honour  gain 
From  his  surmise  proved  false,  find  peace  witiiia» 
Favour  from  Heav'n,  our  witness  from  th'  event. 
And  what  is  faith,  love,  virtue  unassay'd 
Alone,  without  exterior  help  sustained  f 
Let  us  not  then  suspect  our  happy  state 
Left  so  imperfect  by  the  Maker  wise. 
As  not  secure  to  single  or  combined. 
Frail  is  our  happiness,  if  this  be  so. 
And  Eden  were  no  Eden  thus  exposed. 

To  whom  thus  Adam  fervently  reply'd  I 
O  Woman,  best  are  all  things  t^  the  wiU 
Of  God  ordain'd  thepa  ;  ^s  creating  hand 
Nothing  imperfect*  or  deficient  left 
Of  all  that  he  created,  much  less  Man, 
Or  aught  that  might  his  happy  state  secure,  ^ 
Secure  from  outward  force.    Within  himself 
The  danger  lies,  yet  lies  within  his  pow'r : 
Against  his  will  he  can  receive  no  harm. 
But  God  left  ^ee  the  will ;  for  what  dbeyu 
Reason  is  free,  and  reason  he  made  right ; . 
But  bid  her  well  be  ware,  and  stiU  erect, 
Lest  by  some  fair  appearing  good  surprised) 
She  dictate  false,  and  misinform  the  will 
To  do  what  God  expressly  hath  forbid. 

SM.  Be  wart,  two  woixj  vax9  be'n?  an  sdjecUre  as  well 
''rati. 
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Not  then  mistmst  but  tender  love  enjoins. 
That  I  should  mind  thee  oft ;  and  mind  thou  nie. 
Firm  we  subsist,  yet  possible  to  swerve, 
Since  reason  not  impossibly  may  meet  308 

Some  specious  object  by  the  foe  subom'd. 
And  fall  into  deception  unaware, 
Not  keeping  strictest  watch,  as  she  was  wam'd. 
Seek  not  temptation  then ;  whiah  to  avoid 
Were  better,  and  most  likely  if  from  me  3M 

Thou  sever  not :  trial  will  come  unsonght. 
"^Would'st  thou  approve  thy  constancy,  approve 
First  thy  obedience ;  th'  other  who  can  lunow. 
Not  seeing  thee  attempted,  who  attest  f 
But  if  thou  think,  trial  luuonght  may  find  370 

Us  both  securer  than  thus  wam'd  thou  seem'st, 
Cro :  for  thy  stay,  not  free,  absents  thee  more. 
Go,  in  thy  native  innocence,  rely 
On  what  thou  hast  of  virtue,  summon  all,  374 

For  God  tow'rds  thee  hath  done  his  part ;  do  thine. 

So  spake  the  patriarch  of  mankind :  but  Eve 
Persisted,  yet  submiss,  though  last,  reply'd : 

With  thy  permission  then,  and  Uius  forewarned 
Chiefly  by  what  thy  own  last  reas'ning  words 
Touch'd  only,  that  our  trial,  when  least  sought,   3M 
May  find  us  both  perhaps  far  less  prepared. 
The  wlllinger  I  go ;  nor  much  expect 
A  foe  so  proud  will  first  the  weaker  seek : 
So  bent,  the  more  shall  shame  him  his  repulse.    384 

Thus  saying,  from  her  husband's  hand  her  hand 
Soft  9he  withdrew,  and,  like  a  Wood- Nymph  light. 
Oread,  or  Dryad,  or  of  Delia's  train. 
Betook  her  to  tlie  groves ;  but  Delia's  self 
In  gait  surpass'd,  and  Goddess-like  deport. 
Though  not  as  she  with  bow  and  quiver  arm'd,    390 
But  with  such  gard'ning  tools  as  art  yet  rude. 
Guiltless  of  fire,  had  form'd,  or  Angela  brought. 
To  Pales,  or  Pomona,  thus  adom'd, 
Likest  she  seem'd ;  Pomona  when  she  fled 
Vertumnus,  or  to  Ceres  in  her  prime,  '  SM 

Yet  virgin  of  Proserpina  from  Jove. 
Her  long  with  ardent  look  his  eye  pursued. 
Delighted  ;  but  desiring  more  her  stay. 

IM.  Virgin  of  Prtmerrhta,  a  OraclHn.~TbcocritiM,  Idvl  U.  ISO 
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Oft  he  to  her  his  charge  of  qaick  retnm 

Repeated ;  she  to  him  as  oft  engaged 

To  be  retum'd  by  noon  amid  the  bow'r» 

And  all  things  in  best  order  to  inrite 

Noontide  repast,  or  afternoon's  repose. 

O  much  deceived,  much  failing,  hapless  Bt«» 

Of  thy  presumed  return  I  erent  perverse  I 

Thou  never  from  that  hour  in  Paradise 

Fonnd'st  either  sweet  repast  or  sound  repose  I 

Such  ambush  hid  among  sweet  flow'rs  and  shades 

Waited  with  hellish  rancour  imminent 

To  intercept  thy  way,  or  send  thee  back  4M 

Despoil'd  of  innocence,  of  faith,  of  bliss. 

For  now,  and  since  first  break  of  dawn,  the  Fiend, 

Mere  serpent  in  appearance,  forth  was  comet 

And  on  his  quest,  where  likeliest  he  might  find 

The  only  two  of  mankind,  but  in  them  414 

The  whole  included  race ;  his  piu*posed  prey. 

In  bow'r  and  field  he  sought,  where  any  tuft 

Of  grove  or  garden-plot  more  pleasant  lay. 

Their  tendence  or  plantation  for  delight : 

By  fountain,  or  by  shady  rividet  4M 

He  sought  them  both ;  but  wish'd  his  hap  might  find 

Eve  separate  ;  he  wish'd,  but  not  with  hope 

Of  what  so  seldom  chanced,  when  to  his  wish,. 

Beyond  his  hope,  Eve  separate  he  spies, 

Veil'd  in  a  cloud  of  fragrance,  where  she  stood,   4S5 

Half  spy'd,  so  thick  the  roses  blushing  round 

About  her  glow'd,  oft  stooping  to  support 

Each  flow'r  of  slender  stalk,  whose  head,  though  g^y 

Carnation,  purple',  azure,  or  speck'd  with  gold. 

Hung  drooping  unsustain'd:  them  she  upstays     430 

Gently  with  myrtle  band,  mindless  the  while 

Herself,  though  fairest  unsupported  flow'r. 

From  her  best  prop  so  far,  and  storm  so  nigh. 

Nearer  he  drew ;  and  many  a  walk  traversed 

Of  stateliest  covert,  cedar,  pine,  or  palm,  439 

Then  voluble  and  bold,  now  hid,  now  seen 

Among  thick-woven  arborets  and  flow'rs 

Imborder'd  on  each  bank,  the  hand  of  Eve  : 

Spot  more  delicious  than  those  gardens  ftign'd 

438.  Imborder'd,  from  the  old  word  to  imborder,  ilnce 
tH^nrider, 
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Or  of  revired  Adonis,  or  renown'd  4M 

Alcinons,  host  of  old  Laertes*  son, 

Or  that,  not  mystic,  where  the  sapient  "kJXkg 

Held  dalliance  with  his  fair  Egyptian  spouse. 

Much  he  the  place  admired  ;  the  person  more. 

As  one  who  long  in  populous  city  pent,  443 

Where  houses  thick,  and  sewers  annoy  the  air* 

Forth  issuing  on  a  summer's  mom  to  breathe 

Among  the  pleasant  villages  and  farms 

Adjoin'd,  from  each  thing  met  conceives  delight; 

The  smell  of  grain,  or  tedded  grass,  or  kine,         4W 

Or  dairy',  each  rural  sight,  each  rural  soimd  1 

If  chance  with  nymph-like  step  fair  virgin  pass. 

What  pleasing  seem'd,  for  her  now  pleases  morCf 

She  most,  and  in  her  look  sums  all  delight. 

Such  pleasure  took  the  Serpent  to  behold  4fi6 

This  flow'ry  plat,  the  sweet  recess  of  Eve 

Thus  early,  thus  alone.    Her  heav'nly  form 

Angelic,  but  more  soft  and  feminine. 

Her  graceful  innocence,  her  ev'ry  air 

Of  gesture  or  least  action,  overawed  400 

His  malice,  and  with  rapine  sweet  bereaved 

His  fierceness  of  the  fierce  intent  it  brought. 

That  space  the  Evil  One  abstracted  stood 

From  his  own  evil,  and  for  the  time  remain'd 

Stupidly  good  ;  of  enmity  disarm'd»  485 

Of  guile,  of  hate,  of  envy,  of  revenge ; 

But  the  hot  Hell  that  always  in  him  bums. 

Though  in  mid  Heaven,  soon  ended  his  delight. 

And  tortures  him  now  more,  the  more  he  sees 

Of  pleastire  not  for  him  ordain'd.    Then  soon      470 

Pierce  hate  he  recollects,  and  all  his  thoughts 

Of  mischief,  gnratulating,  thus  excites : 

Thoughts,  whither  have  ye  led  me !  With  what  sweet 
Compulsion  thus  transported  to  forget 
What  hither  brought  us  I  hate,  not  love,  Dor  hope 
Of  Paradise  for  Hell,  hope  here  to  taste  470 

440.  It  wM  suppoced  that  Adonis  was  restored  to  life  at  the 
icqnest  of  Venus.  The  gardens  of  AldiioaB  were  ceMwalsd  nl- 
fcnatly  ameof  the  ancients ;  those  not  mpstie  were  tht  |W> 
dens  SolonoQ  made  for  Pharaoh's  daughter. 

457.  The  Interview  between  A)adin  and  Sophroait  la  the 
t  Can.  of  lasao  is  described  in  sinllar  terms. 
4M.  ThatiSficwoeldbeseweKbelnlieaTeB.   OrlfesiefeiB 
^   '     petMiM  to  Job  1.  •.  iL  1. 
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Of  pleasure,  bat  all  pleasure  to  destroy^ 
Sare  what  is  in  destroying^ :  other  joy 
Tn  me  is  lost.    Then  let  me  not  let  pass 
Occasion  which  now  smiles.    Behold  alona 
The  woman,  opiK>rtaue  to  all  attempts. 
Her  husband,  for  I  Tiew  far  round,  not  ni|elt» 
Whose  hig^her  intellectual  more  I  shun. 
And  strength  of  courage  haughty,  and  of  lanib 
Heroic  built,  though  of  terrestrial  mould. 
Foe  not  informidable,  exempt  firom  wound, 
I  not.    So  much  hath  Hell  debased,  and  pain 
Enfeebled  me  to  what  I  was  in  Hear'n. 
She  fair,  diyinely  fair,  fit  love  for  Gods ; 
Not  terrible,  though  terror  be  in  love 
And  beauty  ;  not  approach'd  by  stronger  hate. 
Hate  stronger,  under  show  of  love  well  feign'd. 
The  way  which  to  her  ruin  now  I  tend. 

So  spake  th'  enemy'  of  mankind,  inclosed 
In  serpent,  inmate  bad,  and  toward  Ere  495 

Address'd  his  way,  not  with  indented  ware, 
Prone  on  the  ground,  as  since,  but  on  his  rear. 
Circular  base  of  rising  folds,  that  tower'd 
Fold  above  fold  a  surging  maze,  his  head 
Crested  aloft,  and  carbuncle  his  eyes  ;  AM 

With  burnish'd  neck  of  verdant  gold,  erect 
Amidst  his  circling  spires,  that  on  the  grass 
Floated  redundant.    Pleasing  was  his  shape. 
And  lovely  :  never  since  of  serpent  kind 
Lovelier :  not  those  that  in  Illyria  changed  305 

Hermione  and  Cadmus,  or  the  God 
In  Epidaurus ;  nor  to  which  transform'd 
Ammonian  Jove,  or  Capitoline  was  seen ; 
He  with  Olympias,  this  with  her  who  bore 
Scipio  the  highth  of  Rome.  '  With  tract  oblique  51f 
At  first,  as  one  who  sought  access,  but  fear'd 
To  interrupt,  sidelong  he  works  his  way. 
As  when  a  ship  by  skilful  steersman  wrought. 
Nigh  river's  mouth  or  foreland,  where  the  wind 

505.  C«dinu>  «nd  hit  wife  beinf  obllfred  to  leave  Th^es  on 
(oinff  into  Illyria  were  dianged  Into  serpents  by  the  way ;  if  Oa 
word  those  be  conFlderct*  as  referriDir  to  serpents  generally,  or 
the  nature  of  serpents,  tbe  construction  will  be  easV.— rk«  god 
«•  Epidaurus,  iEaculapius,  who  was  worshipped  in  tost  place* 

Ml.  Ammonian,  L^Omni  CtpUtlint,  Roaiaa. 
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Veen  oft,  as  oft  to  Bteen,  and  shifts  her  saU,       SU 

So  Taried  he*  and  of  his  tortooos  train 

Carl'd  usny  a  wanton  wreath  in  Mght  of  Ilret 

To  lure  her  eye  :  she  busy'd,  heard  the  soand 

Of  rustlings  leaves,  but  minded  not,  as  used 

To  such  &port  before  her  through  the  field  SM 

From  ev'ry  beast ;  more  duteous  at  her  caJl 

Than  at  Circean  call  Ae  herd  disguised. 

He  bolder  now,  uncall'd,  before  her  stood, 

But  as  in  gaze  admiring,  oft  he  bow'd 

His  turret  crest  and  sleek  enamel'd  neck,  ASS 

Pawning,  and  lick.'d  the  ground  whereon  she  trod. 

His  gentle  dumb  expression  tnm'd  at  length 

The  eye  of  Ere  to  mark  his  play.    He,  glad 

Of  her  attention  grain'd,  with  serpent-tongue 

Organic,  or  impulse  of  rocal  air,  SW 

His  fraudulent  temptation  thus  began  : 

Wonder  not,  sov'reign  Mistress,  if  perhaps 
Thou  canst,  who  art  sole  wonder ;  much  less  ana 
Thy  looks,  the  Heav'n  of  mildness,  with  disdain. 
Displeased  that  I  approach  thee  thus,  and  gaxe    535 
Insatiate,  I  thus  single,  nor  hare  fear'd 
Thy  awful  brew,  more  aMrful  thus  retired. 
Fairest  resemblance  of  thy  Maker  fair  i 
Thee  all  things  living  gaze  on,  all  things  thine 
By  g^ft,  and  thy  celestial  beauty'  adore  MO 

With  ravishment  beheld  1  there  best  beheld 
Where  universally  admired :  but  here 
In  this  inclosure  wild,  these  beasts  among* 
Beholders mde,  and  shallow  to  discern 
Half  what  in  thee  is  fair,  one  man  except,  MS 

Who  sees  thee'  1  (and  what  is  one  i)  who  jhould'st  be 
A.  Goddess  among  Gods,  adored  and  served  Xseen 
By  Ang^  numberless^  thy  daily  train. 

So  glozed  the  Tempter,  and  his  proem  tuned; 
Into  ^e  heart  of  Eve  his  words  made  way,  5SH 

Though  at  the  voice  much  marvelling.    At  lengfUi, 
Not  unamaaed,  she  thus  in  answer  spake :  [nonncad 

What  may  this  meant    Language  of  man  pxo' 
By  tongue  of  brute,  and  human  sense  exprass'd ! 
The  first  at  least  of  these  I  thought  deny'd  595 

To  beasts,  whom  God  on  their  creation-day 
Created  mute  to  «U  articalata  aonndi 
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The  latter  1  demiir ;  for  in  their  lookB 

Much  reason,  and  in  their  actionf  oft  appMKI^ 

Thee,  Serpent,  subtlest  beast  of  all  tha  field,         180 

I  knew,  but  not  -with  human  voice  endued. 

Redouble  then  tbis  miracle,  and  say. 

How  cam'st  thou  speakable  of  mute ;  and  how 

To  me  so  friendly  grrown  above  the  rest 

Of  brutal  kind,  that  daily  are  in  sight  I  Ml 

Say  I  for  such  wonder  claims  attention  due. 

To  whom  the  guileful  Tempter  thus  reply'd : 
Empress  of  this  fair  world,  resplendent  Eve, 
Easy  to  me  it  is  to  tell  thee  all  [obey'4 

What  thou  command'st ;  and  right  thou  shoold'st  be 
I  was  at  first  as  other  beasts  that  graze  571 

Fhe  trodden  herb,  of  abject  thoughts  and  low. 
As  was  my  food :  nor  aught  but  food  discem'd. 
Or  sex,  and  apprehended  nothing  high ; 
Till  on  a  day  roving  the  field,  I  chanced  St5 

A  goodly  tree  far  distant  to  behold, 
Loaden  with  fruit  of  fairest  colours  mix'd. 
Ruddy  and  gold.    I  nearer  drew  to  gaze ; 
When  from  the  boughs  a  savoury  odour  blown, 
Grateful  to  appetite,  more  pleased  my  sense  flW 

Than  smell  of  sweetest  fennel,  or  the  teats 
Of  ewe  or  goat  dropping  with  milk  at  ev'n, 
Unsuck'd  of  lamb  or  kid,  that  tend  their  play* 
To  satisfy  the  sharp  desire  I  had 
Of  tasting  those  fair  apples,  I  resolved  MS 

Not  to  defer ;  hunger  and  thirst  at  once 
(Pow'rfiil  persuaders)  quicken'd  at  the  scent 
Of  that  alluring  firnit,  urged  me  so  keen. 
About  the  mossy  trunk  I  wound  me  80<m, 
For  high  from  gpround  the  branches  would  requiro  ffOC 
Thy  utmost  reach  or  Adam's :  Round  the  tree 
All  other  beasts  that  saw,  with  like  desire 
Longing  and  envying  stood,  but  could  not  reach. 
Amid  the  tree  now  got,  where  plenty  hung 
Tempting  so  nigh,  to  pluck  and  eat  my  fill  095 

I  spared  not ;  for  such  pleasure  till  that  hour 
At  feed  or  fountain  never  had  I  found, 
tkted  at  length,  ere  long  I  might  perceive 
Strange  alteration  in  me,  to  degree 
Of  reason  in  my  inward  pow^,  and  spaeeh         IMS 
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Wanted  boC  long,  tlumgh  to  this  shape  retaln'd. 

Thonoeforth  to  spectilations  high  or  deep 

I  tnm'd  n)iy  thoughts,  and,  with  capacious  mind, 

Conmder'd  all  things  visible  hi  Heav*!!, 

Or  Earth,  or  Middle  ;  all  things  fair  and  good :   6ll 

But  an  that  fair  and  good  in  thy  dirine 

Semblance,  and  in  thy  beauty's  heay'nly  ray 

United  I  beheld.    No  fair  to  thine 

Bqniralent  or  second  ;  which  compell'd 

Me  thus,  though  importune  perhaps,  to  come        610 

And  ga«e,  and  worship  thee,  of  right  declared 

Sor'reigrn  of  creatures,  unirersal  Dame. 

So  talk'd  the  spirited  sly  Snake  ;  and  Ere, 
Vet  more  amazed,  unwary,  thiis  reply*d : 
Serpent,  thy  oyeipraising  leaves  in  doubt  018 

The  virtue  of  that  fruit,  in  thee  first  proved. 
But  say,  where  grows  the  tree  f  from  hence  how  farf 
For  many  are  the  trees  of  God  that  grow   ' 
In  Paradise,  and  varioTis,  yet  unknown 
To  us,  in  such  abundance  lies  our  choice,  OM 

As  leaves  a  greater  store  of  fruit  untouched* 
Still  hanging  incorruptible,  till  men 
Grow  up  to  their  provision,  and  more  hands 
Help  to  disburden  Nature  of  her  birth. 

To  whom  the  wily  adder,  blithe  and  glad :         0BNi 
Empress,  the  way  is  ready,  and  not  long ; 
Beyond  a  row  of  myrtles,  on  a  flat, 
Fast  by  a  fountain,  one  small  thicket  past 
Of  blowing  myrrh  and  balm.    If  thou  accept 
My  condict,  I  can  bring  thee  thither  soon.  030 

Lead  then,  said  Eve.    He  leading  swiftly  roll'd 
In  tangles,  and  made  intricate  seem  straight. 
To  mischief  swift.    Hope  elevates,  and  joy 
Brightens  his  crest ;  as  when  a  wand'ring  fire. 
Compact  of  unctuous  vapour,  which  the  night      0SO 
Condensesj  and  the  cold  environs  round, 
Kindled  tiirough  agitation  to  a  flame. 
Which  oft,  they  say,  some  evil  Spirit  attandSf 

6IS.  Bam»,  formerly  a  term  of  great  renpeet 
tta.  Wsrbarton  nys,  MIltoD  bas  •hewn  move  ■UU  in  the  <!•> 
elory  of  this  put  of  the  poem  tBao  in  any  other.    His  answer  te 
the  ol^ectiona  againat  the  Mosaic  history  are  of  Msowa  ioventloii* 

04.  The  taerlplloa  of  the  ■erpeot  la  tfUs  |iis«ti  la 
•Me  for  ita  iUeUty  aad  forces 
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Hor'riiig  and  biasing  with  deltudre  light. 
Misleads  th'  amaxed  night-wand'rer  from  his  w«^ 
To  bog*  and  miras,  and  oft  through  pond  or  pool,  6W 
There  swallow'd  up  and  lost,  from  succour  Ur, 
80  glister'd  the  dire  Snake,  and  into  fraud 
Led  Eve,  our  credulous  mother,  to  the  tree 
Of  prohibition,  root  of  all  our  woe  I  Ml 

Which  when  she  saw,  thus  to  her  guide  she  apeke : 

Serpent,  we  might  have  spared  our  coming  hither. 
Fruitless  to  me,  though  fruit  be  here  to'  excess. 
The  credit  of  whose  virtue  rest  with  thee. 
Wondrous  indeed,  if  cause  of  such  effects.  890 

But  of  this  tree  we  may  not  taste  nor  touch ;  • 
God  so  commanded,  and  left  that  command 
Sole  daughter  of  his  voice :  the  rest,  we  live 
Law  to  ourselves ;  our  reason  is  our  law. 

To  whom  the  Tempter  gruilefully  repiyd :  80S 

Indeed  I  Hath  God  then  said,  that  of  the  fimit 
Of  all  these  garden-trees  ye  shall  not  eat. 
Yet  Lords  declared  of  all  in  earth  or  air  t 

To  whom  thus  Eve,  yet  sinless :  Of  the  firuit 
Of  each  tree  in  the  garden  we  may  eat :  868 

But  of  the  fruit  of  this  fair  tree  amidst 
The  garden,  God  hath  said.  Ye  shall  not  eat 
Thereof,  nor  shall  ye  touch  it,  lest  ye  die.  « 

She  scarce  had  said,  though  brief,  when  now  more 
The  Tempter,  but  with  show  of  zeal  and  love  [bold 
To  Man,  and  indignation  at  his  wrong,  888 

New  part  puts  on,  and  as  to  passion  moved. 
Fluctuates  disturb'd,  yet  comely,  and  in  act 
Raised,  as  of  some  great  matter  to  beg^. 
As  when  of  old  some  orator  renown'd  878 

In  Athens  or  free  Rome,  where  eloquence 
Flourish'd,  since  mute,  to  some  great  cause  address'd 
Stood  ki  himself  collected,  while  each  part, 

643.  Fraud,  hurt  or  damage. 
644.  The  tret  of  prohibUioHt  an  Hebralam  for  tbe  prohtbUed 
tree. 

653.  Another  Hebraitni ;  the  expreadon  ilflrnlfles  amonfr  Che 
Jews,  '  a  Yoice  from  heaven,'  or  any  mysterious  revelation  bj 
sirns  or  dreams. 

673.  Iliere  is  a  similar  Italian  expreasioa,  in  m  rarvc/l*.  A 
new  reading^  is  propoKed  by  Bentley,  thns, 

Stood  in  himself  eoUecUd  wAote,  whilt  taeh 


MotUntf  each  tdr 
Bat  lln  kert  coBBin 


coBBinentstiora  prefer  tiM  prawatfeati 
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lloCkm,  each  act  won  audience,  ere  tbe  iongmt, 
Soansdmes  in  highth  beg^an,  as  no  delay  tn 

Of  preface  brooking  through  his  zeal  of  right : 
So  standing,  moving,  or  to  highlh  up  gnrown» 
The  Tempter,  all  impassion'd,  thiu  began : 

O  sacred,  wise,  and  wisdom-guying  Plants 
Mother  of  science,  now  I  feel  thy  pow'r  Mt 

Within  me  clear,  not  only  to  discern 
Things  in  their  causes,  but  to  trace  the  wa^ni 
Of  highest  agents,  deem'd  howerer  wise. 
Queen  of  this  universe,  do  not  believe 
lliote  rigid  threats  of  death :  ye  shall  not  die. 
How  should  ye  1  by  the  fruit  1  It  gives  you  life 
To  knowledge  ;  by  the  threat* ner  1  Look  on  me* 
Me  who  have  touched  and  tasted,  yet  both  live> 
And  life  more  perfect  have  attain'd  than  fate 
Meant  me,  by  venturing  higher  than  my  lot. 
Shall  that  be  shut  to  Man,  which  to  the  Beast 
Is  open  t  or  will  God  incense  his  ire 
For  such  a  petty  trespass,  and  not  praise 
Rather  your  dauntless  virtue,  whom  the  pain 
Of  death  denounced,  whatever  thing  death  be, 
Deterr'd  not  from  achieving  what  might  lead 
To  happier  life,  knowledge  of  good  and  evil  I 
0/  good,  how  just  I  of  evil,  if  what  is  evil 
Be  real,  why  not  known,  since  easier  shunn'd  f 
God  therefore  cannot  hurt  ye  and  be  just :  7M 

Not  just,  not  God;  not  fear'd  then,  nor  obey'd : 
Your  fear  itself  of  death  removes  the  fear. 
Why  then  was  this  forbid  ?    Why  but  to  awe. 
Why  but  to  keep  ye  low  and  ignorant. 
His  worshippers.    He  knows  that  in  tlie  day        7M 
Te  eat  thereof,  your  eyes  that  seem  so  clear. 
Yet  are  but  dim,  shall  perfectly  be  then 
Open'd  and  dear'd,  and  ye  shall  be  as  Gods, 
Knowing  both  good  and  evil  as  they  know. 
That  ye  shall  be  as  Gods,  since  I  as  Man,  718 

Internal  Man,  is  but  proportion  meet ; 
I  of  brute  human,  ye  of  human  Gods. 
So  ye  shall  die  perhaps,  by  putting  off 
Human,  to  put  on  Gods ;  death  to  be  wish'd, 

70S.  Gen.  iU.  9. 
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T1m»'  ISxnatmn'd,  'wbicli  no  wone  tiiaa  tfiis  esA  tali^ 

And  what  are  Gods,  that  Man  may  not  beoome    7IHB 

As  they,  participating  Godlike  food  1 

The  Goda  are  first,  and  that  advantage  use 

On  our  belief,  that  all  from  them  prooeeda. 

I  question  it ;  for  this  fiair  earth  I  see,  fSO 

Warm'd  by  the  son,  producing  er'ry  kind ; 

Them  nothing.    If  they  all  things,  who  incle— d 

Knowledge  of  good  and  evil  in  this  tree. 

That  whoso  eats  thereof,  forthwith  attains 

Wisdom  without  their  leave  T  and  wherein  Kea    TW 

Th'  offence,  that  Man  should  thus  attain  to  knowt 

What  can  your  knowledge  hurt  him,  or  this  tree 

Impart  against  his  will,  if  all  be  his  t 

Or  is  it  envy  ?    And  can  envy  dwell 

In  heav'uly  breasts  7  These,  these  and  many  more  78t 

Causes,  import  your  need  of  this  fair  fruit. 

Goddess  humane,  reach  then,  and  freely  taste. 

He  ended,  and  his  words,  replete  with  guUe, 
Into  her  heart  too  easy  entrance  won. 
Fix'd  on  the  fruit  she  gazed,  which  to  behold       735 
Might  tempt  alone ;  and  in  her  ears  the  sound 
Yet  rung  of  his  persuasive  words,  impregn'd 
With  reason,  to  her  seeming,  and  with  truth  : 
Meanwhile  the  hour  of  noon  drew  on,  and  waked 
An  eager  appetite,  raised  by  the  smell  749 

So  savoury  of  that  fruit,  which  with  desire. 
Inclinable  now  grown  to  touch  or  taste. 
Solicited  her  longing  eye  :  yet  first. 
Pausing  a  while,  thus  to  herself  she  mused  : 

Great  are  thy  virtues,  doubtless,  best  of  fruits,    745 
Though  kept  fo>m  man,  and  worthy  to  be  admired. 
Whose  taste^  too  long  forbom,  at  first  assay 
Gave  elocution  to  the  mute,  and  taught 
The  tongue  not  made  for  speech  to  speak  thy  praise. 
Thy  praise  he  alsoj  who  forbids  thy  iise,  790 

738.  This  i«  one  oT  the  few  iostances  of  bad  taste  realWaffecth^r 
the  beauty  of  the  narrative,  to  be  found  in  the  jioeni.  The  whole 
of  Satan's  speech  had  tended  to  iosiiire  spiritual  pride  and  a  bold 
desire  of  Imowledfre ;  all  the  foUowiog  reflections  of  Eve  are  ia 
corres(H>ndence  with  the  address  of  the  tempter.  The  idea, 
therefore,  here  introduced  of  her  sharpened  appetite,  and  of  Ilia 
iavorioess  of  the  fruit,  is  in  bad  keepini;  with  (Le  geaerni  tone  of 
tiie  possaipe ;  and  I  am  not  a  little  surpns(>d  that  aov  of  MUtoD^ 
coromcntetow  could  liave  attempted  to  Asd  a  osautv  la  Its 
latrodactloa. 
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OoBoedb  not  from  m,  nanung  tiiee  fhe  tree 

Of  knowledge*  knowledge  botii  of  good  end  evil ; 

Fmltide  us  then  to  taste  ;  but  bis  forbidding 

Gommends  thee  morot  while  it  infers  the  good 

By  thee  commimicated»  and  onr  want :  ytf 

For  g^ood  unknown,  sure  is  not  had ;  or  had 

And  yet  unknown,  is  as  not  had  at  alL 

In  plain  then,  what  forbids  he  but  to  know ; 

Forbids  us  good  I  forbids  us  to  be  wise  ! 

Such  prohibitions  bind  not.    But  if  death  TW 

Bind  us  with  after-bands,  what  profits  then 

Our  inward  freedom  ?    In  the  day  we  eat 

Of  this  fair  fruit,  our  doom  is,  we  shall  die. 

How  dies  the  Serpent  t  he  hath  eaten  and  lives. 

And  knows,  and  speaks,  and  reasons,  and  discenis : 

Irrational  till  then.    For  us  alone  7M 

Was  death  inrented  ?  or  to  us  deny'd 

This  intellectual  food,  for  beasts  reserred  f 

For  beasts  it  seems ;  yet  that  one  beast  which  txtt 

Ilath  tasted,  envies  not,  but  brings  with  joy         779 

The  good  befall'n  bim,  author  unsuspect, 

FHendly  to  man,  far  from  deceit  or  guile. 

What  fear  1  then  ?    Rather,  what  know  to  fear 

Under  this  igrnorance  of  good  and  evil. 

Of  God  or  death,  of  law  or  penalty  ?  771 

Here  grows  the  cure  of  all,  this  fruit  divine. 

Fair  to  the  eye,  inviting  to  the  taste. 

Of  virtue  to  make  wise.    What  hinders  then 

To  reach,  and  feed  at  once  both  body*  and  mindt 

So  saying,  her  rash  hand,  in  evil  hour,  7M 

Forth  reaching  to  the  fruit,  she  pluck'd,  she  eat  I 
Berth  felt  the  wound ;  and  Nature  from  her  seat 
Sighing,  through  all  her  worki;  gave  signs  of  woe. 
That  all  was  lost  I    Back  to  the  thicket  slunk 
The  guilty  Serpent,  and  well  might,  for  Eve,       78f 
Intent  now  wholly  on  her  taste,  nought  else 
Bearded ;  such  delight  till  then,  as  seem'd. 
In  fruit  she  never  tasted,  whether  true 
Or  fancyd  so,  through  expectation  high 
Of  knowledge ;  nor  was  Godhead  from  her  thoingfat. 
Greedily  she  ingorged  without  restraint  791 

And  knew  not  eating  death.    Satiate  at  length*    . 
And  heightened  as  with  wine,  jocondy  and 
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Thus  to  henelf  the  pleasingly  began :. 

O  soy'reign,  Tirtnous,  precious  of  all  trew 
In  Paradise,  of  operation  blest 
To  sapience*  hltiterto  obscnred,  infamed, 
And  thy  fair  fruit  let  hang,  as  to  no  end 
Created ;  but  henceforth  my  early  care. 
Not  without  song,  each  morning,  and  due  praise 
Shall  tend  thee,  and  the  fertile  burden  ease 
Of  thy  lull  branches,  offer'd  free  to  all ; 
Tin,  dieted  by  thee,  I  grow  mature 
f n  knowledge,  as  the  Gods  who  all  things  know ; 
Though  others  envy  what  they  cannot  give ;         8M 
For  had  the  gift  been  theirs,  it  had  not  here 
Thus  g^rown.    Experience,  next  to  thee  I  owe. 
Best  g^uide ;  not  following  thee  1  had  remain'd 
In  ignorance  :  thou  open'st  Wisdom's  way. 
And  giv'st  access,  though  secret  she  retire.  Si* 

And  I  perhaps  am  secret:  Heav'n  is  high. 
High  and  remote,  to  see  from  thence  distinct 
Each  thing  on  earth ;  and  other  care  perhaps 
May  haye  diyerted  from  continual  watch 
Our  great  Forbidder,  safe  with  all  his  spies  815 

About  him.    But  to  Adam,  in  what  sort 
Shall  I  appear?  Shall  I  to  him  make  known 
As  yet  my  change,  and  g/iye  him  to  partake 
Full  happiness  with  me,  or  rather  not, 
But  keep  the  odds  of  knowledge  in  my  pow'r       830 
Without  copartner?  so  to  add  what  wants 
In  female  sex,  the  more  to  draw  his  love. 
And  render  me  more  equal,  and  perhaps, 
A  thmg  not  undesirable,  sometime 
Superior;  for  inferior,  who  is  free  ?  829 

This  may  be  well ;  but  what  if  God  haye  seen. 
And  death  ensue  ?    Then  I  shall  be  no  more ; 
And  Adam,  wedded  to  another  Eye, 
Shall  liye  with  her  enjoying ;  I  extinct. 
A  death  to  think !  Confirm'd  then,  I  resolye         838 
Adam  shall  share  with  me  in  bliss  or  woe : 
So  dear  I  loye  him,  that  with  him  all  deaths 
I  could  endure ;  without  him  live  no  life. 

So  saying,  from  the  tree  her  step  she  tum'd : 

MB.  7b  riw  to  pariaktf  an  elegtnt  mode  of  exprasries  li 
fiMiic  sutaon* 
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Hath  eaten  of  the  fruit,  ami  m  become  i 

Not  dead,  as  we  are  threaten'd,  but  thenceforfli  W9 

Endued  with  human  voice  and  human  scnaet 

Reasoniug  to  admiration ;  and  with  me 

Persuaflively  hath  so  prevail'd,  that  I 

Have  also  tasted,  and  have  also  found 

Th'  effects  to  correspond ;  opener  mine  eyes,         V9 

Dim  erst,  dilated  spirits,  ampler  heart, 

And  growing  up  to  Godhead ;  whioh  for  thee     ■ 

Chiefly  I  sought;  without  thee  can  despise: 

JPor  bliss,  as  thou  hast  part,  to  me  is  bliss ; 

Tedious,  unshared  with  thee,  and  odious  soon.      889 

Thou  therefore  also  taste,  that  equal  lot 

If  ay  join  us,  equal  joy,  as  equal  love  I 

Lest  thou  not  tasting,  different  degree 

Disjoin  us,  and  I  then  too  late  renounce 

Deity  for  thee,  when  Fate  will  not  permit.  88& 

Thus  Eve,  with  couut'nance  blithe,  her  story  told ; 
But  in  her  cheek  distemper  flushing  glow'd. 
On  th'  other  side,  Adam,  soon  as  he  heard 
The  fatal  trespass  done  by  Eve,  amazed, 
Astonied  stood  and  blank,  while  horror  chill         890 
Aan  through  his  veins,  and  all  his  joints  retax'd ; 
From  his  slack  hand  the  garland,  wreath 'd  for  Eve, 
Down  dropt,  and  all  the  faded  roses  shed. 
Speechless  he  stood  and  pale,  till  thus  at  lengfth. 
First  to  himself,  he  inward  silence  broke :  899 

O  fairest  of  creation,  last  and  best 
Of  all  God's  works.  Creature  in  whom  excell'd 
Whatever  can  to  sight  or  thought  be  form'd. 
Holy,  divine,  good,  amiable,  or  sweet ! 
How  art  thou  lost!  how  on  a  sadden  lost  I  900 

Defaced,  deflow'r'd,  and  now  to  death  devote  I 
Rather,  How  hast  thou  yielded,  to  transgress 
The  strict  forbiddance  ?   how  to  violate 
The  sacred  fruit  forbidden?   Some  cursed  fraud 
Of  enemy  hath  beguiled  thee,  yet  unknown,         OOS 
And  me  with  thee  hath  ruin'd  1  for  with  thee 
Certain  my  resolution  is  to  die. 
How  can  I  live  without  thee  I  how  forego 
Thy  sweet  converse  and  love  so  dearly  join'd^ 
To  live  again  in  these  wild  woods  forlorn  I  816 

BlMMild  God  create  another  Eve,  and  I 
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Another  rib  afford,  yet  loss  of  thee 
Would  nerer  from  my  heart.    No,  no»  I  feel 
The  link,  of  nature  draw  me  :  flesh  Of  flesh. 
Bone  of  my  bone  thou  art ;  and  from  thy  ■taM 
Mine  never  shall  be  parted,  bliss  or  voe. 

So  having  said,  as  one  from  sad  dismay 
Recoraforted,  and  after  thoughts  disturbed 
Submitting  to  what  seem'd  remediless. 
Thus  in  calm  mood  bis  words  to  Eve  he  tnm*d : 

Bold  deed  thou  hast  presumed,  advenfrous  Ere* 
And  peril  great  provoked,  who  thus  hast  dared. 
Had  it  been  only  coveting  to  eye 
That  sacred  fruit,  sacred  to  abstinence. 
Much  more  to  taste  it,  under  ban  to  touch. 
But  past  who  can  recall,  or  done  undo  T 
Not  God  omnipotent,  nor  Fate :  yet  so 
Perhaps  thou  shalt  not  die ;  perhaps  the  fact 
Is  not  so  hainous  now,  foretasted  fruit, 
Profaned  first  by  the  serpent,  by  him  first 
Made  common  and  unhallow'd  ere  our  taste ; 
Nor  yet  on  him  found  deadly,  he  yet  lives  ; 
Lives,  as  thon  saidst,  and  gains  to  live  as  Man 
Higher  degree  of  life :  inducement  strong 
To  us,  as  likely  tasting,  to  attain 
Proportional  ascent,  which  cannot  be 
But  to  be  Gods,  or  Angels  Demi-Gods. 
Nor  can  I  think  ^at  God,  Creator  wise. 
Though  tbreat'niug,  will  in  earnest  so  destroy 
Us  his  prime  creatures,  dignify 'd  so  high. 
Set  over  all  his  works,  which  in  our  fall, 
For  us  created,  needs  with  us  must  fail, 
Dependent  made :  so  God  shall  uncreate. 
Be  frustrate,  do,  undo,  and  labour  lose. 
Not  well  conceived  of  God,  who  tho*  his  pow'r 
Creation  could  repeat,  yet  would  be  loth 
Us  to  abolish,  lest  the  Adversary 
Triumph  and  say.  Fickle  their  state  whom  God 
Most  favours:  who  can  please  him  longt  Me  fint 
He  ruin *d,  now  Mankind.    Whom  will  he  next  f 
Matter  of  scorn,  not  to  be  giv'n  the  Foe. 
However,  I  with  thee  have  fix'd  my  lot. 
Certain  to  undergo  like  doom.    If  death 

Miu  AsinoM,  M  spelt  by  Milton,  nrom  the  fnaA 
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Con«ort  'With  thee»  d«atb  k  to  me  m  lifts 
So  forcible  -within  my  heart  I  feel 
The  bund  of  nature  draw  me  to  my  own« 
Iffy  own  in  thee  1  for  what  thou  art  is  mine  < 
Our  state  cannot  be  severed ;  we  are  one> 
One  flenb.    To  lose  thee  were  to  lose  myself. 

So  Adam;  and  thus  Ere  to  him  reply 'd:  Bft 

O  glorious  trial  of  exceeding  love  1 
Illustrious  evidence  1  example  high  1 
Engaging  me  to  emulate,  but  short 
Of  thy  perfection,  how  shall  I  attain, 
Adam  T  from  whose  dear  side  I  boast  me  sprang,  903 
And  gladly  of  our  union  hear  thee  speak, 
One  heart,  one  soul  in  both ;  whereof  g^ood  proof 
This  day  affords,  declaring  thee  resolved, 
Rather  than  death  or  aught  than  deatii  more  dread 
Shall  separate  us,  link'd  in  love  so  dear,  970 

To  undergo  with  me  one  gruilt,  one  crime. 
If  any  be,  of  tasting  this  fair  fruit. 
Whose  virtue  (for  of  good  still  good  proceeds. 
Direct,  or  by  occasion)  hath  presented 
This  happy  trial  of  thy  love,  which  else  075 

So  eminently  never  had  been  known. 
Were  it  I  thought  death  menaced  would  ensue 
This  my  attempt,  I  would  sustain  alone 
The  worst,  and  not  persuade  thee :  rather  die 
Deserted,  than  oblige  thee  with  a  fact  889 

Pernicious  to  thy  peace,  chiefly  assured 
Remarkably  so  late  of  thy  so  true. 
So  faithful  luve,  unequal'd ;  but  I  feel 
Far  otherwise  th'  event;  not  death,  but  life 
Augmented,  open'd  eyes,  new  hopes,  new  joys,     985 
Taste  so  divine,  that  what  of  sweet  before 
Hath  toach'd  my  sense,  flat  seems  to  this,  and  harsh. 
On  my  experience,  Adam,  freely  taste ; 
And  fear  of  death  deliver  to  the  winds. 

So  saying,  she  embraced  him,  and  for  joy  899 

wo.  There  !•  ^reat  beauty  and  the  tmeit  panion  In  fhit  fio 
tare  of  Eve.  1 1  well  prepares  the  mind  for  the  fall  of  Adun,  who 
la  repreaented  aa  sinning  more  through  the  intoxication  or  love 
and  fondness  than  any  ignorance  of  bis  danger.  What  a  magni> 
icent  scene  has  the  poet  for  the  first  act  or  the  fearful  tragedy ! 
The  great  theatre  of  the  oniTerse  filled  with  darkness  and  horror, 
aDd  ue  earth  and  elements  sufleiing  with  a  mysterkMM  conadooa 
" —  of  rain. 
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Tenderly  wept;  much  won  that  be  his  love 

Had  so  ennobled,  as  of  choice  t'  incur 

Dirine  displeasure  for  her  sake,  or  death. 

In  recompense  (for  such  compliance  bad 

Such  recompense  best  merits)  from  the  bouf  h 

She  gave  him  of  that  fair  enticing  fruit 

With  liberal  hand  :  be  scrupled  not  to  eat 

Against  his  better  knowledge  ;  not  deceired. 

But  fondly  overcome,  with  female  charm. 

£i^  trembled  from  her  entrails,  as  again         lOtf 

In  pangs ;  and  Nature  g^ve  a  second  groan ; 

Sky  lour'd,  and,  muttering  thunder,  some  sad  dropt 

Wept  at  completing  of  the  mortal  sin 

Original ;  while  Adam  took  no  thought^ 

Eating  his  fill ;  nor  Eve  to  iterate  lOW 

Her  former  trespass  fear'd,  the  more  to  sooth 

Him  with  her  loved  society,  that  now. 

As  with  new  wine  intoxicated  both. 

They  swim  in  mirth,  and  fancy  that  they  feel 

Divinity  within  them  breeding  wings  1010 

Wherewith  to  scorn  the  earth  :  but  that  false  fruit 

Far  other  operation  first  display'd ; 

Carnal  desire  inflaming :  he  on  Eve 

B^;an  to  cast  lascivious  eyes  ;  she  him 

As  wantonly  repaid.    In  lust  they  bum  :  lOU 

Till  Adam  thus  'gan  Eve  to  dalliance  move : 

Eve,  now  I  see  thou  art  exact  of  taste. 
And  elegant,  of  sapience  no  small  part. 
Since  to  each  meaning  savour  we  apply. 
And  palate  call  judicious.    I  the  praise  lOSO 

Yield  thee,  so  well  this  day  thou  hast  purveir'd. 
Much  pleasure  we  have  lost  while  we  abstain'd 
From  this  delightful  fruit,  nor  known  till  now 
Tme  relish,  tasting.    If  such  pleasure  be 
In  things  to  us  forbidd'n,  it  might  be  wisb'd,      10S6 
For  this  one  tree  had  been  forbidden  ten. 

1000.  A  commentstor  hu  expreaaed  his  wonder  that  Adsn 
shewed  no  sstonishroent  at  these  convulsions. — Had  he  been  lrno> 
rant  of  bis  c^dlt  he  would  have  done  so,  but  he  was  aware  ortlie 
crime  be  was  cominiUin;,  and  the  same  fascination  which  made 
Um  break  the  known  command  of  his  Creator,  prevented  his  re» 
Mnf  these  tignM  of  his  wrath.  It  mav  also  be  coi^Jecturei 
,  awAil  ts  they  were,  the  confusion  of  thought  and  pasatoa 
^  which  be  was  sfittled  mlffht  binder  bis  vMng  ttem  tbdr 
proper  sad  terrible  ii 
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But  cotDe,  to  well  refresh'd,  now  let  iu  pUyi 
As  meet  is,  after  such  delicioos  fare  ; 
For  never  did  thy  beauty  since  the  day 
I  saw  thee  first  and  wedded  thee.  adom*d 
With  all  perfections,  so  inflame  my  sense 
With  ardour  to  enjoy  thee ;  fairer  now 
Than  ever,  bounty  of  this  virtuous  tree. 

So  said  he ;  and  forbore  not  glance  or  toy 
Uf  amorous  intent :  well  understood  Utttf 

Of  Eve,  whose  eye  darted  contagious  fire. 
Her  hand  he  seized,  and  to  a  shady  bank.. 
Thick  overhead  with  verdant  roof  imbower*d, 
He  led  her,  nothing  loth.    Flow'rs  were  the  co«ich» 
Pansies,  and  violets,  and  asphodel,  1040 

A.nd  hyacinth,  earth's  freshest  softest  lap. 
There  they  their  fill  of  love  and  love's  disport 
Took  largely,  of  their  mutual  guilt  the  bbslL, 
The  solace  of  their  sin,  till  dewy  sleep 
Oppress'd  them,  wearied  with  their  amorous  play. 
Soon  as  the  force  of  that  fallacious  fruit,  1046 

That  with  exhilarating  vapour  bland 
About  their  spirits  hal  play'd,  and  inmost  pow'ra 
Made  err,  was  now  exhaled,  and  grosser  sleep 
Bred  of  unkindly  fumes,  with  conscious  dreanui  105f 
Incumber'd,  now  had  left  them,  up  they  rose 
As  from  unrest,  and  each  the  other  viewing, 
Soon  found  their  eyes  how  open'd,  and  their  minds 
How  darken'd.    Innocence,  that  as  a  veil 
Had  shadow'd  them  from  knowing  ill,  was  gone; 
Just  confidence,  and  native  righteousness,  lOfii 

And  honour  from  about  them,  naked  left 
To  g^lty  shame ;  he  cover'd,  but  his  robe 
Uncover'd  more.    So  rose  the  Danite  strong 
Herculean  Samson  from  the  harlot-lap  lOM 

Of  Philist^an  Dalilah,  and  waked 
Shorn  of  his  strength.    They  destitute  and  bare 
Of  all  their  virtue  :  silent,  and  in  face 
Confounded  long  they  sat,  as  strucken  mute, 

IMS.  The  paanmre  followine  is  principally  copied  from  Homor. 
sod  woald  be  exceptionable  did  it  not  Torm  part  of  the  DMMml  of 
the  poem :  what  a  contrast,  it  haa  been  well  observed,  la  the  km 
•ceae  here  described  to  that  in  the  eieiith  book. 

1068.  /f«,  refers  to  shame,  which  is  personiAed.         # 
10S9.  SamtoH  was  of  the  tribe  or  Dan. 
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mi  Adam,  thouglt  not  less  than  Eve  abash'd,     1081 
At  length  gave  utt'rance  to  these  words,  constrain'd : 

O  Eve  I  in  evil  hour  thou  didst  give  ear 
To  that  false  worm,  of  whomsoever  taught 
To  counterfeit  Man's  voice,  true  in  our  fall* 
False  in  our  promised  rising  I    Since  our  eyes    1070 
Open'd  we  find  indeed,  and  find  we  luiow 
Both  good  and  evil ;  g^ood  lost,  and  evil  g^  1 
Bad  fruit  of  knowledge,  if  this  be  to  luiow 
Which  leaves  us  naked  thus,  of  honour  roid. 
Of  innocence,  of  faith,  of  purity,  107S 

Our  wonted  ornaments  now  soil'd  and  stain'd, 
And  in  our  faces  evident  the  signs 
Of  foul  concupiscence ;  whence  evil  store ; 
E'en  shame,  the  last  of  evils :  of  the  first 
Be  sure  then.     How  shall  I  behold  the  face        1080 
Henceforth  of  God  or  Angel,  erst  with  joy 
And  rapture  so'  oft  beheld  ?  those  heav'nly  shapes 
Will  dazzle  now  this  earthly  with  their  blaze, 
Insufierably  bright!     O  might  I  here 
In  solitude  live  savage,  in  some  glade  1085 

Obscured,  where  highest  woods  impenetrable 
To  star  or  sun-light,  spread  their  umbrage  broad, 
And  brown  as  ev'ningi    Cover  me,  ye  Pines ; 
Ye  Cedars,  with  innumerable  boughs 
Hide  me,  where  I  may  never  see  them  more.      1000 
But  let  VA  now,  as  in  bad  plight,  devise 
What  best  may  for  the  present  serve  to  hide 
The  parts  of  each  from  other,  that  seem  most 
To  shame  obnoxious,  and  unseemliest  seen  ; 
Some  tree,  whose  broad  smooth  leaves  together  sew'd. 
And  girded  on  our  loins,  may  cover  round  lUOO 

Those  middle  parts,  that  this  new  comer,  Shame, 
There  sit  not,  and  reproach  us  as  unclean. 

So  counsel'd  he  ;  and  both  together  went 
Into  the  thickext  wood  ;  there  soon  they  chose    1100 
The  fig-tree ;  not  that  kind  for  fruit  renown 'd. 
But  such  as  at  this  day,  to  Indians  known 
In  Malabar  or  Deccan,  spreads  her  arms 
Branching  so  broad  and  long,  that  in  the  ground 
The  bended  twig^  take  root,  and  daughters  grow  1 109 
About  the  mother-tree,  a  pillar'd  shade 

1103.  Malabar,  a  part  of  the  Eait  Indies,  lo  which  b  the  hlag 
iom  of  Deccan. 
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High  orer-arcli'd,  and  echoingr  walka  betweemt 

There  oft  the  Indian  herdsman^  shunning  heaC^ 

Shelters  in  cool,  and  tends  his  pastaring  herds 

At  loop-holes  cut  through  thicket  shade.  Those  lesTM 

They  gathered,  broad  as  Amaxonian  taxge,  1111 

And  with  what  skill  they  had  together  sew'd. 

To  gird  their  waist.    Vain  covering,  if  to  hide 

Their  guilt  and  dreaded  shame  1    O  how  unlike 

To  that  first  naked  glory  I    Such  of  late  IIU 

Columbus  found  th'  American,  so  girt 

With  feather'd  cincture,  naked  else  and  wild 

Among  the  trees  on  isles  and  woody  shores. 

Thus  fenced,  and  as  they  thought,  their  shame  in  put 

Cover'd,  but  not  at  rest  or  ease  of  mind,  IIM 

They  sat  them  down  to  weep  ;  nor  only  tears 

Rain'd  at  their  eyes,  but  high  winds  worse  within 

Began  to  rise,  high  passions,  anger,  hate. 

Mistrust,  suspicion,  discord,  and  shook  sore 

Their  inward  state  of  mind :  calm  region  once  llSft 

And  full  of  peace,  now  tost  and  turbulent ; 

For  understanding  ruled  not,  and  the  wiU 

Heard  not  her  lore,  both  in  subjection  now 

To  sensual  appetite,  who  from  beneath 

Usurping  over  sov'reign  reason,  claim'd  IIM 

Superior  sway.    From  thus  distemper'd  breast, 

Adam,  estranged  in  look  and  alter'd  style. 

Speech  intermitted  thus  to  Eve  renew'd :        [stay'd 

Would  thou  hadst  hearken'd  to  my  words,  and 
With  me,  as  I  besought  thee,  when  that  strange  llSi 
Desire  of  wand'ring  this  unhappy  mom, 
I  know  not  whence,  possessed  thee ;  we  had  then 
Remain'd  still  happy,  not,  as  now,  despoil'd 
Of  all  our  good,  shamed,  naked,  miserable. 
Let  none  henceforth  seek  needless  cause  to'  approve 
The  faith  they  owe :  when  earnestly  they  seek   1141 
Such  proof,  conclude,  they  then  begin  to  fail.   [Eve : 

To  whom,  soon  moved  with  touch  of  blame,  thus 
What  words  have  pass'd  thy  lips,  Adam,  severe  1 
Imput'st  thou  that  to  my  default,  or  will  1140 

Of  wand'ring,  as  thou  call'st  it,  which  who  knows 
But  might  as  ill  have  happen'd  thou  being  by. 
Or  to  thyself  perhaps  ?    Hadst  thou  been  there. 


HIS.  Together  tev^d  ;  this  which  it  talcen  from  oar  I 
•f  Hm  psMaffe  ia  Genesis,  means  in  the  origlaal,  wove  or  pM$ed, 
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Or  1i«i«  th'  attempt,  tbou  cooldst  n«t  have  diie«m'4 
nrand  in  the  Serpent,  speaking  as  he  spakt ;      IIM 
No  ground  of  enmity  between  us  known. 
Why  he  should  mean  me  ill,  or  seek  to  harm. 
Was  I  to  have  ne'er  parted  from  thy  side  t 
As  good  have  grown  there  still,  a  lUeless  rib  I 
Being  as  I  am,  why  didst  not  tibou,  the  head,    1151 
Command  me  absolutely  not  to  go. 
Going  into  such  danger  as  thou  saidst  f 
Too  facile  then  thou  didst  not  much  gaiBSay, 
Nay,  didst  permit,  approre,  and  £ur  dismiss. 
Hadst  thou  been  firm  and  fix'd  in  tiiy  dissent,    IIM 
NeiUier  had  I  transgressed,  nor  thou  with  me. 

To  whom  then,  first  incensed,  Adam  reply'd  : 
Is  this  the  love,  is  this  the  recompense 
Of  mine  to  thee,  ingrateful  Eve,  express'd 
Immutable  when  thou  wert  lost,  not  I,  lltt 

Who  might  have  lived  and  joy'd  immortal  bBss, 
Yet  willingly  chose  rather  death  with  thee  t 
And  am  I  now  upbraided  as  the  cause 
Of  thy  transgressing  ?  not  enough  severe, 
It  seems,  in  thy  restraint.   What  could  I  more  t  1170 
I  wam'd  thee,  I  admonish'd  thee,  foretold 
The  danger,  and  the  lurking  enemy 
That  lay  in  wait.    Beyond  this  had  been  force ; 
And  force  upon  free-will  hath  here  no  place. 
But  confidence  then  bore  thee  on,  secure  117tf 

Either  to  meet  no  danger,  or  to  find 
Matter  of  glorious  trial ;  and  perhaps 
I  also  err'd  in  overmuch  admiring 
What  seem'd  in  thee  so  perfect,  that  I  thought 
No  evil  durst  attempt  thee  ;  but  I  rue  llM 

That  error  now,  which  is  become  my  crime, 
And  thou  th'  accuser.    Thus  it  shall  befall 
Him  who,  to  worth  in  women  overtmsting. 
Lets  her  will  rule.    Restraint  she  will  not  brook ; 
And  left  to'  herself,  if  evil  thence  ensue,  IIM 

She  first  his  weak  indulgence  will  accuse. 

Thus  they  in  mutual  accusation  spent 
The  fruitless  hours,  but  neither  self-condemniag  t 
And  of  their  vain  contest  appear'd  no  end. 


1170.  My  reMilnl  b  foond  Is  Mate  edlttoM. 
IIM.  Bentlej  reids,  nmma;  but  tbe  tniMltloii  frooi  Oe  d»> 
galiir  to  tbe  plml, «  in  tUs  immc^  b  not  a  Mflkisat  ""^ 
Ibr  ih#  shufe.  . 
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THE  ARGUMENT. 

Manli  tnuMgrewlon  knowo,  the  piardiu  AiiBei*  fnnfthe  B» 
ndke,  sod  return  up  to  Hesveu  to  approve  their  vf^lanoe.  mai 
are  approved,  God  declarinf;'  that  the  entrance  of  Satan  coald  n$t 
be  by  them  prevented.  He  sends  his  Son  to  judge  the  trausgroa- 
iors.  who  descends  aud  ffivvs  sentence  accoroinrly ;  then  in  pity 
ciotiies  them  both,  aud  re-asceuds.  Sin  and  Ueara.  sittiugr  tiil  then 
at  the  gates  of  Hell,  by  wondrous  sympattw  feeung  the  succeaa 
of  Satan  in  tliis  new  wurld,  and  tlie  sin  by  Mau  there  committed* 
resolve  to  sit  no  longer  contiued  in  Hell,  but  to  follow  Satan  their 
•ire  up  to  the  place  of  Man.  To  make  the  way  easier  from  HeiJ 
lo  Uiis  world  to  and  fro,  they  pave  a  broad  highway  or  bridge 
over  Chao«.  arrording  to  the  track  that  Satan  first  made  ;  tiwn, 
preparing  tor  Earth,  they  rat-et  him^  proud  of  his  success,  retarn- 
lug  to  Hell ;  their  mutual  gratulution.  Satan  arrives  at  Pande- 
monium, in  full  assembly  relates  with  boasting  bii>  success  agaiuat 
Man  :  insteud  of  applause,  is  entertained  with  a  general  lius  by 
all  his  audience,  tnuwforiued  with  liiaiself  also  suddenly  into 
serpents,  accordintf  to  Ids  doom  given  in  Paradise  :  tlien  deluded 
wicn  a  t>how  of  tlie  forbidden  true  spriiigtng  up  before  tiieai,  they 
greedily  reaching  to  tsike  of  lUe  fruit,  cliew  dust  aud  bitter  ashes. 
The  proceediug>  of  Sin  and  Death  :  God  foretells  the  final  victory 
of  his  Son  over  them,  and  the  renewing  of  ail  things ;  but  for  the 

K resent  commands  his  Angels  to  make  several  alterations  hi  the 
[eavens  and  ek-meubi.  Ailaiu,  more  and  more  perceivin'  his 
fallen  condition,  heavily  bewails,  rejecLx  the  condolement  of  Eve ; 
she  persists,  and  at  length  appca.<4es'liiui ;  then,  to  evade  tlie  curse 
likely  to  full  on  their  ofl'sprnig,  pro^Mjses  to  Adam  violent  ways, 
which  he  approves  not;  but,  conceiving  better  hope,  puts  her  ia 
mind  of  the  late  promise  made  llieiii,  thut  her  seed  should  be 
revenged  on  tiv.  Serpent;  aiid  e\iiort«  her  with  him  lo  seek 
peace  of  the  offended  Deity,  by  repentance  aud  Dupplicatioa. 

ME4NWHILE  the  hainoiis  and  despiteful  act 

Of  Satan  done  in  Paradise,  and  how 

He  in  the  serpent  had  perverted  Eve, 

Her  husband  she,  to  taste  the  fatal  fruit. 

Was  known  in  Heav'n  :  for  what  can  'scape  the  eye 

Of  God  all-seeing,  or  deceive  his  heart      ^  0 

Omniscient  I  who  in  all  things  wise  and  just, 

Hinder'd.not  Satan  to  attempt  the  mind 

Of  Man,  with  strength  entire,  and  free-will  arai'd, 

Complete  to  have  discover'd  and  repulsed  10 

Whatever  wiles  of  foe  or  seeming  friend.  [ber'd 

For  still  they  knew,  and  might  to'  have  still  remem* 

The  high  injunction  not  to  taste  that  fruit 

Whoever  tempted  :  which  they  not  obeying, 

1.  There  ts  more  of  action,  as  Addison  has  well  observed,  la 
ihis  book  than  lo  any  otber»  and  alf  the  characters  of  the  poen 
ate  made  to  pass  In  quick  soceestion  before  the  reader. 
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locnrr  d  (what  could  they  less  ?)  the  penalty.        If 

And  manifold  in  sin,  deserved  to  fall. 

Up  into  Heav'n  from  Paradise  in  haste 

Th'  Angelic  guards  ascended,  mute  and  sad 

For  Man ;  for  of  his  state  by  this  they  knew. 

Much  wond'ring  how  the  subtle  fiend  had  atden   19 

Entrance  unseen.    Soon  as  th'  unwelcome  news 

From  Earth  arrived  at  Heaven-gate,  displeased 

All  were  who  heard  :  dim  sadness  did  not  spare 

That  time  celestial  visages ;  yet,  mix'd 

With  pity,  violated  not  their  bliss.  S8 

About  the  new-arrived,  in  multitudes 

Th'  ethereal  people  ran,  to  hear  and  know 

How  all  befell:  they  tow'rds  the  throne  supreme. 

Accountable,  made  haste  to  make  appear 

With  righteous  plea  their  utmost  vigilance,  M 

And  easily  approved ;  when  the  Most  High 

Eternal  Father,  from  his  secret  cloud. 

Amidst  in  thunder,  utter'd  thus  his  voice : 

Assembled  Angels,  and  ye  Pow'rs  retum'd 
From  unsuccessful  charge,  be  not  dismay'd  U 

Nor  troubled  at  these  tidings  from  the  earth. 
Which  your  sincerest  care  could  not  prevent. 
Foretold  so  lately  what  would  come  to  pass. 
When  first  this  tempter  cross'd  the  gulf  from  Hell. 
I  told  ye  then  he  should  prevail  and  speed  40 

On  his  bad  errand  ;  Man  should  be  seduced 
And  flatter'd  out  of  all,  believing  lies 
Against  his  Maker ;  no  decree  of  mine 
Concurring  to  necessitate  his  fall. 
Or  touch  with  lightest  moment  of  impulse  45 

His  free-will,  to  her  own  inclining  left 
In  even  scale.    But  fall'n  he  is ;  and  now 
What  rests,  but  that  the  mortal  sentence  pass 
On  his  transgression,  death  denoimced  that  day  ; 
Which  he  presumes  already  rain  and  void,  M 

Because  not  yet  inflicted,  as  he  fear'd. 
By  some  immediate  stroke ;  but  soon  shall  find 
Forbearance  no  acquittance,  ere  day  end. 
Justice  shall  not  return  as  bounty  scom'd. 


M.  MWd  wUh  pUif  mmt  be  read  as  In  a  pareatliak,  ----- 
tof  tuWurbortoD;  thrkUaoraiiKeUcHdiicMChaitoftaaeibiiaf 
fcry  jQit  and  beaatifU. 
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But  wboin  fend  I  to  jadg^  them t  WhombtttliMe,  Sft 

Viceg^erent  Sont  To  thee  I  have  transferr'd 

All  judgment,  vhether  in  Hear'n,  or  Earth*  or  HelL 

Easy  it  may  be  seen  that  I  intend 

Mercy  colleagrne  with  justice,  sending  thee 

Man's  Friend,  his  Mediator,  his  designed  60 

-Both  Ransom  and  Redeemer  vdiiintary. 

And  destined  Man  himself  to  judge  Man  fUl'ii. 

So  spake  the  Father,  and  unfolding  bright 

Tow'rd  the  right  hand  his  glory,  on  the  Son 

Blazed  forth  unclouded  Deity :  he  foil  9$ 

Resplendent  all  his  Father  manifest 

Express'd,  and  thus  divinely  answer'd  mild : 

Father  Eternal,  thine  is  to  decree  ; 
Mine,  both  in  Hear'n  and  Earth,  to  do  thy  will 
Supreme,  that  thou  in  me,  thy  Son  beloved,  70 

May'iit  ever  rest  well  pleased.    I  go  to  judge 
On  earth  these  thy  transgnressors  ;  but  thou  know'st* 
Whoever  judged,  the  worst  on  me  must  light. 
When  time  shall  be,  for  so  I  undertook 
Before  thee ;  and  not  repenting,  this  obtain  75 

Of  right,  that  I  may  mitigate  their  doom 
On  me  derived ;  yet  I  shall  temper  so 
Justice  with  mercy',  as  may  illustrate  most 
Them  fully  satisfy'd,  and  thee  appease. 
Attendance  none  shall  need,  nor  train  where  none  80 
Are  to  behold  the  judgment,  but  the  judged. 
Those  two.    The  third,  best  absent,  is  condemn'd. 
Convict  by  flight,  and  rebel  to  all  law 
Conviction  to  the  serpent  none  belongs. 

Thus  sajring,  from  his  radiant  seat  he  rose  RS 

Of  high  collat'ral  glory' :  bim  Thrones  and  Pow'rs, 
Princedoms  and  Dominations  ministrant, 
Accompanied  to  Heaven-gate  ;  from  whence 
Eden  and  all  the  coast  in  prospect  lay. 
Down  he  descended  straight :  the  speed  of  Gods    M 
Time  counts  not,  tho'  with  swiftest  minutes  wing'd. 
Now  was  the  sun  in  western  cadence  low 
From  noon,  and  gentle  airs  due  at  their  hour 

96.  John  T.  3»— 97.  59.  Pi.  IxxxT.  10. 

74.  According  to  Book  itU  line  336. 

ft.  Iltuitrate  mott,  4hew  or  prove  most  clearly. 

n.  Oen.  Uf.  8,  and  following'  rvnm. 
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To  Dm  fhe  earth,  now  waked,  and  usber  in 

Th«8  ey'ning  cool,  when  he  from  wrath  more  cool,  fi 

Came  the  mild  Judge  and  Intercessor  both. 

To  sentence  Man.    The  voice  of  God  they  heard 

Mow  walking  in  the  garden,  by  soft  winds 

Brought  to  their  ears,  while  day  declined :  they  heard*^ 

And  from  his  presence  hid  themselves  among       IM 

The  thickest  trees,  both  roan  and  wife,  till  God 

Approaching,  thus  to  Adam  call'd  aloud : 

Where  art  thou,  Adam  t  wont  with  joy  to  meet 

My  coming,  seen  far  offl  I  miss  thee  here. 

Not  pleased,  thus  entertain'd  with  solitude,  IM 

%yhere  obvious  duty*  erewhile  appear'd  unsoo^^: 

Or  come  I  less  conspicuous  ?  or  what  change 

Absents  thee,  or  what  chance  detains  1  Come  forth. 

He  came,  and  with  him  Eve,  more  loth,  tho*  first 
T'  offend,  discount'nanced  both,  and  discomposed :  UO 
Love  was  not  in  their  looks,  either  to  God 
Or  to  each  other,  but  apparent  gruilt, 
And  shame,  and  perturbation,  and  despair. 
Anger,  and  obstinacy',  and  hate,  and  gi^e* 
Whence  Adam,  falt'ring  long,  thus  answer'd  brief: 
I  heard  thee  in  the  garden,  and  of  thy  voice         110 
Afraid,  being  naked,  hid  myself.    To  whom 
The  gracious  Judge,  without  revile,  reply 'd: 
My  voice  thou  oft  hast  heard,  and  hast  not  fear'd. 
But  still  rejoiced  :  bow  is  it  now  become  1S0 

So  dreadful  to  thee  ?   That  thou'rt  naked,  who 
Hath  told  thee  7    Hast  thou  eaten  of  the  tree 
Whereof  I  gave  thee  charge  thou  shouldst  not  eat  f 

To  whom  thus  Adam,  sore  beset,  reply'd : 

0  Heav'n  I  in  evil  strait  this  day  I  stand  ISi 
Before  my  Judge,  either  to  undergo 

Myself  the  total  crime,  or  to  accuse 

My  other  self,  the  partner  of  my  life ; 

Whose  failing,  while  her  faith  to  me  remains, 

1  should  conceal,  and  not  expose  to  blame  IN 
Hy  my  complaint;  but  strict  nece!*sity 

Subdues  me,  and  calamitous  constraint, 

Lest  on  my  head  both  sin  and  punishment. 

However  insupportable,  be  all 

Devolved  ;  tho',  should  I  bold  ray  peace,  yet  thoa  lAf 

Wouldst  ea^y  detect  what  1  conceal. 


SB 
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This  Woman,  whom  thou  mad'st  to  b«  my 
And  gay'st  me  as  thy  perfect  gift,  so  good* 
80  fit,  so  acceptable,  so  divine. 
That  from  her  hand  I  could  suspect  no  ill ; 
And  what  she  did,  whatever  iu  itself. 
Her  doing  seem'd  to  justify  the  deed  ; 
She  g^ve  me  of  the  tree,  and  I  did  eat. 

To  whom  the  Sov'reign  Presence  thus  reply'd : 
Was  she  thy  God,  that  her  thou  didst  obey  149 

Before  his  voice  T  or  was  she  made  thy  g^de, 
Superior,  or  but  equal,  that  to  her 
Thou  didst  resign  thy  manhood,  and  the  place 
Wherein  God  set  thee  'bove  her,  made  of  thee. 
And  for  thee,  whose  perfection  far  excell'd  150 

Hers  in  all  real  dignity  7   Adom'd 
She  was  indeed,  and  lovely  to  attract 
Thy  love,  not  thy  subjection ;  and  her  gifts 
Were  such  as  under  government  well  seem'd. 
Unseemly  to  bear  rule,  which  was  thy  part  155 

And  person,  hadst  thou  known  thyself  aright. 

So  having  said,  he  thus  to  Eve  in  few : 
Say,  Woman,  what  is  this  which  thou  hast  done  f 

To  whom  sad  Eve,  with  shame  nigh  ovcrwhelm'd. 
Confessing  soon,  yet  not  before  ber  Judge  IM 

Bold  or  loquacious,  thus  abash 'd,  reply'd : 
The  Serpent  me  beguiled,  and  I  did  eat. 

Which  when  the  Lord  God  heard,  without  delay 
To  judgment  he  proceeded  on  th'  accused 
Serpent,  though  brute,  imable  to  transfer  IM 

The  guilt  on  him  who  made  him  instrument 
Of  mischief,  and  polluted  from  the  end 
Of  his  creation;  justly  then  accursed, 
4s  vitiated  in  nature  :  more  to  know 
Concem'd  not  Man  (since  he  no  further  knew)    ]7§ 
Nor  alter'd  his  offence ;  yet  God  at  last 
To  Satan,  first  in  sin,  his  doom  applied. 
Though  in  mysterious  terms,  judged  as  then  best ; 
And  on  the  serpent  thus  his  curse  let  fall : 

IM.  Permm,  here  used  in  the  tens  of  the  Latin  penona,  ehi- 
rarter. 

ia9.  Warburton  conjectures  from  this  naMasre  that  Milton  bM 
nol  the  intention  when  he  wrote  it,  of  makinfr  Michael  give  Adsa 
the  ioformaiior  on  redemption  which  is  found  in  the  xlith  book. 
If  It  be  not  so,  the  passage  as  he  obcerves  is  out  of  place. 
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BecaoM  thou  bMt  done  thu,  thon  art  aoouned    Iff 

Above  all  cattle,  each  beast  of  the  field ; 

Upon  thy  belly  grovling  thon  ahalt  go> 

And  dost  ahalt  eat  all  the  dayu  of  thy  life. 

Between  thee  and  the  Woman  I  will  put 

Enmity,  and  between  thine  and  her  seed  :  IM 

Her  Seed  shall  braise  thy  head ;  thon  bruise  bialieeL 

So  spake  this  Oracle,  then  verify'd 
When  Jesus,  Son  of  Mary,  second  Eve, 
Saw  Satan  fall  like  lightning  down  from  HeaT*n, 
Prince  of  the  air ;  then,  rising  from  his  graTe>     IM 
Spoil'd  principalities  and  pow'rs,  triumph 'd 
In  open  show,  and,  with  ascension  bright, 
Captivity  led  captive  through  the  air. 
The  realm  itself  of  Satan  long  usiirp'd ; 
Whom  he  shall  tread  at  last  under  our  feet ;         19* 
E'en  he  who  now  foretold  his  fatal  bruise, 
And  to  the  Woman  thus  his  sentence  tum'd : 
Thy  sorrow  I  will  greatly  multiply 
By  thy  conception :  Children  thou  shalt  bring 
In  sorrow  forth  ;  and  to  thy  husband's  will  lOS 

Thine  shall  submit :  be  over  thee  shall  rule. 

On  Adam  last  thus  judgment  he  pronoimced : 
Because  thou'st  hearken 'd  to  th'  voice  of  thy  wife» 
And  eaten  of  the  tree,  concerning  which  100 

I  charged  thee,  saying.  Thou  shalt  not  eat  thereof; 
Cursed  is  the  ground  for  thy  sake ;  thou  in  sorrow 
Shalt  eat  thereof  all  the  days  of  thy  life  : 
Thorns  also'  and  thistles  it  shall  bring  thee  forth 
Unhid ;  and  thou  shalt  eat  th'  herb  of  the  field ; 
In  the  sweat  of  thy  face  shalt  thou  eat  bread/     9M 
Till  thou  return  unto  the  grround ;  for  thon 
Out  of  the  ground  wast  taken  (know  thy  birth) ; 
For  dust  thou  art,  and  shalt  to  dust  return. 

So  judged  he  Man,  both  Judge  and  Savioiir  sent, 
And  th'  instant  stroke  of  death  denounced,  that  day 
Removed  far  off;  then  pitying  how  they  stood     SlI 
Before  him  naked  to  the  air,  that  now 
Must  suffer  change,  disdain'd  not  to  begin 
Tlienceforth  the  form  of  servant  to  assume, 

114.  There  are  several  allusions  to  Scripture  in  this  and  the 
fbilowlnf  lines,  Luke  z.  18.  Epb.  U.  3.  Col.  ii.  15.  Ps.  Ixvttl.  lib 
ud  Ron.  xxL  SO.  S14,  PlUlip.  U.  T* 
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Mm  wWa  he  wm1i'4  his  senrMito'  fe«t,  m  bow,     ill 

As  Father  of  hia  lsinily»  he  clad 

Their  nakedneu  with  skina  of  beasts,  or  dain. 

Or  as  the  snake  with  yoathfo]  coat  repaid ; 

And  thought  not  much  to  clothe  his  enemies  ; 

Nor  he  their  outward  only  with  the  skins  SM 

Of  beasts,  but  inward  nakedness,  much  more 

Opprobrious,  with  his  robe  of  righteousness, 

Arra3ring,  corer'd  from  his  Father's  sight. 

To  him  with  swift  ascent  he  up  retnm'd. 

Into  his  blissful  bosom  re-assumed  2S5 

In  g^ory,  as  of  old ;  to  him  appeased 

All,  tho'  all-knowing,  what  had  pass'd  with  Man 

Recounted,  mixing  intercession  sweet. 

Meanwhile  ere  thus  was  sinn'd  and  judged  on  Eardi, 
Within  the  gates  of  Hell  sat  Sin  and  Death,         230 
In  connterview  within  the  gates,  that  now 
Stood  open  wide,  belching  outrageous  flame 
Far  into  Chaos,  since  the  Fiend  pass'd  through. 
Sin  opening,  who  thus  now  to  Death  began  : 

O  Son,  why  sit  we  here  each  other  viewing      935 
Idly,  while  Satan  our  great  author  thrives 
In  other  worlds,  and  happier  seat  provides 
For  us,  his  offspring  dear  ?    It  cannot  be 
But  that  success  attends  him  ;  if  mishap, 
Ere  this  he  had  return'd,  with  fury  driven  240 

By  his  avengers,  since  no  place  like  this 
Can  fit  his  punishment,  or  their  revenge. 
Methinks  I  feel  new  strength  within  me  rise. 
Wings  growing,  and  dominion  given  me  large 
Beyond  this  deep ;  whatever  draws  me  on,  MS 

Or  sympathy,  or  some  connat'ral  force, 
Pow'rful  at  greatest  distance,  to  unite 
With  secret  amity  things  of  like  kind 
By  secretest  conveyance.    Thou  my  shade 
Inseparable,  must  with  me  along ;  950 

For  Death  from  Sin  no  power  can  separate. 

SI6.  It  was  formerly  believed  that  some  animali  shed  tbeir 

■kitw  like  Bnakes :  but  the  most  common  supiKwttion  is,  that  the 

skins  mentioned  in  this  part  of  Scripture  history  were  those  ot 

animals  offered  in  sacrifice,  which  it  is  frenerally  supposed  wert 

Mtituted  in  the  earliest  period  of  man's  existence. 

333.  Isaiah  Ixi.  10. 

999  8lnn*d  vad  Judged,  impenoasl  verba. 
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• 

Emt  le«t  the  difficulty  of  paaiing  baek 

Stay  his  return  perhaps  over  this  gulf 

Impassable}  impervioirs,  let  us  try 

▲dvent'rous  work,  yet  to  thy  pow'r  and  mine 

Not  unagreeable,  to  found  a  path 

Over  this  main  from  Hell  to  that  New  World 

Where  Satan  now  prevails,  a  monument 

Of  merit  high  to  all  th'  infernal  host, 

Easing  their  passage  hence,  for  intercourse  SMO 

Or  transmigration,  as  their  lot  shall  lead. 

Nor  can  1  miss  the  way,  so  strongly  drawn 

By  this  new-felt  attraction  and  instinct. 

Whom  thus  the  meagre  Shadow  answer'd  soon : 
Go  whither  Fate  and  inclination  strong  9B8 

Leads  thee ;  I  shall  not  lag  behind,  nor  err 
The  way,  thou  leading,  such  a  scent  I  draw 
Of  carnage,  prey  innumerable,  and  taste 
llie  savour  of  Death  from  all  things  there  that  live : 
Nor  shall  I  to  the  work  thou  enterprisest  370 

Be  wanting,  but  afford  thee  equal  aid. 

So  saying,  with  delight  he  snuff 'd  the  smell 
Of  mortal  change  on  earth.    As  when  a  flock 
Of  ravenous  fowl,  though  many  a  league  remote. 
Against  the  day  of  battle,  to  a  field  978 

Where  armies  lie  encamp'd,  come  flying,  lured 
With  scent  of  living  carcases  design'd 
For  death  the  following  day,  in  bloody  fight; 
So  scented  the  grim  Feature,  and  uptum'd 
His  nostril  wide  into  the  murky  air,  984 

Sagacious  of  his  quarry  from  so  far. 
Then  both  from  out  Hell-gates  into  the  waste 
Wide  anarchy  of  Chaos,  damp  and  dark. 
Flew  diverse,  and  with  pow'r  (their  pow'r  was  g^at) 
Hov'ring  upon  the  waters,  what  they  met,  985 

Sslid  or  slimy,  as  in  raging  sea 
Tast  up  and  down,  together  crowded  drove 
From  each  side  shoaling  towards  the  mouth  of  HeO : 
As  when  two  polar  winds,  blowing  adverse 
Upon  the  Cronian  sea,  together  drive  991 

Mountains  of  ice,  that  stop  th'  imagined  way 

966.  Nor  err,  nor  mlttake. 
790.  Cramian  mo,  tne  J  crthern  frozen  oetmiu-^Ptttorm^  •!«•• 
flnce  on  the  north  eastern  extremity  of  MoKorr*"  ^"' 
stast,  the  aorlh  of  Chins. 
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Beyond  Petoora  eastward,  to  the  rich 

Cathaian  coast.    The  agj^reg^ted  soil 

Death  with  his  mace  petrific,  cold  and  irj. 

As  with  a  trident  smote,  and  fix'd  as  firm  IK 

As  Delos  floating  once ;  the  rest  his  look 

Bound  with  Gorgonian  rigour  not  to  more  ; 

And  with  Asphaltic  slime,  broad  as  the  gate* 

Deep  to  the  roots  of  Hell  the  gather'd  beach 

They  fasten'd,  and  the  mole  immense  wrought  on  30t 

Over  the  foaming  deep  high  arch'd,  a  bridge 

Of  length  prodigious,  joining  to  the  wall 

Immoveable  of  this  now  fenceless  world 

Forfeit  to  Death :  from  hence  a  passage  broad, 

Smooth,  easy,  inoffensive  down  to  Hell.  305 

So,  if  great  things  to  small  may  be  compared, 

Xerxes,  the  liberty  of  Greece  to  yoke. 

From  Susa  his  Memnunian  palace  high 

Came  to  the  sea,  and  over  Hellespont 

Bridging  his  way,  Europe  with  Asia  join'd,  SIO 

And  scourged  with  many  a  stroke  th' indignant  waves. 

Now  had  they  brought  the  work  by  wondi'ous  art 

Pontifical,  a  ridge  of  pendent  rock. 

Over  the  vex'd  abyss,  following  the  track 

Of  Satan  to  the  self-same  place  where  he  815 

First  lighted  from  his  wiug,  and  landed  safe 

From  out  of  Chaos,  to  the  outside  bare 

Of  this  round  world.     With  pins  of  adamant 

And  chaius  they  made  all  fast,  too  fast  they  made 

And  durable  ;  and  now  in  little  space  39i 

The  confines  met  of  £mpyr6an  Heav'n 

Au'^  of  this  Wui-ld,  and  on  the  left  hand  Hell 

Wi'.h  long  reach  interposed:  three  sev'ral  ways 

In  sight,  to  eai'h  of  these  three  places  led. 

And  now  their  way  to  Earth  they  had  descry 'd,  3S5 

To  Paradise  first  tending,  when,  behold, 

Satan,  in  likeness  of  an  Angel  bright, 

S06.  After  it  became  the  birth-place  of  Apollo,  Delot  ceoiod.  It 
U  said,  to  coat  as  rormerly. 

304.  MatU  vii.  13. 

306.  Xeijres,  uie  kin^  of  Perbia,  bnilt a  brid^  over  the  Heller 
poat  to  invade  Greece.— 6'u«a  wum  lite  capital  of  Siwiana,  a  pn>> 
viuce  of  Persia. 

312.  The  art  of  raisiue  bridges  was  among'  the  most  wonderful 
to  antiquity ;  and  the  lui^h-pnestof  the  Romans  derived  bis  name 
Pontifex,  (torn  pons,  a  htidge,  and /act re,  to  maice. 

3S3.  Hell  i«  placed  on  the  left  hard  accordiajf  to  our  Sorloer^i 
«ooount.  iMatt.  xxt.Al. 
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Betwixt  the  Centaur  and  the  Scorpion  steering 

HiB  zenith,  while  the  sun  in  Aries  rose. 

Disguised  he  came  ;  but  those  his  children  dear 

rheir  parent  soon  discem'd,  though  in  disguist. 

He,  after  Eve  seduced,  unminded  slunk 

Into  the  wood  fast  by,  and  changing  shape 

T'  observe  the  sequel,  saw  his  guileful  act 

By  Eve*  though  all  unweeting,  seconded 

Upon  her  husband,  saw  their  shame  that  sought 

Yain  covertures  ;  but  when  he  saw  descend 

The  Son  of  God  to  judge  them,  terrify'd 

He  fled,  not  hoping  to  escape,  but  shtin 

The  present,  fearing  guilty  what  his  wrath 

Might  suddenly  inflict ;  that  pass'd,  retum'd 

By  night,  and  list'ning  where  the  hapless  pair 

Sat  in  their  sad  discourse,  and  various  plaint, 

Thence  gather'd  his  own  doom,  which  understood 

Not  instant,  but  of  future  time,  with  joy  345 

And  tidings  fraught,  to  Hell  he  now  retnm'df 

And  at  the  brink  of  Chaos,  near  the  foot 

Of  this  new  wondrous  pontifice,  unhoped 

Met  who  to  meet  him  came,  his  offspring  dear. 

Great  joy  was  at  their  meeting,  and  at  sight         350 

Of  that  stupendous  bridge  his  joy  increased. 

Long  he  admiring  stood,  till  Sin,  his  fair 

Enchanting  daughter,  thus  the  silence  broke : 

O  Parent,  these  are  thy  magniflc  deeds, 
Tliy  trophies,  which  thou  view'st  as  not  thine  own  ! 
Thou  art  their  author  and  prime  architect :  358 

For  I  no  sooner  in  my  heart  divined) 
My  heart,  which  by  a  secret  harmony 
Still  moves  with  thine,  join'd  in  connexion  sweet. 
That  thou  on  earth  hadst  prosper'd,  which  thy  looks 
Now  also  evidence,  but  straight  I  felt,  361 

Tho'  di:itant  from  thee  worlds  between,  yet  felt 
That  I  must  after  thee  with  this  thy  son ; 
Such  fatal  consequence  unites  us  three : 
Hell  could  no  longer  hold  us  in  her  bounds,  SOI 

Nor  this  unvoyageable  gulf  obscure 
Detain  from  following  thy  illustrious  track. 
Thou  hast  achieved  our  liberty,  confined 
Within  Heli-gates  till  now  ;  thou  us  impower'd 

SM.  To  avoid  the  obMrratloo  of  Uriel,  the  coartellatioM  Itmttfit 
nVkh  Satan  psMed  being  the  moit  dinant  tnm  Aflai. 
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To  fortify  thus  far,  and  overlay 

With  thisi  portentotts  bridga  tk«  dark  abyw. 

Thine  now  is  aU  thi«  world ;  thy  Tirtue'  hath  won 

What  thy  hands  builded  not ;  thy  wisdom  gain'd 

With  odds  what  war  hath  lost,  and  fully  'yenged  374 

Our  foil  in  Heav'n  :  here  thou  shalt  monareli  reign; 

There  didst  not ;  there  let  him  still  victor  sway. 

As  battle  hath  adjudged,  from  this  new  world 

Retiring,  by  his  own  doom  rdienated, 

And  henceforth  monarchy  with  thee  divide 

Of  all  things  parted  by  th'  empyreal  bounds^        SW 

His  quadrature,  from  thy  orbicular  world. 

Or  try  thee  now  more  dangerous  to  his  throne. 

Whom  thus  the  Prince  of  darkness  answer'd  glad  j 
Fair  Daughter,  and  thou  Son  and  Grandchild  both. 
High  proof  ye  now  have  given  to  be  the  race 
Of  Satan  (for  I  glory  in  the  name. 
Antagonist  of  Heav'n  s  Almighty  King)  ; 
Amply  have  merited  of  me,  of  all' 
Th'  infernal  empire,  that  so  near  Heav'n's  door 
Triumphal  with  triumphal  act  have  met, 
Mine  with  this  glorious  work,  and  made  one  realm 
Hell  and  this  world,  one  realm,  one  continent 
Of  easy  thoroughfare.    Therefore,  while  I 
Descend  through  darkness,  on  your  road  with  ease. 
To  my  associate  Pow'rs,  them  to  acquaint  8M 

With  these  successes,  and  with  them  rejoice. 
You  two  this  way,  among  these  numerous  orbs 
All  yours,  right  down  to  Paradise  descend ; 
Inhere  dwell  and  reign  in  bliss,  thence  on  the  earth 
Dominion  exercise,  and  in  the  air,  409 

Chiefly  on  Man,  sole  lord  of  all  declared ; 
Him  first  make  sure  your  thrall,  and  lastly  kill. 
My  substitutes  I  send  ye,  and  create 
Plenipotent  on  earth,  of  matchless  might 
Issuing  from  me.    On  your  joint  vigour  now        401 
My  hold  of  this  new  kingdom  all  depends. 
Through  Sin  to  Death  exposed  by  my  exploit. 
If  your  joint  pow'r  prevail,  th'  affairs  of  Hell 
No  detriment  need  fear.    €ro,  and  be  strong. 

So  saying,  he  dismiss'd  them ;  they  with  speed   4}t 
Their  course  through  thickest  constellations  held, 

air.  JbUfomiit,  the  ncsainf  of  the  Hebrew  word  Sttaa 
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Sprasding  ^eir  bane ;  the  blasted  stars  look'd  waa, 

iUid  planets,  planet-struck,  real  eclipse 

Then  suffer'd.    Th'  other  way  Satan  went  down 

The  causey  to  Hell-gate ;  on  either  side  415 

Disparted  Chaos  over-built  exclaim'd, 

And  with  rebounding  surge  the  bars  assail'd 

That  scorn 'd  his  indignation.    Through  the  gate* 

Wide  open  and  unguarded,  Satan  pass'd. 

And  all  about  found  desolate  ;  for  those  490 

Appointed  to  sit  there  had  left  their  charge. 

Flown  to  the  upper  world ;  the  rest  were  all 

Far  to  th'  inland  retired,  about  the  walls 

Of  Pandemonium,  city  and  proud  seat 

Of  Lucifer,  so  by  allusion  call'd,  4SU 

Of  that  bright  star  to  Satan  paragon'd. 

There  kept  their  watch  the  legrions,  while  the  Grand 

In  council  sat,  solicitous  what  chance 

Might  intercept  their  emperor  sent ;  so  he 

Departing,  gave  command ;  and  they  obserred.    490 

As  when  tiie  Tartar  from  his  Russian  foe 

By  Astracan  over  the  snowy  plains 

Retires,  or  fiactrian  Sophi  from  the  horns 

Of  Turkish  crescent,  leaves  all  waste  beyond 

The  realm  of  Aladule,  in  his  retreat  4S8 

To  Tauris  or  Casbeen,  so  these  the  late 

Heav'n-banish'd  host,  left  desert  utmost  Hell 

Many  a  dark  league,  reduced  in  careful  watch 

Round  their  metropolis,  and  now  expecting 

Each  hour  their  great  advent'rer  from  the  search    440 

Of  foreign  worlds ;  he  through  the  midst,  unmark'd. 

In  show  plebeian  Angel  militant 

Of  lowest  order,  pass'd  ;  and  from  the  door 

Of  that  Plutonian  hall,  invisible. 

Ascended  his  high  throne,  which  under  state        449 

Of  richest  texture  spread,  at  th'  upper  end 

Was  placed  in  regal  lustre.    Down  a  while 

He  sat,  and  round  about  him  saw,  unseen. 

41S.  See  Orid,  Met.  11.  791. 
436.  Paragon'd,  from  the  French  parttnfronner, 
433.  Astracan  f  a  larre  city  In  one  of  the  itlands  of  the  Volga* 
^Sopkif  the  kin;  of  PeKia.  who  is  styled  Bactrian,  from  one  ol 
the  richest  of  the  Persian  provinces. 

AM.  Aladule,  the  greater  Armenia.— Ttmru,  a  dtyin  Persia* 
BOW  called  Ecbatans.— <^c6e«ii,  another  great  city  in  the 
coaotry. 
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At  last,  as  frnm  a  cloodf  his  folgeat 
And  shape  star-bright  appear'd,  or  brighter,  elaid 
Wi^  what  permiaaiTe  g^ory  since  his  fall 
Was  left  him,  or  false  glitter.    All  amased 
At  that  so  sudden  blase,  the  Stygian  throng 
Bent  their  aspect,  and  whom  they  wish'd  beheld. 
Their  mighty  chief  retom'd.  Loud  was  ih'  •*^«iaM»  t 
Forth  rush'd  in  haste  the  gpreat  consulting  peers,  4M 
Raised  from  their  dark  Diran,  and  with  like  joy 
Congratulant  approach'd  him,  who  with  hand 
Silence,  and  with  these  words  attention  won: 

Thrones,  Dominations,Princedoms,Virtues,  Pow'nit 
For  in  possession  such,  not  only'  of  right,  4tl 

I  call  ye,  and  declare  ye  now,  retum'd 
Successful  beyond  hope,  to  lead  ye  forth 
Triumphant  out  of  this  infernal  pit 
Abominable,  accursed,  the  house  of  woe,  468 

And  dungeon  of  our  tyrant.    Now  possess. 
As  Lords,  a  spacious  world,  to'  our  natire  Hear'a 
Little  inferior,  by  my  adventure  hard 
With  peril  great  achieved.    Long  were  to  tell 
What  I  have  done,  wbat  suffer'd,  with  what  pain  470 
Voyaj^ed  th'  unreal,  vast,  unbounded  deep 
Of  horrible  confusion,  over  which 
By  Sin  and  Death  a  broad  way  now  is  paved 
Tu  expedite  your  glorious  march ;  but  I 
Toil'd  out  my  uncouth  passage,  forced  to  ride       479 
Th'  untractable  abyss,  plunged  in  the  womb 
Of  unoriginal  Night  and  Chaos  wild. 
That  jealous  of  their  secrets  Aercely  opposed 
My  journey  strange,  with  clamorous  uproar 
Protesting  Fate  supreme ;  thence  how  I  found     48d 
The  new-created  world,  which  fame  in  Heav'n 
Long  bad  foretold,  a  fabric  wonderful. 
Of  absolute  perfection,  therein  Man 
Placed  in  a  Paradise,  by  our  exUe 
Made  happy.    Him  by  fraud  I  have  seduced        489 
From  his  Creator,  and  the  more  to'  increase 
Your  wonder,  with  an  apple !  He  thereat 
Offended  (worth  your  lavighter)  hath  given  up 
Both  his  beloved  Man  and  all  his  world. 
To  Sin  and  Death  a  prey,  and  so  to  us, 
Wi^oat  our  hazard,  labour,  or  alarm; 
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To  ranga  m,  «nd  to  dwell,  and  OTor  Maa 

To  mle,  as  over  all  he  should  have  ruled. 

Tma  ia,  me  also  he  hath  judged,  or  ra^er 

liB  not,  but  the  hrute  Serpent,  in  whose  shapa     4n 

Man  I  deceived.    That  which  to  ma  belongs 

Is  enmity,  which  he  will  put  between 

Me  and  mankind :  I  am  to  bruise  his  heel ; 

His  seed  (when  is  not  set)  shall  bruise  my  head. 

A.  world  who  would  not  purchase  with  a  bruise,  MO 

Or  much  more  grievous  pain  1  Ye  have  th*  account 

Of  my  performance :  What  remains,  ye  Gods, 

But  up  and  enter  now  into  full  bliss  ? 

So  having  said,  a  while  he  stood,  expecting 
Their  universal  shout  and  high  applause  AM 

To  fill  his  ear ;  when,  contrary,  he  hears 
On  all  sides,  from  innumerable  tongues 
A  dismal  universal  hiss,  the  sound 
Of  public  scorn.    He  wonder'd,  but  not  long 
Had  leisure,  wond'ring  at  himself  now  more :      519 
His  visage  drawn  he  felt  to  sharp  and  spare^ 
His  arms  cfung  to  his  ribs,  his  legs  intwining 
Each  other,  till  supplanted  down  he  fell 
A  monstrous  serpent  on  his  belly  prone. 
Reluctant,  but  in  vain ;  a  greater  Pow'r  tit 

Now  ruled  him,  piinish'd  in  the  shape  he  sinn*d« 
According  to  his  doom.    He  would  have  spoke. 
But  hiss  for  hiss  retutn'd  with  forked  tongue 
To  forked  tongue  ;  for  now  were  all  transform'd 
Alike ;  to  serpents  all  as  accessories  59t 

To  his  bold  riot.     Dreadful  was  the  din 
Of  hissing  through  the  hall,  thick  swarming  now 
With  complicated  monsters,  head  and  tail. 
Scorpion,  and  Asp,  and  Amphisbaena  dire. 
Cerastes  hom'd,  Hydrus,  and  Elops  drear,  535 

And  Dipsas  (not  so  thick  swarm'd  once  the  soil 

S04.  Tlie  tnmsrormation  of  the  fallen  angels  mentioned  in  tUt 
pamge  b  a  Aoe  invention,  and  one  of  thoie  bold  marvels  wUch 
•o  well  flt  the  nature  of  epic  poetry. 

M,  Supplantedf  here  used  in  ita  original  sense,  trom  Urn 
Luln  nmplantare,  to  trip  up  by  the  heels. 

SS4.  AmpMslMena,  a  serpent  with  a  head  at  both  ends  of  lis 
body;  Cettute€,  as  here  called,  a  homed  snake ;  Uydrus,  •  water 
saake:  Bloju,  a  serpeat  which  gives  no  notice  or  its  approaoli* 
aad  Ifiptat,  one  wbrai  occasioaB  a  feverish  thint  by  Us  Ute. 
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Bedropt  with  blood  of  Gorgron,  or  the  isto 

Ophiosa) ;  but  still  greatest  he  the  midst. 

Now  Dragon  grown,  larger  than  whom  the 

Engendered  in  the  Pythian  vale  on  slime>  M0 

Huge  Python,  and  his  pow'r  no  less  he  seem'd 

Above  the  rest  still  to  retain.    They  all 

Him  follow'd,  issuing  forth  to  th'  open  field, 

Where  all  yet  left  of  that  revolted  rout 

Heay'n-fall'n,  in  station  stood  or  just  array,  535 

Sublime  with  expectation  when  to  see 

In  triumph  issuing  forth  their  glorious  chief: 

They  saw,  but  other  sight  instead,  a  crowd 

Of  ugly  serpents.    Horror  on  them  fell. 

And  horrid  sympathy ;  for  what  they  saw,  Mt 

They  felt  themselves  now  changing.     Down  fhflir 

arms, 
Down  fell  both  spear  and  shield,  down  they  as  ftst^ 
And  the  dire  hiss  renew'd,  and  the  dire  form 
Catch'd  by  contagion,  like  in  punishment. 
As  in  their  crime.   Thus  was  th'  applause  they  meant 
Tum'd  to  exploding  hiss ;  triumph  to  shame,        545 
Cast  on  themselves  from  their  own  mouths.    There 

stood 
A  grove  hard  by,  sprung  up  with  this  their  change. 
His  will  who  reigns  above,  to  aggravate 
Their  penance,  laden  with  fair  fruit,  like  that      ftM 
Which  g^rew  in  Paradise,  the  bait  of  Eve 
Used  by  the  Tempter.    On  that  prospect  strange 
Their  earnest  eyes  they  fix'd,  imagining 
For  one  forbidden  tree  a  multitude 
Now  risen,  to  work  them  farther  woe  or  shame ;  55S 
Yet  parch'd  with  scalding  thirst  and  hunger  fierce. 
Though  to  delude  them  sent,  could  not  abstain. 
But  on  they  roll'd  in  heaps,  and  up  the  trees 
Climbing,  sat  thicker  than  the  snaky  locks 
That  curl'd  Megaira.    Greedily  they  pluck'd         5M 
The  fruitage,  fair  to  sight,  like  that  which  grew 

S37.  Lucan,  Phan.  ix.  896.  in  which  the  accoant  is  given  of 
P«neus  slayinr  the  Oorflfon.— OpAttua  is  an  island  in  the  Medi« 
Itrranean,  which  was  deserted  by  its  inhabitants,  on  toeonat  ef 
ttie  enormous  multitude  of  serpents  there. 

MO.  The  Python  was  a  serpent  said  to  have  q>nuif  firm  Ihe 
fliBM  that  was  left  after  the  Deucaliaa  ddage. 
MO.  Mtgmra,  one  of  the  Antak 
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Second  of  Satan  sprung,  all-oonqu'ring  DmiOi, 
What  think'st  thou  of  our  empire  now,  tho'  etmf  A 
With  travel  difficult?    Not^better  far 
Than  still  at  Hell's  dark  threshold  to'  have  sat  watsK 
Unnamed,  undreaded,  and  thyself  half  starred  t  981 

Whom  thus  the  Sin-bom  monster  answer'd  soon : 
To  me,  who  with  eternal  famine  pine. 
Alike  is  Hell,  or  Paradise,  or  Heaven ; 
There  best,  where  most  with  ravin  I  may  meet ; 
Which  here,  tho'  plenteous,  all  too  little  seems    6M 
To  stuff  this  maw,  this  vast  unhide-bound  corpse. 

To  whom  the  incestuous  mother  thus  veply'd : 
|g  Thou  therefore  on  these  herbs,  and  fruits,  and  flow'rs» 

Feed  first,  on  each  beast  next,  and  fish,  and  fowl. 
No  homely  morsels ;  and  whatever  thing  600 

The  scythe  of  Time  mows  down,  devour  unspared ; 
Till  I  in  Man,  residing  through  the  race. 
His  thoughts,  his  looks,  words,  actions,  aU  infect* 
And  season  him  thy  last  and  sweetest  prey. 

This  said,  they  both  betook  them  sev'ral  ways,  01t 
Both  to  destroy  or  uaiinmortal  make 
All  kinds,  and  for  destruction  to  mature 
Sooner  or  later ;  which  th'  Alraij^hty  seeing^. 
From  his  transcendent  seat  the  Saints  among. 
To  those  bright  Orders  utter'd  thus  his  voice :       Clft 

See  with  what  heat  these  dogs  of  Hell  advance 
To  waste  and  havoc  yonder  world,  which  I 
So  fair  and  good  created,  and  had  still 
Kept  in  that  state,  had  not  the  folly'  of  Man 
Let  in  these  wasteful  furies,  who  impute  020 

Folly  to  me  !  So  doth  the  prince  of  Hell 
And.  his  adherents,  that  with  so  much  ease 
I  suffer  them  to  enter  and  possess 
A  place  so  heav'nly,  and  conniving  seem 
To  g^tify  my  scornful  enemies,  OU 

That  laugh  as  if,  transported  with  some  fit 
Of  passion,  I  to  them  had  quitted  all. 
At  random  yielded  up  to  their  misrule. 
And  know  not  that  I  call'd  and  drew  them  thither* 
My  Hell-hounds,  to  lick  up  the  draff  and  filth 
Which  Man's  polluting  sin  with  taint  hath  shed 

fOl.  Unhidt-iound.  not  filled  out,  with  •  sUn  hsaifat 
MMW  and  flabbfi 
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On  xf^iat  "Wtm  pare,  till  cramm'd  and  gorgeAt  nigli 

Wi&  sack'd  and  glutted  offal,  at  one  ding       [bunt 

lOf  thy  -victorious  arm,  well-pleasing  Son, 

Both  Sin,  and  Death,  and  yawning  Grare  at  last  818 

Thro'  Chaos  hurFd,  obstruct  the  mouth  of  Hell 

For  erer,  and  seal  up  his  ravenous  jaws. 

Then  Heav'n  and  Earth  renew'd,  shall  be  made  pun 

7o  sanctity,  that  shall  receive  no  stain : 

Till  then,  the  curse  pronounced  on  both  precedes.  040 

Me  ended,  and  the  heav'nly  audience  loud 
Sung  Halleluiah,  as  the  sound  of  seas. 
Through  multitude  that  sung :  Just  are  thy  ways* 
iUghteous  are  thy  decrees  on  all  thy  works ; 
Who  can  extenuate  thee !    Next,  to  the  Son,       Otf 
Destined  Restorer  of  mankind,  by  whom 
New  Heav'n  and  Earth  shall  to  the  ages  rise. 
Or  down  from  Heav'n  descend.  Such  was  their  Boog, 
While  the  Creator,  calling  forth  by  name 
His  mighty  Angels,  gave  them  several  chai^,    090 
As  sorted  best  with  present  things.    The  sun 
Had  first  his  precept  so  to  move,  so  shine. 
As  might  affect  the  earth  with  cold  and  heat 
Scarce  tolerable ;  and  from  the  north  to  call 
Decrepit  winter  ;  from  the  south  to  bring  OSft 

Solstitial  summer's  heat.    To  the  blank  moon 
Her  office  they  prescribed  ;  to  th*  other  five 
Their  planetary  motions  and  aspects 
In  sextile,  square,  and  trine,  and  opposite 
Of  noxious  efficacy,  and  when  to  join 
In  synod  unbenign ;  and  taught  the  fix'd 
llieir  influence  malig^nant  when  to  show'r. 
Which  of  them  rising  with  the  sun,  or  falling. 
Should  prove  tempestuous ;  to  the  winds  they  set 
Their  comers,  when  with  bluster  to  confound 
Sea,  air,  and  shore,  the  thunder  when  to  roll 
With  terror  through  the  dark  aereal  hall. 
Some  say.  he  bid  his  Angels  turn  askance 
The  poles  of  earth  twice  ten  degrees  and  more 
From  the  sun's  axle ;  they  with  labour  push'd     010 
Oblique  the  centric  globe.    Some  say,  ^e  son 
Vaa  bid  turn  reins  from  th'  equinoctial  nwd 

•43.  Rer.  XT.  3.  xvl.  7.  MT.  Her.  xxL  % 

•M.  JIfaii*  moon,  like  the  nrendi  word  MsM,  iriMfc 
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like  distant  breadth  to  Taonia  with  the 

Atlantic  Sisters,  and  the  Spartan  Twins 

Up  to  the  Tropic  Crab ;  thence  down  amain 

By  Leo,  and  the  Vii^n,  and  the  Scales, 

As  deep  as  Capricorn,  to  bring  in  change 

Of  seasons  to  each  clime ;  else  had  the  spring 

Peipetual  smiled  on  earth  with  rerdant  flow^iv. 

Equal  in  days  and  nights,  except  to  those 

Beyond  the  polar  circles  ;  to  them  day 

Had  unbenighted  shone,  while  the  low  son. 

To  recompense  his  distance,  in  their  sight 

Had  roonded  still  th'  horizon,  and  not  known 

Or  east  or  west,  which  had  forbid  the  snow 

From  cold  Estotiland,  and  south  as  far 

Beneath  Magellan.    At  that  tasted  fruit 

The  sun,  as  from  Thy6stean  banquet,  tum'd 

His  course  intended ;  else  how  had  the  world 

Inhabited,  though  sinless,  more  than  now. 

Avoided  pinching  cold  and  scorching  heat  ? 

These  changes  in  the  Heav'ns,  tho'  slow,  produced 

Like  change  on  sea  and  land  ;  sideral  blast. 

Vapour  and  mist,  and  exhalation  hot, 

Corrupt  and  pestilent :  now  from  the  north 

Of  Nornmbega,  and  the  Samoed  shore. 

Bursting  their  brazen  dungeon,  arm'd  with  icOv 

And  snow,  and  hail,  and  stormy  gust,  and  flaw, 

Boreas,  and  Csecias,  and  Argestes  loud. 

And Thrascias,  rend  the  woods,  and  seas* upturn;  7M 

With  adverse  blast  upturns  them  from  the  south 

Notus  and  Afer  black,  with  thund'rous  clouds 

From  Serraliona.    Thwart  of  these  as  fierce 

Forth  rush  the  Levant  and  the  Ponent  winds, 

Eurus  and  Zephyr,  with  their  lateral  noise,  70ft 

Sirocco  and  Libecchio.    Thus  began 

Outrage  from  lifeless  things  ;  but  Discord,  first, 

686.  Estotiland,  a  countnr  in  North  America^  near  Hodsoo^ 
Bay.— ilfa^ei/on,  a  part  or  ^nth  America. 

668.  Thyestean  banquet :  Thvestlt  is  said  to  have  beeo  baa- 
^eted  by  his  brother  on  the  boiiips  of  his  murdered  children. 

686.  Nemmbegitf  a  province  of  North  America.— SaniMMia,  a 
province  of  Muscovy. 

699.  The  names  of  the  north,  north-west,  north-east,  the  south, 
and  south-west  winds.-~5^rra/l(ma,  a  ranM  of  mountains  to  the 
watti-weit  of  AMez.— Sirocco  and  Hbeeekh,  Oe  sontit-cast  and 
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IlKiigliter  of  Sin,  among  fix'  irrational. 
Death  introduced,  throngh  Herce  antipathy. 
Beast  now  with  beast  'gan  war,  and  fowl  wifli  fimt. 
And  fish  with  fish ;  to  graze  the  herb  all  leaTing,  711 
Devour'd  each  other ;  nor  stood  much  in  awe 
Of  man,  but  fled  him,  or  with  count'nance  grim 
Glared  on  him  passing.    These  were  from  without 
The  growing  miseries,  which  Adam  saw  flB 

Already'  in  part,  though  hid  in  gloomiest  shade* 
To  sorrow'  abandon'd,  but  worse  felt  within  ; 
And  in  a  troubled  sea  of  passion  tost. 
Thus  to  disburden  sought  with  sad  complaint : 

O  miserable  of  happy* !    Is  this  the  end  7M 

Of  this  new  glorious  world,  and  me  so  late 
The  glory  of  that  glory,  who  now,  become 
Accursed  of  blessed,  hide  me  from  the  face 
Ot  God,  whom  to  behold  was  then  my  height 
Of  happiness?  Yet  well,  if  here  would  end  fSf 

The  misery.    I  deserred  it,  and  would  bear 
My  own  deservings ;  but  tliis  will  not  serre ; 
All  that  I  eat  or  drink,  or  shall  beget. 
Is  propagated  curse  I  O  yoice  once  heard 
Delightfully,  *  Increase  and  multiply,'  Tit 

Now  death  to  hear  i    For  what  can  I  increaao 
Or  multiply,  but  curses  on  my  head  I 
Who,  of  all  ages  to  succeed,  but  feeling 
The  evil  on  him  brought  by  me,  will  curse 
My  head  I     111  fare  our  ancestor  impure  I  718 

For  this  we  may  thank  Adam !  but  his  thanks 
Shall  be  the  execration  1    So  besides 
Mine  own  that  bide  upon  me,  all  from  me 
Shall  with  a  fierce  reflux  on  me  redound ; 
On  me,  as  on  their  natural  centre,  light  Tit 

Heary,  though  in  their  place.    O  fleeting  joys 
Of  Paradise,  dear  bought  with  lasting  woea  1 
Did  I  request  thee.  Maker,  from  my  clay 
To  mould  me  man  t  Did  I  solicit  thee 
From  darkness  to  promote  me,  or  here  plaee        7tB 
In  thia  delicious  garden?  As  my  will 
Coneorr'd  not  to  my  being,  it  were  but  right 
And  equal  to  reduce  me  to  my  dust ; 


T«l>  Bender  prapoMi  to  cat  out  tfwMloiriafftM.  Ill 
••rikf  of  MIUM^  fMdw  and  a  dctrioMat  to  tSspoca. 
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Deainma  to  resign  and  render  baok 

All  I  received,  unable  to  perfinrm 

Thy  terma  too  hard,  by  which  I  waa  to  hold 

The  good  I  aooght  not.    To  the  loaa  of  that, 

Sofficient  penalty,  why  haat  thou  added 

The  aenae  of  endless  woes  1  Inexplicable 

Thy  justice  seems ;  yet,  to  say  truth,  too  late        f  M 

I  tiius  contest:  then  should  hare  been  reliased 

Those  tenns  whaterer,  when  they  were  proposed. 

Tbaa  didst  accept  them.    Wilt  thou'  enjoy  the  good. 

Then  cavil  the  conditions  f  And  though  GSod 

Made  thee  without  thy  leave,  what  if  thy  son      700 

Prove  disobedient,  and  reproved,  retort, 

"Wherefore  didst  thou  beget  me  t  I  sought  it  noC 

Wouldst  thou  admit  for  his  contempt  of  thee 

That  proud  excuse  1  yet  him  not  thy  election, 

But  natural  necessity  begot.  7§& 

Ood  made  thee'  of  choice  his  own,  and  of  his  own 

To  serve  him :  thy  reward  was  of  his  grace ; 

Thy  punishment  then,  justly',  is  at  his  wilL 

Be'  it  so,  for  I  submit :  his  doom  is  fair. 

That  dust  I  am,  and  shall  to  dust  return.  17% 

O  welcome  hour  whenever !  Why  delays 

'His  hand  to  execute  what  his  decree 

Fix'd  on  this  day  ?  Why  do  I  overlive. 

Why  am  I  mock'd  with  death,  and  lengthen'd  out 

To  deathless  pain  1  How  gladly  would  I  meet      77S 

Mortality,  my  sentence,  and  be  earth 

Insensible  1  How  glad  would  lay  me  down. 

As  in  my  mother's  lap  1  There  1  should  rest. 

And  sleep  secure  ;  his  dreadful  voice  no  more 

Would  thunder  in  my  ears  I  No  fear  of  worse 

To  me  and  to  my  offspring  would  torment  me 

With  cruel  expectation  !  Yet  one  doubt 

Pursues  me  still,  lest  all  I  cannot  die  ; 

Lest  that  pure  breath  of  life,  the  spirit  of  Man 

Which  God  inspired,  cannot  together  perish 

With  this  corporeal  clod  1  then  in  the  grave. 

Or  in  some  other  dismal  plar^,  who  knows 

But  I  shall  die  a  living  death  1  O  thought 

Horrid,  if  true  f  Yet  why  t  It  was  but  breath 

Of  Ufe  that  sinn'd.    What  dies  but  what  had  lift 

And  sin  t  the  body,  properly,  hath  neither. 

An  ef  me  then  shall  die.    Let  this  appease 
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doubt,  tinee  human  reach  no  ftbrtti«r  luMumi ; 
Ibr  though  tb«  Lord  of  all  be  infinite* 
li  hii  wrath  also  1    Be  it,  Man  is  not  eo^  708 

But  mortal  doom'd.    How  can  he  exerclM 
Wrath  without  end  on  Man  whom  death  muet  end  ff 
Can  he  make  deathless  death  t  That  were  to  make 
Strangle  contradiction,  which  to  God  himettlf 
Impossible  is  held ;  as  argument  MV 

Of  weakness,  not  of  pow'r.    Will  he  dvmw  onti 
For  anger's  sake,  finite  to  infinite 
In  punish'd  Man,  to  satisfy  his  rigour. 
Satisfy 'd  never  1  That  were  to  extend 
His  sentence  beyond  dust  and  Nature's  law,         8M 
By  which  all  causes  else,  according  still 
To  the  reception  of  their  matter,  act ; 
Not  to  th'  extent  of  their  own  sphere.    But  say 
That  death  be  not  one  stroke,  as  I  supposed, 
Berearing  sense,  but  endless  misery  810 

From  this  day  onward,  which  I  feel  begun 
Both  in  me  and  without  me,  and  so  last 
To  perpetuity  I  Ah  me  t  that  fear 
Gomes  thund'ring  back  with  dreadful  rerolution 
On  my  defenceless  head !  Both  Death  and  I         810 
Am  found  eternal,  and  incorporate  both  1 
Nor  I  on  my  part  single :  in  me  all 
Posterity  stands  cursed  I  Fair  Patrimony 
lliat  I  roust  leave  ye,  Sons  !  O  were  1  able 
To  waiite  it  all  myself,  and  leave  ye  none !  8S0 

So  disinherited,  how  would  ye  bless 
Me,  now  your  curse  1  Ah,  why  should  all  mankind 
For  one  man's  fault  thus  guiltless  be  condemn'd. 
If  guiltless  1  But  from  me  what  can  proceed 
But  all  corrupt,  both  mind  and  will  depraved ; 
Not  to  do  only,  but  to  will  the  same  830 

With  me !  How  can  they  then  acquitted  stand 
fn  sight  of  God  t  Him,  after  all  disputes 
Forced,  I  absolve.    AU  my  evasions  vain. 
And  reasonings,  tho'  through  mazes,  lead  me  still  830 
But  to  my  own  conviction.    First  and  last 
On  me,  me  only,  as  the  source  and  spring 
Of  all  corruption,  all  the  blame  lights  due  : 


Jmst  it  proponed  iMtead  of  dust,  in  this  line. 

iOS.  An  Incnnnt  afferiati.  ^  of  mIiooI  ieaminr  BMy  b«  i« 
■wked  in  every  part  of  this  paHKge.  ^       __ 

•IC.  Rom.  vii.  Ml  ttS.  tUm,  siv.  «. 
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So  might  tiie  wratii.  Fond  wish  1  ooukUrt  ttioo.  mppwi 
That  burden,  heayier  than  the  earth  to  bear,        IM 
Tlian  all  the  world  much  heavier,  though  diridad 
With  that  bad  Woman  I  Thus,  what  thou  desireat 
And  what  thou  fear'st,  alike  destroys  all  hope 
Of  refuge,  and  concludes  thee  miserable 
Beyond  all  past  example  and  fiitiire :  Ml 

To  Satan  only  like,  both  crime  and  doom. 

0  Conscience  I  into  what  abyss  of  fears 

And  horrors  hast  thou  driTen  me  !  out  of  which 

1  find  no  way  I  from  deep  to  deeper  plunged  I 
Thus  Adam  to  himself  lamented  loud  846 

Through  the  still  night,  not  now,  as  ere  Man  fell. 

Wholesome,  and  cool,  and  mild,  but  with  black  air 

Accompany'd,  with  damps  and  dreadful  gloom. 

Which  to  his  evil  conscience  represented 

All  things  with  double  terror.    On  the  ground     850 

Ontstretch'd  he  lay,  on  the  cold  g^und,  and  oft 

Cursed  his  creation ;  Death  as  oft  accused 

Of  tardy  execution,  since  denounced 

The  day  of  his  offence.    Why  comes  not  Death, 

Said  he,  with  one  thrice-acceptable  stroke,  855 

To  end  me  ?  Shall  Truth  fail  to  keep  her  word ! 

Justice  divine  not  hasten  to  be  just! 

But  Death  comes  not  at  call ;  Ju8tice  divine 

Mends  not  her  slowest  pace  for  pray'rs  or  cries  I 

0  woods,  O  fountains,  hiilocs,  dales,  and  bow'rs,  808 
With  other  echo,  late  I  taught  your  shades 

To  answer,  and  resound  far  other  song ! 

Whom  thus  afflicted,  when  sad  Eve  beheld. 
Desolate  where  she  sat,  approaching  nigh. 
Soft  words  to  his  fierce  passion  she  assay 'd  :  865 

But  her  with  stem  regard  he  thus  repell'd : 

Out  of  my  sight,  thou  Serpent !  that  name  best 
Befits  thee  with  him  leagued,  thyself  as  false 
And  hateful!  nothing  wants,  but  that  thy  shape 
Like  his,  and  colour  serpentine,  may  shew  87f 

Thy  inward  fraud,  to  warn  all  creatures  from  thee 
Henceforth,  lest  that  too  heav'nly  form,  pretended 
To  hellish  falsehood,  snare  them.    But  for  thee 

1  had  persisted  happy',  had  not  thy  pride 

And  wand'ring  vanity,  when  least  was  safe,         STf 

•72.  PnUndtdt  ia  the  Utia  wan,  UUL  k^Mw 
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Rejected  my  forewaruing,  aud  disdaia'd 

Not  to  be  trusted)  longing:  to  be  seen 

llioagh  by  the  Devil  himself,  him  overweening 

To  o'er-reach,  but'  with  the  Serpent  meeting 

Fool'd  and  beguiled,  by  him  thou,  I  by  thee*        0M 

To  trust  thee  from  my  side*  imagined  wise* 

Constant,  mature,  proof  ag^nst  all  assaults. 

And  understood  not  all  was  but  a  show 

Rather  than  solid  virtue' ;  all  but  a  rib 

Crooked  by  nature,  bent,  as  now  appears,  MS 

More  to  the  part  sinister,  from  me  drawn. 

Well  if  thrown  out,  as  supernumerary 

To  my  just  nunjber  found.    O  why  did  God 

Creator  wise,  that  peopled  highest  Heav'n 

With  Spirits  masculine,  create  at  last  800 

This  novelty  on  earth,  this  fair  defect 

Of  nature,  and  not  fill  the  world  at  once 

With  Men,  as  Angels,  without  feminine. 

Or  find  some  other  way  to  generate 

Mankind  7  This  mischief  had  not  then  befall'n,      800 

And  more  that  shall  befall,  innumerable 

Disturbances  on  earth,  through  female  snares. 

And  straight  conjunction  with  this  sex  :  for  either 

He  never  shall  find  out  fit  mate,  but  such 

As  some  misfortune  brings  him,  or  mistake ;         OOf 

Or  whom  he  wishes  most  shall  seldom  gain. 

Through  her  perverseness,  but  shall  see  her  gain'd 

By  a  far  worse  ;  or  if  she  love,  withheld 

By  parents ;  or  his  happiest  choice  too  late 

Shall  meet,  already  link'd  and  wedlock-bound     005 

To  a  fell  adversary',  his  hate  or  shame : 

Which  infinite  calamity  shall  cause 

To  human  life,  aud  household-peace  confound. 

He  added  not,  and  from  her  tum'd.    But  Eve, 
Not  so  repulsed,  with  tears  that  ceased  not  flowing. 
And  tresses  all  disorder'd,  at  his  feet  Oil 

Fell  humble,  and  embracing  them,  besought 
His  peace ;  and  thus  proceeded  in  her  plaint : 

Forsake  me  not  thus,  Adam  1  Witness,  Heav'n, 
What  love  sincere,  and  rev'renee  in  my  heart      01 
I  bear  thee,  and  unweeting  have  offended, 
Unliappily  deceived  1    Thy  suppliant 
r  kof ,  and  clasp  thy  knees.    Bereave  me  notf 
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Whereon  I  lire,  thy  gentle  looks,  thy  aid. 

Thy  oonnsel  in  this  nttermo«t  distress,  m 

My  only  strength  and  stay.    Forlorn  of  thee. 

Whither  shall  1  hetake  me  T  Mfhere  subsist  f 

While  yet  we  live,  scarce  one  short  hour  perhaps. 

Between  us  two  let  there  be  x>cace  ;  both  joining. 

As  Join'd  in  injuries,  one  enmity  9S9 

Against  a  foe  by  doom  express  assigned  us. 

That  cjruel  Serpent.    On  me  exercise  not 

Thy  hatred  for  this  misery  befall'n. 

On  me  already  lost,  me  than  thyself 

More  miserable.    Both  have  sinn'd ;  but  thou      030 

Against  God  only' ;  I  against  God  and  thee. 

And  to  the  place  of  judgment  will  return. 

There  with  my  cries  importune  Heav'n,  that  all 

The  sentence,  from  thy  head  removed,  may  light 

On  me,  sole  cause  to  thee  of  all  this  woe !  035 

Me,  me  only,  just  object  of  his  ire. 

She  ended  weeping  ;  and  her  lowly  plight, 
Immoveable  till  peace  obtain'd  from  fault 
Acknowledged  and  deplored,  in  Adam  wrought 
Commiseration.     Soon  his  heart  relented  040 

Tow'rds  her,  his  life  so  late  and  sole  delight. 
Now  at  his  feet  submissive  in  distress. 
Creature  so  fair  his  reconcilement  seeking, 
His  counsel,  whom  she  had  displeased,  his  aid  ; 
As  one  disarm 'd,  his  anger  all  he  lost,  91^ 

And  thus  with  peaceful  words  upraised  her  soon  : 

Unwary*  and  too  desirous,  as  before. 
So  now  of  what  thou  know'st  not,  who  dcsir'st 
The  punishment  all  on  thyself ;  alas. 
Bear  thine  own  first,  ill  able  to  sustain  050 

His  full  wrath,  whose  thou  feel'st  as  yet  least  part. 
And  my  displeasure  bear'st  so  ill.    If  pray'rs 
Could  alter  high  decrees,  I  to  that  place 
Would  speed  before  thee,  and  be  louder  heard. 
That  on  my  head  all  might  be  visited  ;  OSS 

Thy  frailty  and  infirmer  sex  forgiven. 
To  me  committed,  and  by  me  exposed. 
But  rise,  let  us  no  more  contend,  nor  blame 

940.  It  is  said  that  Milton  had  a  personal  teelinff  in  writinctliit 
passage,  and  described  his  meetlnur  &nd  reconciliation  wini  fak 
Vife  who  had  been  for  some  time  separated  from  liin. 
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Bsch  other,  blamed  enough  elsewhere^  bat  •trire 

In  offices  of  loye,  bow  we  may  lighten  9M 

Bach  other's  burden,  in  our  share  of  woe; 

Since  this  day's  death  denounced,  if  aught  I  see^ 

Will  prove  no  sudden,  but  a  slow-paced  eril, 

A  long  day's  dying  to  augment  our  pain. 

And  to  our  seed  (O  hapless  seed  I)  derived.  9AS 

To  whom  thus  Eve,  recovering  heart,  reply 'd : 
Adam>  by  sad  experiment,  I  know 
How  little  weight  my  words  with  thee  can  find. 
Found  so  erroneous,  thenee  by  just  event 
Found  so  unfortunate  !  neverttieless,  979 

Restored  by  thee,  vile  as  I  am,  to  place 
Of  new  acceptance,  hopeful  to  regain 
Thy  love,  the  sole  contentment  of  my  heart 
Living  or  dying,  from  thee  X  will  not  hide 
What  thoughts  in  my  unquiet  breast  are  risen,    87S 
Tending  to  some  relief  of  our  extremes. 
Or  end,  though  sharp  and  sad,  yet  tolerable. 
As  in  our  evils,  and  of  easier  choice. 
If  care  of  our  descent  perplex  us  most. 
Which  must  be  bom  to  certain  woe«  devour'd      S60 
By  Death  at  last ;  and  miserable  it  is 
To  be  to  others  cause  «f  misery. 
Our  own  begotten,  and  of  our  loins  to  bring 
Into  this  cursed  world  a  woeful  race  1 
That  after  wretched  life,  must  be  at  last  985 

Food  for  so  foul  a  monster  I     In  thy  pow'r 
It  lies,  yet  ere  conception,  to  prevent 
The  race  unblest,  to  being  yet  unbegot. 
Childless  thou  art,  childless  remain  ;  so  Deatk 
Shall  be  deceived  his  glut,  and  with  us  two  09§ 

Be  forced  to  satisfy  his  rav'nous  maw. 
But  if  then  judge  it  hard  and  difficult. 
Conversing,  looking,  loving,  to  abstain 
From  love's  due  rites,  nuptial  embraces  sweet. 
And  with  desire  to  languish  without  hope,  905 

Before  the  present  object  languishing 
With  like  desire,  which  would  be  misery 
And  torment  less  than  none  of  what  we  drea^ 
Then  both  ourselves  and  seed  at  once  to  free 
Prom  what  we  fear  for  both  let  us  make  short ; 
Let  us  seek  Death,  or  he  not  found,  supply 
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Widiowr  own  handa  his  flOee  OB 
Why  atond  we  loagei  iihiTcriii|r  under  Htam, 
That  ihew  bo  end  but  death*  and  hare  tiM  powV 
Of  numy  ways  to  die,  the  shortest  choosing. 
Destruction  with  destructimi  to  destroy  t 

She  ended  here»  or  Tehement  despair 
Broke  off  the  rest ;  so  much  of  death  her  tiumghts 
Had  entertain'd,  as  dyed  her  cheeks  with  pale. 
But  Adam  with  such  counsel  nothing  sway'd :    INt 
To  better  hopes  his  more  attentiye  mind 
Labouring  had  raised,  and  thus  to  Bve  replied : 

Eve,  thy  contempt  of  life  and  pleasure  seeasa 
To  argue  in  thee  something  more  sublime 
And  excellent  than  what  thy  mind  contemns ;    IMi 
But  self-destruction  therefore  sought,  refntes 
That  exceUence  thought  in  thee,  and  implies^ 
Not  thy  contempt,  but  anguish  and  regret 
For  loss  of  life  and  pleasure  overloTed. 
Or  if  thou  covet  death,  as  utmost  end 
Of  misery,  so  thinking  to  evade 
The  penalty  pronounced,  doubt  not  but  God 
Hath  wiselier  arm'd  his  vengeful  ire  than  so 
To  be  forestall'd  :  much  more  I  fear  lest  death 
So  snatch'd  will  not  exempt  us  from  the  pain 
We  are  by  doom  to  pay :  rather  such  acts 
Of  contumacy'  will  provoke  the  Highest 
To  make  death  in  ns  Uve.    Then  let  us  seek 
Some  safer  resolution,  which  methinks 
I  have  in  view,  calling  to  mind  with  heed 
Part  of  our  sentence,  that  thy  seed  shall  bruise 
The  Serpent's  head.    Piteous  amends  t  unless 
Be  meant,  whom  I  conjecture,  our  grand  foe 
Satan,  who  in  the  serpent  hath  contrived 
Against  us  this  deceit.    To  crush  his  head 
Would  be  revenge  indeed  :  which  will  be  h)st 
By  deadi  brought  on  ourselves,  or  childless  days 
Resolved,  as  thou  proposest ;  so  our  foe 
Shall  'scape  his  punbhment  onlain'd,  and  we 
Instead,  shall  double  ours  upon  our  heads.  IMi 

Mo  more  be  mention'd  then  of  violence 
Against  ourselves,  and  wilful  barrenness. 
That  cuts  us  olf  from  hope,  and  savours  only 
Bancuur  and  pride,  impatience  and  despite, 
Relaetance  against  God  and  his  jusi  yoke  iMi 
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Laid  on  our  necks.    Remember  with  what  mOd 

jbid  gnuHoos  temper  he  both  heard  and  judged* 

Withoat  wrath  or  reviling  i  We  expected 

Inmiediate  diBsolution,  which  we  thought 

Was  meant  by  death  that  day ;  when  lo !  to  thee  lOM 

Pains  only  in  child-bearing  were  forettdd, 

Jbid  bringing  forth ;  soon  recompensed  with  joy, 

nniit  of  thy  womb.    On  me  the  curse  aslope 

Glanced  on  the  ground.    With  labour  I  must  earn 

My  bread.    What  harm  ?    Idleness  had  been  worse : 

My  labour  will  sustain  me.    And  lest  cold  1056 

Or  heat  should  injure  us,  his  timely  care 

Hath  unbeaought  proTided,  and  his  hands 

Cloth'd  us,  unworthy,  pitying  while  he  judged ; 

How  much  more,  if  we  pray  him,  will  his  ear    1000 

Be  open,  and  his  heart  to  pity*  incline, 

Jbid  teach  us  farther  by  what  means  to  shun 

Th'  inclement  seasons,  rain,  ice,  hail,  and  snow  ! 

Which  now  the  sky  with  various  face  begins 

To  shew  us  in  this  mountain,  while  the  winds    1009 

Blow  moist  and  keen,  shattering  the  graceful  locks 

Of  tiiese  fair  spreading  trees ;  which  bids  us  seek 

Some  better  shroud,  some  better  warmth  to  cheridi 

Onr  limbs  benumb'd,  ere  this  diurnal  star 

Leare  cold  the  night,  how* we  his  gather'd  beams  1070 

Reflected,  may  with  matter  sere  foment, 

Or,  by  collision  of  two  bodies,  grind 

The  air  attrite  to  lire,  as  late  the  clouds 

Jnstling,  or  push'd  with  winds,  rude  in  their  shock. 

Tine  the  slant  lightning,  whose  thwart  flame  driv'n 

Kindles  the  gummy  bark  of  fir  or  pine,  [down 

And  sends  a  comfortable  heat  from  far. 

Which  might  supply  the  sun.    Such  fire  to  use. 

And  what  may  else  be  remedy  or  cure 

To  evils  which  our  own  misdeeds  have  wrought,  lOM 

He  will  instruct  us  praying,  and  of  grace 

Beseeching  him,  so  as  we  need  not  fear 

To  pass  commodiously  this  life,  sustained 

By  him  with  many  comforts,  till  we  end 

In  dost :  our  final  rest  and  native  home.  lOtt 

What  better  can  we  do,  than  to  the  place 

Repairing  where  he  judged  ns,  prostrate  £bU 

lata.  Dbtrmai  ttar,  the  ton.       I<r<.  Ito^  to  Mgat  or  Undla 
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Befbre  him,  reverent,  and  there  conliBM 
BumUy  ottr  faults,  and  pardon  beg,  with  tean 
Watering  the  ground,  and  with  our  sighs  the  air  lOM 
Frequenting,  sent  from  hearts  contrite,  in  sign 
Of  sorrow*  unfeign'd,  and  humiliation  meek  f 
Undoubtedly  he  will  relent,  and  turn 
From  his  displeasure ;  in  whose  look  serene. 
When  angry  most  he  seem'd,  and  most  severe,   lOOS 
What  else  but  favour,  grace,  and  mercy  shone  f 

So  spake  our  father  penitent :  nor  Eve 
Felt  less  remorse.    They  forthwith  to  the  place 
Repairing  where  he  judged  them,  prostrate  fell 
Before  him,  reverent,  and  both  confessed  IIM 

Humbly  their  faults,  and  pardon  begg'd,  with  tears 
Watering  the  gpround,  and  with  their  sighs  the  air 
Frequenting,  sent  from  hearts  contrite,  in  sign 
Of  sorrow'  unfeign'd,  and  humiliation  meek. 


BOOK  XI. 
THE  ARGUMENT. 


The  Son  of  God  pretentg  to  his  Father  the  prayers  of  oar  flrtt 
parents,  now  repenting,  and  intercedes  for  them :  God  accepts 
tlieni,  hut  declares  that  they  miist  no  longer  abide  in  I*aradise; 
MMidK.MiehacI  with  a  band  of  Cherubim  to  disnodsess  them;  but 
A  ret  to  reveal  to  Adam  future  things:  Michael's  cominr  down. 
Adam  shews  to  Eve  certain  ominous  signs ;  he  discerns  Michael** 
approach ;  goes  out  to  meet  him  :  the  Angel  denounces  their  de- 
parture. Eve's  lamentation.  Adam  pleads,  but  submits:  The 
Ansrel  lead*  him  tap  to  a  high  hill ;  sets  before  him  in  vision  what 
•hall  happen  till  the  flood. 

Thus  they  in  lowliest  plight,  repentant,  stood' 

Praying  ;  for  from  the  mercy-seat  above 

Prevenient  grace  descending,  had  removed 

The  stony  from  their  hearts,  and  made  new  flesh 

Regenerate  grow  instead,  that  sighs  now  breathed  5 

Unutterable,  which  the  Spirit  of  prayer 

Inspired,  and  wing'd  for  Heav'n  with  speedier  flight 

Than  loudest  oratory :  yet  their  port 

Not  of  mean  suitors,  nor  important  less 

Seem'd  their  petition,  than  when  th'  ancient  pair  It 

In  fables  old,  less  ancient  yet  than  these, 

1003.  Humiliation ,  the  act  of  humbling,  not  humility.    ^ 
4.  A  verbal  critic  might  I  think  find  fault  with  this  and  the  fol 
lowing  line,  in  whirh  tnere  are  three  words  used  to  expre«  one 
ldea«  new,  rtgtntraUt  and  intteaj. 
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Deucalion  and  chaste  P3rTrha,  to  restore 

The  race  of  mankind  drown'd,  before  the  shrin* 

Of  lliemis  stood  devout.    To  Heav'n  their  pray'ri 

Flew  up ;  nor  miss'd  the  way,  by  enyioos  winds    18 

Blown  vagabond  or  fhistrate.    In  they  pass'd 

Dimension] ess,  through  heav'nly  doors ;  then  clad 

With  incense,  where  the  golden  altar  fumed, 

By  their  g^reat  Intercessor,  came  in  sight 

Before  the  Father's  throne :  then  the  glad  Son       20 

Presenting,  thus  to  intercede  began : 

See,  Father,  what  first  fruits  on  earth  are  sprung 
From  thy  implanted  grace  in  Man  1  these  sighs 
And  pray'rs,  which  in  this  golden  censer,  mix'd 
With  incense,  1  thy  priest  before  thee  bring :        Sfi 
Fmits  of  more  pleasing  savour  from  thy  seed 
Sown  with  contrition  in  his  heart,  than  those 
Which  his  own  hand  manuring,  all  the  trees 
Of  Paradise  could  have  produced,  ere  fallen 
Pram  innocence.    Now  therefore  bend  thine  ear   M 
To  supplication ;  hear  his  sighs  though  mute. 
UnakUftal  with  what  words  to  pray,  let  me 
Interpret  for  him,  me  his  Advocate 
An4  propitiation.    All  his  works  on  me, 
Good  or  not  good,  ingraft ;  my  merit  those  U 

Shall  perfect,  and  for  these  my  death  shall  pay. 
Accept  me,  and  in  me  from  these  receive 
The  smell  of  peace  tow'rd  mankind.    Let  him  live 
Before  thee  reconciled,  at.  least  his  days 
Nnmber'd,  tho'  sad.  till  dbath,  his  doom  (which  I  4f 

Tc  mitigate  thus  plead,  not  to  reverse; 
To  better  life  shall  yield  him ;  where  with  mo 
All  my  redeem'd  may  dwell  in  joy  and  bliss ; 
Made  one  with  me  as  I  with  thee  am  one. 

To  whom  the  Father,  without  cloud,  serene  :      45 
All  thy  request  for  Man,  accepted  Son, 
Obtain :  all  thy  request  was  my  decree. 
But  longer  in  that  Paradise  to  dwell, 

la.  DemeolUm  and  his  wife,  It.i*  uAd  byJH,P5««^t5f*JSl! 
eolT  remslm  of  the  human  hums  left  after  i|»e,5p~/-I?T?.%I 
pened  in  their  time.  Thi.  fable  »u»d  eyidentiy  itaorfginin  a  tqr 
mOaoMij  aocoant  of  tiie  grreat  deluge.— Themu  waa  the  r«»**" 
•r  juatice.   See  Ovid,  Met.  I.  318. 

iV.  F»r«Aondf  from  tiie  Latin  vagOt  to  grander. 

3S.  1  John  ii.  1,  3,  »8.  LeYit.lU»^ 

M.JohB»ftt.Sl»». 
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The  Uw  I  gave  to  nature  him  fbririds  t 

Thoae  pure  immortal  elements  that  know  M 

No  groM,  no  anharmonioue  mixture  foul* 

E(ject  him,  tainted  now,  and  purge  him  off 

AiB  a  diatemper,  gross  to  air  as  gross ; 

And  mortal  food,  as  may  dispose  him  best 

For  dissolution  wrought  by  sin,  that  first  51 

Distemper'd  all  things,  and  of  incorrupt 

Corrupted.    I  at  first  with  two  fair  gifts 

Created  him  endow'd ;  with  happiness 

And  immortality :  that  fondly  lost. 

This  other  served  but  to  eternize  woe ;  6f 

Till  I  provided  death ;  so  death  becomes 

His  final  remedy,  and  after  life, 

Tried  in  sharp  tribulation,  and  refined 

By  faith  and  faithful  works  to  second  life. 

Waked  in  the  renovation  of  the  just  M 

Resigns  him  up  with  Heav'n  and  Earth  renew'd. 

But  let  us  call  to  synod  all  the  Blest 

Through  Heav'n's  wide  bounds;  from  them  I  will 

not  hide 
My  judgments,  how  with  mankind  1  proceed. 
As  how  with  peccant  Angels  late  they  saw,  70 

And  in  tlieir  state,  tho'  firm,  stood  more  confinn'd. 

He  ended ;  and  the  Son  gave  signal  high    ' 
To  the  bright  minister  that  watch 'd.     He  blew 
His  trumpet  (heard  in  Oreb  since,  perhaps, 
When  God  descended,  and  perhaps  once  more       78 
To  sound  at  general  doom) :  tin'  angelic  blast 
Pill'd  all  the  regions.    From  their  blissful  bow'rs 
Of  amarantine  shade,  fountain  or  spring. 
By  the  waters  of  life,  where'er  they  sat 
In  fellowships  of  joy,  the  sons  of  light  M 

Hasted,  resorting  to  the  summons  high, 
And  took  their  seats ;  till  from  his  throne  supreme 
Th'  Almighty  thus  pronounced  his  Sov'reign  will ; 

O  Sons  1  like  one  of  us  Man  is  become. 
To  know  both  good  and  evil,  since  his  taste  M 

Of  that  defended  fruit !  but  let  him  boast 
His  knowledge  of  good  lost,  and  evil  got : 

74.  Ezod.  XX.  I^  1  Then.  iv.  10. 
•9.  Rev.  It.  4.  xi.  16.  Matt.  xix.  38.  84.  Gen.  IH. 

86.  Diffendedt  Hke  the  French  de/endre,  to  forMd. 
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Shiffg&w,  had  ft  aaftcad  lum  to  have  katvwa 

dood  by  itself,  and  otU  not  aU. 

He  sorrows  now,  repents,  and  prays  contrite,         ft 

Hy  motions  in  him.    Longer  than  they  more* 

His  heart  I  knew,  how  variable  and  vain 

Self-left.    Lest  tiierefore  his  now  bolder  haaai. 

Reach  also  of  the  tree  of  life,  and  eat. 

And  live  fnr  ever  (dream  at  least  to  lire  M 

For  ever)  to  remove  him  I  decree. 

And  send  him  from  the  garden  forth  to  till 

rhe  g^und  whence  he  was  taken :  fitter  soil. 

Michael,  this  my  behest  have  thou  in  charge : 
Take  to  thee  from  among  the  Cherubim  100 

Thy  choice  of  flaming  warriors,  lest  the  Fiaid« 
Or  in  behalf  of  Man,  or  to  invade 
Vacant  possession,  some  new  trouble  raise* 
Haste  thee,  and  frx>m  the  Paradise  of  God, 
Without  remorae,  drive  out  the  sinftil  pair  109 

(From  hallow'd  ground  th'  unholy),  and  denounce 
To  them  and  to  their  progeny,  from  thence 
Perpetual  banishment.    Yet,  lest  they  faint 
At  the  sad  sentence  rigorously  ui^ed. 
For  I  behold  them  soften'd,  and  with  tears  110 

Bewailing  their  excess,  all  terror  hide. 
If  patiently  thy  bidding  they  obey, 
Dismiss  them  not  disconsolate.    Reveal 
To  Adam  what  shall  come  in  future  days. 
As  1  shall  thee  enlighten.    Intermix  IU> 

My  cov'nant  in  the  Woman's  seed  renew'd ; 
So  send  them  forth,  tho'  sorrowing,  yet  in  peace : 
And  on  the  east  side  of  the  garden  place. 
Where  entrance  up  team  Eden  easiest  climbs. 
Cherubic  watch,  and  of  a  sword  the  flame  I9t 

Wide-waving,  all  approach  far  off  to  fright. 
And  guard  all  passage  to  the  tree  of  life* 
Lest  Paradise  a  receptacle  prove 
To  spirits  foul,  and  all  my  trees  titeir  prey,  Ul 

With  whose  stol'n  fruit  Man  once  more  to  delude. 

He  ceased ;  and  th'  Archangelic  Pow'r  prepwwd 
For  swift  descent,  with  him  the  cohort  bright 
Of  watchful  Cherubim.    Four  faces  each 
Had,  like  a  double  Janus :  all  their  shape 

;».  Ewk.  X.  14. 
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Spangled  wHb  eyes*  more  numerous  than  thoat   KBv 
Of  Argua,  and  more  woeful  than  to  drowae, 
Cbarm'd  with  Arcadian  pipe,  th«  pastoral  reed 
Of  Hermes,  or  his  opiate  rod.    Mean  while 
To  re-salate  the  world  with  sacred  light, 
Lencothea  waked,  and  with  fresh  dews  imhalm'd  1J9 
The  Earth ;  when  Adam  and  (first  matron)  Eve 
Had  ended  now  their  orisons,  and  found 
Strength  added  from  above,  new  hope  to  spring 
Out  of  despair,  joy,  but  with  fear  yet  link'd : 
Which  thru  to  Eve  his  welcome  words  renew'd :  149 

Ere,  easily  may  faith  admit,  that  idl 
The  good  which  we  enjoy,  front  Heav'n  descends ; 
But  that  from  us  anprht  should  ascend  to  Heav'n 
fk>  prevalent  as  to  concern  the  mind 
Of  Ood  high-blest,  or  to  incline  bis  will,  143 

Hard  to  belief  may  seem ;  yet  this  will  prayer. 
Or  one  short  sigh  of  human  breath,  upborne 
Ev'n  to  the  seat  of  God !  For  since  I  sought 
By  prayer  th'  offended  Deity  to'  appease, 
Kneel'd,  and  before  hira  humbled  all  my  heart,    IJff 
Methought  I  saw  him  placable  and  mild. 
Bending  his  earf  Persuasion  in  me  ^new 
That  I  was  heard  with  fa^  our !   Peace  retum'd 
Home  to  my  breast,  and  to  my  memory 
His  promise,  that  thy  seed  shall  bniisc  oiir  foe ;   155 
Which  then  not  minded  in  dismay,  yet  now 
Assures  me  that  the  bitterness  of  death 
Is  past,  and  we  shall  live !  Whence  hail  to  theOf 
Eve  (rightly  call'd)  mother  of  all  mankind. 
Mother  of  all  things  living ;  since  by  thee  169 

Man  is  to  live,  and  all  things  live  for  Manl 

To  whom  thus  Eve,  with  sad  demeanour  meek: 
III  worthy  I  such  title  should  belong 
To  me  transgressor,  who,  for  thee  ordain'd 
A  help,  became  thy  snare  I  To  me  reproach  105 

131.  Jrgus,  It  is  taid,  was  lulled  to  sleep,  and  then  killed  bf 
Mercnrr. 

13S.  Leueetkea  ;  the  nior Ainp,  ao  railed  flroin  two  Greek  wnnb 
tAgnlfjing  light  and  goddess  Thli  is  tbe  lost  movniuf  Id  the 
poem,  and  is  supposed  to  t>e  the  commencement  of  the  elercnlk 
■sj  la  the  actioQ  on  earth. 

157.  I  Sam.  XT.  33. 

IN.  Oea.  Itt.  30.    Eve  Is  from  an  Hebrew  word  slgnif^Bf 

^^fe,  or  t9  Hve, 
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RattMr  belonga,  distrust,  and  all  dispraise  I . 

Bat  infinite  in  pardon  was  niy  Jndg^e, 

That  I,  who  first  hronght  death  on  aU»  am  graced 

The  source  of  life ;  next  favourable  thou, 

Who  highly  thus  to'  entitle  me  Youchsaf  st,  I7t 

Far  other  name  deserving.    But  the  field 

To  labour  calls  us,  now  with  sweat  imposed, 

Though  after  sleepless  night;  for,  see,  the  mom. 

All  uuconcem'd  with  our  unrest,  begins 

ller  rosy  progress  smiling :  let  us  forth,  179 

I  never  from  thy  side  henceforth  to  stray. 

Where'er  our  day's  work  lies,  Aough  now  enj<^*d 

Laborious,  till  day  droop.    While  here  we  dweU, 

What  can  be  toilsome  in  these  pleasant  walks  f 

Here  let  us  live,  though  in  fall'n  state,  content.   18t 

So  spake,  so  wish'd  much-humbled  Eve,  but  Fate 
Subscribed  not.    Nature  first  gave  signs,  impress'd 
On  bird,  beast,  air,  air  suddenly  eclipsed 
After  short  blush  of  mom.    Nigh  in  her  sight 
The  bird  of  Jove,  stoop'd  from  his  aery  tour,  185 

Two  birds  of  gayest  plume  before  him  drove. 
Down  from  a  hill  the  beast  that  reigns  in  woods, 
First  hunter  then,  pursued  a  gentle  brace. 
Goodliest  of  all  the  forest,  hart  and  hind : 
Direct  to  th'  eastern  gate  was  bent  their  flight.    190 
Adam  observed,  and  with  his  eye  the  chase 
Pursuing,  not  unmoved,  to  Eve  thus  spake  : 

O  Eve,  some  further  change  awaits  us  nigh. 
Which  Heav'n  by  these  mute  sigpus  in  nature  shews, 
Forerunners  of  his  purpose,  or  to  warn  IM 

Us  haply,  too  secure  of  our  discharge 
From  penalty,  because  from  death  released 
Some  days.    How  long,  and  what  till  then  our  life 
Who  knows,  or  more  than  this,  that  we  are  dust. 
And  thither  must  return,  and  be  no  moret  SOt 

Why  else  this  double  object  in  our  sight 
Of  flight  pursued  in  th'  air,  and  o'er  the  ground 
One  way  the  self-same  hour?    Why  in  the  east 
Darkness  ere  day's  mid-oourse,  and  morning  ligbC 
More  orient  in  yon  western  cloud,  that  draws      SOA 
Cer  the  blue  firmament  a  radiant  white, 

lis.  SmbicriUd  ii«r,  cooKiitsd  sot. 
M4.  See  Marino,  Cast  9.  it.  0". 
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And  daw  deseenda,with  sometliing  heaT  nly  fnungM  t 

H0  err'd  not ;  for  by  this  the  heav'nly  bandi 
Down  from  a  tky  of  jasper  lighted  now 
In  Paradise,  and  on  a  hill  made  halt,  fit 

A  gknions  apparition,  had  not  doubt 
And  carnal  fear  that  day  dimm'd  Adam's  eye. 
Not  that  more  glorioos,  when  the  Ang«ls  met 
Jacob  in  Mahanaim,  where  he  saw 
The  field  pavilion'd  with  his  guardians  bright ;     tlJ 
Nor  that  which  on  the  flaming  mount  appear'd 
In  Dothan,  cover'd  with  a  camp  of  fire, 
Airalnat  the  Syrian  king,  who,  to  surprise 
One  man,  assassin-like,  had  levied  war, 
War  nnproclaim'd.    The  princely  Hierarch  tM 

la  their  bright  stand  there  left  his  Pow'rs  to  seiae 
Pouession  of  the  garden :  he  alone. 
To  find  where  Adam  shelter'd,  took  his  way. 
Not  anperceived  of  Adam,  who  to  Eve, 
While  the  great  visitant  approach  'd,  thus  spake :    %Jtli 

Ere,  now  expect  great  tidings,  which  perhaps 
Of  OS  will  soon  determine,  or  impose 
New  laws  to  be  observed  ;  for  I  descry 
From  yonder  blazing  cloud  that  veils  the  hill. 
One  of  the  heav'nly  host,  and  by  his  gait  830 

None  of  the  meanest,  some  great  Potentate 
Or  of  the  Thrones  above,  such  majesty 
Invests  his  coming ;  yot  not  terrible. 
That  I  should  fear,  nor  sociably  mild, 
As  Raphael,  that  I  should  much  confide*  335 

But  solemn  and  sublime ;  whom  not  to'  ofTend, 
With  reverence  I  must  meet,  and  thou  retire. 

He  ended :  and  th'  Arch-Angel  soon  drew  nigh. 
Not  in  his  shape  celestial,  but  as  man 
Clad  to  meet  man.    Over  his  lucid  arms  Mt 

A  military  vest  of  purple  flow'd, 
Livelier  than  Meliboean,  or  the  grain 
Of  Sam,  worn  by  king^  and  heroes  old 
In  time  of  truce  ;  Iris  had  dipt  the  woof; 
His  starry  helm  xmbuckled,  shew'd  him  prime     MS 

913.  Oen.  xxxii.  I,  3.  3  Kingft  rl.  13. 
Stt.  The  nuDous  scarlet  dye  celebrated  amonr  the  ancfcnls  wai 
■Hfle  rrom  a  flab  called  0tt)rvmf  found  near  AlelilxEa,  a  dtj  of 
Tbn«lv.-;Air  vna  the  name  0/  the  Hah  of  wbirh  the  PboenidaM 
>  the  nmous  TTiiae  purple. 
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In  mutliood  where  ymxth  ended.    By  his  sUey 
As  in  a  glist'ring  zodiac,  hung  the  sword, 
Satan's  dire  dread,  and  in  his  hand  the  spean 
Adam  bow'd  low :  He,  kingly,  from  his  state 
Inclined  not,  but  his  coming  thus  deidared : 

Adam,  Heav'n's  high  behest  no  preface  needs  t 
Sufficient  that  thy  pray'rs  are  heard,  and  Death, 
Then  due  by  sentence  when  then  didst  transgreM, 
Defeated  of  his  seizure,  many  days 
Giy'n  thee  of  grace,  wherein  thou  may'st  repoit,  SS6 
And  one  bad  act,  with  many  deeds  well  done. 
May'st  cover :  well  may  then  thy  Lord,  appeased. 
Redeem  thee  quite  fzom  Death's  rapacious  daim ; 
But  longer  in  this  Paradise  to  dwell 
Permits  not.    To  remove  thee  I  am  come,  989 

And  send  thee  from  the  garden  forth  to  till 
The  ground,  whence  thou  wast  taken ;  fitter  aaSL 

He  added  not ;  for  Adam  at  the  news 
Heart-struck,  with  chilling  gripe  of  sorrow  stood. 
That  all  his  senses  bound.    Eve,  who  unseen        185 
Yet  all  had  heard,  with  audible  lament, 
Discover'd  soon  the  plaee  of  her  retire. 

O  unexpected  stroke,  worse  than  of  Dea&  1 
Must  I  thus  leave  thee.  Paradise  i  thus  leave 
Thee,  native  soil,  these  happy  walks  and  shades,    tn 
Fit  haunt  of  Gods  1  where  1  hsd  hope  to  spend. 
Quiet  though  sad,  the  respite  of  that  day 
That  must  be  mortal  to  us  both  1  O  flow'rs. 
That  never  will  in  other  climate  grow. 
My  early  visitation,  and  my  last  S7f 

At  e'en,  which  1  bred  up  with  tender  hand 
From  the  first  opening  bud,  and  gave  ye  names. 
Who  now  shall  rear  ye  to  the  sun,  or  rank 
Your  tribes,  and  water  from  th'  ambrosial  fount  t 
Thee  lastly,  nuptial  bower  by  me  adom'd  9M 

With  what  to  sight  or  smell  was  sweet,  from  thee 
How  shall  I  part,  and  whither  wander  down 

981.  The  leiieUtion  of  the  neMsiire  in  the  Miue  words  ir  wlritli 
It  was  flven  is  common  in  clatsicai  writers,  and,  it  may  be  atWcd, 
In  those  of  Scriptore  aim. 

SMS.  It  has  bt^n  excellently  remarked  by  Addison,  that  tiwra  m 
gre-at  beai:ty  in  Eve's  thus  tsxprfsiiior  her  sorrow  at  leavioy  ths 
nrden  of  Paradise.  Pitnen  and  aH  the  beauties  of  propriety  are 
indeed  to  be  foand  in  every  line  of  this  part  rf  tiir  poom. 
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Into  a  lower  world,  to  this  obicare 

And  wild  1  How  shall  we  breathe  in  oOier  a|r. 

Less  porey  aocustom'd  to  immortal  fruits  I 

Whom  thus  the  Angel  interrupted  mild : 
Lament  not,  Eto,  but  patiently  resign 
What  justly  thou  hsst  lost ;  no^-  set  thy  heart. 
Thus  orer-fond,  on  that  which  is  not  thine  ; 
Thy  going  is  not  lonely  ;  with  thee  goes 
Thy  husband  ;  him  to  follow  thou  art  bound. 
Where  he  abides,  think,  there  thy  native  soiL 

Adam  by  this  from  the  cold  sudden  damp 
Recor'ring,  and  his  scattered  spirits  retum'd. 
To  Michael  thus  his  humble  words  address'd :       29S 

Celestial,  whether  among  the  Thrones,  or  named 
Of  them  the  high'st,  for  such  of  shape  may  seem 
Prince  above  princes,  gently  bast  thou  told 
Thy  message,  which  might  else  in  telling  wound. 
And  in  performing  end  us.    What  besides  300 

,  Of  sorrow,  and  dejection,  and  despair, 
Our  frailty  can  sustain,  thy  tidings  bring. 
Departure  from  this  happy  place,  our  sweet 
Recess,  and  only  consolation  left 
Familiar  to  our  eyes,  all  places  else  895 

Inhospitable'  appear  and  desolate  ; 
Nor  knowing  us  nor  known :  and  if  by  prayer 
Incessant  I  could  hope  to  change  the  will 
Of  Him  who  all  things  can,  I  would  not  cease 
To  weary  him  with  my  assiduous  cries.  319 

But  prayer  against  his  absolute  decree 
No  more  avails  than  breath  against  the  wind. 
Blown  stifling  back  on  him  that  breathes  it  forth : 
Therefore  to  his  great  bidding  I  submit. 
This  most  afflicts  me,  that  departing  hence,  815 

As  from  his  face  I  shall  be  hid,  deprived 
His  blessed  count'nance.    Here  I  could  frequent 
With  worship  place  by  place  where  he  vouchsafed 
Presence  divine,  and  to  my  sons  relate. 
On  this  mount  he  appear'd ;  under  this  tree 
Stood  visible ;  among  these  pines  his  voice 
I  heard  ;  here  with  him  at  this  fountain  talk'd. 
So  many  grateful  altars  I  would  rear 
Of  grassy  turf,  and  pile  up  every  stona 
Of  lustre  from  the  brook,  in'  memorj 
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Or  numament  to  ages,  and  thereon 

Offer  sweetwsmelling  gnuns*  *'^^  froitt*  and  flow*n« 

In  irondier  nether  world,  where  shall  I  seek 

His  bright  appearances,  or  foot-step  trace  t 

For  though  I  fled  him  angry,  yet  recall'd 

To  life  prolonged  and  promised  race,  I  now 

Gladly  behold,  though  but  his  utmost  skirts 

Of  glory,  and  far  off  his  steps  adore. 

To  whom  thus  Michael,  with  regard  benigpi : 
Adam,  thou  know'st  Heav'n  his,  and  all  the  Earth, 
Not  this  rock  only'.    His  omnipresence  fills  338 

Land,  sea,  and  air,  and  every  kind  that  lives. 
Fomented  by  his  virtual  pow'r  and  warm'd. 
All  th'  earth  he  gave  thee  to  possess  and  role : 
No  despicable  g^ft :  surmise  not  then  340 

His  presence  to  these  narrow  bounds  confined 
Of  Paradise  or  Eden.    This  had  been 
Perhaps  thy  capital  seat,  from  whence  had  spread 
All  generations,  and  had  hither  come 
From  all  the  ends  of  th'  eartb,  to  celebrate  345 

And  rev'rence  thee,  their  great  progenitor. 
But  this  pre-eminence  thou'st  lost;  brought  down 
To  dwell  on  even  ground  now  with  thy  sons. 
Yet  doubt  not,  but  in  valley  and  in  plain 
God  is  as  here,  and  will  be  found  alike  330 

Present,  and  of  his  presence  many  a  sign 
Still  following  thee,  still  compassing  thee  round 
With  goodness  and  paternal  love,  his  face 
Express,  and  of  his  steps  the  track  divine  : 
Which,  that  thou  may'st  believe,  and  be  confirm'd 
Ere  thou  from  hence  depart,  know  I  am  sent 
To  shew  thee  what  shall  come  in  future  days 
To  thee  and  to  thy  offspring.    Good  with  bad 
Expect  to  hear,  supernal  grace  contending 
With  sinfulness  of  men ;  thereby  to  learn  i 

True  patience,  and  to  temper  joy  with  fear 
And  pious  sorrow,  equally  inured 
By  moderation  either  state  to  bear. 
Prosperous  or  adverse :  so  shall  thou  lead 
Safest  thy  life,  and,  best  prepared,  endure  t 

Thy  mortal  passage  when  it  comes.    Ascend 
This  hill.    Let  Eve  (for  I  have  drench'd  her  eyes; 

S39.  Exod.  xxxiii.  «9,  33. 
N 
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H«r«  deep  below,  wUle  fhoa  to  fiirealglrt  waMit 
Aa  enoe  tboa  deptst,  while  she  to  life  wu  Ibim'd. 

To  whom  thus  Adam  gratefnUy  reply'd :  IIQ 

Aaoaad  i  I  follow  thee,  uife  Guide,  the  path 
noa  lead'et  me',  and  to  the  hand  of  Uear'n  aahmit, 
HoweTer  thuBt^mug,  to  the  evU  turn 
My  obrioas  breast,  arming  to  overcome 
By  snffVing,  and  earn  rest  from  labour  won,        SfS 
If  so  I  may  attain.    So  both  ascend 
In  the  visions  of  God.    It  was  a  hill 
Of  Paradise  the  highest,  from  whose  top 
The  hemisphere  of  earth  in  clearest  ken 
Streteh'd  out  to  th'  amplest  reach  of  prospect  lay. 
Not  higher  that  hill  nor  wider,  looking  round,     381 
Whereon  for  diff 'rent  cause  the  Tempter  set 
Our  second  Adam  in  the  wilderness. 
To  shew  him  all  earth's  kingdoms  and  their  glory. 
His  eye  might  there  command  wherever  stood     38A 
City  of  old  or  modem  fame,  the  seat 
Of  mightiest  empire,  from  the  destined  walls 
Of  Cambalu,  seat  of  Cathaian  Can, 
And  Samarcand  by  Oxus,  Temir's  throne. 
To  Paquin  of  Sinaean  kings,  and  thence  SM 

To  Agra  and  Lahore  of  great  Mogul, 
Down  to  the  golden  Chersonese,  or  where 
The  Persian  in  Ecbatan  sat,  or  since 
In  Hispahan,  or  where  the  Russian*Czar 
In  Moscow,  or  the  Sultan  in  Bizance,  309 

TNirchestan-bom ;  nor  could  his  eye  not  ken 
Th'  empire  of  Negus  to  his  utmost  port 
Ercoco,  and  the  less  maritime  kings, 
Mombasa,  and  Quiloa,  and  Melind, 

381.  Matt  It.  8. 
307.  There  b  here  another  instance  of  Milton'*  tuppoced  alFeo. 
Iilton  of  levnlnf .  I  ilo  not  conceive  either  this,  or  anjr  of  the 
other  pMHges  mentioned,  to  be  so.  To  a  mere  curaorv  or  idle 
reader  it  may  wem  a  dry  freo^raphical  catalogue,  but  it  should 
be  obaenred,  that  the  countnrs  mentioned  recall  by  their  name* 
•oroe  ef  the  most  brilliant  pasMre*  of  history,  and  thus  flii  th« 
fwire  with  the  frf^ryeounness  and  mavnlflrence  of  olden  tradition. 
An  obtferv;itlon  hence  ocean,  which  must  at  oitce  strike  the 
reader,  that  fully  to  enioy  Miltou  in  all  his  excellences,  niicb 
various  knowledice  is  ncceawary.  The  simplest  account  we  could 
here  ^ve  of  the  several  countries  mentioned  in  these  lines  would 
occupy  ton  larqre  a  sjiace  for  the  sice  of  the  work,  and  would 
certainly  not  aid  the  reader  in  understandinf  better  ibaa  at  flrrt 
the  various  allusions  the  passage  preseuts. 
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Aad  Sofal'a,  thought  OpUr,  to  the  rmlm  401 

Of  Congo,  and  ^gola  farthest  south ; 

Or  thence  fr?vai  Niger  flood  to  Adas  momt. 

The  kingdoms  of  Aimansor,  Fex,  and  Sns, 

Morocco,  and  Algiers,  and  Tremisen; 

On  Europe  thence,  and  where  Rome  was  to  sway 

The  wq|id.    In  spirit  perhaps  he  also  saw  4M 

Rich  Mexico,  the  seat  of  Montezume, 

And  Cusco  in  Pern,  the  richer  seat 

Of  Atabalipa,  and  yet  unspoil'd 

Guiana,  whose  great  city  Geryon's  sona  41t 

Call  £]  Dorado :  but  to  nobler  sights 

Michael  from  Adam's  eyes  the  film  remored. 

Which  that  false  fruit,  that  promised  dearer  sight. 

Had  bred ;  then  jmrged  with  euphrasy  and  me 

The  visual  nerve,  for  he  had  much  to  see ;  41S 

And  from  the  well  of  life  three  drops  instill'd. 

So  deep  the  pow'r  of  these  ingtedients  pierced. 

E'en  to  the  inmost  seat  of  mental  sight. 

That  Adam,  now  enforced  to  close  his  eyes. 

Sunk  down,  and  all  his  spirits  became  entranced ; 

But  him  the  gentle  Ang^l  by  the  hand  4tl 

Soon  raised,  and  his  attention  thus  recall'd: 

Adam,  now  ope  thine  eyes,  and  first  behold 
Th'  effects  which  thy  original  crime  hath  wrought 
In  some  to  spring  from  thee,  who  never  touch'd  435 
Th'  excepted  tree,  nor  with  the  snake'conspired. 
Nor  siun'd  thy  sin ;  yet  from  that  sin  derive 
Corruption,  to  bring  forth  more  violent  deeds. 

His  eyes  he  open'd,  and  beheld  a  field. 
Part  arable  and  tilth,  whereon  were  sheares 
New  reap'd,  the  other  part  sheep-walks  and  folds ; 
I'  ih*  midst  an  altar  as  the  land-mark  stood. 
Rustic,  of  grassy  sord.    Thither  anon 
A  sweaty  reaper  from  his  tillage  brougrht 
First  fruits ;  the  gnreen  ear  and  the  yellow  sheaf, 
Uncttll'd,  as  came  to  hand.    A  shepherd  next. 
More  meek,  came  with  the  firstlings  of  his  flock 

41  i.  Eupkratv,  the  herb  called  in  EnrlMii  •y«-ftr^ik<.— JBm  k 
•till  reitaraed  as  poiMssingr  M>m«  remarkable  Tirtoes. 

410.  Dan.  X.  8.  the  idra  in  which  seems  to  be  copied  here. 

433.  9»rd  or  tward,    MUton  agnrces  with  the  beat  eommeDta. 
*««  to  the  illiaf  «p  of  this  passage,  which  is  principally 
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CflMlloMt  and  best ;  then  ■acrificing,  Md 
Tbe  Inwards  and  their  fat,  with  incense  strowMy 
On  the  cleft  wood,  and  all  due  rites  perfoim'd. 
His  off'ring  soon  propitious  fire  from  Ueay'n 
Consumed ;  with  nimble  glancS  and  grateful  steam; 
The  other's  not,  for  his  was  not  sincere ; 
Whereat  he  inly  raged,  and  as  they  talk'd, 
Smote  him  into  the  midriff  with  a  stone  4IS 

That  beat  our  life.    He  fell,  and,  deadly  pale, 
Oroan'd  out  his  soul  with  gushing  blood  effused. 
Much  at  that  sight  was  Adam  in  his  heart 
Dismay'd ;  and  thus  in  haste  to  th'  Angel  cry'd : 

O  Teacher,  some  great  mischief  hath  befall'n    4Sf 
To  that  meek  man,  who  well  had  sacrificed ! 
Is  piety  thus  and  pure  devotion  paid  7 

T'  whom  Michael  thus  (he  also  moved)  reply'd : 
These  two  are  brethren,  Adam,  and  to  come 
Out  of  thy  loins.    Th'  unjust  the  juiit  hath  slain,  403 
For  enyy  that  his  brother's  off 'ring  found 
From  Hear'n  acceptance :  but  the  bloody  fact 
Will  be  avenged,  and  th'  other's  faith  approve  \ 
Lose  no  reward,  though  here  thou  see  him  die. 
Rolling  in  dust  and  gore.    To  which  our  sire :      400 

Alas  I  both  for  the  deed  and  for  the  cause  I 
But  have  I  now  seen  Death  1    Is  this  the  way 
I  must  return  to  native  dust  ?    0  sight 
Of  terror,  foul,  and  ugly  to  behold !  , 

Horrid  to  think  1  how  horrible  to  feel !  481 

To  whom  thus  Michael :  Death  thou  hast  seen 
In  his  first  shape  on  Man :  but  many  shapes 
Of  Death,  and  many  are  the  ways  that  lead 
To  his  grim  cave,  all  dismal :  yet  to  sense 
More  terrible  at  th'  entrance  than  within.  47f 

Some,  as  thou  saw'st,  by  violent  stroke  shall  die* 
By  fire,  flood,  famine,  by  intemp'rance  more 
In  meats  and  drinks,  which  on  the  earth  shall  brinf 
Diseases  dire,  of  which  a  monstrous  crew 
Before  thee  shall  appear ;  that  thou  may'st  know 
What  misery  th'  inabstinence  of  Eve  47t 

Shall  bring  on  men.    Immediately  a  place 

458.  Heb.  zi.  4. 

tf7.  The  Invention  of  the  poet  U  flnelv  exercised  ia  the 

drcunwtances  of  Uiis  vUion* 
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Before  his  eyes  appear'd,  sad,  noisome,  dark, 
A  lazar-house  it  seem'd,  wherein  were  laid 
Numbers  of  all  diseased,  all  maladies  4M 

Of  ghastly  spasm  or  racking  torture,  qualnui 
Of  heart-Kick  agony,  all  fev'rous  kinds, 
Convulsions,  epilepsies,  fierce  catarrhSf 
Intestine  stone  and  ulcer,  colic  pangs, 
Demoniac  frenzy,  moping  melancholy,  4A5 

And  moon-struck  madness,  pining  atrophy. 
Marasmus,  and  wide-wasting  pestilence. 
Dropsies,  and  asthmas,  and  joint-racking  rheunu. 
Dire  was  the  tossing,  deep  the  groans ;  Despair 
Tended  the  sick,  busiest,  from  couch  to  couch ;     4fl0 
And  over  them  triumphant  Death  his  dart 
Shook,  but  delay'd  to  strike,  though  oft  invoked 
With  vows,  as  their  chief  good  and  final  hope. 
Sight  so  deform,  what  heart  of  rock  could  long 
Dry-eyed  behold!  Adam  could  not,  but  wept,       40A 
Though  not  of  woman  bom.    Compassion  quell'd 
His  best  of  man,  and  gave  him  up  to  tears 
A  space,  till  firmer  thoughts  restrain'd  excess ; 
And,  scarce  recov'ring  words,  his  plaint  reuew'd. 

O  miserable  mankind  I  to  what  fall  500 

Degraded !  to  what  wretched  state  reserved  I 
Better  end  here  unborn.    Why  is  life  given 
To  be  thus  wrested  from  us  ?    Rather,  why 
Obtruded  on  us  thus  1  who  if  we  knew 
What  we  receive,  would  either  not  accept  505 

Life  offer'd,  or  soon  beg  to  lay  it  down. 
Glad  to  be  so  dismiss'd  in  peace.    Can  thus 
The  image  of  God,  in  man  created  once 
So  goodly  and  erect,  though  faulty  since. 
To  such  unsightly  suiT'rings  be  debased  510 

Under  inhuman  pains  1    Why  should  not  man, 
Retaining  still  divine  similitude 
In  part,  from  such  deformities  be  free. 
And  for  his  Maker's  image  sake  exempt  1 

Their  Maker's  image,  answer'd  Michael,  then  ilS 
Forsook  them  when  themselves  they'vilify'd 
To  serve  ungovern'd  appetite,  and  took 

•17.  There  it  a  considerable  error,  I  imtirine,  in  the  Idea*  thw 
pan  into  the  month  of  MiAhael.  By  supposing  Eve  cwayed,  as 
in*  add,  by  •  tmtUk  viee,  the  eouMqaeneeB  of  the  (Ul  and  dM 
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His  image  whom  they  seired  (a  bratbh  rim) 
Indactive  mainly  to  the  sin  of  Eve. 
Therefore,  so  abject  is  their  punishment,  tM 

IMsfii^aring'  not  God's  likeness,  but  their  ofwn. 
Or,  if  his  likeness,  by  themselves  defaced. 
While  they  pervert  pore  Nature's  healthful  ndea 
To  loathsome  sickness,  worthily,  since  they 
God's  imi^e  did  not  rev'rence  in  themselvea.       811 

I  3rield  it  just,  said  Adam,  and  submit. 
But  is  there  yet  no  other  way,  besides 
These  painful  passages,  how  we  may  come 
To  death,  and  ntix  with  our  connatural  dust  t 

There  is,  said  Michael,  if  thou  well  observe       531 
The  rule  of  not  too  much,  by  Temp'rance  taught. 
In  what  thou  eat'st  and  drink 'st,  seeking  from  thenoe 
Due  aoiirishment,  not  gluttonous  delight. 
Till  many  years  over  thy  head  return  : 
So  may'st  Uiou  live  till,  like  ripe  fruit,  thou  drop  53S 
Into  thy  mother's  lap,  or  be  with  ease 
Gather'd,  not  harshly  pluck'd,  for  death  mature. 
This  is  old  age  ;  but  then  thou  must  outlive 
Thy  youth,thy  strength,  thy  beauty,  which  will  change 
To  wither'd,  weaki  and  grey.    Thy  senses  then    MO 
Obtuse,  all  taste  of  pleasure  must  forego. 
To  what  thou  hast ;  and  for  the  air  of  youth. 
Hopeful  and  cheerful,  in  thy  blood  will  reig^ 
A  melancholy  damp  of  cold  and  dry. 
To  weigh  thy  spirits  down,  and  last  consume        M9 
The  balm  of  life.    To  whom  our  ancestor : 

Henceforth  I  fly  not  death,  nor  would  prolong 
Life  much,  bent  rather  how  I  may  be  quit. 
Fairest  and  easiest,  of  this  cumb'rons  charge. 
Which  I  must  keep  till  my  appointed  day  5M 

Of  rend'ring  up,  and  patiently  attend 
My  dissolution.    Michael  replied : 


corruption  which  it  produced  are  anticipated.  There  is  not  ■ufli' 
cieut  authority  in  Scripture  for  this  strong  introductioa  of  low 
sensual  feeling,  as  the  whole  passase  in  which  the  fall  is  lelated 
turns  upon  the  strong  desire  felt  ln>~Efe  to  become  as  (he  {rods, 
accompliithed  in  the  l(nowled|tc  of  good  and  evil.  I  aii  a  tittle 
surprised  Milton's  coninicntators  have  not  remariced  this.— See 
Gen.  lii.  8,  8. 

Wa.  In  the  frst  edition  it  was,  O/rendermg  up,  Michael  to  kvm 
99ftMU 
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Nor  love  thy  life,  nor  hate ;  but  what  thoa  lir*! 
Live  well ;  how  long  or  short  permit  to  Hear'n. 
And  now  prepare  thee  for  another  sight. 

He  look'd,  and  saw  a  spacious  plain,  whereon 
Were  tents  of  various  hue :  by  some  were  herds 
Of  cattle  grazing ;  others,  whence  the  sound 
Of  instruments  that  made  melodious  chime 
Was  heard,  of  harp  and  organ,  and  who  moved    560 
Their  stops  and  chords,  was  seen.    His  volant  touch 
Instinct,  through  all  proportions  low  and  high« 
Fled  and  pursued  transverse  the  resonant  fug^e. 
In  other  part  stood  one  who,  at  the  forge 
Labouring,  two  massy  clods  of  iron  and  brass        509 
Had  melted  (whether  found  where  casual  fire 
Had  wasted  woods  on  mountain  or  in  vale, 
Down  to  the  veins  of  earth,  thence  gliding  hot 
To  some  cave's  mouth,  or  whether  wash'd  by  stream 
From  under  ground) :  the  liquid  ore  he  drain'd    570 
Into  fit  moulds  prepared ;  from  which  he  furm'd 
First  his  own  tools ;  then,  what  might  else  be  wrought 
Fnsile,  or  grav'n  in  metal.    After  these. 
But  on  the  hither  side,  a  different  sort 
From  the  high  neighb'ring  hills,  which  was  their  seat* 
Down  to  the  plain  descended.     By  their  guise,     570 
Just  men  they  seem'd,  and  all  their  study  bent 
To  worship  God  aright,  and  know  his  works 
Not  hid,  nor  those  things  last  which  might  preserve 
Freedom  and  peace  to  men.    They  on  the  plain   580 
Long  had  not  walk'd,  when  from  the  tents,  beh(dd, 
A  bevy  of  fair  women,  richly  gay 
In  gems  and  wanton  dress.    To  th'  harp  they  sung 
Soft  amorous  ditties,  and  in  dance  came  on. 
The  men,  tho'  grrave*  eyed  them,  and  let  their  eyes  586 
Rove  without  rein,  till  in  the  amorous  net 
Fast  caught,  they  liked,  and  each  his  liking  chose : 

557.  Gen.  iv.  20—22. 

573.  Futil,  cast  in  moulds.    The  account  of  the  descendants  «f 

Seth  is  partly  derived  from  Scripture,  and  partly  from  other 

sources. 

58S.  In  allusion  to  the  union  mentioned  in  Scripture,  which  tlfe 

of  God,  or  the  dem^endants  of  his  true  worshippers,  formed 


with  die  daughters  of  Cain's  posterity.  Sue  Gen.  vi.  I,  2.  Thai 
(he  tons  of  God  meant  celestial  beines,  an  idea  once  supported 
by  some  divines,  and  that  on  which  Mr.  Moore  has  founded  Mi 
iwem  of  the  Ijtvtt  t/the  Angels,  has  been  loag  ago  an  exploded 
Mipposltlon. 
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And  now  of  Im«  they  treat,  till  tb'  erring  ttar. 
Love's  harbinger,  appear'd ;  then  all  in  heat 
They  light  the  nuptial  torch,  and  bid  invoke 
Hymen,  then  first  to  marriage  rites  invoked. 
With  feast  and  music  all  the  tents  resound. 
Such  happy  interview  and  fair  event 
Of  love  and  youth  not  lost,  songs,  garlands,  flow*rt, 
And  charming  symphonies,  attach'd  the  heart      99S 
Of  Adam,  soon  inclined  f  admit  delight. 
The  bent  of  nature ;  which  he  thus  expressed : 

True  opener  of  mine  eyes,  prime  Angel  blest. 
Much  better  seems  this  vision,  and  more  hope 
Of  peaceful  days  portends,  than  those  two  past :  600 
Those  were  of  hate  and  death,  or  pain  much  worse  ; 
Here  Nature  seems  fulfill'd  in  all  her  ends. 

To  whom  thus  Michael :  Judge  not  what  is  best 
By  pleasure,  though  to  nature  seeming  meet. 
Created,  as  thou  art,  to  nobler  end,  605 

Holy  and  pure,  conformity  divine. 
Those  tents  thou  saw'st  so  pleasant,  were  the  tents 
Of  wickedness,  wherein  shall  dwell  his  race 
Who  slew  his  brother.    Studious  they  appear 
Of  arts  that  polish  life,  inventors  rare,  610 

Unmindful  of  their  Maker,  though  his  Spirit 
Taught  them  ;  but  they  his  gifts  acknowledged  none : 
Yet  they  a  beauteous  offspring  shall  beget ; 
For  that  fair  female  troop  thou  saw'st,  that  seem'd 
Of  Goddesses,  so  blithe,  so  smooth,  so  gay,  615 

Yet  empty  of  all  good,  wherein  consists 
Woman's  domestic  honour  and  chief  praise ; 
Bred  only  and  completed  to  the  taste 
Of  lustful  appetence,  to  sing,  to  dance. 
To  dress,  and  troll  the  tongrue,  and  roll  thCi^ye.    620 
To  these  that  sober  race  of  men,  whose  lives 
Religious,  titled  them  the  sons  of  God, 
Shall  yield  up  all  their  virtue,  all  their  fame* 
Ignobly,  to  the  trains  and  to  the  smiles 
Of  these  fair  atheists,  and  now  swim  in  joy,         GSi 
Ere  long  to  swim  at  lai^e ;  and  laugh,  for  which 
The  world  ere  long  a  world  of  tears  must  weep. 

To  whom  thus  Adam  fof  short  joy  bereft)  : 
O  pity'  and  shame,  that  they  who  to  live  well 
614.  For  that ;  As  for  that. 
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Bnter'd  so  fair,  sbonld  tarn  aside  to  tread  830 

Paths  indirect,  or  in  the  mid-way  faint  I 
But  stiJl  I  see  the  tenor  of  Man's  woe 
Holds  on  the  same,  from  Woman  to  begin. 

From  Man's  effeminate  slackness  it  begins. 
Said  th'  Angel,  who  should  better  hold  his  place  035 
By  wisdom,  and  superior  gifts  received. 
But  now  prepare  thee  for  another  scene. 

He  look'd,  and  saw  wide  territory  spread 
Before  him ;  towns  and  rural  works  between. 
Cities  of  men,  with  lofty  gates  and  tow'rs,  640 

Concourse  in  arms,  fierce  faces  threat'ning  war. 
Giants  of  mighty  bone,  and  bold  emprise : 
Part  wield  their  arms,  part  curb  the  foaming  steed. 
Single  or  in  array  of  battle  ranged 
Both  horse  and  foot ;  nor  idly  must'ring  stood.      6M 
One  way  a  band  select,  from  forage  drives 
A  herd  of  beeves,  fair  oxen  and  fair  kine. 
From  a  fat  meadow-ground ;  or  fleecy  flock, 
Ewes  and  their  bleating  lambs  over  the  plain, 
Their  booty.    Scarce  with  life  the  shepherds  fly,  650 
But  call  in  aid ;  which  makes  a  bloody  fray. 
With  cruel  tournament  the  squadrons  join : 
Where  cattle  pastured  late,  now  scattered  lies 
With  carcases  and  arms  th'  insanguined  field 
Deserted.    Others,  to  a  city  strong  685 

Lay  siege,  encamp'd  ;  by  battery,  scale,  and  mine. 
Assaulting :  others,  from  the  wall,  defend 
With  dart  and  javelin,  stones  and  sulph'roos  fire : 
On  each  hand  slaughter  and  gigantic  deeds. 
In  other  part  the  scepter'd  heralds  call  060 

To  council  in  the  city  gates.    Anon 
Grey-headed  men  and  grrave,  with  warriors  mix'd. 
Assemble,  and  harangues  are  heard ;  but  soon 
In  factiotis  opposition,  till  at  last 
Of  middle  age  one  rising,  eminent  665 

645.  Nor  idly  mustering  stood:  diere  ia  toppoiied  to  be  tn  tl- 
halon  here,  and  in  one  or  two  other  similar  lines,  to  the  titintioa 
•f  the  English  army  at  the  time  Milton  was  writinr. 

600.  There  are  aeveral  Imitations  of  Homer  in  thJs  description. 
Iliad,  ZTlU. 

661.  The  Jodges  are  described  in  Scripture  as  sitting  io  tite  gU» 
9t  the  citiea.   Oca.  xxxIt.  90.  Zech.  viii.  16,  &c. 

66S.  0/ middle  age^  as  the  years  of  life  were  then  aombewdi 
Snoch  was  366  yean  old  when  translated,  Gen.  v.  ss. 
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In  -iriM  dqport,  spake  much  of  riglit  and  wiong^ 

Of  Jnstice,  of  religion,  truth,  and  peace* 

And  Judgment  from  above.    Il^m  old  and  youn^ 

Exploded,  and  had  aeized  with  violent  hands. 

Had  not  a  cloud  descending  snatch'd  him  thencot 

Unseen  amid  the  throng  :  so  violence 

Proceeded,  and  oppression,  and  sword-law 

Through  all  the  plain ;  and  refuge  none  was  found 

Adam  was  all  in  tears,  and  to  his  Guide 

Lamenting,  tum'd  full  sad  :  O  what  are  these  t   679 

Death's  ministers,  not  men,  who  thus  deal  death 

Inhumanly  to  men,  and  multiply 

Ten  thousand  fold  the  sin  of  him  who  slew 

His  brother  1  for  of  whom  such  massacre 

Make  they  but  of  their  brethren,  men  of  men  I      6M 

But  who  was  that  just  man,  whom  had  not  Heav'n 

Rescued,  had  in  his  righteousness  been  lost  ? 

To  whom  thus  Michael :  These  are  the  product 
Of  those  ill-mated  marriages  thou  saw'st ;  8M 

Where  good  with  bad  were  match'd,who  of  themselves 
Abhor  to  join,  and  by  imprudence  mix'd. 
Produce  prodigious  births  of  body'  or  mind. 
Such  were  these  giants,  men  of  high  renown ; 
For  in  those  days  might  only  shall  be'  admired. 
And  valour  and  heroic  virtue  call'd. 
To  overcome  in  battle  and  subdue 
Nations,  and  bring  home  spoils  with  infinite 
Man-slaughter,  shall  be  held  the  highest  pitch 
Of  human  glory,  and  for  glory  done 
Of  triumph,  to  be  styled  great  conquerors. 
Patrons  of  mankind,  Crods,  and  sons  of  Gods  : 
Destroyers  rightlier  call'd,  and  plagues  of  men* 
Thus  fame  shall  be  achieved,  renown  on  earth. 
And  what  most  merits  fame  in  silence  hid. 
But  he  the  seventh  from  thee,  whom  thou  beheld'st 
The  only  righteous  in  a  world  perverse,  701 

And  therefore  hated,  therefore  so  beset 
With  foes  for  daring  single  to  be  just, 

688.  Gen.  vi.  4.    It  1«  Bnppomd  bj  some  Interpreten  Oat  fhs 

Santo  were  so  called  from  their  tyraonj  and  power  rather  tbar 
eir  extraordinary  balk.  The  common  idea,  howerer,  seeais  thf 
■Mre  correct,  as  it  is  supported  by  an  immense  mass  of  '  " 
UoBsryeTldence. 

TOO.  Jade  U. 
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And  Qttar  odiou  trnth,  titiat  God  -would  oohm 
To  judge  tkem  with  his  saints ;  him  the  Mo«C  High 
Rapt  in  a  balmy  cloud  with  winged  steeds,  roi 

Did,  as  thou  saw'st,  receive  to  walk  with  God, 
High  in  salvation  and  the  climes  of  bliss, 
Exempt  from  death  ;  to  shew  thee  what  reward 
A  vaits  the  good,  the  rest  what  punishment :         7lr 
Which  now  direct  thine  eyes,  and  soon  behold. 

He  look'd  and  saw  the  fade  of  tiungs  quite  changed. 
The  brazen  throat  of  war  had  ceased  to  roar: 
All  now  was  tum'd  to  jollity  and  game. 
To  luxury  and  riot,  feast  and  dance,  715 

Marrying  or  prostituting,  as  befel. 
Rape  or  adultery,  where  passing  fair 
Allured  them  :  thence  from  cups  to  civil  broils. 
At  length  a  rev'rend  sire  among  them  came. 
And  of  their  doings  great  diidike  declared,  flC 

And  testified  against  their  ways.    He  oft 
Frequented  their  assemblies,  whereso  met, 
Triumphs  or  festivals,  and  to  them  preach'd 
Conversion  and  repentance,  as  to  souls 
In  prison  under  judgments  imminent :  719 

But  all  in  vain :  which  when  he  saw,  he  ceased 
Contending,  and  removed  his  tents  far  off. 
Then  from  the  mountain,  hewing  timber  tall. 
Began  to  build  a  vessel  of  huge  bulk. 
Measured  by  cubit,  length,  and  breadth,  and  highth, 
Smear'd  round  with  pitch,  and  in  the  side  a  door  7SI 
Contrived ;  and  of  provisions  laid  in  large 
For  man  and  beast ;  when  lo,  a  wonder  strange  I 
Of  every  beast,  and  bird,  and  insect  small. 
Came  sevens  and  pairs,  and  enter'd  in  as  taught  71$ 
Their  order.    Last,  the  aire  and  his  three  sons 
With  their  four  wives ;  and  God  made  fast  the  door. 
Meanwhile  the  south  wind  rose,  and  with  Uaek 


TSS.  t  Pet  M.  S.   JsMpbas  is  MUten'ttuthoHty  for  whatli  i 

fespectlnir  NotH*t  canduct  when  he  foniMl  hit  preachlnf  nAu ;  sr 

It  mlirht  be  takea,  powiMf,  from  our  Savlour^t  direcooos  to  Iks 

dbetfles  to  ice  from  the  cities  which  refuaed  to  bear  T 

735.  Ocn.  Til.  S,  te. 

7M.  0«ld,  Met.  I.    The  cempariMn  which  hat 
beftwaea  Um  detcrlptioM  which  the  two  poets  have  gltaa  of  tha 
4ela|re  It  Mfhljr  iateretdnr,  and  the  claaaical  reader  will  ''da 

"^Htt  pleamrala  mUaffttftr  hiBMel/ta  *'    — ' 

it  I 
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Wide  hoT*iin(?,  all  the  clouds  together  dxorv 

From  under  Hearen ;  the  hills  to  their  anpply      fM 

Yaponr,  and  exhalation  dusk  and  moist. 

Sent  up  amain.    And  now  the  thicken'd  sky 

Like  a  dark  ceiling  stood ;  down  rosh'd  the  rain 

ImpetuooSy  and  continued  till  the  earth 

No  more  was  seen.    The  floating  vessel  swum      74S 

Uplifted,  and  secare  with  beaked  prow. 

Rode  tilting  o'er  the  waves  :  all  dwellings  else 

Flood  overwhelm'd,  and  them  with  all  their  pomp 

Deep  under  water  rott'd  ;  sea  cover'd  sea, 

Sea  without  shore  :  aud  in  their  palaces,  799 

Where  luxury  late  reign'd,  sea  monsters  whelp'd 

And  stabled.    Of  mankind,  so  numerous  late. 

All  left,  in  one  small  bottom  swum  imbark'd. 

How  didst  thou  griere  then,  Adam,  to  behold 

The  end  of  all  thy  offspring',  end  so  sad,  7  59 

Depopulation  !  Thee  another  flood. 

Of  tears  aud  sorrow'  a  flood,  thee  also  drown'd. 

And  sunk  thee  as  thy  sons  ;  till  frently  rear'd 

By  th'  Angel,  on  thy  feet  thou  stood'st  at  last. 

Though  comfortless,  as  when  a  father  mourns       760 

His  children,  all  in  view  dcstroy'd  at  once  : 

And  scarce  to  th'  Angel  utter'dst  thus  thy  plaint : 

O  visions  ill  foreseen  !     Better  had  I 
Lived  ignorant  of  future,  so  had  borne 
My  part  of  evil  only,  each  day's  lot  70ff 

Enough  to  bear !  those  now,  that  were  dispensed 
The  burden  of  many  ages,  on  me  light 
At  once,  by  my  foreknowledge  gaining  birth 
Abortive,  to  torment  me  ere  their  being, 
With  thought  that  they  must  be  I  Let  no  man  seek 
Henceforth  to  be  foretold  what  shall  befal  771 

Him  or  his  children  :  evil  he  may  be  sure. 
Which  neither  his  foreknowing  can  prevent, 
And  he  the  future  evil  shall  no  less 
In  apprehension  than  in  substance  feel  779 

Grievous  to  bear.    But  that  care  now  is  past, 
Man'  is  not  whom  to  warn :  those  few  escaped. 
Famine  and  anguish  will  at  last  consume, 
Wand'ring  that  watery  desert.    I  had  hope 
When  violence  was  ceased,  and  war  on  earth,     78t 
All  would  have  then  gone  weJ'  *  peace  would  have 
crown'd 
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With  length  of  happy  days  the  race  of  man ; 
Bnt  I  wan  far  deceired :  for  now  I  see 
Peace  to  oormpt  no  less  than  war  to  waste. 
How  comes  it  thus  ?  Unfold,  celestial  guide ;        7M 
Ana  whether  here  the  race  of  man  will  end  f 

T*  whom  thus  Michael :   Those  whom  last  thoa 
In  triumph  and  luxurious  wealth,  are  they    [saVst 
First  seen  in  acts  of  prowess  eminent 
And  gpreat  exploits,  but  of  true  rirtne  void  ;  790 

Who,  having  spilt  much  blood,  and  done  much  waste. 
Subduing  nations,  and  achieved  thereby 
Fame  in  the  world,  high  titles,  and  rich  prey, 
Shall  change  their  course  to  pleasure,  ease,  and  sloth, 
Surfeit,  and  lust,  till  wantonness  and  pride  7M 

Raise  out  of  friendship  hostile  deeds  in  peace. 
The  conquer'd  also,  and  enslaved  by  war, 
Shall,  with  their  freedom  lost,  all  virtue  lose 
And  fear  of  God,  from  whom  their  piety  feign'd 
In  sharp  cont6st  of  battle,  found  no  aid  800 

Against  invaders  ;  therefore  cool'd  in  zeal, 
Thenceforth  shall  practise  how  to  live  secure, 
Worldly  or  dissolute,  on  what  their  lords 
Shall  leave  them  to  enjoy  :  for  th'  earth  shall  bear 
More  than  enough,  that  temperance  may  be  try'd : 
So  all  shall  turn  degenerate,  all  depraved,  800 

Justice  and  temperance,  truth  and  faith  forgot ; 
One  man  except,  the  only  son  of  light 
In  a  dark  age,  against  example  good. 
Against  allurement,  custom,  and  a^ world  810 

Offended ;  fearless  of  reproach  and  scorn, 
Or  violence,  he  of  their  wicked  ways 
Shall  them  admonish,  and  before  them  set 
The  paths  of  righteousness,  how  much  more  safe. 
And  full  of  peace,  denouncing  verath  to  come        818 
On  their  impenitence ;  and  shall  return 
Of  them  derided,  but  of  God  observed 
The  one  just  man  alive.    By  his  command 
Shall  build  a  wondrous  ark,  as  thou  beheld'ft 
To  save  himself  and  household  from  amidst 
A  world  devote  to  universal  wrack. 
No  sooner  he  with  them  of  man  and  beast 
iel«ct  for  life  shall  in  the  ark  be  lodged, 
m.  Demtte,  for  deaotod. 
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And  ahelter'd  roimd,  but  all  fhe  cataracte 

Of  HeaT'n,  aet  open  an  the  earth,  ahall  po«r       Ml 

Rain  day  uid  night;  all  foontaina  of  the  deef 

Broke  up,  ahall  heare  the  ocean,  to  uaurp 

Beyond  all  bonnda,  till  inundation  rise 

Above  the  highest  hills :  then  shall  this  mount 

Of  Paradise,  by  might  of  wares,  be  moved  Ml 

Oat  of  his  place,  push'd  by  the  homed  flood. 

With  all  his  verdure  spoil'd,  and  trees  adrift* 

Down  the  g^reat  river  to  the  opening  gulf. 

And  there  take  root  an  island  salt  and  bare. 

The  haunt  of  seals,  and  ores,  and  sea-mews  clang. 

To  teach  thee  that  God  attributes  to  place  831 

No  sanctity,  if  none  be  thither  brought 

By  men  who  there  ft>equent,  or  therein  dwell. 

And  now  what  farther  shall  ensue,  behold. 

He  look'd,  and  saw  the  ark  hull  on  the  flood,    849 
Which  now  abated;  for  the  clouds  were  fled. 
Driven  by  a  keen  north-wind,  that  blowing  dry. 
Wrinkled  the  face  of  deluge,  as  decay'd ; 
And  the  clear  sun  on  his  wide  watery  glass 
Gazed  hot,  and  of  the  fresh  wavd  largely  drew,   841 
As  after  thirst ;  which  made  their  flowing  shrink 
From  standing  lake  to  tripping  ebb,  that  stole 
With  soft  foot  towards  the  Deep,  who  now  had  stopt 
His  sluices,  as  the  Heav'n  his  windows  shut.        84<) 
The  ark  no  more  now  floats,  but  seems  on  ground. 
Fast  on  the  top  of  some  high  mountain  fix'd. 
And  now  the  tops  of  hills  as  rocks  appear  : 
With  clamour  thence  the  rapid  currents  drive 
Toivards  the  retreating  sea  their  furious  tide. 
Forthwith  from  out  the  ark  a  raven  flies,  8SS 

And  after  him,  the  surer  messenger, 
A  dove,  s<>nt  forth  once  and  again  to  spy 
Green  tree  or  ground  whereon  his  foot  may  light. 
The  aoiTi  jid  time  returning,  in  his  bill 

894.  G«n.  Til.  11. 
tS9.  Paradise,  it  is  supposed,  was  destroyed  by  the  delufe. 
•31.  Homed f  thMt  is,  curved  as  rivers  sometimes  are  when  op* 
posed  in  their  current.— Euphrates,  which  flowed  throorh  Eilea, 
Is  called  in  Scripture  the  gi-eat  river  ;  it  emptied  ilselTuito  tke 
Peninn  Gulf.  835.  Orc$t  a  land  of  sea  monster. 

640.  Hullf  floating  like  a  hulk,  without  sails  or  rudder. 
•4t.  Nortk-teindf  the  Scripture  does  not  mention  any  pvticvlaf 
vind.  848.  Gen.  viil.  t,  See, 
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An  olire  leaf  he  tniag^ ;  pacific  sign.  MO 

Anon  dry  gfoond  appears  §  and  from  his  axl: 
Tbe  ancient  sire  descends  with  all  his  train  : 
Then,  with  uplifted  hands  and  eyes  deroat. 
Grateful  to  Heay'n,  over  his  head  beholds 
A  dewy  dood,  and  in  the  cload  a  bow  8<M 

Oonspicuons,  with  three  listed  coloors  gay. 
Betokening  peace  from  God,  and  covenant  naw. 
Whereat  the  heart  of  Adam,  erst  so  sad. 
Greatly  rejoiced,  and  thus  his  joy  broke  farttk : 

O  thou,  who  future  things  can'st  represent       STl 
As  present,  hear'nly  Instructor,  I  rerive 
At  this  last  sight ;  assured  that  man  shall  lire 
With  all  the  creatures,  and  their  seed  preserre. 
Far  less  I  now  lament  for  one  whole  world 
Of  wicked  sons  destroy'd,  than  I  rejoice  879 

For  one  man  found  so  perfect  and  so  just. 
That  God  Touchsafes  to  raise  another  worid 
From  him,  and  all  his  anger  to  forget. 
But  say,  what  mean  those  colour'd  streaks  in  HeaT*n 
Distended  as  the  brow  of  God  appeased,  880 

Or  serve  they  as  a  flow'ry  verge  to  bind 
The  fluid  skirts  of  that  same  watery  cloud. 
Lest  it  again  dissolve  and  shower  the  earth  ? 

To  whom  th'  Arch-Angel :  Dext'rously  thou  aim'sC ; 
So  willingly  doth  God  remit  his  ire,  88S 

Though  late  repenting  him  of  man  depraved. 
Grieved  at  his  heart,  when  looking  down  he  saw 
The  whole  earth  fiU'd  with  violence,  and  all  flesh 
Corrupting  each  their  way ;  yet  those  removed. 
Such  grace  shall  one  just  man  find  in  his  sight. 
That  he  relents,  not  to  blot  out  mankind. 
And  makes  a  covenant  never  to  destroy 
The  earth  again  by  flood,  nor  let  the  sea 
Surpass  his  bounds,  nor  rain  to  drown  the  world 
With  man  therein  or  beast ;  but  when  he  brings 
Over  the  earth  a  cloud,  will  therein  set 

MO.  Itatybe  obMnred  that  the  oUtc  Is  nude freqoeat ihendea 
sf  in  Solptare,  ami  appean  to  have  had  a  sort  or  Hcred  dtt* 
faeier  asMOff  moat  of  the  andent  nattona.  Mif ht  If  not  aoqatre 
tUs  kf  toi  bavloff  been  Uia»  appointed  by  God  as  a  aign  of  psace 
bsCireea  him  and  his  ereatarea  1 

HI.  Tknt  liaUd  eohmn,  the  three  prindpsl  ones  sra 
•IMedto. 
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Hii  tripSle'Ooloiir'd  bow,  whereon  to  look. 
And  call  to  mind  his  covenant.    Day  and  night* 
Seed-time  and  barrest,  beat  and  hoary  frost. 
Shall  hold  their  course,  till  fire  purge  all  things  new 
Both  Heay'n  and  Earth,  wherein  the  just  shall  dwell 


BOOK  XII. 
THE  ARGUMENT. 

The  Angel  Michael  continueg,  from  the  flood,  to  relate  wfail 
■hajl  succeed  :  then.  In  the  mention  of  Abraham,  comes  by  de- 
grees to  expldn  who  that  Seed  of  the  Woman  shall  be,  whicli 
was  promised  Adam  and  Etc  in  the  fall :  his  incarnation,  death, 
resurrection,  and  ascension  ;  the  state  or  the  church  till  his  se- 
cond coming.  Adam,  greatly  satisfied  and  recomforted  by  these 
relations  and  promises,  descends  the  hill  with  Michael :  waken* 
Eve,  who  all  this  while  had  slept,  but  with  gentle  dreams  com- 
posed to  quietness  of  mind  and  buhmission.  Michael  in  either 
hand  leads  them  out  of  Paradise,  the  fiery  sword  waving  behind 
them,  and  the  Cherub'-m  taking  tlieir  stations  to  guard  the  place. 

As  one  who  in  his  journey  hates  at  noon. 

Though  bent  on  speed,  so  here  th'  Arch- Angel  paused 

Betwixt  the  world  destroy'd  and  world  restored, 

If  Adam  aught  perhaps  might  interpose  ; 

Then  with  transition  sweet  new  speech  resumes.     5 

Thus  thou  hast  se6n  one  world  begin  and  end  ; 
And  man,  as  from  a  second  stock,  proceed. 
Much  thou  hast  yet  to  see,  but  I  perceire 
Thy  mortal  sight  to  fail ;  objects  divine 
Must  needs  impair  and  weary  human  sense :  It 

Henceforth  what  is  to  come  I  will  relate. 
Thou  therefore  giro  due  audience,  and  attend. 
This  second  source  of  men,  while  yet  but  few. 
And  while  the  dread  of  judgment  past  remains 
Fresh  in  their  minds,  fearing  the  Deity,  15 

I.  Tills  book  was  united  to  tlie  former  in  the  first  edition,  and 
on  its  being  separated  the  first  five  lines  were  added  to  foroi  ito 
commencement. 

II.  Addison  regrets  that  the  poet  did  not  continue  the  rUoa 
Instead  of  reverting  to  the  narrative  form— Milton,  however,  ap- 
pears to  me  to  have  been  right  in  the  plan  he  has  punned.  It 
woald.  In  the  first  place,  have  been  unnatural  to  keep  Adam 
longer  in  a  state  of  ecstsUy  or  trance ;  and  n%xt  and  principally^ 
the  action  of  the  poem  would  have  been  entirely  stopped  too  long, 
aad  the  vision  continued.  By  bringing  the  angel  forward  as  speak- 
ing and  conversing  with  Adam,  the  plot,  though  not  lealiy  for 
wuded,  has  the  appearance  of  going  on 
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With  some  regard  to  what  is  just  and  nght 

Shall  lead  their  liv^es,  and  multiply  apace* 

Labouring  the  soU,  and  reaping  plenteous  crop» 

Com,  wine,  and  oil :  and  fnim  the  herd  or  flock. 

Oft  sacrificing  bullock,  lamb,  or  kid,  St 

With  large  wine-off'rings  pour'd,  and  sacred  feast. 

Shall  spend  their  days  in  joy  nnblamed,  and  dwell 

Long  time  in  peace,  by  families  and  tribes. 

Under  paternal  rule,  till  one  shall  rise. 

Of  pr>ud  ambitious  heart ;  who  not  content  25 

With  fair  equality,  fraternal  state. 

Will  arrogate  dominion  undeserved 

Ov^er  his  brethren,  and  quite  dispossess 

Concord  and  law  of  nature  from  the  earth, 

Hunting  (and  men  not  beasts  shall  be  his  gfame)  M 

With  war  and  hostile  snare  such  as  refuse 

Sulgection  to  his  empire  tyrannous : 

A  mighty  hunter  thence  he  shall  be  styled 

Before  the  Lord,  as  in  despite  of  Heav'n, 

Or  from  Heav'n  claiming  second  so'v'reignty ;         35 

And  from  rebellion  shall  derive  his  name. 

Though  of  rebellion  others  he  accuse. 

He  with  a  crew,  whom  like  ambition  joins 

With  him  or  under  bim  to  tyrannize. 

Marching  from  Eden  tow'rds  the  west,  shall  find   40 

The  plain,  wherein  a  black  bituminous  g^urge 

Boils  out  from  under  ground,  the  mouth  of  Hell: 

Of  brick,  and  of  that  stuff  they  cast  to  build 

A  city'  and  tow'r,  whose  top  may  reach  to  HeaT'n; 

And  get  themselves  a  name,  lest  far  dispersed        4S 

In  foreign  lands,  there  memory  he  lost. 

Regardless  whether  good  or  evil  fame. 

But  God,  who  oft  descends  to  visit  men 

Unseen,  and  through  their  habitations  walks 

To  mark  their  doings,  them  beholding  soon,  fit 

Comes  down  to  see  their  city,  ere  the  tow'r 

Obstruct  Heav'n-tow'rs,  and  in  derision  sets 

Upon  their  tongues  a  various  spirit  to  rase 

SS.  The  rilver  are  U  here  meant,  as  the  time  of  man*!  iBBO< 
csnce  was  the  fi^lden.— The  iron  asre  is  next  mentioned.    • 

M.  Nimrod  is  said  to  have  been  tiie  first  man  who  aaiamed  tbt 
psuwrsnd  character  of  a  monarch.    Gen.  x.  9. 

as.  The  name  of  Nimrod  is  usually  derived  from  •  Hd>re« 
vert  that  aif  nifies  to  rebel.  40.  Gen.  xi.  9,  kc 
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Quite  out  ^eir  natire  langaage,  and  instead 

To  sow  a.jangling  noise  of  words  tmknuwn.  M 

Forthwith  a  hideous  gobble  rises  loud 

Among  the  builders ;  each  to  other  calls. 

Not  understood,  till  hoarse,  and  all  ixi  rage. 

As  mock'd  they  storm.  Great  laughter  was  in  Hea  ?  'n ; 

And  looking  down,  to  see  the  hubbu1>  strange.       M 

And  hear  the  din ;  thus  was  the  building  left 

Ridiculous,  and  the  work  Confusion  named. 

Whereto  thus  Adam,  fatherly  displeased : 
O  execrable  sou,  so  to  aspire 

Abore  his  brethren,  to  himself  assuming  d8 

Authority  usurp'd ;  from  God  not  given. 
He  gave  us  only  over  beast,  fuh,  fowl, 
Dominion  absolute ;  that  right  we  hold 
By  his  donation :  but  man  over  men 
He  made  not  lord :  such  title  to  himself  7f 

Reserving,  human  left  from  human  free. 
But  this  usurper,  his  encroachment  proud 
Stays  not  on  man ;  to  God  his  tow'r  intends 
Siege  and  defiance.    Wretched  man !  what  food 
Will  he  convey  up  thither  to  sustain  75 

Himself  and  his  rash  army,  where  thin  air 
Above  the  clouds  will  pine  his  entrails  gross. 
And  famish  him  of  breath,  if  not  of  bread  ? 

To  whom  thus  Michael :  Justly  thou  abhurr'st 
That  son,  who  on  the  quiet  state  of  men  80 

Such  trouble  broiight,  affecting  to  subdue 
Rational  liberty ;  yet  know  withal. 
Since  thy  original  lapse,  true  liberty 
Is  lost,  which  always  with  right  reason  dwells 
Twinn'd,  and  from  her  hath  no  dividual  being       85 
Reason  in  man  obscured,  or  not  obey'd. 
Immediately  inordinate  desires 
And  upstart  passions  catch  the  government 
From  reason,  and  to  servitude  reduce 
Man  till  then  free.    Therefore,  since  he  permits    00 
Within  himself  unworthy  powers  to  reign 
Over  free  reason,  God  in  judgment  just 

to.  Dr.  Bentley  reads  is  in  this  and  in  line  61.    But  the  snfel 
Blflit  rcfpird  the  event  as  pas^  as  in  his  relation  he  looked  froa 
■  iWlon  which  could  command  the  whole  extended  course  of  llnae> 
«S.  Jiabel  •is:nlfles  eoi^fuskm  in  Hebrew.  Gen.  ai.  9u 
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Subjeets  hbn  from  without  to  Tiolent  lordi  ; 

Who  oft  as  undeserredly  inthrall 

His  oatward  freedom.    Tyranny  must  be.  It 

Though  to  the  tyrant  thereby  no  excuse. 

Yet  sometimes  nations  will  decline  so  low 

From  yirtuoy  which  is  reason,  that  no  wrong. 

But  justice,  and  some  fatal  curse  annex'd. 

Deprives  them  of  their  outward  liberty,  IN 

Their  inward  lost.    Witness  th'  irrev'rent  aoa 

Of  him  who  built  the  ark,  who  for  the  shame 

Done  to  his  father,  heard  this  heavy  curse, 

'  Servant  of  servants/  on  his  vicious  race. 

Thus  will  this  latter,  as  the  former  world,  IM 

Still  tend  from  bad  to  worse,  till  God  at  last^ 

Weary'd  with  their  iniquities,  withdraw 

His  presence  from  among  th<^m,  and  avert 

His  holy  eyes ;  resolving  from  thenceforth 

To  leave  them  to  their  own  polluted  ways ;  lit 

And  one  peculiar  nation  to  select 

From  all  the  rest,  of  whom  to  be  invoked, 

A  nation  from  one  faithful  man  to  spring : 

Him  on  this  side  Euphrates  yet  residing. 

Bred  up  in  idol-worship.    O  that  men  113 

(Canst  thou  believe  1)  should  be  so  stupid  grown. 

While  yet  the  patriarch  lived,  who  scaped  the  flood. 

As  to  forsake  the  living  God,  and  fall 

To  worship  their  own  work  in  wood  and  stone 

For  Gods !  yet  him  God  the  Most  High  Touchsafea 

To  call  by  vision  from  his  father's  house,  IH 

His  kindred,  and  false  Gods,  into  a  land 

Which  he  will  shew  him,  and  from  him  will  raise 

A  mighty  nation,  and  upon  him  shower 

His  benediction  so,  that  in  his  seed  J39 

AH  nations  shall  be  blest.    He  straight  obeys. 

Not  knowftig  to  what  land,  yet  firm  believes. 

I  se6  him,  but  thou  canst  not,  with  what  faith 

101.  Cham  {  the  f\ther  of  Canaan  la  here  meant.  Gen.  lz.9t.SS. 

110.  The  narrative  is,  from  thi»  point,  confined  to  the  history  of 

the  choaen  race,  the  Mwd  of  Abraham.  115.  Josh.  xxit.  t» 

1 17.  Terah,  Abraham**  father  »as  bom  3S3  yean  after  the  flood, 

and  Noah  was  living  till  the  3oOth  year  after  it,  so  that  idolatrf 

ksd  gelned  ^mund  aome  years  before  his  death. 

lao.  Gen.  xii.  l—e.  136.  Heb.  xL  t. 

IMi  This  Is  not,  it  should  be  obserred,  •  reverting  to  the  fonMr 

10  sappoae,  Mt  a  aeie  el 


PARADISE  LOST. 

He  lemTM  his  Goda,  bis  friends,  and  natlTe  mBt 

Ur  of  Chaldsea,  passing  now  the  ford  UB 

To  Haran :  after  him  a  cumb'roos  train 

Of  herds,  and  flocks,  and  numerous  servitude  \ 

Not  wand'ring  poor,  but  trusting  all  his  wealth 

With  God,  who  call'd  him,  in  a  land  unknown. 

Canaan  he  now  attains :  I  see  his  tents  13ft 

Pitch *d  about  Sechem,  and  the  neighb'ring  plain 

Of  Moreh  :  there,  by  promise,  he  receives 

Gift  to  his  progeny  of  all  that  land. 

From  Hamath  northward  to  the  Desert  south 

rrhings  by  their  names  I  call,  tho'  yet  unnamed),  140 

From  Hermon  east  to  the  great  western  sea ; 

Mount  Hermon,  yonder  sea ;  each  place  behold 

In  prospect,  as  I  point  them :  on  the  shore 

Mount  Carmel :  here  the  double-founted  stream 

Jordan,  true  limit  eastward ;  but  his  sons  149 

Shall  dwell  to  Senir,  that  Ions;  ridjre  of  hills. 

This  ponder,  that  all  nations  of  the  earth 

Shall  in  his  seed  be  blessed.    By  that  seed 

Is  meant  thy  great  Deliv'rer,  who  shall  bruise 

The  Serpent's  head :  whereof  to  thee  anon  150 

Flainlier  shall  be  reveal'd.    This  patriarch  blest. 

Whom  faithful  Abraham  due  time  shall  call, 

A  son,  and  of  his  son  a  grandcliild  leaves. 

Like  him  in  faith,  in  wisdom,  and  renown. 

The  grandchild  with  twelve  sons  increased,  depaits 

From  Canaan  to  a  land,  hereafter  call'd  150 

Egypt,  divided  by  the  river  Nile. 

See  where  it  flows,  disgorging  at  seven  mouths 

Into  the  sea.    To  sojourn  in  that  land 

He  comes,  invited  by  a  younger  son,  100 

In  time  of  dearth  :  a  son  whose  worthy  deeds 

Raise  him  to  be  the  second  in  that  realm 

Of  Pharaoh.    There  he  dies,  and  leaves  his  race 

Growing  into  a  nation,  and  now  grown 

Suspected  to  a  sequent  King,  who  seeks  188 

To  stop  their  overgrowth,  as  inmate  guests 

Too  num'rous ;  whence  of  gniests  he  makes  them  slaves 


•pcskingr  natural  to  the  aDg:«l,  to  whom  all  the  future  was  revealed. 
The  reader  will  And  the  whole  of  the  narrative  here  given  ia 
different  parts  of  the  Pentateuch. 

1&5.  With  twelvt  sons  increased  *  a  Latlnitm. 
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InhoepitaUyS  and  Ulls  their  infant  males ! 

Till  by  two  bretliren  (tliose  two  brethren  call 

Mo«ea  and  Aaron)  sent  from  God  to  daim  171 

Hid  people  from  iuthralment,  they  retom 

With  glory'  and  spoil  back,  to  their  promised  land. 

Rut  first  the  lawless  tyrant,  who  denies 

To  know  their  God,  or  message  to  reg^ard. 

Must  be  compeU'd  by  signs  and  judgments  dire.   178 

To  blood  unshed  the  riyers  must  be  tum'd ; 

Progs,  lice,  and  flies  must  all  his  palace  fill 

With  loath'd  intrusion,  and  fill  aU  the  land ;  f 

ilis  cattle  must  of  rot  and  murrain  die ; 

Botches  aiid  blaius  must  all  his  flesh  emboss,        IM 

And  all  his  people  ;  thunder  mix'd  with  bail, 

Hail  mix'd  with  Are,  must  rend  th'  Egjrptian  sky. 

And  wheel  on  th'  earth,  devouring  where  it  rolls ; 

What  it  devours  not,  herb,  or  fruit,  or  grain, 

A  darksome  cloud  of  locusts  swarming  down         189 

Must  eat,  and  on  the  ground  leave  nothing  gpreen : 

Darkness  must  overshadow  all  his  bounds. 

Palpable  darkness,  and  blot  out  three  days ; 

Last,  with  one  midnight  stroke,  all  the  ftrst-bom 

Of  Egypt  must  lie  dead.    Thiis  with  ten  wounds  190 

The  river-dragon  tamed,  at  length  submits 

To  let  his  sojourners  depart,  and  oft 

Humbles  his  stubborn  heart,  but  still  as  ice 

More  harden'd  after  thaw,  till  in  his  rage 

Pursuing  whom  he  late  dismiss'd,  the  sea  19S 

Swallows  him  with  his  host ;  but  them  lets  pass 

As  on  dry  land,  between  two  crystal  walls. 

Awed  by  the  rod  of  IV«oses  so  to  stand 

Di^'ided,  till  his  rescued  gain'd  their  shore. 

Such  wondrous  power  God  to  his  saint  will  lend. 

Though  present  in  his  Angel,  who  shall  go  901 

Before  them  in  a  cloud  and  pillar  of  fire 

(By  day  a  cloud,  by  night  a  pillar  of  fire), 

To  guide  them  in  their  journey,  and  remove 

Behind  them,  while  th'  obdurate  king  pursues.    SOS 

All  night  he  will  pursue  ;  but  his  approach 

Darkness  defends  between  till  morning  watch : 

.«.  Tbe  Vulfste  triMUiion  of  Exoduc  k.  91.  has  tarn  d*mam  ttf 
fm^ri  q$utmt.    Our  EagUah  has,  darkneu  tkmt  mn  W /(tf. 
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Then  timmgli  the  fiery  pillar  and  4he  oloaA 

God,  looking  forth,  will  trouble  all  his  hoet. 

And  craxe  their  chariot-wheels :  when  bT 

Mosee  once  more  his  potent  rod  extends  Ul 

Over  the  sea ;  the  sea  his  rod  obeys ; 

On  their  embattled  ranks  the  waves  retom. 

And  overwhelm  their  war.  the  race  elect 

Safe  towards  Canaan  from  the  shore  advance       SIS 

Tbroui^h  the  wild  desert,  not  the  readiest  wayj 

Lest,  ent'ring  on  the  Canaanite,  alarm'd^ 

War  terrify  them  inexpert,  and  fear 

Return  them  back  to  Egypt,  choosing  rather 

Inglorious  life  with  servitude ;  for  life  SM 

To  noble  and  ignoble  is  more  sweet 

Untrain'd  in  amiB,  where  rashness  leads  not  on. 

This  also  shall  they  gain  by  their  delay 

In  the  wide  wilderness ;  there  they  shall  found 

Their  government,  and  their  great  senate  choose  225 

Through  the  twelve  tribes,  to  rule  by  laws  ordain'd. 

God  from  the  nM>unt  of  Sinai,  whose  grey  top 

Shall  tremble,  he  descending,  will  himself 

In  thunder,  lightning,  and  loud  trumpets  sound. 

Ordain  them  laws ;  part  such  as  appertain  S30 

To  civil  justice,  part  religious  rites 

Of  sacrifice,  informing  them,  by  types 

And  shadows,  of  that  destined  Seed  to  bruise 

The  Serpent,  by  what  means  he  shall  achieve 

Mankind's  deliverance.     But  the  voice  of  God      915 

To  mortal  ear  is  dreadful !    They  beseech 

That  Moses  mi^ht  report  to  them  his  will. 

And  terror  cease.     He  grants  what  they  besought^ 

Instructed  that  to  God  is  no  access 

Without  Mediator,  whose  high  office  now  MO 

Moses  in  figure  bears,  to  introduce 

One  greater,  of  whose  day  he  shall  foretell; 

210.  Crazff  bniise  or  fhnttpr,  from  the  French  ecrater.  In 
Exmliw  \rv.  95.  our  translation  ho*  /oAra  ojf,  but  Niitoa  b  uesrtr 
the  ori^iial. 

230.  nlilton  has  not  made  any  parti<Milar  mention  of  the  roonl 
law  In  this  paiisaw.  The  renson  r  iHiusrrne  U,  tiiat  lhe«ole  oMevt 
he  had  in  vitw  was  to  sh4>w  tUe  progress  of  events  t»wards  die 
aptMHinnce  of  Christ  and  the  fHitahlithmc nt  of  his  kinsriom.  lie 
had,  therefore,  onlv  nn  far  to  introduce  t^e  Jewish  diqtenaatioa 
••  it  typified  the  M'lMiaiiV  kinj^lom  or  il^uf^trated  his  character 
and  actiens.  The  inorai  law  was  unchangMl  and  unchangaaMSj 
and  belonged  to  no  one  thre  or  sjstera.  The  ob)ectloni»  tinmn- 
kftm,  of  Warbavton  and  others  are  wlihoat  foandatina 
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And  all  fhe  prophets  in  fheir  age  the  timet 

Of  gi«at  Messiah,  shall  sing.    The  laws  and  ritei 

Establish'd,  such  delight  hath  God  in  men  MS 

Obedient  to  his  will,  that  he  vouchsafes 

Among  them  to  set  up  his  tabernacle. 

The  Holy  One  with  mortal  men  to  dweD. 

By  his  prescript  a  sanctuary  is  framed 

Of  cedar,  overlaid  with  gold,  therein  MO 

An  ark,  and  in  the  ark  his  testimony. 

The  records  of  his  covenant ;  over  these 

A  mercy-seat  of  gold  between  the  wings 

Of  two  bright  Cherubim  ;  before  bim  bum 

Seven  lamps,  as  in  a  zodiac,  representing  S55 

The  heav^'nly  fires ;  over  the  tent  a  cloud 

Shall  rest  by  day,  a  fiery  gleam  by  night. 

Save  when  they  journey  ;  and  at  length  they  come. 

Conducted  by  his  Angel,  to  the  land 

Promised  to  Abraham  and  his  seed.    The  rest      280 

Were  long  to  tell,  how  many  battles  fought. 

How  many  kings  destroy'd,  and  kingdoms  won. 

Or  how  the  sun  shall  in  mid  Heav'n  stand  still 

A  day  entire,  and  night's  due  course  adjourn, 

Man's  voice  commanding,  Sun  in  Gibeou  stand,  20i 

And  thou  moon  in  the  vale  of  Aijalon, 

Till  Israel  overcome  ;  so  call  the  third 

From  Abraham,  son  of  Isaac,  and  from  him 

His  whole  descent,  who  thus  shall  Canaan  win. 

Here  Adam  interposed  :  O  sent  from  Heav'n,    37t 
Enlight'ner  of  my  darkness,  gn^acious  things 
Thou  hast  reveal'd,  those  chiefly  which  concern 
Just  Abrabam  and  his  seed:  now  first  I  find 
Mine  eyes  true  opening,  and  my  heart  much  eased. 
Ere  while  perplex'd  with  thoughts  what  would  become 
Of  me  and  aU  mankind ;  but  now  I  see  V6 

His  day,  in  whom  all  nations  ^hall  be  blest. 
Favour  unmerited  by  me,  wlio  sought 
Forbidden  knowledge  by  forbidden  means. 
This  yet  I  apprehend  not,  why  to  those  MV 

Among  whom  God  will  deign  to  dwell  on  earth, 
80  many  and  so  various  laws  are  given  t 
Bo  many  laws  arg^ie  so  many  sins 

SS0.  The  heai^nly  Jtret,  the  Mven  lamps,  dgnifrinf  dw 
wren  phuiets.  S77.  J  oho  viii.  M. 

GtL  iU.  19.  Rom.  vlL  ",  «.  Hi.  90.  Heb.  ix.  13.  z.  4.  •  te. 
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Among  them.    How  can  God  with  sueli  reside  f 

To  whom  thus  Michael :  Doubt  not  but  that  dn 

Will  reign  among  them,  as  of  thee  begot ; 

And  therefore  was  law  giyen  them  to  eyince 

Their  natural  prayity,  by  stirring  up 

Sin  against  law  to  fight :  that  when  they  see 

Law  can  discover  sin,  but  not  remove, 

Save  by  those  shadowy  expiations  weak. 

The  blood  of  bulls  and  goats,  they  may  conclude 

Some  blood  moie  precious  must  be  jmid  for  man. 

Just  for  tmjust,  that  in  such  righteousness 

To  them  by  faith  imputed,  they  may  find 

Justification  towards  God,  and  peace 

Of  conscience,  which  the  law  by  ceremonies 

Cannot  appease,  nor  man  the  moral  part 

Perform,  and,  not  perfoniiing,  cannot  live. 

So  law  appears  imperfect,  and  but  given 

With  purpose  to  resisrn  theui  in  full  time 

Up  to  a  better  covenant,  disciplined 

From  shadowy  types  to  trutb,  from  flesh  to  spirit. 

From  imposition  of  strict  laws  to  free 

Acceptance  of  lai^e  grace,  from  servile  fear  395 

To  filial,  works  of  law  to  works  of  faith. 

And  therefore  shall  not  Moses,  though  of  God 

Highly  beloved,  being  but  the  minister 

Of  law,  his  people  into  Canaan  lead; 

But  Joshua,  whom  the  Gentiles  Jesus  call,  31§ 

His  name  and  office  bearing,  who  shall  quell 

The  adversary  Serpent,  and  bring  back. 

Thro'  the  world's  wilderness  long  wander'd,  man 

Safe,  to  eternal  Paradise  of  rest.  314 

Mean  while  they  in  their  earthly  Canaan  placed. 

Long  time  shall  dwell  and  prosper,  but  when  sins 

National  interrupt  their  public  peace. 

Provoking  God  to  raise  them  enemies ; 

From  whom  as  oft  he  saves  them  penitent 

By  judges  first,  then  under  kings  ;  of  whom         SM 

The  second,  both  for  piety  renown 'd 

And  puissant  deeds,  a  promise  shall  receive 

310.  Jeatu  and  Joshua  are  the  same  name,  the  fonner  beiag 
the  Greek  and  the  latter  the  Hebrew  form.  Jesus  is  iiwd  for 
Joshua,  Acts  vii.  45.  Heb.  iv.  8.  As  the  whole  of  this  part  of  the 
poem  is  taken  from  Scripture,  the  reader  will  do  well  to  consvlt 
the  margflnal  references  of  his  Bible,  if  he  be  curious  to  see  how 
the  aathor  has  conTerted  bis  scriptural  knowledfe  to  Ms  uie  in 
lUs  ■•ftatlTe.  mizinr  with  greut  skill  history  and  ^nptmcw 
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IrrevocabJe)  that  hia  regal  throne 

For  ever  shall  endure.    The  like  shall  ainf 

All  prophecy,  that  of  the  royal  stuck 

Of  David  (so  I  name  this  King)  shall  rise 

A  Son,  the  Woman's  Seed  to  thee  foretold, 

Foretold  to  Abraham,  as  in  whom  shall  trust 

All  nations,  and  to  kings  foretold,  of  kings 

The  last ;  for  of  his  reign  shall  be  no  end.  330 

Bat  first  a  long  succession  must  ensue. 

And  hu  next  son,  for  wealth  and  wisdom  famed. 

The  clouded  ark  of  God,  till  then  in  tents 

Wand'ring,  shall  in  a  glorious  temple'  inshrine. 

Such  follow  him  as  shall  be  register'd  336 

Part  good,  part  bad,  of  bad  the  longer  scroll. 

Whose  foul  idolatries,  and  other  faults 

Heap'd  to  the  popular  sum,  will  so  incense 

God,  a.H  to  leave  them,  and  expose  their  land. 

Their  city',  his  temple,  and  his  holy  ark,  340 

With  all  his  sacred  things,  a  scorn  and  prey 

To  that  proud  city,  whose  high  walls  thou  saw'st 

Left  in  confusion,  Babylon  thence  call'd  ; 

There  in  captivity  he  lets  them  dwell 

The  space  of  seventy  years,  then  brings  them  back, 

Rememb'ring  mercy,  and  his  covenant  sworn       340 

To  David,  stablish'd  as  the  days  of  Hear'n. 

Retom'd  from  Babylon,  by  leave  of  kings 

Their  lords,  whom  God  disposed,  the  house  of  God 

They  first  re-edify,  and  for  a  while  350 

In  mean  esitate  live  moderate,  till  grown 

In  wealth  and  multitude,  factious  they  g^w. 

But,  first,  among  the  priests  dissension  springs  I 

Men  who  attend  the  altar,  and  should  most 

EIndeavour  peace.    Their  strife  pollution  brimf*   350 

Upon  the  temple'  itself.    At  last  they  seize 

The  sceptre,  and  regard  not  David's  sons. 

Then  lose  it  to  a  stranger,  that  the  true 

Anointed  King,  Messiah,  might  be  bom 

Barr'd  of  his  right ;  yet  at  his  birth  a  star. 

Unseen  before  in  Heav'n,  proclaims  him  come. 

And  guides  the  eastern  sages,  who  inquire 

His  place,  to  offer  incense,  myrrh,  and  gold. 

Hb  place  of  birth  a  solemn  Auuel  telle 


Tktm  mtfit,  a  stronr  poetical  emjiflm^  i 
to  be  ti&ec  Uierally. 
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To  simple  shepberds,  kee|nng  watch  by  niglit:     t0| 

They  grladly  thither  haste*  and,  by  a  choir 

Of  squadron 'd  Angels,  hear  his  carol  rang : 

A  virgin  is  his  mother,  but  his  Sire 

llie  Pow'r  of  the  Most  High.    He  shall  ascend 

The  tlirone  hereditary,  and  bound  his  reign  37§ 

With  earth's  wide  bounds,  his  glory  with  the  Heav'na. 

He  ceased,  discerning  Adam  with  such  joy 
Surcharged,  as  had  like  gn:ief  been  dew'd  in  tears, 
Without  the  vent  of  words,  which  the!«e  he  breathed : 

O  prophet  of  glad  tidings  I  finisher  37A 

Of  utmost  hope  !  now  clear  I  understand 
What  oft  my  steadiest  thoughts  have  search'd  in  vain. 
Why  our  great  expectation  should  be  rall'd 
The  seed  of  Woman.     Virgin  Mother,  hail ! 
High  in  the  love  of  Heav'u,  yet  from  my  loins     380 
Tliou  shalt  proceed,  and  from  thy  womb  the  Son 
Of  God  Most  High ;  so  God  with  Man  unites. 
Needs  must  the  Serpent  now  his  capital  bruise 
Expect  with  mortal  pain.    Say  where  and  when  384 
Their  fight ;  what  stroke  shall  bruise  the  Victor's  heel . 

To  whom  thus  Michael :  Dream  not  of  their  fight 
As  of  a  duel,  or  the  local  wounds 
Of  head  or  heel :  not  therefore  joins  the  Son 
Manhood  to  Godhead,  with  more  strength  to  foil 
Thy  enemy ;  nor  so  is  overcome  390 

Satan,  whose  fall  from  Heav'n,  a  deadlier  bruise, 
Disabled  not  to  give  thee  thy  death's  wound : 
Which  he,  who  comes  thy  Saviour,  shall  recure. 
Not  by  destroying  Satan,  but  his  works 
In  thee  and  in  thy  seed :  nor  can  this  be,  305 

But  by  fulfilling  Uiat  which  thou  didst  want, 
Obedience  to  the  law  of  God  imposed 
On  penalty  of  death,  and  suff 'ring  death. 
The  penalty  to  thy  transgression  due. 
And  due  to  theirs,  which  out  of  thine  will  grow  : 
So  only  can  high  justice  rest  appaid.  401 

The  law  of  God  exact  he  shall  fulfil. 
Both  by  obedience  and  by  love,  though  ibve 
Alone  fulfil  the  law.    Thy  punishment 
He  shall  «  ndure,  by  coming  in  the  flesh 
To  a  reproachful  life  and  cursed  death,  • 

Proclaiming  life  to  all  who  shall  believe 
In  his  redemption,  and  that  his  obedienn* 
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Imputed  becomes  theirs  by  faith,  his  merits 

To  save  them,  not  their  own,  though  legal  wcvrics. 

For  this  he  shall  live  hated,  be  blasphemed,         411 

Seized  on  by  force,  judged,  and  to  death  ocmdemntdf 

A  shameful  and  accursed,  naU'd  to  the  criMt 

By  his  own  nation,  slain  for  bringing  life  * 

But  to  the  cross  he  nails  thy  enemies ;  41S 

The  law  that  is  against  thee,  and  the  sins 

Of  all  mankind,  with  him  there  crucify'd. 

Never  to  hurt  them  more  who  rightly  trust 

In  this  his  satisfaction.    So  he  dies. 

But  soon  revives ;  death  over  him  no  power         4M 

Shall  long  usurp :  ere  the  third  dawnhig  light 

Return,  the  stars  of  mom  shall  see  him  rise 

Out  of  his  grave,  fresh  as  the  dawning  light. 

Thy  ransom  paid,  which  man  from  death  redeems. 

His  death  for  man,  as  many  as  offer'd  life  4S8 

Neglect  not,  and  the  benefit  embrace 

By  faith  not  void  of  works.    This  Godlike  act 

Annuls  thy  doom,  the  death  thou  shouldst  have  died, 

In  sin  for  ever  lost  from  life.    This  act 

Shall  bruise  the  head  of  Satan,  crush  his  strength. 

Defeating  sin  and  death,  his  two  main  arms,        481 

And  fix'd  far  deeper  in  his  head  their  stings 

Than  temp'ral  death  shall  bruise  tlie  Victor's  heel. 

Or  theirs  whom  he  redeems,  a  death-like  sleep, 

A  gentle  wafting  to  immortal  life.  43S 

Nor  after  resurrection  shall  he  stay 

Longer  on  earth  than  certain  times  t'  appear 

To  his  disciples,  men  who  in  his  life 

Still  follow'd  him :  to  them  shall  leave  in  charge 

To  teach  all  nations  what  of  him  they  leam'd       4M 

And  his  salvation ;  them  who  shall  believe 

Baptizing  in  tiie  profluent  stream,  the  sign 

Of  washing  them  from  guilt  of  siin  to  life 

Pure,  and  in  mind  prepared,  if  so  befall. 

For  death,  liLe  that  which  the  Redeemer  died.    44f 

All  nations  they  shall  teach ;  for,  from  that  day. 

Not  only  to  the  sons  of  Abraham's  loins 

Salvation  shall  be  preach'd,  but  to  the  sons 

Of  Abraham's  faith,  wherever  through  the  woild ; 

Ir>  in  his  seed  all  nations  shall  be  blest. 

<!.'•  Tkf  tHtwUeSt  the  law,  &c.  as  ezpttloed  ta  the  oezt 
Unet-^^oIoM.  11.  14. 
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Then  to  the  Heay'n  of  Heav*us  be  shaH 
Witb  Tktory,  trkunph&ng  through  the  air 
Over  hu  foee  and  thme ;  there  shaU  surpriM 
The  Serpent,  prince  of  air,  and  drag  in  chain* 
Thro'  all  his  realm,  and  there  confounded  leare ; 
\  Then  enter  into  glory,  and  resunke 

His  seat  at  God's  right  hand,  exerted  high 

Above  all  names  in  Heav'n ;  and  thence  shaQ  come. 

When  this  world's  dissolution  shall  be  ripe. 

With  glory'  and  pow'r  to  judge  both  quick,  and  dead; 

To  judge  th'  unfaithful  dead,  but  to  reward  4ftl 

His  faithful,  and  receive  them  into  blissj 

Whether  in  Heav'n  or  Earth ;  for  then  the  Earth 

Shall  all  be  Paradne ;  far  happier  place 

Than  this  of  Eden,  and  far  happier  days.  4M 

So  spaUb  th'  Arch-Angel  Michael,  then  paused, 
As  at  the  world's  great  period ;  and  our  sire. 
Replete  with  joy  and  wonder,  thus  reply'd : 

O  Goodness  infinite,  Goodness  immense  I 
That  all  this  good  of  evil  shall  produce,  47i 

And  Evil  turn  to  good !  more  wonderful 
Than  that  which  by  creation  first  brought  forth 
Light  out  of  darkncM  1  full  of  doubt  I  stand, 
Whether  I  should  repent  me  now  of  sin. 
By  me  done  and  occasion'd,  or  rejoice  478 

Much  more,  that  much  more  good  thereof  shall  spring. 
To  God  more  glory,  more  good-will  to  men 
From  God,  and  over  wrath  grace  shall  abound. 
But  say :  if  our  Deliv'rer  up  to  Heav'n 
Must  reascend,  what  will  betide  the  few  4M 

His  faithful,  left  among  th'  uufaithful  herd, 
The  enemies  of  truth  1    Who  then  shall  guide 
His  people?  who  defend?    Will  they  not  deal 
Worse  with  his  followers  than  with  him  they  dealt  t 

Be  sure  they  will,  said  the  Angel;  but  from  Heav'n 
He  to  his  own  a  Comforter  will  send,  4M 

The  promise  of  the  Father,  who  shall  dwell 
His  Spirit  within  them,  and  the  law  of  faith. 
Working  through  love,  upon  their  hearts  shall  write, 
To  g-ade  them  in  all  truth,  and  also  arm  40f 

MO.  It  has  been  observed  br  Addkmn  that  Milton,  by  tbh  pro- 
pbetic  declaration  of  Michael,  has  made  his  poem  coDformab^e 
10  llie  opinion  of  the  most  celebraied  writers,  that  an  epic  siwnM 
end  proDperouslv. 

487.  Luke  xzlv.  49.         490.  J<^d  xtI.  13.  and  Eph.  vL  II. 
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With  spiritual  armour,  able  to  resist 
Satan's  assaults,  and  quench  his  fiery  darts; 
What  man  can  do  ag^ainst  them,  not  afraid, 
Though  to  the  death,  against  such  cruelties 
With  inward  consolations  recompensed,  4N 

And  oft  supported  so  as  shall  amaze 
Their  proudest  persecutors :  for  the  Spirit 
Ponr'd  first  on  his  Apostles,  whom  he  sends 
T'  evangelize  the  nations,  then  on  all 
laptized,  shall  them  with  wondrous  gifts  endue  SM 
lo  speak  all  tongues,  and  do  all  miracles. 
As  did  their  Lord  before  them.    Thus  they  win 
Great  numbers  of  each  nation  to  receive 
With  juy  the  tidings  brought  from  Heav'n.  Atleng^th 
Their  ministry  perform'd,  and  race  well  run,        505 
Their  doctrine  and  their  story  written  left. 
They  die  ;  but  in  their  room,  as  they  forewarn, 
Wolves  shall  succeed  for  teachers,  grievous  wolves. 
Who  all  the  sacred  mysteries  of  Heav'n 
To  their  own  vile  advantages  shall  turn  AlO 

Of  lucre  and  ambition,  and  the  truth 
With  superstitions  and  traditions  taint. 
Left  only  in  those  written  records  pure. 
Though  not  but  by  the  Spirit  understood 
Then  shall  they  seek,  to'  avail  themselves  of  names 
Places  and  titles,  and  with  these  to  join  #10 

Secular  pow'r  though  feigning  still  to  act 
By  spiritual,  to  themselves  appropriating 
The  Spirit  of  God,  promised  alike,  and  given. 
To  all  believers ;  and  from  that  pretence,  530 

Spiritual  laws  by  carnal  power  shall  force 
On  ev'ry  conscience ;  laws  which  none  shall  find 
Left  them  inroD'd,  or  what  the  Spirit  within 
Shall  on  the  heart  engrave.    Wliat  will  they  then 
But  force  the  Spirit  of  grace  itself,  and  bind         5SS 
His  consort  Liberty  ?    What  but  unbuild 
His  living  temples,  built  by  faith  to  stand. 
Their  own  faith,  not  another's  ?  for  on  earth 
Who  against  faith  and  conscience  can  be  heard 
Infallible  T    Yet  many  will  presume : 
Whence  heavy  persecution  shall  arise 
On  all  who  in  the  worship  persevere 
Of  spirit  and  truth  -,  the  rest,  far  greater  psrt, 
MV.  Acta  n.  m  SM.  1  Car.  tf.  14. 
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Will  deem  in  outward  rites  and  specions  fonne 

Religion  wtisfy'd.    Truth  shall  retire  530 

Bestuck  with  aland'rous  darts,  and  works  of  futh 

Rarely  be  found.    So  shall  the  world  go  on, 

To  good  malignant,  to  bad  men  benign, 

Under  her  own  weight,  groaning  till  the  day 

Appear  of  respiration  to  the  just  0M 

And  vengeance  to  the  wicked  at  return 

Of  him  so  lately  promised  to  thy  aid. 

The  Woman's  Seed,  obscurely  then  foretold ; 

Now  amplier  known  thy  Saviour  and  thy  Lord: 

Last  in  the  clouds  from  Heav'n  to  be  reveal'd      Mf 

lu  glory  of  the  Father,  to  dissolve 

Satan  with  his  perverted  world,  then  raise 

From  the  conflagrant  mass,  purged  and  refined. 

New  Heav'ns,  new  Earth,  ages  of  endless  date 

Founded  in  righteousnesH,  and  peace,  and  love*   55§ 

To  bring  forth  fruits,  joy  and  eternal  bliss. 

He  ended ;  and  thus  Adan>-  last  reply'd : 
How  soon  hath  thy  prediction,  Seer  blest. 
Measured  this  transient  world,  the  race  of  time, 
Till  time  stand  fix'd  1    Beyond  is  all  abyss,  55t 

Eternity,  whose  end  no  eye  can  reach. 
Greatly  instructed,  I  shall  hence  depart. 
Greatly  in  peace  of  thought,  and  have  my  fill 
Of  knowledge,  what  this  vessel  can  contain ; 
Beyond  which  was  my  folly  to  aspire.  509 

Henceforth  I  learn  that  to  obey  is  beat. 
And  love  with  fear  the  only  God,  to  walk 
As  in  his  presence,  ever  to  observe 
His  providence,  and  on  him  sole  depend. 
Merciful  over  all  his  works,  with  good  505 

Still  overcoming  evil,  and  by  small 
Accomplishing  great  things,  by  things  deem'd  weak 
Subverting  worldly  strong,  and  worldly  wise 
By  simply  meek ;  that  suffering  for  truth's  sake 
Is  fortitude  to  highest  victory,  57f 

And  to  the  faithful,  death  the  gate  of  life : 
Taught  this  by  his  example,  whom  I  no^% 
Acknowledge  my  Redeemer  ever  blest. 

To  whom  thus  also  th'  Angel  last  reply'd : 

540.  0/  resjttration  /  in  Scripture,  tkt  timet  •/ 

refreshing.    Acts  iii.  19. 

Mt.  t  Pet>  iii.  13.    See  foriDer  note  on  the  mne  exprsMloab 
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•  his  having  leam'd,  thou  hast  attain'd  fhe  sum    9ft 
yf  wisdom ;  hope  no  higher,  though  all  the  stam 
ffhou  knew'st  by  name,  and  all  tb'  ethereal  pov^« 
411  secrets  uf  the  deep,  all  Nature's  works, 
Or  works  of  God  in  Heav'n,  air,  earth,  or  sea, 
^d  all  the  riches  of  this  world  enjoy'dst* 
4nd  all  the  rule,  one  empire ;  only  add 
Deeds  to  thy  knowledge. answerable ;  add  faitb» 
Add  virtue,  patience,  temperance,  add  lore, 
By  name  to  come  call'd  Charity,  the  soul 
Of  all  the  rest,  then  wilt  thou  not  be  loath 
To  leave  this  Paradise,  but  shalt  possess 
A  Paradise  within  thee,  happier  far. 
Let  us  descend  now  therefore  from  this  top 
Of  speculation ;  for  the  hour  precise 
Exacts  our  parting  hence :  and  see  the  g^uards/    99$ 
By  me  encamp'd  on  yonder  hill,  expect 
Their  motion,  at  whose  front  a  flaming  sword. 
In  signal  to  remove,  waves  fiercely  round. 
We  may  no  longer  stay.    Go,  waken  Ere  ; 
Her  also  I  with  gentle  dreams  have  calm'd,  S0$ 

Portending  good,  and  all  her  spirits  composed 
To  meek  submission,    lliou  at  season  fit 
Let  her  with  thee  partake  what  thou  hast  heard. 
Chiefly  what  may  concern  her  faith  to  know. 
The  great  deliv 'ranee  by  her  seed  to  come  fiM 

(For  by  the  Woman's  seed)  on  all  mankind : 
That  ye  may  live,  which  will  be  many  days. 
Both  in  one  faith  unanimous  though  sad 
With  cause  for  evils  past,  yet  much  more  cheer'd 
With  meditation  on  the  happy  end.  Oif 

He  ended,  and  they  both  descend  <he  hill ; 
Descended,  Adam  to  the  bower  where  Eve 
Lay  sleeping  ran  before,  but  found  her  waked ; 
And  thus  with  words  not  sad  she  him  received : 

Whence  thou  return 'st,  and  whither  went'st,  I  knovt 
For  God  is  also'  in  sleep,  and  dreams  advise,  611 
Which  he  hath  sent  propitious,  some  great  good 

581.  3  Pet.  i.  5. 

5M.  Top  of  sprcnlation  ;  an  eminence  of  contemplation,  tnm 
which  tht'  eye  of  llie  mind  saw  the  mysteries  of  FrovideocJi  sU 
Ciearrd  u|>. 

608.  All  iiicnncintHncv  is  pointed  out  between  thia  line  and  th« 
UVttin*:))!  to  the  IxKili,  in  wiiioti  it  wiil  be  found  that  Adaro  to 
Md  to  waken  Eve.  whiie  lie  i>  here  represented  as  tlndinv  Iwi 
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Presagingf  since  with  aorrow'  and  heart's  dbtw 

Weary'd  I  fell  asleep :  but  now  lead  on ; 

In  me  is  no  delays    With  thee  to  go,  Oil 

Is  to  stay  here ;  without  thee  here  to  stay* 

Is  to  go  hence  unwilling ;  thou  to  me 

Art  all  things  under  Heav'n,  all  places  thou, 

Who  for  iny  wilful  crime  art  banish'd  hence. 

This  further  consolation  yet  secure  ttM 

I  carry  hence ;  though  all  by  me  is  lost, 

(Such  faTOur  I  unworthy  am  rouchsafed) 

By  me  the  promised  Seed  shall  all  restore. 

So  spake  our  mother  Eve ;  and  Adam  heard 
Well  pleased,  but  answer'd  not ;  for  now  too  nigh 
Th'  Arch-Angel  stood,  and  from  the  other  hill       098 
To  their  fix'd  station,  all  in  bright  array 
The  Cherubim  descended ;  on  the  ground 
Glidings  meteorous,  as  evening  mist 
Risen  Arom  a  river  o'er  the  marish  glides,  030 

And  gatherR  ground  fast  at  the  labourer's  heel 
Homeward  returning.    Hi};h  in  front  advanced, 
Tha  brandish'd  sword  of  God  before  them  blazed 
Fierce  as  a  comet ;  which  with  torrid  heat, 
And  vapour  as  the  Libyan  air  adust,  03ff 

Began  to  parch  that  terap'rate  clime  :  whereat 
In  either  hand  the  ha<st'ning  Angel  caught 
Our  ling'ring  parents,  and  to  th'  eastern  gate 
Led  them  direct,  and  down  the  clilf  as  fast 
To  the  subjected  plain ;  then  disappear'd.  049 

They  looking  back,  all  the  eastern  side  beheld 
Of  Paradise  (so  late  their  happy  seat) 
Waved  over  by  that  flaming  brand,  tiie  gate 
With  dreadful  faces  throng'd  and  fiery  arms : 
Some  natural  tears  they  dropt,  but  wiped  them  soon ; 
The  world  was  all  before  them,  where  to  choose  646 
Their  place  of  rest,  and  Providence  their  g^de. 
They  hand  in  hand,  with  wand'ring  steps  and  slow 
Through  Eden  took  their  solitary  way. 

090.  Mansh;  'rnm  the  French  Maroitf  a  manh. 
648.  The  conclusion  of  ihis  wonderful  poem  ia  not  iDferior  (a 
beauty  to  iu  pro^rrcM.  Ceasing  from  the  calm  and  anadoraed 
narrative  which  occupies  the  former  part  of  the  ia«t  book,  tlwi 
author  riaes  af^iu  into  hit  accustomed  aublimitr,  and  then  wiDr 
the  mo«t  admirable  akill  clo«e«  the  poem  with  an  appeal,  deej^ 
and  powerful,  to  all  the  feelingpi  of  awe  and  teiidcmeM  which  ill 
ul^ect  can  awaken.  Never,  I  think,  naa  *one  taste  been  shew** 
dtaa  bj  the  critics  who  wouid  have  had  tha  last  two  lines  onittnA 

BND  OP   PABADISB   LOST. 
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THE  ASCUMENT. 


Jl  oFui  nml  BBt.  rf  Wvloiir  of  mfinZ 

Pbi^Iu  U*  DHdlttthns  he  qunUL  Jk  iMjLljDiigrt  wbotAftlnr 
Vnr  hb  Hvlhcr  HUTi  on  pemiiliiK  llitv  dl^tanOma  Id'bloi, 

IMS  fait)  <M  (Mtar,  li  Ok  irild««|   vfaen  Ibi  wM 

Ue  nw  JaiSu,  H  kc  Ihi  WonrVM.  Jwb  Me^  ^3n 

BtntTputarMOM 


PARADISK  UEGAINKD. 

to  Justify  hioMeir;  and  proforinj^  his  admiration  of  Swmm,nM 
his  rMKard  for  virtue,  requcnis  to  be  permitted  at  a  future  tin* 
10  iiear  ino-»:  of  bis  conversatiou ;  but  is  auswered,  tliat  this 
■lus*.  bi  )U  oe  shall  find  permission  from  above.  Satan  then  di^ 
appears,  and  the  booii  closes  with  a  sliort  dracrlptkui  of  nifht 
eooUar  ■*• 


r  WHO  ere  while  the  happy  Garden  irang, 

By  one  Man'a  disobedience  lo«t,  now  aing 
Recover'd  Paradise  to  all  manlund. 
By  pne  Man's  firm  obedience  fully  tried 
Through  all  temptation,  and  the  Tempter  foil'd 
In  all  his  wiles,  defeated  and  repulsed, 
And  Eden  raised  in  the  waste  wilderness. 


1.  Milton's  Paradise  Refrained  ha*  afforded  a  fruitful  subject 
for  critica  itsfiute  aud  coiuudi-ration,  but  it  in  uiiiversallv  a^rrred 
that  it  by  no  means  occupies  the  next  dcf^ree  in  excelU-iu'e  to 
Farudim;  l.o«t.  Inipniect  in  the  dcMirn,  and  cvincinir  few  of 
thcihe  miriity  eliortK  of  invention  wliicTi  dinting'nisli  the  former 
uorlt  of  its  tjrreat  author,  it  lias  ne\er  po>M!»tie(t  the  popularity 
which  any  composition  ol  Milton  n.igrlit  seem  to  cliulleiiL''e.  Uut 
It  should  be  iniprt'iised  upon  the  reader's  mind,  that  if  the  poem 
be  ini|ierfect  in  its  plan,  coiiMdered  us  a  rt-^nlar  eiiic,  tiiiK  is  no 
objection  to  it  when  examined  ai'cording  to  the  plan  which  the 
author  himi4;lf  laid  down.  Milton,  I  lliink  it  is  beyond  doubt, 
never  iutended  to  imitate  his  Paradise  Lost  In  this  iiocni,  nor  to 
take  any  of  the  classical  models  lo  work  by.  His  olijcct  appears 
to  have  been  in  sliew  the  comintr  of  the  Nlessiali,  or  rathtr  his 
awful  and  mysterious  entry  into  the  kingdom  which  was  lo  sup- 
plant for  ever  that  of  Satan,  and  form,  as  it  were,  the  vestibule 
of  an  eternal  Paradise.  Comnieutators  have  taken  it  (or  framed 
that  he  meant  to  ci^e  the  whole  historv  of  man's  restoration; 
he  did  not  do  tiiis,  but  intended  only  to  shew  CiiriAt  en  e  in  the 
flesh,  an<l  b  that  the  completion  of  those  Krand  promi.»es  of  the 
Father  which  |>r(>dicted  tiie  restoration  of  niankind.  Su|iposiu7 
this  to  have  been  his  purpose,  the  temptation  in  the  wilderness 
was  the  best  fioint  in  tlie  New  Testament  histories  he  could  de- 
terniine  on.  It  represented  the  Messiah  in  the  full  development 
of  ul'  his  human  characteristics  a»  born  of  the  woman,  and  it 
represented  him  as  warring;  \isibly  with  Satan  before  the  i^te 
of  Paradise.  'I'he  promised  Deliverer  thus  come  in  the  fleKh, 
thus  8|irung;  from  the  chosen  race,  contendinif  with  the  prince  of 
this  world,  and  p  ovingf  his  divinity  by  his  triumph—the  ooet 
mi?ht  well  consider  the  title  of  Paradise  Refined  was  not  too 
hiifli  a  name  for  a  work  which  shews  Chnst  as  trul\  man,  and, 
by* his  conquest  o«er  Saian  at  the  first  outset,  as  truly  the  Son  of 
(rO(l.  This,  I  think,  may  be  said  in  answer  to  many  criticisms  on 
this  pooni.  but  if  it  b(>  less  defective  as  a  whole  than  is  comiuouly 
believed,  it  is  more  inip«Tfcvt  in  its  i^vneral  execution  than  many 
are  dis|toMxl  to  consicler  i(.  There  is  little  or  no  inssion,  no 
Btirring^  description,  an  I  scanelv  any  dialogues,  distinsruished  for 
more  lliau  ordinary  power.  1tie  character  of  Christ  is  very 
weakly  developed,  its  mysterious  nature  is  reduced  to  a  common- 
place numanity,  and  the  scenes  in  which  he  is  atucked  by  Satan, 
present  nothing'  but  prettiuesses  of  invention  or  paraphrase*  ol 
Kiipture. 


ir 


BOOK  I.  S99 

Thou  Spirit,  who  led'st  this  glorious  ereallt 
Into  the  desert,  his  victorious  field, 
Against  the  spiritual  foe,  and  bronght'st  him  fhenee 
By  proof  th'  undoubted  Son  of  God,  inspire,  11 

As  thou  art  wont,  my  promptcfd  song,  else  mut«, 
And  bear  thro'  highth  or  depth  of  Nature's  bounds. 
With  prosp'rous  wing  full  summ'd,  to  tell  of  deeds 
Above  heroic,  though  in  secret  done,  1ft 

And  unrevorded  left  through  many  an  age. 
Worthy  t'  have  not  remain'd  so  long  unsung.    : 

Now  had  the  great  Proclaimer  with  a  voice 
More  awful  than  the  sound  of  trumpet,  cried 
Repentance,  and  Heav'n's  kingdom  nigh  at  hand  20 
To  all  baptized  :  to  his  gnreat  baptism  flock'd 
With  awe  the  regions  round,  and  with  them  came 
From  Nazareth  the  son  of  Joseph  deem'd 
To  the  flood  Jordan,  came  as  then  obscure, 
Unmark'd,  unknown*;  but  him  the  Baptist  soon     S5 
Descried,  divinely  wam'd,  and  witness  bore 
As  to  his  worthier,  and  would  have  resign'd 
To  him  this  heav'hly  office,  nor  was  long 
His  witness  uncoufirm'd ;  on  him  baptized 
Heav'n  open'd,  and  in  likeness  of  a  dove  30 

The  Spirit  descended,  while  the  Father's  yoice 
From  Heav'n  pronounced  him  his  beloved  Son. 
That  heard  the  Adversary,  who  roving  still 
About  the  world,  at  that  assembly  famed 
Would  not  be  last,  and  with  the  voice  divine  Vi 

Nigh  thunder-struck,  th'  exalted  Man,  to  whom 
Such  high  attest  was  given,  awhile  survey'd 
With  wonder,  then  with  envy  fraught  and  rage 
Flies  to  his  place,  nor  rests  but  in  mid  air; 
To  council  summons  all  his  mighty  peers,  40 

Within  thick  clouds  and  dark  ten-fold  involved 
A  gloomy  consistory ;  and  them  amidst 
With  looks  aghast  and  sad  he  thus  bespake : 

O  ancient  Pow'rs  of  air,  and  this  wide  woxld 
For  much  more  willingly  1  mention  air,  4S 

This  our  old  conquest,  than  remember  Hell, 
Our  hated  habitation ;  well  ye  know 


U.  Divbieljf;  like  the  Lattn  diiduUnt,  tnm 
44.  Eph.  fa  S.  vl.  IS. 
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How  many  a;^,  as  the  years  of  men. 

This  universe  we  hare  possessed,  and  ruled, 

In  manner  at  uar  will  th'  affairs  of  E'artht  n 

Since  Adam  and  his  facile  consort  Eve 

Lost  Paradise  deceived  by  me,  though  since 

With  dread  attending  when  that  fatal  wound 

Shall  be  inflicted  by  the  seed  of  Eve 

Upon  my  head :  long  the  decrees  of  Heav'n  M 

Delay,  for  longest  time  to  him  is  short ; 

And  now  too  soon  for  us  the  circling  hours 

This  dreaded  time  hath  compass 'd,  wherein  we 

Must  bide  the  stroke  of  that  long  threaten'd  wound. 

At  least  if  so  we  can,  and  by  the  head  M 

Broken  be  not  intended  all  our  power 

To  be  infringed,  our  freedom  and  our  being. 

In  this  fair  empire  won  of  Earth  and  Air ; 

For  this  ill  news  I  bring,  the  woman's  seed 

D&itined  to  this,  is  late  of  woman  born :  85 

His  birth  to  our  just  fear  gave  no  small  cause. 

But  his  growth  now  to  youth's  full  flow'r  displaying 

All  virtue,  grace,  and  wisdom  to  achieve 

Things  highest,  greatest,  multiplies  my  fear. 

Before  him  a  great  prophet,  to  proclaim  70 

His  coming,  is  sent  Harbinger,  who  all 

Invites,  and  in  the  consecrated  stream, 

Pretends  to  wash  off  sin,  and  fit  them  so 

Purified  to  receive  him. pure,  or  rather 

To  do  him  honour  as  their  king ;  all  come,  7ft 

And  he  himself  among  them  was  baptized. 

Not  thence  to  be  more  pure,  but  to  receive 

The  testimony'  of  Heav'n,  that  who  he  is 

Thenceforth  Uie  nations  may  not  doubt;  I  saw 

The  prophet  do  him  reverence,  on  him  rising         8i 

Out  of  the  water,  Heav'n  above  the  clouds 

Unfold  her  crystal  doors,  thence  on  his  head 

A  perfect  dove  descend,  whate'er  it  meant. 

And  out  of  Heav'n  the  Sovereigpi^roice  I  heard. 

This  is  my  Son  beloved,  in  him  am  pleased.  8S 

His  mother  then  is  mortal,  but  his  Sire 

74.  1  Joliii  iii.  3. 
83.  Matt.  ill.  16.    It  is  iiU|ipoM>(l  by  ninst  of  the  best  commea 
tston,  that  the  Holy  Spirit  dfeticended  not  in  tlie  shape  bat  in  tbt 
manner  of  a  dove  upon  our  Siviour.    Miltou  «eenis  to  have  Ini^p- 
pivted  it  in  a  contmry  wav. 
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Il«  who  obtains  the  monarchy  of  Heav'n* 

And  what  will  he  not  do  to'  advance  his  Son  t 

His  first-begot  we  luiowy  and  sore  have  felt. 

When  his  first  thunder  drore  iis  to  the  deep ;         ft 

Who  this  is  we  must  learn,  for  man  he  seems 

In  all  his  lineaments,  though  in  his  face 

The  glimpses  of  his  Father's  glory  shine. 

Ye  see  our  danger  on  the  utmost  edge 

Of  hazard,  which  admits  no  loog  debatOf  W 

But  must  with  something  sudden  be  opposed. 

Not  force,  but  well  couch'd  fraud,  well  woven  snarw* 

Ere  in  the  head  of  nations  he  appear 

Their  king,  their  leader,  and  supreme  on  Earth* 

I,  when  no  other  durst,  sole  undertook  1M 

The  dismal  expedition  to  find  out 

And  ruin  Adam,  and  th'  exploit  performed 

Successfully ;  a  calmer  voyage  now 

Will  waft  me ;  and  the  way  found  prosp'roiu  onca 

Induces  best  to  hope  of  like  success.  lOf 

He  ended,  and  his  woi-ds  impression  left 
Of  much  amazement  to  th'  infernal  crew. 
Distracted  and  surprised  with  deep  dismay 
At  these  sad  tidings  ;  but  no  time  was  then 
For  long  indulgence  to  their  fears  or  grief :  lift 

Unanimous  they  all  commit  the  care 
And  management  of  this  main  enterprise 
To  him  their  great  dictator,  whose  attempt 
At  first  against  mankind  so  well  had  thrived 
In  Adam's  overthrow,  and  led  their  march  IIS 

From  Hell's  deep  vaulted  den  to  dwell  in  light. 
Regents  and  potentates,  and  kings,  yea  gods 
Of  many  a  pleasant  realm  and  province  wide. 
So  to  the  coast  of  Jordan  he  directs 
His  easy  steps,  girded  with  snaky  wiles,  lit 

Where  he  might  likeliest  find  this  new  dedartd. 
This  Man  of  Men,  attested  Son  of  God, 
Temptation  and  all  guile  on  him  to  try ; 
So  to  subvert  whom  he  suspected  raised 
To  end  his  reign  on  Earth  so  long  enjoy'd :  Iff 

•1.  There  does  not  appear  to  be  ■ufficient  reason  for  Ak  sob- 
poaitioD,  that  Satan  did  not  at  flrst  know  Christ  to  be  the  Mewlah. 

131.  Man  of  Men  ;  this  has  been  objected  to.  but  without  < 
M  It  well  expresses  the  perfect  humanity  of  Christ  and  Oe 
tioo  in  whicn  he  stood  as  the  repreientstiTe  of  our  race. 


\ 
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Bat  contrary  unweeting  he  fulfill'd 
The  purposed  couiuel  pre-ordain'd  and  fix'd 
Of  the  Meet  High,  who  in  full  frequence  bright 
Of  Angela,  thus  to  Gabriel  wniling  spake : 

Gabriel,  this  day  by  proof  thou  shalt  behold,     IM 
Tl-.oa  and  all  Angels  conversant  on  Earth 
With  man  or  men's  affairs,  bow  I  begin. 
To  Terify  that  solemn  message  late. 
On  which  I  sent  thee  to  the  Viiigin  pure 
In  Galilee,  that  she  should  bear  a  son  138 

Great  in  renown,  and  call'd  the  Son  of  God ; 
Then  told'st  her  doubting  how  these  things  could  be 
To  her  a  yirg^n,  that  on  her  should  come 
The  Holy  Ghost,  and  the  power  of  the  Highest 
O'ershadow  her  :  this  man  bom  and  now  upgrxm. 
To  shew  him  worthy  of  his  birth  dirine  141 

And  high  prediction,  henceforth  I  expose 
To  Satan ;  let  him  tempt  and  now  assay 
His  utmost  subtlety,  because  he  boasts 
And  Taunts  of  his  g^reat  cunning  to  the  throng      ^4ft 
Of  his  apostacy ;  he  might  have  learnt 
Leas  overweening  since  he  faU'd  in  Job, 
Whose  constant  perseverance  overcame 
Whate'er  his  cruel  malice  could  invent. 
He  now  shall  know  I  can  produce  a  Man  MO 

Of  female  seed,  far  abler  to  resist 
All  his  solicitations,  and  at  length 
All  his' vast  force,  and  drive  him  back  to  Hell 
Winning  by  conquest  what  the  first  man  lost 
By  fallacy  surprised.    But  first  I  mean  itf 

To  exercise  him  in  the  wilderness, 
There  he  shall  first  lay  down  the  rudiments 
Of  hi*  great  warfare,  ero  I  send  him  forth 
To  conquer  Sin  and  Death,  the  two  grand  foes, 
By  humiliation  and  long  sufferance :  16i 

His  weakness  shall  o'ercome  Satanic  strength. 
And  aU  the  world,  and  mass  of  sinful  flesh  ; 
That  all  the  Angels  and  ethereal  Powers, 
They  now,  and  men  hereafter,  may  discern. 
From  what  consummate  virtue  I  have  chose  168 

IW.  Gabriel  is  frequently  mentioned  in  Scripture  as  emplojrrd 
h  Oe  Boopei  dispensation.  He  ia  called  by  rabbinical  wittesk 
On  Midater  of  Mercy,  aa  Michael  ia  the  Miuisler  of  Sererity. 
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This  perfect  Man,  by  merit  call'd  my  Son. 
To  earn  salvation  for  the  sons  of  men. 

So  spake  th'  eternal  Father,  and  all  HeaT*n 
Admiring  stood  a  space,  then  into  hymns 
Burst  forth,  and  in  celestial  measures  moved,       17# 
Circling  the  throne  and  singing,  while  the  hand 
Sung  with  the  voice,  and  this  the  argument. 

Victory  and  triumph  to  the  Son  of  God, 
Now  ent'ring  his  great  duel,  not  of  arms, 
But  to  vanquish  by  wisdom  hellish  wiles.  179 

The  Father  knows  the  Son ;  therefore  secnre 
Ventures  his  filial  virtue,  though  untry'd, 
Against  whate'er  may  tempt,  what^er  seduce, 
Allure,  or  terrify,  or  undermine. 
Be  frustrate  all  ye  stratagems  of  Hell,  18ft 

And  devilish  machinations  come  to  nought ! 

So  they  in  Heav'n  their  odes  and  vigils  tuned : 
Meanwhile  the  Son  of  God,  who  yet  some  days 
Lodged  in  Bethabara,  where  John  baptized, 
Musing  and  much  revolving  in  his  breast,  185 

How  best  the  mighty  work  he  might  begin 
Of  Saviour  to  mankind,  and  which  way  first 
Publish  his  God-like  office  now  n>ature, 
One  day  forth  walk'd  alone,  the  Spirit  leading. 
And  his  deep  thought  the  better  to  converse  190 

With  Solitude,  till  far  from  track  of  men. 
Thought  following  thought,  and  step  by  step  led  on. 
He  enter'd  now  the  bord'ring  desert  wild, 
And  with  dark  shades  and  rocks  environ'd  round. 
His  holy  meditations  thus  pursued :  liN( 

0  what  a  multitude  of  thoughts  at  once 
Awaken'd  in  me  swarm,  while  I  consider 
What  from  within  I  feel  myself,  and  hear 
What  from  without  comes  often  to  my  ears, 
lU  sorting  with  my  present  state  compared  I  908 

When  I  was  yet  a  child,  no  childish  play 
To  me  was  pleasing ;  all  my  mind  was  set 
Serious  to  learn  »nd  know,  and  thence  to  do 

183.  John  i. 
189.  Thin  is  well  imaj^ned,  but  the  mrae  approbation  cannot  be 
ftven  to  the  pama^e  immediately  following,  in  whicli  oar  Lord  ii 
repreMnt»l  a^  a  liotiloauizing^  vouth  Just  startin?  on  his  new 
earlier  of  glory,  rather  than  as  the  Mesiiah  cooadoas  not  oalv  or 
kis  office  but  or  his  Divinity. 
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Wliat  might  be  public  good ;  m  jaelf  I  thought 

Bom  to  that  end,  bom  to  promote  all  truth,  lit 

All  righteous  things :  therefore  abore  my  yean. 

The  law  of  God  I  read,  and  found  it  sweet. 

Made  it  my  whole  delight,  and  in  it  grew 

To  such  perfection,  that  ere  yet  my  age 

Had  measured  twice  six  yean,  at  our  great  feast  UO 

I  went  into  the  temple,  tiiere  to  hear 

The  teaehen  of  our  law,  and  to  propose 

What  might  improve  my  knowledge  or  their  own; 

And  was  admired  by  all ;  yet  this  not  all 

To  whidi  my  spirit  aspired ;  Tictorions  deeds        219 

Flamed  in  my  heart,  heroic  acts,  one  while 

To  rescue  Israel  from  the  Roman  yoke. 

Then  to  subdue  and  quell  o'er  all  the  earth 

Brute  riolence  and  proud  t3nrannic  pow'r. 

Till  truth  were  freed,  and  equity  restored :  SS9 

Yet  held  it  more  humane,  more  heay'nly,  ftrat 

By  winning  words  to  conquer  willing  hearts. 

And  make  penuasion  do  the  work  of  fear ; 

At  least  to  try,  and  teach  the  erring  soul 

Not  wilfully  misdoing,  but  imware  SIS 

Misled ;  the  stubborn  only  to  subdue. 

These  growing  thoughts  my  mother  soon  perceiving. 

By  words  at  times  cast  fordi,  inly  rejoiced, 

And  said  to  me  apart,  High  are  ^y  thoughts, 

O  Son,  but  nourish  them  and  let  them  soar  930 

To  what  height  sacred  vii'tue  and  true  worth 

Can  raise  them,  though  above  example  high ; 

By  matchless  deeds  express  thy  matchless  Sire. 

For  know,  thou  art  no  son  of  mortal  man ; 

Though  men  estejem  thee  low  of  parentage,  335 

Thy  Father  is  th'  eternal  King  who  rules 

All  Heav'n  and  Earth,  angels  and  sons  of  men ; 

A  messenger  from  God  foretold  thy  birth 

Conceived  in  me  a  virgin,  he  foretold 

Thou  should'st  be  great,  and  sit  on  David's  throne. 

And  of  thy  kingdom  there  should  be  no  end.         Ml 

At  thy  nativity  a  glorious  quire 

Of  angels  in  the  fields  of  Bethlehem  sung 

To  shepherds,  watching  at  their  folds  by  night 

104.  John  avfi  ST.  aim,  |^„|j,  u,  ^^^ 
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And  told  them  the  Mesaiah  now  wan  bom. 

Where  they  might  see  him,  and  to  thee  they  eaine. 

Directed  to  the  manger,  where  thou  lay'at. 

For  in  the  inn  was  left  no  better  room : 

A  star,  not  seen  before,  in  Hear'n  appearing*. 

Guided  the  wise  men  thither  from  the  East,         250 

To  honour  thee  with  incense,  myrrh,  and  gold ; 

By  whose  bright  course  led  on,  they  found  the  place. 

Affirming  it  thy  star  new  grav'n  in  Heav'n, 

By  which  they  knew  the  King  of  Israel  bom. 

Just  Simeon  and  prophetic  Anna,  wam'd  S55 

By  vision,  found  thee  in  the  temple,  and  spake 

Before  the  altar  and  the  vested  priest, 

Like  things  of  thee  to  all  that  present  stood. 

This  having  heard,  strait  I  again  revolved 

The  Law  and  Prophets,  searching  what  was  writ  tOO 

Concerning  the  Messiah,  to  our  scribes 

Known  partly,  and  soon  found  of  whom  they  spake 

I  am ;  this  chiefly,  that  my  way  must  lie 

Through  many  a  hard  assay,  even  to  the  death. 

Ere  1  the  promLied  kingdom  can  attain,  S88 

Or  work  redemption  for  mankind,  whose  sins* 

Full  weight  must  be  transferr'd  upon  my  head. 

Yet  neither  thus  dishearten'd  or  dismay'd. 

The  time  prefix'd  1  waited,  when  behold 

The  Baptist  (of  whose  birth  1  oft  had  heard,         V9 

Not  knew  by  sight)  now  come,  who  was  to  come 

Before  Messiah  and  his  way  prepare. 

I  as  all  others  to  his  baptism  came, 

Which  I  believed  was  from  above ;  but  he 

Strait  knew  me,  and  with  loudest  voice  prodaim'd 

Me  him  (for  it  was  shewn  him  so  from  Hear'n)   S70 

Me  him  whose  harbinger  he  was,  and  first 

Refused  on  me  his  baptism  to  confer. 

As  much  his  greater,  and  was  hardly  won ; 

But  as  1  rose  out  of  the  laving  stream, 

Heav'n  open'd  her  eternal  doors,  from  whence 

The  Spirit  descended  on-me  like  a  dove ; 

And  last,  the  sum  of  all,  my  Father's  voice, 

9S5.  Lake  il.  95. 36.    .^     ,^^        . 
tru  Jesos  and  John  were  relationt  on  the  nde  of  fiMir  notben, 
bnt  havinr  been  brougrht  op  at  a  distance,  it  is  concloded  flpoai 
John  I.  3S.  that  thcT  were  penoaally  snkaowii  to  CMli  edier. 
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AttdiUy  heard  from  Hear'n,  pronounced  me  his, 

Me  hia  belu?ed  Son,  in  whom  alone 

He  was  well  pleased ;  by  which  I  knew  the  time 

Now  foil,  that  I  no  more  should  live  obscure. 

But  openly  begin,  as  best  becomes 

Th'  authority  which  I  derived  ftt>m  Heav'n. 

Aud  now  by  some  stront;  motion  I  am  led 

Into  this  wilderness,  to  what  intent 

I  leain  not  yet,  peihaps  I  need  not  know; 

For  what  concerns  my  knowledge,  God  reveals. 

So  spake  our  Morning  Star,  then  in  his  rise. 
And  looking  round  on  every  side,  beheld  SOS 

A  pathless  desert,  dusk  with  horrid  shades ; 
The  way  he  came  not  having  mark'd,  return 
Was  difficult,  by  human  steps  untrod ; 
And  he  atill  on  was  led,  but  with  such  thoughts 
Accompanied  of  things  past  and  to  come  300 

Lodged  in  his  breast,  as  well  might  recommend 
Snch  solitude  before  choicest  society. 
Pull  forty  days  he  pass'd,  whether  on  hill 
Sometimes,  anon  in  shady  vale,  each  night 
Under  the  covert  of  some  ancient  oak,  309 

Or  cedar,  to  defend  him  from  the  dew. 
Or  harbour'd  in  one  cave,  is  not  reveal'd ; 
Nor  tasted  human  food,  nor  hunger  felt, 
Till  those  days  ended,  hunger'd  then  at  last 
Among  wild  beasts :  they  at  his  sight  grew  mild,  310 
Nor  sleeping  him,  nor  waking  harm'd,  his  walk 
The  fiery  serpent  fled,  and  noxious  worm. 
The  lion  and  fierce  tiger  glared  aloof. 
But  now  an  aged  man  in  rural  weeds. 
Following,  as  seem'd,  the  quest  of  some  stray  ewe,  31S 
Or  wither'd  sticks  to  gather,  which  might  serve 
Against  a  winter's  day  when  winds  blow  keen, 
To  warm  him  wet  retum'd  from  field  at  eve, 

S88.  The  fnlnen  of  time,  Gal.  ir.  4. 
307.  JiMtin  reads,  tome  cave. 

tis.  It  tt  well  remarked,  that  the  description  here  (rfvea.  b 
ftwDded  on  a  Mght  exprenion  in  St.  Mark's  foapel,  i.  I3.in  whidi 
alone  K  i»  found.  The  various  parricnlan  mentioned,  are  ob> 
lerred  by  Warburton  to  be  beautifully  introduced,  as  intimatinf 
the  restoration  of  man's  former  state  of  secure  innocence.  fVorm 
h  a  general  term  for  reptile. 

SU.  It  is  supposed,  that  M iltoo  took  the  Idea  of  maklBf  Satan 
appear  like  aa  old  man  flrom  a  dedga  by  D.  Vinkbora. 


N 


BOOK  I. 

He  saw  approach,  -who  fint  with  curious  eye 
Perused  him,  then  with  words  thus  utter'd  spake : 

Sir,  what  ill-chance  hath  brought  thee  to  this  place. 
So  far  from  path,  or  road  of  men,  who  pass 
In  troop,  or  caravan  t  for  single  none 
Dunt  ever,  who  retum'd,  and  dropt  not  here 
His  carcase,  pined  with  hunger  and  with  drought.  32i 
I  ask.  the  rather,  and  the  more  admire. 
Pur  that  to  me  thou  seem'st  the  Man  whom  late 
Our  new  baptizing  Prophet  at  the  ford 
Of  Jordan  honoured  so,  and  call'd  thee  Son 
Of  God ;  I  saw  and  heard,  for  we  sometimes         3M 
Who  dwell  this  wild,  constrain'd  by  want,  come  forth 
To  town  or  village  nigh  (nighest  is  far) 
Where  ought  we  hear,  and  curious  are  to  hear, 
W^hat  happens  new ;  fame  also  finds  us  out. 

To  whom  the  Son  of  God :  Who  brought  me  hither. 
Will  bring  me  hence ;  no  other  guide  I  seek.        3X 

By  miracle  he  may,  reply 'd  the  swain. 
What  other  way  I  see  not,  for  we  here 
Live  on  tough  roots  and  stubs,  to  thirst  inured 
More  than  the  camel,  and  to  drink  go  far. 
Men  to  such  misery  and  hardship  bom ; 

Bat  if  thoa  be  the  Son  of  God,  command  ^^ 

That  out  of  these  hard  stones  be  made  thee  bread. 
So  sbalt  thou  save  thyself  and  us  relieve 
With  food  whereof  we  wretched  seldom  taste.      o4S 

He  ended,  and  the  Son  of  God  reply'd : 
Think'st  thou  such  force  in  bread!   Is  it  not  writtem 
(For  I  discern  thee  other  than  thou  seem'st) 
Man  lives  not  by  bread  only,  bat  each  word 
Proceeding  from  the  mouth  <^  God,  who  fed         35t 
Our  fathers  here  with  manual  in  the  mount 
Moses  was  forty  days,  nor  ate  nor  drank; 
And  forty  days  Elijah  without  food 
Wander'd  this  barren  waste ;  the  same  I  now : 
Why  dost  thoa  then  suggest  to  me  distrust,  905 

Knowing  who  I  am,  as  I  know  who  thou  art  f 

Whom  thus  answer'd  th'  Arch-fiend,  now  nndie- 
Tis  trae,  I  am  that  Spirit  nnfortonate,        [goisedi 
Who  leagraed  with  millions  more  in  rash  revdlt 
Kept  not  my  happy  station,  bat  was  driven  Mt 

With  them  from  VObb  to  tiie  hottawkwi  Amv, 
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Yet  to  that  bideotu  place  not  bo  confiiMd 

By  rigour  vnconniving,  but  that  oft 

liMiTing  my  dolorous  prison,  I  enjoy 

Large  liberty  to  round  this  globe  of  earth. 

Or  rang^  in  th'  air,  nor  from  the  Heav'n  el  HeaT'n* 

Hath  he  excluded  my  resort  sometimes. 

1  came  among  the  sons  of  God,  when  he 

Gave  up  into  my  hands  Uzzean  Job 

To  prove  him,  and  iUustrate  his  high  worth ;        37t 

And  when  to  all  his  angels  he  proposed 

To  draw  the  proud  king  Ahab  into  fraud 

That  he  might  fall  in  Ramoth,  they  demurring, 

I  undertook,  that  office,  and  the  tongues 

Of  all  his  flatf  ring  prophets  glibb'd  with  lies       376 

To  his  destruction,  as  I  had  in  charge. 

For  what  he  bids  I  do :  though  I  have  lost 

Much  lustre  of  my  native  brightness,  lost 

To  be  beloved  of  God,  I  have  not  lost 

To  love,  at  least  contemplate  and  admire,  3M 

What  I  see  excellent  in  good,  or  fair. 

Or  virtuous,  I  should  so  have  lost  all  sense. 

What  can  be  then  less  in  me  than  desire 

To  sec  thee  and  approach  thee,  whom  I  know 

DecUiriMl  tbe  Son  of  God,  to  hear  attent  385 

Thy  widdom,  and  behold  thy  godlike  deeds  1 

Men  generally  think  me  such  a  foe 

To  all  mankind :  why  should  1 1  they  to  me 

Never  did  wrong  or  violence  ;  by  them 

I  lost  not  what  I  lost,  rather  by  them  3M 

I  gain'd  what  I  have  gain'd,  and  with  them  dwell 

Copartner  in  these  regions  of  tbe  world. 

If  not  disposer,  lend  them  oft  my  aid. 

Oft  my  advice  by  presages  and  signs, 

And  answers,  oracles,  portents  and  dreams,  393 

Whereby  they  may  direct  their  future  life. 

Envy  they  say  excites  me,  thus  to  gain 

Companions  of  my  misery  and  woe. 

At  first  it  may  be ;  but  long  since  with  woe 

Nearer  acquainted,  now  I  fed  by  proof, 

niat  Mlowship  in  pain  divides  not  smart, 

_  368.  Job  i. «. 

9n»  Fvtud  i  miflchlef.  so  used  in  IV.  iMtt,  Is.  Ml^ 

Se«  1  Kings  xzU.  W. 
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Nor  lightens  Ought  each  man's  peculiar  load. 
Small  consolation  then,  were  man  adjoin'd : 
This  wounds  me  most  (what  can  it  lessf)  that  man, 
Man  fall'n,  shall  be  restored,  I  never  more.  4M 

To  whom  our  Saviour  sternly  thus  reply'd : 
Deservedly  thou  grier'st,  composed  of  lies 
Prom  the  beginning,  and  in  lies  wilt  end; 
Who  boast'st  release  from  Hell,  and  leave  to  come 
Into  the  Heav'n  of  Heav'ns :  thou  com'st  indeed,  410 
As  a  poor  miserable  captive  thrall 
Comes  to  the  place  where  he  before  had  sat 
Among  the  prime  in  splendour,  now  deposed. 
Ejected,  emptied,  gazed,  nnpitied,  shunn'd, 
A  spectacle  of  ruin  or  of  scorn  41S 

To  all  the  host  of  Heav'n :  the  happy  place 
Imparts  to  thee  no  happiness,  no  joy. 
Rather  inflames  thy  torment,  representing 
Lost  bliss,  to  thee  no  more  communicable. 
So  never  more  in  Hell  than  when  in  Heav'n.       410 
But  thou  art  serviceable  to  Heav'n's  King. 
Wilt  thou  impute  t'  obedience  what  thy  ^ear 
Extorts,  or  pleasure  to  do  ill  excites  ? 
What  but  thy  malice  moved  thee  to  misdeem 
Of  righteous  Job,  then  cruelly  to'  afllict  him         ttS 
With  all  inflictions?  but  his  patience  won. 
The  other  service  was  thy  chosen  task. 
To  be  a  liar  in  four  hundred  mouths ; 
For  lying  is  thy  sustenance,  thy  food. 
Yet  thou  pretend'st  to  truth ;  all  oracles  430 

By  thee  are  given,  and  what  confess'd  more  true 
Among  the  nations  f  that  hath  been  thy  craft. 
By  mixing  somewhat  true  to  vent  more  lies. 
But  what  have  been  thy  answers,  what  but  dark. 
Ambiguous,  and  with  double  sense  deluding,        43f 

403.  The  word  man  here,  la  not  employed  by  Satan  In  oon- 
nexion  with  his  own  penon,  but  so  u  to  make  the  passage  best 
the  followinf  meaning:  I  now  know  by  experience,  that  men  by 
suffering  in  maltitudes  have  not  the  Im*  sense  of  suffering,  ana 
therefore  that  if  Joinfl  with  me,  they  could  not  alleviate  nuae. 
417.  ImportSt  in  several  editions. 

434.  The  ambiguity  oi  the  ancient  oracle*  in  the  answers  thn 

Sve  Is  well  known,  and  it  is  most  probable  that  Satan  workea 
I  destruction  of  nis  votaries  as  onen  as  their  auoceas.  It  is 
supposed  by  several  writers  on  the  subject  that  when  true  answtrs 
were  retncned,  a.BWMl  angel  was  tent  br  God  to  iweride  t  se 
llDe447. 
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Which  they  who  aak'd  haTe  seldom  nndentood» 

And  not  well  understood,  as  good  not  known  t 

Whoever  by  consolting  at  thy  shrine 

Retum'd  the  wiser,  or  the  more  instmet 

To  fly  or  foUow  what  concem'd  him  most,  4il 

And  run  not  sooner  to  his  fatal  snare  f 

For  God  hath  justly  given  the  nations  up 

To  thy  delusions ;  justly  since  they  fell 

Idolatrous :  but  when  his  purpose  is 

Among  them  to  declare  his  providence  44S 

To  thee  not  known,  whence  hast  thou  then  thy  tmtht 

But  from  him  or  his  Angels  president 

In  every  province ;  who  themselves  disdaining 

To  approach  thy  temples,  give  thee  in  command 

What  to  the  smallest  tittle  thou  shalt  say  4A 

To  thy  adorers :  thou  with  trembling  fear. 

Or  like  a  fawning  parasite,  obey'st ; 

Then  to  thyself  ascrib'st  the  truth  foretold. 

But  this  thy  glory  shall  be  soon  retrench'd ; 

No  more  shalt  thou  by  oracling  abuse  4S5 

The  Gentiles ;  henceforth  oracles  are  ceased. 

And  thou  no  more  with  pomp  and  sacrifice 

Shalt  be  inquired  at  Delphos  or  elsewhere. 

At  least  in  vain,  for  they  shall  find  thee  mute. 

God  hath  now  sent  his  Living  Oracle  480 

Into  the  world  to  teach  his  final  will. 

And  sends  his  Spirit  of  Truth  henceforth  to  dwell 

In  pious  hearts,  an  inward  oracle 

To  all  truth  requisite  for  men  to  know. 

So  spake  our  Saviour,  but  the  subtle  Fiend,       4U 
Though  inly  stung  with  anger  and  disdain 
Dissembled,  and  this  answer  smooth  retum'd : 

Sharply  thou,  hast  insisted  on  rebuke. 
And  urg^d  me  hard  with  doings,  which  not  will 
But  misery  hath  wrested  from  me :  where  170 

Easily  canst  thou  find  one  miserable. 
And  not  enforced  oft-times  to  part  from  truth ; 
If  it  may  stand  him  more  in  stead  to  lie. 
Say  and  unsay,  feigrn,  flatter,  or  abjure  t 
But  thou  art  placed  above  me,  thou  art  Lord,       479 
From  thee  I  can,  and  must,  submiss  endure 

4M.  Delphot  was  the  teat  of  the  most  celebrated  oncls 
known  In  ancient  Umes. 
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Check  or  reproof,  and  glad  to  'scape  lo  qph. 

Hard  are  the  ways  of  Trath,  and  roagh  to  walk. 

Smooth  on  the  ton^e  diaoonrsedt  pleasing  to  th*  eai^ 

And  tuneable  as  sylvan  pijM  or  song ;  480 

What  wonder  then  if  I  delight  to  hear 

Her  dictates  from  thy  mouth  1  most  men  admire 

Virtue,  who  follow  not  her  lore ;  permit  me 

To  hear  thee  when  I  come  (since  no  man  comes). 

And  talk  at  least,  though  I  despair  to*  attain.       48S 

Thy  Father,  who  is  holy,  wise  and'pure. 

Suffers  the  hypocrite,  or  atheous  priest. 

To  tread  his  sacred  courts,  and  minister 

About  his  altar,  handling  holy  things. 

Praying  or  vowing,  and  Toudisafed  his  roice       4M 

To  Balaam  reprol^ate,  a  prophet  yet 

Inspired ;  disdain  not  such  access  to  me. 

To  whom  our  Saviour  with  unaltered  brow : 
Thy  coming  hither,  though  I  know  thy  aeofpe, 
I  bid  not  or  forbid ;  do  as  thou  find'st  4M 

Permission  from  above ;  thou  canst  not  more* 

He  added  not ;  and  Satan  bowing  low 
His  grey  dissimulation,  disappear'd 
Into  thin  air  diffused  :  for  now  began 
Night  with  her  sullen  wings  to  double  shade        M» 
The  desert ;  fowls  in  their  clay  nests  were  cooehM ; 
Jkmd  now  wild  beaets  came  forth  the  woods  to 
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THE  ARGUMENT. 

Tlw  dlKiplet  of  Jems,  anewy  «t  hit  lonf  thaeactt 

':  thcmaelves  concerning  ft.    Mary  also  ^ves  vent  to  her 

I  uudety;  In  the  expretslon  of  which  the  recwoitalttet 

jy  circamstatices  respectinr  the  birth  and  early  life  of  ner  Soa. 

latan  again  meets  his  infei  nal  council,  repot  ts  the  bad  saccesa  of 
Mf  flrat  temptation  of  oar  blessed  Lord,  and  calls  apon  them  for 
cooncil  and  assiitauice.  lielial  pronoees  the  temptinsr  of  Jeaai 
with  women.  Satan  rebulces  Belial  (or  his  dissoluteness,  cliarg^nf 
on  him  all  tlie  proflij^acy  of  that  kind  ascribed  by  the  poets  to  th« 
heathen  fods,  and  rejects  his  proposal  as  in  no  respect  likely  to 
■ocoeed.  SaUn  then  sugeests  other  modes  of  temptation,  parti* 
colsriy  proposintr  to  avul  himself  of  the  drcnmstance  of  our 
Lord's  han^ringf ;  and,  taking  a  band  of  chosen  spirits  with  blSy 
retmrns  to  resume  his  enterprise.  Jesus  hungers  in  the  desert. 
Night  comes  on ;  the  manner''in  which  our  Sariour  passes  the 
night  i*  described.  Morniog  advances.  Satan  ag-.tin  appears  to 
Jesus,  and,  after  expressing  wonder  that  he  should  be  so  entirely 

a  fleeted  in  the  wilderness,  where  others  had  been  miraculously 
,  teimits  him  with  a  sumptuous  banquet  of  the  most  luxurious 
Und.  This  he  rejects,  and  the  banquet  vanishes.  Satan,  fiuding 
our  Lord  not  to  he  assailed  on  the  ground  of  appetite,  tempts  hint 
•Min  by  offering  liim  riches,  as  the  means  of  acquiring  power : 
Qua  Jesus  also  rejects,  producing  many  instances  of  irreut  actioRS 
performed  by  persons  under  virtuous  poverty,  and  specifying  the 
ienger  of  riches,  and  the  cares  and  pains  inseparable  from  power 
Md  freatneaa. 

Mkan  while  the  new-haptized,  who  yet  remain'd 
At  Jordan  with  the  Baptist,  and  had  seen 
Him  whom  they  heard  so  late  expressly  call'd 
Jeans  Messiah,  Son  of  God  declared, 
And  on  that  high  authority  had  believed,  9 

And  with  him  talk'd,  and  with  him  lodged,  I  mean 
Andrew  and  Simon,  famous  after  known. 
With  others,  though  in  Holy  Writ  not  named. 
Now  missing  him  their  joy  so  lately  found. 
So  lately  found,  and  so  abruptly  gone,  10 

Began  to  doubt,  and  doubted  many  days, 
And  as  the  days  increased,  increased  their  doubt : 
Sometimes  they  tLought  he  might  be  only  shewn, 

1.  The  almost  only  variety  In  the  work  Is  In  the  commencement 
of  thla  book,  but  it  is  very  slight,  and  can  hardly  save  the  poem 
fhMn  die  charge  of  being  too  nnifonn  in  lis  narrative  and  in  the 
■nomamented  style  of  its  language 

4.  Warburton  has  observed,  that  Mnton  is  under  error  here,  at 
iw  people  could  only  have  learnt  Arom  what  John  bad  said,  tlial 
IcMB  was  a  great  prophet. 
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And  for  a  time  caught  up  to  Goi,  ac  one* 

Moses  was  in  the  mount,  and  nisnng  long ;  U 

And  the  great  Thisbite,  who  on  fiery  wheels 

Rode  up  to  HeaT'n,  yet  once  again  to  come* 

Therefore,  as  those  young  prophets  then  with  care 

Sought  lost  Elijah,  so  in  each  place  these 

Nigh  to  Bethabara ;  in  Jericho  9§ 

The  city  of  Palms,  .£nom,  and  Salem  old, 

Machanrns,  and  each  town  or  city  wall'd 

On  this  side  the  broad  lake  Genezaret, 

Or  in  Persea ;  but  retum'd  in  vain. 

Then  on  the  bank  of  Jordan,  by  a  creek,  SS 

Where  winds  with  reeds  and  osiers  whisp'rmg  playt 

Plain  fishermen,  no  greater  men  them  call. 

Close  in  a  cottage  low  together  got. 

Their  unexpected  loss  and  plaints  outbreath'd. 

Alas,  from  what  high  hope  to  what  relapse         M 
Unlook'd-for  are  we  fallen !  our  eyes  beheld 
Messiah  certainly  now  come,  so  long 
Expected  of  our  fathers ;  we  hare  heard 
His  words,  his  wisdom,  full  of  grace  and  truth; 
Now,  now,  for  sure,  deliverance  is  at  hand,  Sf 

The  kingdom  shall  to  Israel  be  restored  ; 
Thus  we  rejoiced,  but  soon  our  joy  is  tum'd 
Into  perplexity  and  new  amaze : 
For  whither  is  he  gone,  what  accident 
Hath  wrapt  him  from  us  1  will  he  now  retire  4i 

After  appearance,  and  again  prolong 
Our  expectation  1    God  of  Israel, 
Send  thy  Messiah  forth  the  time  is  come ; 
Behold  the  kings  of  th*  earth  how  they  opinress 
Thy  chosen,  to  what  hci^^ht  their  power  unjust      41 
They  have  exalted,  and  bt  hind  them  cast 
All  fear  of  thee ;  arise  and  vindicate 
Thy  glory,  free  thy  people  from  their  yoke. 
But  let  us  wait ;  thus  far  he  hath  performed. 
Sent  his  Anointed,  and  to  us  reresil'd  him,  M 

By  his  gnreat  Prophet,  pointed  at  and  shewn 

K.  1  King*  xvU.  1.  18.  3  Klon  ii.  17. 

St.  Mmekmnut  a  castle  In  the  coantrjr  beyoua  Jordan, 

Penea. 
.  tS.  Oenexoreti  the  Mme  &■  the  sea  of  Tiberias,  or  the 
sea  of  Galilee. 
S4.  John  k  14.  06.  Acta  L  •• 
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In  pabUe,  and  with  him  we  have  conrerMd  ; 

Ltt  or  be  glad  of  this,  and  all  our  lean 

Lay  on  hie  Proridence ;  he  will  not  fiUI, 

Nor  wiU  withdraw  him  now,  nor  will  recall,  flb 

Mock  na  with  his  blest  sight,  then  snatch  him  heaoe ; 

Soon  shall  we  see  oar  Hope,  onr  Joy,  return. 

Thus  they  out  of  their  plaints  new  hopes  reswme. 
To  ind  whom  at  the  first  they  found  nnsovgfac : 
But  to  his  mother  Mary,  when  she  saw  W 

Others  retom'd  from  baptism,  not  her  son, 
Vor  left  at  Jordan  tidings  of  him  none,  [pw* 

Within  her  breast  though  calm,  her  breast  tikough 
MaCherly  cares  and  fears  got  head,  and  raised 
Some  treoUed  thoughts,  which  she  in  sighs  thus  clad: 

O  what  avails  me  now  that  honour  high  M 

To  hare  conceived  of  God,  or  tiiat  salute. 
Hail,  highly  fayour'd,  among  women  blest ! 
While  I  to  sorrows  am  no  less  advanced, 
jLnd  fears  as  eminent,  above  the  lot  79 

Of  other  women,  by  the  birth  I  bore. 
In  such  a  season  bom  when  scarce  a  shed 
CSoold  be  obtain'd  to  shelter  him  or  me 
From  the  bleak  air ;  a  stable  was  onr  warmth, 
A  manger  his  :  yet  soon  enforced  to  fly  75 

Thence  into  Egypt,  till  the  murd'rous  king 
Were  dead,  who  sought  bis  Ufe,  and  missing  fill'd 
With  infant  blood  the  streets  of  Bethlehem  ; 
From  Eg^ypt  home  retum'd  in  Nazareth 
Hath  be^  our  dwelling  many  years,  his  life  80 

Private,  unactive,  calm,  contemplative, 
little  suspicious  to  any  king ;  but  now 
Full  gprown  to  man,  acknowledged,  as  I  hear. 
By  John  the  Baptist,  and  in  public  shewn. 
Son  own'd  from  Heaven  by  his  Father  s  •<  -^ce;      R0 
I  look'd  for  some  grreat  change ;  to  honour  t  da 
But  trouble ;  as  old  Simeon  plain  foretold. 
That  to  the  fall  and  rising  he  should  be 
Of  many  in  Israel,  and  to  a  sign 
Spoken  agrainst,  that  through  n»y  very  soul  M 

A  sword  shall  pierce :  this  is  ary  favour'd  lot, 
My  exaltation  to  afflictions  high  1 

^  Ikumrttk  WW  in  Galilee,  a  detfkti  part  of  tbe  esaatff  t 
hence  Jolu  L  4t> 
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Aflicted  I  may  be,  it  seems,  and  blest ; 

I  will  not  argfue  that,  nor  vrill  repine : 

But  where  delays  he  now  f  some  gpreat  intent        M 

Conceals  him :  when  twelve  years  he  scarce  had  seen* 

I  lost  him,  but  so  found,  as  well  I  saw 

He  could  not  lose  himself ;  but  went  about 

His  father's  business  ;  what  he  meant  I  musedf 

Since  understand  :  much  more  his  absence  now  lOV 

Thus  long  to  some  great  purpose  he  obscures. 

But  I  to  wait  with  patience  am  inured ; 

My  heart  hath  been  a  store-house  long  of  things 

And  say'ings  laid  up,  portending  strange  eTents. 

Thus  Mary  pond'ring  oft,  and  oft  to  mind  IM 

Recalling  what  remarkably  had  pass'd 
Since  first  her  salutation  heard,  with  thoughts 
Meekly  composed,  awaited  the  fulfilling ; 
The  while  her  Son,  tracing  the  desert  wild. 
Sole,  but  with  holiest  meditations  fed,  110 

Into  himself  descended,  and  at  once 
All  his  great  work  to  come  before  him  set ; 
How  to  beg^,  how  to  accomplish  best 
His  end  of  being  on  earth,  and  mission  high : 
For  Satan  with  sly  preface  to  return  11 

Had  left  him  vacant,  and  with  speed  ms  gone 
Up  to  the  middle  region  of  thick  air, 
Where  all  his  potentates  in  council  sat ; 
There  without  sign  of  boast,  or  sign  of  joy. 
Solicitous  and  blank,  he  thus  began:  IM 

Princes,  Heav'n's  ancient  Sons,  ethereal  Thrones, 
Demonian  Spirits  now,  from  th'  element 
Each  of  his  reign  allotted,  rightlier  call'd 
Powers  of  Fire,  Air,  Water,  and  Earth  beneath, 
S)  may  we  hold  our  place  and  these  mild  seats    ISS 
Without  new  trouble ;  such  an  enemy 
Is  risen  to  invade  us,  who  no  less 
Threatens  than  our  expulsion  down  to  Hell ; 

lOS.  The  character  (k  Mary,  thou^^h  It  can  be  hardly  consldersd 
w  described.  U  finely  tbuched.    The  allusion  hf  re  is  to  Luke  lb 

10.  SI. 

IM.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  anciente,  that  every  demeniSS 
well  as  every  corner  of  the  earth  bad  its  pecsliar  demons.  The 
Mue  opinion  appears  to  hare  been  upheld  durinr  the  middle 
aires,  and  Milton,  it  is  supposed,  borrowed  manv  of  his  notloas 
nom  the  strange  and  loystical  worka  fhicb  were  formerly  wrttMi 
ea  the  Mldset. 
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I,  M  I  undertook.,  and  with  the  vot« 

Consenting  in  full  frequence  was  impower'd>        19t 

HaTe  found  him,  -view'd  him»  tasted  him,  but  ial 

Far  other  labour  to  be  undergone 

Than  when  I  dealt  with  Adam,  first  of  men. 

Though  Adam  by  his  wife's  allurement  fell, 

Howerer  to  this  Man  inferior  far,  IM 

If  he  be  man  by  mother's  side  at  least. 

With  more  than  human  gifts  from  HeaT'n  adom'd. 

Perfections  absolute,  graces  divine. 

And  amplitude  of  mind  to  greatest  deeds ; 

Therefore  I  am  retum'd,  lest  confidence  14t 

Of  my  success  with  Eve  in  Paradise 

Beceive  ye  to  persuasion  over-sure 

Of  like  succeeding  here  ;  I  summon  all 

Rather  to  be  in  readiness,  with  hand 

Or  council  to  assist:  lest  I,  who  erst  145 

Thought  none  my  equal,  now  be  over-match *d. 

So  spake  th'  old  Serpent  doubting-,  and  from  all 
With  clamour  was  asMured  their  utmost  aid 
At  his  command ;  when  from  amidst  them  rose 
Belial,  the  dissolutest  spirit  that  fell,  150 

The  sensualest,  and,  after  Asmodai, 
The  fleshliest  incubus,  and  thus  advised : 

Set  women  in  his  eye,  and  in  his  walk. 
Among  daughters  of  men,  the  fairest  found  *, 
Many  are  in  each  region  passing  fair  I9S 

As  the  noon  sky :  more  like  to  troddesses 
Than  mortal  creatures,  graceful  and  discreet. 
Expert  in  amorous  arts,  enchanting  tongues 
Persuasive,  virgin  majesty  with  mild 
And  sweet  allay'd,  yet  teiTible  to'  approach,  100 

SkiU'd  to  retire,  and  in  retiring  draw 
Hearts  after  them  tangled  in  amorous  nets. 
Such  object  hath  the  power  to  soften  and  tame 
Severest  temper,  smooth  the  rugged'st  brow, 
Enerve,  and  with  voluptuous  hope  dissolve,  IOC 

Draw  out  with  credulous  desire,  and  lead 
At  will  the  manliest,  resolutest  breast. 
As  the  magnetic  hardest  iron  draws. 
Women,  when  nothing  else,  beguiled  the  heart 

16S.  Magnetic  i  the  si^ective  for  the  «abalsDtlTe,  ••  fai 
iMttnccs  {xtfotcd  oat  hi  the  Par.  Loit. 
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Of  wisest  Solomon^  and  made  him  build,  170 

And  made  him  bow,  to  the  gods  of  his  wi?e«. 

To  whom  quick  answer  Satan  thus  retura'd: 
Belial,  in  much  uneven  scale  thou  weigh'st 
All  others  by  thyself;  because  of  old 
Thou  thyself  doat'dst  on  womankind,  admiring     17fl 
Their  shape,  their  colour,  and  attractive  giaoe. 
None  are,  thou  thluk'st,  but  taken  with  such  tarym. 
Before  the  flood  thou  with  thy  lusty  crew. 
False  titled  Sons  of  €rod,  roaming  the  earth 
Cast  wanton  eyes  on  the  daughters  of  men,  IM 

And  coupled  with  them,  and  begot  a  race. 
Have  we  not  seen,  or  by  relation  heard. 
In  courts  and  regal  chambers  how  thou  lurk'^. 
In  wood  or  grove  by  mossy  fountain  side. 
In  valley  or  green  meadow,  to  way-lay 
Some  beauty  rare,  Calisto,  Clymene^ 
Daphne,  or  Semele,  Antiopa, 
Or  Amymone,  Syrinx^  many  more 
Too  long,  then  lay'st  thy  'scapes  on  names  adeved, 
Apollo,  Neptune,  Jupiter,  or  Pan, 
Satyr,  or  Faun,  or  Sylvan?    But  these  haunts 
Delight  not  all ;  among  the  sons  of  men. 
How  many  haVe  with  a  smile  made  small  acooimt 
Of  Beauty  and  her  lures,  easily  scom'd 
All  her  assaults,  on  worthier  things  iateat  f  IM 

Remember  that  Pellean  conqueror, 
A  youth,  how  all  the  beauties  of  the  Blast 
He  slightly  view'd,  and  slightly  overpass'd; 
How  he  sumamed  of  Africa  dismiss'd 
In  his  prime  youth  the  fair  Iberian  maid.  110 

For  Solomon,  he  lived  at  ease,  and  full 
Of  honour,  wealth,  high  fare,  aim'd  not  beyond 
Higher  design  than  to  enjoy  his  state  ; 
Thence  to  the  bait  of  women  lay  exposed : 
But  he  whom  we  attempt  is  wiser  far  Mft 

Than  Solomon,  of  more  exalted  mind, 

178.  Mtlton  here  appeani  to  favour  the  coidibmi  notton  of  llie 
angeU  haviiM^  aniicd  with  the  daughters  of  men,  but  he  esptciHS 
acontranr  opmion.  Par.  Lost,  xi.  621. 

liM.  Alexander  the  Great,  born  at  Pella,  in  Macedeoia:  fefs 
conduct  toward*  the  wife  and  dauf^hters  of  Darius  was  diftiB> 
ftilihed  Tor  continency :— ea  wa*  Scipio'a,  aurnaiDed  AMeaaa^ 
•aasiiniterflccMf**.  * 
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Made  and  set  wholly  on  th'  accompIUhmeaft 

Of  greatest  things ;  what  woLtan  will  jo\k  Ikad, 

Though  of  this  age  the  wonder  and  the  fame. 

On  whom  his  leisure  will  vouchsafe  an  eye  11^' 

Of  fond  desire  ?    Or  should  she,  confident. 

As  sitting  queen  adored  on  Beauty's  throne. 

Descend  with  all  her  winning  charms  hegirt 

To'  enamour,  as  the  zone  of  Venus  once 

Wrought  that  effect  on  JoTe»  so  fables  tell ;  lU 

Bow  would  one  look  from  his  majestic  brow. 

Seated  as  on  the  top  of  Virtue's  hill, 

Discount'nance  her  despised,  and  put  to  rout 

All  her  array ;  her  female  pride  deject, 

Or  torn  to  reverent  awe  ;  for  Beauty  stands         SW 

In  th'  admiration  only  of  weak  minds 

Led  captive ;  cease  to'  admire,  and  all  her  plumee 

Fall  flat,  and  shrink  into  a  trivial  toy. 

At  every  sudden  slighting  quite  abash 'd : 

Therefore  with  manlier  objects  we  must  try  2S9 

His  constancy,  with  such  as  have  more  show 

Of  worth,  of  honour,  glory',  and  popular  praise ; 

Rocks  whereon  greatest  men  have  oftest  wreck'd ; 

Or  that  which  only  seems  to  satisfy 

Lawful  desires  of  Nature,  not  beyond ;  SM 

And  now  I  know  he  hungers  where  no  food 

Is  to  be  found,  in  the  wide  wilderness: 

The  rest  commit  to  me,  I  shall  let  pass 

No  advantage,  and  his  strength  as  oft  assay. 

He  ceased,  and  heard  their  grant  in  loud  acclaim ; 
Then  forthwith  to  him  takes  a  chosen  band  936 

Of  spirits  likest  to  himself  in  g^ile 
To  be  at  hand,  and  at  his  beck  appear. 
If  cause  were  to  unfold  some  active  scene 
Of  various  persons,  each  to  know  his  part ,  M0 

Then  to  tne  desert  takes  with  these  his  flight ; 
Where  still  from  shade  to  shade  the  Son  of  God 
After  forty  days'  fasting  had  remain*d. 
Now  huBg'ring  first,  and  to  himself  thus  said : 

Where  will  this  end  ?  four  times  ten  days  I've  pass'd 
Wand 'ring  this  woody  maze,  and  human  food 
Nor  tasted,  nor  had  appetite  ;  that  fast 

M4.  Aa  hiaecuracv  haa  been  poiated  oat  in  this  Uae^  as  evr 
Saviour  did  uol  now  first  hiu»Ker. 
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Of  7h>t  I  ■ulfer  litre  ;  if  N»nini  niEd  nol, 

Of  Boa  tappon  N.lnre  »ithom  repast 

rhoLiBt  neediriK,  whut  praiM  ii  it  lo  *ii<lun  t 

But  aaw  1  feel  1  hunger,  which  deelarel 

Thmi^  hun^r  Itill  remain  :  K  it  reniun 

IM 

WithDut  ihi>  bodr''  ■ufang,  I  cmtenc  me. 

And  from  the  HinK  of  fitninp  fcir  no  ll»rtB, 

Nof  n.ind  it,  ted  with  betlsr  Ihoughtt  tb«  feed 

Me  hiu.K'ring  mare  lo  dn  my  Falher'l  will. 

It  WBJ  Uie  hour  of  nighl,  whin  thm  the  Son 

Under  the  hojpitable  covert  Digh 

And  dream 'd  u  ■ppeclte  is  wont  u  dreoa., 

Kim  ihon^ht,  h<  by  the  brook  of  Cheriih  uood, 

tan 

And  saw  the  nTcua  with  their  humv  heaki 

Pood  to  EUjih  bringing  eien  und  mom. 

hcj 

He  uw  the  pmphct  Blw  how  he  fled           [hroo 

ht; 

Into  the  deiert,  and  how  there  he  ilept 

Under  a  jnniirer :  (Uen  how  nw.kcd 

He  found  bU  .upper  on  the  couli  prepared. 

And  by  the  angel  wai  bid  Hie  lod  ent, 

Theatren^tlh  whereoreiltto^dhimfoKydayi; 

Sometimes  (hut  with  Hlijih  be  punook, 

Or  u  ■  suest  with  D^iel  ut  hii  puUe. 

Thm  wire  out  night,  soil  nuw  the  herald  lirk 

lieft  his  gronnd-mK,  high  tow 'ring  to  dwcry 

18» 

The  Hum',  .ppra^h,  »>d  greBt  her  with  bl«»ng.                             || 

4.  llRhU,  (mm  hi.  KTUiy  roncta  npn»e 

Futing  he  went  to  sleep,  ond  railing  waked  ; 

Frem  wboae  high  top  to  ken  the  praapeet  round 

tf  cottage  wen  in  ilew,  sheep-cote  or  herd ; 

«>.«i-(*~,»l,.j™^i£.U|o.rtt.    lEkapm. 

^ 
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But  cottage,  herd,  or  sheefhcute  none  he  saw 

Only*  in  a  bottom  saw  a  pleasant  grove. 

With  chaunt  of  tuneful  birds  resounding;  load ;     IM 

Thither  he  bent  his  way,  determined  there 

To  rest  at  noon,  and  cnter'd  soon  the  shade 

High  rooft,  and  walks  beneath,  and  alleys  broynit 

That  open'd  in  the  midst  a  woody  scene  ; 

Nature's  own  work,  it  seem'd  (Nature  taught  Art) 

And  to  a  superstitious  eye  the  haunt  8M 

Of  wood-gods  and  wood-nymphs ;  he  view'd  it  round. 

When  suddenly  a  man  before  him  stood. 

Not  rustic  as  before,  but  seemlier  clad, 

As  one  in  city'  or  court,  or  palace  bred,  300 

And  with  fair  speech  these  words  to  him  address'd : 

With  granted  leave  officious  I  return. 
But  much  more  wonder  that  the  Son  of  God 
In  this  wild  solitude  so  long  should  bide 
Of  all  things  destitute,  and  well  I  know  SOS 

Not  widiout  hunger.    Others  of  some  notet 
As  story  tells,  have  trod  this  wilderness ; 
The  fiigitiTe  bond-woman  with  her  son         « 
Onteairt  Nebaioth,  yet  found  here  relief 
By  a  providing  angel ;  all  the  race  310 

Of  Israel  here  had  famish'd,  had  not  God 
Rain'd  from  Hea/'n  manna  ;  and  that  prophet  bold 
Native  of  Thebez,  wand'ring  here  was  fed 
Twice  by  a  voice  inviting  him  to  eat : 
Of  thee  these  forty  days  none  hath  regard,  315 

Forty  and  more  deserted  here  indeed. 

To  whom  thus  Jesus:  What  couclud'st  thou  hence t 
They  all  had  need,  I,  as  thou  seest,  have  none. 

How  hast  thou  hunger  then?  Satan  replied: 
Ten  me,  if  food  were  now  before  thee  set,  SM 

Would'st  thou  not  eat?  Thereafter  as  I  like 
The  giver,  answer'd  Jesus.    Why  should  that 
Cause  thy  refusal  ?  said  the  subtle  fiend. 
Hast  thou  not  right  to  all  created  things  t 
Owe  not  all  creatures  by  just  right  to  thee  SSf 

aoe.  Gen.  xvi.  6.    Nebaioth  was  the  eldest  son  of  Ishmaelt 

and  It  is  supposed  Is  here  put  by  mistake  for  ttieJstter. 
913.  Thebex,  Tishbe.  where  Elijah  was  born,  bence  tKe  allusloai 
The  wiUemesB  in  which  our  Saviour  was  at  this  time,  was  not 
the  aaoM  with  thosa  in  which  Hafar,  Uc  are  represented  as  \ 
4«riafr 
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ITucy  and  service  not  to  stay  till  bid. 

But  tender  all  their  power?  nor  mention  1 

Meats  by  the  law  unclean,  or  offer'd  first 

To  idols,  those  young  Daniel  could  refuse ; 

Nor  profier'd  by  an  enemy,  though  who  Bd9 

Would  scruple  that,  with  want  oppresa'd  7  Behold, 

Nature  ashamed,  or,  better  to  express. 

Troubled  that  thou  shouldst  hunger,  hath  pvrrey'd 

From  all  the  elements  her  choicest  stort 

To  treat  thee  as  beseems,  and  as  her  Lord,  3% 

With  honour:  only  deign  to  sit  and  eat. 

He  spake  no  dream,  for  as  his  words  had  end. 
Our  Saviour  lifting  up  his  eyes  beheld 
In  ample  space  under  the  broadest  shade 
A  table  richly  spread,  in  regal  mode,  340 

With  dishes  piled,  and  meats  of  noblest  sort 
And  savour,  beasts  of  chase,  or  fowl  of  game. 
In  pastry  built,  or  from  the  spit,  or  boil'd, 
Gris-amber-steam'd  ;  all  fish  from  sea  or  shore. 
Freshet,  or  purling  brook,  of  shell  or  fin,  345 

And  exquisitest  name,  for  which  was  drain 'd 
Pontus,  and  Lucrine  bay,  and  Afric  coast. 
Alas !  how  simple,  to  these  cates  compared. 
Was  that  crude  apple  that  diverted  Eve  I 
And  at  a  stately  side-board,  by  the  wine  SAO 

That  fragrant  smell  diffused,  in  order  stood 
Tall  stripling  youths  rich  clad,  of  fairer  hue 
Than  Ganymed  or  Hylas  ;  distant  more 
Under  the  trees  now  tripp'd,  now  solemn  stood. 
Nymphs  of  Diana's  train,  and  Naiades,  355 

With  fruits  and  flow'rs  from  Amalthea's  horn, 
And  ladies  of  th'  Hesperides,  that  seem'd 
Fairer  than  feign 'd  of  old,  or  fabled  since 
Of  faery  damsels  met  in  forest  wide 
By  knights  of  Logres,  or  of  Lyones,  369 

Lancelot,  or  Pelleas,  or  Pellenore : 
And  all  the  while  harmonious  airs  were  heard 
Of  chiming  strings,  or  charming  pipes,  and  winds 
Of  gentlest  gale  Arabian  odours  fanned  ■ 

314.  OrU-ambeTf  Amber^  wm  rormerly  oied  to  icreat  excesi 
In  the  flivoaring  of  certain  dlsh«t. 

947.  The  place*  here  mentioned  irere  ftmoui  u  tntlqidtjr  iof 
thdrMi. 

»49.  Diverted^  In  the  Latin  icnae,  nimed  aside. 
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From  their  soft  wings,  and  Flora's  earlieirt  smaOs. 
Such  was  the  sidendour,  and  the  Tempter  now 
His  invitation  earnestly  renewed. 

What  doubts  the  Sou  of  God  to  sit  and  eati 
These  are  not  fruits  forbidden  ;  no  interdict 
Defends  the  touching  of  these  viands  pure ; 
Their  taste  no  knowledge  works,  at  least  of  OTil, 
But  life  preserves,  destroys  life's  enemy, 
Hunger,  with  sweet  restorative  delight. 
All  these  are  spirits  of  air,  and  woods,  and  springs. 
Thy  gentle  ministers,  who  come  to  pay  Sf9 

Thee  homage,  and  acknowledge  thee  their  Lord : 
What  doubt'dt  thou.  Son  of  Godf  sit  down  and  eat. 

To  whom  thus  Jesus  tenip'rately  reply'd  : 
Said'st  thou  not  that  to  all  things  1  had  right? 
And  who  withholds  my  power  that  right  to  usel  389 
Shall  I  receive  by  gift  what  of  my  own. 
When  and  where  likes  me  best,  I  can  command  1 
I  can  at  will,  doubt  not,  as  soon  as  thou. 
Command  a  table  in  this  wilderness, 
And  call  swift  flights  of  angels  ministrant  385 

Array'd  in  glory  on  my  cup  to'  attend  : 
Why  shouldst  thou  then  obtrude  this  diligence, 
In  vain,  where  no  acceptance  it  can  iiud  t 
And  with  my  hunger  what  hast  thou  to  do  1 
Thy  pompous  delicacies  I  contemn,  380 

And  count  thy  specious  gifts  no  ipfts  but  guiles. 

To  whom  thus  answer'd  Satan  malecontent : 
That  I  have  also  power  to  give  thou  seest ; 
If  of  that  power  I  bring  thee  voluntary 
What  I  might  have  bestow 'd  on  whom  I  pleased,  3M 
And  rather  opportunely  in  this  place 
Chose  to  impart  to  thy  apparent  need. 
Why  shouldst  thou  not  accept  it  1  but  I  see 
What  I  can  do  or  offer  is  suspect ; 
Of  these  things  others  quickly  will  dispose,  408 

Whose  pains  have  eam'd  the  far-fet  spoil.    With  that 
Both  table  and  provision  vanish'd  quite 
With  sound  of  harpies*  wings,  and  talons  heard ; 

ITS;  Deftnd$i  ■•  In  Par.  Lost,  like  the  French  dtftndrt^  to 
rorud.  385.  So  ill  ShakHpeare's  Hamlet,  Act  S,  Sc  8. 

401.  ¥tt.  Instead  of  fetched,  for  softn<>.ss ;  the  word  !•  oaedl  bf 
Chaucer,  Speuter,  dec. 
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•  Only  th*  inpfetnne  Tempter  still  reinain'd. 
And  with  these  words  his  temptation  pursaed : 

By  hunger,  that  each  other  creature  tames, 
Thoa  art  not  to  be  harm'd ;  therefora  not  moved ; 
Thy  temperance  invincible  besides. 
For  no  allurement  yields  to  appetite* 
And  all  thy  heart  is  set  on  high  designs,  419 

High  actions;  but  wherewith  to  be  achieved t 
Qreat  acts  require  great  means  of  enterprise-; 
Thou  art  unknown,  unfriended,  low  of  birthi 
A  carpenter  thy  father  known,  thyself 
Bred  up  in  poverty  and  straits  at  home,  411 

Lost  in  m.  desert  here  and  hunger-bit: 
Which  way,  or  from  what  hope,  dost  thou  aspire 
To  greatness  1  whence  authority  derivest  t 
What  followers,  what  retinue,  canst  thou  gain. 
Or  at  thy  heels  the  dizzy  multitude,  4M 

Longer  than  thou  canst  feed  them  on  thy  cost  f 
Money  brings  honour,  friends,  conquest,  and  realme » 
What  raised  Antipater  the  Edomite, 
And  his  son  Herod  placed  on  Judah's  throne 
(Thy  throne),  but  gold  that  got  him  puissant  friends  t 
Therefore,  if  at  great  things  thou  would'st  arrive,  49t 
Get  riches  first,  get  wealth,  and  treasure  heap. 
Not  difficult,  if  thuu  hearken  to  me ; 
Riches  are  mine,  Fortune  is  in  my  hand ; 
They  whom  1  favour  thrive  in  wealth  amain,       4M 
While  Virtue,  Valour,  Wisdom,  sit  in  want. 

To  whom  thus  Jesus  patiently  reply'd : 
Yet  wealth  without  these  three  is  impotent 
To  gain  dominion,  or  to  keep  it  gaiu'd. 
Witness  those  ancient  empires  of  the  earth,  439 

In  highth  of  all  their  flowing  wealth  dissolved : 
But  men  endued  with  these  have  oft  attained 
In  lowest  poverty  to  highest  deeds ; 
Gideon,  and  Jephtha,  and  the  shepherd  lad, 

490.  ThU  vene  ii  elliptical,  tnd  requires  the  verii  fain  to  be 
■adentood. 

4S3.  An^Mter  was  the  father  of  Herod,  mhom  it  is  Mpposed 
be  got  raised  to  the  throne  of  Judea,  tlirough  the  influence  of  hit 
wealth* 

4S9.  This  temptation  as  well  as  that  of  the  feast,  the  reader  «iU 
rees|rnise  as  the  Invention  of  the  poet,  and  not  formiiff  a  part  eff 
ftaKrlstnrs  aarraHve. 

49.  Tkt  tk«ph*rd  lad,  DavU. 
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Whose  ofi^priugr  on  tiie  throne  i3i  Judah  aat 

80  many  a^es,  and  shall  yet  regain 

That  seat,  and  reign  m  Israel  without  end. 

Kmcaacg  the  Heathen  (for  throughout  the  word 

To  me  is  not  unlmown  what  bath  been  done 

Worthy  of  memorial),  canst  thou  not  remember  449 

Qtuntius,  Fabrtcins,  Cnrins,  Regxihu  t 

For  I  esteem  those  names-  of  men  so  ]>oor 

Who  could  do  mighty  things,  send  cotdd  contemir 

Riches,  though  ofTer'd  from  the  hand  of  kings. 

And  what  in  me  seems  wanting,  but  that  I  490 

May  also  in  this  poverty  as  soon 

Accomplish  what  they  did,  perhaps  and  more  f 

Extol  not  riches  then,  the  toil  of  fools, 

The  wise  man's  cumbrance  if  not  snare,  more  apt 

To  slacken  yirtue,  and  abate  her  edge,  45^ 

Tban  prompt  her  to  do  anght  may  nterit  praise. 

What  if  with  like  arersiou  I  reject 

Riches  and  reahns  f  yet  not  for  that  a  crown>. 

Golden  in  show,  is  but  a  wreath  of  thorns, 

Brings  dangers,  troubles,  cares,  and  sleepless  nights. 

To  him  who  wears  the  regal  diadem,  4&I 

When  on  his  shoulders  each  man's  burden  lies ; 

For  thereiat  stands  the  office  of  a  king, 

His  honour,  rirtue,  merit,  and  chief  praise. 

That  for  the  pubBc  all  this  weight  he  bears.  40!* 

Yet  he  who  reigns  within  himself,  and  rules 

Passions,  desires,  and  fears,  is  more  a  king ; 

Which  erery  wise  and  virtuous  man  attains: 

And  who  attains  not,  ill  aspires  to  rule 

Cities  of  men,  or  headstrong  multitudes,  47' 

Subject  himself  to  anarchy  within. 

Or  lawless  passions  in  him  which  he  serves. 

But  to  guide  nations  in  the  way  of  truth 

By  saving  doctrine,  and  from  error  lead 

To  know,  and  knowing  worship  God  aright,         47S 

Is  yet  more  kingly ;  this  attracts  the  soul, 

446.  Qtitn/ttw;  CIncinnatus.  who  was  plou$rhinf|f  when  called  t* 
be  the  Dictator  of  Rome.— Fo^rictm,  another  Roman,  who,  thoufh 
offered  abuadant  wealth  by  kin^  PyrrhuB,  returned  to  hH  home, 
and  lived  and  died  in  |K>verty.— Curtiw  Dentatus,  and  RernlMS, 
Romans  also.  The  former  rejected  the  riches  offierod  both  oy  hn 
eounrrymen  and  roreirner*,  the  lattei  braved  the  most  fri^ntful 
torments  from  the  Carthafiaians,  rather  thso  persuade  Us  tonniry 
to  iBske  peacs  with  them 
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u  HiB  innvr  mim,  th«  nobler  purl 
lUier  o'BT  Uifl  body  only  relgna» 


!?LlcMj|Mk«  putlniUj  fuyon  s(  UM  uif  WmS^  a- 
nEctuin  Aa  HbMi  Iba  KCBCorcbriM'a  BjafoiMi  cotnii  Mt 
ttfliBlDd.  MlibM^lDiflMllonwitiiri  B«r  ucUfldfuHMa, 

plii!«iu<l  i£nl  q>lHriniir«l« 
t^  Uv  mKritkm  or  Ite  qMlj^ 
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Book  III. 

THE  ARGUMENT. 

•  in  •  tpeerh  of  much  flatterinff  commendation,  eadM" 
^owr»  to  awmken  in  Johw  a  paMion  for  K^n,  by  particalaiiung 
vaiioiM  iiistancet  of  cooquevte  achieved,  and  ?reat  artioiik  per^ 
formed,  by  penoiis  at  an  early  penod  of  life.  Our  Lord  replies, 
by  shewiair  the  vanity  of  worldly  fame,  aud  tbe  improper  meanc 
Mr  wUcb  U  IS  reiienuly  attained ;  and  contracts  with  it  the  true 
liory  of  reli^ouc  patience  aud  virtuous  wimiont,  as  exemplified 
fa  the  character  of  Job.  Satan  Justifies  the  love  of  tfiorj  from 
the  example  of  God  himself,  wlio  requires  it  from  ail  his  crea- 
tures. Jesus  detecu  the  fallacy  of  this  argument,  by  shewiiij;  tiuit, 
as  goodness  is  the  true  irrouud  on  which  i^lory  is  due  tu  liie  threat 
Creator  of  all  ihln^,  sinful  man  can  have  no  risfht  whatever  to 
it.  Satan  then  urjcesoar  Lord  respecting  his  claim  to  tiie  throne 
of  David;  he  tells  lilm  tiiat  the  kin^dcim  of  Judea,  being  at  that 
time  a  province  of  Koroe,  cannot  be  i^t  itOKMMsion  of  withoot 
wuch  personal  exertion  on  his  part,  and  prcMics  him  to  lose  uo 
time  in  beginniuff  to  reitrn.  Jesus  reff  rs  him  tu  tlie  time  ailnttt^l 
for  this,  as  for  all  other  ihtiig^ j  and,  ttfter  intimating^  Komewhat 
respecting  his  own  previous  snftt-rings,  a»ks  Satan  why  >>e  should 
be  solicitous  for  the  exaltation  of  one,  whose  rising  was  dttstiiu'd 
to  be  lib  (all.  Satan  repiieis  that  hfi<  own  des|-eraie  state,  by  ex- 
dading  all  hope,  leaves  littie  r<M)m  for  fear;  and  that,  as  lii>  owi 

Guiahment  was  equally  doomed,  lie  is  nut  iiitt-iested  in  prevent. 
r  the  reiij^n  of  one,  for  wiiwe  ap^iarent  bt^nevolence  he  mi;;ht 
ramer  linpe  for  some  interfereiK*e  in  his  favour.  Saraii  still 
pnrtnes  hb  former  incitement;  and, supposin;;  that  ihe  seeming 
ralHCtaoce  of  Jesus  to  be  thus  advaiu-ed  nii<;iil  arise  from  hia 
liilac  ttnacquaiutfd  with  the  world  ami  its  glories,  conve>-s  him 
to  tfie  summit  of  a  high  n:ouutain,  and  from  llience  shewti  him 
matt  of  the  kingdom  of  Asia,  particularly  p«)inlin7  out  to  hia 
■oclce  some  extraordinary  military  iHvparatious  of  the  Parthians 
to  resist  the  incursions  of  the  S«7thians.  He  then  infornin  our 
Locd,  that  he  shewed  him  this  pun>osely  that  he  miirlit  see  how 
Dccetisary  military  exertions  are  to  retain  the  possesion  of  king- 
doms, as  well  as  to  sutxiue  them  at  <in<t,  and  advises  him  to 
coaaider  how  impossible  it  was  to  maintadn  Judea  agaiiis  two 
each  powerful  neighbours  as  the  Romans  and  Parthl^ll^,  and  Imw 
neceasary  it  wouid  be  to  form  an  alliance  witli  one  or  other  of 
theiB.  At  tlie  same  time  he  reconimemls.  and  enaragcs  to  st^cun 
to  him,  that  of  the  Parthians;  and  tells  him,  that  by  this  means 
his  power  will  be  defended  from  any  thing  that  Rome  or  CtHsar 
mignt  attempt  against  it,  and  that  hr  will  be  able  to  extend  his 
glory  wide,  and  especially  to  accomplish  what  was  particularly 
necessan  to  make  the  throne  of  Judea  really  the  throne  of 
David,  tne  deliverance  and  restoration  of  the  ten  tribes,  still  in 
a  state  of  captivity.  Jesus,  having  briefly  noticed  the  vanity  of 
military  efforts,  and  tlie  weakness  of  the  arm  of  flct>h,  says,  that 
when  the  time  comes  for  his  ascendinsr  his  allotted  thmne,  \ie 
fhall  not  be  slack:  lie  remarks  on  Satan's  extranrdinary  7«al  for 
the  deliverance  of  the  Israelites,  to  whom  he  had  always  shewn 
tdmaelf  an  enemy,  and  declares  their  servitude  to  be  the  conse- 
quence of  their  idolatry;  bnt  adds,  that  at  a  future  t^c  I  may 
perhaps  please  God  to  recall  them,  and  restore  them  to  their 
liberty  and  native  land. 

So  spake  the  Son  of  God,  and  Satan  stood 
A.  while  as  mute  confounded  what  to  say* 
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Wbat  to  reply,  confuted  and  convinced 
Of  his  weak,  arguing,  and  fallaciotu  drift ; 
At  leng^  collecting  all  hin  serpent  wiles. 
With  soothing  words  renew'd,  him  thus 

I  see  thou  know'st  what  is  of  use  to  know» 
What  best  to  say  can  say,  to  do  canst  do ; 
Thy  actions  to  thy  words  accord,  thy  words 
To  thy  large  heart  give  utterance  due,  thy  heart    tt 
Contains  of  good,  wise,  just,  the  perfect  shape. 
Should  kings  and  nations  from  thy  mouth  oositult, 
Thy  counsel  would  be  as  the  oracle 
Urim  and  Thummim,  those  oraculous  g^ma 
On  Aaron's  breast ;  or  tongue  of  seers  old  If 

Infallible ;  or  wert  thou  sought  to  deeds 
That  might  require  th'  array  of  war,  thy  skill 
Of  conduct  wouJd  be  »uch,  that  all  the  world 
Could  not  sustain  thy  prowess,  or  subsist 
In  battle,  though  against  thy  few  in  arms.  M 

These  godlike  virtues  wherefore  dost  thou  hide* 
Affecting  private  life  or  more  obscure 
In  savage  wilderness  1  wherefore  deprive 
All  earth  her  wonder  at  thy  acts,  thyself 
The  fame  and  glory,  glory  the  reward  9i 

That  sole  excites  to  high  attempts,  the  flame 
Of  most  erected  spirits,  most  temper'd  pure 
Ethereal,  who  all  pleasures  else  despise, 
All  treasures  and  sill  gain  esteem  as  dross, 
And  dignities  and  powers  all  but  the  highest)         M 
Thy  years  are  ripe,  av6  overripe ;  the  son 
Of  Macedonian  Philip  had  ere  these 
Won  Asia,  and  the  throne  of  Cyrus  held 
At  his  dispose ;  young  Scipio  had  brought  dovm 
The  Carthaginian  pride ;  young  Pompey  quell'd     35 
The  Pontic  king,  and  in  triumph  had  rode. 
Yet  years,  and  to  ripe  years  judgment  mature* 
Quench  not  the  thirst  of  glory,  but  augmenL 
Great  Julius,  whom  now  all  the  world  admireSt 

11.  Shapff  idea,  in  its  moBt  perfect  «ente. 
13.  What  tlie  Urim  and  Thummim  were  in  not  known.    Itb' 
•uppnsed,  aa  the  words  sii;niry  lit,'ht  and  perfection,  that  the  pr»* 
ptietic  virtue  Intierent  in'the  saired  breast-plate,  or  la  the  f|enM 
wtUcb  composed  it,  is  to  be  understood  by  Utent. 
31.  See  Luke  iii.  33. 
38.  Tkf  Pontic  ki»f,  Mitnridateti,  a^inst  whom  PoppCf  «M 
stnt,  but  b«  was  Uien  it  is  believed  turood  of  fattg* 
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The  more  he  grew  in  years,  the  more  inflamed      W 
Wittk  glory,  wept  that  he  had  lired  so  long 
Inglorioua :  Vat  thoa  yet  art  not  too  late. 

To  whom  oar  Saviour  calmly  thus  rejdy'd : 
Thoa  neitiier  dost  persuade  me  to  seek  wealth 
For  empire's  sake,  nor  empire  to  affect  49 

For  glory's  sake,  by  all  thy  argument. 
Vm  what  is  glory  but  the  blaie  of  fame. 
The  people's  praise,  if  always  praise  anmix'dt 
And  what  the  people  but  a  herd  confused, 
A  miscellaneous  rabble,  who  extol  50 

Things  Tulgar,  and,  well  weigh'd,  scarce  wordi  the 

praise  f 
'^ey  praise  and  they  admire  they  know  not  what. 
And  know  not  whom,  but  aa  one  leads  the  other; 
And  what  delight  to  be  by  such  extoll'd. 
To  lire  vpon  their  tongues  and  be  their  talk,  59.. 

Of  whom  to  be  dispraised  were  no  small  praise  7 
His  lot  who  dares  be  singularly  good. 
Th'  intelligent  among  them  and  the  wise 
Are  few,  and  glory  scarce  of  few  is  raised. 
This  is  true  glory  and  renown,  when  God  00 

Looking  on  th'  earth,  with  approbation  marks 
The  just  man,  and  divulges  him  through  Heav'n 
To  an  his  angels,  who  with  true  applause 
Recount  his  praises :  thus  he  did  to  Job, 
When  to  extend  his  fame  through  Heav'n  and  Earth, 
As  thou  to  thy  reproach  raay'st  well  remember,     00 
He  ask'd  thee.  Hast  thou  seen  my  servant  Job  t 
Famous  he  was  in  Heav'n,  on  Earth  less  known ; 
Where  glory  is  false  glory  attributed 
To  things  not  glorious,  men  not  worthy  of  fame.     70 
They  err  who  count  it  glorious  to  subdue 
By  conquest  far  and  wide,  to  over-run 
Large  countries,  and  in  fields  great  battles  wtet 
Great  cities  by  assault :  what  do  these  worthies. 
But  rob  and  spoil,  bum,  slaughter,  and  indave      7f 
Peaceable  nations,  neighb'ring,  or  remote. 
Made  captive,  yet  deserving  freedom  mora 
Than  those  their  conquerors,  who  leave  behind 

41.  Jalias  Ceesar,  it  ii  said,  wept  on  readinK  the  life  of  Ale» 
•ader,  tiatt  lie  bad  done  au  little  at  hia  age.— Alenader  died  wha 
ke  wm  about  34  yean  old.  S7.  Job  1.  S» 
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Nothing  but  ruin  vheresoe'er  tbey  tore. 
And  all  the  flourishing  works  of  peace  destroy;      89 
Then  swell  with  pride,  and  must  be  titled  Gods, 
Great  benefactors  of  mankind,  delirerers, 
Worshipp'd  with  temple,  priest,  and  sacrifice  t 
One  is  the  son  of  Jove,  of  Mars  the  other : 
Till  conqu'ror  Death  discover  them  scarce  men*      8ff 
Rolling  in  brutish  vices,  and  deform'd. 
Violent  or  shameful  death  their  due  reward. 
But  if  there  be  in  glory  aught  of  good, 
It  may  by  means  far  different  be  attain'd 
Without  ambition,  war,  or  violence ;  90 

By  deeds  of  peace,  by  wisdom  eminent. 
By  patience,  temperance  :  I  mention  still 
Him,  whom  thy  wrongs  with  saintly  patience  boms 
Made  famous  in  a  land  and  times  obscure ; 
Who  names  not  now  with  honour  patient  Job  7       98 
Poor  Socrates  (who  next  more  memorable  ?) 
By  what  he  taught  and  sufier'd  for  so  doing. 
For  truth's  sake  suffering  death  luijust,  lives  now 
Equal  in  fame  to  proudest  conquerors. 
Yet  if  for  fame  and  glory  aught  be  done,  100 

Aught  suffer'd  ;  if  young  African  for  fame 
His  wasted  country  freed  from  Punic  rage, 
The  deed  becomes  luipraised,  the  nan  at  least. 
And  loses,  though  but  verbal,  his  reward. 
Shall  1  seek  glory  then,  as  vain  men  seek,  IDS 

Oft  not  deserved  1  1  seek  not  mine,  but  His 
Who  sent  me,  and  thereby  witness  whence  I  am. 
To  whom  the  Tempter  murmuring  thus  reply'd : 
Think  not  so  slight  of  glory  ;  therein  least 
Resembling  thy  great  Father;  he  seeks  glory,      110 
And  for  his  glory  all  things  made,  all  things 
Orders  and  governs ;  nor  content  in  Heav'n 
By  all  his  angels  glorify'd,  requires 
Glory  from  men,  from  all  men,  good  or  bad, 
Wise  or  unwise,  no  difference,  no  exemption;      lU 
Above  all  sacrifice,  or  hallow'd  gift. 
Glory  he  requires,  and  glory  he  receives 
Promiscuous  from  all  nations,  Jew  or  Greek, 

UU  rMtajr  African,  Sdpio  Afrlcaniu,  who  freed  Roae 
dw  tbresteoed  invasioa  of  the  CarttncliiiaM. 
IM.  John  viil.  49,  M. 
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Or  barharoua,  nor  exemption  hath  declared : 

From  tu  hU  foes  pronounced  glory  he  exacts.       190 

To  whom  our  Sariour  ferrently  reply'd: 
And  reason ;  since  his  word  all  things  produced, 
Though  chiefly  not  for  glory  as  prime  end, 
But  to  shew  forth  his  goodness,  and  impart 
Ris  good  communicable  to  erery  soul  ISS 

Freely ;  of  whom  what  could  he  less  expect 
Than  glory  and  I  enediction,  that  is  thanks. 
The  slightest,  easiest,  readiest  recompense 
Fhm  them  who  could  return  him  nothing  else. 
And  not  returning  that  would  likeliest  render      130 
Contempt  instead,  dishonour,  obloquy  t 
Hard  recompense,  unsuitable  return 
For  so  much  good,  so  much  beneficence. 
But  why  should  man  seek  glory,  who  of  his  own 
Hath  nothing,  and  to  whom  noting  belongs         136 
But  condemnation,  ignominy,  and  shame  T 
Who  for  so  many  benefits  received 
Tum'd  recreant  to  God,  ingprate,  and  false. 
And  so  of  all  true  good  himself  despoil'd ; 
Yet,  sacrilegious,  to  himself  would  take  140 

That  which  to  (rod  alone  of  right  belongs ; 
Yet  so  much  bounty  is  in  God,  such  grace. 
That  who  advance  his  glory,  not  their  own, 
lliem  he  himself  to  glory  will  advance. 

So  spake  the  Son  of  God ;  and  here  again  145 

Satan  had  not  to  answer,  but  stood  struck 
With  guilt  of  his  own  sin,  for  he  himself 
Insatiable  of  glory  had  lost  all ; 
Yet  of  another  plea  bethought  him  soon : 

Of  glory,  as  thou  wilt,  said  he,  so  deem,  ISO 

Worth  or  not  worth  the  seeking,  let  it  pass : 
But  to  a  kingdom  thou  art  bom,  ordain'd 
To  sit  upon  thy  father  David's  throne  ; 
By  mother's  side  thy  father;  though  thy  right 
Be  now  in  powerful  hands,  that  will  not  part        155 
Easily  from  posses&ion  won  with  arms : 
Judaea  now  and  all  the  Promised  Land, 
Reduced  a  province  under  Roman  yoke, 

tM>  JimUbs  wu  reduced  fmm  bdnf  so  independent  klngdoM 
to  a  Roman  province  in  Um  rrin  of  AnroKus,  and  vImi  e« 
SarkMU*  wm  aboat  twelve  ycnn  oli> 
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Ob«]rB  TiberiuB ;  nor  is  always  ruled 

With  temperate  sway ;  oft  hare  they  violated       IM 

The  temple,  oft  the  law,  with  fonl  affronts. 

Abominations  rather,  as  did  once 

Antiochns :  and  think'st  thou  to  regain 

Thy  right  by  sitting  still  or  thus  retirinjf  t 

So  did  not  Maccabeos :  he  indeed  lAf 

Retired  onto  the  desert,  bat  with  arms ; 

And  o'er  a  m^^hty  king  so  oft  prerail'd. 

That  by  strong  hand  his  family  obtain'd, 

Tho*  priests,  the  crown,  and  Dayid's  throne  nnurp'd 

With  Modin  and  her  suburbs  once  content.  170 

If  kingdom  move  thee  not,  let  move  thee  seal 

And  dnty ;  zeal  and  duty  are  not  slow ; 

But  on  occasion's  forelock  watchful  wait ; 

They  themselyes  rather  are  occasion  best* 

Zeal  of  thy  father's  house,  duty  to  free  173 

Thy  country  from  her  Heathen  servitude  ; 

So  Shalt  thou  best  fulfil,  best  verify 

The  prophets  old,  who  simg  thy  endless  reig^ ; 

The  happier  reign  the  sooner  it  begins ; 

Reign  then  ;  what  canst  thou  better  do  the  while  t 

To  whom  our  Saviour  answer  thus  retum'd  :     181 
All  things  are  best  fulfill'd  in  their  due  time, 
And  time  there  is  for  all  things,  truth  hath  said : 
If  of  my  reign  prophetic  writ  hath  told 
That  it  shall  never  end,  so  when  beg^n  18S 

The  Father  in  his  purpose  hath  decreed. 
He  in  whose  hand  all  times  and  seasons  rolL 
What  if  he  hath  decreed  that  I  shall  first 
Be  tried  in  humble  state,  and  things  adverse* 
By  tribulations,  injuries,  insults,  100 

Contempts,  and  scorns,  and  snares,  and  yiolenoe* 
Suficring,  abstaining,  quietly  expecting. 
Without  distrust  or  doubt,  that  he  may  know 
What  I  can  suffer,  how  obey  t  who  best 
Can  suffer,  best  can  do ;  best  reign,  who  first 
WeU  hath  obey  d ;  just  trial,  ere  I  merit 
My  exaltation  without  change  or  end. 
But  what  concerns  it  thee  when  1  begin 
My  everlasting  kingdom,  why  art  thou 
SoUcitoos,  what  moves  thy  inquisition  t 

leik  Pompey  proimned  the  Holv  of  Holies:  for  ADtSochv^ 
•ec  3  MmotTtii,  v.  ISS.  EccM.  ill. 
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Know'it  fhou  not  that  my  rising  is  thy  fall. 
And  my  promotion  will  be  thy  destruction  T 

To  whom  the  Tempter  inly  rack'd  reply'd : 
Let  that  come  when  it  comes  ;  all  hope  is  lost 
Of  my  reception  into  grace ;  what  worse  7 
For  where  no  hope  is  left,  is  left  no  fear : 
If  there  be  wor8e>  the  expectation  more 
Of  worse  torments  me  than  the  feeling  can. 
I  would  be  at  the  worst ;  worst  is  my  port. 
My  harbour,  and  my  ultimate  repose,  SM 

The  end  I  would  attain,  my  final  good. 
My  error  was  my  error,  and  my  crime 
My  crime ;  whatever  for  itself  condemn'd 
And  will  alike  be  punish'd,  whether  thou 
Reign  or  reign  not ;  though  to  tbat  gentle  brow  915 
Willingly  I  could  fly,  and  hope  thy  reign, 
F^rom  that  placid  aspect  and  meek  regard. 
Rather  than  aggravate  my  evil  state. 
Would  stand  between  me  and  thy  Father's  ire 
(Whose  ire  I  dread  more  than  the  fire  of  Hell)     SM 
A  shelter,  and  a  kind  of  shading  cool 
Interposition,  as  a  summer's  cloud. 
If  I  tiien  to  the  worst  that  can  be  haste. 
Why  move  thy  feet  so  slow  to  what  is  best. 
Happiest  both  to  thyself  and  all  the  world,  215 

That  thou  who  worthiest  art  should'st  be  their  kingt 
Periiaps  tbou  liuger'st  in  deep  thoughts  detain *d 
Of  th'  enterprise  so  hazardous  and  high  I 
No  wonder,  for  though  iu  thee  be  united 
What  of  perfection  can  in  man  be  found,  SW 

Or  human  natiure  can  receive,  consider 
Thy  life  hath  yet  been  private,  most  part  spent 
At  home,  seance  vicw'd  the  Galilean  towns, 
And  once  a  year  Jerusalem,  few  days'  2S4 

Short  sojourn  ;  and  what  thence  couldstthou  observe  t 
The  world  thou  hast  not  seen,  much  less  her  glory» 
Empires,  and  monarchs,  and  their  radiant  courts. 
Best  school  of  best  experience,  quickest  insight 
In  all  things  that  to  greatest  actions  lead. 
The  wisest,  unexperienced,  will  be  ever 
Timorous  and  loath,  with  novice  modesty 
(As  he  who  seeking  asses  found  a  kingdom) 
Irresolute,  unhardy,  un adventurous : 

Mt.  See  Par.  Lost,  Ir.  lOfi.      S34.  Luke  U.  «l.      S49.  I 
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But  I  will  bring  thee  where  thou  sooa  shidt  quit 

Those  rudiments,  and  see  bef>ire  thine  eyes 

The  monarchies  of  th'  earth,  their  pomp  and  state; 

8ufilcient  introduction  to  inform 

Thee,  of  thyself  so  apt,  in  regal  arts, 

A.nd  regal  mysteries,  that  thou  mayM  know 

How  best  their  opposition  to  withstand.  SSf 

With  that  (such  power  was  given  him  then)  be  took 
The  Son  of  God  up  to  a  mountain  high. 
It  was  a  mountain  at  whose  verdant  feet 
A  spacious  plain,  out-stret<da'd  in  circuit  wide, 
Lay  pleasant ;  from  his  side  two  rivers  flow'd,      SSf 
Th'  one  winding,  th'  other  straight,  and  left  between 
Fair  champain  with  less  rivers  intervein'd. 
Then  meeting,  join'd  their  tribute  to  the  sea : 
Fertile  of  com  the  glebe,  of  oil  and  wine ;  US9 

With  herds  the  pastorea  throng  d,  with  flocks  the  hills ; 
Huge  cities  and  high-tower 'd,  that  well  might  seem 
The  seats  of  mightiest  monarchy,  and  so  large 
The  pros])ect  was,  that  here  and  there  was  room 
For  barren  desert,  fountainless  and  dry. 
To  this  high  mountain  top  the  Tempter  brought    IfOS 
Our  Saviour,  and  new  train  of  words  began : 

Well  have  we  speeded,  and  o'er  hill  and  dale. 
Forest  and  field  and  flood,  temples  and  towers. 
Cut  shorter  many  a  league ;  here  thou  behold'st 
Assyiia  and  her  empire's  ancient  bounds,  27f 

Araxes  and  tbe  Caspian  lake,  thence  on 
As  far  as  Indus  east,  Euphrates  west. 
And  oft  beyond ;  to  south  the  Persian  bay. 
And  inaccessible  th'  Arabian  drought : 
Here  Nineveh,  of  length  within  her  wall  271 

Several  days'  journey,  bnilt  by  Ninua  old. 
Of  that  first  golden  monarchy  the  seat. 
And  seat  of  Salmanassar,  whose  success 
Israel  in  long  captivity  still  mourns ; 
There  Babylon,  the  vender  of  all  tongues,  98t 

As  ancient,  but  rebuilt  by  him  who  twice 
Judah  and  all  thy  father  David's  house 

S7S.  Nineveh  was  built  by  Ninn«,  and  wat  dtosted  oo  the  river 
Tifrris.  It  is  said  to  tiave  been  l«  niiies  lonr.  9  broad,  and  48  to 
cinnimfereiice.  Tlie  walls  round  It  were  100  leet  high,  and  broad 
cnonifb  for  three  charictt  to  drive  abreaiit  on  ttan. 

S80.  Babylon  was  dtaated  on  the  Enphnias.  See  Daa*  W,  Mk 
^  Kings  zziv.  and  axv. 
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Led  captive,  and  Jerusalem  laid  waate» 
Till  Cyrus  set  tbem  free ;  Persepolis 
His  city  there  thou  seest,  and  Bactra  tker«; 
Ek:batana  her  structure  vast  tjj^ere  shews 
Antl  Hecatompylos  her  hundred  gates; 
I'here  Susa  by  <)hoaspes,  amber  stream, 
Tiie  drink  of  none  but  kings ;  of  later  fame 
Built  by  Emathian,  or  by  Parthian  hands,  SM 

fhe  great  Seleucia,  Nisibis,  and  there 
Artaxata,  Teredon,  Ctesiphon, 
Turning  with  easy  eye  thou  may'st  behold. 
All  these  the  Parthian,  now  some  ages  past. 
By  great  Arsaces  led,  who  founded  first 
That  empire,  under  his  dominion  holds. 
From  the  luxurious  kings  of  Antioch  won. 
And  just  in  time  thou  com'st  to  have  a  view 
Of  this  great  power ;  for  now  the  Parthian  king 
In  Ctesiphon  hath  gather'd  all  his  host 
Against  the  Scirthian,  whose  incursions  wild 
Have  wasted  Sogdiana ;  to  her  aid 
He  marches  now  in  haste ;  see,  though  from  far. 
His  thousands,  in  what  martial  equipage 
They  issue  forth,  steel  bows  and  shafts  their  arms. 
Of  equal  dread  in  flight,  or  in  pursuit ;  M0 

All  horsemen,  in  which  fight  they  most  excel ; 
See  how  in  warlike  muster  they  appear. 
In  rhombs  and  wedgies,  and  half-moons,  and  wing^s. 
He  look'd,  and  saw  what  numbers  numberless  3I0 
The  city  gates  out-pour'd,  light  armed  troops 
In  coats  of  mail  and  military  pride ; 
In  mail  their  horses  clad,  yet  fleet  and  strong. 
Prancing  their  riders  bore,  the  flower  and  choice 
Of  many  provinces  from  bound  to  bound ;  Mlh 

From  Arachosia,  from  Candaor  east. 
And  Margiana  to  the  Hyrcanian  clifi*s 
Of  Caucasus,  and  dark  Iberian  dales. 
From  Atropatia  and  the  neighbouring  plains 
Of  Adiabene,  Media,  and  the  south  SM 

Of  Susiana,  to  Balsara's  haven. 

S84.  Pertepolti  and  Baetra,  cities  of  Perria— £eia(a«a,  dte 
CWitsI  of  M&UiL.—Heeatompylot,  of  Parthia. 

Mi  CUsipkui,  waa  the  winter  residence  of  the  Parthiaa  king^ 
^•Sofdiana  wa*  the  province  most  exposed  to  the  Scythians,  aiod 

'  their  countrr. 

St5.  Araekotia,  iec  &c.  provinca  of  Parthia. 
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He  saw  them  in  their  forms  of  battle  ranged, 

How  quick  they  wheel'd,  and  flyingr  behind  thftmrghfli 

Sharp  sleet  of  arrowy  showers  against  the  face 

Of  their  pursuers,  and  overcame  by  flights 

The  field  all  iron  cast  a  gleaming  brown ! 

Nor  wanted  clouds  of  foot,  nor  on  eath  horn 

Cuirassiers  all  in  steel  for  standing  fight. 

Chariots  or  elephants  indorsed  with  towers 

Of  archers,  nor  of  labouring  pioneers 

A  multitude,  with  spades  and  axes  arm'd 

To  lay  hills  plain,  fell  woods,  or  valleys  fiU> 

Or  where  plain  was,  raise  hill,  or  overlay 

With  bridges  rivers  proud,  as  with  a  yoke ; 

Mules  after  these,  camel*  and  dromedaries,  MBS 

And  waggons  fraught  Mrith  Atensils  of  war. 

Such  forces  met  not,  nor  so  wide  a  camp. 

When  Agrrican  with  all  his  northern  powen 

Besieged  Albracca,  as  romances  tell. 

The  city  of  Gallaphrone,  from  whence  to  win       Sit 

The  fairest  of  her  sex,  Angelica 

His  daughter,  sought  by  many  pro  west  knights. 

Both  Pa3rnim,  and  the  peers  of  Charlemain. 

Such  and  so  numerous  was  their  chivalry ; 

At  sight  whereof  the  Fiend  yet  more  presumed,  Mft 

And  to  our  Saviour  thus  his  words  renew'd : 

That  thou  may'st  know  I  seek  not  to  engage 
Thy  virtue,  and  not  every  way  secuie 
On  no  slight  grounds  thy  safety ;  hear  and  mark 
To  what  end  I  have  brought  thee  hither,  and  shewn 
All  this  fair  sight :  thy  kingdom,  though  foretold  351 
By  prophet  or  by  angel,  unless  thou 
Endeavour,  as  thy  father  David  did. 
Thou  never  shalt  obtain,  prediction  still 
In  all  things,  and  all  men,  supposes  means ;  SM 

Without  means  used,  what  it  predicts  revokes. 
But  say  thou  wert  possess'd  of  David's  throne 
By  free  consent  of  all,  none  opposite; 
Samaritan  or  Jew ;  how  could'st  thou  hope 
Long  to  enjoy  it  quiet  and  secure,  SM 

Between  two  nuch  inclosing  enemies, 

933.  The  known  custom  of  the  Parthiani  in  their  warfiu%. 

337.  CUmds  of  foot  i  an  Homeric  expnMslon. 
33W.  Indorsed  ;  from  the  Lstifl  in,  upos,  aad  dortum.  the  back* 
338.  Aa  aUiMloB  to  BoiitiKio*8  Orlsado  losaionto,  B.  L  Can.  Ifti 
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Roman  and  PaiHiiaiif  therefora  one  of  tibtOM 
Tkov  must  make  sure  thy  own,  the  Parthian  fint 
By  my  adTicOy  aa  nearer,  and  of  late 
Pound  able  by  inyasion  to  annoy 
Thy  country,  and  captiye  lead  away  her  Ung^ 
Antigonua,  and  old  Hyrcanus  bound, 
Maugpre  the  Roman :  it  .shall  be  my  taA 
To  render  thee  the  Parthian  at  dispose : 
%oo8e  which  thou  wilt  by  conquest  or  by  leag^.  81% 
Ry  him  thou  shalt  regain,  without  him  not. 
That  which  alone  can  truly  reinstall  thee 
In  David's  royal  seat,  his  true  successtnr, 
Deliyerance  of  thy  brethren,  those  Ten  Tribes 
Whose  offspring  in  his  territory  yet  serre,  S7f 

In  Halx)r,  and  among  the  Medes  dispersed ; 
Ten  sons  of  Jacob,  two  of  Joseph  lost 
Thus  long  from  Israel,  serving  as  of  old 
Their  fathers  in  the  land  of  Egypt  sexred, 
lliis  offer  sets  before  thee  to  deliver.  Mt 

These  if  from  servitude  thou  shalt  restore 
To  their  inheritance,  then,  nor  till  then, 
rhou  on  the  throne  of  David  in  full  glory, 
From  Egypt  to  Euphrates,  and  beyond, 
Shalt  reign,  and  Rome  or  Caesar  need  not  fear.    385 

To  whom  our  Saviour  answer'd  thus  unmoved : 
Much  ostentation  vain  of  fleshly  arm, 
And  fragile  arms,  much  instrument  of  war. 
Long  in  preparing,  soon  to  nothing  brought. 
Before  mine  eyes  thou  hast  set ;  and  in  my  ear    SM 
Vented  much  policy,  and  projects  deep 
Of  enemies,  of  aids,  battles,  and  leagues, 
Plausible  to  the  world,  to  me  worth  nought. 
Means  I  must  use,  thou  say'st,  prediction  else 
Will  unpredict  and  fail  me  of  the  throne :  390 

My  time  I  told  thee  (and  that  time  for  thee 
Were  better  farthest  off)  is  not  yet  come : 
When  that  comes,  think,  not  thou  to  find  me  slack 
On  my  part  aught  endeavouring,  or  to  need 
Thy  politic  maxims,  or  that  cumbersome 
Lugg^age  of  war  there  shewn  me,  argument 
01  human  weakness  rather  than  of  streng^th. 

906.  Hvreantu  vhm  teken  capthre  ind  carried  to  Seleada. 

DQt  Antigomu  was  siMe  klnr  of  the  Jews. 

tn,  3  fUiiB«  xjilL  II.  aM.  Joha  tt.  4. 
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My  brethren,  as  thou  oall'st  fhem,  tiiose  Ten  Tribee 

I  mtist  deliver,  if  I  mean  to  reigpi 

Darid's  true  heir,  and  his  full  sceptre  sway         40S 

To  just  extent  orer  all  Israel's  sons. 

But  whence  to  thee  this  zeal,  where  was  it  then 

For  Israel,  or  for  David,  or  Ms  throne. 

When  thou  stood'st  up  his  tempter  to  the  pride 

Of  numbering  IsraSl,  which  cost  the  lires  4If 

Of  threescore  and  ten  thousand  Israelites 

By  three  days'  pestilence  ?  such  was  thy  zeal 

To  Israel  then,  the  same  that  now  to  me  I 

As  for  those  captive  tribes,  themselves  were  they 

Wlio  wrought  their  own  captivity,  fell  off  415 

From  God  to  worship  calves,  the  deities 

Of  Egfypt,  Baal  next  and  Ashtaroth, 

And  all  th'  idolatries  of  Heathens  round. 

Besides  their  other  worse  than  heathenish  crimes ; 

Nor  in  the  land  of  their  captivity  4S0 

Humbled  themselves,  or  penitent  besought 

The  God  of  their  forefathers ;  but  so  died 

Impenitent,  and  left  a  race  behind 

Like  to  themselves,  distinguishable  scarce 

From  Gentiles,  but  by  circumcision  vain,  4Si 

And  Crod  with  idols  in  their  worship  join'd. 

Should  I  of  these  the  liberty  regard. 

Who,  freed,  as  to  their  ancient  i>atrimony, 

UnhumVed,  uD^peT^tant,  tinreform'd, 

Heacdong  would  follow ;  and  to  their  gods  perhap* 

Of  Bethel  and  of  Dan  ?  no,  let  them  serve  431 

Their  enemies,  who  serve  idols  with  Ood. 

Yet  he  at  length,  time  to  himself  best  known. 

Remembering  Abraham,  by  some  wondrous  call 

May  bring  them  back  repentant  and  sincere,        4SB 

And  at  their  passing  cleave  th'  Assyrian  flood. 

While  to  their  native  land  with  joy  they  haste ; 

As  the  Red  Sea  and  Jordan  once  he  deft. 

When  to  the  Promised  Land  their  fathers  pass'd ; 

To  his  due  time  and  providence  I  leave  them.      441 

8o  spake  Israel's  true  King,  and  to  the  Fiend 
Made  answer  meet,  that  made  void  all  his  wilea. 
8o  fare*  it  when  with  Truth  Falsehood  contendg. 

400.  1  Chrsn.  xxL  1. 
414i  See  0M  Uilonr  of  the  tribet  In  0ie  bwdt  of 
436.  8«e  Rev.  zvL  IS. 
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Angels  tn  the  nem  tine  convey  oer  UeMed  Lord  to  a  beniitlAA 
leUny  ana,  wnile  ther  minister  to  blm  a  repast  of  celestial  fooi, 
eelrwate  bis  victory  in  a  triumphant  hymn. 

Perplexed  and  troubled  at  his  1>ad  succeaa  '■ 

The  Tempter  stood,  nor  had  what  to  reply, 
Discorer'd  in  his  ftvud,  thrown  from  his  hope 
Ho  oft,  and  the  persuasire  rhetoric 
That  sleeh'd  his  ton^e,  and  won  so  much  oa  Ere.  f 
So  little  here,  nay  lost ;  bat  Bye  was  Ere, 
This  far  his  orer-match,  who,  self-deceived 
And  rash,  before-hand  had  no  better  weigh'd 
The  strength  he  was  to  cope  with,  or  his  own : 
But  as  a  man  who  had  been  matchless  held  M 

In  cunning,  OTerH'each'd  where  least  he  thought. 
To  salve  his  credit,  and  for  every  spite. 
Still  will  be  tempting  him  who  foils  him  still. 
And  never  cease,  though  to  his  shame  the  more ; 
Or  as  a  swarm  of  flies  in  vintage  time,  19 

About  the  wine-press  where  sweet  must  is  pour'd. 
Beat  off,  returns  as  oft  with  humming  sound ; 
Or  surging  waves  against  a  solid  rock.. 
Though  all  to  shivers  dash'd,  th'  assault  renew. 
Vain  battery,  and  in  froth  or  bubbles  end;  M 

So  Satan,  whom  repulse  upon  repulse 
Met  ever,  and  to  shameful  silence' brought. 
Yet  gives  not  o'er  though  desp'rate  of  success. 
And  his  vain  importunity  pursues. 
He  brought  our  Saviour  to  the  western  side  tt 

Of  that  high  mountain,  whence  he  might  behold 
Another  plain,  long,  but  in  breadth  not  wide, 
Wash'd  by  the  southern  sea,  and  on  the  north 
To  equal  leng^  bach'd  with  a  ridge  of  hills. 
That  screen'd  the  fruits  of  th'  earth  and  seats  of  nie« 
From  cold  Septentrion  blasts,  thence  in  the  midst  S| 
Divided  by  a  river«  of  whose  banks 
On  each  ^de  an  imperial  city  stood. 
With  towers  and  temples  proudly  elevate 
On  se«ren  small  hills,  with  palaces  adom'd  SI 

Porches  and  theatres,  baths,  aquec.ucts. 
Statues  and  trophies,  and  triumphal  arcs, 
Gacdens  and  groves  presented  to  his  «yes, 

is.  HooMor's  II.  xvi.  041. 
tr.  Anttherplaim:  Italy, whichJsboandedligr the MediterrMaaa 
'  ,  flir  Alps  «B  tlM  BMth,  saA  iBleneclad  hy  tho  Ttten 
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Abora  Om  bightk  of  moantauu  interpoaed : 

By  -what  •trange  parallax  or  optic  akin  4t 

Of  Tision  multiply'd  through  air,  or  glan 

Of  telescope,  were  curious  to  inquire  : 

And  now  the  Tempter  thus  bis  silence  broke : 

The  irity  which  thou  seest  no  other  deem 
Than  great  and  glorious  Rome,  queen  of  the  earth 
So  far  renown 'd,  and  with  the  spoils  enricb'd        4f 
Of  nations  ;  there  the  capitol  thou  seest 
Abore  the  rest  lifting  his  stately  head 
On  the  Tarpeian  rock,  her  citadel 
Impregnable ;  and  there  Mount  Palatine,  M 

Th'  imperial  palace,  compass  huge  and  high 
The  etmctore,  skill  of  noblest  architects. 
With  gilded  batdements,  cimspicuous  far. 
Turrets  and  terraces,  and  glitt'ring  spires. 
Many  a  fair  edifice  besides,  more  like  U 

Houses  of  Gods,  so  well  I  have  disposed 
My  aery  microscope,  thou  may'st  behold 
Outside  and  inside  both,  pillars  and  roofs, 
Carved  work,  the  hand  of  famed  artificers 
In  cedar,  marble,  ivory,  or  gold.  M 

Thence  to  the  gates  cast  round  thine  eye,  and  see 
What  conflux  issuing  forth,  or  entering  in, 
Pretors,  proconsuls  to  their  provinces 
Hasting,  or  on  return,  in  robes  of  state  ; 
Lictors  and  rods,  the  ensigns  of  their  power,  €5 

Legions  and  cohorts,  turms  of  horse  and  wings ; 
Or  embassies  from  regions  far  remote 
In  vaiious  habits  on  the  Appian  road. 
Or  on  th'  Emilian,  some  from  farthest  south, 
Syene,  and  where  the  shadow  both  way  falls,        70 
Meroe,  Nilotic  isle,  and,  more  to  west. 
The  reahn  of  Bocchus  to  the  Blackmoor  sea ; 
From  th'  Asian  kings,  and  Parthian  among  these. 
Prom  India  and  the  golden  Chersonese, 
And  utmost  Indian  isle,  Taprobane,  .  71 

Dusk  faces  with  white  silken  turbans  wreath*dt ; 
From  Gallia,  Gades,  and  the  British  west, 

M.  TttrtHM,  from  the  Latin  turmaf  a  troop. 

it.  The  Appian  rtttd  led  towsnia  the  Bonh ;  tkt  EmMam 

towanl«  the  south. 

•B*  JWtMff  s»uth  Svene,-  that  is,  on  the  vxtrcmc  MldlMfB 

Unit  of  the  Bonan  Emptre. 
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Ctormani  and  Scythians,  and  Sarmatiana  notik 
Beyond  Danubius  to  the  Tanric  pool. 
All  nations  now  to  Rome  obedience  pay,  tl 

To  Rome's  great  Emperor,  whose  wide  domiin 
In  ample  territory,  wealth  and  power. 
Civility  of  manners,  arts,  and  arms. 
And  long  renown,  thou  justly  may'st  prefer 
Before  the  Parthian ;  these  two  thrones  except,     85 
The  rest  are  barb'rous,  and  scarce  worth  the  sight. 
Shared  among  petty  kings  too  far  removed ; 
These  having  shewn  thee,  I  have  shewn  thetf  all 
The  kingdoms  of  the  world,  and  all  their  glory. 
This  emperor  hath  no  son,  and  now  is  old,  90 

Old  and  lascivious,  and  from  Rome  retired 
To  CapresB,  an  island  small  but  strong 
On  the  Campanian  shore,  with  purpose  there 
His  horrid  lusts  in  private  to  enjoy. 
Committing  to  a  wicked  favourite  M 

All  public  cares,  and  yet  of  him  suspicions 
Hated  of  all,  and  hating ;  with  what  ease. 
Indued  with  regal  virtues  as  thou  art, 
Appearing,  and  beginning  noble  deeds, 
Might'st  thou  expel  this  monster  from  his  throne. 
Now  made  a  stye,  and  in  his  place  ascending       101 
A  victor  people  free  from  servile  yoke  i 
And  with  my  help  thou  may'st ;  to  me  the  power 
Is  given,  and  by  that  right  I  give  it  thee. 
Aim  therefore  at  no  less  than  all  the  world,  105 

Aim  at  the  highest,  without  the  highest  attained 
Will  be  for  thee  no  sitting,  or  not  long. 
On  David's  throne,  be  prophesy'd  what  will. 
To  whom  the  Son  of  God  unmoved  reply'd  ! 
Nor  doth  this  grandeur  and  majestic  show  110 

Of  liixury,  though  call'd  magnificence. 
More  than  of  arms  before,  allure  mine  eye. 
Much  less  my  mind ;  though  thou  should'st  add  to  teB 
Their  sumptuous  gluttonies,  and  gorg^ua  feasts. 
On  citron  tables  or  Atlantic  stone,  llf 

90.  Such  If  the  account  which  history  hti  left  of  the  Emperor 
Tlbertos.  On  his  retirement  to  the  island  Caprea,  be  committed 
the  government  to  S«o<inn*»  his  infamous  fitTourite. 

1 15.  Citron  wood  was  very  much  admired  by  tlie  Roawns,  sni 
tables  made  of  it  were  a  great  article  of  loxory  amoar  IhesBf  aa 
vera  alM  caps  made  of  erptial  and  aiyrrMa««. 
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(Vor  I  kftTe  ako  bemrd,  ptriutpt  bare  xtaS) 

Thflir  wines  of  Setia»  CalM,  and  Faleme> 

OhiM,  and  Crete,  and  bow  tiiey  quaff  in  ifoldy 

Cryital  and  myrrbine  eapa  imboes'd  wilb  gemi 

And  stads  of  pearl ;  to  me  abonld'tttell  wbo  tbirrt  1 

And  bnnger  still :  then  embassiea  tbon  sbewlBt 

From  nations  far  and  nigb ;  wbat  bonoor  diat« 

But  tedioos  waste  of  time  to  sit  and  bear 

So  many  bi^ow  compliments  and  lies, 

Ootlandisb  flatteries  f  tben  proceed'st  to  talb        ISI 

Of  tb'  emperor,  bow  easily  subdued. 

How  gloriously ;  I  sball,  tbon  say'st,  expel 

A  brutiBb  monster :  wbat  if  I  witbal 

Expel  a  doTil  wbo  first  made  bim  sucb  I 

Let  his  tormentor,  Conscience,  find  bim  out ;        130 

For  him  I  was  not  sent,  nor  yet  to  free 

That  people,  victor  once,  now  rile  and  base, 

Deserredly  made  yassal,  wbo  once  just, 

Fmgral,  and  mild,  and  temperate,  conquer'd  well,   . 

But  gorem  iU  the  nations  under  yoke,  1S5 

Peeling  their  provinces,  exhausted  all 

By  lust  and  rajnoe ;  first  ambitious  grown 

Of  triumph,  that  insulting  vanity ; 

Then  cruel,  by  their  sports  to  blood  inured 

Of  fighting  beasts,  and  men  to  beasts  exposed,      140 

Luxurious  by  their  wealth,  and  greedier  still, 

And  from  the  daily  scene  effeminate. 

What  wise  and  yaliant  man  would  seeb  to  free 

These  thus  degenerate,  by  tbemselyes  enstaved. 

Or  could  of  inward  slaves  make  outward  free  t     149 

Know  therefore  when  my  season  comes  to  sit 

On  David's  throne,  it  shall  be  like  a  tree 

Spreading  and  overshadowing  all  the  earth, 

Or  as  a  stone  that  shall  to  pieces  dash 

All  monarchies  besides  tiironghout  the  world,       IM 

And  of  my  kingdom  there  shall  be  no  end : 

Means  there  shall  be  to  this,  but  what  the  means 

Is  not  for  thee  to  know  nor  me  to  teU. 

To  whom  the  Tempter  impudent  reply'd : 
I  see  all  offers  made  by  me  how  slight  lit 

Tbou  valuest,  because  offer'd,  and  rejecfst: 

ISO.  TadtuOsn*  ^  <• 
Matt.  zUL  as.  snd  Dm.  It.  11.  LokeLtti 
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Nofbing  will  please  thee,  difficult  and  nio; 

Or  nothing  more  than  still  to  contradict : 

On  th'  other  side  know  also  tlioa»  that  I 

On  what  I  offer  set  as  high  esteem,  16C 

Near  what  I  part  with  mean  to  giro  for  nonglit; 

All  these  which  in  a  moment  thou  behold'M, 

The  kingdoms  of  the  world,  to  thee  I  gire ; 

For,  giyen  to  me,  I  gire  to  whom  I  pleaee ; 

No  trifle ;  yet  with  this  reserve,  not  else,  165 

On  this  condition,  if  thou  wilt  fall  down. 

And  worship  me  as  thy  superior  lord. 

Easily  done,  and  hold  them  all  oi  me ; 

For  what  can  less  so  great  a  gift  deserre  f 

Whom  thus  our  Saviour  answer'd  with  disdalB : 
I  never  liked  thy  talk,  thy  offers  less.  If] 

Now  both  abhor,  since  thou  hast  dared  to  utter 
Th'  abominable  terms,  impious  condition ; 
But  I  endure  the  time,  till  which  expired. 
Thou  hast  permission  on  me.    It  is  written  178 

The  first  of  all  commandments,  Thou  shalt  worahip 
The  Lord  thy  God,  and  only  him  shalt  serve ; 
And  dar'st  thou  to  the  Son  of  God  propound 
To  worship  thee  accursed,  now  more  accursed 
For  this  attempt  bolder  than  that  on  Eve,  IM 

And  more  blasphemous  t  which  expect  to  me. 
The  kingdoms  of  the  world  to  thee  were  given* 
Permitted  rather,  and  by  thee  usurp'd ; 
Other  donation  none  thou  canst  produce : 
If  given,  by  whom  but  by  the  King  of  kings,        Mf 
God  over  all  supreme  t  If  given  to  thee. 
By  thee  how  fairly  is  the  giver  now 
Repaid  t   But  gratitude  in  thee  is  lost 
Long  since.    Wert  thou  so  void  of  fear  or  shames 
As  offer  them  to  me  the  Son  of  God,  IM 

To  me  my  own,  on  such  abhorred  pact. 
That  I  foil  down  and  worship  thee  as  CSodf 
Get  thee  behind  me ;  plain  thou  now  appear*!! 
That  evil  one,  Satan  for  ever  damn'd. 

To  whom  the  Fiend  with  fear  abash'd  rqplyM  t  Iff 
Be  not  so  sore  offended.  Son  of  God, 
Tbongh  eons  of  God  bodi  angels  are  and 

IM.  JRsef.  aword  aseA  Is  rigatfr 
niiShfhedevtt. 
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II  I,  to  try  whether  in  higher  aort 
Than  these  thou  hear'at  that  title,  hare  ptopowd. 
What  both  from  men  and  angels  I  reoeire,  IM 

Tetrarchs  of  fire,  air,  flood,  and  on  the  earth 
Nations  beside  from  all  the  qiuirter'd  winds, 
God  of  this  woiid  inVoked  and  world  beneath ; 
Who  then  thou  art,  whose  coming  is  foretold 
To  me  so  fatal,  me  it  most  concerns.  IM 

The  trial  hath  indamaged  thee  no  way. 
Rather  more  honour  left  and  more  esteem ; 
Me  nooght  adyantaged,  miiwing  what  I  aim'd. 
Therefore  let  pass,  as  they  are  transitory. 
The  kingdoms  of  this  world ;  I  shall  no  more       %IB 
Adrise  thee ;  gain  them  as  thou  canst,  or  not. 
And  th«9a  thyself  seem'st  otherwise  inclined 
Than  to  a  worldly  crown,  addicted  more 
To  contemplation  and  profound  dispute  ; 
As  by  that  early  action  may  be  judged,  SIS 

When  slipping  from  thy  mother's  eye  thou  wentfst 
Alone  into  the  temple ;  there  wast  found 
Among  the  gravest  Rabbles  disputant 
On  points  and  questions  fitting  Moses'  chair, 
breaching,  not  taught;  the  childhood  shews  the 

man. 
As  morning  shews  the  day.    Be  famous  then        921 
By  wisdom ;  as  thy  empire  must  extend, 
So  let  extend  thy  mind  o'er  all  the  world 
In  knowledge,  all  things  in  it  comprehend : 
AU  knowledgfe  is  not  CGpich'd  in  Moses'  law. 
The  Pentateuch,  or  what  the  Prophets  wrote ; 
The  Gentiles  also  know,  and  write,  and  teach 
To  admiration,  led  by  Nature's  light ; 
And  with  the  Gentiles  much  thou  must  eonTerse* 
Ruling  them  by  persuasion  as  thou  mean'st; 
Without  their  learning  how  wilt  thou  with  them» 
Or  they  with  thee,  hold  conrersation  meet  t 
How  wilt  thou  reason  with  them,  how  refute 
Their  idolisms,  traditions,  paradoxes  f 
Error  by  his  own  arms  is  best  evinced.  SU 

I«ok  once  more  ere  we  leave  this  specular  mount 
Westward,  much  nearer  by  sonth*west,  behold 

If  sin  XXIII.  9,  flSl.  Par.  Lof^  if^  m^ 
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Where  on  the  Mgthn  shore  a  city  stands 

Built  nobly»  pure  the  air,  and  lig^t  the  soi]» 

Athens  the  eye  of  Greece*  mother  of  arts 

And  eloquence,  native  to  famous  wits 

Or  hospitable,  in  her  sweet  recess. 

City  or  suburban,  studious  walks  and  shades ; 

See  there  the  olire  groye  of  Academe, 

Plato's  retirement,  where  the  Attic  bird 

Trills  her  thick- warbled  notes  the  summer  loBirt 

There  flow'ry  hill  Hymettus,  with  the  sound 

Of  bees'  industrious  murmur,  oft  invites 

To  studious  musing ;  there  llissns  rolls 

His  whiap'ring  stream :  within  the  walls  tiien  view 

The  schools  of  ancient  sages ;  his  who  bred  tU 

Great  Alexander  to  subdue  tiie  world, 

Lyceum  there,  and  painted  Stoa  next : 

There  shalt  thou  hear  and  learn  the  secret  pow«r 

Of  harmony  in  tones  and  numbers  hit 

By  voice  or  hand,  and  various>measared  varse* 

.Vidian  charms  and  Dorian  lyric  odes. 

And  his  who  gave  them  breath,  but  higher  mng. 

Blind  Melesigenea  thence  Homer  call'd. 

Whose  poem  Phcebus  challenged  for  his  own. 

Thence  what  the  lofty  grave  tragedians  taught 

In  Chorus  or  Iambic,  teachers  best 

Of  moral  prudence,  with  delight  received 

In  brief  sententious  precepts,  while  they  treat 

Of  Fate,  and  Chance,  and  change  in  human  life ; 

High  actions  and  high  passions  best  describing: 

Thence  to  the  famous  orators  repair. 

Those  ancient,  whose  resistless  eloquence 

Wielded  at  virill  that  fierce  democratie. 

Shook  th'  arsenal  and  fulmined  over  GreecSt 

To  Macedon  and  Artaxerxes'  throne : 

To  sage  Philosophy  next  lend  thine  ear. 

From  Heav'n  descended  to  the  low  roof'd  hooM 

Of  Socrates  {  see  there  his  tenement. 

Whom  well  inspired  the  oracle  pronounced 


The  foHowinr  pasrage  has  been  Justljr  pointed  out  as  eas 
of  Uw  moat  beautiful  in  the  poem.  It  is  pure,  clear,  and  diatlBol; 
Hke  a  nroapect  aeen  Uiroueh  a  Grecian  atmoaphepa. 

MS.  The  Lvetum  vras  the  school  of  Aristotle,  as  the  Aatd*wtf 
WM  that  of  Pkto ;  and  the  SloOf  which  was  adorned  Willi 
psintingi,  was  the  adMol  of  Zeno. 
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Wbest  of  mea ;  from  wbOM  moolh  iasmed  tefh 
M  >:luauoas  streams  that  water'd  aU  the  toihodt 
Of  Academioa  old  and  new,  with  thoee 
Simamed  Peripatetka,  and  the  lect 
Kpicorean,  and  the  8t^  terere ;  98€ 

These  here  reTolTe»  or,  ae  thon  lik'st,  at  home, 
Till  time  mature  thee  to  a  kingdom's  weight; 
Theie  rales  will  render  thee  a  king  complete 
Within  thyself,  much  more  with  empire  join'd. 

To  wham  oar  SsTiour  sagely  thns  reply'd  :        tBi 
Think  not  bat  that  I  know  these  things,  or  think 
I  know  them  not ;  not  therefore  am  I  short 
Of  knowing  what  I  ought :  he  who  receires 
Light  from  abore,  from  the  Fountain  of  Light, 
No  other  doctrine  needs,  though  granted  true ;     290 
Bat  these  are  false,  or  little  else  but  dreams, 
Coi^ectnres,  fancies,  built  on  nothing  firm. 
The  first  and  wisest  of  them  all  profess'd 
To  know  this  only,  that  he  nothing  knew ; 
The  next  to  fabling  fell  and  smooth  conceits ;        995 
A  thitd  sort  doubted  all  things,  though  plain  sense ; 
Others  in  virtue  placed  felicity, 
Bat  Tirtne  )oin'd  with  riches  and  long  life ; 
In  corporal  pleasure  he,  and  careless  ease ; 
The  Stoic  last  in  philosophic  pride,  300 

Ry  him  call'd  Virtue ;  and  bis  virtuous  man. 
Wise,  perfect  in  himself,  and  all  possessing. 
Equal  to  God,  oft  shames  not  to  prefer. 
As  fearing  God  nor  man,  contemning  all  304 

Wealth,  pleasure,  pain  or  torment,  death  and  life. 
Which,  whan  be  lists,  be  leaves,  or  boasts  be  can ; 
For  all  his  tedious  talk  is  but  vain  boast. 
Or  subtle  shifts  conviction  to  evade. 
Alas,  what  can  they  teach,  and  not  mislead. 
Ignorant  of  themselves,  of  God  much  more,  810 

And  how  the  worid  began,  and  how  man  fell 
Degraded  by  himself,  on  grace  depending  t 
Much  of  the  soul  they  talk,  but  sll  awry. 
And  in  themselves  seek  virtue,  and  to  themselves 

vs.  Tke  /Irtt ;  Socntet,  who  declired  be  coald  ^now  aochlsf 
brt  hlBMelf.— rAe  tierl ;  PIsto,  wh<we  myatictoiii  and  illerorita 
sre  here  slluded  to.—tke  third  t  thetcbolsfvof  PTrrbo,r"  ' 
pMlosopliy  WIS  altogether  tceptical.  The  others  who  ars  i 
era  the  A«Ademki  sad  the  EpicuesM. 
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All  glory  arrogate*  to  God  glre  iumm,  tli 

Rather  aceose  him  under  luoal  namee» 
Unrttue  and  Fate,  as  one  regardlees  quite 
Ot  mortal  things.    Who  therefore  seeks  in  these 
True  wisdom,  finds  her  not,  or  by  delusion 
Far  worse,  her  false  resemblance  only  meets*       SS0 
An  empty  cloud.    Howeyer,  many  books. 
Wise  men  hare  said,  are  wearisome ;  who  reads 
Incessantly,  and  to  his  reading  brings  not 
A  spirit  and  judgment  equal  or  superior 
(And  what  he  brings,  what  needs  he  elsewhere  seekf) 
Uncertain  and  unsettled  still  remains. 
Deep  yersed  in  books  and  shallow  in  himself. 
Crude  or  intoxicate,  collecting  toys. 
And  trifles  for  choice  matters,  worth  a  spunge ; 
As  children  gathering  pebbles  on  the  shore.  S39 

Or  if  I  would  delight  my  private  hours 
With  music  or  with  poems,  where  so  soon 
As  in  our  native  lang^uage  can  I  find 
That  solace  f  all  our  law  and  story  strew'd 
With  hjrmns,  our  psalms  with  artful  terms  inscribed. 
Our  Hebrew  songs  and  harps  in  Babylon,  S30 

That  pleased  so  well  our  yictorH*  ear,  declare 
That  rather  Greece  from  us  these  arts  derived ; 
HI  imitated,  while  they  loudest  sing 
The  vices  of  their  deities,  and  their  own,  S40 

In  fable,  hymn,  or  song,  so  personating 
Their  g^s  ridiculous,  and  themselves  past  shame : 
Remove  their  swelling  epithets,  thick  laid 
As  varnish  on  a  harlot's  cheek,  the  rest. 
Thin  sown  with  aught  of  profit  or  delight,  MS 

Will  far  be  found  unworthy  to  compare 
With  Sion's  songs,  to  all  true  taste  excelling. 
Where  God  is  praised  aright,  and  godlike  men. 
The  holiest  of  holies,  and  his  sainte ; 
Such  are  from  God  inspired,  not  BJUikk  from  flioe» 
Unless  where  moral  Tirtne  is  express'd 
By  light  of  Nature,  not  in  all  quite  losL 
Their  orators  thou  then  extoll'st,  as  those 
The  top  of  eloquence,  statists  indeed. 
And  loren  of  their  country,  as  may  seem ; 
But  herein  to  our  Propheto  far  beneadi 
Eeelsfc  xfL  IS.  nt.  PS. 
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As  men  dirinely  taught,  and  better  teaching 
The  solid  rules  of  ciril  government 
In  their  migeatic  onafTected  style 
Than  all  the  oratory  of  Greece  and  Rome.  IBt 

In  them  is  plainest  taught,  and  easiest  leamta 
What  makes  a  nation  happy,  and  keeps  it  so. 
What  ruins  kingdoms,  and  lays  cities  flat ; 
These  only  with  our  law  best  form  a  king. 

So  spake  the  Son  of  God  ;  but  Satan  now  18$ 

Quite  at  a  loss,  for  all  his  darts  were  spent. 
Thus  to  our  Sariour  with  stem  brow  replied : 

Since  neither  wealth,  nor  honour,  arms  nor  arts. 
Kingdom  nor  empire  pleases  thee,  nor  aught 
By  me  proposed  in  life  contemplative,  S7f 

Or  active,  tended  on  by  glory,  or  by  fame. 
What  dost  thou  in  this  world  ?  the  wilderness 
For  thee  is  fittest  place ;  I  found  thee  there. 
And  thither  will  return  thee  ;  yet  remember 
What  I  foretell  thee,  soon  thou  shalt  have  cause  375 
To  wish  thou  never  hadst  rejected  tlius 
Nicely  or  cautiously  my  oifer'd  aid. 
Which  would  have  set  thee  in  short  time  with  ease 
On  David's  throne,  or  throne  of  all  the  world. 
Now  it  full  age,  fulness  of  time,  thy  season,         380 
When  prophecies  of  thee  are  best  fulfill'd. 
Nov*  contrary,  if  I  read  aught  in  Ueav'n, 
Or  Heav'n  write  aught  of  Fate,  by  what  the  stars 
Yoluminous,  or  single  characters. 
In  their  conjunction  met,  give  me  to  spell,  385 

Sorrows,  and  labours,  opposition,  hate 
Attend  thee,  scorns,  reproaches,  injuries. 
Violence  and  stripes,  and  lastly  cruel  death ; 
A  kingdom  they  portend  thee,  but  what  kingdom, 
Real  or  allegoric  I  discern  not ;  390 

Nor  when,  eternal  sure,  as  without  end. 
Without  beginning  ;  for  no  date  prefix'd 
Directs  me  in  the  starry  rubric  set 

So  saying  he  took  (for  still  he  knew  his  power 
Not  yet  expired)  and  to  the  wilderness  385 


The  astrologer  Cardan,  with  a  rolxtare  of  madness  sod 
Impiety,  pretended  to  cast  the  nativity  of  Christ,  and  to  discover 
vkat  miut  hajre  been  his.  lot  from  the  situation  of  the  plsneti  tl 
hbUrthi 
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Bnmgkt  back  the  Son  of  God,  and  left  him  tiiei«» 
Feigning  to  disappear.    DarkneM  now  roee^ 
Am  day-light  sunk,  and  brought  in  louring  Nigfat, 
Her  shaduwy  offspring,  unsubstantial  both, 
Privation  mere  of  light  and  absent  day.  4M 

Our  Saviour  meek  and  with  untroubled  mind 
^Lfter  his  aery  jaunt,  though  harried  sore, 
Hungry  and  cold,  betook  him  to  his  rest. 
Wherever,  under  some  concourse  of  shades,    [shield 
Whose  branching  arms  thick  intertwined  might 
From  dews  and  damps  of  night  his  shelter'd  head. 
But  shelter'd,  slept  in  vain,  for  at  his  head 
The  Tempter  watch'd,  and  soon  with  ugly  dreama 
Disturb'd  his  sleep  ;  and  either  tropic  now 
'Gan  thunder,  and  both  ends  of  Heaven,  the  clouds 
From  many  a  horrid  rift  abortive  ponr'd  411 

Fierce  rain  with  lightning  mix'd,  water  with  fire 
In  ruin  reconciled :  nor  slept  the  winds 
Within  their  stony  caves,  but  rush'd  abroad 
From  the  four  hinges  of  the  world,  and  fell  41S 

On  the  vex'd  wilderness,  whose  tallest  pines. 
Though  rooted  deep  as  high,  and  sturdiest  oaks 
Bow'd  their  stiff  necks,  loaded  with  stormy  blasts; 
Or  torn  up  sheer :  ill  wast  thou  shrouded  then, 
O  patient  Son  of  God,  yet  only  stood'st  429 

Unshaken!     Nor  yet  stay'd  the  terror  there, 
Infernal  ghosts,  and  hellish  furies,  round    [shriek'd. 
Environed  thee,  some  howl'd,  some  yell'd,  some 
Some  bent  at  thee  their  fiery  darts,  while  thou 
Satst  unappall'd  in  calm  and  sinless  peace.  42S 

Thus  pass'd  the  night  so  foul,  till  morning  fair 
Came  forth  with  pilgrim  steps  in  amice  grey. 
Who  with  her  radiant  finger  still'd  the  roar 
Of  thunder,  chased  the  clouds,  and  laid  the  winds, 
And  grisly  spectres,  which  the  Fiend  had  raised  430 
To  tempt  the  Son  of  God  with  terrors  dire. 
Aad  BOW  the  sun  with  more  effectual  beams 
Had  cheer'd  the  face  of  earth,  and  dried  the  wet 
From  drooping  plant,  or  dropping  tree ;  the  birds. 
Who  all  thin;i:s  now  behold  more  fresh  and  green,  43S 
After  a  night  of  storm  so  ruinous, 

41*.  Hinge*:  a  UraiMladon  of  the  Latin  Cardo,  fhim  which  «e 
JertveUM  wwi  cajRdi«al,  ami  bcace  casdtnal  poialk 
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Clear'd  up  tbmx  choiceat  notes  in  bosh  aad  ipniy 

To  gratulate  the  sweet  retarn  of  mom; 

Nor  yet  amidst  this  joy  and  brightest  mom 

Was  absent,  after  all  his  mischief  done,  4M 

The  Prince  of  Darkness;  glad  woold  also  seem 

Of  this  fair  change^  and  to  our  Saviour  came. 

Yet  with  no  new  derice,  they  all  were  spent. 

Rather  by  this  his  last  affront  resolred, 

Desp'rate  of  better  course,  to  vent  his  ra^»  445 

And  mad  despite,  to  be  so  of t  repell'd. 

Him  walking  on  a  sunny  hill  he  found, 

Back'd  on  the  north  and  west  by  a  thick  wood  i 

Out  of  the  wood  he  starts  in  wonted  shape. 

And  in  a  careless  mood  thus  to  him  said :  450 

Fair  morning  yet  betides  thee,  Son  of  God, 
After  a  dismal  night ;  1  heard  the  wrack 
Aa  earth  and  s^  would  mingle ;  but  myself 
Was  distant ;  and  these  flaws,  the'  mortals  fear  them 
As  dangeroua  to  the  pillar'd  franxe  of  Heav'n,       4S5 
Or  to  the  Earth's  dark  basis  underneath. 
Are  to  the  main  as  inconsiderable 
And  harmless,  if  not  wholesome,  as  a  sneeze 
lo  man's  less  universe,  and  soon  are  gone ; 
Yet  as  being  oft  times  noKious  where  they  light  410 
On  man,  beast,  plant,  wasteful  and  turbulent. 
Like  turbulenries  in  th'  affairs  of  men, 
Over  whose  heads  they  roar,  and  seem  to  point. 
They  oft  fore-si^uify  and  threaten  ill: 
This  tempest  at  this,  desert  most  was  bentr;  4flS 

Of  men  at  thee,  for  only  thou  here  dwell 'st. 
Did  I  not  tell  thee,  if  thou  didst  reject 
The  perfiect  season  otfer'd  with  my  aid 
To  win  thy  destined  seat,  hut  Mrilt  prolong 
AU  to  the  push  of  Fate,  pursue  thy  way  4Z0 

Of  gaining  David's  throne  no  man  knows  when. 
For  both  the  when  and  how  is  no  where  told  1 
Thoa  shalt  be  what  thou  art  ordain'd,  no  doubt; 
For  angels  Lave  pruclaim'd  it,  but  concealing 
The  time  and  means :  each  act  is  rightliest  done,  4ZA 
Not  when  it  must,  but*  when  it  may  be  best. 
If  thou  observe  not  this,  be  sure  to  find 
What  I  foretold  thee,  many  a  haqd  assay 
Of  dangers,  and  adversities,  and  pains» 
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Ere  fhou  of  Israel's  sceptre  get  fast  hold ;  4P0 

Whereof  this  ominous  night  that  closed  the«  roimd« 
So  many  terrors,  voices,  prodigies. 
May  warn  thee,  as  a  sure  fore>going  sign. 

So  talk'd  he,  while  the  Son  of  God  went  on 
And  stay'd  not,  but  in  brief  him  answer'd  thus :  485 

Me  worse  than  wet  thou  find'st  not ;  other  harm 
Those  terrors  which  thou  speak'st  of  did  me  none ; 
1  never  fear'd  they  could,  though  noising  loud 
And  threat'ning  nigh ;  what  they  can  do  as  signs 
Betokening  jt  ill  boding,  I  contemn  490 

As  false  portents,  not  sent  from  God,  hut  thee ; 
Who  knowing  I  shall  reign  past  thy  preyenting, 
Obtrud'st  thy  ofier'd  aid,  that  I  accepting 
At  least  mighi  seem  to  hold  all  jmwer  of  thee. 
Ambitious  Spirit,  and  wouldst  be  thought  my  God,  405 
And  storm 'st  refused,  thinking  to  terrify 
Me  to  thy  will ;  desist,  thou  art  discem'd. 
And  toil'st  in  vain,  nor  me  in  vain  molest. 

To  whom  the  Fiend  now  swoln  with  rage  replied : 
Then  hear,  O  Son  of  David,  Virgin-born ;  fiOO 

For  Son  of  God  to  me  is  yet  in  doubt : 
Of  the  Messiah,  I  had  heard  foretold 
By  all  the  prophets ;  of  thy  birth  at  length 
Announced  by  Gabriel  witli  the  first  I  knew. 
And  of  th'  angelic  song  in  Bethlehem  field  SOS 

On  thy  birth-night,  that  sung  thee  Saviour  bom. 
From  that  time  seldom  have  I  ceased  to  eye 
Thy  infancy,  thy  childhood,  and  thy  youth, 
Thy  manhood  last,  though  yet  in  private  bred ; 
Till  at  the  ford  of  Jordan,  whither  all  ftlO 

Flock  to  the  Baptist,  I  among  the  rest, 
Though  not  to  be  baptized,  by  voice  from  Hear*]! 
Heard  thee  pronounced  the  Son  of  God  beloved. 
Thenceforth  I  thought  thee  worth  my  nearer  view 
And  narrower  scrutiny,  that  I  might  learn  SIS 

In  what  degree  or  meaning  thou  art  call'd 
The  Son  of  God,  which  bears  no  single  sense ; 

601.  I  have  before  obsenrod  that  there  does  not  seem  •afldent 
reason  for  suppo^in?  Chrlst'i  nature  and  character  anknowa  to 
Satan.  Milton,  by  laying  so  much  stress  as  be  has  done  oo  this 
kt&i,  rendered  it  necec«ary  for  him  to  pursue  n  argument,  whick 
contributes  noUOng  eilber  to  the  interest  or  the  •obllioity  of  the 
MiUect. 

SA 
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The  Son  of  God,  I  alio  am,  or  was. 

And  if  I  was,  1  am  ;  relation  stands ; 

All  men  are  sons  of  God ;  yet  thee  1  thonght        5M 

In  some  respect  far  higher  so  declared. 

Therefore  I  watch'd  thy  footsteps  fmn  that  hoar. 

And  foUow'd  thee  still  on  to  this  waste  wild  v 

Where  by  all  best  conjectures  I  collect 

Thim  art  to  be  my  fatal  enemy.  (M 

Good  reason  then,  if  1  before-hand  seek 

To  understand  my  adversary,  who 

And  what  he  is ;  his  wisdom,  power,  intent; 

By  parle  or  composition,  truce  or  league. 

To  win  him,  or  win  from  him  what  I  can.  930 

And  opportunity  I  here  have  had 

To  try  thee,  sift  thee,  and  confess  hare  found  thee 

Proof  agfainst  all  temptation,  as  a  rock 

Of  adamant,  and,  as  a  centre,  firm ; 

To  th'  utmost  of  mere  man  both  wise  and  good,    039 

Not  more  ;  for  honours,  riches,  kingdoms,  glory 

Have  been  before  contemu'd,  and  may  again : 

Therefore  to  know  what  xnore  thou  art  than  man. 

Worth  naming  Son  of  God  by  voice  from  Heav'a, 

Another  method  I  must  now  begin.  640 

So  saying  he  caught  him  up,  and  without  wing 
Of  hippogrif  bore  throu^^h  the  air  sublime 
Over  the  wilderness  and  o'er  the  plain ; 
Till  underneath  them  fair  Jerusalem, 
The  holy  city,  lifted  high  her  towers,  949 

And  higher  yet  the  glorious  temple  rear'd 
Her  pile,  far  off  appearing  like  a  mount 
Of  alabaster,  topp'd  with  golden  spires : 
There  on  the  highest  pinnacle  he  set 
The  Son  of  God,  and  added  thus  in  scorn :  990 

There  stand,  if  thou  wilt  stand ;  to  stand  upright 
Will  ask  thee  skill.    I  to  thy  Father's  house 
Have  brought  thee,  and  highest  placed,  highest  isbestt 
Now  shew  thy  progeny ;  if  not  to  stand. 
Cast  thyself  down ;  safely,  if  Son  of  God :  999 

For  it  is  written,  He  will  give  command 
Concerning  thee  to  his  angels,  in  their  handi 
They  shall  uplift  thee,  lest  at  any  time 
Tliou  chance  to  dash  thy  foot  against  a  stone> 

To  whom  thua  Jesus :  Also  it  is  written,  SCO 
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Tempt  not  the  Lord  thy  God.    He  said  and  itood ; 

Bat  Satan  smitten  with  amazement  fell : 

As  when  Earth's  son  Anteus  (to  compare 

Small  things  with  greatest)  in  Irassa  stro^ 

With  Jove's  Alcides,  and  oft  foil'd  still  rose. 

Receiving  from  his  mother  Earth  new  strengthj 

Fresh  from  his  fall,  and  fiercer  grapple  joined, 

Throttled  at  length  in  th'  air,  expired  and  fell; 

So  after  many  a  foil  the  Tempter  proud. 

Renewing  fresh  assaults,  amidst  his  pride  ff7t 

Fell  whence  he  stood  to  see  his  victor  fall 

And  as  that  Theban  monster  that  proposed 

Her  riddle,  and  him  who  solved  it  not  devonr'd, 

That  once  found  out  and  solved,  for  grief  and  spite 

Cast  herself  headlong  from  th'  Lsmenian  steep ;    7U 

So  struck  with  dread  and  anguish  fell  the  Fiend, 

And  to  his  crew,  that  sat  consulting,  brought 

Joyless  triumphals  of  his  hoped  success, 

Ruin,  and  desperation,  and  dismay. 

Who  durst  so  proudly  tempt  the  Son  of  God.         0M 

So  Satan  fell ;  and  straight  a  fiery  globe 

Of  angels  on  full  sail  of  wing  flew  nigh. 

Who  on  their  plumy  vans  received  him  soft 

From  his  uneasy  station,  and  up  bore 

As  on  a  floating  couch  through  the  blithe  air;       BU 

Then  in  a  flow'ry  valley  set  him  down 

On  a  green  bank,  and  set  before  him  spread 

A  table  of  celestial  food,  divine, 

Ambrosial  fruits  fetch 'd  from  the  tree  of  life. 

And  from  the  fount  of  life  ambrosial  drink,  60t 

That  soon  refresh'd  him  wearied,  and  repair'd 

What  hunger,  if  aught  hunger  had  impair'd. 

Or  thirst ;  and,  as  he  fed,  angelic  quires 

Sung  heav'nly  anthems  of  his  victory 

Over  temptation,  and  the  Temnter  proud :  MS 

True  image  of  the  Father,  whether  throned 
In  the  bosom  of  bliss,  and  light  of  light 
Conceiving,  or  remote  from  Heav'n  inshri&ed 

Ml.  1*hiii  ft  the  gnod  catastrophe  of  the  poem;  the  disooveif 
rf  Christ's  divinity  and  the  discomfiture  of  Satan. 

593.  The  iriant  Antsas  dwelt  in  Iraiwa,  a  place  tn  LIbjra,  tnd 
was  killed  by  Herculea  in  wrestlinfr. 

579.  The  Sphinx  wU  threw  herself  into  the  sea  when  CEdtfiw 
tslved  her  eoiyna  5Sl.  Matt,  in  ll. 


SM  PARADISE  REGAINED. 

In  fleshly  tabernacle,  and  human  form, 

Wand'ring  the  wilderness,  whatever  place. 

Habit,  or  state,  or  motion  still  expressingr 

The  Son  of  God,  with  God-like  force  endued 

Against  th'  attempter  of  thy  Father's  thnme. 

And  thief  of  Paradise ;  him  long  of  old 

Thou  didst  debel,  and  down  from  Heaven  cast 

With  all  his  army,  now  thou  hast  avenged 

Supplanted  Adam,  and  by  vanquishing 

Temptation,  hast  regain'd  lost  Paradise, 

And  frustrated  the  conquest  fraudulent : 

He  never  more  henceforth  will  dare  set  foot         810 

In  Paradise  to  tempt !  his  snares  are  broke : 

For  though  that  seat  of  earthly  bliss  be  fail'd, 

A  fairer  Paradise  is  founded  now 

For.  Adam  and  his  chosen  sons,  whom  thou 

A  Saviour  art  come  down  to  re-in>tal  615 

Where  they  shall  dwell  secure,  when  time  shall  be. 

Of  Tempter  and  temptation  without  fear. 

But  thou,  infernal  Serpent,  shalt  not  long 

Rule  in  the  clouds ;  like  an  autumnal  star 

Or  lightning  thou  shalt  fall  from^  Heav'n,  trod  down 

Under  his  feet :  for  proof,  ere  this  thou  feel'st       621 

Thy  wound,  yet  not  thy  last  and  deadliest  wound. 

By  this  repulse  received,  and  hold'st  in  Hell 

No  triumph ;  in  all  her  gates  Abaddon  rues 

Thy  bold  attempt ;  hereafter  learn  with  awe         625 

To  dread  the  Son  of  God ;  he  all  unarm'd 

Shall  chase  thee  with  the  terror  of  his  voice 

From  thy  demoniac  holds,  possession  foul, 

Thee  and  thy  legions ;  yelling  they  shall  fly, 

And  beg  to  hide  them  in  a  herd  of  swine,  630 

Lest  he  command  them  down  into  tLe  Deep, 

Bound,  and  to  torment  sent  before  their  time. 

Hail  Son  of  the  Most  High,  heir  of  both  worlds, 

Queller  of  Satan,  on  thy  glorious  work 

Now  enter,  and  begin  to  save  mankind*  635 

Thus  they  the  Son  of  God  our  Saviour  meek 
Sung  Victor,  and  from  heav'nly  feast  refrcsh'd 
Brought  on  his  way  with  joy  ;  he  unobserved 
Home  to  his  mother's  house  private  return'd. 

«N.  IMelt  Trom  the  Latin  dtbeUare,  to  overcome  in 
«19.  Luke  X.  18.  624.  Rev  is.  U. 
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A  DRAHATIC  POKH. 


br  nmln  Theud*  ud  aiidh  nf  bli  irtb^blcb  rHiu  ibr  ChoriH, 
vhi  iwk  la  comfort  him  «W  (btf  fad  ;  tbcB  br  hiA  Did  ftlhcr^ 
p«H  to  (noForv  lib  Ufaniv  tj  niuom ;  IuUTp  tlvl  Etala  frta  wu 
Rwlilmnl  b)i  Iha  Pktlblliiai  v  ■  dav  of  MiofciitriDr  Tor  their 
liuitmiici  ItvB  Om  lundi  of  aunn,  ■bleb  jui  nm^  bdUIs 

!■  Udud  »r  oAcr  pemu :  mal  fuly  'b)  i  public  oOnr  (o 

lmt<bi  psmAd  lHu4h  IIM  IhU  n  tna  Oaa.  in  neldi  to 
ta  iMv  vUk  tain,  irbo  cuia  mw  i^  lecobl  tlniH  wfifa  ant 
HirairiniDn  b  AiHIi  Ub  :  lhc-t;himu]<eirfn<lnlar'in  lhcpTtc«t 
HdDfpAb  ividnif  FjII  ofjDThil  Widf,  rD1H^Ku^e«lv  kui;  bli4ion'« 

tue.  rnuraallsi  IL  Unu  bihA  uRtmards  mtH*  jIlHtlnrUT  rFluInf 
4trUeal  to  Itiaagit;  vhfftfFWlUi  LtM  ingtdf  eudj. 


1^1F  yonder  bank  hatb  i 
Tben  I  un  wtnt  u  lit, 
ReUt^tu  me  (nm  my  > 
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Didly  in  13m  common  prison  else  enjom'd  me. 

Where  I*  a  prisoner  ebain'd,  Mcaree  ft«ely  dr»w 

The  air  imprisos'd  also^  eloee  and  damp, 

1Jnwh<Aeaome  draught  1  but  here  I  feel  amends. 

The  breath  of  Heav'n  fresh  blowing,  pure  and  sweelb 

With  day-spring  bora ;  here  leave  me  to  re^in.    II 

This  day  a  solems  feast  the  people  hold 

To  Dagon  their  sea-idol,  and  forbid 

Lftboriovs  wwks ;  unwilUngly  this  rest 

Their  superstition  yields  me  ;  hence  with  leave      IS 

Retiring  from  the  popular  noise,  I  seek 

This  unfrequented  place  to  find  some  ease, 

Kase  to  the  body  some,  none  to  the  mind 

From  restless  thoughts,  that  like  a  deadly  swarm 

Of  hornets  arm'd,  no  sooner  found  alone,  9# 

Bat  rush  upon  me  thronging,  and  present 

Times  past,  what  once  I  was,  and  what  am  now. 

O  wherefore  was  my  birth  from  Heav'n  foretold 

Twice  by  an  angel,  who  at  last  in  sight 

Of  both  my  parents  all  in  flames  ascended  SA 

From  off  the  altar,  where  an  offering  burn'd. 

As  in  a  ftery  column  charioting 

His  god-Kke  presence,  and  from  some  great  a«t 

Or  benefit  reveal'd  to  Abraham's  race  ? 

Why  was  my  breeding  order 'd  and  pre^^cribcd        30 

As  of  a  person  separate  to  God, 

Pesign'd  for  great  exploits :  if  I  must  die 

Betray'd,  capttved,  and  both  my  eyes  put  out. 

Made  of  my  enemies  the  scorn  and  gaze ; 

To  grind  in  brazen  fetters  tinder  task  39 

With  this  Heay'n-gifted  strength  ?  O  glorious  strength 

Put  to  the  labour  of  a  beast,  debased 

Lower  than  bond-slave  !  Promise  was  that  I 

Should  Israel  from  Philistlan  yoke  deliver ; 

Ask  for  this  great  deliverer  now,  and  find  him       40 

Eyeless  in  Gaaa  at  the  mill  with  slaves. 

Himself  in  bonds  under  Philistian  yoke  : 

Yet  stay,  let  me  not  rashly  call  in  doubt 

Divine  prediction  ;  what  if  all  foretold 

Had  been  fuliiird  but  through  mine  own  default,  49 

Whom  have  I  to  complain  of  but  myself? 

Who  this  high  gift  of  streng^th  committed  to  mt. 

In  what  part  lodged,  how  easily  bereft  me. 
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Under  the  seal  of  silence  could  not  keep 

But  weakly  to  a  woman  must  reveal  it,  .  N 

Overcome  with  importunity  and  tears. 

O  impotence  of  mind,  in  body  strong ! 

But  what  is  strength  without  a  double  share 

Of  wisdom,  vast,  unwieldy,  burdensome. 

Proudly  secure,  yet  liable  to  fall  fft 

By  weakest  subtleties,  not  made  to  rule, 

But  to  subserve  where  wisdom  bears  command  } 

Ood,  when  he  gave  me  strength,  to  shew  withal 

How  slight  the  gift  was,  hung  it  in  my  hair. 

But  peace,  I  must  not  quarrel  with  the  will  fl) 

Of  highest  dispensation,  which  herein 

Haply  had  ends  above  my  reach  to  know : 

Suffices  that  to  me  strength  is  my  bane. 

And  proves  the  source  of  all  my  miseries  ; 

80  many,  and  so  huge,  that  each  apart  09 

Would  ask  a  life  to  wail,  but  chief  of  all, 

O  loss  of  sight,  of  thee  I  most  complain  ! 

Blind  among  enemies,  O  worse  than  chains, 

Ihmgeon,  or  beggary,  or  decrepit  age  I 

Light,  the  prime  work  of  God,  to  me  is  extinct,     7f 

And  all  her  various  objects  of  delight 

AnnuU'd,  which  might  in  part  my  gprief  have  eased 

Inferior  to  the  vilest  now  become 

Of  man  or  worm  ;  the  vilest  here  excel  me, 

They  creep,  yet  see,  I  dark  in  light  exposed  7i 

To  daily  fraud,  contempt,  abuse,  and  wrong ; 

Within  doors,  or  without,  still  as  a  fool. 

In  power  of  others,  never  in  my  own  ; 

Scarce  half  1  seem  to  live,  dead  more  than  half. 

O  dark,  dark,  dark,  amid  the  blaae  of  noon,  M 

Irrecoverably  dark,  total  eclipse 

Without  all  hope  of  day  I 

O  first<created  beam,  and  thou  great  Word, 

Let  there  be  light,  and  light  was  overall ; 

Why  am  I  thus  bereaved  thy  prime  decree  t  M 

The  sun  to  me  is  dark 

And  silent  as  the  moon. 

When  she  deserts  the  night 

t7.  Shalupeare,  tecond  part  of  Henry  VI.  Act  1.  Se.  Ii.-TA« 
$Uemt  0/  tie  uigklf  which  is  s  cltHlcal  ezpseHloa, 
eonilaf  to  WarlNirtoo,  an  imttrlunar  night. 
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Strongest  of  mortal  men, 

To  lowest  pitch  of  abject  fortune  thou  tat  fdlea. 

For  him  I  reckon  not  in  high  estate  ITt 

Whom  long  descent  of  birth 

Or  the  sphere  of  fortune  raises ; 

But  thee  whose  strength,  while  rirtue  was  her  nurti^ 

Might  hare  subdued  the  earth 

Universally  crown'd  with  highest  praises.  ITS 

Sam.  I  hear  the  sounds  of  words ;  their  sense  tiba 
DissolTes  ui^jointed  ere  it  reach  my  ear.  [air 

Chor.  He  speaks,  let  us  draw  nigh.    Matchless  in 
Hie  glory  late  of  Israel,  now  the  grief;  [mighty 

We  come  thy  friends  and  neighbours  not  unknown 
From  Eshtaol  and  Zora's  fruitful  ?ale,  181 

To  visit  or  bewail  thee ;  or,  if  better. 
Counsel  or  consolation  we  may  bring. 
Salve  to  thy  sores ;  apt  words  have  power  to  swage 
The  tumours  of  a  troubled  mind,  ISS 

And  are  as  balm  to  fester'd  wounds. 

Sam.  Ycur  coming,  friends,  revives  me,  for  I  leam 
Now  of  my  own  experience,  not  by  talk. 
How  counterfeit  a  coin  they  are  who  friends 
Bear  in  their  superscription  (of  the  most  199 

I  would  be  understood),  in  prosperous  days 
They  swarm,  but  in  adverse  withdraw  their  head. 
Not  to  be  found,  though  sought.    Ye  see,  O  friends. 
How  many  evils  have  inclosed  me  round  ; 
Yet  that  which  was  the  worst  now  least  afflicts  me. 
Blindness,  for  had  I  sight,  confused  with  shame,  190 
How  could  I  once  look  up,  or  heave  the  head. 
Who  like  a  foolish  pilot  have  shipwreck'd 
My  vessel  trusted  to  me  from  above. 
Gloriously  rigg'd  ;  and  fur  a  word,  a  tear,  200 

Fool  I  have  divulged  the  secret  gift  of  God 
To  a  deceitful  woman?    Tell  me,  friends. 
Am  ]  not  sung  and  proverb'd  for  a  fool 
In  every  street  1  do  they  not  say,  How  well 
Are  come  upon  him  his  deserts  1  yet  why  t  903 

Immeasurable  strength  they  might  behold 
In  me,  of  wisdom  nothing  more  than  mean  ; 
This  with  the  other  should  at  least  have  pair'd, 

ISI*  Eshlaol  and  Zora,  two  towna  belonging^  to  the  tribe  of  Daik 
Joth.  six.  41.  Judg.  xiii.  3.  35.  Joch.  xv.  30^ 
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Tbew  two  proportion'd  ill  drore  me  transrene. 

Chor,  Tax  not  divine  disponal ;  wisest  men       tlf 
Have  err'd,  and  by  bad  women  been  deceived ; 
And  shall  again,  pretend  they  ne'er  so  wise. 
Deject  not  then  so  overmuch  thyself* 
Who  hast  of  sorrow  thy  full  load  besides  ; 
Yet  truth  to  say,  I  oft  have  heard  men  wonder    215 
Why  thou  shouldst  wed  Philistian  women  rather 
Than  of  thine  own  tribe  fairer,  or  as  fair. 
At  least  of  thy  own  nation,  and  as  noble. 

Sam.  The  first  I  saw  at  Timna,  and  she  pleased 
Me,  not  my  parents,  that  I  sought  to  wed  S20 

The  daughter  of  an  infidel :  they  knew  not 
That  what  1  motion'd  was  of  God ;  I  knew 
From  intimate  impulse,  and  therefore  ui^ed 
The  marriage  on  ;  that  by  occanion  hence 
I  might  begin  Israel's  deliverance,  S2S 

The  work  to  which  I  was  divinely  call'd. 
She  proving  false,  the  next  I  took  to  wife 
(O  that  I  never  had  !  fond  wish  too  Iate( 
Was  in  the  vale  of  Sorec,  Dalila, 
That  specious  monster,  my  aecomplitib'd  snare. .  930 
I  thought  it  lawful  from  my  former  act. 
And  the  same  end  ;  still  watching  to  oppress 
Israel's  oppressors ;  of  what  now  I  suffer 
She  was  not  the  prime  cause,  but  I  myself, 
Who  vanquish'd  with  a  peal  of  words*  (O  weakness!) 
Gave  up  my  fort  of  silence  to  a  woman.  23C 

Chor.  In  seeking  just  occasion  to  provoke 
The  Philistine,  thy  country's  enemy. 
Thou  never  wast  remiss,  I  bear  thee  witness: 
Yet  Israel  still  serves  with  all  his  sons.  *!• 

Sam,  That  fault  I  take  not  on  me,  but  transfer 
On  Israel's  governors,  and  heads  of  tribes. 
Who  seeing  those  great  acts,  which  God  had  done 
Singly  by  me  against  their  couquerora. 
Acknowledged  not,  or  not  at  all  consider'd  MS 

Deliverance  offer'd :  1  on  the  other  side 
Used  no  ambition  to  commend  my  deeds,  [doer; 

The  deeds  tliemselves,  though  mute,  spoke  lond  the 
But  they  persisted  deaf,  and  would  not  seem 
To  count  them  things  worth  notice,  till  at  length  350 
Their  lords  the  Philistines  with  gather'd  powers 
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Eater'd  Jadea  seeking  me«  who  then 

Safe  to  the  rock  of  Etham  was  retired. 

Not  llyinf;,  but  forecasting  in  what  place 

To  set  upon  them,  what  advantaged  best :  S55 

Meanwhile  the  men  of  Judah,  to  prevent 

The  harass  of  their  land,  beset  me  round  ; 

I  willingly  on  some  conditions  came 

Into  their  hands,  and  they  as  gladly  yield  me 

To  the  uncircumcised  a  welcome  jhrey,  SOO 

Bound  with  two  cords;  but  cords  to  me  were  threads 

Tooch'd  with  the  flame :  on  their  whole  host  I  flew 

Unarm'd,  and  with  a  trivial  weapon  fell'd 

Their  choicest  youth  ;  they  only  lived  who  fled. 

Had  Jiidah  that  day  join'd,  or  one  whole  tribe,     965 

They  had  by  this  possess'd  the  towers  of  Oath, 

And  lorded  over  them  whom  they  now  serve  : 

But  what  mure  oft  in  nations  grown  corrupt. 

And  by  their  vices  brought  to  servitude. 

Than  to  love  bondage  more  than  liberty ;  370 

Bondage  with  ease  than  strenuous  liberty : 

And  to  despise,  or  envy,  or  suspect 

Whom  6o4  hath  of  his  special  favour  raised 

As  their  deliverer;  if  he  aught  begin. 

How  frequent  to  desert  him,  and  at  last  275 

To  heap  ingratitude  on  worthiest  deeds  1 

Chor.  Thy  words  to  my  remembrance  bring 
How  Succoth  and  «.he  fort  of  Penuel 
Their  great  deliverer  cuntemn'd, 
The  matchless  Gideon  in  pursuit 
Of  Madian  and  her  vanquish 'd  kings : 
And  how  ingrateful  Ephraim 
Had  dealt  with  Jephtha,  who  by  argument. 
Not  worse  than  by  his  shield  and  spear. 
Defended  Israel  from  the  Ammonite,  989 

Had  not  his  prowess  quell'd  their  pride 
In  that  sore  battle,  when  so  many  died 
Without  reprieve  adjudged  to  death, 
For  want  of  well  pronouncing  Shibboleth. 

Sam.  Of  such  examples  add  nft  to  the  roll. 
Me  essily  indeed  mine  may  neglect. 
But  God's  proposed  deliverance  not  so. 

CAsr.  Just  are  the  ways  of  God, 
And  justifiable  to  men ; 
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Unlesa  there  be  who  think  not  God  at  all ;  90S 

If  any  be,  they  walk  obscure ; 
For  of  such  doctrine  never  was  there  school, 
But  the  heart  of  the  fool. 
And  no  man  therein  doctor  but  himself.  309 

Yet  more  there  be  who  doubt  his  ways  not  just. 
As  to  his  own  edicts  found  contradicting. 
Then  g^ive  the  reins  to  wandering  thought. 
Regardless  of  his  glory's  diminution ; 
Till  by  their  own  perplexities  involred 
They  ravel  more,  still  less  resolved,  IM 

But  never  find  self-satisfying  solution. 

As  if  they  would  confine  th'  Interminable, 
And  tie  him  to  his  own  prescript. 
Who  made  our  laws  to  bind  us,  not  himself, 
And  hath  full  right  to  exempt  SIO 

Whom  so  it  pleases  him  by  choice 
From  national  obstriction,  without  taint 
Of  sin,  or  legal  debt ; 
For  with  his  own  laws  he  can  best  dispense* 

He  would  not  else,  who  never  wanted  means,    31ft 
Nor  in  respect  of  th'  enemy  just  cause 
To  set  his  people  free, 
Have  prompted  this  heroic  Nazarite, 
Against  his  vow  of  strictest  purity, 
To  seek  in  marriage  that  fallacious  bride,  320 

Unclean,  unchaste. 

Down  reason  then,  at  least  vain  reasonings  down. 
Though  reason  here  aver 
That  moral  verdict  quits  her  of  unclean : 
Unchaste  was  subsequent ;  her  stain,  not  his.        339 

But  see,  here  comes  thy  reverend  sire 
With  careful  step,  locks  white  as  down. 
Old  Manoah :  advise 
Forthwith  how  thou  ought'st  to  receive  him. 

Sam.  Ay  me,  another  inward  g^iuf  awaked       839 
With  mention  of  that  name  renews  th'  assault. 

Man.  Brethren  and  men  of  Dan,  for  such  ye  seeiBft 
Though  in  this  uncouth  place  ;  if  old  respect, 

398.  Ps.  Xiv.  1. 
ai9.  Sainton*!  vow  u  a  NasArite,  obii^  him  to  the  moat  per- 
fect obaervance  of  the  whole  Mocaical  law,  which  be  broiUr  bf  Ml 
■Mrrtage  with  a  Gentile  woman. 
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Aa  I  auppoae,  towards  your  once  i^otyd  Mtadt 
My  aoB  now  captive,  hither  hath  iofona'd  SSS 

Your  younger  feet,  while  mine  cast  back  with  age 
Came  laf^ng  after ;  say  if  he  be  here  t 

Char.  As  sigpaal  now  in  low  dejected  state. 
As  erst  in  highest,  behold  him  where  he  lies. 

Man.  O  miserable  change  I  is  this  the  man,      814 
That  inrincible  Samson,  far  renown'd. 
The  dread  of  Israel's  foes,  who  with  a  strength 
Equivalent  to  angels  walk'd  their  streets. 
None  offering  fight :  who  single  combatant 
Duell'd  their  armies  rank'd  in  proud  array,  S4A 

Himself  an  army,  now  unequal  match 
To  save  himself  against  a  coward  arm'd 
At  one  spear's  length  ?    O  ever-failing  trust. 
Immortal  strength !  and  oh  what  not  in  man 
Deceivable  and  vain  ?    Nay,  what  thing  good       XA 
Pray'd  for,  but  often  proves  our  woe,  our  bane  t 
I  pray'd  for  children,  and  thought  barrenness 
In  wedlock  a  reproach ;  I  gain'd  a  sou. 
And  such  a  son  as  all  men  hail'd  me  happy ; 
Who  would  be  now  a  father  in  my  stead  ?  355 

O  wherefore  did  God  grant  rac  my  request. 
And  as  a  blessing  with  such  pomp  adom'd  t 
Why  are  his  gifts  desirable,  to  tempt 
Our  earnest  prayers,  then,  given  with  solemn  hand 
As  graces,  draw  a  scorpion's  tail  behind  ?  360 

For  this  did  th'  angel  twice  descend  1  for  this 
Ordain 'd  thy  nurture  holy  as  of  a  plant 
Select,  and  sacred,  urlorious  for  a  while. 
The  miracle  of  men  ;  then  in  an  hour 
Insnared,  assaulted,  overcome,  led  bound,  305 

Thy  foes'  derision,  captive,  poor  and  blind. 
Into  a  dungeon  thrust,  to  work  with  slaves? 
Alas,  methinks  whom  God  hath  chosen  once 
To  worthiest  deeds,  if  lie  through  frailty  en. 
He  should  not  so  o'erwhelm,  and  as  a  thrall         371 
Subject  him  to  so  foul  indignities 
Be'  it  but  for  honour's  sake  of  former  deeds. 

Sam.  Appoint  not  lieav'nly  disposition.  Father; 
Nothing  of  all  theKC  evils  hath  befall'n  me 

3S9.  Lnke  xi.  IS. 
if9»  Appomt,  arnljfo  or  mitninoa  to 
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But  justly ;  I  myself  have  brought  them  on,         875 

Sole  author  I,  sole  cause :  if  aught  seem  rile. 

As  vile  hath  been  my  folly,  who  have  profaned 

The  mystery  of  God  giv'n  me  under  pledge 

Of  vow,  and  have  betray'd  it  to  a  woman, 

A  Canaanite,  my  faithless  enemy.  WO 

This  well  I  knew,  nor  was  at  &11  surprised. 

But  wam'd  by  oft  experience :  did  not  she 

Of  Timna  first  betray  me,  and  reveal 

The  secret  wrested  from  me  in  her  highth 

Of  nuptial  love  profess'd,  carrying  it  straight        389 

To  them  who  had  corrupted  her,  my  spies. 

And  rivals  1  In  this  other  was  there  found 

Moie  faith,  who  also  in  her  prime  of  love. 

Spousal  embraces,  vitiated  with  gold. 

Though  offer'd  only,  by  the  scent  conceived  S90 

Her  spurious  first-bom,  treason  against  me  f 

Thrice  she  assay'd  with  flattering  pray'rs  and  sighs, 

And  amorous  reproaches,  to  win  from  me 

My  capital  secret,  in  what  part  my  strength  [know ; 

Lay  stored,  in  what  part  summ'd,  that  she  might 

Thrice  I  deluded  her,  and  tum'd  to  sport  ^M 

Her  importunity,  each  time  perceiving 

How  openly,  and  with  what  impudence 

She  purposed  to  betray  me,  and  (which  was  worse 

Than  undissembled  hate)  with  what  contempt        40# 

She  soiight  to  make  me  traitor  to  myself; 

Yet  the  fourth  time,  when  must'ring  all  her  wiles. 

With  blandish'd  parleys,  feminine  assaults. 

Tongue-batteries,  she  surceased  not  day  nor  night 

To  storm  me  ovcr-watch'd,  and  weary'd  out,         409 

At  times  when  men  seek  most  repose  and  rest, 

I  yielded,  and  unlock'd  her  all  my  heart. 

Who  with  a  gprain  of  manhood  well  resolved 

M  ight  easily  have  shook  off  all  her  snares ; 

But  foul  effeminacy  held  me  yoked  410 

Her  bond-slave ;  O  indignity,  0  blot 

To  honour  and  religion  I  servile  mind 

Rewarded  well  with  servile  punishment! 

The  base  degree  to  which  I  now  am  fallen. 

These  rags,  this  grinding  is  not  yet  so  base  419 

As  was  my  former  servitude  ignoble. 

Unmanly,  ignominious,  infamous. 
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IVne  sUrerj,  and  that  blindnew  worse  fban  tbH^ 
That  saw  not  how  degenerately  I  senred.  41§ 

Attm.  I  cannot  praise  thy  marriage  choices,  Son* 
Rattier  approred  them  not ;  but  thou  didst  plead 
Divine  impulsion  prompting  how  thou  might'st 
Find  some  occasion  to  infest  our  foes. 
1  state  not  that ;  this  I  am  sure,  our  foes 
Found  soon  occasion  thereby  to  make  thee  41ft 

Their  captive,  and  their  triumph ;  thou  the  sooner 
Temptation  found'st,  or  over-potent  charms 
To  violate  the  sacred  trust  of  silence 
Deposited  within  thee ;  which  to  have  kept 
Tacit  was  in  thy  power :  true  ;  and  thou  bear'st  436 
Enough,  and  more,  the  burden  of  that  fault ; 
Bitterly  habt  thou  paid,  and  still  art  paying 
That  rigid  score.    A  worse  thing  yet  remains  : 
This  day  the  Philistines  a  popular  feast 
Here  celebrate  in  Gaza ;  and  proclaim  439 

Great  pomp  and  sacrifice,  and  praises  loud 
To  Dagon,  as  their  god  who  hath  deliver'd 
Thee,  Samson,  bound  and  blind  into  their  hands. 
Them  out  of  thine,  who  slew'st  them  many  a  slain. 
So  Dagon  shall  be  magnified,  and  God,  44i 

Besides  whom  is  no  god,  compared  with  idols 
Disglorified,  blasphemed,  and  had  in  scorn 
By  the  idolatrous  rout  amidst  their  wine ; 
Which  to  have  come  to  pass  by  means  of  thee, 
Samson,  of  all  thy  sufferings  think  the  heaviest,  44S 
Of  all  reproach  the  most  with  shame  that  ever 
Could  have  befallen  thee  and  thy  father's  house. 

Sam.  Father,  I  do  acknowledge  and  confess 
That  I  this  honour,  I  this  pomp,  have  brought 
To  Dagon,  and  advanced  his  praises  high  '150 

Among  the  Heathen  'round ;  to  God  have  brought 
Dishonour,  obloquy,  and  oped  the  mouths 
Of  idolists,  and  atheists ;  have  brought  scandal 
To  Israel,  diffidence  of  God,  and  doubt 
In  feeble  hearts,  propense  enough  before  4U 

To  waver,  or  fall  off  and  join  with  idols ; 
Which  is  my  chief  affliction,  shame  and  sorrow. 
The  anguish  of  my  soul,  that  suffers  not 
Mine  eye  to  harbour  sleep,  or  thoughts  to  rest. 
fUi  only  hope  relieves  me,  that  the  strife  400 


// 


SAMSON  AG0NISTE8.  |87 

With  me  bath  end ;  all  the  contest  is  now 

Twixt  God  and  Dagon$  Dagon  hath  presamed. 

Me  overthrown,  to  enter  lists  with  God, 

His  deity  comparing  and  preferring 

Before  the  Ood  of  Abraham.    He,  be  sure*  400 

Will  not  connive,  or  linger,  thus  provoked, 

But  will  arise  and  his  g^eat  name  assert : 

Dag^n  must  stoop,  and  shall  ere  long  receive 

Such  a  discomfit,  as  shall  quite  despoil  him 

Of  all  these  boasted  trophies  won  on  me,  47t 

And  with  confusion  blank  his  worshippers. 

Man,  With  cause  this  hope  relieves  thee,  and  tibeM 
I  as  a  prophecy  receive ;  for  6od»  [w<Hrds, 

Nothing  more  certain,  will  not  long  defer 
To  vindicate  the  glory  of  his  name  47ft 

Against  all  competition,  nor  will  long 
Endure  it  doubtful  whether  God  be  Lord, 
Or  Dagon.    But  for  thee  what  shall  be  done  t 
Thou  must  not  in  the  meanwhile  here  forgot 
Lie  in  this  miserable  loathsome  plight  4M 

Neglected.    I  already  have  made  way 
To  some  Philistian  lords,  with  whom  to  treat 
About  thy  ransom :  well  they  may  by  this 
Have  satisfied  their  utmost  of  revenge 
By  pains  and  slaveries,  worse  than  death  inflicted 
On  thee,  who  now  no  more  canst  do  them  harm.    464 

Sam.  Spare  that  proposal.  Father,  spare  the  trouUe 
Of  that  solicitation ;  let  me  here. 
As  I  deserve,  pay  on  my  puui^'hment; 
And  expiate,  if  possible,  my  crime,  404 

Shameful  garrulity.    To  have  reveal'd 
Secrets  of  men,  the  secrets  of  a  friend, 
How  heinous  had  the  fact  been,  how  deserving 
Contempt,  and  scorn  of  all,  to  be  excluded 
All  friendship,  and  avoided  as  a  blab,  4N 

The  mark  of  fool  set  on  his  front  Y 
But  I  God's  counsel  have  not  kept,  his  holy  Mcrek 
Presumptuously  have  publish'd  impiously. 
Weakly  at  least,  and  shamefully :  a  sin 
That  Gentiles  in  their  parables  condemn  444 

500.  The  sMuslon  Is  to  the  story  of  Tantalus,  who  it  is  sidd  v» 
vealed  the  secrrts  of  the  gpods,  aiui  was  for  that  ooHdemnrd  Is 
—wlihinent  la  the  infernal  regiovM, 

2  B 
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To  their  abyss  and  horrid  pains  confined. 

Man.  Be  penitent  and  for  thy  fault  cootritei 
But  act  not  in  thy  own  affliction,  Son : 
Repent  the  sin,  but  if  the  punishment 
Thou  canst  avoid,  self-preservation  bids ;  5M 

Or  th'  execution  leave  to  high  disposal. 
And  let  another  hand,  not  thine,  exact 
Thy  penal  forfeit  from  thyself ;  perhaps 
God  will  relent,  and  quit  thee  all  his  debt ; 
Who  ever  more  approves,  and  more  accepts  510 

(Best  pleased  with  humble*  and  filial  submission) 
Him  who  imploring  mercy  sues  for  life. 
Than  who  self-rigorous  chooses  death  as  due : 
Which  argfues  over-just,  and  self-displeased 
For  self-offence,  more  than  for  God  offended.         51& 
Reject  not  then  what  offer'd  means  ;  who  knows 
But  God  hath  sent  before  us,  to  return  thee 
Home  to  thy  country  and  his  sacred  house. 
Where  thou  mayst  bring  thy  offerings,  to  avert 
His  further  ire,  with  pray'rs  and  vows  renew'd  t  5S0 

Sam,  His  pardon  I  implore  ;  but  as  fur  life. 
To  what  end  should  I  seek  it  1  when  in  strength 
All  mortals  I  excell'd,  and  great  in  hopes 
With  youthful  courage  and  magnanimous  thoughts 
Of  birth  from  Heav'n  foretold  and  high  exploits,  525 
full  of  divine  instinct,  after  some  proof 
Of  acts  indeed  heroic,  far  beyond 
The  sons  of  Anak,  famous  now  and  blazed. 
Fearless  of  danger,  like  a  petty  god, 
I  walk'd  about  admired  of  all,  and  dreaded  530 

On  hostile  ground,  none  daring  my  affront. 
Then  swollen  with  pride  into  the  snare  I  fell 
Of  fair  fallacious  looks,  venereal  trains, 
Soften'd  with  pleasure  and  voluptuous  life  ; 
At  lenf^h  to  lay  my  head  and  hallow'd  pledge      535 
Of  all  my  strength  in  the  lascivious  lap 
Of  a  deceitful  concubine,  who  shore  me 
Like  a  tame  wether,  all  my  precious  fleece. 
Then  tum'd  me  out  ridiculous,  despoil'd. 
Shaven  and  disarm 'd  among  mine  enemies.  540 

Chor.  Desire  of  wine  and  all  delicious  drinks, 

ftSS.  0/  is  to  be  understood  before  all.  Ac 
•41.  Alluiion  U  here  made  to  the  nrictneM  or  VMng  Impossi 
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Which  many  a  famocu  warrior  OTertums, 
Thou  cotildst  repress,  nor  did  the  dancing  ruby 
Sparkling,  out-pour'd,  the  flayour,  or  the  smell. 
Or  ta»te  that  cheers  the  heart  of  gods  and  men.  Mi 
Allare  thee  from  the  cool  crystalline  stream, 

Sam.  Wherever  fountain  or  fresh  current  flow'd 
Against  the  eastern  ray,  translucent,  pure 
With  touch  ethereal  of  Heav'n's  fiery  rod, 
I  drank,  from  the  clear  milky  juice  alla3ring         SM 
Thirst,  and  refresh'd  ;  nor  envy'd  them  the  grape 
Whose  heads  that  tnrbtilent  liquor  fills  with  fumes. 
Chor.  O  madness,  to  think  use  of  strongest  wines 
And  strongest  drinks  our  chief  support  of  health. 
When  God  with  these  forbidden  made  choice  to  rear 
His  mighty  champion,  strong  above  compare,       556 
Whose  drink  was  only  from  the  liquid  brook. 

Sam.  But  what  avail'd  this  temp'rance,  not  com- 
Against  another  object  more  enticing  ?  [plete 

What  boots  it  at  one  gate  to  make  defence,  500 

And  at  another.to  let  in  the  foe. 
Effeminately  vanquish'd  1  by  which  means. 
Now  blind, dishearten 'd, shamed,  dishonoured, qneU'd* 
To  what  can  I  be  useful,  wherein  serve 
My  nation,  and  the  work  from  Heav'n  imposed,  505 
But  to  sit  idle  on  the  household  hearth,  ^ 

A  burdenous  drone  ;  to  visitants  a  gaze. 
Or  pitied  object,  these  redundant  locks 
Robustious  to  no  purpose  clust'ring  down. 
Vain  monument  of  strength ;  till  length  of  years  570 
And  sedentary  numbness  craze  my  limbs 
To  a  contemptible  old  age  obscure  f 
Here  rather  let  me  drudge  and  earn  my  bread. 
Till  vermin,  or  the  draff  of  servile  food. 
Consume  me,  and  oft-invocated  death  571 

Hasten  the  welcome  end  of  all  my  pains. 
Man.  Wilt  thou  then  serve  the  Philistines  with 
that  gift 
Which  was  expressly  given  thee  to  annoy  them  f 

a  the  Nuarite*!  vow,  which  Samtou  kept  in  all  respccth  but  ia 
marriaife  with  a  •traoM  woman. 
MS.  Jadffcs  ix.  13.  Goat  here  means  the  false  gods  of  the  liea» 
0ien  dties,  or  the  conquerors  and  freat  men,  so  called  in  hoooar 
a  dieir  famoos  deeds. 

S71.  Craw,  so  osed  Par.  Lost,  iH.  SIO. 
RS 
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Better  at  home  lie  bed-rid,  not  only  idle, 
Inglorions,  nnemploy'd,  witb  age  oat>wom.  m 

But  God,  who  caused  a  fottntain  at  thy  prayer 
From  the  dry  gnnrand  to  spring*  thy  thirst  to  allay 
After  the  bnrnt  of  battle,  can  as  easy 
Cause  light  again  within  thy  eyes  to  spring. 
Wherewith  to  serve  him  better  than  thou  hast ;   SU 
And  I  persuade  me  so ;  why  else  this  strength 
Miraculous  yet  remaining  in  those  loclcs  f 
His  might  continues  in  thee  not  for  nought. 
Nor  shall  his  wondrous  g^fts  be  frustrate  thus.      580 

Sam.  All  otherwise  to  me  my  thoughts  portend 
That  these  dark,  orbs  no  more  shall  treat  with  ligh^ 
Nor  th'  other  light  of  life  continue  long, 
But  yield  to  double  darkness  nigh  at  hand : 
So  much  I  feel  my  genial  spirits  droop, 
My  hopes  all  flat,  Nature  within  me  seems  509 

In  all  her  functions  weary  of  herself. 
My  race  of  glory  run,  and  race  of  shame. 
And  I  shall  shortly  be  with  them  that  rest. 

Man.  Believe  not  these  suggestions  which  proceed 
From  anguish  of  the  mind  and  humours  black,    60O 
That  mingle  with  thy  fancy.    I  however 
Must  not  omit  a  father's  timely  care 
To  prosecute  the  means  of  thy  deliverance 
By  ransom,  or  how  else  :  meanwhile  be  calm. 
And  healing  words  from  these  thy  friends  admit.  OM 

Sam.  O  that  torment  should  not  be  confined 
To  the  body's  wounds  and  sores. 
With  maladies  innumerable 
In  heart,  head,  breast  and  reins ; 
But  must  secret  passage  find  010 

To  th'  Inmost  mind. 
There  exercise  all  his  fierce  accidents. 
And  on  her  purest  spirits  prey. 
As  on  entrails,  joints,  and  limbs. 
With  answerable  pains,  but  more  intense,  019 

Ml.  There  Is  a  diflerence  between  thb  account  of  the  foantala 
Vltich  rose  in  answer  to  Samson's  prayer,  and  tbat  which  is  cites 
In  our  translation  of  the  Scripture.  In  the  latter  it  is  said  fbe 
water  ^pranff  from  the  cleft  jaw.  but  hj  most  of  the  commentstcTB 
It  Is  SMld.  that  as  the  word  translated  jaw  is  the  proper  name  of 
a  ipot  or  arroand,  it  should  not  in  this  pla<ce  be  tnnsiaced  lo  the 
given  in  our  version. 
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rhongb  Toid  of  corporal  seiue. 

My  griefs  not  only  pain  lae 
hs  a  lingering  disease. 
Bat,  finding  no  redress,  ferment  and  rag« ; 
Nor  less  than  wounds  immedicable  Ml 

Rankle,  and  fester,  and  gang^ne. 
To  black  mortification. 

Thoughts  my  tormentors  arm'd  with  deadly  stlnga 
Mangle  my  apprebensire  tenderest  parts. 
Exasperate,  exulcerate,  and  raise  02S 

Dire  inflammation,  which  no  cooUflg  herb 
Or  medicinal  liquor  can  assuage. 
Nor  breath  of  vernal  air  from  snowy  Alp. 
Sleep  hath  forsook  and  given  me  o'er 
To  death's  benumbing  opium  as  my  only  cure  :     CM 
Thence  faintings,  swoonings  of  despair. 
And  sense  of  Heav'n's  desertion. 

I  was  his  nursling  once  and  choice  delight. 
His  destined  from  the  womb. 

Promised  by  heav'nly  message  twice  descending.  OSS 
Under  his  special  eye 
Abstemious  I  grew  up  and  thrived  amain  ; 
He  led  me  on  to  mightiest  deeds 
Above  the  nerve  of  mortal  arm 
Against  th'  uncircumcised,  our  enemies :  040 

But  now  hath  cast  me  off  as  never  known. 
And  to  those  cruel  enemies. 
Whom  I  by  his  appointment  had  provoked. 
Left  me  all  helpless  with  th'  irreparable  loss 
Of  sight,  reserved  alive  to  be  repeated  04S 

The  subject  of  their  cruelty  or  scorn. 
Nor  am  I  in  the  list  of  them  that  hope ; 
Hopeless  are  all  my  evils,  all  remediless ; 
This  one  prayer  yet  remains,  might  I  be  heard, 
No  long  petition,  speedy  death,  OM 

The  close  of  all  my  miseries,  and  the  balm. 

Chor.  Many  are  the  sayings  of  the  wise 
In  ancient  and  in  modem  books  inroU'd, 
Extolling  patience  as  the  truest  fortitude  : 
And  to  the  bearing  well  of  all  calamities. 
All  chances  incident  to  man's  ftrail  life; 

djp,  hew  «Md  ■■  ■  veaenl  Mune  for 
see  ate  Par.  LoH,  iL  638. 
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Conflolatories  writ 

With  studied  argument,  md  much  peranasioii  aongM. 

Lenient  of  grief  and  anxious  thought: 

But  with  th'  afflicted  in  his  pangs  their  sound      60f 

Little  prevails,  or  rather  seems  a  tune 

Harsh,  and  of  dissonant  mood  from  his  complaint ; 

Unless  he  feel  within 

Some  source  of  c<msolation  from  ahove, 

Secret  refreshings,  that  repair  his  strength,  088 

And  fainting  spirits  uphold. 

God  of  our  Fathers !  what  is  man, 
That  thou  towards  him  with  hand  so  Torious, 
Or  might  I  say  contrarious, 

Temper'st  thy  providence  through  his  short  course. 
Not  evenly,  as  thou  rul'st  671 

Th'  angelic  orders  and  inferior  creatures  mute. 
Irrational  and  brute  ? 
Nor  do  I  name  of  men  the  common  rout. 
That,  wand'ring  loose  about,  OTS 

Orow  up  and  perish  as  the  summer  fly, 
Heads  without  name  nu  more  remember'd ; 
But  such  as  thou  ha^  solemnly  elected. 
With  gifts  aiid  graces  eminently  adom'd 
To  some  great  work,  thy  glory,  OM 

And  people's  safety,  which  in  part  they  effect : 
Yet  toward  these  thus  dignified,  thou  oft 
Amidst  their  highth  of  noon 

Changest  thy  covint'nance,  and  thy  hand  with  no 
Of  highest  favours  past  [regard 

Fran  thee  on  them,  or  them  to  thee  of  service.      Vi 
Nor  only  dost  degrade  them,  or  remit 
To  life  obscured,  which  were  a  fair  dismisuion. 
But  throw'st  thsm  lower  than  thou  didst  exalt  their 
Unseemly  falls  in  human  eye,  [high. 

Too  grievous  for  the  trespass  or  omission ;  091 

Oft  leavest  them  to  the  hostile  sword 
Of  Heathen  and  profone,  their  carcases 
To  dogs  and  fowls  a  prey,  or  else  captived  ; 
Or  to  the  unjust  tribunals,  under  change  of  times, 
And  condemnation  of  th'  ungrateful  multitude. 
If  these  they' 'scape,  perhaps  in  poverty 

iM.  Pramrht  Is  proposed  by  Warbnrt<Hv,  Instead  of  soiighL 
Ml.  Ecclus.  xxSk,  \ 
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With  sickneas  and  disease  thou  bow'st  them  down. 

Painful  diseases  and  deform'd» 

In  crude  old  age :  700 

Though  not  disordinate,  yet  causeless  suffering 

The  punishment  of  dissolute  days ;  in  fine. 

Just  or  unjust  alike  seem  miserable. 

For  oft  alike  both  come  to  evil  end. 

So  deal  not  with  this  once  thy  glorious  champion 
The  image  of  thy  strength,  and  mighty  minister.  7M 
What  do  I  beg  1  how  hast  thou  dealt  already  *. 
Behold  him  in  this  state  calamitous,  and  turn 
His  labours,  for  thou  canst,  to  peaceful  end. 

But  who  is  this,  what  thing  of  sea  or  land  f       71t 
Female  of  sex  it  seems, 
That  so  bedeck'd,  ornate  and  gay. 
Comes  this  way  sailing 
Like  a  stately  ship 

Of  Tarsus,  bound  for  th'  isles  71ft 

Of  Javan  or  Gadire 

With  all  her  bravery  on,  and  t&ckle  trim. 
Sails  fiU'd,  and  streamers  waving. 
Courted  by  all  the  winds  that  hold  them  play. 
An  amber  scent  of  odorous  perfume  730 

Her  harbinger,  a  damsel  train  behind  1 
Some  rich  Philistian  matron  she  may  seem. 
And  now  at  nearer  view,  nu  other  certain 
Than  Dalila  thy  wife. 

Sam.  My  wife,  my  traitress,  let  her  not  come  near 
me.  735 

Chor.  Yet  on  she  moves,  now  stands  and  eyes  thee 
fix'd. 
About  to  have  spoke,  but  now,  with  head  declined 
Like  a  fair  flower  surcharged  with  dew,  she  weeps. 
And  words  address'd  seem  into  tears  dissolved. 
Wetting  the  borders  of  her  silken  veil :  780 

But  now  again  she  makes  address  to  speak. 

Dal.  With  doubtful  feet  and  wavering  resolution 
I  came,  still  dreading  thy  displeasure,  Samson, 
Which  to  have  merited,  without  excuse, 
I  cannot  but  acknowledge ;  yet  if  tears  709 

700.  Cnuff,  premature. 
714.  This  comparboa  is  to  be  found  in  several  of  the  oldir 
poets,  Sbslupewe,  Beaniaoot  and  Fleiclier,  te« 
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May  expiate  (&oagh  &e  fact  more  evil  drew 

In  the  perrene  event  than  I  foresaw) 

My  penance  hath  not  slacken'd,  though  my  pardsB 

No  way  aaaured.    But  conjngral  affection 

Prerailing  orer  fear,  and  timorous  donht^  740 

Hath  led  me  on  desirous  to  behold 

Once  more  thy  face,  and  know  of  thy  estate* 

If  aught  in  my  ability  may  serre 

To  lighten  what  thou  suffer'st,  and  appease 

Thy  mind  with  what  amends  is  in  my  power*       74S 

Though  late,  yet  in  some  part  to  recompense 

My  rash  but  more  unfortunate  misdeed. 

Sam,  Out,  out,  hyaena ;  these  are  thy  wonted  arts. 
And  arts  of  every  woman  false  like  thee» 
To  break  all  faith,  all  vows,  deceive,  betray,         750 
Then,  as  repentant,  to  submit,  beseech, 
Aad  reconcilement  move  with  feign'd  remorse. 
Confess,  and  promise  wonders  in  her  change. 
Not  truly  penitent,  but  chief  to  try 
Her  husband,  how  far  urg^ed  his  patience  bears,  7U 
His  virtue  or  weakness  which  way  to  assail : 
Then  with  more  cautious  and  instructed  skill 
Again  transgresses,  and  again  submits  { 
That  wisest  and  best  men,  full  oft  hegv^Wd, 
With  goodness  principled  not  to  reject  7M 

The  penitent,  but  ever  to  forgive. 
Are  drawn  to  wear  out  miserable  days 
Entangled  with  a  pois'nous  bosom  snaV  e« 
If  not  by  quick  destruction  soon  cut  ofl 
As  I  by  thee,  to  ages  an  example.  785 

2>a/.  Yet  hear  me,  Samson ;  not  that  I  endeavour 
To  lessen  or  extenuate  my  offence. 
But  that  on  the  other  side  if  it  be  weigh^f^ 
By'  itself,  with  aggravations  not  surcharged, 
Or  else  with  just  allowance  counterpoised,  771 

I  may,  if  possible,  thy  pardon  find 
The  easier  towards  me,  or  thy  hatred  less. 
First  granting,  as  I  do,  it  was  a  weakness 
In  me,  but  incident  to  all  our  sex, 
Curiosity,  inquisitive,  importune  77» 

Of  secrets,  then  with  like  infirmity 

T48.  Hjfmta  /  tfak  animal  te  known  to  Imitate  the  haBian 
••  well,  M  to  have  deceived  travellen  with  its  ^mpblnta. 
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To  publiib  them,  both  common  female  faolta : 
Was  it  not  wealuiefls  aim  to  make  known 
For  importunity,  that  is  for  nought. 
Wherein  consisted  all  thy  strength  and  safety  t    78§ 
Tb  what  I  did,  thon  shew'dst  me  first  the  way. 
Bat  I  to  enemies  rereai'd,  and  shonld  not:    [firaflty: 
Nor  shonld'st  thou  have  trusted  that  to  woman's 
Ere  I  to  thee,  thou  to  thyself  wast  cruel. 
Let  weakness  then  with  weakness  come  to  parle  781 
So  near  related,  or  the  same  of  kind. 
Thine  forgive  mine :  that  men  may  censure  fhine 
The  gentler,  if  severely  thoa  exact  not 
More  strength  from  me  than  in  thyself  was  found. 
And  what  if  love,  which  thou  interpret'st  hate,    7M 
The  jealousy  of  love,  powerful  of  sway 
In  human  hearts,  nor  less  in  mind  tow'rds  thee. 
Caused  what  I  did  t  I  saw  thee  mutable 
Of  fancy,  fear'd  lest  one  day  thou  would'st  leave  me 
As  her  at  Timna,  sought  by  all  mean^  therefore   7W 
How  to  endear,  and  hold  thee  to  me  firmest : 
No  better  way  I  saw  than  by  importuning 
To  learn  thy  secrets,  get  into  my  power 
Thy  key  of  streng^th  and  safety :  thou  wilt  say. 
Why  then  reveal'd  t   I  was  assured  by  those         800 
Who  tempted  me,  that  nothing  was  design'd 
Against  thee  but  safe  custody  and  hold : 
That  made  for  me ;  I  knew  tiiat  liberty 
Would  draw  thee  forth  to  perilous  enterprises. 
While  I  at  home  sat  full  of  cares  and  fears,  80A 

Wailing  thy  absence  in  my  widow'd  bed ; 
iere  I  should  still  enjoy  thee  day  and  night 
Mine  and  Love's  prisoner,  not  the  Philistines', 
Whole  to  myself,  unhazarded  abroad. 
Fearless  at  home  of  partners  in  my  love.  810 

These  reasons  in  love's  law  have  past  for  good. 
Though  fond  and  reasonless  to  some  perhaps : 
And  love  hath  oft,  well  meaning,  wrought  modi  wtM$ 
Yet  always  pity'  or  pardon  hath  obtain'd. 
Be  not  unlike  all  others,  not  austere  01J 

As  thon  art  strong,  inflexible  as  steeL 
If  thou  in  strength  all  mortals  dost  exceed. 
In  uncompassionate  anger  do  not  so. 
Sam,  How  cunningly  the  soroeresi  dispUye 
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Her  own  transgrearioos,  to  upbraid  me  mine  I      8M 

That  malice,  not  repentance,  brought  thee  hidwr. 

By  this  appear* :  I  g^ve,  thou  •ay'st,  th'  example, 

I  led  the  way :  bitter  reproach,  but  true : 

I  to  myself  was  false  ere  thou  to  me : 

Such  pardon  therefore  as  I  give  my  folly,  8X5 

Take  to  thy  wicked  deed;  which  when  thou  seest 

Impartial,  self-severe,  inexorable. 

Thou  wilt  renounce  thy  seeking,  and  much  rather 

Confess  it  feign'd :  weakness  is  thy  excuse 

And  I  believe  it,  weakness  to  resist  89V 

Philistian  gold :  if  weakness  may  excuse, 

What  murderer,  what  traitor,  parricide. 

Incestuous,  sacrilegious,  but  may  plead  itf 

All  wickedness  is  weakness :  that  plea  therefore 

With  God  or  man  will  gain  thee  no  remission.     835 

But  love  constrain'd  thee ;  call  it  furious  rage 

To  satisfy  thy  lust;  love  seeks  to'  have  love; 

My  love  how  could'st  thou  hope,  who  took'st  the  way 

To  raise  in  me  inexpiable  hate. 

Knowing,  as  needs  I  must,  by  thee  betray'd  1       840 

In  vain  thou  striv'st  to  cover  shame  with  shame. 

Or  by  evasions  thy  crime  nncover'st  more. 

Dai.  Since  thou  determin'st  weakness  for  no  plea 
In  man  or  woman,  though  to  thy  own  condemning. 
Hear  what  assaults  I  had,  what  snares  besides,    845 
What  sieges  girt  me  round,  ere  I  consented ; 
Which  might  have  awed  the  best  resolved  of  men, 
The  constantest,  to*  have  yielded  without  blame. 
It  was  not  gold,  as  to  my  charge  thou  lay'st. 
That  wrought  with  me :  thou  know'st  the  magistrates 
And  princes  of  my  country  came  in  person,  8dl 

Solicited,  commanded,  threaten'd,  ui^ed, 
A4jured  by  all  the  bonds  of  civil  duty 
And  of  reUgion,  x>ress'd  how  just  it  was. 
How  honourable,  how  glorious,  to  entrap  855 

A  common  enemy,  who  had  destroy'd 
Such  numbers  of  our  nation ;  and  the  priest 
Was  not  behind,  but  ever  at  my  ear. 
Preaching  how  meritorious  with  the  gods 
It  would  be  to  insnare  an  irreligious  808 

Dishonourer  of  Dagon :  what  had  1 
To'  oppose  against  such  ]H>werful  arguments  t 
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Only  my  love  of  thee  held  long  debate. 

And  combated  in  silence  all  these  reasons 

With  hard  contest :  at  length  that  groimded  maxim 

So  rife  and  celebrated  in  the  mouths  801 

Of  wisest  men,  that  to  the  public  good 

Private  respects  must  yield,  with  grave  authority 

Took  full  possession  of  me  and  prevail'd : 

Virtue,  as  I  thought,  truth,  duty,  so  enjoining,  [end; 

Sam,  I  thought  where  all  thy  circling  wiles  would 
In  feign'd  religion,  smooth  hypocrisy. 
But  had  thy  love,  still  odiously  pretended. 
Been,  as  it  ought,  sincere,  it  would  have  taught  thee 
Far  other  reasonings,  brought  forth  other  deeds.  875 
I  before  all  the  daughters  of  my  tribe 
And  of  my  nation  chose  thee  from  among 
My  enemies,  loved  thee,  as  too  well  thou  knew'st. 
Too  well,  unbosom'd  all  my  secrets  to  thee. 
Not  out  of  levity,  but  overpower'd  888 

By  thy  request,  who  could  deny  thee  nothing; 
Yet  now  am  judged  an  enemy.    Why  then 
Did'st  thou  at  first  receive  me  for  thy  husband. 
Then,  as  since  then,  thy  country's  foe  profess'd  % 
Being  once  a  wife,  for  me  thou  wast  to  leave        885 
Parents  and  country :  nor  was  I  their  subject. 
Nor  under  their  protection,  but  my  own. 
Thou  mine,  not  theirs :  if  aught  against  my  life 
Thy  country  sought  of  thee,  it  sought  unjustly 
Against  the  law  of  nature,  law  of  nations,  800 

No  more  thy  country,  but  an  impious  crew 
Of  men  conspiring  to  uphold  their  state 
By  worse  than  hostile  deeds,  violating  the  ends 
For  which  our  country  is  a  name  so  dear ; 
Not  therefore  to  be  obey'd.    But  zeal  moved  thee; 
To  please  thy  gods  thou  didst  it ;  gods  unable        8M 
To'  acquit  themselves  and  prosecute  their  foes 
But  by  ungodly  deeds,  the  contradiction 
Of  their  own  deity,  gods  cannot  be ; 
Less  therefore  to  be  pleased,  obey'd,  or  fear'd.      010 
These  false  pretexts  and  vamish'd  colours  failing, 
Bare  in  thy  guilt  how  foul  must  thou  appear  \ 

Dal.  In  argument  with  men  a  woman  ever 
Goes  by  the  worse,  whatever  be  her  cause.  004 

Sam,  For  want  of  words  no  doubt,  or  lack  of  breath; 
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Witness  when  I  was  worried  with  thy  peals. 

DaL  I  was  a  fool,  too  rash,  and  quite  mistaken 
In  what  I  thought  would  have  succeeded  best. 
Let  me  obtain  forgireness  of  thee,  Samson, 
AfTord  me  place  to  shew  what  recompense  911 

TowVds  thee  I  intend  for  what  I  hare  misdone. 
Misguided ;  only  what  remains  past  cure 
Bear  not  too  sensibly,  nor  still  insist 
To'  aflUct  thyself  in  vain  :  though  sight  be  lost. 
Life  yet  hath  many  solaces,  enjoy'd  9  I 

Where  other  senses  want  pot  their  delights 
At  home  in  leisure  and  domestic  ease, 
Brempt  from  many  a  care  and  chance  to  which 
Eyesight  exposes  daily  men  abroad. 
I  to  the  lords  will  intercede,  not  doubting  9*20 

Their  favourable  ear,  that  I  may  fetch  thee 
From  forth  this  loathsome  prison-house,  to  abide 
With  me,  where  my  redoubled  love  and  care 
With  nursing  diligence,  to  me  glad  office. 
May  ever  tend  about  thee  to  old  age  925 

With  all  things  grateful  cheer'd,  and  so  supplied, 
That  what  by  me  thou'  hast  lost  thou  least  shalt  miss. 

Sam,  No,  no,  of  my  condition  take  no  care ; 

It  fits  not ;  thou  and  I  long  since  are  twain  : 

Nor  think  me  so  unwary  or  accursed,  930 

To  bring  my  feet  again  into  the  snare 

Whero  once  I  have  been  caught ;  I  know  thy  trains 

Though  dearly  to  my  cost,  thy  grins  and  toils ; 

Thy  fair  enchanted  cup.  and  warbling  charms 

No  more  on  me  have  power,  their  force  is  null'd, 

So  much  of  adder's  wisdom  I  have  learn'd  03A 

To  fence  my  ear  against  thy  sorceries. 

If  in  my  flower  of'youth  and  strength,  when  all  men 

Loved,  honour'd,  fear'd  me,  thou  alone  could'st  hate 

me 

Thy  husband,  slight  me,  sell  me,  and  forego  me ;  94f 

How  wouldst  thou  use  me  now,  blind,  and  thereby 

Deceivable,  in  most  things  as  a  child 

Helpless,  thence  easily  contemn'd,  and  scorn 'd. 

And  last  neglected  ?    How  would 'st  thou  insult, 

934.  There  is  no  particular  allusion  here,  as  has  been  supposed, 
to  the  fable  of  Circe  and  her  enchanted  cup;  it  is  but  theconunoa 
flgnradTe  language  of  poetry,  and  involves  no  impropriety  or 
aoachronism.  9J6.  Psal.  Iviii.  4,  «. 
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Wh«n  I  must  lire  nxorioos  to  fhy  will  MS 

In  perfect  thraldom,  how  again  betray  xae. 

Bearing  my  worda  and  doings  to  the  lords 

To  gloss  upon,  and,  censuring,  frown  or  smile  t 

This  jail  I  count  the  house  of  liberty 

To  thine,  whose  doors  my  feet  shall  never  enter.  959 

JDal.  Let  me  approach  at  least,  and  touch  thy  hand. 

Sam,  Not  for  thy  life,  lest  fierce  remembrance 
wake 
My  sudden  rage  to  tear  thee  joint  by  joint. 
At  distance  I  forgive  thee,  go  with  that. 
Bewail  thy  falsehood,  and  the  pious  works  959 

It  hath  brought  forth  to  make  thee  memorable 
Among  illustrious  women,  faithful  wives: 
Cherish  thy  hasten'd  widowhood  with  the  gold 
Of  matrimonial  treason :  so  farewell. 

J}al.  I  see  thou  art  implacable,  more  deaf         909 
To  prayers  than  winds  and  seas,  yet  winds  to  seas 
Are  reconciled  at  length,  and  sea  to  shore : 
Thy  anger  unappeasable,  still  rages. 
Eternal  tempest  never  to  be  calm'd. 
Why  do  I  humble  thus  myself,  and  suing  985 

For  peace,  reap  nothing  but  repulse  and  hate  t 
Bid  go  with  evil  omen  and  the  brand 
Of  infamy  upon  my  name  denounced  1 
To  mix  with  thy  concernments  I  desist 
Henceforth,  nor  too  much  disapprove  my  own.     979 
Fame  if  not  double-faced  is  double-mouth'd. 
And  with  contrary  blast  proclaims  most  deeds ; 
On  both  his  wings,  one  black,  the  other  white. 
Bears  greatest  names  in  his  wild  aery  flight. 
Lly  name  perhaps  among  the  circumcised  975 

In  Dan,  in  Judah,  and  the  bordering  tribes. 
To  all  posterity  may  stand  defamed. 
With  malediction  mention'd,  and  the  blot 
Of  falsehood  most  unconjugal  traduced. 
But  in  my  country,  where  I  most  desire. 
In  Ecron,  Gaza,  Ashdod,  and  in  Gath, 
I  shall  be  named  among  the  famousest 
Of  women,  sung  at  solemn  festivals. 
Living  and  dead  recorded  who,  to  save 

973.  Milton  b  here  coatmy  to  his  predeceaMis,  they 
fiuM  a  goddess,  he  a  god* 
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Her  country  from  a  fierce  destroyer,  choke 

Above  the  faith  of  wedlock  bands,  my  tomb 

With  odours  visited  and  annual  flowers; 

Not  less  renown'd  than  in  Mount  Ephraink 

Jael,  who  with  inhospitable  guile 

Smote  Sisera  sleeping,  through  the  temples  nail'd. 

Nor  shall  I  count  it  heinous  to  enjoy  091 

The  public  marlu  of  honour  and  reward 

Conferr'd  upon  me  for  t)ie  piety 

Which  to  my  country  I  was  judged  to  have  shewn. 

At  this  whoever  envies  or  repines,  90ft 

I  leave  him  to  his  lot,  and  like  my  own. 

Chor,  She's  gone,  a  manifest  serpent  by  her  sting 
Biscover'd  in  the  end,  till  now  conceal'd. 

Sam.  So  let  her  go,  God  sent  her  to  debase  me. 
And  aggrravate  my  folly,  who  committed  1000 

To  such  a  viper  his  most  sacred  trust 
Of  secrecy,  my  safety,  and  my  life.  [power 

Ckor.  Yet  beauty,  though  injurious.  Lath  strange 
After  offence  returning,  to  regain 
Love  once  possess'd,  nor  Can  be  easily  1005 

Repulsed,  without  much  inward  passion  felt 
And  secret  sting  of  amorous  remorse. 

Sam.  Love  quarrels  oft  in  pleasing  concord  end. 
Not  wedlock  treachery  endangering  life. 

Chor,  It  is  not  virtue,  wisdom,  valour,  wit,       1010 
Strength,  comeliness  of  shape,  or  amplest  merit 
That  woman's  love  can  win  or  long  inherit ; 
But  what  it  is,  hard  is  to  say. 
Harder  to  hit 

(Which  way  soever  men  refer  it),  1019 

Much  like  thy  riddle,  Samson,  in  one  day 
Or  seven,  though  one  should  musing  sit 

If  any  of  these  or  all,  the  Timnian  bride 
Had  not  so  soon  preferr'd 

Thy  paranymph,  worthless  to  thee  compared,       10)0 
Snecessor  to  thy  bed. 
Nor  both  so  loosely  disally'd 
Their  nuptials,  nor  this  last  so  treacherously 
Had  shorn  the  fatal  harvest  of  thy  head. 

WS^It  is  supposed  that  the  annual  vbitatlon  of  tombs  wss  an 
cwtom.  988.  Judjres  Ir.  ». 

•   1090.  Paranymph;  bridemao. 
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Is  it  for  that  such  outward  ornament  ItSS 

Was  lavish 'd  on  their  sex,  that  inward  gifts 

Were  left  for  haste  unfinished,  judgnm^tit  acant. 

Capacity  not  raised  to  apprehend 

Or  value  what  is  best 

La  choice,  but  oftest  to  affect  the  wrong!  1930 

Or  was  too  much  of  self-love  mix'd. 

Of  constancy  no  root  infix'd« 

That  either  they  love  nothing,  or  not  longf 

Whate'er  it  be,  to  wisest  men  and  best 
Seeming  at  first  all  heav'nly  under  virgin  veil,  1035 
Soft,  modest,  meek,  demure. 
Once  join'd,  the  contrary  she  proves,  a  thorn 
Intestine,  far  within  defensive  arms 
A  cleaving  mischief,  in  his  way  to  virtue 
Adverse  and  turbulent,  or  by  her  chai  ma  liMO 

Draws  him  awry  inslaved 
With  dotage,  and  his  sense  depraved 
To  folly  and  shameful  deeds  which  ruin  endu 
What  pilot  80  expert  but  needs  must  wveck 
Imbark'd  with  such  a  steers-mate  at  the  helm  1  1045 

Favour'd  of  Heav'n  who  finds 
One  virtuous,  rarely  found. 
That  in  domestic  good  combines  ; 
Happy  that  house  1  his  way  to  peace  is  smooth : 
But  virtue  which  breaks  through  all  opposition,  1050 
And  all  temptation  can  remove. 
Most  shines  and  must  is  acceptable  above. 
Therefore  God's  universal  law 

Gave  to  the  man  despotic  power  1055 

Over  his  female  in  due  awe. 
Nor  from  that  right  to  part  an  hour 
Smile  she  or  lour : 
So  shall  he  least  confusion  draw 
On  his  own  life,  not  sway'd 

By  female  usurpation,  or  dismay'd.  1000 

But  had  we  best  retire,  I  see  a  storm  f 

Sam.  Fair  days  have  oft  contracted  wind  and  rain. 

Chor.  But  this  another  kind  of  tempest  bring^. 

Sam.  Be  less  abtruse,  my  riddling  days  are  past. 

Chor.  Look  now  for  no  enchanting  voice,  nor  fear 

1034.  There  is  a  dmiUr  change  of  numbera  to  that  la  this  pw* 
ra^te  of  Men,  and  the  liogular  twoooua,  in  Par.  Lost,  tab  llSS. 
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The  bait  <tf  lumied  words ;  a  rooghm  toa^^ub       MM 
Draws  hkherward,  I  knqyr  him  by  his  stride. 
The  giant  Uarapha  of  Gath»  his  look 
HaugMy  as  is  his  pile,  high-built  and  proud. 
Gomes  he  in  peace  t  what  wind  hath  b^own  'nam  hifteff 
I  less  conjectnre  than  when  first  I  saw  M7I 

The  somptuons  Dalila  floating  this  way : 
His  habit  carriies  peace,  bis  brow  defisoice. 

Smn,  Or  peace  or  not,  alike  to  me  he  oomes. 

Chor.  His  fraught  we  soon  shall  know,  he  now  «»- 
rires.  1078 

Har,  I  come  not,  Samson,  to  condole  thy  chance. 
As  these  perhaps,  yet  wish  it  had  not  been. 
Though  for  no  friendly  intent.    I  am  of  6atb» 
Men  can  me  Harapha,  of  stock  renown'd 
As  Og  or  Anak,  and  the  Rmims  old  IMft 

That  Kiriathaim  held  ;  thou  know'st  me  now 
If  thou  at  all  art  known.    Much  I  have  heard 
Of  thy  prodigious  might  and  feats  perform'd. 
Incredible  to  me,  in  this  displeased. 
That  1  was  never  present  on  the  place  IMS 

Of  those  encounters,  where  we  might  have  tried 
Each  other's  force  in  camp  or  listed  field ; 
And  now  am  come  to  see  of  whom  such  noise 
Hath  walk'd  about,  and  each  limb  to  survey. 
If  thy  appearance  answer  loud  report.  1000 

Sam.  The  way  to  know  were  not  to  see  but  taste. 

JETor.  Dost  thou  already  single  me  t  I  thought 
Gyves  and  the  mill  had  tamed  thee.   O  that  Fortune 
Had  brought  me  to  the  field,  where  thou  art  famed 
To  have  wrought  such  wonders  with  an  ass*8  jaw ; 
i  should  have  forced  thee  soon  with  other  arms,  1090 
Or  left  thy  carcase  where  the  ass  lay  thrown  : 
So  had  the  glory'  of  prowess  been  recovered 
To  Palestine,  won  by  a  Philistine, 
Prom  the  unforeskinn'd  race,  of  whom  thou  becr'st 
The  highest  name  for  valiant  acts ;  that  honour  1101 
Certain  to'  have  won  by  mortal  duel  from  thee, 

1075.  Hit  frmufrht  t/reifht  is  propoaed  u  s  better  readinfr- 
1079.  Harapha  U  8  ftctitioitt  cbaracter,  but  tiie  name  was  siif. 
fKted  to  Milton  bf  Arepha  or  Rapha  beini;  mentioned  inScrifK 
tare  as  the  father  of  the  giaate  of  Rephaim.— See  Dent.  IL  UV  *  t« 
lU.  »l.  Gen.  xkv.i. 

loes.  Oyvts,  fctteis  or  ckalaa* 
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I  lose,  inrerented  by  thy  eyes  pat  ont.  [but  do 

Sam.  Boast  not  of  what  thou  wonld'st  hare  done. 
What  then  thon  wovld'st,  thou  seest  it  in  thy  hand. 

JSar.  To  combat  with  a  blind  man  I  disdain,   IIM 
And  thoa  hast  need  mueh  washing  te  be  toach'd. 

Sam.  Such  usage  as  your  honourable  lords 
Afford  me'f  assassinated  and  betray'd. 
Who  durst  not  with  their  whole  united  powers  1119 
In  fight  withstand  me  single  and  unarm'd. 
Nor  in  the  house  with  chamber  ambushes 
Close-banded  durst  attack  me,  no  not  sleeping^ 
Till  they  had  hired  a  woman  with  their  gold 
Breaking  her  marriage  faith  to  circumvent  me.  1115 
Therefore,  without  feign'd  shifts  let  be  assigned 
Some  narrow  place  inclosed,  where  sight  may  give 
Or  rather  flight,  no  gpreat  advantage  on  me  ;     [thee> 
Then  put  on  all  thy  gorgeous  arms,  thy  helmet 
And  brigandine  of  brass,  thy  broad  habergeon,    1120 
Yant-brass  and  g^reves,  and  gauntlet,  add  thy  spear, 
A  weaver's  beam,  and  seven-times  folded  shield, 
I  only  with  an  oaken  staff  will  meet  thee. 
And  raise  such  outcries  on  thy  clatter'd  iron. 
Which  long  shall  not  withhold  me  from  thy  head. 
That  in  a  little  time,  while  breath  remains  thee,  1190 
Thou  oft  shalt  wish  thyself  at  Gath  to  boast 
Again  in  safety  what  tiiou  would'st  haTO  done 
To  Samson,  but  shalt  never  see  Gath  more. 

Har.  Thou  durst  not  thus  disparage  glorious  arms, 
Which  gnreatest  heroes  hare  in  battle  worn,         1131 
Their  ornament  and  safety,  had  not  spells 
And  black  inchantments,  some  magician's  art, 
Arm'd  thee  orcharm'd  thee  strong,  which  thou  frcnn 
Heav'n  IIM 

Feign'dst  at  thy  birth  was  given  thee  in  thy  hair. 
Where  strength  can  least  abide,  though  all  thy  hairs 
Were  bristles  ranged  like  those  that  ridge  the  back 
Of  chafed  wild  boars,  or  ruffled  porcupines. 

Sam.  I  know  no  spells,  use  no  forbidden  arts ; 
My  trust  is  in  the  living  God,  who  gave  me         1140 

1190.  BrifandiiUf  a  coat  of  nt^L-^HabergeoHt  a  eortrtng  of 
■ail  for  the  head  and  shouldera. — Vant-brau  or  6roe«,  covenng 
for  the  arms;  freves,  for  the  le«fl ;  emmitet,  an  iron  nore. 
lias.  Sfaskqieare.  HaaM,  Act  i,  Sc.  a. 

to 
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Sam.  Camest  th<m  for  this,  rain  boaster,  to 
To  deaeant  on  my  strength,  and  give  thyTerdict  f  [aei 
Come  nearer,  part  not  hence  so  slight  inform 'd ; 
But  take  ^ood  heed  my  baud  surrey  not  thee.     ISM 

Hew.  O  Baal-sebob  1  can  my  ears  vnnaed 
Hear  these  dishonours,  and  not  render  death  f 

Arm.  No  man  withholds  thee*  nothing  from  thy 
Fear  I  incurable  ;  bring  up  thy  Tan,  [hand 

Uy  heeb  are  fettered,  bat  my  fist  is  free.  IS39 

liar.  This  msolence  other  kind  of  answer  fits. 

Sam.  Go  badled  coward,  lest  I  run  upon  thee. 
Though  in  these  chains,  bulk  without  spirit  vast. 
And  with  one  buffet  lay  thy  structure  low. 
Or  swing  thee  in  the  air,  daen  dash  thee  down    !Mt 
To  Ui'  hazard  of  thy  brains  and  shatter'd  sides. 

^<vr.  By  Astaroth,  ere  long  thou  shalt  lamer t 
These  braveries  in  irons  loaden  on  thee. 

Ch^r.  His  Giantship  is  gone  somewhat  crest-fall'n, 
Stalking  with  leas  unconscionable  strides,  IMS 

And  lower  looks,  but  in  a  sultry  chafe. 

Samt.  I  dread  him  not,  nor  all  his  giant  brood. 
Though  fame  dirulge  hini  father  of  five  sons, 
All  of  gigantic  sice,  Goliath  chief. 

Ckor.  He  will  directly  to  the  lords,  I  fear,        13S0 
And  wiUa  malicious  counsel  stir  them  up 
Some  way  or  other  yet  further  to  afflict  thee 

Satm,  He  must  allege  some  cause,  and  offer 'd  fight 
Win  not  dare  mention,  lest  a  question  rise 
Whether  he  durst  accept  th'  offer  or  nut,  1251 

And  that  he  durst  not  plain  enougrh  appear*d. 
If  uch  more  affliction  than  already  felt 
niey  cannot  well  impose,  nor  I  sustain  ; 
If  tiMy  intend  advantage  of  my  labours. 
The  WOTk  of  many  hands,  which  earns  my  keeping 
With  no  small  profit  daily  to  my  owners.  IStl 

But  come  what  will,  my  deadliest  foe  will  prore 
If  7  speediest  friei^,  by  death  to  rid  me  hence. 
The  wont  that  he  can  give,  to  me  the  best. 
Tet  so  it  may  fall  out,  because  their  end 
Is  bate,  not  help  to  me,  it  may  widi  mine 
Draw  their  own  ruin  who  attempt  the  deed. 

ICn.  Eamlxebub,  daUn-odk,  ddtiei  of  tbe  Ph 
U4t.i9sm.ztfl.    •ten.ax.LU. 
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CUmt.  Oh  how  comely  it  ia,  and  liow  TerlTiBg 
To  the  spirita  of  jvat  men  long^  oppnm'd. 
When  God  into  the  hands  ef  thefr  deliverer        IVl 
Pati  inyinoible  might 

To  quell  the  mighty  of  the  earth,  th'  opprewor. 
The  brate  and  boist'rous  force  of  yiolent  men 
Hardy  and  industrious  to  support 
Tyrannic  power,  but  raging  to  punrae  1179 

The  righteous  and  all  such  as  honour  truth ; 
He  all  their  ammunition 
And  feats  of  war  defeats 
With  plain  heroic  mag^nitude  of  mind 
And  celestial  vigour  arm'd  ; 
Their  armorieMand  magazines  conlemBSf 
Renders  thenSBeless,  while 
With  winged  expedition 
Swift  as  the  lightning  glance  he  executes 
His  errand  on  the  wicked,  who  surprised 
Lose  their  defence  distracted  and  amaxed. 

But  patience  is  more  oft  the  exercise 
Of  saints,  the  trial  of  their  fortitude. 
Making  them  each  his  own  deliverer. 
And  victor  over  all 
That  Tyranny  or  Fortune  can  inflict. 
Either  of  these  is  in  thy  lot, 
Samson,  with  might  endued 
Above  the  sons  of  men ;  but  sight  bereaved 
May  chance  to  number  thee  with  those  llOS 

Whom  patience  finally  must  crown. 

This  idol's  day  hath  been  to  thee  no  day  of  rest. 
Labouring  thy  mind 
More  than  the  working  day  thy  hands. 
And  yet  perhaps  more  trouble  is  behind,  1380 

For  I  descry  this  way 
Some  other  tending,  in  his  hand 
A  sceptre  or  quaint  staff  he  bears. 
Comes  on  amain,  speed  in  his  lodL. 
By  his  habit  I  discern  him  now  IMf 

A  public  officer,  and  now  at  hand. 
His  message  will  be  short  and  voluUe. 
0/»  Hebrews,  the  pris'ner  Samson  here  I  aeek. 
(SktfT.  His  manades  remark  him,  there  he  sita. 
Cf,  8a]naoii,«n«haeoiirlotditthiiilildaMHiji 
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'Hkia  day  to  Diig<m  is  a  8<demii  feast,  Mil 

With  sacrifloesi  triumph,  pomp,-  and  gvmea ; 
Titj  Btrenglh  they  kaow  tarpaaaing  homan  rate» 
And  now  Mnne  public  proof  thereof  require 
To  honour  this  great  feast,  and  great  assembly ;  ISli 
Rise  therefore  with  all  speed  and  come  along. 
Where  I  will  see  thee  hearten'd  and  fresh  clad 
Te'  appear  as  fits  before  th'  illustrious  lords. 

Smm.  Thoa  know'st  I  am  an  Hebrew,  therefore 
tell  them 
Our  law  forbids  at  their  religious  rite*  1330 

My  presence,  for  that  cause  I  cannot  come. 

Of,  This  answer,  be  assured,  wiU  not  content  them. 

Sam,  Have  tibey  not  sword-pkki37ers,^^d  every  sort 
Of  gymnic  artists,  wrestlers,  riders,  iVners, 
Jugglers  and  dancers,  antics,  mummers,  mimics,  1325 
But  they  must  pick  me  out  with  shackles  tired. 
And  over-labour'd  at  their  public  mill 
To  make  them  sport  with  blind  activity  7 
00  they  not  seek  occasion  of  new  quarrels 
On  my  refusal  to  distress  me  more,  133l> 

Or  make  a  game  of  my  calamities  ? 
Betam  the  way  thou  cam'st,  I  will  not  come. 

Of.  Regard  thyself,  this  will  offend  them  highly. 

Sam.  Myself  t  my  conscience  and  internal  peace. 
Can  they  think  me  so  broken,  so  debased  1335 

With  cofporal  servitude,  that  my  mind  ever 
WUl  condescend  to  such  absurd  commands  t 
Although  their  drudge,  to  be  their  fool  or  jester. 
And  in  my  midst  of  sorrow  and  heart-grief 
To  shew  them  feats,  and  play  before  their  god,    1340 
The  worst  of  all  indignities,  yet  on  me 
loin'd  with  extreme  contempt  ?   I  will  not  come. 

Of.  My  message  was  imposed  on  me  with  speed. 
Brooks  no  delay ;  is  this  thy  resolution  t  1344 

Sam.  So  take  it  with  what  speed  thy  message  needs. 

Of.  I  am  sorry  what  this  stootuess  will  produce. 

Sam.  Perhaps  thou  shalt  have  cause  to  sorrow 
indeed. 

Chor.  Consider,  Samson,  matters  now  are  strain'd 
Up  to  the  highth,  whether  to  hold  or  break ; 
He's  gone,  and  who  knows  how  he  may  report    13S0 
'iliy  words  by  adding  fuel  to  the  flame  t 
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Bxpeet  another  messagre  more  imperious. 

More  lordly  thond'ring  than  thou  well  wilt  bear. 

Sam.  Shall  I  abuse  this  consecrated  gift 
Of  strength,  again  returning  with  my  hair  IMt 

Alter  my  great  transgression,  so  requite 
Favour  renew'd,  and  add  a  greater  sin 
By  prostituting  holy  things  to  idols ; 
A  Nazarite  in  place  abominable 
Vaunting  my  strength  in  honour  to  their  Dagon  1 1S60 
Besides,  how  rile,  contemptible,  ridiculotis. 
What  act  more  execrably  unclean,  profane  t 

Chor.  Yet  with  this  strength  thou  serv'st  the  Phi- 
Idolatrous,  uncircumcised,  unclean.  [listines, 

Sam.  Not  in  their  idol-worship,  but  by  labour  1365 
Honest  and  lawful  to  deserve  my  food 
Of  those  who  have  me  in  their  civil  power.         [not« 

Chor.  Where  the  heart  joins  not,  outward  acts  defile 

Sam.  Where  outward  force  constrains,  the  sentencs 
But  who  constrains  me  to  the  temple  of  Dagon,  [holds ; 
Not  drawing  t   the  PhUistian  lords  command.    137J 
Commands  are  no  constraints.    If  I  obey  them, 
I  do  it  freely,  vent'ring  to  displease 
God  for  the  fear  of  man,  and  man  prefer. 
Set  God  behind :  which  in  his  jealousy  137& 

Shall  never,  unrepented,  find  forgiveness. 
Yet  that  he  may  dispense  with  me  or  thee 
Present  in  temples  at  idolatrous  rites 
For  some  important  cause,  thou  need'st  not  doubt. 

Chor.  How  thou  wilt  here  come  off  surmounts  my 

Sam.  Be  of  g^ood  courage,  I  begin  to  feel      [reach* 
Some  rousing  motions  in  me  which  dispose 
To  something  extraordinary  my  thoughts. 
I  with  this  messenger  will  go  along, 
Nothing  to  do,  be  sure,  that  may  dishonour         1S8S 
Oar  law,  or  stain  my  vow  of  Nazarite. 
If  there  be  aught  of  presage  in  the  mindf 
This  day  will  be  remarkable  in  my  life 
By  some  great  act,  or  of  my  days  the  last.  IBM 

Chor.  In  time  thou  hast  resolved,  the  man  returna. 

1377.  It  it  not  here  Intended  to  be  said  that  God  nffen  any  of 
hit  crestures  to  tlMre  in  the  worship  of  Idols,  bat  that,  for  srnnr 
Important  purpose,  he  may  penuit  them  to  enter  temples  detowi 
to  the  flUse  gods,  whose  blind  votaries  he  Intends  to  punish  bf 
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O^  Samson,  this  second  menagie  from  oar 
To  thee  I  am  bid  say.    Art  thou  our  slaTe» 
Our  captire,  at  the  public  mill  our  drudge. 
And  dar'st  thou  at  our  sending^  and  command 
Dispute  thy  coming  ?  come  without  dday ;  19M 

Or  we  shall  find  such  engines  to  assail 
And  hamper  thee,  as  thou  shalt  come  of  force. 
Though  thou  wert  firmlier  fasten'd  than  a  rock. 

Sam.  1  could  be  well  content  to  try  their  art 
Which  to  no  few  of  them  would  prove  pernicious. 
Tet  knowing  their  advantag^es  too  many,  14ftl 

Because  they  shall  not  trail  me  through  their  streets 
like  a  wild  beast,  I  am  content  to  go. 
If  asters'  commands  come  with  a  power  resistless 
To  such  as  owe  them  absolute  subjection  :  1405 

And  for  a  life  who  will  not  change  his  purpose 
(So  mutable  are  all  the  ways  of  men)  7 
Yet  this  be  sure,  in  nothing  to  comply 
Scandalous  or  forbidden  in  our  law. 

Of.  I  jiraise  thy  resolution :  doff  these  links :    1410 
By  this  compliance  thou  \7ilt  win  the  lords 
To  favour,  and  perhaps  to  set  thee  free. 

S€U»,  Drethren,  farewell ;  your  company  along 
I  will  not  wish,  lest  it  perhaps  offend  them 
To  see  me  grirt  with  friends ;  and  how  the  sight  1419 
Of  me  as  of  a  common  enemy, 
So  dreaded  once,  may  now  exasperate  them, 
I  know  not :  lords  are  lordliest  in  their  wine  ; 
And  the  well-feasted  priest  then  soonest  fired 
With  seal,  if  au^rht  religion  seem  concern 'd  ;      1420 
No  less  the  people  on  their  holy-days 
Impetuous,  insolent,  unquenchable : 
Happen  what  may,  of  me  expect  to  hear 
Nothing  dishonourable,  impure,  unworthy 
Our  God,  our  law,  my  nation,  or  myself,  lUS 

The  last  of  me  or  no  I  caanot  warrant. 

Chor.  Go,  and  the  Holy  One 
Of  Israel  be  thy  guide 

To  what  may  serve  his  glory  best,  and  spread  hb 
Great  among  the  Heathen  round ;  [nana 

Send  thee  the  angel  of  thy  birth  to  stand  14S1 

Fast  by  thy  side,  who  from  thy  father's  field 
Bode  up  in  flames  after  his  message  told 
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Of  thy  conception,  and  be  now  a  shield 

Of  fire  ;  that  Spirit  that  first  rush'd  on  the«        1491 

In  the  camp  of  Dan 

Be  efficacious  in  thee  now  at  need. 

For  never  was  from  Heav'n  imparted 

Measure  of  stren^h  so  great  to  mortal  seed. 

As  in  thy  wondrous  actions  hath  been  seen.         144i 

Bat  wherefore  comes  old  Manoah  in  such  haste 

With  youthful  steps  ?  much  livelier  than  erewhile 

He  seems :  supposing  here  to  find  his  soUf 

Or  of  him  bringing  to  us  some  glad  newst  14M 

Man.  Peace  with  you,  brethren  ;  my  indacemeot 
Was  not  at  present  here  to  find  my  son,  [hither 

By  order  of  the  lords  new  parted  hence 
To  come  and  play  before  them  at  their  feast. 
I  heard  all  as  I  came,  the  city  rings. 
And  numbers  thither  flock,  I  had  no  will,  14M 

Lest  I  should  see  him  forced  to  things  unseemly. 
But  that  which  moved  my  coming  now  was  chiefly 
To  give  ye  part  with  me  what  hope  I  have 
With  good  success  to  work  his  liberty.  14M 

Chor.  That  hope  would  much  rejoice  us  to  partake 
With  thee  ;  say,  rev'rend  Sire,  we  thirst  to  hear. 

Man.  I  have  attempted  one  by  one  the  lords 
Esther  at  home,  or  through  the  hi^h  street  passing. 
With  supplication  prone  and  father's  tears, 
To'  accept  of  ransom  for  ray  son  their  prisoner.  14fii 
Some  much  averse  I  found  and  wondrous  harsh, 
Contemptuous,  proud,  set  on  revenge  and  spite  ; 
That  part  most  reverenced  Dagon  and  his  priests: 
Others  more  moderate  seeming,  but  their  aim 
Private  reward,  for  which  both  God  and  state     1460 
They  easily  would  set  to  sale  :  a  third 
More  generous  far  and  civil,  who  confess'd 
They  had  enough  revenged,  having  reduced 
Their  foe  to  misery  beneath  their  fears, 
The  rest  was  magnanimity  to  remit,  1479 

If  some  convenient  ransom  were  proposed.— 
What  noise  or  shout  was  that  T  it  tore  the  sky. 

Chor.  Doubtless  the  people  shouting  to  behold 
Their  once  great  dread,  captive  and  blind  before  thenii 
Or  at  some  proof  of  strengtL  before  them  shewn.  1471 

Man.  His  ransom,  if  my  whole  inheritance 
May  oooipaw  it,  ^hall  williitc-I'-'^e  paid 
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And  iMunber'd  down :  much  rather  I  shall  ehooM 

To  lire  the  poorest  in  my  tribe,  than  richest. 

And  he  in  that  calamitous  prison  left.  1480 

No,  I  am  fix'd  not  to  part  hence  without  him. 

For  his  redemption  all  my  patrimony. 

If  need  be,  I  am  ready  to  forego 

And  quit :  not  wanting  him  I  shall  want  nothing. 

Char,  Fathers  are  wont  to  lay  up  for  their  sons. 
Thou  for  thy  son  art  bent  to  lay  out  all :  1480 

Sons  wont  to  nurse  their  parents  in  old  age. 
Thou  in  old  age  car'st  how  to  nurse  thy  son. 
Made  (dder  than  thy  age  through  eye-sight  lost. 

Man,  It  shall  be  my  delight  to  tend  his  eyes,  1490 
And  view  him  sitting  in  the  house,  ennobled 
With  all  those  high  exploiti  by  him  achieved, 
And  on  his  shoulders  waving  down  those  locks 
That  of  a  nation  arm'd  the  strength  contain'd : 
And  I  persuade  me  God  had  not  permitted  1489 

Hia  strength  again  to  grow  up  with  his  hair. 
Garrison 'd  round  about  him  like  a  camp 
Of  faithful  soldiery,  were  not  his  purpose 
To  use  him  further  yet  in  some  great  service  ; 
Not  to  sit  idle  with  so  great  a  gift  1600 

Useless,  and  thence  ridiculous  about  him. 
And  since  bis  strengtli  with  eye-sight  was  not  lost, 
God  will  restore  him  eye-sight  to  his  strength. 

Chor,  Thy  hopes  are  not  ill-founded  nor  seem  vain 
Of  his  delivery,  and  thy  joy  thereon  1505 

Conceived  agreeable  to  a  father's  love, 
In  both  which  we,  as  next,  participate.  [noise  I 

Man,  I  know  your  friendly  minds  and — O  what 
Mercy  of  Heav'n,  what  hideous  noise  was  that? 
Horribly  loud,  unlike  the  former  shout.  1510 

Chor.  Noise  call  you  it  or  universal  groan. 
As  if  the  whole  inhabitation  perish 'd  I 
Blood,  death,  and  deathful  deeds,  are  in  that  noise. 
Ruin,  destruction  at  the  utmost  point. 

Man.  Of  ruin  indeed  methought  I  heard  the  noise : 
Oh  it  continues,  they  have  slain  my  son.  1516 

Chor.  Thy  son  is  rather  Slaying  them,  that  outcry 
From  slaughter  of  one  foe  could  not  ascend. 

Man.  Some  dismal  accident  it  needs  must  be  ; 
What  shall  we  do,  stay  here  or  run  and  see  t      15S0 

Chor,  Beat  keep  together  here,  lest  running  tiUther 
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We  unawares  run  into  Danger's  mouth. 

This  evil  on  the  Philistines  is  fallen  ; 

From  whom  could  else  a  general  cry  be  heard  f 

The  suflfcrers  then  will  scarce  molest  us  here^     1818 

From  other  Lands  we  need  not  much  to  fear. 

What  if  his  eye-sight  (for  to  Israel's  God 

Nothing  is  hard)  by  miracle  restored. 

He  now  be  dealing  dole  among  his  foes, 

And  over  heaps  of  slaughter'd  walk  his  way  f     1530 

Man.  That  were  a  joy  presumptuous  to  be  thought. 

C/u>r.  Yet  God  hath  wrought  things  as  incredible 
For  his  people  of  old :  what  hinders  now  1 

Man.  He  can  I  know,  but  doubt  to  think  he  will ; 
Yet  hope  would  fain  subscribe,  and  tempts  belief, 
A  little  stay  will  bring  some  notice  hither.  153C 

Chor.  Of  good  or  bad  so  great,  of  bad  the  sooner ; 
For  evil  news  rides  post,  while  good  news  baits. 
And  to  our  wish  I  see  one  hither  speeding. 
An  Hebrew,  as  I  guess,  and  of  our  tribe.  154C 

Mes.  O  whither  shall  I  run,  or  which  way  fly 
The  sight  of  this  so  horrid  spectacle. 
Which  erst  my  eyes  beheld  and  yet  behold  1 
For  dire  imagination  still  pursues  me. 
But  Providence  or  instinct  of  nature  seems,        1645 
Or  reason  though  disturb'd,  and  scarce  consulted. 
To'  have  guided  me  aright,  I  know  not  how. 
To  thee  first,  reverend  Manoah,  and  to  these 
My  countrymen,  whom  here  I  kiiew  remaining, 
As  at  some  distance  from  the  place  of  hoiTor,      1550 
Though  in  the  sad  event  too  much  concem'd. 

Man.  The  accident  was  loud,  apd  here  before  thee 
With  rueful  cry,  yet  what  it  was  we  hear  not; 
No  preface  needs,  thou  seest  we  long  to  know. 

Mes.  It  would  bui-st  forth,  but  I  recover  breath 
And  sense  distract,  to  know  well  what  I  utter.    1558 

Man.  Tell  us  the  sum,  the  circumstance  defer. 

Mes.  Gaza  yet  stands,  but  all  her  sons  are  fallen. 
All  in  a  moment  uvcrwhelm'd  and  fallen. 

Man.  Sad,  but  thou  know'st  to  Israelites  not  saddest 
The  desolation  of  a  hostile  city.  1501 

Mes.  Feed  on  that  first,  there  may  in  grief  be  sur* 

Man.  Relate  by  whom.  [feit 

Mes.  By  Samson. 

UM.  Dittraet  i  ntsd  alsoM  an  aiUeetive  by  ShakqwM*. 

S3 


894  SAlfSON  AOONISPTBS. 

Man.  That  still  lei 

The  sorrow,  and  converts  it  nigh  to  joy. 

Mei,  Ah»  Manoah,  I  refrain  too  suddenly         IMS 
To  utter  what  will  come  at  last  too  soon ; 
Lest  eril  tidings  with  too  rude  irruption 
Hitting  thy  aged  ear  should  pierce  too  deep. 

Man,  Suspense  in  news  is  torture,  speak  them  out. 

Mes.  Take  then  the  worst  in  brief,  Samson  is  dead. 

Man,  The  worst  indeed,  O  aU  my  Ikope's  defeated 
To  free  him  hence  I  but  Death  who  sets  all  free 
Hath  paid  his  ransom  now  and  full  discharge. 
What  windy  joy  this  day  had  I  conceived 
Hopeful  of  his  delivery,  which  now  proves         IffTS 
Abortive  as  the  first-born  bloom  of  Spring 
Nipt  with  the  lagging  rear  of  winter's  frost  1 
Yet  ere  I  grive  the  reins  to  grief,  say  first 
How  died  he ;  death  to  life  is  crown  or  shame. 
AU  by  him  fell  thou  say'st,  by  whom  fell  he,      1580 
What  glorious  hand  gave  Samson  his  death's  wound? 

Mes.  Unwounded  of  his  enemies  he  fell. 

Man,  Wearied  with  slaughter  then,  or  bow?  ex- 

Met.  By  his  own  hands.  [plain. 

Man.  Self-violence  ?  what  cause 

Brought  him  so  soon  at  variance  with  himself    15S5 
Among  his  foes  t 

Mes,  Inevitable  cause 

At  once  both  to  destroy  and  be  destroy'd ; 
The  edifice,  where  all  were  met  to  see  him. 
Upon  their  heads  and  on  his  own  he  puU'd. 

Man.  O  lastly  over-strong  against  thyself!        1500 
A  dreadful  way  thou  took'st  to  thy  revenge. 
More  than  enough  we  know ;  but  while  things  yet 
Are  in  confusion,  give  us  if  thou  canst, 
Eye-witness  of  what  first  or  last  was  done. 
Relation  more  particular  and  distinct.  ISM 

Mes,  Occasions  drew  me  early  to  this  city. 
And  as  the  gates  I  enter'd  with  sun-rise, 
The  morning  trumpetb  festival  proclaim 'd 
Through  each  hitrh-street :  little  1  had  dispatcb'd. 
When  all  abroad  was  rumour'd  that  this  day       1000 
Samson  should  be  brought  forth  to  shew  the  people 
Proof  of  his  mighty  strength  in  feats  and  gpamee ; 
I  sorrow'd  at  his  captive  state,  but  minded 
Not  to  be  absent  at  tliat  spectacle. 
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8d5 
IMS 


The  building  was  a  spaoioos  theatre 

Half-round  on  two  main  pillars  vaulted  high, 

With  seats  where  all  the  lords,  and  each  degree 

Of  sort,  might  sit  in  order  to  behold ; 

The  other  side  was  open,  where  the  throng 

On  banks  and  scaffolds,  under  sk^  might  stand ;  1019 

I  among  these  aloof  obscurely  stood. 

The  feast  and  noon  grew  high,  and  sacrifice     [winet 

Had  fill'd  their  hearts  with  mirth,  high  cheer,  and 

When  to  their  sports  they  tum'd.    Immediately 

Was  Samson  as  a  public  servant  brought,  1815 

In  their  state  lirery  dad ;  before  him  pipes 

And  timbrels,  on  each  side  went  armed  graards. 

Both  horse  and  foot,  before  him  and  behind 

Archers,  and  slingers,  cataphracts  and  spears. 

At  sight  of  him  the  people  with  a  shout  1090 

Rifted  the  air,  clamouring  their  god  with  i>raise. 

Who'  had  made  their  dreadful  enemy  their  thralL 

He  patient  but  undaunted  where  they  led  him, 

Came  to  the  place,  and  what  was  set  before  him. 

Which  without  help  of  eye  might  be  assay'd       10S5 

To  heave,  pull,  draw,  or  break,  he  still  perform'd 

All  with  incredible,  stupendous  force. 

None  daring  to  appear  antagonist. 

At  length  for  intermission  sake  they  led  him 

Between  the  pillars ;  he  his  guide  requested        1090 

(For  so  from  such  as  nearer  stood  we  heard) 

As  over-tired  to  let  him  lean  a  while 

With  both  his  arms  on  those  two  massy  pillars. 

That  to  the  arched  roof  gave  main  support. 

He  unsuspicioiis  led  him ;  which  when  Samson  103k 

Felt  in  his  arms,  with  head  a  while  inclined. 

And  eyes  fast  fix'd,  he  stood,  as  one  who  pray'd. 

Or  some  great  matter  in  his  mind  revolved : 

At  last  with  head  erect  thus  cry'd  aloud, 

'  Hitherto,  Lords,  what  your  commands  imposed  1040 

I  have  perform'd,  as  reason  was,  obeying. 

Not  without  wonder  or  delight  beheld : 

leos.  Buildinn  are  mentioned  by  Pliny  the  nstoraHst  which 
were  supported  only  by  one  pillar,  and  Dr.  Shaw  nya  In  hk 
Travels,  liiat  the  eastern  theatres  are  built  in  the  form  of  an  ad- 
vanccd  cloister  or  penthouse,  supported  bv  one  or  two  pillars  Is 
the  front  or  centre.  Supposinr,therefore,  that  the  hoose  of  Da^oa 
was  built,  as  u  most  probable,  in  ttiis  manner,  the  deatmctioa 
which  followed  the  exertion  of  Samaoo's  strength  was  inerttablat 
iei0.  Coto^ArMis,  laai:  M  bones  eonpfetely  Bnned. 


806  SAMSON  AGONI8TE8. 

Now  of  my  own  accord  such  other  trial 
I  mean  to  shew  you  of  my  strength,  yet  grwtttr ; 
As  with  amaze  shall  strike  all  who  behold.'  lOtf 

This  utter *d,  straining  all  his  nerves  he  bow'd. 
As  with  the  force  of  winds  and  waters  pent 
When  mountains  tremble,  those  two  massy  pillars 
With  horrible  convulsion  to  and  fro  1648 

He  tugg'd,  he  shook,  till  down  they  came  and  drew 
The  whole  roof  after  them,  with  burst  of  thunder 
Upon  the  heads  of  all  who  sat  beneath, 
Lords,  ladies,  captains,  counsellors,  or  priestif 
Their  choice  nobility  and  flower,  not  only 
Of  this,  but  each  Philistian  city  round,  1655 

Met  from  all  parts  to  solemnize  this  feast. 
Samson  with  these  immix'd,  inevitably 
PuU'd  down  the  same  destruction  on  himself; 
The  vulgar  only  'scaped  who  stood  without. 

Chor.  O  dearly-bought  revenge,  yet  glorious  I   1600 
Living  or  dying  thou  hast  fulfiU'd 
The  work  for  which  thou  wast  foretold 
To  Israel,  and  now  ly'st  victorious 
Among  thy  slain  self-kill'd, 

Not  willingly,  but  tangled  in  the  fold  1665 

Of  dire  necessity,  whose  law  in  death  conjoin'd 
Thee  with  thy  slaughter'd  foes,  in  number  more 
Than  all  thy  life  hath  slain  before.  [sublime, 

1  Semichor.  While  their  hearts  were  jocund  and 
Drunk  with  idolatry,  drimk  with  wine,  1670 

And  fat  regorged  of  bulls  and  goats, 
Chauntiug  their  idol,  and  preferring 
Before  our  living  Dread  who  dwells  ^ 

In  Silo,  his  bright  sanctuary; 

Among  them  he  a  spirit  of  frenzy  sent,  1675 

Who  hurt  their  minds, 
And  urged  them  on  with  mad  desire 
To  call  in  haste  for  their  destroyer; 
They  only  set  on  sport  and  play 
Uuweetingly  importuned  1680 

Their  own  destruction  to  come  speedy  upon  them. 
So  fi^nd  are  mortal  men 
Fallen  into  wrath  di^  ino. 
As  their  own  ruin  on  themselves  to*  invite, 

ib67.  Judgr.  xvi.  ao. 
If74.  Sito^  the  Ubcmaclr  aiid  ark  were  then  M  this  time 
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Insensate  left,  or  to  sense  reprobate,  1089 

'  Aad  with  blindness  internal  struck. 

2  Semicher,  But  he,  though  blind  of  sight* 

De8]Msed  and  thought  extinguished  quite 

With  inward  eyes  illmninated, 

His  fiery  virtue  roused  MM 

Prom  under  ashes  into  sudden  flam6> 

And  as  an  evening  dragon  caaae> 

Assailant  on  the  perched  roosts. 

And  nests  in  order  ranged 

Of  tame  villatic  fowl ;  but  as  an  eagle  16M 

His  cloudless  thunder  bolted  on  their  heads. 

So  virtue  given  for  lost, 

Depress'd,  and  overthrown,  as  seem'd, 

lake  that  self-begotten  bird 

In  the  Arabian  woods  imbost,  1700 

That  no  second  knows  nor  third. 

And  lay  ere  while  a  holocaust. 

From  out  her  ashy  womb  now  teem'd. 

Revives,  reflourishes,  then  vigorous  most 

When  most  unactive  deem'd,  17(d 

And  though  her  body  die,  her  fame  survives 

A  secular  bird  ages  of  lives. 
Man.  Come,  come,  no  time  for  lamentation  now. 

Nor  much  more  cause  ;  Samson  hath  quit  himself 

Like  Samsen,  and  heroicly  hath  finish 'd  1710 

A  life  heroic,  on  his  enemies 

.  Fully  revenged,  hath  left  them  years  of  moaming, 
And  lamentation  to  the  sons  of  Caphtor 
Through  all  Philistian  bounds,  to  Israel 
Honour  hath  left,  and  freedom,  let  but  them        1710 
Find  courage  to  lay  hold  on  this  occasion  ; 
To  himself  and  father's  house  eternal  fame. 
And,  which  is  best  and  happiest  yet,  all  this 
With  God  not  parted  from  him,  as  was  fear'd. 
But  favouring  and  assisting  to  the  end.  17S0 

Nothing  is  here  for  tears,  nothing  to  wail 
Or  knock  the  breast,  no  weakness,  no  contempt. 
Dispraise,  or  blame,  nothing  but  well  and  fair 

1W5.  Fillahe,  domeatic,  from  the  Lntin  Villa* 
ITtO.  Imbott,  embowered  or  concealed,  from  the  Italiaa  worA 

imteMwrv,  I  coajecture.— Speoter  uses  it.  Faery  Queen,  B.  I. 

ClB.  3.  St.  34. 
1713.  Somi  t>f  Caphtor,  PhUittines  Arom  the  island  of  Caphtor* 

who  Mttled  in  Palestine. 
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ABd  wbat  may  qndet  as  in  »  deadi  so  nobl*. 

Let  OS  go  find  the  body  where  it  lies  ni8* 

Soak'd  in  his  enemies'  Mood,  and  firom  the  stream 

With  laTeTS  pure  and  cieansing  beriw  wash  <^ 

The  clotted  gore.    1  with  what  speed  the  while 

(Gam  is  not  in  pKght  to  say  us  nay) 

Will  send  for  all  my  kindred,  all  my  friends,      ITlt 

To  fetch  him  hence,  and  solemnly  attend 

With  silent  obsequy  and  funeral  train 

Home  to  his  father's  house :  there  will  1  build  hiia 

A  monument,  and  plant  it  round  with  shade 

Of  laurel  ever  g^reen,  and  branching  palm,  1798 

With  all  his  trophies  hung,  and  acts  inroU'd 

In  copious  legend,  or  sweet  lyric  song. 

Thither  shall  all  the  valiant  youth  resort. 

And  from  his  memory  inflame  tbehr  breasts 

To  matchless  valour,  and  adventures  high :  174t 

The  virgins  also  shall  on  feastful  days 

Visit  his  tomb  with  flow'rs,  only  bewailing 

His  lot  unfortunate  in  nuptial  choice. 

From  whence  captivity  and  loss  of  eyes. 

Chmr,  All  is  best,  though  we  oft  doubt  174S 

What  th'  unsearchable  dispose 
Of  highest  Wisdom  brings  about. 
And  ever  best  found  in  the  close. 
Oft  he  seems  to  hide  his  face. 

But  unexpectedly  returns,  17M 

And  to  his  faithf^  champion  hath  in  place 
Bore  witness  gloriously  ;  whence  Gaza  moumi 
And  all  that  band  them  to  resist 
His  uncontrollable  intent ; 

His  servants  he  with  new  acquist  1785 

Of  true  experience,  from  this  great  event. 
With  peace  and  consolation  hath  dismist. 
And  calm  of  mind,  all  passions  spent. 

1730.  This  circumstance  is  founded  on  Jodgr.  xvl.  SI. 

To  the  lovera  of  the  classical  drama,  Samson  Agonistes  Is  Mk 
of  beaiiQr ;  its  regularity,  the  clearness  and  solemnity  of  its  dic- 
tion, the  pathos  of  Manoah's  character,  and  the  well-sustained 
peveritv  or  Samsun's,  are  all  calculated  to  secure^heir  admira- 
tion. But  it  is  not  tne  generality  of  readers  who  can  see  beauty 
la  propriety,  or  feel  sympathy  with  a  passion  whieh  is  more 
sooag  than  vehement;  and  to  these  this  poem  wiii  alwajs  laUef 
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A  MASK: 

Preiented  ai  Ludlow  Castle,  1634,  before  the  &rt 
of  Bridgewater,  then  President  of  Wales, 


THE  PERSONS. 


The  atUndamt  l^rtt, 
•fterwtrdsio  the  bablt 
of  ThyrtL. 

Comtu  with  his  crew. 


The  Lady, 
Pint  Brother, 
Setvad  Brother, 
Sabrina,  the  Nymph. 


The  chief  penoot  who  presented  were* 

The  Lord  Braciiler. 

Mr.  Thomes  Ef^erton,  his  brother. 

The  Lady  Alice  E^ertoo. 

The  first  Scene  discorera  a  wild  wood. 

The  attendant  Spirit  descends  or  enters, 

BxpoRB  the  starry  threshold  of  Jove's  court 
My  mansion  is,  where  those  immortal  shapes 
Of  bright  aerial  Spirits  live  insphered 
In  regions  mild  of  calm  and  serene  air, 
Above  the  smoke  and  stir  of  this  dim  spot. 
Which  men  call  Earth,  and  with  low-thoughted  can 
Confined,  and  pester'd  in  this  pin*fo1d  here. 
Strive  to  keep  up  a  frail  and  feverish  being. 
Unmindful  of  the  crown  that  Virtue  gives 
After  this  mortal  change  to  her  true  servants 
Amongst  the  enthroned  Gods  on  sainted  seats. 
Yet  some  there  be  that  by  due  steps  aspire 

1.  Thlsex^isite  little  drama  is,  nextjp  Paradise  Lost,  U  t  mo* 
splendid  oflspriotr  of  Milton's  genius,  ^ever  were  the  tr  'elirsi 
xs  of  natural  description  more  relicitousiy  employed,  or  dM 
>n  of  what  I<  beautiful  in  the  moral  and  imaginative  c 
I  complete. 

SD 
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To  lay  Aeir  just  bands  on  that  golden  key 

That  opes  the  palace  of  Eternity  : 

To  anch  my  errand  is :  and  bat  for  snob,  IB 

I  would  not  soil  these  pure  ambroaial  weeds 

With  the  rank  yapours  of  this  sin-worn  mould. 

But  to  my  task-    Neptune,  besides  the  sway 
Of  every  salt  flood,  and  each  ebbing  stream. 
Took  in  by  lot  'twixt  high  and  nether  Jore  tV 

Imperial  rule  of  all  the  seagirt  isles, 
That  like  to  rich  and  various  gems  inlay 
The  unadorned  bosom  of  the  deep. 
Which  he  to  grace  bis  tributary  gods 
By  course  commits  to  several  government,  95 

And  gives  them  leave  to  wear  their  sapphire  crowns. 
And  wield  their  little  tridents  :  but  this  isle. 
The  greatest  and  the  best  of  all  the  main, 
He  quarters  to  his  blue-hair'd  deities  ; 
And  all  this  tract  that  fronts  the  falling  sun  90 

A  noble  peer  of  mickle  trust  and  power 
Has  in  his  charge,  with  temper'd  awe  to  guide 
An  old  and  haughty  nation  proud  in  arms : 
Where  his  fair  offspring  nursed  in  princely  lore 
Are  coming  to  attend  their  father's  state,  35 

And  new  intrusted  sceptre ;  but  their  way 
Lies  through  the  perplex'd  paths  of  this  drear  wood. 
The  nodding  horror  of  whose  sbady  brows 
Threats  the  forlorn  and  wand 'ring  passenger ; 
And  here  their  tender  age  might  suffer  peril,  40 

But  that  by  quick  command  from  sovereign  Jove 
I  was  dispatch 'd  for  their  defence  and  guard  ; 
And  listen  why,  for  I  will  tell  you  now 
What  never  yet  was  heard  in  tale  or  song, 
From  old  or  modern  bard,  in  hall  or  bower.  45 

Bacchus,  that  first  from  out  the  purple  grape 
Crush 'd  the  sweet  poison  of  mis-usad  wine. 
After  the  Tuscan  mariners  transform'd. 
Coasting  the  Tyrrhene  shore,  as  the  winds  listed. 
On  Circe's  island  fell :  (who  knows  not  Circe  50 

The  daughter  of  the  Sun  ?  whose  charmed  cup 

48.  The  Tuscan  Mariners  ;  they  were  transformed  by  Bacchus, 
wnoni  they  had  angrered,  Into  ship*  and  dolphins.— See  Ovid, 
fiet  ill.  8.  The  story  of  Circe  and  her  transformatioas  is  well 
Koowo.— Homer,  Odvss.  x. 
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Whoever  tasted,  lost  his  upright  shape. 

And  downward  fell  into  a  grovelling  swine :) 

This  nymph,  that  gazed  upon  his  clust'iing  locks,- 

With  ivy  berries  wreath'd,  and  his  blithe  yvnth,    M 

Had  by  him,  ere  he  parted  thence,  a  son 

-tfuch  like  his  father,  but  his  mother  more. 

Whom  therefore  she  brought  up,  and  Com  us  named ; 

Who  ripe,  and  frolic  of  his  full  grown  age. 

Roving  the  Celtic  and  Iberian  field,  00 

At  last  betakes  him  to  this  ominous  wood. 

And  in  thick  shelter  of  black  shades  imbower'd 

Excels  his  mother  at  her  mighty  art. 

Offering  to  every  weary  traveller  04 

His  orient  liquor  in  a  crystal  glass,  [taste 

To  quench  the  drought  of  Phoebus,  which  as  they 

(For  most  do  taste  through  fond  intemp'rate  thirst) 

Soon  as  the  potion  works,  their  human  count'nance, 

Th'  express  resemblance  of  the  gods,  is  r^anged 

Into  some  brutish  form  of  wolf,  or  bear,  70 

Or  ounce,  or  tiger,  hog,  or  bearded  goat. 

All  other  parts  remaining  as  they  were  ; 

And  they,  so  perfect  is  their  misery. 

Not  once  perceive  their  foul  disfigurement. 

But  boast  themselves  more  comely  than  before,      70 

And  all  their  friends  and  native  home  forget. 

To  roll  with  pleastire  in  a  sensual  sty. 

Therefore  when  any  favoured  of  high  Jove 

Chances  to  pass  through  this  adveut'rous  glade, 

Swift  as  the  sparkle  of  a  glancyig  star  80 

I  shoot  from  heav'n,  to  give  him  safe  convoy. 

As  now  I  do :  but  first  I  must  put  off 

These  my  sky  robes  spun  out  of  Iris  woof. 

And  take  the  weeds  and  likeness  of  a  swain. 

That  to  the  service  of  this  house  belongs,  80 

Who,  with  his  soft  pipe,  and  smooth-dittied  song, 

Well  knows  to  still  the  wild  winds  when  they  roaff 

And  hush  the  waving  woods,  nor  of  less  fiaith. 

And  in  this  office  of  his  mountain  watch. 

Likeliest,  and  nearest  to  the  present  aid  M 

Of  this  occasion.    But  I  hear  the  tread 

Of  hateful  steps.    I  must  be  viewless  now. 

fO.  Cfttkofui/kriflm/rM/ France  ana  OiNria* 
tl.  Par.  Lose,  zU  974. 
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CwwMi  enters  toith  a  charming  rod  in  one  hand,Ai$ 
glass  in  the  other  ;  with  him  a  rout  of  monsters, 
headed  Uke  sundry  sorts  of  wild  beastSy  but  other' 
wise  Uke  men  and  women,  their  apparel  glittering  / 
they  come  in  making  a  riotous  and  unnUi  noise, 
with  torches  in  their  hands. 

Com.  The  star  that  Xnis  the  shepherd  fold* 
Now  the  top  of  Hear'n  doth  hold. 
And  the  grilded  car  of  Day»  99 

Hifl  glowiBg  axle  doth  allay 
In  the  steep  Atlantic  stream. 
And  the  slope  Sun  his  upward  beam 
Shoots  ag^ainst  the  dusky  pole, 
Pacing  toward. the  other  gpoal  IM 

Of  his  chamber  in  the  East. 
Meanwhile  welcome  Joy  and  Feast^ 
Midnight  Shout  aud  Rerelry, 
Tipsy  Dance,  and  Jollity, 

Braid  your  locks  with  rosy  twine,  10ft 

Dropping  odours,  dropping  wine. 
Rigour  now  is  gone  to  bed. 
And  Advice  with  scrupulous  head. 
Strict  Age  and  sour  Severity 

With  their  grave  saws  in  slumber  lie.  110 

We  that  are  of  purer  fire 
Imitate  the  starry  quire. 
Who  in  their  nightly  watchful  spheres. 
Lead  in  swift  round  the  months  and  years. 
The  sounds  and  seas,  Vith  all  their  finny  drove,    115 
Now  to  the  moon  in  wavering  morrice  move ; 
And  on  the  tawny  sands  and  shelves 
Trip  the  pert  faeries  and  the  dapper  elves. 
By  dimpled  brook  and  fountain  brim. 
The  wood-nymphs  deck'd  with  daisies  trim,  130 

Their  merry  wakes  and  pastimes  keep : 

•3.  It  wAtild  be  Imporaible,  perhapt,  to  find  a  more  exquisite 
piece  of  musical  versification  than  the  following.  The  beauty  aud 
varietT  of  the  imagery  are  eiually  unsurpassed. 

109.  it  would  be  useless  to  point  out  the  many  triflinf  altera- 
tloDs  which  appear  in  the  manuscript  and  first  editions  of  this 
poem  :  a  few,  however,  are  worth  observior,  and  among  thema 
Ibat  of  thJs  Une,  which  originally  stood— 

And  quick  tmw  wUh  her  sent^nlMW  htad, 

117.  Tmwmff  orlglMUy,  ycUow. 


Trie    iho   fiTi  fnv'Hi's    and  ihe  dapper  eires- 
Ey  Aiupl.-l   I'lMoli  .lud  r..uinaiQ  liriiii. 
The  wui.il-ujiiiplis,  ilecfcd  wiih  dnisiBS  tmu. 
Ilifir    men7  iniikea  Euid  pastimes  keep: 
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What  hath  night  to  do  -with  sleep  ff 

Night  hath  better  sweets  to  proye, 

Venus  now  wakes,  and  wakens  Love* 

Come  let  us  our  rites  begih,  US 

Tis  only  day-light  that  makes  sin. 

Which  these  dun  shades  will  ne'er  report. 

Hail  Goddess  of  nocturnal  sport« 

Dark-veil'd  Cotytto,  t'  whom  the  secret  flame 

Of  midnight  torches  bums ;  mysterious  dame,       IM 

That  ne'er  art  call'd,  but  when  the  dragon  womb 

Of  Stygian  darkness  spits  her  thickest  gloom. 

And  makes  one  blot  of  all  the  air. 

Stay  thy  cloudy  ebon  chair. 

Wherein  thuu  rid'st  with  Hecaf ,  and  befriend      US 

Us  thy  vow'd  priests,  till  utmost  end 

Of  all  thy  dues  be  done,  and  none  left  ouD 

Ere  the  blabbing  eastern  scout. 

The  nice  Mom  on  the  Indian  steep 

From  her  cabin'd  loop-hole  peep,  14i 

And  to  the  tell-tale  Sun  descry 

Our  conceal 'd  solemnity. 

Come,  knit  hands,  and  beat  the  ground 

In  a  light  fantastic  round. 

Tii/e  Measure* 

Break  off,  break  off,  I  feel  the  different  pace         Iff 

Of  some  chaste  footing  near  about  this  ground,. 

Run  to  your  shrouds,  within  these  brakes  and  trees; 

Oar  number  may  affright :  some  virgin  sure 

(For  so  I  can  distinguish  by  mine  art) 

Benighted  in  Uiese  woods.    Now  to  my  charms,  IM 

And  to  my  wily  trains ;  I  shall  ere  long 

Be  well  stock'd  with  as  fair  a  herd  as  gjased 

About  my  mother  Circe.    Thus  I  hurl 

My  dazzling  spells  into  the  spungy  air. 

Of  pofwer  to  cheat  the  eye  with  blear  illusion,       18S 

And  give  it  false  presentments,  lest  the  plac« 

And  my  quaint  habits  breed  astonbfament. 

And  put  the  damsel  to  suqpicioas  flight. 

Which  most  net  be,  for  that 's  against  my  covne ; 

I  luder  fair  pretence  of  friendly  ends,  Mt 


tie.  Cttftto;  tfie  feddCM  of  licentious  pb 

4A.  Tdt4mUi  dlMovMl^(tlM«aGMIi«raM«i|te. 
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And 'well-placed  words  of  gloztng  courtesy 

Baited  with  reasons  not  unplaosible. 

Wind  me  into  the  easy-hearted  man» 

And  hug  him  into  snares.    When  once  her  eye 

Hath  met  the  virtue  of  this  ma^tc  dust,  lOS 

I  shall  appear  some  harmless  rillager 

Whom  thrift  keeps  up  about  his  country  gear 

But  here  she  comes*  I  fairly  step  aside» 

And  hearken,  if  I  may,  her  business  here. 

The  Lady  enters. 

This  way  the  noise  was,  if  mine  ear  be  true,         170 

My  best  guide  now ;  methought  it  was  the  sound 

Of  riot  and  ill-managed  merriment. 

Such  as  the  jocund  flute  or  gamesome  pipe 

Stirs  up  among  the  loose  unletter'd  hinds. 

When  for  their  teeming  flocks,  and  granges  full,  179 

In  wanton  dance  they  praise  the  bounteous  Pan, 

And  thank  the  Gods  amiss.    I  should  be  loath 

To  meet  the  rudeness  and  swiird  instdence 

Of  such  late  wassailers ;  yet  O  where  else 

Shall  I  inform  my  unacquainted  feet  IM 

In  the  blind  mazes  of  this  tangled  wood  t 

My  brothers,  when  they  saw  me  wearied  out 

With  this  long  way,  resolving  here  to  lodge 

Under  the  spreading  favour  of  these  pines, 

Stept,  as  they  said,  to  the  next  thicket  side  185 

To  bring  me  berries,  or  such  cooling  fruit 

As  the  kind  hospitable  woods  provide. 

They  left  me  then,  when  the  grey-hooded  Even 

Like  a  sad  votarist  in  palmer's  weed. 

Rose  from  the  hindmost  wheels  of  Phoebus'  wain.  190 

But  where  they  are,  and  why  they  came  not  bj^ck. 

Is  now  the  labour  of  my  thought ;  'tis  likeliest 

They  had  engaged  their  wand'ring  steps  too  far. 

And  envkras  Darkness,  ere  they  could  return. 

Had  stole  them  Ax>m  me :  else,  O  thievish  Night,  10» 

Why  nhould'st  thou,  but  for  some  felonious  end. 

In  thy  dark  lantern  thus  close  up  the  stars. 

That  Nature  hung  in  Heav'n,  and  fill'd  their  lamps 

With  everlasting  oil,  to  give  due  light 

lU.  OrlgiosUy, 

Ib  tiM  bUnd  alUjf$  of  tbk  anhedy 
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To  the  misled  and  lonely  travenert  MO 

This  is  the  place,  as  well  as  I  may  guess. 

Whence  even  now  the  tai^^iilt  of  loud  Mirth 

Was  rife,  and  perfect  in  my  listening  ear. 

Yet  nought  but  single  darkness  do  I  find. 

What  might  this  be  ?   A  thousand  fantasies  IN 

Begin  to  throng  into  my  memory, 

Of  calling  shapes,  and  beck'ning  shadows  dire^ 

And  aery  tongues,  that  syllable  men's  names 

Ob  sands,  and  shores,  and  desert  wildernesses. 

These  thoughts  may  startle  well,  but  not  astound  210 

The  virtuous  mind,  that  ever  walks  attended 

By  a  strong  siding  champion,  Conscience. — 

0  welcome  pure-eyed  Faith,  white-handed  Hope, 
Thou  hoTering  angel  girt  with  golden  wings. 

And  thou  unblemish'd  form  of  Chastity ;  219 

1  see  ye  visibly,  and  now  belieye 

That  he,  the  Supreme  Good,  t'  whom  all  things  ill 

Are  but  as  slavish  officers  of  yengeance. 

Would  send  a  glistering  guardian  if  need  were 

To  keep  my  life  and  honour  unassail'd.  220 

Was  I  deceived,  or  did  a  sable  cloud 

Turn  forth  her  silver  lining  on  the  night  t 

I  did  not  err,  there  does  a  sable  cloud 

Turn  forth  her  silver  lining  on  the  night. 

And  casts  a  gleam  over  this  tufted  grove.  228 

I  cannot  hallow  to  my  brothers,  but 

Such  noise  as  I  can  make  to  be  heard  farthest 

I'll  venture,  for  my  new  enliven'd  spirits 

Prompt  me ;  and  they  perhaps  are  not  far  off. 

SOffO. 

Swsrr  Echo,  sweetest  nymph,  that  liv'st  unseen  230 
Within  thy  aery  shell. 
By  slow  Meander's  margent  gn^en. 
And  in  the  violet-embroider'd  vale. 

Where  the  love-lorn  nighting^e 
Nightly  to  th«e  her  sad  song  moumeth  well ;       S3i' 
Canst  thou  not  tell  me  of  a  gentle  pair 
That  likest  thy  Narcissus  aref 

908.  Thin  beaatirul  expression  wu  not  at  flrit  wzltlSB.  Tte 
line  WM.  That  lure  ntght-vMmdertrt, 

938.  Thlt ii s rerj iagenioos inTendon  to Uitrodiioflia bciaa 
Ati  soDf  wMch  foUowi. 
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O  if  thoa  haye 
Hid  them  in  aome  flow'ry  eaT«» 
Tell  me  but  whwe.  Ml 

Sweet  q[aeen  of  pariy,  danghter  of  the  aphere ; 
So  may'st  thou  be  tranalated  to  the  ikieSf 
And  give  rewranding  grace  to  all  HearVe  hannonies. 

Com,  Can  any  mortal  mixture  of  Barth'e  mould 
Breathe  such  divine  enchanting  ravishment  t       945 
Sure  something  holy  lodges  in  that  breast. 
And  with  these  raptures  moves  the  vocal  Air 
To  testify  his  hidden  residence : 
How  sweetly  did  they  float  upon  the  wings 
Of  silence,  through  the  empty-vaulted  Night,      S50 
At  ev'ry  fall  smoothing  the  raven  down 
Of  Darkness  till  it  smiled !  I  have  oft  heard 
My  mother  Circe  with  the  Sirens  three. 
Amidst  the  flow'ry-lurtled  Naiades 
Culling  their  potent  herbs,  and  baleful  drugs,       S5S 
Who,  as  they  sung,  would  take  the  prison 'd  soul, 
And  lap  it  in  Elysium  ;  Scylla  wept. 
And  chid  her  barking  waves  into  attention. 
And  fell  Charybdis  murmur'd  soft  applause  : 
Yet  they  in  peaceful  slumber  lull'd  the  sense,       S0O 
And  in  sweet  madness  robb'd  it  of  itself ; 
But  such  a  sacred  and  home-felt  delight. 
Such  sober  certainty  of  waking  bliss, 
I  never  heard  till  now.    I'll  speak  to  her. 
And  she  shall  be  my  queen.  Hail  foreign  wonder,  265 
Whom  certain  these  rough  shades  did  never  breed. 
Unless  the  goddess  that  in  rural  shrine 
Dwell'st  here  with  Pan,  or  Sylvan,  by  blest  song 
Forbidding  every  bleak  unkindly  fog 
To  touch  the  prosp'rous  growth  of  this  tall  wood.  270 

La.  Nay,  gentle  Shepherd,  ill  is  lost  that  praise 
That  is  address'd  to  unattending  ears ; 
Not  any  boast  of  skill,  but  extreme  shift 
How  to  regain  my  sever'd  company, 
Compell'd  me  to  awake  the  courteous  Echo  275 

To  give  me  answer  from  her  mossy  couch. 

Com,  What  chance,  good  Lady,  hath  bereft  you  thus  t 

tS4.  This  and  thr  followlor  Tene  were  added  \n  Mlltoa  to  the 
•ilgiBsl  cfl|ir,  ana  taMrted  in  the  margin. 


COMUS  407 

La,  Dim  darknen,  and  this  l«afy  labyrinA. 
Com,  Gould  that  divide  you  from  near-uahering 
JLa,  They  left  me  weary  on  a  grassy  turf.  [gaidMt 
Com,  By  falsehood,  or  discourtesy,  or  whyl  Ml 
La.  To  seek  i'  th'  valley  some  cool  friendly  spring. 
Com,  And  left  your  fair  side  all  unguarded,  Lad^l- 
La,  They  were  but  twain,  and  purposed  ^oick  n- 

tum. 
Com,  Perhaps  forestalling  Night  prevented  fhem. 
La,  How  easy  my  misfortune  is  to  hit  1  S80 

Com,  Imports  their  loss,  beside  the  present  needt 
La,  No  less  than  if  I  should  my  brothers  lose. 
Com,  Were  they  of  manly  prime,  or  youthful  Uoomf 
La,  As  smooth  as  Hebe's  their  unrazor'd  lips.   80i 
Com,  Two  such  I  saw,  what  time  the  laboured  ox 
In  his  loose  traces  from  the  furrow  came. 
And  the  swinkt  hedger  at  his  supper  sat ; 
I  saw  them  under  a  green  mantling  vine 
That  crawls  along  the  side  of  yon  small  hill,        90S 
Plucking  ripe  clusters  from  the  tender  shoots ; 
Their  port  was  more  than  human,  as  they  stood : 
I  took  it  for  a  fadry  vision 
Of  some  gay  creatures  of  the  element. 
That  in  the  colours  of  the  rain-bow  live,  8M 

And  play  i'  th'  plighted  clouds.    I  was  aweHStrucky 
And  as  I  pass'd,  I  worshipp'd  ;  if  those  you  seek. 
It  were  a  journey  like  the  path  to  Heav'n, 
To  help  you  find  them. 

La,  Gentle  Villager, 

What  readiest  way  would  bring  me  to  that  place  t 
Com,  Due  west  it  rises  from  this  shrubby  point.  SOf 
La,  To  find  out  that,  good  Shepherd,  I  suppose 
In  such  a  scant  allowance  of  star-light, 
Would  overtask  the  best  land-pilot's  art. 
Without  the  sure  guess  of  well-practised  feet.       31d 

Com,  I  know  each  lane,  and  every  aUey  green* 
Dingle,  or  busby  dell,  of  this  Mrild  wood. 
And  every  bosky  boom  from  side  to  side. 
My  daily  walks  and  ancient  neighbourhood ; 
And  if  your  stray-attendants  be  yet  lodg^ed,  tit 

Or  shroud  within  these  limits,  I  shaU  know 
Ere  morrow  wake,  or  the  low-roosted  lark 
m.  P^riklsd^laMflsd  efptailed,  tetmid  ill  jHnlaff  wtti  frfsy. 
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From  her  tiiatch'd  pallat  rouse ;  if  otherwiitj 

I  can  oondiict  you,  Lady,  to  a  low 

Bvt  loyal  cottage,  where  you  may  be  safe  919 

im  ftuther  quest. 

Xa.  Shepherd,  I  tale  thy  word, 

Jknd  tract  thy  hcmest  offer'd  courtesy, 
Whida  oft  is  sooner  fotmd  in  lowly  sheds 
"Widx  smoky  rafters,  than  in  tapestry  halls. 
And  courts  of  princes,  where  it  first  was  named,  385 
And  yet  is  most  pretended  :  in  a  place 
Less  warranted  than  this,  or  less  secure, 
I  cannot  be,  that  I  should  fear  to  change  it. 
8ye  me,  blest  Providence,  and  squara  my  trial 
To  my  proportion'd  streng^.  Shepherd,  lead  on.  S30 

The  Two  Brothers. 

E.  Bro.  Unmuffle,  ye  faint  Stars,  and  thou  fair 
That  wont'st  to  love  the  traveller's  benizon,    [Moon, 
Stoop  thy  pale  visage  through  an  amber  cloud. 
And  disinherit  Chaos,  that  reigns  here 
In  doable  night  of  darkness  and  of  shades ;  33S 

Or  if  your  influence  be  quite  damm'd  up 
With  black  usurping  mists,  some  gentle  taper. 
Though  a  rush-candle  from  the  wicker  hole 
Of  some  clay  habitation,  visit  us 
With  thy  long  levell'd  rule  of  streaming  light,     340 
And  thou  shalt  be  our  star  of  Arcady, 
Or  Tyrian  Cynosure. 

Y.  Bro.  Or  if  our  eyes 

Be  barr'd  that  happiness,  might  we  but  hear 
The  folded  flocks  penn'd  in  their  wattled  cotes, 
Or  sound  of  pastoral  reeds  with  oaten  stops,         345 
Or  whistle  from  Che  lodge  or  village  cock 
Count  the  night  watches  to  his  feathery  dames, 
Twould  be  some  solace  yet,  some  little  cheering 
In  this  close  dungeon  of  innumerous  boughs. 
But  O  that  hapless  virgin,  our  lost  Sister,  350 

Where  may*she  wander  now,  whither  betake  her 
From  the  chill  dew,  amongst  rude  burs  and  thistles! 
Perhaps  some  cold  bank  is  her  bolster  now. 
Or  'gainst  the  rugged  bark  of  some  broad  elm 
Leans  her  unpillow'd  head,  Araught  with  sad  fears 
9fAread'    8k  the  greater  and  IsMsr 
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What  if  in  wild  amazement  and  afiinglitt 
Or,  while  we  vpeak.,  within  the  direful  grai^ 
Of  savage  hanger  or  of  savage  heat  1 

M,  Bro,  Peace,  Brother,  be  not  over-exquiate 
To  cast  the  fashion  of  uncertain  evils : 
For  grant  they  be  so,  while  they  rest  unknown* 
What  need  a  man  forestall  his  date  of  grief. 
And  run  to  meet  what  he  would  most  avoid  1 
Or,  if  they  be  but  false  alarms  of  fear* 
How  bitter  is  such  self-delusion  ? 
I  do  not  think  my  Sister  so  to  seek. 
Or  so  unprincipled  in  Virtue's  book, 
And  the  sweet  i>eace  that  goodness  bosoms  evex^ 
As  that  the  single  want  of  light  and  noise 
(Not  being  in  danger,  as  I  trust  she  is  not)  S70 

Could  stir  the  constant  mood  of  her  calm  thongfati*. 
And  put  them  into  misbecoming  plight. 
Virtue  could  see  to  do  what  Virtue  would 
By  her  own  radiant  light,  though  sun  and  moon 
Were  in  the  flat  sea  sunk.    And  Wisdom's  self    Vi 
Oft  seeks  to  sweet  retired  Solitude, 
Where  with  her  best  nurse.  Contemplation, 
She  plumes  her  feathers,  and  lets  grow  her  wings. 
That  in  the  various  bustle  of  resort 
Were  all  too  ruffled,  and  sometimes  impair'd. 
He  that  has  light  within  his  own  clear  breast 
May  sit  i'  th'  centre,  and  enjoy  bright  day : 
But  he  that  hides  a  dark  soul,  and  foul  thoughts. 
Benighted  walks  under  the  mid-day  sun : 
Himself  is  his  own  dungeon. 

Y.  Bro.  Tis  most  true. 

That  musing  meditation  most  affects 
The  pensive  secrecy  of  desert  cell. 
Far  from  the  cheerful  haunt  of  men  and  herds. 
And  sits  as  safe  as  in  a  senate  house  ; 
For  who  would  rob  a  hermit  of  his  weeds, 
His  few  books,  or  his  beads,  or  maple  dish. 
Or  do  his  grey  hairs  any  violence  t 
But  Beauty,  like  the  fair  Hesperian  tree 
Laden  with  blooming  gold,  had  need  the  goaid 
Of  dragon  watch,  with  unenchanted  eye. 
To  save  her  blossoms,  and  defend  her  fruit 

From  the  rash  hand  of  bold  Incontinence* 

T 


/ 


Hi  ooMim. 

T«a  may  M  wcH  spread  oat  the  mutom'd  lieape 

Of  miaer*!  treamre  by  an  outlaw's  den. 

And  tell  me  it  is  safe,  as  bid  me  hope  4M 

Danger  will  wink  on  Opportunity, 

And  let  a  single  helpless  maiden  pass 

Uninjured  in  this  wild  surrounding  waste. 

Of  night,  or  loneliness,  it  recks  me  not ; 

I  fear  the  dread  events  that  dog  them  both,  4M 

Lest  some  ill-greeting  touch  attempt  the  person 

Of  oar  unowned  Sister. 

E,  Bro,  I  do  not,  Brother, 

Infer,  as  if  I  thought  my  Sister's  state 
Secare  without  all  doubt,  or  oontroyersy  : 
Yet  where  an  equal  poise  of  hope  and  fear  410 

I>oes  arbitrate  th'  event,  my  nature  is 
That  I  incline  to  hope,  rather  than  fear. 
And  gpladly  banish  squint  Suspicion. 
My  Sister  is  not  so  defenceless  left 
As  you  imagrine  ;  she  has  hidden  strength,  415 

Which  you  remember  not. 

Y,  Bro»  What  hidden  strength. 

Unless  the  streng^  of  Heav'n,  if  you  mean  thatT 

M,  Bro.  I  mean  that  too,  but  yet  a  hidden  strength, 
Wlkich  if  Heav'n  gave  it,  may  be  term'd  her  own : 
Tis  Chastity,  my  brother,  Chastity:  420 

She  that  has  that  is  clad  in  c6mplete  steel. 
And  like  a  quiver'd  nymph  witti  arrows  keen 
May  trace  huge  forests,  and  unharbour'd  heaths. 
Infamous  hills  and  sandy  perilous  wilds. 
Where,  through  the  sacred  X9cys  of  Chastity,  425 

No  savage  fierce,  bandit,  or  mountaineer. 
Will  dare  to  soil  her  virgin  purity : 
Yea  there,  where  very  Desolation  dwells 
By  grots,  and  caverns  shagg'd  with  horrid  shades, 
She  may  pass  on  with  unblench'd  majesty,  430 

Be  it  not  done  in  pride,  or  in  presumption. 
Some  say  no  evil  thing  that  walks  by  night. 
In  f(C^,  or  fire,  by  lake,  or  moorish  fen, 
Blue  meagre  hag,  or  stubborn  unlaid  ghost. 
That  breaks  his  mag^c  chains  at  curfeu  time,        435 
No  goblin,  or  swart  faery  of  the  mine, 

.  i?*..  Jl'^J"'?^^  ^  *°  '^^n  cloMS  imitation  of  one  la  FlelciMi^ 
*  lUthful  Shepherden.' 
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Hafh  hurtful  power  o'er  true  virginity. 

Do  ye  beliere  me  yet,  or  shall  1  call 

Antiquity  from  the  old  schools  of  Greece 

To  testify  the  arms  of  Chastity  f 

Hence  had  the  huntress  Dian  her  dread  bow» 

Fair  silver-shafted  queen,  for  ever  chaste. 

Wherewith  she  tamed  the  brinded  lioness 

And  spotted  mountain  pard,  but  set  at  nought 

The  firiToIoua  bolt  of  Cupid :  Gods  and  men 

Fear'd  her  stem  frown,  and  she  was  queen  o'  th* 

What  was  tiiat  snaky-headed  Gorgon  shield  [woods. 

That  wise  Minerva  wore,  unconquer'd  rirg^. 

Wherewith  she  freezed  her  foes  to  congeal'd  atame. 

But  rigid  looks  of  chaste  austerity,  4M 

And  noble  grace  that  dabh'd  brute  yiolenoe 

With  sudden  adoration,  and  blank  awe  Y 

So  dear  to  Heav'n  is  saintly  Chastity, 

That  when  a  soul  is  found  sincerely  so, 

A  thousand  liveried  Angels  lacky  her,  4JU 

Driving  far  off  each  thing  of  sin  and  g^ilt. 

And  in  clear  dream,  and  solemn  vision. 

Tell  her  of  things  that  no  gross  ear  can  hear. 

Till  oft  converse  with  heav'nly  habitants 

Begin  to  cast  a  beam  on  th'  outward  shape,  4M 

The  unpolluted  temple  of  the  mind, 

And  turns  it  by  degrees  to  the  soul's  essence. 

Till  all  be  made  immortal :  but  when  Lust, 

By  unchaste  looks,  loose  gestures,  and  foul  talk. 

But  most  by  lewd  and  lavish  act  of  sin,  485 

Lets  in  Defilement  to  the  inward  parts. 

The  soul  g^ws  clotted  by  contagion, 

Imbodies  and  imbrutes,  till  she  quite  lose 

The  divine  property  of  her  first  being. 

Such  are  those  thick  and  gloom]p  shadows  damp  47f 

Oft  seen  in  chamel  vaults,  and  sepulchres, 

46S.  The  nine  itronr  appearance  of  complete  materialiim  te 
•entiment.  it  discoveraole  in  this  paseare  a»  in  several  parta  of 
Paradise  Lost  —It,  however,  admits  of  the  same  partial  expnaip 
tlon,  as  it  may  be  taken  to  refer  solely  to  that  perfect  change 
which  sbaU  be  produced  in  the  body  when  it  puts  on  immortaUty, 
and  which  I  imagine  will  not  be  a  mere  renovation  of  youth  or 
beauty,  but  a  change  in  the  corporeal  essence,  if  I  may  ao  apeak* 
of  our  earthly  frames.  For  at  present  it  is  their  nature  to  oM^f 
heRafter  it  will  be  their  nature  to  exist  unchanged.  It  Is  noHJlJI 
bat  Ihdr  ewaaes  becoadng  different,  can  elfcet  tUk 
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lAagexing,  and  sitting  by  •  new-made  graTe> 

Ab  loath  to  leave  the  body  that  it  loved» 

And  link'd  itself  by  carnal  sensuality 

To  a  degenerate  and  degraded  state.  4^0 

Y.  Bro.  How  charming  is  dirine  philosophy  I 
Not  harsh}  and  crabbed,  as  dnll  fools  suppose. 
But  musical  as  is  Apollo's  lute. 
And  a  perpetual  feast  of  nectwr'd  sweets, 
^' Where  no  crude  surfeit  reigns. 

E.  Bro,  List,  list,  I  hear    489 

.-Bome  far  off  halloo  breal^  the  silent  air. 

Y.  Bro,  Methought  so  too ;  what  should  it  be  f 

S,  Bro*  For  certain 

JBither  some  one  like  us  night-founder'd  here. 
Or  else  some  neighbour  wood-man,  or,  at  worst, 
Some  roving  robber  calling  to  his  fellows.  485 

Y.  Bro.  Heav'n  keep  my  Sister.     Again,  again, 
Best  draw,  and  stand  upon  our  guard.        [and  near ; 

E.  Bro.  I'll  haUoo ; 

If  he  be  friendly,  he  comes  well ;  if  not. 
Defence  is  a  good  cause,  and  Heav'n  be  for  us. 

The  attendant  Spirit^  habited  like  a  shepherd. 

That  halloo  I  should  know,  what  are  you  I  speak  ; 
Come  not  too  near,  you  fall  on  iron  stakes  else.    491 

Spi.  What  voice  is  that  1  my  young  Lord  ?  speak 
again. 

Y,  Bro.  O  Brother,  'tis  my  father's  shepherd,  sure. 

£.  Bro.  Thyrsis  ?  whose  artful  strains  have  oft  de- 
The  huddling  brook  to  hear  his  madrigal,  [lay'd 

And  sweeten'd  every  musk-rose  of  the  dale.  496 

How  cam'st  thou  here,  good  Swain  1  hath  any  ram 
Slipt  from  the  fold,  or  young  kid  lost  hb  dam, 
'Or  straggling  wether  the  pent  flock  forsook  1 
How  could'st  thou  And  this  dark  seqnester'd  nook  ? 

iS^.  O  my  loved  master's  heir,  and  his  next  joy, 
I  came  not  here  on  such  a  trivial  toy 
As  a  stray'd  ewe,  or  to  pursue  the  stealth    " 
Of  pilfering  wolf ;  not  all  the  fleecy  wealth 
That  doth  enrich  these  downs  is  worth  a  thought 
To  this  my  errand,  and  the  care  it  brought.  SM 

But,  O  my  virgin  Lady,  where  is  she  1 
How  chance  she  is  not  in  your  company  t 
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K'.  Bro.  To  tell  thee  sadly.  Shepherd,  wifl&ont 
blame, 
Or  our  neglect,  we  lost  her  as  we  came.  910 

Spi.  Aye  me  unhappy  1  then  my  fears  are  true. 

E.  Bro.  What  fears,  gt)ud  Thyrsis?  Prithee  briefly 

Spi   I'll  tell  ye ;  'tis  not  rain  or  fabulous       [shew. 
(Though  so  esteem 'd  by  shallow  ignorance) 
What  the  sage  poets,  taught  by  th'  heav'nly  Muse, 
Story'd  of  old  in  high  immortal  verse,  SM 

Of  dire  chimeras  and  enchanted  isles. 
And  rifted  rocks  whose  entrance  leads  to  Hell ; 
For  such  there  be,  but  unbelief  is  blind. 

Within  the  navel  of  this  hideous  wood,  SSO 

Immured  in  cypress  shades  a  sorcerer  dwells, 
Of  Bacchus  and  of  Circe  bom,  great  Comus, 
Deep  skill'd  in  all  his  mother's  witcheries. 
And  here  to  every  thirsty  wanderer 
By  sly  enticement  gives  his  baneful  cup,  525 

With  many  murmurs  mix'd,  whose  pleasing  poison 
The  yisage  quite  transforms  of  him  that  drinks, 
And  the  inglorious  likeness  of  a  beast 
Fixes  instead,  unmoulding  Reason's  mintage 
Character'd  in  the  face ;  this  have  I  learnt  530 

Tending  my  flocks  hard  by  i'  th'  hilly  crofts, 
That  brow  this  bottom  glade,  whence  night  by  night 
He  and  his  monstrous  rout  are  heard  to  howl 
Like  stabled  wolves,  or  tigers  at  their  prey. 
Doing  abhorred  rites  to  Hecate  555 

In  their  obscured  haunts  of  inmost  bowers. 
Yet  have  they  many  baits,  and  guileful  spells. 
To'  inveigle  and  invite  th'  unwary  sense 
Of  them  that  pass  unweeting  by  the  way. 
This  evening  late,  by  then  the  chewing  flocks       540 
Had  ta'en  their  supper  on.  the  savoury  herb 
Of  knot-grass  dew-besprent,  and  were  in  fold 
I  sat  me  down  to  watch  upon  a  bank 
With  ivy  canopied,  and  interwove 
With  flaunting  honey-suckle,  and'began. 
Wrapt  in  a  i^easing  fit  of  melancholy, 
To  meditate  my  rural  minstrelsy. 
Till  Fancy  had  her  fill ;  but  ere  a  close. 


M9.  8aM9 ,  not  ■ommfiiliy,  bat  Rraveif, 
Ml.  Cns^,  little  psMore  5eM&> 


414  COMUS. 

Th«  wonted  fow  was  up  amidst  the  woed% 

And  fill'd  the  air  with  barbaroos  diMonance ;       ffM 

▲t  which  I  ceased,  and  listen'd  them  a  whiles 

Till  an  nnnmal  stof  of  svdden  silence 

Gave  respite  to  the  drowsy  lighted  ste«ds» 

That  draw  the  litter  of  cloee-curtain'd  Sleep ; 

At  last  a  soft  and  solemn  breathing  soimd  S95 

Bose  like  a  steam  of  rich  distill'd  perfumes. 

And  stole  upon  the  air,  that  even  Silence 

Was  took,  ere  she  was  ware,  and  wish'd  she  might 

Deny  her  XMttnre,  and  be  never  more 

Still  to  be  so  displaced.    I  was  all  ear,  SM 

And  took  in  strains  that  m^ht  create  a  soul 

Under  the  ribs  of  Death  :  but  O,  ere  long, 

Too  well  I  did  perceive  it  was  the  voice 

Of  my  most  honoured  Lady,  your  dear  sister. 

Amased  I  stood,  harrow 'd  with  grief  and  fear,      505 

And  O  poor  hapless  nightingale,  thought  I, 

Bow  sweet  thou  sing'st,  how  near  the  deadly  snare  i 

Then  down  the  lawns  I  ran  with  heading  haste> 

Through  paths  and  turnings  often  trod  by  day. 

Till  guided  by  mine  ear  I  found  the  place,  570 

Where  that  damn'd  wizard  hid  in  sly  disguise 

(For  so  by  certain  signs  I  knew)  liad  met 

Already,  ere  ray  best  speed  could  prevent, 

The  aidless  innocent  Lady,  his  wish'd  prey. 

Who  gently  ask'd  if  he  had  seen  such  two,  57ft 

Supposing  hira  some  neighbour  villager. 

Longer  I  durst  nut  stay»  but  soon  i  guess'd 

Ye  were  the  two  she  meant ;  with  that  i  sprung 

Into  swift  flight,  till  I  had  found  you  here ; 

But  fiirther-4.now  1  not. 

Y.  Bro.  O  Night  and  shades,         58» 

How  are  ye  join'd  with  Hell  in  triple  knot. 
Against  the  unarm'd  weakness  of  one  virgin. 
Alone  and  helpless  I    Is  this  the  confidence 
You  gave  me.  Brother? 

E.  Bro.  Yes,  and  keep  it  stitt. 

Lean  on  it  safely  ;  net  a  period  5ft& 

Shall  be  unsaid  for  me  :  against  the  threats 

B6I.  lliere  is  an  old  emblem  reprrsenUng  a  toul  ia  the  fem 
of  so  iaikot  under  the  kUw  of  a  skeWton.    1ft  is  to  be  feoad.  la 
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Of  Malice  or  of  Sorcery,  or  that  power 

Which  erring  men  call  Chance,  thia  I  hold  §na^ 

"^rirtue  may  be  assail'd,  but  never  hurt. 

Surprised  by  unjust  force,  but  not  entiurall'd;       MO 

Yea,  even  that  which  Mischief  meant  moat  harm. 

Shall  in  the  happy  trial  prove  most  glory : 

But  evil  on  itself  shall  back  recoil. 

And  mix  no  more  with  goodness,  when  a^  last 

Gather'd  like  scum,  and  settled  to  itself,  fiB9 

It  shall  be  in  eternal  restless  change 

Self-fed,  and  self-consumed  :  if  this  fail. 

The  pillar'd  firmament  is  rottenness. 

And  earth's  base  built  on  stubble.    But  come,  let* ■  on. 

Against  th'  opposing  will  and  arm  of  Heaven 

May  never  this  just  sword  be  lifted  up ; 

But  for  that  damn'd  Magrician,  let  him  be  girt 

With  all  the  grisly  legrions  that  troop 

Under  the  sooty  flag  of  Acheron, 

Harpies  and  Hydras,  or  all  the  monstrous  forun 

Twixt  Africa  and  Ind,  I'll  find  him  out. 

And  force  him  to  restore  his  purchase  back. 

Or  drag  him  by  the  curls  to  a  foul  death. 

Cursed  as  his  life. 

Spi,  Alas !  good  venturous  Youth, 

I  love  thy  courage  yet,  and  bold  emprise :  610 

But  here  thy  sword  can  do  thee  little  stead  ; 
Far  other  arms  and  other  weapons  must 
Be  those  that  quell  the  might  of  hellish  charms : 
He  with  his  bare  wand  can  unthread  thy  joints. 
And  crumble  all  thy  sinews.  010 

E.  Bro.  Why,  prithee.  Shepherd, 
How  durst  thou  then  thyself  approach  so  near. 
As  to  make  this  relation  ? 

Spl.  Care  and  utmost  shifts 

How  to  secure  the  Lady  from  surprisal. 
Brought  to  my  mind  a  certain  shepherd  lad. 
Of  small  regard  to  see  to,  yet  well  skiird  620 

In  every  virtuous  plant  and  healing  herb. 
That  spreads  her  verdant  leaf  to  th'  morning  my: 
He  loved  me  well,  and  oft  would  beg  me  singf 
Which  when  I  did,  he  on  the  tender  gran 
Would  sit,  and  hearken  even  to  ecstasy,  620 

And  in  requital  <q»e  his  leathern  scrip. 
And  shew  me  simples  of  a  thonsand  names. 
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Telling  their  strani^e  and  Tigorous  faculties: 

Among^  the  rest  a  small  unsi}fhtly  root,  • 

Bat  of  divine  effect,  he  cuU'd  me  out ;  031 

The  leaf  was  darkish,  and  had  prickles  on  it* 

But  in  another  country,  as  he  said. 

Bore  a  bright  golden  flower,  but  not  in  this  soil : 

UnknoMm,  and  like  esteem *d,  and  the  dull  swain 

Treads  on  it  daily  with  his  rlouted  shoon  ;  83A 

And  yet  more  med'ciual  is  it  than  that  Moly 

That  Hermes  once  to  wise  Ulysses  gave  ; 

He  call'd  it  Htemony,  and  gave  it  me, 

And  bade  me  keep  it  as  of  sovereign  use 

'Gainst  all  enchantments,  mildew,  blast,  or  damp. 

Or  ghastly  furies'  apparitiou.  041 

I  puraed  it  up,  but  little  reckoning  made. 

Till  now  that  this  extremity  corapell'd : 

But  now  I  find  it  true ;  for  by  this  means 

I  knew  the  foul  enchanter  though  disguised,        Mft 

Enter'd  the  very  lime-twigs  of  his  spells. 

And  yet  came  off:  if  you  have  this  about  yoa 

(As  I  will  give  yoa  when  we  go),  you  may 

Boldly  assault  the  Necromancer's  hall ; 

Where  if  he  be,  with  dauntless  hardihood  65# 

And  brandish'd  blade,  msh  on  him,  break  his  glass. 

And  shed  the  luscious  liquor  on  the  ground, 

But  seize  his  wand  :  though  he  and  his  cursed  crew 

Fierce  sign  of  battle  make,  and  menace  high, 

Or,  like  the  sons  of  Vulcan,  vomit  smoke,  655 

Yet  will  they  soon  retire,  if  he  but  shrink. 

E.  Bro.  Thyrsis,  lead  on  apace,  I'll  follow  thee. 
And  some  good  angel  bear  a  shield  before  us. 

The  scene  changes  to  a  stately  palace,  set  out  with 
all  manner  of  deliciousness :  soft  tnusict  table* 
spread  with  all  dainties.  Comus  appears  with  hit 
rabble,  and  the  Lady  set  in  an  enchanted  chair, 
to  whom  he  offers  his  glass,  which  she  puts  by,  and 
goes  about  to  rise. 

Com.  Nay,  Lady,  sit ;  if  I  but  ware  this  wand, 

MS.  The  commentators  are  not  at  all  determined  what  plants 
%y  nere  meant;  nor  can  I  discover  any  information  in  their  ela- 
"Sff*? /"SJii"^*^  wWch  would  serve  to  enlirhten  the  remler  vn  the 
•aqect.  The  herbs  mentioned  were  probably  known  in  MUton's 
Ume,  for  some  sapposed  power  which  the  sapentttioiK  attributed 
lo  tnem,  and  their  names  altered  by  him  to  saii  Us  pMlictf 
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Yoar  nerves  are  all  chain'd  up  in  alabaster,         080 
And  you  a  statue^  or  as  Daphne  was 
Root-bound,  that  fled  Apollo. 

La.  Fool,  do  not  boast, 

Thou  canot  not  touch  the  freedom  of  my  mind 
With  all  thy  charms,  although  this  corporal  rind 
Thou  hast  immanacled,  while  Heaven  sees  good.  605 

Com.  Why  are  you  vex'd,  Lady  t  why  do  you  frownt 
Here  dwell  no  frowns,  nor  anger;  from  these  g^tes 
Sorrow  flies  far;  see,  here  be  all  the  pleasures 
Tliat  Fancy  can  beget  on  youthful  thoughts, 
When  the  fresh  blood  grows  lively,  and  returns   670 
Bridk  as  the  April  buds  in  primrose-season. 
And  first  behold  fhis  cordial  julep  here. 
That  flames  and  dances  in  his  crystal  bounds, 
With  spirits  of  balm  and  fragrant  syrups  mix'd  : 
Not  that  Nepenthes,  which  the  wife  of  Thone      C75 
In  Egypt  gave  to  Jove-born  Helena, 
Is  of  such  power  to  stir  up  joy  as 'this, 
To  life  so  friendly,  or  so  cool  to  thivst. 
Why  should  you  be  so  cruel  to  yourself. 
And  to  those  dainty  limbs  which  nature  lent        080 
For  gentle  usage,  and  soft  delicacy? 
But  you  invert  the  covenants  of  her  trust. 
And  harshly  deal,  like  an  ill  borrower. 
With  that  which  you  received  on  other  terms,    ' 
Scorning:  the  nnexempt  condition  085 

By  which  all  mortal  frailty  must  subsist, 
Refreshment  after  toil,  ease  after  pain. 
That  have  been  tired  all  day  without  repast. 
And  timely  rest  have  wanted ;  but,  fair  Virgin, 
This  will  restore  all  soon. 

La.  Twill  not,  false  traitor,        690 

TMrill  not  restore  the  troth  and  honesty 
That  thou  hast  banish'd  from  thy  tongue  with  lies. 
Was  this  the  cottage,  and  the  safe  abode, 
Thou  told'st  me  of?    What  grrim  aspects  are  these, 
These  ugly-headed  monsters?    Mercy  guard  me  I  095 
]Ience  with  thy  brew'd  enchantment*,  foul  deceiver ; 

681.  This  speech  and  the  first  line  of  the  next,  were  added  ta 
the  original  draiisrht  of  ihe  poem. 

675.  X  liquor,  wliich  it  is  said,  in  Homer,  Odna.  It.  919.  Helena 
had  been  taujtht  to  make  bjr  the  wife  of  Tbone,  an  Bgypbaa 
Un^     See  also  Siienaer,  Pae.  <ta.  B.  4.  Ctn.  S.  SL  43 
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HmI  thoa  betray'd  my  credulous  innocence 

With  visor'd  falsehood  and  base  foi^ery  t 

And  would'tit  thou  seek  again  to  trap  xne  here 

With  liquorish  baits,  fit  to  insnare  a  brute  I  7t0 

Were  it  a  draft  for  Juno  when  she  banquets* 

I  would  not  taste  thy  treasonous  offer ;  none 

But  such  as  are  good  men  can  give  good  things. 

And  that  which  is  not  good  is  not  delicious 

To  a  well-govern 'd  and  wise  appetite.  70S 

Com,  O  foolishness  of  men  I  that  lend  their  eare 
To  those  budge  doctors  of  the  Stoic  fur. 
And  fetch  their  precepts  from  the  Cynic  tub, 
Praising  the  lean  and  sallow  abstinence. 
Wherefore  did  Nature  pour  her  bounties  forth      710 
With  such  a  full  and  unwithdrawing  hand, 
Covering  the  earth  with  odours,  fruits,  and  flocks, 
Thronging  the  seas  with  spawn  innumerable. 
But  all  to  please,  and  sate  the  curious  taste? 
And  set  to  work  millions  of  spinning  worms,         719 
That  in  their  green  shops  weave  the  smooth-hair'd  silk 
To  deck  her  sons ;  and  that  no  comer  might 
Be  vacant  of  her  plenty,  in  her  ovtm  loins 
She  hutcht  th'  all-worshipp'd  ore,  and  precious  gems 
To  store  her  children  with :  if  all  the  world  7S0 

Should  in  a  pet  of  temp'rance  feed  on  pulse, 
Drink  the  clear  stream,  and  nothing  wear  but  frieze, 
Th'  All-giver  would  be  unthank'd,  would  be  unpraised, 
Not  half  his  riches  known,  and  yet  despised. 
And  we  should  serve  him  as  a  grudging  master,  729 
As  a  penurious  niggard  of  his  wealth, 
And  live  like  Nature's  bastards,  not  her  sons. 
Who  would  be  quite  surcharged  with  her  own  weight. 
And  strangled  with  her  waste  fertility,  729 

Th'  earth  cumber'd,  and  the  wiug'd  air  dark'd  with 
The  herds  would  over-multitude  their  lords,  [plumes. 
The  sea  o'erfraught  would  swell,  and  th'  unsought 

diamonds 
Would  so  imblaxe  the  forehead  of  the  deep. 
And  so  bestud  with  stars,  that  they  below 
Would  grow  inured  to  light,  and  come  at  last       73f 
To  gaxe  upon  the  sun  with  shameless  brows. 

...    >*     .      '<'^*  Budget  funed, 
in»  Hutcht  i  coociilKd,  or  kept  as  ios 
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List  Lady,  be  not  coy,  and  be  not  cozen'd 

With  that  same  vaunted  name  Virginity. 

Beauty  is  Nature's  coin,  must  not  be  hoarded* 

But  must  be  current,  and  the  good  thereof  TM 

Consists  in  mutual  and  partaken  bliss. 

Unsavoury  in  th'  enjoyment  of  itself; 

If  you  let  slip  time,  Uke  a  neglected  rose 

It  withers  on  the  stalk  with  languisVd  head. 

Beauty  is  Nature's  brag,  and  must  be  shewa       74B 

In  courts,  at  feasts,  and  high  solemnities. 

Where  most  may  wonder  at  the  workmanship ; 

It  is  for  homely  features  to  keep  home, 

They  had  their  name  thence ;  coarse  complexions 

And  cheeks  of  sorry  grain  will  serve  to  ply  7M 

The  sampler,  and  to  tease  the  housewife's  wo<d. 

What  need  a  vermeil-tinctured  lip  for  that. 

Love-darting  eyes,  or  tresses  like  the  Mornt 

There  was  another  meaning  in  these  gifts ;  7M 

Think  what,  and  be  advised,  you  are  but  young  yet. 

Im.  I  had  not  thoiight  to  have  unlock'd  my  Up* 
In  this  unhalluw'd  air,  but  that  this  juggler 
Would  think  to  charm  my  judgment,  as  mine  eyes 
Obtruding  false  rules  prank'd  in  Reason's  gaib. 
I  hate  when  Vice  can  bolt  her  arguments,  700 

And  Virtue  has  no  tongue  to  check  her  pride. 
Impostor,  do  not  charge  most  innocent  Nature 
As  if  she  would  her  children  should  be  riotous 
With  her  abundance ;  she,  good  catesess^ 
Means  her  provision  only  to  the  good,  705 

That  live  according  to  her  sober  laws, 
And  holy  dictate  of  spare  temperance : 
If  every  just  man,  that  now  pines  with  want. 
Had  but  a  moderate  and  beseeming  share 
Of  that  which  lewdly-pamper'd  luxury  77V 

Now  heaps  upon  some  few  with  vast  exceae. 
Nature's  full  blessings  would  be  well  dispensed 
In  unsuperfluous  even  proportion. 
And  she  no  whit  encumber'd  with  her  store : 
And  then  the  Giver  would  be  better  thank'd*.       TTft 
His  praise  due  paid ;  for  swinish  Gluttony 

TSl.  To  tease  ;  In  Iti  orlrlnal  aenie,  and  Uke  the  Lslln  emrftn^ 
toesab  or  vrtmn  forapmnlnr. 

TM.  Cam  Mt,  £irt  ordioot  ferth. 
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Ne'ieT  locd&s  to  Heay'u  amidst  his  gorgeoas  feaat. 

Bat  with  besotted  base  in^atitude 

Crams,  and  blasphemes  his  feeder.    Shall  I  go  ob  t 

Or  bave  T  said  enough  ?  To  him  that  d^res  7M 

Arm  his  profane  tong^ue  with  contemptuous  words 

Against  the  sim-clad  power  of  Chastity, 

Fain  would  I  something  say,  yet  to  what  end  ? 

Thou  bast  not  ear,  nor  soul,  to  apprehend 

The  sublime  notiou  and  high  mystery,  7M 

That  must  be  uttered  to  unfold  the  sage 

And  serious  doctrine  of  Virginity, 

And  thou  art  worthy,  that  thou  should'st  not  know 

More  happiness  than  this  thy  present  lot. 

Enjoy  your  dear  wit,  and  gay  rhetoric,  790 

That  hath  so  well  been  taught  her  dazzling  fence, 

Thou  art  not  fit  to  hear  thyself  convinced  ; 

Yet  should  I  try,  the  uncontrolled  worth 

Of  this  pure  cause  would  kindle  my  rapt  spirits 

To  such  a  flame  of  sacred  vehemence,  795 

That  dumb  things  would  be  moved  to  sympathize. 

And  the  Imite  earth  would  lend  her  nerves,  and 

Till  an  thy  xaagic  structures,  rear'd  so  high,  [shake. 

Were  shatter'd  into  heaps  o'er  thy  false  head. 

Com.  She  fables  not,  I  feel  that  I  do  fear  800 

Her  words  set  off  by  some  superior  power  ; 
And  though  not  mortal,  yet  a  cold  shudd'ring  dew 
Dips  me  all  o'er,  as  when  the  wrath  of  Jove 
Speaks  thunder,  and  the  chains  of  Erebus 
To  some  of  Saturn's  crew.    I  must  dissemble,        809 
And  try  her  yet  more  strongly.    Come,  no  more. 
This  is  mere  moral  babble,  and  direct 
Against  the  canon  laws  of  our  foundation ; 
I  must  not  suffer  this,  yet  'tis  but  the  lees 
And  settlings  of  a  melancholy  blood  :  8It 

But  this  will  cure  all  straight,  one  sip  of  this 
Will  bathe  the  drooping  spirits  in  delight 
Beyond  the  bliss  of  dreams*    Be  wise,  and  taste.— 

The  Brothers  rush  in  tvith  swords  draton,  wrest  hit 
glass  out  of  his  hand,  and  break  it  against  tht 
ground  ;  his  rout  make  sign  of  resistance,  but  aro 
all  driven  in  j  the  attendant  Spirit  comes  in. 

Spi,  What,  have  you  let  the  false  enchanter  'scape  1 
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O  ye  mistook,  ye  should  have  snatch'd  his  wand 

And  bound  him  fast :  without  his  rod  rereraedt     8i0 

And  backward  mutters  of  dissevering  power. 

We  cannot  free  the  Lady  that  sits  here 

In  stony  fetters  fix'd,  and  motionless : 

Yet  stay,  be  not  disturb'd ;  now  I  bethink  me,     SU 

Some  other  means  I  have  which  may  be  used. 

Which  once  of  Meliboeus  old  I  learnt. 

The  soothest  shepherd  that  e'er  piped  on  plains. 

There  is  a  gentle  n3rmph  not  far  from  hence,    824 
That  with  moist  curb  sways  the  smooth  Severn 
Sabrina  is  her  name,  a  virgin  pnre  ;  [stream, 

Whilome  she  was  the  daughter  of  Locrine, 
That  had  the  sceptre  from  his  father  Brute. 
She,  guiltless  damsel,  flying  the  mad  pursuit 
Of  her  enraged  stepdame  Guendolen,  830 

Commended  her  fair  innocence  to  the  flood. 
That  stay'd  her  flight  with  his  cross-flowing  course. 
The  water-nymphs  that  in  the  bottom  play'd. 
Held  up  their  pearled  wrists  and  took  her  in, 
fiearing  her  straight  to  aged  Nereus'  hall,  8U 

Who,  piteous  of  her  woes,  rear'd  her  lank  head. 
And  gave  her  to  his  daughters  to  imbathe 
In  nectar'd  lavers  strow'd  with  asphodil. 
And  through  the  i>orch  and  inlet  of  each  sense 
Dropt  in  ambrosial  oils  till  she  revived,  840 

And  underwent  a  quick  immortal  change. 
Made  Goddess  of  the  river ;  still  she  retains 
Her  maiden  gentleness,  and  oft  at  eve 
Visits  the  herds  along  the  twilight  meadows. 
Helping  all  urchin  blasts,  and  ill-luck  signs  845 

That  the  shrewd  meddling  elfe  delights  tf  make^ 
Which  she  with  precious  vial'd  liquors  heals ; 
For  which  the  shepherds,  at  their  festivals^ 
Carol  her  goodness  loud  in  rustic  lays. 
And  throw  sweet  garland  wreaths  into  her  fftreoB 
Of  pansies,  pinks,  and  gaudy  daffodils.  8S1 

And,  as  the  old  swain  said,  she  can  unlock 
The  clasping  charm,  and  thaw  the  numming  spell, 

•36.  The  atonr  of  Sabrina  is  related  at  full  In  the  tnt  kwk  of 
MUton**  History  of  Engrlanil.  See  ako  Fae.  Qa.  B.  9.  Can.  lA. 
BLll. 

•46.  The  meddlinrelft  Is  RoUn  GoodfeUoWfOr  Pock,  the  weli- 
kaown  froUcaome  fdnr. 
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If  she  1w  right  invoked  in  warbled  song. 

For  maidenhood  she  loves,  and  will  be  swift  889 

To  aid  a  virgin,  such  as  was  herself, 

In  hard  besetting  need  ;  this  will  I  try, 

And  add  the  power  of  some  adjuring  verse. 

SONC. 

Sabrina  fkir. 

Listen  where  thoa  art  sitting  800 

Under  the  glassy,  cool,  translucent  wave. 

In  twisted  braids  of  lilies  knitting 
The  loose  train  of  thy  amber-dropping  hair; 

Listen,  for  dear  Honour's  sake. 

Goddess  of  the  Silver  lake,  865 

Listen  and  save. 
Listen,  and  appear  to  us 
In  name  of  great  Oceanus, 
By  th'  earth-shaking  Neptune's  mace. 
And  Tethys'  grave  majestic  pace,  870 

By  hoary  Nereus'  wrinkled  look, 
And  the  Carpathian  wizard's  hook. 
By  scaly  Triton's  winding  shell, 
And  old  sooth-sayiug  Glaucus'  spell, 
By  Leucothea's  Ibvely  hands,  8TS 

And  her  son  that  rales  the  strands. 
By  Thetis'  tinsel-slipper'd  feet. 
And  the  songs  of  Sirens  sweet. 
By  dead  Parthenope's  dear  tomb. 
And  fair  Ligea's  golden  comb,  880 

Wherewith  she  si-ts  on  diamond  rocks. 
Sleeking  her  soft  alluring  locks. 
By  an  the  nymphs  that  nightly  dance 
Upon  thy  streams  with  wily  glance. 
Rise,  rise,  and  heave  thy  rosy  head  885 

From  thy  coral-paven  bed. 
And  bridle  in  thy  headlong  wave. 
Till  thou  our  summons  answer'd  have. 
Listen  and  save. 

872.  The  Carpathian  wizard  ;  Proteus,  who  had  a  cave  at  Cwr- 
pathas,  an  island  in  the  Mediterranean. 

879.  Parthenope  ^nd  Ligea  were  two  sirena;  the  former  had,  it 
U  aaid,  a  tomb  at  Naples ;  the  latter  is  here  introduced  according 
to  the  ntnal  representations  of  mermaids. 

889.  The  ainioat  unparalleled  beauty  of  this  and  the  following 
pMiage,  the  variety  of  epithets  and  Imai^fes,  the  rapidity  of  the 
verM,  aparlclingr  and  ^learoinr  with  the  brightest  taiuhine  ol 
poetry,  are  a  feast  of  roses  to  the  imagination. 
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SaMna  rises,  attended  by  tvater  nymphs,  and  sings, 

Bt  the  rushy-fringed  bank,  89t 

^  Where  grows  the  willow  and  the  osier  dank, 

My  sliding  chariot  stays. 
Thick  set  with  agate,  and  the  azure  sheen 
Of  turkois  blue,  and  emerald  gn^een. 

That  in  the  channel  strays ;  805 

Whilst  from  off  the  waters  fleet 
Thus  I  set  my  printless  feet 
O'er  the  cowslip's  velvet  head« 

That  bends  not  as  I  tread ; 
Gentle  Swain,  at  thy  request  900 

I  am  here. 
Spi.  Goddess  dear, 
We  implore  thy  powerful  hand 
To  undo  the  charmed  band 
Of  true  Virgin  here  distress'd,  006 

Through  the  force  and  through  the  wile 
O'  unblest  enchanter  vile. 

Sab.  Shepherd,  'tis  my  office  best 
To  help  ensnared  chastity : 
Brightest  Lady,  look  on  me  ;  010 

Thus  I  sprinkle  en  thy  breast 
Drops  that  from  my  fountain  pure 
I  have  kept  of  precious  cure. 
Thrice  upon  thy  fingers*  tip. 
Thrice  upon  thy  rubied  lip ;  01ft 

Next  this  marble  venom'd  seat, 
Smear'd  with  g^ms  of  glutinous  beat» 
I  touch  with  chaste  palms  moist  and  cold : 
Now  the  spell  hath  lost  his  hold  ; 
And  I  must  haste  ere  morning  hour  090 

To  wait  in  Amphitrite's  bower. 

Sabrina  descends,  and  the  Lady  rises  out  of  her  seat, 

Spi.  Virgin,  daughter  of  Locrine, 
Sprung  from  old  Anchises'  line. 
May  thy  brimmed  waves  for  this 
Their  full  tribute  never  miss  OSS 

From  a  thousand  petty  rills, 
That  tumble  down  the  snowy  hills : 


ns.  Locrint  was  Um  son  of  Bratns,  who  wm  iwwlhtriy 
dtMended  flrom  Anchbe*. 
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Summer  drought,  or  slng«d  air, 

Narer  scorch  thy  tresses  fair, 

Nor  wet  October's  torrent  flood  010 

Thy  molten  crystal  fill  with  mud: 

May  thy  billows  roll  ashore 

The  beryl,  and  the  golden  ore ; 

May  thy  lofty  bead  be  crown'd 

With  many  a  tower  and  terras  rounds  93S 

4nd  here  and  there  thy  banks  upon 

With  groves  of  myrrh  and  cinnamon. 

Come,  Lady,  while  Heav'n  lends  us  grace. 
Let  us  fly  this  cursed  place. 
Lest  the  Sorcerer  us  entice  940 

With  some  other  new  device. 
Not  a  waste  or  needless  sound. 
Till  we  come  to  holier  gpronnd  ; 
I  shall  be  your  faithful  guide 
Through  this  gloomy  covert  wide,  045 

And  not  many  furlongs  thence 
Is  your  father's  residence, 
Where  this  night  are  met  in  state 
Many  a  friend  to  g^ratulate 
His  wish'd  presence,  and  beside  990 

All  the  swains  that  near  abide 
With  jigs  and  rural  dance  resort; 
We  shall  catcb  them  at  their  8p(Hty 
And  our  sudden  coming  there 
Will  double  all  their  mirth  and  cheer;  95Ji 

Come,  let  us  haste,  the  stars  grrow  high. 
But  night  sits  monarch  yet  in  the  mid  sly. 

7%e  scene  changes,  presenting  Ludlow  town  and  the 
President's  castle  ;  then  come  in  country  dancers, 
after  them  the  attendant  Spirit,  with  the  two 
Brothers  and  the  Lady. 

SONG. 

Spi.  Back,  Shepherd:*,  back ;  enough  yourplay 
Till  next  sun-shine  holiday. 
Here  be  without  duck  or  nod 
Other  trippings  to  be  trod 
Of  lighter  toes,  and  such  court  guise 
As  Mercury  did  first  devise 

•M.  Upon ,  crowned,  nndentood  from  line  SM. 
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With  tbe  mincing  Dryades 

On  the  lawusy  and  on  the  leas.  08S 

J%is  second  song  presents  tJiem  to  their  Father 
and  Mother. 

Noble  Lord,  and  Lady  bright, 

I  have  brought  ye  new  delight. 

Here  behold  so  goodly  grown 

Three  fair  branches  of  your  own ; 

Heav'n  hath  timely  tried  their  youth,  070 

Their  faith,  their  patience,  and  their  truth. 

And  sent  them  here  through  hard  assays 

With  a  crown  of  deathless  praise. 

To  triumph  in  victorious  dance. 

O'er  sensual  folly  and  intemperance.  075 

The  dances  eMded,  the  Spirit  epilogulzes, 

Spi.  To  the  ocean  now  I  fly. 
And  those  happy  climes  that  lie 
Where  Day  never  shiits  his  eye, 
Up  in  the  broad  fields  of  the  sky  • 
There  I  suck  the  liquid  air  080 

All  amidst  the  gardens  fair 
Of  Hesperus,  and  his  daughters  three 
That  sing  about  the  golden  tree  ; 
Along  the  crisped  shades  and  bowers 
Revels  the  spruce  and  jocund  Spring,  985 

The  Graces,  and  the  rosy-bosom'd  Hours, 
Thither  all  their  bounties  bring ; 
There  eternal  Summer  dwells, 
And  west-winds  with  musky  wing 
About  the  cedar'd  alleys  fling  000 

Nard  and  Cassia's  balmy  smells. 
Iris  there  with  humid  bow 
Waters  the  odorous  banks  that  blow 
Flowers  of  more  mingled  hue 
Than  her  purfled  scarf  can  shew. 
And  drenches  with  Elysian  dew 
(List,  mortals,  if  your  ears  be  true) 
Beds  of  hyacinth  and  roses. 
Where  young  Adonis  oft  reposes, 

•76.  Tbto  brewell  of  the  spirit  is  in  close  imltatloD  of  AlW% 

soD{r  In  tiie  Teuipest,  Act  5.  Sc.  3. 

W5.  JPmrJedt  embroidersd* 
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Waxing  well  of  his  deep  wound  1000  i 

In  slumber  soft,  and  on  the  ground  < 

Sadly  sits  th'  Assyrian  queen ; 

But  far  above  in  spangled  sheen 

Celestial  Cupid,  her  famed  son,  advanced. 

Holds  his  dear  Psyche  sweet  entranced,        1006 

After  her  wand'ring  labours  long, 

Till  free  consent  the  Gods  among 

Make  her  his  eternal  bride. 

And  from  her  fair  unspotted  side 

Two  blissful  twins  are  to  be  bom,  1010 

Youth  and  Joy ;  so  Jove  hath  sworn. 

But  now  my  task  is  smoothly  done, 
I  can  fly,  or  I  can  run 
Quickly  to  the  green  earth's  end. 
Where  the  bow'd  welkin  low  doth  bend,       1015 
And  from  thence  can  soar  as  soon 
To  the  corners  of  the  moon. 

Mortals  that  would  follow  me. 

Love  Virtue ;  she  alone  is  free, 

She  can  teach  ye  how  to  climb  1030 

Higher  than  the  sphery  chime ; 

Or,  if  Virtue  feeble  were, 

Heav'u  itself  would  stoop  to  her. 

1002.  TA'  Assyrian  qneen ;  Venus,  so  called  becaaae 

Krst  worshipped  by  the  Assyrians. 

Tliere  Is  a  ntoral  in  this  uoeni  as  sweetly  and  purely  delicate 

V  the  verse  is  exquisite  for  ItK  lovely  imas'es  and  melody.    It  was 

performed  as  a  drama  at  Ludlow  Castle,  m  1634,  before  the  Earl 

of  Uridgewaler,  President  of  Wales,  and  was  printed  in  1637. 


L'ALLEGRO. 

Hence,  loathed  Melancholy, 

Of  Cerberus  and  blackest  Miduis^ht  bom. 
In  Stygian  cave  forlorn,  [unholyf 

'Mongst  horrid  shapes,  and  shrieks,  and  sights 

This  celebrated  little  descriptive  poem  and  its  companion.  ha»« 
preserved  their  distinct  ori^nality  amid  the  cmwit  of  similar 
compoKiiions  with  which  they  are  surrounded.  They  owe  boll- 
their  excellence  and  their  popularity  to  the  domestic  character  of 
their  Uaa^ry,  and  to  their  direct  spueal  to  the  fiuoflons  which 
beloag  to  the  eiyoyment  of  external  nature.  In  otherpoems  of 
the  tame  kind,  tiie  sentimenui  introduced  are  frequently  tboae  of 
the  writer  only,  and  nof  those  which  nuat,  by  the  most  (encTsI 
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Rnd  out  some  uncouth  cell»  5 

Where  brooding  Darkness  spreads  his  jealous 

And  the  night  raven  sings ;  [wings^ 

There  under  ebon  shades  and  low-brow 'd  rocks. 

As  ragged  as  thy  lockg* 
In  dark  Cimmerian  desert  ever  dwell.  10 

But  come,  thou  Goddess  fair  and  free* 

In  Heav'n  yclep'd  Euphrosyne, 

And  by  men,  heart-easing  Mirth, 

Whom  lovely  Venus  at  a  birth 

With  two  sister  Graces  more  U 

To  iry-^rowned  Bacchus  bore ; 

Or  whether  (as  some  sages  sing) 

The  frolic  wind  that  breathes  the  spring, 

Zeph3nr,  with  Aurora  playing. 

As  he  met  her  once  a-Maying,  9t 

There  on  beds  of  violets  blue, 

And  fresh-blown  roses  wash'd  in  dew, 

Fill'd  her  with  thee  a  daughter  fair. 

So  buxom,  blithe,  and  debonair. 

Haste  thee,  Nymph,  and  bring  with  thee  3A 

Jest  and  youthful  Jollity, 

Quips  and  Cranks,  and  wanton  Wiles, 

Nods  and  Becks,  and  wreathed  Smiles, 

Such  as  hang  on  Hebe's  cheek. 

And  love  to  live  in  dimple  sleek ;  M 

Sport  that  wrinkled  Care  derides. 

And  Laughter  holding  both  his  sides. 

Come,  and  trip  it  as  you  go 

On  the  light  fantastic  toe, 

\nd  in  thy  right  baud  lead  with  thee  M 

The  mountain  nymph,  sweet  Liberty ; 

And,  if  I  give  thee  honour  due. 


lawn  of  human  thouerht  and  feeling,  bclone  to  both  the  author  and 
tlie  ruuder.  <<ensatibnfl  of  gladness  or  melancholy  may  be  Inflnite- 
Iv  imried,  and  In  a  poem  of  sentiment  or  character  should  bear  the 
opep  impress  of  penionality ;  bat  when  nature  it  described  in  her 
cheerful  or  snmhre  aspect,  the  connexion  between  the  object  and 
the  emotion  should  be  certain  and  instantaneous.  If  the  reader 
compare  these  poems  with  other  descriptive  compositiont!,  and  the 
feeling  with  which  he  reads  them,  be  will  better  perceive  the 
peculiar  excellence  of  the  former. 

VAlUgrot  the  cheerful  man,  and  H  PeiuerotOy  the  melancholy 
BM,  both  Italian  terms,  and  well  adapted  to  the  author's  purpose. 
Fer  the  inyliiok>2y  of  the  poems,  Milton  is  bis  own  authority. 
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Mirth,  admit  me  of  thy  crew 

To  live  with  her,  and  live  with  the« 

In  unreproved  pleasures  free  ;  11 

To  hear  the  lark,  begin  his  fl|ght. 

And  singing  startle  the  duljjplight. 

Prom  his  watch-tower  in  the  skies. 

Till  the  dappled  Dawn  doth  rise ; 

Then  to  come  in  spite  of  Sorrow,  ^ 

And  at  my  window  bid  good-morrow. 

Through  the  sweet-briar,  or  the  vine 

Or  the  twisted  eglantine ; 

While  the  cock  with  lirely  din 

Scatters  the  rear  of  Darkness  thin,  M 

And  to  the  stack,  or  the  bam  door. 

Stoutly  struts  his  dames  before : 

Oft  list'ning  how  the  hounds  and  horn 

Cheerly  rouse  the  slumb'ring  Morn, 

Prom  the  side  of  some  hoar  hill,  S3 

Throu^rh  the  hiirh  wood  echoing  shrill: 

Some  time  walking  not  unseen 

By  hedge-row  elms,  on  hillocks  green 

Right  against  the  eastern  gate. 

Where  the  great  sun  begins  his  state,  00 

Robed  in  flames,  and  amber  light. 

The  clouds  in  thousand  liveries  dight ; 

While  the  ploughman  near  at  hand 

Whistles  o'er  the  fUrrow'd  land, 

And  the  milkmaid  singreth  blithe,  05 

And  the  mower  whets  his  scythe. 

And  every  shepherd  tells  his  tale 

Under  the  hawtliorn  in  the  dale. 

Straight  mine  eye  hath  caught  new  pleasures 

Whilst  the  landskip  round  it  measures,  70 

Russet  lawns  and  fallows  grey. 

Where  the  nibbling  flocks  do  stray. 

Mountains  on  whoite  barren  breast 

The  labourin<r  clouds  do  often  rest. 

Meadows  trim  with  daisies  pied,  7S 

Shallow  brooks  and  rivers  wide. 

Towers  and  battlements  it  sees 

Bosom 'd  high  in  tufted  trees. 

Where  perhaps  some  beauty  lies, 

The  Cynosure  of  neighbouring  eyes  tO 
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Hard  by,  a  cottage  chimney  Bm.ok.ea, 
From  betwixt  two  aged  oaks. 
Where  Corydon  and  Thyrsis  met^ 
Are  at  their  savoury  dinner  set 
Of  herbs  and  other  country  messes,  W 

Which  the  neat-handed  Phyllis  dresses ; 
And  then  in  haste  her  bower  she  leayes. 
With  Thestylis  to  bind  the  sheaves ; 
Or  if  the  earlier  season  lead 
To  the  tann'd  haycock  in  the  mead.  M 

Sometimes  with  secure  delight 
The  upland  hamlets  will  invite,     . 
When  the  merry  bells  ring  round. 
And  the  jocund  rebecs  sound. 

To  many  a  youth  and  many  a  maid,  00 

Dancing  in  the  chequer'd  shade ; 
4nd  young  and  old  come  forth  to  play 
On  a  sunshine  holy-day, 
TUl  the  live4ong  day-light  fail; 
Then  to  the  spicy  nut-brown  ale,  100 

With  stories  told  of  many  a  feat. 
How  faery  Mab  the  junkets  eat ; 
She  was  pinch 'd,  and  pull'd,  sh    said. 
And  he  by  friar's  lantern  led ; 

Tells  how  the  drudging  goblin  swet,  lOS 

To  earn  his  cream-bowl  duly  set. 
When  in  one  night,  ere  glimpse  of  mom. 
His  shadowy  flail  hath  thresh 'd  the  com 
That  ten  day-labourers  could  not  end ; 
Then  lies  him  down  the  lubber  fiend,  110 

And,  stretch'd  out  all  the  chimney's  length 
Basks  at  the  fire  his  hairy  strength. 
And  crop-full  out  of  door  he  flings. 
Ere  the  first  cock  his  matin  rings. 
Thus  done  the  tales,  to  bed  they  creep.  III 

By  whisp'ring  winds  soon  luU'd  asleep. 

Tower'd  cities  please  us  then. 
And  the  busy  hum  of  men. 
Where  throngs  of  knights  and  barons  bold 
In  weeds  of  Peace,  high  triumphs  hold. 
With  store  of  ladies,  whose  bright  eyei 
Rain  influence,  and  judge  the  prise 
Of  wit,  or  arms,  while  both  comtend 


Ta  wtn  bar  grmx  wfaum  alt  commend. 

TbM  M  Hymen  sfi  ifpti' 

IN 

And  Pomp.lad  Fea.I.and  Revc'lrr, 

With  Hukiud  anti.iue  Pigcintry 

flacb  ileht.  Dj  jouthfal  poou  dreBM, 

Tben  to  ttae  nell-trod  jrt^K^  ..IDB, 

If  JoDun'.lc'aruc.!  uick  be  on, 

Or  awt^iitcsi  Sl.akapeare,  i'uicj'i  child, 

burble  hi<  nalitB  »Dod-iiot<^s  wild. 

Aui  e«tr  lEninnI  eBIiuR  firci, 

MinlEd  D  immortal  Vein. 

Bach  u  Alt  meiljiig  »ul  may  pioca 

In  now,  with  uauy  a  windiDE  Inirt 

IW 

WilhlanMn  beed.  mJ  (TiilJj  v..nninff, 

The  mclling  voice  ttrouffh  male,  running 

UntwiBtins  flII  tlio  chains  Ihnt  lie 
Th.bWdenH>ulofharn»nsJ 

That  OrpLcu.'  eclC  may  heaia  hit  liaad 

M* 

Prom  KDlden  slumber  on  >  bed 

or  heap'd  )ily>iu>  4owen,  and  bear 

Snch  .tr-in,  «  wouW  bav.  -on  111.  tar 

Of  Pluto,  to  have, nl.(.e[(ree 

Hi.  haKreirun'd  Burydicc. 

TheH  delighta  if  thou  canjt  gite. 

Mfrfll,  with  thee  1  mean  to  live. 
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H»<o>,TtindeIudmEJoT>, 

Th«  brood  of  Folly  wiihoul  falhei  bred! 

Or  fill  Ih«  Gicd  l^ind  Tith  all  JODT  loya  I 

_  1.  The  ld«  of  Dili  ■»«•  b  (Vd  u  tme  been  men  ftom 

M| 

aisp'-.M-sMSiasssi.-aJs' 

BaasnTassssfe——-"' 

'^'  'i^^-*>'i J 
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Dwell  in  some  idle  brain,  6 

And  fancies  fond  with  gaudy  shapes  poasess. 

As  thick,  and  numberless 

As  the  gay  motes  that  people  the  sun^beams ; 

Or  likest  hovering;  dreams 

The  fickle  pensioners  of  Morpheus'  train.  10 

But  hail,  thou  Goddess,  sage  and  holy. 

Hail  divinest  Melancholy, 

Whofie  saintly  visage  is  too  bright 

To  hit  the  sense  of  human  sight. 

And  therefore  to  our  weaker  view  1ft 

O'erlaid  with  black.,  staid  Wisdom's  hue ; 

Black,  but  such  as  in  esteem 

Prince  Memnon's  sister  might  beseem. 

Or  that  starr'd  Ethiop  queen  that  strove 

To  set  her  beauties'  praise  above  M 

The  sea-nymphs,  and  their  powers  offended ; 

Yet  thou  art  higher  far  descended  ; 

Thee  bright-hair'd  Vesta  long  of  yore 

To  solitary  Saturn  bore  ; 

His  daughter  she  (in  Saturn's  reign  95 

Such  mixture  was  not  held  a  stain) : 

Oft  in  glimmering  bowers  and  glades 

He  met  her,  and  in  secret  shades 

Of  woody  Ida's  inmost  grove. 

While  yet  there  was  no  fear  of  Jove.  M 

Come  pensive  Nun,  devout  and  porej 

Sober,  steadfast,  and  demure. 

All  in  a  robe  of  darkest  grain. 

Flowing  with  majestic  train, 

And  sable  stole  of  Cyprus  lawn,  tt 

Over  thy  decent  shoulders  drawn. 

Come,  but  keep  thy  wonted  state. 

With  even  step,  and  musing  gait. 

And  looks  commercing  with  the  skies. 

Thy  rapt  soul  sitting  in  thine  eyes :  40 

There,  held  in  holy  passion  still. 

Forget  thyself  to  marble,  till 

With  a  sad  leaden  downward  cast 

Thou  fix  them  on  the  earth  as  fast : 


19.  Ethiop  queen  f  Casdope,  who  wm  to  beaotiAd  that  the 
If  erdd*  detennined  on  her  dcatmctioo.  She  wai  carried.  It  is 
Mid,  to  the  kklea,  and  made  a  scar  of:  heoce  the  epIUiet. 


IL  PENSEROSO. 

And  join  with  thee  calm  Peace  and  Quirt  4b 

Spare  Fast,  that  oft  with  Gods  doth  diet, 
And  hears  the  Muses  in  a  ring 
Ay  round  about  Jove's  altar  sing : 
And  add  to  these  retired  Leisure, 
That  in  trim  gardens  takes  his  pleasure.  BO 

But  first,  and  chiefest,  with  thee  bring. 
Him  that  yon  soars  on  golden  wing. 
Guiding  the  fiery-wheeled  throne. 
The  Cherub  Contemplation; 

And  the  mute  Silence  hist  along,  9k 

'Less  Philomel  Mrill  deign  a  song. 
In  her  sweetest,  saddest  plight. 
Smoothing  the  rugrged  brow  of  Night, 
While  Cynthia  checks  her  dragon  yoke. 
Gently  o'er  th'  accustom'd  oak :  M 

Sweet  bird,  that  shunn'st  the  noise  of  folly. 
Most  musical,  most  melancholy  I 
Thee,  cbauntress,  oft  the  woods  among 
I  woo  to  hear  thy  even-song ; 

And  missing  thee,  I  walk  unseen  M 

On  the  dry  smooth-shaven  green. 
To  behold  the  wandering  moon. 
Riding  near  her  highest  noon, 
Like  one  that  had  been  led  astray 
Through  the  Heav'n's  wide  pathless  way ;  7f 

And  oft,  as  if  her  head  she  bow'd. 
Stooping  through  a  fleecy  cloud. 
Oft,  on  a  plat  of  rising  g^round, 
I  hear  the  far-off  curfeu  sound. 
Over  some  wide-water'd  shore,  T9 

Swinging  slow  with  sullen  roar; 
Or,  if  the  air  will  not  permit. 
Some  still  reVnoved  place  will  fit. 
Where  glowing  embers  through  the  room 
Teach  Light  to  counterfeit  a  gloom,  M 

Far  from  all  resort  of  mirth, 
Save  the  cricket  on  the  hearth. 
Or  the  belman's  drowsy  charm. 
To  bless  the  doors  from  nightly  harm : 

M.  The  cheerfal  cfaancter  o\  the  former  poem  rendarsd  It 
asoesmry  to  commence  with  a  descriptioo  of  BiariiiBr  rifhto  a» 
Diesfures ;  In  'his  the  poet  properiv  oegtiw  with  ttmOMti. 
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Or  let  my  lamp,  at  midnight  hour«  89 . 

Be  seen  in  some  high  lonely  tower. 

Where  I  may  oft  out-watch  the  Bear, 

With  thrice  great  Hermes,  or  unsphere 

The  spirit  of  Plato  to  unfold 

What  woilds,  or  what  rast  regions,  bold  90 

Th'  immortal  mind  that  hath  forsook 

Her  mansion  in  this  fleshly  nook : 

And  of  those  Demons  that  are  found 

In  fire,  air,  flood,  or  under  ground. 

Whose  power  hath  a  true  consent  $9 

With  planet,  or  with  element. 

Sometime  let  goi^eous  Tragedy 

In  scepter'd  pall  <^me  sweeping  by. 

Presenting  Thebes',  or  Pelop's  line. 

Or  the  tale  of  Troy  divine,  MO 

Or  what  (though  rare)  of  later  age 

Ennobled  hath  the  buskin'd  stage. 

But,  O  sad  Virgin,  that  thy  power 
Might  raise  Musseus  from  his  bower ; 
Or  bid  the  soul  of  Orpheus  sing  109 

Such  notes  as,  warbled  to  the  string. 
Drew  iron  tears  down  Pluto's  cheek 
And  made  Hell  grant  what  Love  did  seek. 
Or  call  up  him  that  left  half  told. 
The  story  of  Cambuscan  bold,  110 

Of  Camball,  and  of  Alg^arsife, 
And  who  had  Canace  to  wife. 
That  own'd  the  rirtuous  ring  and  glass. 
And  of  the  wondrous  horse  of  brass. 
On  which  the  Tartar  king  did  ride ;  llf 

And  if  aught  else  great  bards  beside 
In  sage  and  solemn  tunes  have  sung. 
Of  tumeys  and  of  trophies  hung. 
Of  forests  and  enchantments  drear. 
Where  more  is  meant  than  meets  the  ear.  UO 

•t.  Hermes  Trismefitttu,    The  rrest  Egrptian  pUloaopher 
wbo  aourithed.  It  it  •nppoied,  near  the  time  or  Motes. 

•9.  The  aocient  timgediuM  drew  the  rabiecti  of  their  pilndpd 
ArUDSi  from  the  history  of  the  kiofi  of  Thebes,  &c. 
104.  Musmu,  a  celebrated  sncieat  poeb 
1W.  An  tUiuion  to  a  tale  which  Cbaocer  left  oninisbed.  SpeMM 
to  oonplete  It.  Fae.Oii.B.4.CaD.t.8t  M. 
.  V 
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Tkm,  Night,  oft  see  me  in  tiiy  pale 
Till  ciTil<«aited  Mom  appear. 
Not  trick'd  and  frounced  aa  ahe  was  wont 
With  the  Attio  boy  to  hunt. 
Bat  kercheft  in  a  comely  olond. 
While  rocking  winds  are  piping  loud. 
Or  usher'd  with  a  shower  still. 
When  the  gnst  hath  blown  his  fill, 
Ending  on  the  rostling  learea. 
With  minute  drops  from  off  the  eares. 
And  when  the  Sun  beg^ins  to  fling 
His  flaring  beams,  me  Goddess  bring 
To  arched  walks  of  twilight  groves. 
And  shadows  brown  that  Sylvan  lorea 
Of  pine  or  monumental  oak,  IMS 

Where  the  rude  axe  with  heaved  stroke 
Was  never  heard  the  Nymphs  to  daunt. 
Or  fright  them  from  their  hallow'd  haunt. 
There  in  close  covert  by  some  brook. 
Where  no  profaner  eye  may  look,  14f 

Hide  me  from  Day's  garish  eye. 
While  the  bee  wUh  honied  thigh. 
That  at  her  flowery  work  doth  sing. 
And  the  waters  murmuring. 

With  such  concert  as  they  keep,  14^ 

Entice  the  dewy-feather'd  sleep : 
And  let  some  strange  mysterious  dream 
Wave  at  his  wings  in  aery  stream 
Of  lively  portraiture  display'd. 

Softly  on  my  eye-lids  laid.  150 

And  as  I  wake,  sweet  music  breathe 
Above,  about,  or  underneath. 
Sent  by  some  Spirit  to  mortals  good. 
Or  th'  unseen  Genius  of  the  wood. 

But  let  my  due  feet  never  fail 
To  walk  the  studious  cloister's  pale. 
And  love  the  high -embo wed  roof. 
With  antique  pillars  massy  proof. 
And  storied  windows  richly  dight 
Cisting  a  dim  religions  light. 
There  let  the  pealing  organ  blow* 
To  the  laU-voiced  quire  below 
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In  Berrioe  hig1i»  and  anthems  clear. 
As  may  with  sweetness,  through  mine  ear. 
Dissolve  mo  into  extasies,  IM 

And  bring  all  Heav'n  before  mine  eyes. 

And  may  at  last  my  weary  ago 
Find  out  the  peaceful  hermitage. 
The  hairy  gown  and  mossy  ceH, 
Where  I  may  sit  and  rightly  spell  ITO 

Of  every  star  that  Heav'n  doth  shev. 
And  every  herb  that  sips  the  dew ; 
Till  old  experience  do  attain 
To  something  like  prophetic  strain. 

These  pleasures.  Melancholy,  g^re  17J 

And  I  with  thee  will  choose  to  lire* 


ARCADES. 

P^nrt  of  an  Entertainment*  presented  to  the  Counttu 
Dmvager  of  Derby  ^  at  Harejleldt  by  some  wUfle  fer- 
sons  of  her  family,  who  appear  on  the  scene  in  pas- 
toral habit,  moving  toward  the  seat  of  state^  iHth 
tMs  song. 

I.  SONO. 

Look  Nymphs,  and  Shepherds  look. 

What  sudden  blaze  of  majesty 
Is  that  which  we  from  hence  descry* 
Too  divine  to  be  mistook  1 

This,  this  is  she  i 

To  whom  our  vows  and  wishes  bend ; 
Here  our  solemn  search  hath  end. 

Fame,  that,  her  high  worth  to  raise* 

Seem'd  erst  so  lavish  and  profuse* 

We  may  justly  now  accuse  M 

Of  detraction  from  her  praise ; 

Less  than  half  we  find  exprest* 

Envy  bid  conceal  the  rest. 

•  Thh  f rafrnent  is  csUed  a  muk  In  MIltonH  nanoKf^  and  It 
it  tappoaed  to  have  been  completed  by  other  bands.  Tlwre  wis  a 
connexion  by  marriage  between  the  Counteaa  of  Derby  and  the 
Earl  of  Bridfewater,  DcTore  whom  Comaa  wis  performed.  The 
Arcades  ia  a  duroaMogieal  •rranfeawat  oagkt  to  |mcede  dw 
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Follow  me,  •• 

I  win  Ikring  yoa  where  she  sU^ 
Clad  in  ifdendoar  sb  liefitB 

Her  deity. 
Sndi  a  rural  qneen 
ML  Azeadia  hath  not  seen.  ti 

III.  SONO. 

Njrmphs  and  Shepherds  dance  no  mora 

By  sandy  Ladon's  lilied  hanks. 
On  old  Lycaens  or  Cyllene  hoar 

Trip  no  more  in  twilight  ranks, 
Tliongh  Erymanth  your  loss  deplore,  MO 

A  better  soil  shall  give  ye  thanks. 
From  the  stony  Maenalos 
Bring  yonr  flocks,  and  lire  with  ns. 
Here  ye  shall  have  greater  grace. 
To  serre  the  Lady  of  this  place.  lOS 

Thongh  Syrinx  your  Pan's  mistress  wnre. 
Yet  Syrinx  well  might  wait  on  her. 

Such  a  rural  queen 
An  Arcadia  hath  not  seen. 


LYCIDAS. 

In  tkU  mtmodp  the  Author  bemdls  a  learned  Friend,  unlortw 
nateljf  drowned  in  his jMusage  from  Chester,  on  the  Irish  sets, 
ieS7,  satd  by  occasion  foreteu  tke  ruin  of  our  corrupted  Clergu, 
then  te  their  height,^ 

Ywr  once  more,  O  ye  Laurels,  and  once  more 
Te  Myrtles  brown,  with  Ivy  never  sere, 
I  come  to  pluck  your  berries  harsh  and  crude. 
And  with  forced  fingers  rude 

•7*  Jiodon,  another  beaudful  river  In  Arcadia.— Zyctftci,  te. 
are  celebrated  mountains  In  the  same  country. 

a  This  beautiful  little  poem,  which  partalies  as  mach  'jf  tfie 
character  of  the  allegory  as  of  the  pastoral^was  written  m  me« 
mortal  of  Edward  Kinsr,  son  of  Sir  John  tiiag.  Secretary  for 
Ireland,  who  perished  by  shipwreck  in  a  voyage  tn  Dublin,  in 
the  SSth  Tear  of  his  age.  He  was  the  feliAw-coliegian  and  moK 
Intimate  friend  of  the  poet,  who  at  that  time  was  destined,  as  weU 
as  himaalf,  for  holy  orders.  There  are  several  alluskios  to  tbe 
latter  drcwmstance  in  the  monody. 
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Fknniny  fheir  joyou«  leaves  to  thy  aoft  layi. 

As  killing  as  the  canker  to  the  rose.  48 

Or  taint-worm  to  the  weanling  herds  that  grraae. 

Or  frost  to  flowers,  that  their  gay  wardrobe  wear. 

When  first  the  white-thorn  blows  ; 

Sttch,  Lycidas,  thy  loss  to  shepherd's  ear. 

Where  were  ye.  Nymphs,  when  the  remorseless 
deep  69 

Closed  o'er  the  head  of  your  lored  L3rcidasf 
For  neither  were  ye  playing  on  tiie  steep. 
Where  yoor  old  bards,  the  famous  Dmids,  lie. 
Nor  on  the  shagrgy  top  of  Mona  high. 
Nor  yet  where  Deva  spreads  her  wizard  stream:  55 
Ay  me !  I  fondly  dream. 

Had  ye  been  there ;  for  what  could  that  have  done  f 
What  could  the  Muse  herself  that  Orpheus  bore. 
The  Muse  herself  for  her  enchanting  son. 
Whom  universal  Nature  did  lament,  eo 

When,  by  the  jrout  that  made  the  hideous  roar. 
His  gory  yisage  down  the  stream  was  sent, 
Down  the  swift  Hebrus  to  the  Lesbian  shore  t 

Alas  I  what  boots  it  with  incessant  care 
To  tend  the  homely,  slighted  shepherd's  trade,       05 
And  strictly  meditate  the  thankless  Muse  ? 
Were  it  not  better  done,  as  others  use. 
To  sport  with  Amaryllis  in  the  shade. 
Or  with  the  tangles  of  Nesera's  hair  f 
Fame  is  the  spur  that  the  clear  spirit  doth  raise    70 
(That  last  infixmity  of  noble  minds; 
To  scorn  delights,  and  live  laborious  da3ni ; 
But  the  fair  guerdon  when  we  hope  to  find. 
And  think  to  burst  out  into  sudden  blaze. 
Comes  the  blind  Fury  with  the  abhorred  shears,   75 
And  slits  the  thin-sptm  life.    But  not  the  praise, 
Phoebus  reply'd,  and  touch'd  my  trembling  ears ; 
Fame  is  no  plant  that  grows  on  mortal  soil. 
Nor  in  the  glistering  foil 

Set  off  to  the  world,  nor  in  broad  rumour  lies ;       M 
But  lives  and  spreads  aloft  by  those  pure  eyes 

89.  The  steep  f  nupposed  to  be  Kerigy  DrudUm,  s  dndd  ft^ 
tfoa  lo  DeDUgbshired— AToim;  the  isle  of  Anrlesey.— lta«;  Ills 

es.  Meditate  the  Mute;  a  clawical  phnwe;  thos  l^Inllt  BcL 
I.  S.  IfiiMiiii  MetUlaiie, 
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And  perfect  witness  of  all-jadging  Jove ; 

As  he  pronounces  lastly  on  each  deed. 

Of  80  much  fame  in  Heaven  expect  thy  meed. 

O  fountain  Arethnse,  and  thou  honoured  flood,    89 
SmoothHBliding  Mincius,  crownM  with  roeal  reedi. 
That  strain  I  heard  was  of  a  higher  mood : 
But  now  my  oat  proceeds, 
And  listens  to  the  herald  of  the  sea 
That  came  in  Neptune's  plea ;  90 

He  ask'd  the  waves,  and  ask'd  the  felon  winds. 
What  hard  mishap  hath  doom'd  this  gentle  swain  t 
And  question'd  every  gust  of  rugged  winds 
That  blows  from  off  each  beaked  promontory ; 
They  knew  not  of  his  story,  08 

And  sage  Hippotades  their  answer  brings, 
That  not  a  blast  was  from  his  dungeon  stray'd ; 
The  air  was  calm,  and  on  the  level  brine 
Sleek  Panope  with  all  her  sisters  play'd. 
It  was  that  fatal  and  perfidious  bark  100 

Built  in  th'  eclipse,  and  rigg'd  with  curses  dark, 
That  simk  so  low  that  sacred  head  of  thine. 

Next  Camus,  reverend  sire,  went  footing  slow. 
His  mantle  hairy,  and  his  bonnet  sedge. 
Inwrought  with  figures  dim,  and  on  the  edge,       103 
Like  to  that  sang^ne  flower,  inscribed  with  woe. 
Ah  I  who  hath  reft  (quoth  he)  my  dearest  pledge  t 
Last  came,  and  last  did  go, 
The  pilot  of  the  Galilean  lake. 
Two  massy  keys  he  bore  of  metals  twain  110 

(The  golden  opes,  the  iron  shuts  amain). 
He  shook  his  mitred  locks,  and  stem  bespake : 
How  well  could  I  have  spared  for  thee,  young  swain. 
Enow  of  such  as  for  their  bellies'  sake 
Creep,  and  intrude,  and  climb  into  the  foldt         115 
Of  other  care  they  little  reckoning  make. 
Than  how  to  scramble  at  the  shearers'  feast. 
And  shove  away  the  worthy  bidden  guest ;        [hold 
Blind  mouths!  that  scarce  themselves  know  how  to 
A  sheep>hook,  or  have  leam'd  aught  else  the  least 
That  to  the  faithful  herdsman's  art  belongs  I         ISl 

ao.  Mmeius;  a  rlrer  near  Mantua,  where  Vii^l  wMborn 
v.  The  herald :  Tritou.— Hippotades  ;  JEoIvs,  die  M»  oJT  Hl» 
HKMi    Pamopej  a  tea  nymph.— CVrnw;  Ibe  Can. 
100.  rAfPiiof/  Saint  Peter. 
U2 
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What  recloi  it  fhem  t  what  need  they  t  they  are  tpo4 1 
And  when  they  list,  their  lean  and  flashy  songs 
Orate  on  their  scrannel  pipes  of  wretched  straw ; 
Hie  hungry  sheep  look,  up,  and  are  not  fed,  ISI 

But  •woll'n  with  wind,  and  the  rank  mist  they  draw* 
9ot  inwardly,  and  foul  contagion  spread : 
Besides  what  the  g^'im  wolf  with  privy  paw 
Daily  devoars  apace,  and  nothing  said ; 
Bat  that  two-handed  engine  at  the  door,  IM 

Stands  ready  to  smite  once,  and  smite  no  more. 

Return,  Alpheus,  the  dread  roice  is  past. 
That  shrank  thy  streams  ;  return  Sicilian  Muse, 
And  call  the  vides,  and  bid  them  hither  cast 
Their  bells,  and  flowerets  of  a  thousand  hues.       135 
Ye  Valle3rs  low,  where  the  mild  whispers  utte 
Of  shades,  and  wanton  winds,  and  grushing  brooks. 
On  whose  fresh  lap  the  swart  star  sparely  looks. 
Throw  hither  all  your  quaint  enamell'd  eyes, 
That  on  the  green  turf  suck  the  honied  showers,  149 
And  purple  all  the  ground  with  vernal  flowers. 
Bring  the  rathe  primrose  that  forsaken  dies. 
The  tufted  crow-toe,  and  pale  jessamine, 
The  white  pink,  and  the  pansy  freak'd  with  jet. 
The  glowing  violet,  145 

The  musk-rose,  and  the  well-attired  woodbine. 
With  cowslips  wan  that  hang  the  pensive  head. 
And  every  flower  that  sad  embroidery  wears : 
Bid  amaranthus  all  his  beauty  shed, 
And  dafibdillies  fill  their  cups  with  tears,  150 

To  strow  the  lanreat  hearse  where  Lycid  lies. 
For  so  to  interpose  a  little  ease. 
Let  our  frail  thoughts  dally  with  false  surmise. 
Ay  me  1  whilst  thee  the  shores  and  sounding  seas 
Wash  far  away,  where'er  thy  bones  are  hurl'd,    155 
Whether  beyond  the  stormy  Hebrides, 
Where  thou  perhaps  under  the  whelming  tide 
Visit'st  the  bottom  of  the  monstrous  world ; 
Or  whether  thou  to  our  moist  tows  denied. 


134.  Scrannel ;  harsh. 

198.  All  slloslon.  It  ta  probable,  to  tue  supposed  attempts  ai  thig 

period  to  introdace  anin  the  superetitious  obsenraoces  ol  tiic 

Moana  cliorch,  wUcb  Archbishop  Land,  it  wm  thought,  (svoursd, 

14S.  Bathes  early. 
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tteep'st  by  the  fable  of  Bellenu  old,  160 

Where  the  great  Tision  of  the  guarded  mount 
Looks  toward  Namancos  and  Bayona's  hold ; 
Look  homeward  Angel  now,  and  melt  with  mth : 
And,  O  ye  Dolphins,  waft  the  hapless  youth. 

Weep  no  more,  wofiil  Shepherds,  weep  no  more* 
For  Lycidas  3ronr  sorrow  is  not  dead,  108 

Sunk  though  he  be  beneath  the  watery  floor; 
So  sinks  the  daynstar  in  the  ocean  bed. 
And  yet  anon  repairs  his  drooping  head. 
And  tricks  his  beams,  and  with  new-spangled  ore  170 
Flames  in  the  forehead  of  the  morning  sky ; 
So  Lycidas  sunk  low,  but  mounted  high, 
Through  the  dear  might  of  Him  that  walk'd  the  wares. 
Where,  other  groves  and  other  streams  along. 
With  nectar  pure  his  oozy  locks  he  laves,  175 

And  hears  the  unexpressive  nuptial  song. 
In  the  blest  kingdoms  meek  of  Joy  and  Lots. 
There  entertain  him  all  the  saints  above. 
In  solemn  troops  and  sweet  societies. 
That  sing,  and  singing  in  their  glory  move,  180 

And  wipe  the  tears  for  ever  from  his  eyes. 
Now,  Lycidas,  the  shepherds  weep  no  more ; 
Henceforth  thou  art  the  genius  of  the  shore. 
In  thy  laige  recompense,  and  shalt  be  good 
To  all  that  wander  in  that  perilous  flood.  165 

Thus  sang  the  uncouth  swain  to  th'  oaks  and  rills, 
While  the  still  mom  went  out  with  sandals  grey. 
He  touch'd  the  tender  stops  of  various  quills. 
With  eager  thought  warbling  his  Doric  lay : 
And  now  the  sun  had  stretch'd  out  all  the  hiUs,   190 
And  now  was  dropt  into  the  western  bay : 
At  last  he  rose,  and  twitch'd  his  mantle  blue : 
Tomorrow  to  fresh  woods  and  pastures  new. 

160.  BeUeruif  the  Land's  Est,  It  k  mppoted.  so  called  htm 
sa  old  Cornish  gtmUf—Namaneot  and  Baj/ona,  rortftHM  oa  the 
•oastof^pla. 
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POEMS 

ON    SEVERAL    OCCASIONS. 


I. 

(Anno  JEMia  17.) 


ON  TBB  DSATH  OF  A   FAIB  •  INFAMT, 
DYING  OF  A  COUGH. 

O  VAiRiiT  flower*  no  sooner  blown  but  blasted, 
Boft  sillLen  primrose  fading  timelessly. 
Summer's  chief  honour,  if  thou  hadst  out-lasted 
Bleak  Winter's  force  that  made  thy  blossom  dry 
For  he  being  amorous  on  that  lovely  dye 

That  did  thy  cheek,  envermeil,  thought  to  kiss. 
Bat  kill'd,  alas,  and  then  bewail'd  his  fatal  bliss. 

Vor  since  gjim  Aquilo  his  charioteer 

By  boisterous  rape  th'  Athenian  damsel  grot, 

He  thought  it  tonch'd  his  deity  full  near,  k 

If  likewise  he  some  fair  one  wedded  not, 

Thereby  to  wipe  away  th'  inf&mous  blot 

Of  long-uncoupled  bed,  and  childless  eld,        [held 
Which  'mongst  the  wanton  gods  a  foul  reproach  wai 

So  mounting  np  in  icy-pearled  car  II 

Through  middle  empire  of  the  freezing  air 
He  wander'd  long,  till  thee  he  spy'd  from  far: 
There  ended  was  his  quest,  there  ceased  his  <^re. 
Down  he  descended  from  his  snow-soft  chair. 

But  all  unwares  with  his  cold-kind  embrace        31 
Unhoused  thy  virgin  soul  from  her  fair  biding-place. 

Yet  art  thou  not  inglorious  in  thy  fate ; 

For  so  Apollo,  with  unweeting  hand, 

Whilume  did  slay  his  dearly  loved  mate. 

Young  Hyacinth  bom  on  Eurota's  strand,  99 

Young  Hyacinth  the  pride  of  Spartan  land ; 

n.  Apollo,  It  to  said  by  the  poetx,  slew  Hracinth  while  playlni 
■t  qnottof  snd  afterwsrdt  changed  him  into  the  flower  beurlBg  hn 
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But  tkea  traiuform'd  him  to  a  pitrple  flowwr ; 
Alack,  that  so  to  change  thee  Winter  had  no  power. 

Y«t  can  I  not  persaade  me  thou  art  dead. 
Or  that  thy  corse  corrupts  in  earth's  dark  womb,    30 
Or  that  thy  beauties  lie  in  wormy  bed. 
Hid  from  the  world  in  a  low  delved  tomb ; 
Could  HeaT'u  for  pity  thee  so  strictly  doomt 
Oh  nol  for  something  in  thy  face  did  shine 
Above  mortality,  that  shew'd  thou  wast  divine.      3S 

Resolve  me  then,  oh  Soul,  most  surely  blest 
(If  so  it  be  that  thou  these  plaints  dost  hear). 
Tell  me,  bright  Spirit,  where'er  thou  hoverest, 
Whether  above  that  high  £rst>moving  sphere. 
Or  in  th'  Elysian  fields  (if  such  there  were)  40 

O  say  me  true,  if  thou  wert  mortal  wight,    [flight* 
And  why  from  us  so  quickly  thou  didst  take  thy 

Wert  thou  some  star  which  from  the  ruin'd  roof 
Of  shaked  Olympus  by  mischance  did'st  fall; 
Which  eareftd  Jove  in  Nature's  true  behoof  45 

Took  up  and  in  fit  place  did  reinstall  1 
Or  did  of  late  Earth's  sons  besiege  the  wall 

Or  sheeny  Heav'n,  and  thou  some  goddess  fled 
Amongst  us  here  below  ta  hide  thy  aectar'd  head  f 

Or  wert  thou  that  just  maid  who  once  before  50 

Forsook  the  hated  earth,  0  tell  me  sooth. 
And  cam'st  again  to  visit  us  once  more  ! 
Or  wert  thou  that  sweet  smiling  youth  T 
Or  that  crown'd  matron  sage  white-robed  Truth  t  54 
Or  any  other  of  that  heav'nly  brood  [good  f 

Let  down  in  cloudy  throne  to  do  the  world  some 

• 

Or  wert  thou  of  the  golden-winged  host. 
Who  having  dad  thyself  in  human  weed, 

44.  Sh»ked  OlympuMt  !■  allasion  to  the  war  of  the  fiaats  who 
bcaie}^  JuDlter. 

AO.  That  juft  maid  ;  Astrea.  the  goddeM  of  Justice. 

S3.  I  am  inclined  to  tliink  that  Truth  onlyi«  meant  both  Inthk 
and  in  ttte  foUowin?  ex^-rauioo,  and  that  it  is,  therefore,  not  ae- 
cefwary  to  introduce,  as  the  commentators  Itave  done,  mercy  or 
youth,  in  this  line.  Truth,  for  ita  purity,  clear  and  onaolM 
beauty,  has  «U  the  characteristics  of  tweet  tmitinfr-  jfOiUM  ;  for  ill 
f  rarity  and  unchanglnr  steadiness  it  has  the  marks  of  matronly 
fndb.  The  fwet  micht hence  ven  beavtifttfty  exprMS  a4oubt  as 
bwbether  he  was  to  call  it  a  Teaca  or  a  matron. 
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To  EmUk  Aram  Hiy  pr^ixed  neat  didit  ^mk, 

AaA  aHier  sbort  abode  fly  back  with  speed,  W 

Ai  If  to  shew  what  creatnres  Hear'ii  doth  bveed» 

Thereby  to  set  the  hearts  of  men  on  fire 
To  seom  tiie  MMrdid  world,  and  onto  Hear'n  aspiret 

Bat  oh,  why  didet  thou  not  stay  here  below 

To  bloM  vs  with  thy  Hear'n-IoTed  innocence,         6S 

To  dake  hie  wrath  whom  sin  hath  made  oar  Ibe 

To  tarn  swift-mahing  black  Perdition  henoe 

Or  drire  away  the  slanghtering  Pestilence, 

To  stand  'twixt  as  and  onr  deserved  smart  t 
Bat  thoa  canst  best  perform  that  office  where  tlMMi  art. 

Then  thoa,  the  mother  of  so  sweet  a  child,  71 

Her  faiae  imagined  loss  cease  to  lament. 

And  wisely  learn  to  curb  thy  sorrows  wild ; 

Think  what  a  present  thoa  to  God  has  sent. 

And  render  him  with  patience  what  he  lent ;         75 

This  if  thou  do,  he  will  an  offspring  give 
That  titt  the  world's  last  end  shall  make  thy  nante 
to  lire. 

II. 

CAnDoiEtatkl9b> 
At  a  Waeation  Exercise  in  the  coUege,  fart  Laltn, 
fart  English,    The   Latin   speeches  ended,  tkt 
English  thus  began. 

Hail,  native  Language,  that  by  stnewa  weak 
Didst  move  my  first  endeavouring  tongue  to  speak. 
And  mad'st  imperfect  wordi»  with  childish  trips, 
Half-anpronounced,  slide  throngh  my  iafiut-lips, 
l>riving  dumb  Silence  from  the  portal  door,  A 

Where  he  had  mutely  sat  two  years  before : 
Here  1  salute  thee,  and  thy  pardon  ask. 
That  now  I  use  thee  in  my  latter  task  : 
Small  loss  it  is  that  hence  can  come  unto  thee, 
1  know  my  tongue  but  little  gprace  can  do  thee:      !• 
Thou  need'st  not  be  ambitious  to  be  first. 
Believe  me,  I  have  thither  packed  the  wont : 
And,  if  it  happen  as  1  did  forecast, 
The  dantiest  dishes  shall  be  served  up  last 


rhsM  vencs  were  written  while  there  was  a  ftMl 
plsgosngtaf. 
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I  pray  thee  fhen  deny  me  not  thy  aid  U 

For  this  same  small  neglect  that  I  hare  made  t 

But  haste  thee  straight  to  do  me  once  a  pleasnrey 

And  from  thy  wardrobe  bring  thy  chiefest  treasnra* 

Not  those  new-fangled  toys,  and  trimming  slight 

Which  takes  our  late  fantastics  with  delight,         96 

But  cull  those  richest  rubes,  and  gay'st  attire 

Which  deepest  spirits  and  choicest  wits  desire  : 

I  haye  some  naked  thoughts  that  rore  about. 

And  loudly  knock  to  hare  their  passage  out ; 

And  weary  of  their  place  do  only  stay  25 

Till  thou  hast  deck'd  them  in  thy  best  amy ; 

That  so  they  may  without  suspect  or  fears 

Fly  swiftly  to  this  fair  assembly's  ears ; 

Yet  I  had  rather,  if  I  were  to  choose. 

Thy  service  in  some  graver  subject  use,  30 

Such  as  may  make  thee  search  thy  coffers  round. 

Before  thou  clothe  my  fancy  in  fit  sound  ; 

Such  where  the  deep  transported  mind  may  soar 

Abore  the  wheeling  poles,  and  at  Heaven's  door 

Look  in,  and  see  each  blissful  deity  35 

How  he  before  the  thunderous  throne  doth  lie, 

List'ning  to  what  unsbpm  Apollo  sings 

To  th'  touch  of  golden  wires,  while  Hebe  brings 

Immortal  nectar  to  her  kingly  sire : 

Then  passing  through  the  spheres  of  watchful  fire. 

And  misty  regions  of  wide  air  next  under,  41 

And  hills  of  snow  and  lofts  of  piled  thunder. 

May  tell  at  length  how  green-eyed  Neptune  raves. 

In  Heav'n's  defiance  must'ring  all  his  waves  ; 

Then  sing  of  secret  things  that  came  to  pass  45 

When  beldam  Nature  in  her  cradle  was ; 

And  last  of  king^,  and  queens,  and  heroes  old. 

Such  as  th«  wise  Demodocus  once  told 

In  solemn  songs  at  king  AJcinous'  feast. 

While  sad  Ulysses'  soul  and  all  the  rest  M 

Are  held  with  his  melodious  harmony 

In  willing  chains  and  sweet  captivity. 

48.  Demodoeut ;  t  mulclan  and  poet  mentioned  in  the  dglrth 
book  of  the  Odyasey,  in  which  king  Aldnoiu  is  repretenled  w 
eotertalninr  Ulyaaes.  The  reader,  if  he  be  curious  to  uadentanA 
tbe  scope  m  wliat  followi,  must  uve  reference  to  fome  booli  of 
logic 
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But  fie,  my  wand'ring  Muse,  how  tkou  dott  stnyl 

Expectance  calLi  thee  now  another  way ; 

Thoa  know'st  it  must  be  now  thy  only  bent  fi5 

To  keep  in  compass  of  thy  predicament : 

Then  quick,  about  thy  purposed  business  come. 

That  to  the  next  I  may  resign  my  room. 

Then  Ens  is  represented  as  father  of  the  Predicor 
ments,  his  ten  sons,  whereof  the  eldest  stood  for 
Substance  with  his  canons,which  Ens,  thus  speak- 
ing, explain$. 

Good  luck  befriend  thee,  son ;  for  at  thy  birth 
The  faery  ladies  danced  upon  the  hearth ;  M 

Tby  drowsy  nurse  hath  sworn  she  did  them  spy 
Come  trippings  to  the  room  where  thou  didst  lie« 
And  sweetly  singing  round  about  thy  bed 
Strow  all  their  blessings  on  thy  sleeping  head. 
She  heard  them  give  thee  this,  that  thou  should'st  still 
From  eyes  of  mortals  walk,  invisible :  68 

Yet  there  is  something  that  doth  force  my  fear. 
For  once  it  was  my  dismal  hap  to  hear 
A  Sybil  old,  bow-bent  with  crooked  age, 
That  far  events  full  wisely  could  presage,  70 

And  in  Time's  long  and  dark  prospective  glass 
Foresaw  what  future  days  should  bring  to  pass; 
Your  son,  said  she,  (nor  can  you  it  prevent) 
Shall  subject  be  to  many  an  accident. 
O'er  all  bis  brethren  he  shall  reign  as  king,  79 

Yet  every  one  shall  make  him  underling. 
And  those  that  cannot  live  from  him  asunder 
Ungratefully  shall  strive  to  keep  him  under ; 
In  worth  and  excellence  he  shall  out-go  them ; 
Yet  being  above  them,  he  shall  be  below  them  ;     80 
From  others  he  shall  stand  in  need  of  nothing, 
Yet  on  his  brothers  shall  depend  for  clothing. 
To  find  a  foe  it  shall  not  be  his  hap. 
And  Peace  shall  lull  him  in  her  flowery  lap ; 
Yet  shall  he  life  in  strife,  and  at  his  door  85 

Devouring  War  shall  never  cease  to  roar: 
Yea,  it  shall  be  his  natural  property 
To  harbour  those  that  are  at  enmity. 
What  power,  what  force,  what  mighty  spell,  if  not 
Your  learned  hands,  can  loose  this  Gorman  knott  fli 
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The  next  Quantity  and  Quality  spake  in  prose,  them 
Relation  was  called  by  his  name 

Rirers  arise ;  whether  thou  be  the  son 
Of  utmost  Tweed,  or  Oose,  or  gulphy  Dun, 
Or  Trent,  who  like  some  earth-bom  g^ant  spreadB 
His  thirsty  arms  along  th'  indented  meads ; 
Or  sullen  Mole  that  runneth  underneath,  05 

Or  Serem  swift,  guilty  of  maidens'  death ; 
Or  rocky  Avon,  or  of  sedgy  Lee, 
Or  coaly  Tine,  or  ancient  hallow'd  Dee, 
Or  H  umber  loud  that  keeps  the  Scythian's  name. 
Or  Medway  smooth,  or  royal  tower'd  Thame.       100 
[The  rest  was  prose.] 

in. 

ON  THE  MORMNO   OF   CHRIST'S   NATITITT. 
(Compofsed  1639.) 
This  is  the  month,  and  this  the  happy  mom. 
Wherein  the  Son  of  Heav'n's  eternal  King, 
Of  wedded  Maid,  and  Yirgrin  Mother  bom. 
Oar  great  redemption  from  above  did  bring; 
For  so  the  holy  Sages  once  did  sing,  0 

That  he  our  deadly  forfeit  should  release, 
And  with  his  Father  work  us  a  perpetual  peace. 

That  glorious  form,  that  light  unsufierable, 
And  that  far-beaming  blaze  of  majesty. 
Wherewith  he  wont  at  Heav'n's  high  council-table  It 
To  sit  the  midst  of  Trinal  Unity, 
He  laid  aside ;  and  here  with  us  to  be. 
Forsook  the  courts  of  everlasting  day. 
And  chose  with  us  a  darksome  house  of  mortal  clay. 

Say,  hear'nly  Muse,  shall  not  thy  sacred  vein        IS 

Afford  a  present  to  the  Infant  God  f 

Hast  thou  no  verse,  no  hymn,  or  solemn  strain* 

To  welcome  him  to  this  his  new  abode. 

Now  while  the  Heav'n  by  the  sun's  team  nntiod. 

Hath  took  no  print  of  the  approaching  light,       M 
And  all  the  spangled  host  keep  watch  in  sqaadront 
bright? 

866  how  from  far  upon  the  eastern  road 
Th6  star-led  wixards  hute  with  odoim  sweet: 
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O  mill  prerent  fhem  with  thy  humble  ode» 

And  lay  it  lowly  at  his  blessed  feet ;  IS 

Hare  thuu  the  honour  first  thy  Lord  to  g^reet. 

And  join  thy  voice  unto  the  angel  quire, 
From  oat  his  secret  altar  touch'd  with  hallow'd  fire. 

TRB  HTMN. 

It  was  the  winter  wild, 

WhUe  the  Heav'n-bom  child  30 

All  meanly  vrrapt  in  the  rude  manger  lies ; 
Nature  in  awe  to  him 
Had  doflfd  her  gaudy  trim. 

With  her  great  Master  so  to  sympathize : 
It  was  no  season  then  for  her  35 

To  wanton  with  the  sun,  her  lusty  paramour. 

Only  with  speeches  fair 
She  woos  the  gentle  air 

To  hide  her  guilty  front  with  innocent  snow, 
And  on  nef  naked  shame,  40 

Pollute  with  sinful  blame. 

The  saintly  Teil  of  maiden  white  to  threw. 
Confounded,  that  her  Maker's  eyes 
Should  look  so  near  upon  her  foul  deformities. 

But  he,  her  fears  to  cease,  4ff 

Sent  down  the  meek-eyed  Peace ; 

She,  crown'd  with  olive  green,  came  softly  sliding 
Dovm  through  the  turning  sphere 
His  ready  harbinger, 

With  turtle  wing  the  amorous  clouds  dividing,  20 
And,  waving  wide  her  myrtle  wand. 
She  strikes  a  universal  peace  through  sea  and  laud. 

No  war,  or  battle's  sound. 
Was  heard  the  world  aroimd : 

The  idle  spear  and  shield  were  high  up  hung,    A  J 
The  hooked  chariot  stood, 
Unstain'd  with  hostile  blood, 

The  trumpet  spake  not  to  the  armed  throng 
And  king!  sat  still  with  awful  eye. 
As  if  they   sorely  knew  their  soyereign  Lord  was  by. 

.  S8.  Itsiah  vL  e,  7. 

n.  nc«lriiM/ 10  the  LsUd,  yWwyMrv. 
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Bvt  peaceful  was  the  nigkt,  ci 

Wherein  the  Prince  of  light 

Hi*  reign  of  peace  upon  the  earth  begwi: 
The  winds  with  wonder  whiat 
Souwthly  the  waters  kiaa'd,  m 

Whiap'ring  new  joys  to  the  mild  ooeui. 
Who  now  hath  quite  fbiigot  to  raye. 
While  Mrds  of  calm  sit  brooding  on  ^  charmed  waiv. 

The  stars  with  deep  amase 

Stand  fix'd  in  steadfast  gaxe,  n 

Bending  one  way  their  predoiu  infloence. 
And  wUl  not  take  tiieir  flight, 
for  all  the  morning  light. 

Or  Lucifer  that  often  wam'd  them  tiieaoe ; 
But  in  their  glimmering  orbs  did  glow,  n 

Unta  their  Lord  himself  bespahe,  and  bid  them  g*. 

And  though  the  shady  gloom 
Had  given  day  her  room. 

The  sun  himself  withheld  Us  wonted  spcDed, 
And  hid  his  head  for  shame,  M 

As  his  inferior  flame 

The  new  enllghten'd  world  no  more  should  need; 
He  saw  a  greater  sun  appear  [bear. 

Than  his  bright  throne,  or  burning  axle-tree  tjoiild 

The  shepherds  on  the  lawn,  ts 

Or  ere  the  point  of  dawn, 

Sat  simply  chatting  in  a  rustfe  row ; 
Full  little  thought  they  then 
That  the  mighty  Pan 

Was  kindly  come  to  lire  with  tiiem  below ;        M 
Perhaps  their  lores,  or  else  their  sheep. 
Was  all  that  did  their  silly  thoughts  so  busy  keqp. 

When  such  music  sweet 
Their  hearts  and  ears  did  grreet, 

As  never  was  by  mortal  finger  strook,  M 

Divinely  warbled  voice 
Answering  the  stringed  noise. 

As  all  their  souls  in  blissful  rapture  tooikt 
The  air  such  pleasure  loth  to  lose,  [cloie. 

With  thousand  echoes  stUl  ptokuigi  eaeh  hfeav'sly 


acs 


462  POKMS  ON- 

Nature  that  heard  such  sound,.  .  Ml 

Beoeath  the  hollow  round. 

Of  Cynthia's  seat,  the  aery  region  thrilling. 
Now  was  almost  won 
To  think  her  part  was  done,  Mft 

And  that  her  reigpa  had  here  its  last  falfillin|: ; 
She  knew  such  harmony  alone 
Could  hold  all  Heav'n  and  Earth  in  happier  oniovk. 

At  last  surrounds  their  sight 

A  globe  of  circular  light,  Ut 

That  with  long  beams  the  shame-iaced  night  ar- 
The  helmed  cherubim  [ray'd ; 

And  sworded  seraphim. 

Are  seen  in  glittering  ranks  with  wings  diiq>lay*d, 
Harping  in  loud  and  solemn  quire,  115 

WUh  uaexpresuYe  notes  to  Heaven's  new-born  Heir. 

Such  music  (as  'tis  said) 
Before  was  never  made. 

But  when  of  old  the  sons  of  movning  suxag. 
While  the  Creator  great  14» 

His  constellations  set, 

And  the  well-balanced  world  on  hinges  hong. 
And  cast  the  dark  foundationa  deep, 
And  bid  the  welt'ring  waves  their  oozy  channel  keep. 

Ring  out,  ye  crystal  spheres,  125 

Once  bless  our  human  ears 

(If  ye  haye  power  to  touch  our  senses  so). 
And  let  your  silver  chime 
Move  in  melodious  time, 

And  let  the  base  of  Heav'n's  deep  organ  blow,  130 
And  witii  your  ninefold  harmony. 
Hake  np  full  concert  to  th'  angelic  symphony. 

For  if  such  holy  song 
Inwrap  our  fancy  long. 

Time  will  run  back,  and  fetch  the  age  of  Grold,  13i 
And  speckled  Vanity 
Will  sicken  soon  and  die. 

And  leprous  Sin  will  melt  from  earthly  mould. 
And  Hell  itself  will  pass  away,  130 

And  leave  her  dolorous  mansions  to  the  peering  day 
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Yea,  Truth  and  Justice  then 
Win  down  return  to  men, 

Orb'd  in  a  rainbow ;  and,  like  glories  wearing, 
Mercy  will  sit  between, 
Thnmed  in  celestial  sheen,  149 

With  radiant  feet  the  tissued  clouda  down  steering. 
And  Ueav'n  as  at  some  festiral, 
WiU  open  wide  the  gates  of  her  high  palace  halL 

But  wisest  Fate  says  no. 

This  most  not  yet  be  so,  IM 

The  babe  lies  yet  in  smiling  infancy 
That  on  the  bitter  cross 
Must  redeem  our  loss ; 

So  both  himself  and  ns  to  glorify ;  IM 

Yet  first  to  those  ychain'd  in  sleep,  [the  deep. 

The  wakeful  trump  of  Doom  must  thunder  through 

With  such  a  horrid  clang 

As  on  mount  Sinai  rang,  [brake : 

While  the  red  fire  and  smouldering  clouds  out- 
The  ag^d  Earth  aghast,  IM 

With  terror  of  that  blast. 

Shall  from  the  surface  to  the  centre  shake  ; 
When  at  the  world's  last  session,  [throne. 

The  dreadful  Judge  in  middle  air  shall  spread  his 

And  then  at  last  our  bliss  165 

Full  and  perfect  is, 

But  now  begins ;  for  from  this  happy  day 
Th'  old  Dragon  imder  g^round 
In  straighter  limits  bound. 

Not  half  so  far  casts  his  usurped  sway,  ItO 

And  wroth  to  see  his  kingdom  fail, 
Swindges  the  scaly  horror  of  his  folded  taiL 

The  oracles  are  dumb. 
No  Toice  or  hideous  hum 

Runs  through  the  arched  roof  in  words  deceiTing 
Apollo  from  his  shrine  17i 

Can  no  more  divine. 

With  hollow  shriek  the  steep  of  Delphos  learing. 
No  nightly  trance  or  breathed  spell 
laepires  the  pale-eyed  priest  from  the  prophet  celk 

17a.  In  slIiMion  to  the  optnton  that  the  oneiss 
at  onr  SsTtour**  Idith. 
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Th«  lonely  mountains  o'er.  Ml 

And  ihe  resounding  shore, 

A  Toice  of  weeping  heard  and  loud  lament; 
From  haunted  spring,  and  dale 
Edged  with  poplar  pale,  Utt 

nie  parting  Genius  is  with  sighing  sent; 
With  flower-inwoven  tresses  torn  [flMmxn. 

The  nymphs  in  twilight  shade  of  tangled  thiekets 

la  consecrated  earth. 

And  on  the  holy  hearth,  .  IM 

The  Lars  and  Lemures  moan  with  midnight  plaint ; 
In  urns  and  altars  round, 
A  drear  and  dying  sound 

AArights  the  Flamens  at  their  service  quaint; 
And  the  chill  marble  seems  to  sweat,  199 

While  each  peculiar  pow'r  foregoes  his  wonted  seat. 

Peor  and  Bailim 

Forsake  their  temples  dim. 

With  that  twice-batter'd  God  of  Palestine ; 
And  mooned  Ashtaroth,  SM 

Ueav'n's  queen  and  mother  both. 

Now  sits  not  girt  with  tapers'  holy  shine ; 
The  Lybic  fiammon  shrinks  bis  horn,  [mourn. 

In  vain  the  Tyrlan  maids  thc-ir  wounded  Thammus 

And  sullen  Moloch  fled,  SOS 

Hath  left  in  shadows  dread 

His  burning  idol  all  of  blackest  hue ; 
In  vain  with  cymbals'  ring 
They  call  the  grisly  king 

In  dismal  dance  about  the  furnace  blue  ;  tit 

The  brutish  gods  of  Nile  as  fast, 
Isis  and  Orus,  and  the  dog  Anubis,  haste. 

Nor  is  Osiris  seen 
In  Memphian  grove  or  green. 
Trampling  the  unshow'r'd  grass  with  lowingsloodt 

191.  The  Lars  and  Lemtres  ;  household  gods  and  ni^bt  tpirilfc 
Tlmmtn$i  prtevts.  There  <s  t  remark  ibie  resemblance  in  thii 
poem,  one  of  Milinn's  eailiest,  to  the  later  productlont  of  hb 
genius.  It  presents  the  same  mixture  of  learnini;  and  ftkanr;  ol 
oriftual  genius,  forifetting  iowif  amid  the  treasures  of  erudition. 
Most  or  the  mythological  uasm  have  been  nteotioned  in  the  ooMs 
Id  lh#  targer  poems. 
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Kor  can  he  be  at  rest  U9 

Within  his  sacred  chest, 

Nought  bat  profoundest  Hell  can  be  his  shroud  ; 
In  rain  with  timbrel! 'd  anthems  dark 
The  sable-stoled  sorcerers  bear  his  worshipped  ark. 

He  feels  from  Juda's  land  Stl 

The  dreaded  Infant's  hand. 

The  rays  of  Bethlehem  blind  his  dusky  e3m; 
Nor  all  the  gods  beside. 
Longer  dare  abide,  2S5 

Nor  Typhon  huge  ending  in  snaky  twine : 
Our  Babe  to  shew  his  Godhead  true. 
Can  in  his  swaddling  bands  control  the  damned  crew. 

So  when  the  Sun  in  bed, 

Curtain'd  with  cloudy  red,  SM 

Pillows  his  chin  upon  an  orient  ware. 
The  flocking  shadows  pale 
Troop  to  th'  infernal  jail. 

Each  fetter'd  ghost  slips  to  his  sereral  graye. 
And  the  yellow-skirted  Fayes  335 

Fly  after  the  night-steeds,  leaying  their  moon-Iored 
maze. 

But  see  the  Yirgrin  blest 
Hath  laid  her  Babe  to  rest. 

Time  is  our  tedious  song  should  here  hare  ending : 
Hear'n's  youngest  teemed  star  S4t 

Hath  fix'd  her  polish'd  car. 

Her  sleeping  Lord  with  handmaid  lamp  attending  z 
And  all  about  the  courtly  stable 
Bright>hamest  angels  sit  in  order  serviceable. 

IV. 

THE  PASSION. 

Ekiwhilk  of  music,  and  ethereal  mirth. 

Wherewith  the  stage  of  air  and  earth  did  ring. 

And  Joyous  news  of  hear  nly  Infant's  birth. 

My  Muse  with  angels  did  invite  to  sing ; 

Bat  headlong  Joy  is  ever  on  the  wing,  9 

144.  Bright-hamest ;  arneae,  frota  which  the  epithet  b  derived, 
h  tn  Itslita  word  for  any  iiina  of  oriMnHsnt  or  drew.  Humei^ 
In  EDfU«h,  U  cominMily  Med  for  wnBonr.   See  I  Klnfi  xx,  11. 
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In  wintry  soUtice  like  the  shorten'd  liglit 
Soon  swallow'd  up  in  dark  and  long  oat-liring  nights 

For  now  to  sorrow  must  I  tune  my  song, 

And  set  my'harp  to  notes  of  saddest  woe. 

Which  on  our  dearest  Lord  did  seize  ere  long,       10 

Danglers,  and  snares,  and  wrongs,  and  worse  than  so. 

Which  he  for  us  did  freely  undergo : 

Moat  perfect  Hero,  tried  in  heaviest  plight,  [wight  t 
Of  labours  huge  and  hard,  too  hard  for  human 

fie  Boy'reign  Priest  stooping  his  regal  head,        15 
That  dropt  with  odorous  oil  down  his  fair  eyes. 
Poor  fleshly  tabernacle  entered. 
His  starry  front  low*roofc  beneath  the  skies ; 
O  what  a  mask  was  there,  what  a  disguise  1 

Tet  more ;  the  strol^e  of  death  he  must  abide,     80 
Then  lies  him  meekly  down  fast  by  his  brethren's  side. 

These  latest  scenes  confine  my  roving  verse. 

To  this  horisson  is  my  Phoebus  bound ; 

His  godlike  acts,  and  his  temptations  fierce. 

And  former  sufferings  other  where  are  found ;        15 

Loud  o'er  the  rest  Cremona's  trump  doth  sound ; 

He  softer  airs  befit,  and  softer  strings. 
Of  lute,  or  viol  still,  more  apt  for  mournful  things. 

Befriend  me  Night,  best  patroness  of  grief. 

Over  the  pole  thy  thickest  mantle  throw,  30 

And  work  my  flatter'd  fancy  to  belief. 

That  Heav'n  and  Earth  are  colour'd  -with  my  woe  ; 

Hy  sorrows  are  too  dark  for  day  to  know : 

The  leaves  should  all  be  black  whereon  I  write. 
And  letters  where  mv  tears  have  wash'd  a  wannish 
white.  35 

See,  see  the  chariot,  and  those  rushing  wheels. 
That  whirl'd  the  Prophet  up  at  Chebar  flood, 
My  spirit  some  transporting  cherub  feels. 
To  bear  me  where  the  tow'rs  of  Salem  stood,    • 
Once  glorious  tow'rs,  now  sunk  in  guiltless  blood ; 

There  doth  my  soul  in  holy  vision  sit  41 

In  pensive  trance,  and  anguish,  and  ecstatic  fit. 

SC  Cremona  was  the  birth-place  of  the  poet  Vida,  who  wrote  a 
poem  on  the  •ufferinn  and  history  of  Christ. 

91,  Tkt  prophet  i  Ezeklek   See  E«ekiel,  chap.  1. 
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Mine  eye  hath  found  that  sad  sepulchral  rock 
That  was  the  casket  of  Heav'n's  richest  store. 
And  here  though  grief  my  feeble  hands  up  lock,    45 
Yet  on  the  soften'd  quarry  would  I  score  . 
My  plaining  verse  as  lively  as  before; 

For  sure  so  well  instructed  are  my  tears. 
That  they  would  fitly  fall  in  order'd  characters. 

Or  should  I  thence,  hurried  on  viewless  wing,       AO 
Take  up  a  weeping  on  the  mountains  wild. 
The  gentle  neighbourhood  of  grove  and  spring 
Would  soon  unbosom  all  their  echoes  mild. 
And  1  (for  grief  is  easily  beguiled) 

Might  think  th'  infection  of  my  sorrows  loud      55 
Had  got  a  race  of  mourners  on  some  pregnant  cloud. 

[This  subject  the  Author  finding  to  be  above  the  years 
he  had,  tvhen  he  wrote  it,  and  nothing  satined  with 
what  was  begun,  left  it  unfin^shed.^ 


V. 


ON    TIME. 

Flt,  envious  Time,  till  thou  run  out  thy  race. 
Call  on  the  lazy  leaden-stepping  hours. 
Whose  speed  is  but  the  heavy  plummet's  pace ; 
And  glut  thyself  with  what  thy  womb  devours. 
Which  is  no  more  than  what  is  false  and  vain,       4 
And  merely  mortal  dross ; 
So  little  is  our  loss. 
So  little  is  thy  gain. 

For  when  as  each  thing  bad  thou  hast  entomb'd. 
And  last  of  all  thy  greedy  self  consumed,  M 

Then  long  Eternity  shall  greet  our  bliss 
With  an  individual  kiss; 
And  Joy  shall  overtake  us  as  a  flood. 
When  every  thing  that  is  sincerely  good 
And  perfectly  divine,  11 

With  truth,  and  peace,  and  love,  shall  erer  shiiM 
About  the  supreme  throne 
Of  Him,  to'  whose  happy-making  sight  alone 
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Wlien  once  our  hear'nly-grnided  Krai  dudl  cliiiib* 
Then,  all  this  earthy  gitwsneas  quit. 
Attired  with  stars,  we  shall  for  ever  sit, 
Triomphing  orer  Death,  and  Chance,  and  fhf, 
OTii 


VI. 

UPON  THB  CIKCOMCUION. 

Yb  flaming  Pow'rs,  and  winged  Warriors  hiiglit* 
That  erst  with  music  and  triumphant  song. 
First  heard  by  happy  watchful  shepherds'  ear. 
So  sweetly  sui^  your  joy  the  clouds  along 
Through  the  soft  silence  of  the  list'ning  night ;        5 
Now  mourn,  and  if  sad  share  with  us  to  bear 
Your  fiery  essence  can  distil  no  tear. 
Bum  in  your  sighs,  and  borrow 
Seas  wept  from  our  deep  sorrow : 
He  who  with  all  Heav'n's  heraldry  whilere  It 

Enter'd  the  world,  now  bleeds  to  give  us  ease ; 
Alas,  how  soon  our  sin 

Sore  doth  begin 
His  infancy  to  seize  I 
O  more  exceeding  love,  or  law  more  just?  U 

Just  law  indeed,  but  more  exceeding  love  I 
For  we  by  rightful  doom  remediless 
Were  lost  in  death,  till  he  that  dwelt  abore 
High  throned  in  secret  bliss,  for  us  frail  dust 
Emptied  his  glory,*  even  to  nakedness ;  90 

And  that  great  covenant  which  we  still  transgress 
Entirely  satisfied. 
And  the  full  wrath  beside 
Of  vengeful  Justice  bore  for  our  excess. 
And  seals  obedience  first  with  wounding  smart      2A 
This  day,  but  O  ere  long 
Huge  pangs  and  strong 

Will  pierce  more  near  his  heart. 


•  Philip,  ii.  7.    In  our  translation,  A'f  made  himaeif  oT 
tStt«*ioni  but  MUton**  expression.  Emptied  AU  glorp,  to  i 
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VIL 

AT  A  SOLEMN  MUSIC. 

Blbst  pair  of  Sirens,  pledges  of  Heav'n's  joy» 

Sphere-bom  harmonious  idsters,  Voice  and  Verse, 

Wed  yoar  divine  sounds,  and  mix'd  pow'r  employ,   - 

Dead  things  with  inbreath'd  sense  able  to  pierce. 

And  to  our  high-raised  phantasy  present  I 

That  undisturbed  song  of  pure  concert. 

Ay  sung  before  the  sapphire-colonr'd  throne 

To  Him  that  sits  thereon 

With  saintly  shout,  and  solemn  jubilee. 

Where  the  bright  seraphim  in  burning  row  !• 

Their  loud  up-lifted  angel-trumpets  blow. 

And  the  cherubic  host  in  thousand  qjoires 

Touch  their  immortal  harps  of  golden  wires. 

With  those  just  spirits  that  wear  Tictorious  palms. 

Hymns  devout  and  holy  psalms  15 

Singing  eyexlastingly ; 

That  we  on  earth  with  undiscording  voice 

May  rightly  answer  that  melodious  noise ; 

As  once  we  did,  till  disproportion'd  Sin 

Jarr'd  against  Nature's  chime,  and  with  harsh  din  20 

Broke  the  fair  music  that  all  creatures  made 

To  their  great  Lord,  whose  love  their  motion  sway'd 

In  perfect  diapason,  whilst  they  stood. 

In  first  obedience,  and  their  state  of  good. 

O  may  we  soon  ftgain  renew  that  song,  %i 

And  keep  in  tune  with  Heav'n,  till  God  ere  long 

To  his  celestial  consort  us  unite. 

To  live  with  him,  and  sing  in  endless  mom  of  light 

VIIL 

AN   IPITAPH. 
02C  TBK  MARCHIONKSS  OF  WINCHUm. 

This  rich  marble  doth  inter 
The  honour'd  wife  of  Winchester 

«.  Concent  f  from  the  Italian  ameentOp  hamooj. 
7.  Eiek.  1.  96.  14.  Rev.  Til.  9. 

jNuoM,  a  harmony  mnnf dk  throvfh  tha  wfaols 
■cats  <^  notes  In  wwrj  kev* 
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▲  Yiflcoonf  s  daughter,  an  Earl's  heir« 

Besides  what  her  virtues  fair 

Added  to  her  noble  birth,  $ 

More  than  she  could  own  from  earth. 

Summers  three  times  eight  save  one 

She  had  told :  alas  I  too  soon. 

After  so  short  time  of  breath. 

To  house  with  darkness  and  with  death         10 

Yet  had  the  number  of  her  days 

Been  as  complete  as  was  her  praise. 

Nature  and  Fate  had  had  no  strife 

In  giving  limit  to  her  life. 

Her  high  birth,  and  her  g^races  sweet,  .        IS 

Quickly  found  a  lover  meet ; 

The  virgin  quire  for  her  request 

The  god  that  sits  at  marriage  feast ; 

He  at  their  inv»king  came 

But  with  a  scarce  well-lighted  flame;  20 

And  in  his  garland  as  be  stood 

Ye  might  discern  a  cypress  bud. 

Once  had  the  early  matrons  run 

To  greet  her  of  a  lovely  son. 

And  now  with  second  hope  she  goes,  S5 

And  calls  Lucina  to  her  throes  ; 

But  whether  by  mischance  or  blame 

Atropos  for  Lucina  came  ; 

And  with  remorseless  cruelty 

Spoil'd  at  once  both  fruit  and  tree :  30 

The  hapless  babe  before  hisji>irth 

Had  burial,  yet  not  laid  in  earth, 

And  the  laugnish'd  mother's  womb 

Was  not  long  a  living  tomb. 

So  have  I  seen  some  tender  slip,  S9 

Saved  with  care  from  Winter's  nip. 

The  pride  of  her  carnation  train, 

Pluck'd  up  by  some  unheedy  swain, 

Who  only  thought  to  crop  the  flow'r 

New  shot  up  from  vernal  show'r;  40 

But  the  fair  blossom  hangs  the  head 

Side-ways  as  on  a  dying  bed, 

M.  XodbM,  the  foddem  said  by  the  ancients  to  be  preseM 
at  }Arth».— Atropos,  ooe  of  the  fattM, 
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And  thoM  pearl*  of  d«w  ■he  wean. 
Prove  to  be  presagiaif  tMrs, 
Which  the  sad  Mom  hsA  let  AH  U 

On  her  hast'ning  funeral. 
.  Gentle  Lady,  may  thy  gnrave 
Peace  and  quiet  ever  have ; 
After  this  thy  travail  sore 

Sweet  rest  seise  thee  evermore*  M 

That  to  give  the  world  increase, 
Shorten'd  hast  thy  own  life's  lease. 
Here,  beside  the  sorrowing 
That  thy  noble  house  doth  brin;;. 
Here  be  tears  of  perfect  moan  SS 

Wept  for  thee  in  Helicon, 
And  some  flowers,  and  some  bays. 
For  thy  hearse,  to  strow  the  ways. 
Sent  thee  from  the  banks  of  Came, 
Devoted  to  thy  virtaous  name ;  W 

Whilst  thou,  bright  Saint,  high  sitst  in  g*ory. 
Next  her  much  like  to  thee  in  story, 
That  fair  Syrian  shepherdess 
Who,  after  years  of  barrenness. 
The  highly-favour'd  Joseph  bore  6ft 

To  him  that  served  for  her  before. 
And  at  her  next  birth,  much  like  thee. 
Through  pangs  fled  t»  felicity. 
Far  within  the  bosom  bright 
Of  blazing  Majesty  and  Light:  70 

There  with  (hee,  new  welcome  Saint, 
Like  fortunes  may  her  soul  acquaint. 
With  thee  there  clad  in  radiant  sheen. 
No  Marchioness,  but  now  a  Queen. 

IX. 

SONG. — ON   MAY   MORNING. 

Now  the  bright  morning  star,  day's  harbinger. 
Comes  dancing  from  the  East,  and  leads  with  her 
The  flow'ry  May,  who  from  her  g^en  lap  throws 
The  yellow  cowslip,  and  the  pale  primrose. 

Hail,  bounteous  May,  that  dost  inspire  0 

Mirtik  and  youth  and  warm  desire ; 

•t.  tgriam  skephtrdest,  RacbcL   See  Cten.  xxls*  9^ 
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Woo&  and  gsores  are  of  thy  Anuta^ 
HiU  and  dale  doth  boatt  thy  bleaeiDi;. 
Thmm  ve  aalute  thee  with  our  early  aoag* 
And  wekoone  thee,  and  wiah  thee  long. 

X. 

ON   SUAKSPXARX.    1C30. 

Wbat  needs  my  Shakspeare  for  his  hoaoar*d 

The  labour  o£  an  age  in  piled  stones. 

Or  that  his  hallow'd  reliques  should  be  hid 

Under  a  starry-pointing  pyramid? 

]>ear  son  of  Memory,  great  heir  of  Fame,  9 

What  need'st  thou  such  weak  witness  of  thy  name  f 

Thou  in  our  wonder  and  astonishment 

Hast  built  thyself  a  live-long  monument. 

F6r  whilst  to  th'  shame  of  slow-endeaTouring  Art 

Thy  easy  numbers  flow,  and  that  each  heart  It 

Hath  firom  the  leares  of  thy  imvalued  book 

Those  Delphic  lines  with  deep  impression  took. 

Then  thou  our  fancy  of  itself  bereaving. 

Dost  make  us  marble  with  too  much  conceiving ; 

And  so  sepldcher'd  in  such  pomp  dost  lie,  19 

That  kings  for  such  a  tomb  would  wish  to  die. 

XI 

ON  THX  UNIVKRSmr  CAHRIXH. 

Who  sickened  in  the  time  of  his  vacancy,  being/orbid 
to  go  to  London  by  reason  of  the  plague. 

HxRX  lies  old  Hobson  ;*  Death  hath  broke  his  girt. 
And  here,  alas,  hath  laid  him  in  the  dirt. 
Or  else,  tbe  ways  being  foul,  twenty  to  one. 
He's  here  stuck  in  a  slough,  and  overthrown. 

•  Hobton  it  rackoned  amoDff  tb«  VMist  celebrated  Csmbridcc 
characten.  He  was  the  flr»t  who  act  op  an  establishment  for 
hack  horses,  and  his  resolution  in  obliging^  whoever  came  to  hire 
to  take  the  one  which  stood  nipct  him,  gave  birth  to  the  well* 
known  sayings  of  Hobson^s  choice,  this  or  nonem  He  made  a  con- 
siderable fortune,  and  there  fa  a  picture  of  him  at  Cambridge,  for 
which  a  venr  considerable  sum  has  been  repeatedly  offered  and 
refused,  when  I  was  there,  it  was  in  tne  Norwich  wagvoo- 
oflice,  to  the  wails  of  which  1  was  told  it  belonged  by  an  inaiiei»* 
lUerighU 
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Twas  sitch  a  filter,  tiiat  if  trath  w«r«  knowB,       8 

Deadi  was  half  glad  wben  he  had  got  him  down; 

For  he  had  any  time  this  ten  yean  loll 

Dodged  with  him,  betwixt  Cambridge  and  the  BolL 

And  surely  Death  oould  never  have  prevail'd 

Had  not  his  weekly  course  of  carriage  fail'd ;         !• 

But  lately  finding  him  so  long  at  home. 

And  thinking  now  his  journey's  end  was  come» 

And  that  he  had  ta'en  up  his  latest  inn. 

In  the  kind  office  of  a  chamberiain 

Shew'd  him  his  room  where  he  must  lodge  that  night, 

Pull'd  off  his  boots,  and  took  away  the  light :         10 

If  any  ask  for  him,  it  shall  be  said, 

Hobson  has  supp'd,  and 's  newly  gone  to  bed. 

XII. 

ANOTHXE  ON  THS  S41lt. 

HiHX  lieth  one,  who  did  most  truly  prove 

That  he  could  never  die  while  he  could  move ; 

So  hung  his  destiny,  never  to  rot 

While  he  might  still  jog  on  and  keep  his  trot» 

Made  of  sphere-metal,  never  to  decay  0 

Until  his  revolution  was  at  stay. 

Time  numbers  motion,  yet  (wi^out  a  crime 

'Gainst  old  Truth)  motion  number'd  out  his  time ; 

And  like  an  engine  moved  with  wheel  and  weight. 

His  principles  being  ceased,  he  ended  straight.       19 

Rest  that  gives  all  men'  life,  gave  him  his  death, 

And  too  much  breathing  put  him  out  of  breath ; 

Nor  were  it  contradiction  to  affirm 

Too  long  vacation  hasten'd  on  his  term. 

Merely  to  drive  the  time  away  he  sicken'd,  IS 

Fainted,  and  died,  nor  would  with  ale  be  quicken'd; 

Nay,  quoth  he,  on  his  swooning  bed  out-stretch'd. 

If  I  ma3n^'t  carry,  sure  I'll  ne'er  be  fetch'd* 

But  vow,  though  the  cross  doctors  all  stood  hearen. 

For  one  carrier  put  down  to  make  six  bearers.       !• 

Ease  was  his  chief  disease,  and  to  judge  right, 

He  died  for  heaviness  that  his  cart  went  lig^t : 

His  leisure  told  him  that  his  time  was  come. 

And  lack  of  load  made  his  life  burthensoma* 
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Tlutt  even  to  hU  last  lireath  (tiiere  be  that  M]r1t)    SS 

As  lie  were  preiui'd  to  death,  he  cry'd  Biore  weight ; 

But  had  his  doings  lasted  as  they  were. 

He  had  been  an  immortal  carrier. 

Obedient  to  the  moon  he  spent  his  date 

In  coarse  reciprooal,  and  had  his  fate  SO. 

link'd  to  the  mutual  flowing  of  the  seas. 

Yet  (strange  to  think)  his  wain  was  his  increase : 

His  letters  are  delirer'd  all  and  gone. 

Only  remains  this  superscription. 

XIII. 

AD  PYRRHAX.— ODX  T. 

Horatius  ex  Pyrrhte  iUecebris  tanquam  i  naufragt0 
enataverat,  ct^us  amove  irretUos,  affirmat  esse 
mUeras, 

Quis  multa  g^cilis  te  puer  in  rosa 
Perfosns  liquidis  urget  odoribus, 

Grato,  Pyrrha,  sub  antro  t 

Cui  flavam  reUgas  comam" 
Simplex  munditiis  ?  heu  quoties  fidem  $ 

Mutatosque  deos  flebit,  et  aspera 

Nigris  aequora  ventis 

Emirabitur  insoleus ! 
Qui  nunc  te  fruitur  credulus  aurea. 
Qui  semper  vacuam  semper  amabilem  10 

Sperat,  nescius  aurse 

Fallacis.    Miseri  quibus 
Intentata  nites.    Me  tabula  sacer 
Yotiva  paries  indicat  uvida 

Suspendisse  poteati  i$ 

Yesdmenta  maris  Deo. 

XIII. 

THB  FIFTH  ODK  OF  HORACE,  LIB.  I. 

Quis  multa  gracilis  te  puer  in  rosa,  rendered  almost 
word  for  word,  without  rhyme,  according  to  the 
Latin  measure,  as  near  as  the  language  will  permit. 
What  slender  youth  bedew'd  with  liquid  odours 
Courts  thee  on  roses  in  some  pleasant  care. 
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Pyrrha  T  for  whom  bind'st  thou 

In  wreaths  thy  golden  hair, 
Plain  in  thy  neatness  ?  O  how  oft  shall  he  A 

On  faith  and  changed  Gods  complain,  and  seM 

Rough  with  black  winds  and  storms 
-  Unwonted  shall  admire ! 
Who  now  enjoys  thee  credulous,  all  gold. 
Who  always  racant,  always  amiable.  It 

Hopes  thee,  of  flattering  gales 

Unmindful.    Hapless  they 
To  whom  thou  untried  seem'st  fair.   Me  In  my  ^  ow'd 
Picture  the  sacred  wall  declares  to'  hare  hung 

My  dank,  and  dropping  weeds  15 

To  the  stem  God  of  sea. 

XIV. 

ON  THK  NXW  rORCKES  OP  CONSCIINCX,  UNOXH  THX 
LONO  PARLIAMKNT. 

BiCAUSK  you  have  thrown  off  your  Prelate  lord. 
And  with  stiff  vows  renoimced  his  liturgy. 

To  seize  the  widow'd  whore  Plurality 
Fhmi  them  whose  sin  ye  envied,  not  abhorr'd. 
Dare  ye  for  this  adjure  the  civil  sword  5 

To  force  our  consciences  that  Christ  set  free. 

And  ride  us  with  a  classic  hierarchy 
Taught  ye  by  mere  A.  S.  and  Rotherford  T 

Men  whose  life,  learning,  faith,  and  pure  intent. 
Would  have  been  held  in  hig^  esteem  with  Paul,  It 

Must  now  be  named  and  printed  Heretics, 
By  shallow  Edwards  and  Scotch  what-d'ye-call : 

But  we  do  hope  to  find  out  all  your  tricks, 
Your  plots  and  packing  worse  than  those  of  Trent, 
That  so  the  Parliament  15 

May  with  their  wholesome  and  prerentive  shean     v 
Clip  your  phylacteries,  though  balk  your  ears. 

And  succour  our  just  fears, 
When  they  shall  read  this  clearly  in  your  charge. 
New  Presbyter  is  but  Old  Priest  writ  large.  SI 
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TO  TBS  MIOHTINOALK. 

O  MMBTiNOALB,  that  on  yon  bloomy  tpray 
Warblest  at  ere,  when  all  the  woods  are  atOl, 
Thou  with  firesh  hope  the  loyer'a  heart  dost  fOl* 

While  the  jolly  Hoots  lead  on  prointioas  May. 

Thy  liquid  notes,  that  dose  the  eye  of  day»  f 

Finit  heard  before  the  shallow  cuckoo's  bill. 
Portend  success  in  lore ;  O  if  lore's  will 

Have  link'd  that  amorous  power  t»thy  soft  lay. 
Now  timely  sing,  ere  the  rude  bird  of  hate 

Foretell  my  hopeless  doom  in  some  grore  nigh ;    10 
As  thou  from  year  to  -year  hast  sung  too  late 

For  my  relief,  yet  hadst  no  reason  why : 
Whether  the  Muse,  or  Love,  call  thee  his  mate» 

Both  them  I  serre,  and  of  their  train  am  I. 

II. 

Donna  leggiadra  il  cui  bel  nome  honora 
L'herbosa  val  di  Rheno,  e  il  nobil  Tarco« 

Bene  ft  colui  d'ogpii  ralore  scarco 

Qual  tno  spirto  gentil  non  innamora, 

Che  dolcemente  mostra  si  di  fiiora  I 

De  sui  atti  soavi  giamai  paroo, 
E  i  don',  che  ton  d'amor  saette  ed  arco. 

La  onde  I'alta  tna  rirtn  s'infiora. 

Quaudo  tu  vaga  parli,  o  lieta  canti 

Che  merer  possa  dnro  alpestre  legno,  It 

Guardi  ciascun  a  gli  occhi,  ed  a  gli  orecchi 

Le'encranta,  chi  di  te  si  truoTa  indegno  ; 
Gratia  sola  di  sn  gli  raglia,  inanti 
Che'l  disio  amoroso  al  cuor  s'inrecchi. 

lU. 

Qual  in  colle  aspro,  al  imbrunir  di  sert 
L'avezza  giorinetta  pastorella 
Ya  bagnando  I'herbetta  strana  e  bella 

Che  mal  si  spande  a  disusata  sper* 
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Fuor  di  sua  nada  alma  priiaavera,  & 

Cost  Amor  meco  insd  la  lingtia  snella 

Desta  il  fior  novo  di  strania  favella. 
If  entre  io  di  te,  veanBOsamente  altera. 

Canto,  dal  mio  buon  popcd  non  inteM 
El  bel  Taraigi  cangio  col  bel  Amo.  It 

Amor  lo  volse,  ed  io  a  raltmi  peso 
Seppi  cb'  Amor  cosa  mai  rolse  indamo. 

Seh !  foas'  il  mio  cuor  lextto  el  duro  seao 

A  chi  pianta  dal  ciel  A  buon  terreno. 

OANZONB. 

RiDONSi  donne  e  giovani  amorosi 

M'  accoetandoei  attomo,  e  perche  scriyi, 

Perche  tu  scriri  in  lingua  ignota  e  strana 
Verseg^griaBde  d'  amor,  e  come  t'  on  f 

Dinue,  ae  la  tua  speme  na  mai  Tana«  9 

E  de  pensieri  lo  miglior  f  anivi ; 
Cosi  mi  Tan  burlando,  altri  rivi 

Altri  lidi  t'  aspettan,  et  altre  onde 

Nelle  cui  verdi  sponde 
Spuntati  ad  hor,  ad  bor  a  la  tua  cbtoma  it 

L'immortal  guiderdon  d'  eteme  frondi 
Percbe  alle  spalle  tue  aovercbia  soma  t 

Canzon  dirotti,  e  tu  per  me  rispondi 
Dice  mia  Donna,  e'l  suo  dir,  6  il  mio  cuore 
Questa  e  liagua  di  cui  si  vauta  Amove.  IS 

IV. 

DiODAri,  e  tel  dird  con  maraviglia, 

Quel  ritroso  io  ch'amor  spreggiar  solta 

E  de  Buoi  lacci  apesso  mi  ridia 
Gia  caddi,  ov^buom  dabben  talhor  almi^gliift. 
Ne  treccie  d*  oro,  ne  guancia  rermiglia  i 

M'  abbaglian  si,  ma  sotto  nora  idea 

PeUegrina  bellezasa  cbel  cuor  bea, 
Portamenti  alti  honesti,  e  neUe  ciglia 

Quel  aereno  fulgor  d'  amabil  nero. 
Parole  adome  di  ling^ua  piu  d*  una,  tt 

El  cantar  cbe  di  me«Bo  lliemiqpeiv 
IVftTiar  ben  puo  la  fatiooea  Luna, 

E  def^  occhi  anoi  aurenta  at  gran 
ew  IfBoenr  i^  «c«ccbi  mi  ftA 
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V. 


FxH  certo  i  bei  vostr'  occhi.  Donna  mia 

Esser  non  puo  clie  uon  sian  lo  mio  aol% 

Si  mi  percuoton  forte »  come.ei  sntde 
Fer  I'arene  di  Libia  cU  s'lnria. 
If  entre  nn  caldo  vapor  (ne  sentl  pria)  A 

Da  quel  lato  si  spin^e  ove  mi  duoIe» 

Che  forse  amanti  nelle  lor  parole 
Chiaman  sospir,  io  non  so  che  si  sia : 

Parte  rinchiusa,  e  turbida  si  cela 
Scosso  mi  il  petto,  e  poi  n'ttscendo  poco  10 

Quivi  d'attomo  o  s'agghiaccia,  o  slngiela: 
Ma  quanto  a  gli  occhi  giwnge  a  trorar  loco  y 

Tutte  le  notti  a  me  suol  far  piovose 

Ftnche  mia  Alba  rivieu  colma  di  rose. 

VI. 

GiOTANK  piano,  e  semplicetto  amante 

Poi  che  fuggir  me  stesso  in  dubbio  sono^ 

Madonna  a  voi  del  mio  cuor  Thumil  dono 
Faradivoto;  io  certo  a  prove  tante 
L'hebbi  fedele,  intrepido,  costante,  5 

De  pensieri  leggiadro,  accorto,  e  bttono ; 

Quando  rugge  il  gran  mondo,  e  scocca  il  tnono, 
S*iArma  di  se,  e  d'  intero  diamante, 

Tauto  del  forse,  e  d'  invidia  sicuro, 
Di  timori,  e  speranze  al  popol  use  It 

Quanto  d'ingegno,  e  d'alto  ralor  vago, 
B  di  cetta  sonora,  e  delle  muse : 

Sol  troverete  in  tal  parte  men  dnro 

Ove  Aikior  mise  I'lnsanabil  ago. 

VII. 

OM  H»  telNO  ARRITBD  TO  THS  AOi  Off 
TWKNTY-THREK. 

How  soon  hath  Time,  the  subtle  thief  of  youth. 
Stolen  on  his  wing  my  three^nd-^wentieth  yearf 
My  hastiag  days  fly  on  with  full  career. 

But  my  late  spring  no  bud  or  blosiom  diew'tb.. 
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Perhaps  my  semblance  mi^ht  deceiro  the  trath,      5 
That  I  to  manhood  am  arrived  so  near, 
And  inmard  ripeness  doth  much  l&a  appear. 

That  some  more  timely-happy  spirits  indaeth. 
Yet  be  it  less  or  more,  or  soon  or  slow, 

It  shall  be  still  in  strictest  measure  eren  U 

To  that  same  lot,  howerer  mean  or  hig^, 

Toward  which  Time  leads  me,  and  the  will  of  Hearen  i 
All  is,  if  I  have  grace  to  use  it  so. 
As  ever  in  my  g^at  Task-master's  eye. 

VIII. 

"WBXN  TBK  ASSAULT  WAS  INTBNDJKO 
TO  THE  CITY. 

Captain  or  Colonel,  or  Knight  in  arms. 
Whose  chance  on  these  defenceless  doors  may  seiM^ 
If  deed  of  honour  did  thee  ever  please, 

Guard  them,  and  him  within  protect  from  harms. 

He  can  requite  thee,  for  he  knows  the  charms         i 
That  call  fame  on  such  gentle  acts  as  these. 
And  he  can  spread  thy  name  o'er  lands  and  seas^ 

WhatOTer  clime  the  sun's  bright  circle  warms.   * 
Lift  not  thy  spear  against  the  Muses'  bower : 

The  great  Emathian  conqueror*  bid  spare  !• 

The  house  of  Pindarus,  when  temple'  and  tower 

Went  to  the  ground :  and  the  repeated  air 
Of  sad  Electra's  poet  had  the  power 

To  save  the  Athenian  walls  from  ruin  bare. 

IX. 

to  a  tirtuous  touno  ladt. 

Lad\  ,  that  in  the  prime  of  earliest  youth 
Wisely  hath  shunn'd  the  broad  way  and  the  gprseil# 
And  with  those  few  art  eminently  seen. 
That  labour  up  the  hill  of  heavenly  truth. 
The  better  part  with  Mary  and  with  Ruth  U 

•  Bmatkimm  etmmuroT;  Alexander,  who  spared  the  hoase  of 
Piadsr  when  he  deiCroyed  Thebes.— ffeefra**  jmH;  BaHpide^ 
aooe  Ub«s  In  whose  trsgody  savad  Athens  firom  heli^  totalij  de* 
•trajadbf  ' 
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ChMen  thoa  hut;  and  they  that  arnwem^ 
Amd  at  thy  growin|r  Tirtnaa  fret  their  apleeB* 
No  anger  find  in  thee,  bat  pity*  and  luth* 
Thy  care  ia  fix'd,  and  aealondy  attend*  • 

To  fill  thy  odonnia  lamp  with  deedi  of  light. 
And  hope  that  reaps  not  shame.    Iherefinre  be  sore 
Thoa,  when  the  bridegrcxmi  with  his  foastfol  friends 
Passes  to  bliss  at  the  mid  hour  of  night. 
Hast  gain'd  thy  entrance,  lUrgin  wise  and  pore. 


TO  THX  LA.DT  MABGAHKT  LKT. 

Daugbtxr  to  that  good  Earl,  once  president 
Of  England's  council,  and  her  treasury. 
Who  lived  in  both,  unatain'd  with  gold  or  fee. 

And  left  them  both,  more  in  himself  content. 

Till  sad  the  breaking  of  that  Parliament*  S 

Broke  him,  as  that  dishonest  rictory 
At  Cheronea,  fatal  to  liberty, 

Kill'd  with  rei>ort  that  old  man  eloquent. 
Though  later  bom  than  to  have  known  the  da3rs 
Wherein  your  father  floiuish'd,  yet  by  yon, 

Ma'ftam,  methinks  I  see  him  living  yet;  II 

So  well  your  words  his  noble  virtues  praise, 
That  all  both  judge  you  to  relate  them  true. 

And  to  possess  them,  honour'd  Marg^aret. 

XL 

ON  THJB  DETRACTION  WHICH  POLLOWXO  UPON 
MT  WHrriNQ   CERTAIN  TRKATISKS. 

A  BOOK  was  writ  of  late  call'd  Tetrachordon,f 
And  woven  close,  both  matter,  form  and  style ; 
The  subject  new ;  it  walk'd  the  to#n  a  while. 

Numbering  good  intellects ;  now  seldom  pored  on. 

Cries  the  staU-reader,  Bless  us  !  what  a  word  en     8 

•  The  parlianunt  here  mendoDcd  wm  dtaaoUed  March  10^ 
tvss.  The  vietorp  wu  that  gained  by  Philip  of  Macedon  over 
m  Attienians :  and  the  old  tnan  waa  laocratea,  who  died  with 
gnefwheo  the  tidinn  were  brourht  to  him  of  the  event. 

t  The  treatiae  on  diTOPee.  which  Miiton  wrote,  la  here  aHOed 
IS.  The  perM>na  mentioned  were  tome  rlcid  pratbytariaaa,  wIm 
isok  offeao^  sad  very  JnsUy,  u  aooM  of  the  opiaieM  altftai. 
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A  tide-pagie  is  this!  and  some  in  file 

Stand  spelling  false,  while  one  might  valk  to  Mfle- 
End-Green.    Why  is  it  harder.  Sirs,  than  G4ndaa» 

Colkitto,  or  Macdonnel,  or  Galaspt  0 

Those  nagged  names  to  our  like  months  grow  sleeky 

That  would  hare  made  Qointilian  stare  and  g^aip* 
Thy  age,  like  ours,  O  Soul  of  Sir  John  Cheek, 

Hated  not  learning  worse  than  toad  or  asp. 
When  thon  taoght'st  Gamlnidge,  and  King  Edward, 
Greek. 

ON  THX  SAMS. 

I  DID  but  prompt  the  age  to  quit  their  dogs 
By  the  known  rules  of  ancient  liberty. 
When  straight  a  barbarous  noise  enrirons  me 

Of  owls  and  cuckoos,  asse?,  apes  and  dogs :  4 

As  when  those  hinds  that  were  transformed  to  frogs 
Rail'd  at  Latona's  twin-bom  progeny. 
Which  after  held  the  sun  and  moon  in  fee. 

But  this  is  got  by  casting  pearl  to  hogs ; 
That  bawl  for  freedom  in  their  senseless  mood. 

And  still  revolt  when  Truth  would  set  them  free?  !• 

Licence  they  mean  when  they  cry  Liberty ; 
For  who  lores  that  must  first  be  wise  and  good ; 

But  from  that  mark  how  far  they  rove  we  see 
For  all  this  waste  of  wealth,  and  loss  of  blood. 

xin. 

TO  MR.  H.  LAWKS*  ON   BIB  AIRS. 

Hurt,  whose  tuneful  and  well-measured  mmg 
First  taught  our  English  music  how  to  span 
Words  with  just  note  and  accent,  net  to  scan 

With  Midas'  ears,  committing  short  and  long;        4 

Thy  worth  and  skill  exempts  thee  from  the  HtKO^i 
With  praise  enough  for  Kiyy  to  look  wan ; 
To  after  age  thou  shalt  be  writ  the  man 

That  with  smooth  air  coold'st  humoor  best  our  tongviu 


•  Mr,  Lamtt  was  oae  of  the  Kisrt  oisglchiit,  nd  sn  lattawte 
Mend  of  MUton,  He  to  mjipoMd  to  hsTe  beta  freqaently  a*- 
'  to  In  Che  Comw  sad  Aindss  of  ow  sadiMW 
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Thoa  honoar'st  Terse,  and  rerae  must  lend  her  wing 
To  honour  ihee*  the  priest  of  Phoelras'  quire,       10 

That  ton'st  tiieir  happiest  lines  in  hymn  or  story. 
Dante  shall  giro  Fame  leare  to  set  thee  higgler 

Than  his  Casella,  whom  he  woo'd  to  sing 

Met  in  the  milder  shades  of  Purgatory. 

XIV. 

ON  THX  RKUOIOU8  MSMOHT  OF 

M   8.  CATHABINX  THOMSON,  MT  CHRISTUN  FRIXHDy 

DKCKASSD  16  DSC.   1646. 

Whxn  faith  and  love,  which  parted  from  thee  never. 
Had  ripen'd  thy  jxist  soul  to  dwell  with  God, 
Meekly  thou  didst  resig^n  this  earthly  load 

Of  death,  call'd  life ;  which  us  from  life  doth  serer. 

Thy  works  and  alms  and  al)  thy  good  endeavour     5 
Stay'd  not  behind,  nor  in  the  grave  were  trod. 
But  as  faith  pointed  with  her  golden  rod. 

Followed  thee  up  to  joy  and  bliss  for  ever. 
Love  led  them  on,  and  Faith  who  knew  them  best 

Thy  hand-maids,  clad  them  o'er  with  purple  beams 
And  azure  wings,  that  up  they  flew  so  drest,       11 

And  spake  the  truth  of  thee  on  glorious  themes 
Before  the  Judge,  who  thenceforth  bid  thee  rest 

And  drink  thy  All  of  pure  immortal  streams. 

XV. 

TO  THK   LORD  GENERAL  PAIRFAZ. 

Fairfax,  whose  name  in  arms  through  Europe  ringpi. 
Filling  each  mouth  with  envy  or  with  praise. 
And  all  her  jealous  monarchs  with  amaze. 

And  rumours  loud  that  daunt  remotest  kings. 

Thy  firm  unshaken  virtue  ever  brings  3 

Victory  home,  though  new  rebellions  raise 
Their  Hydra  heads,  and  the  false  North  displays 

If  er  broken  league  to  imp  their  serpent  wings. 
O  yet  a  nobler  task  awaits  thy  hand, 

(For  what  can  war,  but  endless  war  still  breed  T)    1ft 

Till  truth  and  right  from  violence  be  freed. 
And  public  faith  cleared  from  the  shameful  brand 

Of  public  frtLVid,    In  vain  doth  Valour  bleed. 
While  Avarice  and  Rapine  share  the  land. 
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XVI. 

TO  TBK  LOED  OJKNKBAL  CSOKWKLL. 

Cbomwxll,  our  chief  of  men,  who  ihroug^h  a  doiui 
Not  of  war  only,  but  detractions  rode. 
Guided  by  faith  and  matchless  fortitude* 

To  i>eace  and  truth  thy  glorious  way  hast  ploughed. 

And  on  the  neck,  of  crowned  Fortune  proud  5 

Hast  rear'd  God's  trophies,  and  his  work  pursued. 
While  Darwen  stream,  with  blood  of  Scots  imbued. 
And  Ihmbar  field  resounds  thy  praises  loud, 

And  Worcester's  laureat  wreath.  Yet  much  remains 
To  conquer  stiU ;  Peace  hath  her  victories  !• 

No  less  renown'd  than  War ;  new  foes  arise 

Tfiroat'ning  to  bind  our  soiils  with  secular  chains : 
Help  us  to  sare  free  conscience  from  the  paw 
Of  hireling  wolves,  whose  gospel  is  their  maw. 

XVII. 

TO  SIR   BENRT  VANE,  THE  YOUNGER. 

Vanb,  young  in  yean,  but  in  sage  counsel  old. 
Than  whom  a  better  senator  ne'er  held 
The  helm  of  Rome,  when  gowns  not  arms  repell'd 

The  fierce  Epirot  and  the  African  bold. 

Whether  to  setde  peace,  or  to  unfold  S 

The  drift  of  hollow  states  hard  to  be  spell'd. 
Then  to  advise  how  War  may,  best  upheld. 

Move  by  her  two  main  nerves,  iron  and  gold. 
In  all  her  equipage :  besides  to  know 
Both  spiritual  pow'r  and  civil,  what  each  means. 

What  severs  each,  thou'  hast  leam'd,  which  few 
have  done :  II 

The  bounds  of  either  sword  to  thee  we  owe : 
Therefore  on  thy  firm  hand  Religion  leans 

la  peace,  and  reckon^  thee  her  eldest  son. 
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XVIII. 

ON  TBK  LATS  MASSACRS  IN   FIXMONT.* 

Atknos,  O  Lord,  thy  Blatig>bter*d  saints,  whose  bones 

Ue  scatter'd  on  the  Alpine  mountains  cold ; 

ET*n  them  who  kept  thy  truth  so  pure  ol*  old. 
When  all  our  fathers  worshipped  stocks  and  stones. 
Forget  not ;  in  thy  book  record  their  groans  3 

Who  were  thy  sheep,  and  in  their  ancient  fold 

Slain  by  the  bloody  Piemontese  that  roU'd 
Motiier  with  infant  down  the  rocks.    Their  moans 

The  Tales  redoubled  to  the  hills,  and  they 
To  HeaT'n.    Their  martyr'd  blood  and  ashes  sow  10 

O'er  an  th'  Italian  fields,  where  still  doth  sway 
The  triple  Tyrant ;  that  from  these  may  grow 

A  hundred  fold,  who  having  leam'd  thy  way 
Eariy  may  fly  the  Babylonian  woe. 

XIX. 

ON  BIS   BLINDNESS. 

Whxn  I  consider  how  my  light  is  spent 
Ere  half  my  days,  in  this  dark  world  and  wide. 
And  that  one  talent  which  is  death  to  hide, 

Lodged  with  me  useless,  though  my  soul  more  bent 

To  serve  therewith  my  Maker,  and  present  5 

My  true  account,  lest  he  returning  chide ; 

*  Doth  God  exact  day-labour,  light  deny'd  7' 

I  fondly  ask :  But  Patience,  to  prevent 
That  murmur^  soon  replies,  *  God  doth  not  need 

Either  man's  work  or  his  own  gifts  ;  who  best        10 
Bear  his  mild  yoke,  they  serve  him  best :  his  state 
Is  kingly  ;  thousands  at  his  bidding  speed. 

And  poet  o'er  land  and  ocean  without  rest ; 
They  also  serve  who  only  stand  and  wait.' 

*  The  manacre  in  Piemont  formed  a  part  of  the  fearful  p«ne- 
cntiona  which  the  Vaadoia,  or  Protestants  of  that  country,  tvi' 
fered  from  the  Church  of  Rorae.  An  abatract  of  this  appalUng 
portion  of  modern  church  histonr  may  be  found  in  Dr.  N'Crle^ 
admirable  work  on  the  Reformation  in  Italy,  and  in  Mr.  fflUJe% 
lowney  to  the  Valleys  of  the  Vaudois. 
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XX. 

TO  MH.  LAWBJKNCK.* 

liAwmsMOx,  of  virtuous  father  virtaoua  son. 
Now  that  the  fields  are  dank,  and  ways  are  min« 
Where  shall  we  sometimes  meet>  and  by  the  fire 

Help  waste  a  sullen  day»  what  may  be  won 

Vrom  the  hard  season  gaining  1  time  will  run  9 

On  smoother*  till  Favonius  re-inspire 
The  firosen  earth,  and  clothe  in  fresh)  attire 

The  lily'  and  rose,  that  neither  sow'd  nor  spun. 
What  neat  repast  shall  feast  us,  lig^t  and  choioe 

Of  Attic  taste,  with  wine,  whence  we  miy  rise      11 
To  hear  the  lute  well  touch'd,  or  artful  roice 
Warble  immortal  notes  and  Tuscan  airt 
He  who  of  those  delights  can  judge,  and  spare 

To  interpose  them  oft,  is  not  unwise. 

XXI. 

TO  OYRIAO  SKlNNKR.t 

Cthiac,  whose  grandsire  on  the  royal  bench 
Of  British  Themis,  with  no  mean  applause 
Pronounced,  and  in  his  yolumes  taught,  our  laws. 

Which  others  at  their  bar  so  often  wrench ; 

To-day  deep  thoughts  resolve  with  me  to  drench     fi 
In  mirth,  that  after  no  repenting  draws  ; 
Let  Euclid  rest  and  Archimedes  pause. 

And  what  the  Swede  intends,  and  what  the  French. 
To  measure  life  learn  thou  betimes,  and  luiow 

Toward  solid  good  what  leads  the  nearest  way ;     !• 
For  other  things  mild  Ueav'n  a  time  ordains. 
And  disapproves  that  care,  though  wise  in  show, 

That  with  superfluous  burden  loads  the  day, 

And  when  God  sends  a  cheerful  hour,  refiraim* 

e  Mr,  Lawrence  wss  ton  of  the  president  of 

Cromwell'f  council. 
t  Curiae  Skinner  wm  »  pupU  of  MUloa^ 
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XXII. 

TO  THE  SAMB. 

Ctkuc,  fhis  three  years'  day  tbese  eyes,  tho'  ctear, 
To  outward  riew,  of  blemish  or  of  spot. 
Bereft  of  light,  their  seeing  have  forgot. 

Nor  to  their  idle  orbs  doth  sight  appear 

Of  son,  or  moon,  or  star,  throoghoat  the  year,         S 
Or  man,  or  woman.    Yet  I  argue  not 
Against  Heay'n's  hand  or  will,  nor  bate  a  jot 

Of  heart  or  hope ;  but  still  bear  up  and  steer 
Right  onward.  What  supports  me  ?  dost  thou  ask : 

Hie  conscience.  Friend,  to'  have  lost  them  overply'd 
In  Liberty's  defence,  my  noble  task,  11 

Of  which  all  Europe  rings  from  side  to  side. 
This  thought  might  lead  me  thro'  the  world's  vain 

Content  though  blind,  had  I  no  better  guide,  ''mask 

XXIII. 

ON   HIS   DECEASED  WIPE.* 

Mbthodght  I  saw  my  late-espoused  saint 
Brought  to  me  like  Alcestis  from  the  grave. 
Whom  Jove's  great  son  to  her  glad  husband  gave, 

Rescued  jfrom  death  by  force,  though  pale  and  faint. 

Mine,  as  whom  wash'd  from  spot  of  child-bed  taint 
Purification  in  the  old  law  did  save,  6 

And  such,  as  yet  once  more  I  trust  to  have 

Pull  sight  of  her  in  Heav'n  without  restraint, 
Came  rested  all  in  white,  pure  as  her  mind  : 

Her  face  was  reil'd,  yet  to  my  fancied  sight  10 

Love,  sweetness,  goodness,  in  her  person  shined 

So  clear,  as  in  no  face  with  more  delight. 
But  O,  as  to  embrace  me  she  inclined, 

I  waked,  she  fled,  and  day  brought  back  my  night. 

*  On  kit  deeeattd  wife ,-  hk  wcond  wife,  who  died  »bout  a  year 
after  their  marriafe.— ^/<r»/M  was  kin?  of  Tliessaly,  and  beini; 
on  the  point  ot  death,  was  restored  to  life  bjr  his  wife's  voluntarily 
offerinf  herself  to  Apollo  in  his  steaxl.  Hercules  afterward  sue- 
ceeded  la  retcuio;  her  from  the  shades. 
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PSALM  I. 

<DoBe  into  vene,  M5S>) 

Blbss'd  is  the  man  who  hath  not  walk'd  astrsf 

In  oounsel  of  the  wicked,  and  i'  th'  way 

Of  sinners  hath  not  stood,  and  in  the  seat 

Of  scomcrs  hath  not  sat.    But  in  the  great 

Jehorah's  law  is  ever  his  delight. 

And  in  his  law  he  studies  day  and  night. 

He  shall  be  as  a  tree  which  planted  grows 

By  watery  streaiud,  and  in  his  season  knowv 

To  yield  his  fruit,  and  his  leaf  shall  not  fall. 

And  what  he  takes  in  hand  shall  prosper  all.  10 

Not  so  the  wicked,  but  as  chaff  which  fann'd 

Hie  wind  drives,  so  the  wicked  shall  not  stand 

In  judgment,  or  abide  their  trial  then. 

Nor  sinners  in  th'  assembly  of  just  men. 

For  the  Lord  knows  th'  upright  way  of  the  juatf    Ul 

And  the  way  of  bad  men  to  ruin  must. 

PSALM  II. 

(Done  Augr.  8, 1653.) 
Terzette. 

Wht  do  the  Gentiles  titmnlt,  and  the  nations 

Muse  a  vain  thing,  the  kings  of  th'  earth  npstaad 
With  power,  and  princes  in  their  congregations  -• 

Lay  deep  tlMir  ]riots  together  through  each  land 
Against  the  Lord  and  his  Messiah  dear  f  S 

Let  us  break  off,  say  they,  by  strengdi  of  hand 
Their  bonds,  and  cast  from  us,  no  more  to  wear 

Their  twisted  cords :  he  who  in  Heav'n  doth  dwell 
Shall  laugh,  the  Lord  shall  scoff  them,  then  seTert 

Speak  to  them  in  his  wrath,  and  in  his  fell  10 

And  fierce  ire  trouble  them ;  But  I,  saith  he> 

Anointed  have  my  King  (though  ye  rebel) 
On  Sir.D  my  holy  kill.    A  firm  decree 

I  will  declare ;  the  Lord  to  me  kath 
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Ihaa  art  my  Smt,  I  kftTe  iMgotten  fkee  M 

This  day ;  ask  of  ma,  and  the  grant  k  mada; 
A»  thy  poaaeisioa  I  on  thee  bestow 

Th'  Heathen,  and  as  thy  conquest  to  be  swayed 
Earth's  utmost  bounds;  them  shak  thou  bring  foil  low 

With  iron  sceptre  bruised,  and  them  disperse     9i 
like  to  a  potter's  vessel  shivered  so. 

And  now  be  wise  at  length,  ye  Kings  averse. 
Be  taught  ye  Judges  of  the  earth ;  wiUi  fear 

Jehorah  serve,  and  let  your  joy  conrersa 
With  txembttng ;  kias  the  Son  lest  he  appeair         9S 

In  aBger»  and  ye  perish  in  the  way. 
If  once  his  wrath  take  fire  like  fuel  sere. 

Happy  all  those  who  have  in  him  their  stay. 

PSALM  in. 

(Aaf.a^issa.) 

Wken  he  JUd  /ram  Absalom* 

Lord,  how  many  are  my  foesY 
How  many  those 

That  in  arms  against  me  rise  t 
Many  are  they 
That  of  my  life  distrustfuny  thus  say^  ft 

No  help  for  him  in  God  there  lies. 
But  thou.  Lord,  art  my  shield,  my  glory. 
Thee  through  my  story 

Th'  exalter  of  my  head  I  count ; 
Aloud  I  cried  N 

Unto  Jehovah,  he  full  soon  replied 

And  heard  me  from  his  holy  motmt. 
I  lay  and  slept,  1  waked  again, 
Foray  sustain 

Was  the  Lord.    Of  many  millions  1ft 

The  populous  rout 
1  fear  not,  thongh  encamping  round  about 

They  pitch  a^rainst  me  their  pavilions. 
Rise,  Lord,  save  me,  my  God,  for  thou 
Hast  saM)te  ere  now  9i 

On  the  cheek-bone  all  my  foes. 
Of  men  abhorr'd 
Bast  broke  the  teeth.  This  helj^was  firem  the  Lord; 

Thy  blessing  en  thy  peeplv  ftnrs. 
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CAug.  10^  less.) 

Akswkk  me  when  I  call, 

God  of  my  righteoosneM, 

In  straits  and  in  distress 
Thon  didst  me  disenthral  6 

And  set  at  large ;  now  spare. 

Now  pity  me,  and  hear  my  earnest  prayer. 
Great  ones  how  long  will  ye 

My  glory  hare  in  scorn, 

How  long  be  thus  foreborn 
Still  to  love  vanity,  10 

To  lore,  to  seek,  to  prize 

Things  false  and  vain,  and  nothing  else  but  liesf 
Yet  know,  the  Lord  hath  chose. 

Chose  to  himself  a  part, 

The  good  and  meek,  of  heart,  ft 

(For  whom  to  choose  he  knows) 

Jehovah  from  on  high 

Will  hear  my  voice  what  time  to  him  I  cry. 
Be  awed,  and  do  not  sin. 

Speak  to  yonr  hearts  alone,  SO 

Upon  your  beds,  each  one. 
And  be  at  peace  within. 

Offer  the  offerings  just 

Of  righteousness,  and  in  Jehovah  tmst. 
Many  there  be  that  say  M 

Who  yet  will  shew  us  good  f 

Talking  like  this  world's  brood ; 
But,  Lord,  thus  let  me  pray. 

On  us  lift  up  the  light. 

Lift  up  the  favour  of  thy  oount'nance  bright.      10 
Into  my  heart  more  joy 

And  gladness  thou  bast  pat. 

Than  when  a  year  of  glut 
Their  stores  doth  over-cloy. 

And  from  their  plenteous  grounds  01 

With  vast  increase  their  com  and  wine  aboiuidB. 
In  peace  at  once  will  I 
BoUi  lay  me  down  and  aleepf 
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For  thou  alone  dost  keep 
lie  safe  where'er  1  lie ;  iO 

As  in  a  rocky  cell 
Thou,  Lord,  alone  lu  safety  mak'tt  me  dwdL 


PSALM  y. 

CAuf.  IS,  IfitS.) 

Jbbotah,  to  my  words  give  ear. 

My  meditation  weigh. 
The  Toice  of  my  complaining  hear 

My  God  and  King ;  fpr  unto  thee  I  pray. 
Jehovah,  thou  my  early  Toice  S 

Shalt  in  the  morning  hear, 
I*  th'  morning  I  to  thee  with  choice 

Will  rank  my  prayra,  and  watch  till  thou  appear. 
For  thou  art  not  a  God  that  takes 

In  wickedness  delight.  10 

Eril  with  thee  no  biding  makes. 

Fools  or  bad  men  stand  not  within  thy  sight. 
All  workers  of  iniquity 

Thou  hat'st ;  and  them  unble«t 
Thou  wilt  destroy  that  speak  a  lie  ;  15 

The  bloody'  and  guileful  man  God  doth  detest. 
But  I  will  in  thy  mercies  dear. 

Thy  numerous  mercies,  go 
Into  thy  house  ;  1  in  thy  fear 

WiU  tow'rdc  ^y  holy  temple  worship  low.  SO 

Lord,  lead  me  in  thy  righteousness. 

Lead  me  because  of  those 
That  do  observe  if  I  transgress ; 

Set  thy  ways  right  before,  where  my  step  goes. 
For  in  his  falt'ring  mouth  unstable  S5 

No  word  is  firm  or  sooth ; 
Their  inside,  troubles  miserable ; 

An  open  grave  their  throat,  their  tongue  they 
God,  find  them  guilty,  let  them  fall  [smooth. 

By  their  own  counsels  quell'd ;  M 

Push  them  in  their  rebellions  all 

Still  on ;  for  against  thee  they  have  rebeU'd. 
Then  all  who  trust  in  thee  shall  bring 

Their  joy,  while  thou  from  blame 
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Defend'st  then,  they  shall  ever  sing  M 

And  shall  triumph  in  thee,  who  love  thy  name. 

For  thou,  Jehovah,  wilt  be  found 
To  bless  the  just  man  still, 

As  with  a  shield  thou  wilt  surround 
Him  with  thy  lasting  favour  and  good  will.        40 

PSALM   VL 

(Aug.  IS,  I6S3.> 

Lord,  in  thine  anger  do  not  reprehend  me« 
Nor  in  thy  hot  displeasure  me  correct ; 
Pity  me,  Lord,  for  I  am  much  deject, 

And  very  weak  and  faint ;  h^al  and  amend  me : 

For  all  my  bones  that  ev'n  with  anguish  ache*        9 
Are  troubled,  yea  my  soul  is  troubled  sore. 
And  thou,  O  Lord,  how  longt  turn.  Lord,  restore 

My  soul,  O  save  me  for  thy  g^oodness'  sake  ^ 

For  in  deaA  no  remembrance  is  of  thee ; 
Who  in  the  grave  can  celebrate  thy  praise  t        10 
Wearied  I  am  with  sighing  out  my  days, 

Nightly  my  conch  I  make  a  kind  of  sea  ; 

My  bed  I  water  with  my  tears  ;  mine  eye 
Through  grief  consumes,  is  waxen  old  and  dark 
I'  th'  midst  of  all  mine  enemies  that  mark.         10 

Depcurt  all  ye  that  work  iniquity. 

Depart  ftt)m  me,  for  the  voice  of  my  weeping 
nie  Lord  hath  heard,  the  Lord  hath  heard  my 
My  supplication  with  acceptance  fair  [pray'r^ 

The  Lord  will  own,  and  have  me  in  his  keeping. 

Mine  enemies  shall  be  all  blank  and  dash'd  SO 

With  much  confusion ;  then  g^wn  red  with  shame, 
They  shall  return  in  haste  the  way  they  came. 

And  in  a  moment  shall  be  quite  abash'd. 

PSALM    VU. 

(Auff.  14,  1053.) 

Upa»  the  fvords  of  Cush  the  Benjamlte  agahut  UMh 

LoRU,  my  God,  to  thee  I  fly, 

Sare  me,  and  secure  me  undor 
Thy  pTotecGon  while  I  cry. 

Left  a  lion  (and  no  wonder) 
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He  baate  to  tear  my  foul  Miiiid«>  I 

Taaiing  and  no  reacue  nig^. 
Lord,  my  God,  if  I  hare  thought 

Or  done  this,  if  wickedness 
Be  in  my  hands,  if  I  hare  wnraght 

111  to  him  that  meant  me  peace,  9 

Or  to  him  hare  rendered  less. 
And  not  freed  my  foe  for  nought ; 
Let  th'  enemy  pursue  my  soul 

And  overtake  it,  let  him  tread 
My  life  down  to  the  earth,  and  roll  If 

In  the  dust  my  glory  dead. 

In  the  dost,  and  there  out-spread 
Lodge  it  with  dishonour  fouL 
Rise,  Jehovah,  in  thine  ire. 

Rouse  thyself  amidst  the  rage  M 

Of  my  foes  that  urge  like  fire  ; 

And  wake  for  me,  their  fury'  assuage ; 

Judgment  here  thou  didst  engage 
And  command,  which  1  desire. 
So  th'  assemblies  of  each  nation  U 

Will  surround  thee,  seeking  right. 
Thence  to  thy  glorious  habitation 

Return  on  high  and  in  their  sight. 

Jehovah  judgeth  most  upright 
All  people  from  the  world's  foundation.  M 

Judge  me.  Lord,  be  judge  in  this 

According  to  my  righteousness. 
And  the  innocence  which  is 

Upon  me  :  cause  at  length  to  cease 

Of  evil  men  the  wickedness  9S 

And  their  pow'r  that  do  amiss. 
But  the  Just  establish  fast. 

Since  thou  art  the  just  God  that  tries 
Hearts  and  reins.    On  God  is  cast 

My  defence,  and  in  him  lies,  40 

In  him  who,  both  just  and  wise. 
Saves  th'  upright  of  heart  at  last. 
God  is  a  just  judge  and  severe, 

And  God  is  every  day  offended ; 
If  the  unjust  will  not  forbear,  4B 

His  sword  he  whets,  his  bow  hath  bendtd 
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Atavady,  voA  for  him  intended 
The  UxAb  of  death,  that  waits  him 
(Hia  aiTowa  purposely  made  be 

For  them  that  petMcute.)    Behdd  il 

He  trayels  big  with  Tanity, 
TronUe  he  haA  conceived  of  old 
As  in  a  womb,  and  from  that  mould 
Hath  at  length  brought  forth  a  He. 
He  digg'd  a  pit,  and  delved  it  deep,  fl 

And  fell  into  the  pit  he  made ; 
His  mischief  that  due  ooune  doU&  keep. 
Turns  on  his  head,  and  his  ill  trade 
Of  riolence  will  unde!«y'd 
Fall  on  his  crown  with  rum  steep.  €• 

Then  will  I  Jehovah's  praise 
According  to  his  justice  raise. 
And  sing  the  Name  and  Deity 
Qf  Jehovah  the  Most  High. 

PSALM   VIH. 
(Ayg.  14,  less.) 

0  Jbbovab  our  Lord,  how  wondrous  great 

And  glorious  is  thy  name  through  all  the  earttl 
So  as  above  the  Heav'ns  thy  praise  to  set 

Out  of  the  tender  mouths  of  latest  birth. 
Out  of  the  mouths  of  babes  and  sacUings  thoa       f 

Hast  founded  strength  because  oi  all  thy  foes. 
To  stint  the  enemy,  and  slack  th'  avenger's  brow. 

That  bends  his  rage  thy  providence  to'  tqypose. 
When  I  behold  thy  Heav'ns,  thy  fingers'  art,  0 

The  moon  and  stars  which  thou  so  bright  hast  set 
lo  the  pore  firmament,  then  saith  my  heart, 

O  what  is  man  that  thou  rememb'rest  yet. 
And  think'st  upon  him ;  or  of  man  begot. 

That  him  thou  visit'st,  and  of  him  art  found  f 
Scarce  to  be  less  than  gods,  thou  mad'st  his  lot,     15 

With  honour  and  with  state  thou  hast  him  crown'd. 
O'er  the  woris  of  thy  hand  thou  mad'st  him  Lord, 

Thou  hast  put  all  under  his  lordly  feelt 
AU  flocks,  and  herds,  by  thy  oommandiag  ward* 

All  beasts  that  in  th«  field  or  fonst  Bi«et»  tO 
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Fowl  of  tlw  Heay'iu,  and  fish  tkat  ^rongb  the  wet 
Sea  paths  in  shoals  do  slide,  and  know  no  dearth. 

O  Jehorah  oinr  Lord,  how  wondrous  great 
And  glorious  is  thy  name  through  all  the  eartti  I 


Nine  of  the  Paaima  dene  into  metre,  whereim  all, 
,kttt  what  Istn  a  different  character,  are  the  very 
words  of  the  text,  translated  from  the  or^im€U4 — 
April,  1M8.  J.  M. 

PSALM  LXXX. 

I  Thou  Shepherd  that  dost  Israel  keejt 

Give  ear  in  time  of  need. 
Who  leadest  like  a.  flock  of  sheep 

7*Ajr  loved  Joseph's  seed. 
That  sit'st  between  the  Cherubs  bright,  fi 

Between  their  wings  out-spread. 
Shine  forth*  and  from  thy  cloud  give  li^ht. 

And  on  our  foes  thy  dread, 

%  In  Ephraim's  yiew  and  Benjamin's, 

And  in  Manasse's  sight,  10 

Awake  *  thy  streng^,  come,  and  he  seen  *  Gnerera, 

To  save  us  by  thy  might, 

3  Turn  us  again,  thy  grace  divine 
To  us,  O  God,  vouchsafe  ; 

Cause  4iou  thy  face  on  us  to  shine,  16 

And  then  we  shall  be  safe. 

4  Lord  God  of  Hosts,  how  long  wilt  thou. 
How  long  wilt  thou  declare 

Thy  *  smoking  wrrath,  and  angry  brow  *  Gna^kamta. 
Against  thy  people's  pray'r!  ID 

5  Thou  feed'st  them  with  the  bread  of  tears. 
Their  bread  with  tears  they  eat. 

And  mak'st  them  *  largely  drink  the  tears  *  Shalish, 
Wherewith  their  cheeks  are  wet, 

6  A  strife  thou  mak'st  us  and  a  prey  IS 
To  erery  neighbour  foe, 

Anong  themselves  they  *  laugh,  fbey  *  play. 
And  *  flouts  at  us  they  throw.  *  JUgnagu, 
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4m 

T  Return  us,  and  thy  grace  divine. 

'0  God  of  Hosts,  youchsafe, 

m 

Cause  thou  thy  face  on  us  to  shine* 

And  then  we  shall  be  safe. 

•  A  Tine  from  E^ypt  thou  hast  brought. 

Thy  free  love  made  it  thine. 

And  drov'st  out  nations,  proud  and  haut. 

» 

To  plant  this  lovely  vine. 

9  Thou  didst  jnrepare  for  it  a  placet 

And  root  it  deep  and  fast, 

That  it  began  to  grow  apace. 

And  fiU'd  the  land  at  last. 

40 

10  With  her  green  shade  that  corer'd  dU 

The  hills  were  overspread. 

Her  boughs  as  h^h  as  cedars  tall 

Advanced  their  lofty  head. 

11  Her  branches  on  the  western  side 

4ft 

Down  to  the  sea  she  sent. 

And  uptvard  to  that  river  wide 

Her  other  branches  went. 

IS  Why  hast  thou  laid  her  hedges  low. 

And  broken  down  her  fence, 

50 

That  all  may  pluck  her,  as  they  go. 

With  rudest  violence  f 

13  The  tusked  boar  out  of  the  wood 

Up  turns  it  by  Uie  roots. 

Wild  beasts  there  bronze,  and  make  their  food 

S» 

Her  grapes  and  tender  shoots. 

14  Return  now,  God  of  Hosts,  look  down 

From  Heay'n,  thy  seat  dirine. 

Behold  us,  but  without  a  frown, 

And  visit  this  thy  vine. 

m 

15  Visit  this  vine,  which  thy  right  hand 

Hath  set,  and  planted  long. 

And  the  young  branch,  that  for  thysdf 

Thou  hast  made  firm  and  strong. 

16  But  now  it  is  oonsamed  with  fiv^ 

m 

And  cut  with  axes  down. 

They  perish  at  thy  dreadAil  ifg 

At  lliy  rebuke  and  frown. 

k 
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17  Upon  the  Man  of  thy  Hgrht  hand 

Let  thy  good  hand  be  Md,  IV 

Upon  the  Son  of  nan,  whom  then 
Strong  for  thyself  haat  made. 

18  So  shall  we  not  go  back  from  tfiet 
T\t  maps  of  sin  and  shame. 

Quicken  us  thou,  then  gladfy  wtt  flk 

Shall  call  upon  thy  name. 

18  Return  us,  and  thy  grace  dMne, 

Lord  God  of  Hosts,  vouchsafct 
Cause  thou  thy  face  on  us  to  dhinet 

And  then  we  shall  be  safe.  80 

PSALM  LXXXI 

1  To  God  our  strength  sing  loud,  and  cle&tt 

Sing  loud  to  God  our  King ; 
To  Jacob's  God,  that  aU  may  hear. 

Loud  acclamations  ring. 

t  Prepare  a  hymn,  prepare  a  song,  ft 

The  timbrel  hither  bring. 
The  cheerful  psaltry  bring  along. 

And  harp  with  pleasant  string. 

a  Blow,  as  is  wontt  in  the  new  moon 

With  trumpet's  lofty  sound,  \b 

Th'  appointed  time,  the  day  whereon     ■ 

Our  solemn  feast  comes  round, 

4  This  was  a  statute  given  qf  old 
For  Lnrael  to  observe, 

A  law  of  Jacob's  God,  to  hold,  IS 

From  whence  they  might  not  swerve* 

5  This  he  a  testimony*  ordain'd 
In  Joseph,  not::fo  change. 

When  as  he  pass'd  through  Egypt  land ; 
The  tongue  I  heard  was  strange.  98 

8  From  burden  and  from  slavish  teU 

I  set  his  shoulder  free ; 
His  hands  from  pots  and  mhy  soil 

OeliYor'd  were  by  me. 
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f  When  tnmble  did  thee  sore  wmbSI  M 

On  me  then  didat  thou  call, 
And  I  to  free  thee  did  not/aU, 

And  led  thee  out  of  thratl. 
I  answer'd  thee  *  in  thunder  deep  *  Be  tetktir  r^ptam. 

With  clouds  encompass'd  round ;  M 

I  tried  thee  at  the  water  steep 
Of  Meriba  renown*d, 

•  Hear,  O  my  people,  hearken  weU, 
I  testify  to  thee, 

Thorn  ancient  stock  <ff  Israel,  IB 

If  thou  wilt  list  to  me, 

•  Throughout  the  land  of  thy 
No  alien  g^d  shall  be,  «^ 

Nor  Shalt  thou  to  a  foreign  god 
In  honour  bend  thy  knee.  4B 

M  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God  which  brooglit 

Thee  out  of  Eg^ypt  land  ; 
Ask  larg^  enough,  and  I,  besought ^ 

Will  grant  thy  full  demand. 

II  And  yet  my  people  would  not  Aeor  4B 
Nor  hearken  to  my  voice  ; 

And  Israel,  whom  I  loved  so  dear, 
Misliked  me  for  his  choice. 

12  Then  did  I  leave  them  to  their  will. 

And  to  their  wand'ring  mind ;  fO 

Their  own  conceits  thoy  follow 'd  still. 
Their  own  devices  blind. 

13  O  that  my  people  would  be  wise. 
To  serve  me  all  their  days. 

And  O  that  Israel  would  advise  10 

To  walk  my  righteous  ways  I 

14  Then  would  I  soon  bring  down  their  to9h 
That  now  so  proudly  rise. 

And  turn  my  hand  against  aU  those 
That  are  their  enemies.  00 

15  Who  hate  the  Lord  should  tften  be  fain 
To  bow  to  him  and  bend, 

But  they,  his  people,  should  remain. 
Their  time  ^oold  have  no  end 
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If  And  he  would  feed  ti»em  /rom  the  shfOdt  41 

Witii  fluor  of  finest  wheat* 
And  satufy  them  firom  die  rock 

With  honey /or  their  meat. 

PSALM  LXXXII 

1  God  in  the  *  great  assembly  stands  *  JSagno' 

Of  kings  and  lordly  states,  dath-eL 

*  Among  the  gods,  *  on  both  his  hands  *  Bekerev> 
He  jttdg^  and  debates. 

f  How  long  will  ye  *  pervert  the  right  *  THshphetu 
With  *  judgpnent  false  and  wrong,  {gnaveL 

Favouring  the  wicked  by  your  might, 
Who  thence  grow  bold  and  strong  f 

a  *  Regard  the  *  weak  and  fatherless, 

*  Dispatch  the  *  poor  man's  cause,  *  Shiphtu-dal. 
And  f  raise  the  man  in  deep  distress,  11 

By  1  just  and  equal  laws.  f  Hatitdiku, 

4  Defend  the  poor  and  desolate, 

And  rescue  from  the  hands 
Of  wicked  men  the  low  estate  \S 

Of  him  that  help  demands, 

6  They  know  not,  nor  will  understand, 
In  darkness  they  walk  on. 

The  earth's  foundations  all  are  *  moved, 
And  *  out  of  order  gone.  *  Jlmmotu, 

0  I  said  that  ye  were  Gods,  yea  all  21 
The  sons  of  Cod  most  high  ; 

7  But  ye  shall  die  like  men,  and  fall 
As  other  princes  die. 

8  Rise  God,  *  judge  thou  the  earth  in  migh%  IS 
This  wicked  earth  *  redress,  *  ShifhUu 

For  thou  art  he  who  shalt  by  right 
The  nations  all  possess. 

PSALM  LXXXin. 

1  Bb  not  thou  silent  now  at  length, 
O  God,  hold  not  thy  peace. 

Sit  thou  not  still,  O  God  of  strength^ 
We  erp  and  do  not  cease* 


I 
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4(30 

S  For  lo !  tky/uriotts  foes  now  *  swell* 

s 

And  *  storm  outrageously*                   * 

JehemtQun, 

And  they  that  hate  thee  proud  and  fell 

Exalt  their  heads  fuU  high. 

3  Against  thy  people  they  *  contrive    * 

Jagnarinm. 

t  Their  plots  and  counsels  deep, 

fSod. 

*  Them  to  ensnare  they  chiefly  strive  *Jirthiit^pnaUu  gn»U 

t  Whom  thou  dost  hide  and  keep,     t  Txphuneka 

4  Come  let  us  cut  them  off,  say  they. 

Till  they  no  nation  be, 

That  Israel's  name  for  ever  may 

15 

Be  lost  in  memory. 

A  For  they  consult  *  with  all  their  might, 

•Lev  Jack 

And  all  as  X)ne  in  mind, 

[dMU 

Themselves  against  thee  they  unite. 

And  in  firm  union  bind. 

fO 

0  The  tents  of  Edom,  and  the  brood 

Of  scornful  Ishmael, 

Ifoab,  with  them  of  Hagar's  blood. 

That  in  the  desert  divell. 

7  Gebal  and  Ammon  there  conspire. 

ftS 

And  hateful  Amalec, 

The  Philistines,  and  they  of  Tyre, 

Whose  bounds  the  sea  doth  check. 

8  With  them  great  Ashur  also  bands. 

And  doth  confirm  the  knot: 

SO       ' 

All  these  have  lent  their  armed  hands 

To  aid  the  sons  of  Lot. 

9  Do  to  them  as  to  Midian  bold. 

That  wasted  all  the  coast. 

To  Sisera,  and  as  is  told 

M 

Thou  didst  to  Jabin's  host. 

When  at  the  brook  of  Kishon  old 

They  were  repulsed  and  slain. 

10  At  Endor  quite  cut  off,  and  roll'd 

As  dung  upon  the  plain. 

m , 

11  As  Zeb  and  Oreb  evil  sped. 

So  let  their  princes  speed. 

As  Zeba  and  Zalmunna  bledi 

8o  let  their  princes  bleed  i 

Yt 

• 

1 
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It  For  thejf  amUdst  their  jnide  hare  nid,  49 

By  right  now  shall  we  teise 
God'a  honsea,  and  ufUl  now  invade 

t  Their  stetely  palacea.  f  Neoth  EloMm  bean  hoflu 

13  My  God,  oh  make  them  as  a  wheel, 

No  quiet  let  themjind,  M 

Giddy  and  restless  let  them  reel 

Like  stabble  from  the  wind. 

4  As  when  an  t^^ed  wood  takes  fire 

Whtch  on  a  sudden  strays, 
The  greedy  flames  ran  higher  and  higher,  05 

Till  all  the  mountains  blaze, 

15  So  with  thy  whirlwind  them  pursue. 
And  witb  thy  tempest  chase ; 

16  *  And,  till  they  t  yield  thee  honour  dae» 

Lord,  fill  with  shame  their  face.  00 

f  Heb.  Tfiey  seek  thy  Name, 

17  Ashamed  and  troubled  let  them  be^ 
Troubled,  and  shamed  for  ever. 

Ever  confounded,  and  so  die 
With  shame,  and  *scape  it  never, 

18  Then  shall  they  know  that  thou,  whose  name  05 
Jehovah  is  alone, 

Art  the  Most  High,  and  thou  the  same 
O'er  all  the  earth  art  one. 

PSALM  LXXXIV. 

1  How  lovely  are  thy  dwellings  fair! 

O  Lord  of  Hosts,  how  dear 
The  pleasant  tabernacles  are, 

fVhere  thou  dost  dwell  so  near  I 

%  My  soul  doth  long  and  almost  die 

Thy  courts  O  Lord  to  see. 
My  heart  and  fleHh  aloud  do  cry, 

O  living  God,  for  thee. 

S  There  ev'n  the  sparrow /reed /row  wrong 
Hath  found  a  house  of  restt  10 

The  swallow  there,  to  lay  her  young. 
Hath  built  her  brooding  nest. 
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KT*n  by  thy  altars.  Lord  of  Hosti. 

7%eyfind  their  safe  abode. 
And  hwne  they  fiy  from  round  the  coaUt  If 

Tow'rd  thee,  my  King,  my  God. 

4  Happy,  who  in  thy  house  reside. 

Where  thee  they  ever  praise, 
ff  Happy,  whose  strength  in  thee  doth  bide. 

And  in  their  hearts  thy  ways.  M 

a  They  pass  through  Baca's  thbrsty  wafe. 

That  dry  and  barren  ground. 
As  through  a  fruitful  watery  dale 

Where  springs  and  show'rs  abound* 

7  They  journey  on  firom  strength  to  strength         39 
With  joy  and  gladsome  cheer, 

THU  all  before  our  God  at  length 
In  Sion  do  appear. 

8  Lord  God  of  Hosts,  hear  now  my  prayVf 

O  Jacob's  God,  g^ve  ear,  SO 

9  Thou  God,  our  shield,  look,  on  the  face 
Of  thy  anointed  dear. 

10  For  one  day  in  thy  courts  to  be 
Is  better,  and  more  blest. 

Than  in  the  Joys  of  vanity  S5 

A  thousand  days  at  best, 
I,  in  the  temple  of  my  God 

Had  rather  keep  a  door. 
Than  dwell  in  tents,  and  rich  abode. 

With  sin /or  evermore.  40 

11  For  God  the  Lord,  both  sun  and  shield* 
Gives  grace  and  glory  bright. 

No  good  from  them  shall  be  withheld 
Whose  ways  are  just  and  right. 

12  Urd  God  of  Hosts,  that  reign*st  •»  k4gh,         «S 

That  man  is  truly  blest. 
Who  only  on  thee  doth  rely« 
And  in  thee  only 
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PSALM  LXXXr 

1  Tht  land  to  favour  graciously 

Thou  bant  not,  Lord,  been  slack 
Thou  hast  from  liard  captivity 

Returned  Jacob  back. 

t  Th'  iniquity  thou  didst  forgive  9 

That  wrought  thy  people  woe. 
And  all  their  sin,  that  did  thee  grieve. 

Hast  hid  where  none  shall  know, 

t  Thine  anger  all  thou  hadst  remoTed* 

And  calmly  didst  return  10 

From  thy  -t  fierce  wrath  which  we  had  proved 

Far  worse  than  fire  to  bum. 

t  Ueb.  The  burning  heat  of  thy  wrath* 

4  God  of  our  saving  health  and  peace« 

Turn  us,  and  us  restore. 
Thine  indignation  cause  to  cease  15 

Tow'rds  us,  and  chide  no  more. 

fi  Wilt  thou  be  angry  without  endj 

For  ever  angry  thus. 
Wilt  thou  thy  frowning  ire  extend 

From  age  to  age  on  us  t  20 

6  Wilt  thou  not  *  turn,  and  hear  our  voice. 

And  us  again  *  revive,  *  Heb.  Turn  to  quicken  u$. 
That  so  thy  people  may  rejoice 
By  thee  preserved  alive  t 

7  Cause  us  to  see  thy  goodness,  Lord^  90 
To  us  thy  mercy  shew. 

Thy  saving  health  to  us  afford, 
And  life  in  us  renew. 

B  And  now  what  God  the  Lord  will  speak, 

I  will  go  straight  and  hear,  M 

For  to  his  people  he  speaks  peace. 

And  to  his  saints /u//  dear. 
To  his  dear  saints  he  will  speak  peace ; 

But  let  them  never  more 
Return  to  folly,  but  surcease  ^ 

7%  trespass  as  before. 
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9  Sorely  to  mush  as  do  him  fear 
Salvation  is  at  hand. 
And  glory  shall  ere  leng  appem' 
To  dwell  within  our  land.  4t 

10  Mercy  and  truth  that  iong  were  mits*d 

Now  joyfully  are  met. 
Sweet  Peace  and  Righteonsness  hare  kiai'dj 
And  hand  in  hand  are  set. 

11  Trath  from  the  earth.  Wee  to  a  flower^  4S 

Shall  hud  and  hlossom  then. 
And  Justice  from  her  heavenly  bower 
Look  down  on  mortal  men. 

IS  The  Lord  will  also  then  bestow 

Whatever  thing  is  good,  M 

Our  land  shall  forth  in  plenty  throw 
Her  firuits  to  be  our  food. 

IS  Before  him  Righteousness  shall  go. 
His  royal  harbinger. 
Then*  will  he  come,  and  not  be  stow,  flf 

His  footsteps  cannot  err. 

PSALM  LXXXVI. 

1  Tbt  gracious  ear,  O  Lord,  incline, 

0  hear  me  /  thee  fray. 

For  I  am  poor,  and  almost  pine 
With  need,  and  sad  decay, 

S  Preserve  my  soul,  for  f  I  have  trod  8 

Thy  ways,  and  love  the  just ; 
Save  thou  thy  servant,  O  my  Oodf 
Who  still  in  thee  doth  trust. 

t  Pity  me.  Lord,  for  daily  thee 

1  call ;  4.  O  make  rejoice  19 
Thy  servant's  soul ;  for,  Lordj  to  fliee 

I  lift  my  soul  and  voice. 

•  Helk.  H*  wiUteikiM$UMUth»wmf, 
9  Hsb.  I  am  good,  loving,  m  doer  0ff99d  end  My  tkbig$» 
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S  For  tboa  art  good,  thoa  Loara  art 
To  pardon,  thou  to  all 
Art  fiill  of  mercy,  thou  al4me  If 

To  them  that  on  thee  calL 

0  Unto  my  supplication,  Lord» 
Gtre  ear,  and  to  the  cry 
Of  my  incessant  prayers  afford 
Thy  hearing  graciously.  W 

7  I  in  the  day  of  my  distress 

Will  call  on  thee  for  aid; 
For  thou  wilt  grant  me  free  aectM^ 
And  answer  what  J  prayed. 

8  like  thee  among  the  gods  is  nonoa  98 

0  Lord,  nor  any  works 

Of  all  that  other  gods  fuive  done 
Like  to  thy  glorious  works. 

9  The  nations  all  whom  thou  hast  mad* 

Shall  come,  and  all  shall  frame  If 

To  bow  them  low  before  thee,  Lord« 
And  glorify  thy  name. 

tt  For  great  thoa  art,  and  wonders  great 
By  thy  strong  hand  are  done. 
Thou  III  thy  everlasting  seat  19 

Remainest  God  alone. 

11  Teach  me,  O  Lord,  thy  way  most  right, 

1  in  thy  truth  will  bide. 

To  fear  thy  name  my  heart  imite, 
So  shaU  it  never  slide.  4A 

IS  Thee  will  I  praise,  O  Lord  my  God, 
TThee  honour  and  adore 
With  my  whole  heart,  and  blase  abroad 
Thy  name  for  evermore. 

It  For  great  thy  mercy  is  toward  me>  4S 

And  thou  hast  freed  my  soul. 
Even  from  the  lowest  Hell  set  free. 
From  deepest  darkness  fouL 

14  O  God,  the  proud  against  me  rise^ 

And  violent  men  are  met  if 

To  seek  my  life,  and  in  their  eyes 
No  fear  of  thee  have  set. 
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If  Bnt  iSbaa,  Lord,  art  tiie  God  most  ndUJ* 
Readiest  thy  grace  to  shew. 
Slow  to  be  angry»  and  art  HJfled  51 

Most  xnercifoly  most  tme. 

16  O  turn  to  me  thy  face  at  iength. 
And  me  have  mercy  on. 

Unto  thy  servant  giro  thy  ttrength. 
And  save  thy  handmaid's  son.  W 

17  Some  sign  of  good  to  me  aflbrd* 
And  let  my  foes  then  see* 

And  be  ashamed,  because  thoa  Lord 
Dost  help  and  comfort  me. 

PSALM  LXXXVII. 

1  Among  the  holy  mountains  high 
Is  his  foundation  fast. 
Inhere  seated  is  his  sanctuary. 
His  temple  there  is  placed, 

5  Rion's  fair  gates  the  Lord  lores  mora  • 

Than  all  the  dwellings  fair 
Of  Jacob's  land,  though  there  be  stare. 
And  all  within  his  care. 

8  City  of  God,  most  glorious  things 

Of  thee  abroad  are  spoke ;  If 

mention  Egypt,  where  proud  king* 
Did  our  forgathers  yoke. 

4  I  mention  Babel  to  my  friends, 
Philistia  full  of  scorn. 
And  Tyre  with  Ethiops*  utmost  ends.  If 

Lo  this  man  there  was  bom  t 

6  But  twice  that  praise  shall  in  our 

Be  said  of  Sion  last. 
This  and  this  man  was  bom  In  her. 
High  God  shall  fix  her  fast. 

6  The  Lord  shall  write  it  in  a  scroll 
That  ne'er  shall  be  ou^wom, 
When  he  the  nations  doth  inndl, 
lliat  tliia  maa  a«ra -was  bom. 


7  Bolb  fhey  who  «iiigr#  uiA  Oiey  wbD  daBe«,      H 

In  thee  /renfc  6rM4c«  4ni4  «iq(I  ilmnM  f  IcfM^ 
And  all  my  foantaint  «<0«r. 

PSALM  LXXXriII. 

1  Lomo  Ood«  then  doet  me  Mre  and  keep. 
All  day  to  thee  I  ory ;  • 

.4nd  all  night  long  before  thee  weep. 
Before  thee  prostrate  tte. 

S  Into  thy  preaence  let  my  prayer  f 

WUh  sighs  dewmt  ascend. 
And  to  my  cries  that  ceaseless  are. 
Thine  ear  with  favour  bend. 

S  For  cloy'd  with  woea  and  troable  atore 

Surcharged  my  soul  doth  lie*  &t 

My  life  at  death's  uncheerful  door 
Unto  the  grave  drawa  nigh. 

f  Reclcon'd  I  am  with  them  that  paaa 
Down  to  the  dismal  pit ; 
I  am  a  *  man,  but  weak,  alas,  IS 

And  for  that  name  unfit. 

5  From  life  discharged  and  parted  quite 

Among  the  dead  to  sleep. 
And  lilLe  the  slain  in  bloody  fight 

That  in  the  grrave  lie  deep,  M 

Whom  thou  rememberest  no  more. 

Dost  never  more  regard. 
Them  from  thy  hand  deliver'd  o'er. 

Death* 9  hideous  house  hath  barr'd, 

6  Thou  in  the  lowest  pit  profound  SS 

Hast  set  me  all  forlorn. 
Where  thickest  darkness  hovers  round. 
In  horrid  deeps  to  mourn* 

7  Thy  wrath,  from  which  no  shelter  savee. 

Fall  sore  doth  press  on  me  ;  )• 

fThoQ  break'st  upon  me  all  thy  wavea, 
t  And  all  thy  waves  break  me. 

t  rA«  i7«6.  bean  bo&. 


// 
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t  Thoa  do0t  my  friends  frnm  me  astmgt. 
And  mak'sit  me  odious. 
Me  to  them  odious,  for  thep  change,  99 

And  I  here  pent  up  thus. 

9  Through  sorrow,  and  affliction  great. 

Mine  eyes  grow  dim  and  dead. 
Lord,  all  the  day  I  thee  entreaty 
My  bands  to  thee  I  spread.  4i 

10  Wilt  thou  do  wonders  on  the  deadt 

Shall  the  deceased  arise, 
And  praise  thee  from  their  loathsome  bed 
WUh  pale  and  hollow  egesf 

11  Shall  they  thy  loving  kindness  tell  4S 

On  whom  tiie  grave  hath  hold  t 
Or  they  who  in  perdition  dweU, 
Thy  faithfulness  unfold  t 

15  In  darkness  can  thy  mighty  hand 

Or  wondrous  acts  be  knoMm  %  M 

Thy  justice  in  the  gloomy  land 
Of  dark  oblivion  t 

13  But  I  to  thee,  O  Lord,  do  cry, 

Ere  yet  my  life  be  spent. 
And  up  to  thee  my  pray'r  doth  hie  M 

Each  mom,  and  thee  prevent. 

14  Why  wilt  thou.  Lord,  my  soul  forsake. 

And  hide  thy  face  from  me ; 

16  That  am  already  bruised,  and  *  shake 

With  terror  sent  from  thee  ?  41 

Bruised,  and  afflicted,  and  so  low 

As  ready  to  expire. 
While  I  thy  terrors  undergo 

Astonish'd  with  thine  ire. 

10  Thy  fierce  wrath  over  me  doth  flow,  09 

Thy  threat'nings  out  me  through  t 

17  All  day  they  round  alxrat  me  fgo. 

Like  waves  they  mx  pursue. 
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18  Lorer  and  friend  thou  bait  reBMyred« 

And  lerered  from  ma  Hx :  7f 

They /l]f  mte  now  whom  I  have  loTad, 
And  as  in  darknaaa  are* 


A  PARAPHRASE  ON  PSALM  CXIY. 

TUt  and  the  following  Psalm  were  done  bg  the 
Author  at  fifteen  years  old. 

Whsm  the  blest  seed  of  Terab's  faithful  son 
After  long  toil  their  liberty  had  won. 
And  past  from  Pharian  fields  to  Canaan  land. 
Led  by  the  strength  of  the  Almighty's  hand, 
Jehovah's  wonders  were  in  Israel  shewn,  8 

His  praise  and  glory  was  in  Israel  known. 
That  saw  the  troubled  sea,  and  shirering  fled. 
And  sought  to  hide  his  froth-becnrled  head 
Low  In  the  earth ;  Jordan's  dear  streams  recoil, 
As  a  faint  host  tiiat  bath  receired  the  foil.  19 

The  high,  bug^-bellied  mountains  sldp  like  rams 
Amongst  their  ewes,  the  little  hills  like  lambs. 
Why  fled  the  ocean  Y  and  why  skipt  the  mountains? 
Why  turned  Jordan  tow'rd  his  crystal  fountains  t 
Shake,  earth,  and  at  the  presence  be  aghast  IS 

Of  Him  that  ever  was,  and  ay  shall  last ; 
That  glassy  floods  from  rug^d  rocks  can  crush. 
And  make  soft  rills  from  fiery  flint-stones  gush* 


PSALM  CXXXVL 

LxT  us  with  a  gladsome  mind 
Praise  the  Lord,  for  he  is  kind ; 

For  his  mercies  ay  endure, 

Erer  faithful,  ever  sure. 

Let  us  blaze  his  name  abroad. 
For  of  gods  he  is  the  God ; 
For  his,  &c. 

O,  let  us  his  praises  tell. 
Who  doth  the  wrathful  tyrants  ipaSk  ; 
For  his,  &C. 
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Who  with  Us  miracles  doth  make 
Amazed  Heay'n  and  Earfh  to  shake  { 
For  his,  &c. 

Who  by  his  wisdom  did  create 
The  painted  Hear'ns  so  foil  of  state ; 
For  his«  &c.  ff 

Who  did  the  solid  Earth  ordaia 
To  rise  above  the  watery  plain  ; 
For  his,  &c. 

Who  by  his  all-commanding  might 
Did  fill  the  new-made  world  with  lightf 
For  his,  &c 

And  caused  the  golden-tressed  sua 
All  the  day  long  his  course  to  run  ;  M 

For  his,  &c. 

The  homed  moon  to  shine  by  night. 
Amongst  her  spangled  sisters  bright ; 
For  his,  &c 

He  with  his  thunder-clasping  hand 
Smote  the  first-bom  of  £^:y]yt  land ; 
For  his,  &c  ^ 

And  in  despite  of  Pharaoh  fell. 
He  brought  from  thence  his  Israel 
For  his,  &c. 

The  ruddy  wares  he  cleft  in  twain 
Of  the  Erythzvean  main ; 
For  his,  &o. 

The  floods  stood  still  like  walls  of  ^am,  m 

While  the  Hebrew  bands  did  pass; 
For  his,  &c 

But  full  soon  they  did  derour 
rhe  taway  king  with  all  his  power; 
For  his,  ftc 

His  chosen  people  he  did  UeM 
In  the  wasteful  wilderaeas* 
For  his,  Ae. 
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In  bloody  battle  be  brought  d«tni 
Kings  of  prowew  and  renown; 
For  bis,  ftc. 

He  fDird  bold  Seon  and  Us  hMt, 
Tbat  ruled  the  Amorrean  coast; 
For  his,  dec. 

And  large-limb'd  Og  he  did  nibdi«« 
With  all  his  oyer-hardy  crew; 
For  his,  &c. 

And  to  bit  servant  Israel 
He  gvre  their  land  therein  to  dwoU; 
For  his,  &c. 

He  hath  with  a  piteous  ey« 
«      Beheld  us  in  our  misery ; 
For  his,  Are. 

And  freed  as  from  our  slaTery 
Of  the  invading  enemy ; 
For  his,  &c. 

All  living  creatores  he  doth  feed» 
And  with  full  hand  supplies  their  need  ; 
For  his,  &c. 

Let  us  therefore  warble  forth 
His  mighty  majesty  and  worth ; 
For  his,  &c. 

That  bis  mauAicm  hath  on  high 
Above  the  reach  of  mortal  eye; 

For  his  mercies  ay  ettdur«« 

Kver  laithful,  evar  ■«•. 
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JOANNIS   MILTONI 

LONDINENSIS 

POEMATA. 

Quonmi  plerague  intra  Annum  JEtaiU 
Vigeslmum  conscripsit. 


tLsD  qnsB  sequnntor  de  Anthore  testimonia,  tameta 
ipse  intelligebat  non  tarn  de  le  qnam  snpra  se  ewe 
dicta,  eo  qaod  pneclaro  ingenio  yiri,  nee  non  amiei 
ita  fere  soient  laudare»  at  omnia  euis  potim  Tirtiiti<9 
bos,  qaam  veritati  congmentia  nimia  cnpide  affin- 
gant,  noloit  tamen  honun  egregiam  in  se  yolnntatem 
.    non  esse  notam ;  cum  alii  pnesertim  at  id  faceret 

-  magnopere  suaderent.  Dum  enim  ntmia  laadie 
invidiam  totis  ab  se  yiribus  amolitar,  sibiqne  qaod 
plus  aeqao  est  non  attribatam  esse  mavalt,  jadiciam 
interim  hominum  cordatorum  atque  illustrinm  qnin 
summo  sibi  honori  ducat,  negare  non  potest. 

Joannes  Baptista  Mansus,  MarcMo  ViUensis,  Neom 
politanus,  ad  Joannem  Miltonium  Anghim, 

Ut  mens,  forma,  decor,  facies,  mos,  si  pietas  sic, 
Non  Anglus,  yeriim  herde  Angelas  ipse  fores. 

Ad  Joannem  MUtonem  Anglum  tripUci  poeseos  lau' 
rea  coronandum,  Graca  nimirum,  Latina,  atgm 
Hetrusca,  epigramma  Joannis  SatsiUi  MomanL 

CsDX  Meles,  cedat  depressa  Mincius  orna ; 

Sebetus  Tassam  desinat  asque  loqai : 
At  Thamesis  victor  cunctis  ferat  altior  nndas. 

Nun  per  te,  MiltOj  par  tribas  anas  erit. 

Ad  Joannem  MUtonuau 

OwiMCik  MsBonidem,  jaetet  sibi  Roma  Maronem, 
Anglia  Miltonam  jaetat  otriqae  parem. 

SelrafBl 


DB  AUTHORS  TESTIMONLL 
At  SipOm-  Glo.  MUtatU  nobUe  IngUm^ 

ODS. 

Bbgimi  all'  Etra  6  Clio 
Perche  di  stelle  intreceierft  cotona 

N<m  pidi  del  Biondo  Dio 
La  Fronde  etema  in  Pindo,  •  in  Slioona* 

Diensi  a  merto  maggior,  maggiofi  i  ft^fit         ■ 
A'  celeste  Tirtii  celesti  pregi* 
Non  pao  del  tempo  edace 
Rimaner  preda,  etemo  alto  ralore 

Non  pao  V  oblio  rapace 
Furar  dalle  memorie  eccelao  onore»  It 

^      Su  1*  arco  di  mia  cetra  nn  dardo  forte 
Yirtd  m'adatti,  e  ferirft  la  morte. 
Del  Ocean  profondo 
Cinta  dagli  ampi  gorgbi  AngHa  resiede 

Separata  dal  mondo,  M 

Ferfr  che  11  suo  yalor  I'omana  eccede : 
.  Qneata  feconda  si  prodorre  Eroi, 

Ch'  hanno  a  ragion  del  sormman  tra  vxA* 
Alia  yirtA  sbandita 
Danno  ne  i  petti  lor  fido  ricetto,  St 

Qoella  gli  h  sol  gradita, 
Perche  in  lei  san  trovar  gioia,  e  diletto ; 
Ridillo  tu,  Gioranni,  e  mostra  in  tanto 
Con  taa  vera  rirtd,  rero  il  mio  Canto. 

Lnngi  dal  Patrio  lido  S5 

Sptnse  Zeusi  V  indiutre  ardente  brama ; 

Ch'  odio  d'  Helena  U  grido 
Con  anrea  tromba  rimbombar  la  famay 
E  per  poterla  effigiare  al  paro 
DiJle  pidi  belle  Idee  trasse  il  pi&  raio.  8t 

Cosi  I'Ape  Ing^gnosa 
Trae  con  indnstria  il  suo  liquor  pregiato 

Dal  giglio  e  dalla  rosa, 
B  quanti  vaghi  fieri  omano  il  prato ; 

Formano  nn  dolce  suon  diverse  Gh<nrde»  M 

Fan  yarie  rod  melodia  Concorde. 
Di  bella  gloria  amenta 
Ifilton  dal  Ciel  natio  per  rarie  parti 
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Le  pereg^rine  piante 
Yolgesti  a  ricercar  8cieiue»  ed  arti  ;  40 

Del  GaUo  regnator  yedeati  i  Bsg;td, 
E  dell'  Italia  ancor  gP  Erd  pin  degni. 
Fabro  quasi  dirino 
Sol  Tirtii  rintracciando  il  too  peiudezo 

Vide  in  ogni  confino  4S 

Chi^  nobil  ralor  caica  il  sentiero; 
L'  ottimo  dal  migUor  dopo  tceglie* 
Per  fabbricar  d'  ogni  rirtd  V  Idea. 
Qoanti  naequero  in  Flora 
O  in  lei  del  parlar  Tosco  appreser  1'  arte*  M 

La  coi  memorio  onora 
n  mondo  fatta  etema  in  dotte  carte* 
Volesti  ricercar  per  too  tes<Hro» 
E  parlasti  con  lor  nell'  opre  koro. 
Nell'  altera  BabeDe  W 

Per  te  il  parlar  confuse  Giove  in  rtaxo, 

Che  per  yarie  Cavelle 
Di  se  stossa  trofeo  cadde  snl  piano : 

Ch'  Ode  oltr*  all  Anglia  il  suo  pin  degno  IdioBM 
Spagna>  Francia,  Toscana>  e  Orecia  e  Ronuu  W 
I  pin  profondi  arcani 
Ch'  occnite  la  natura  e  in  cielo  e  in  terra 

Ch'  4  Ingeg^  soymmani 
Troppo  avaro  tal'  hor  gli  chinde,  e  serra^ 

Chiaromente  oonoeci,  e  giungi  al  fine  M 

DeUa  moral  yirtnde  al  gran  confine* 
Non  batta  il  Tempo  Tale, 
Fermisi  immoto,  e  in  un  fermin  si  gl'  anni» 

Che  di  yirtA  immortele 
Scorron  di  troppo  ingiuriosi  a  i  danni  ;  f% 

Che  s'opre  dftg^e  di  Poema  o  storia 
Furon  g^a,  Iliai  present!  alia  memoria* 
Dammi  tua  doloe  Cetra 
Se  yuoi  ch*  io  dica  del  tuo  dolce  canto» 

Ch'  inalxandoti  all'  Etra  If 

Di  farti  huomo  celeste  ottiene  il  yanto» 
In  Tamigi  il  dira  che  gl'  e  concesso 
Per  te  too  eigne  parreggiar  Pennean* 
Io  cbe  in  xiya  del  Amo 
Tento  spiegar  too  merto  alto,  e  pireclan  W 
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So  che  fatico  indamo, 
B  ad  ammirar,  no&  a  lodarlo  impaxo ; 

Freno  dusiqiie  la  lingoa,  e  aeooltD  il  cote 
Che  ti  preade  ft  lodar  con  lo  stapora. 

Del  Sig.  Antonio  Francini  gentOlniomo 

FUnentiao 

JOANNI  MILTONI 

LOlCDINXmi. 

JnTeni  patria,  Tirtatilnu  eximio, 

YiBo  qui  mnlta  peregrinatkme,  stadia  cnncta  orUa 
terranun  loca  penpexit*  nt  noviu  Ulyasea  omnia 
ubique  ab  omnibuf  apprehenderet : 

Pdlyglotto.  in  eojxu  ore  lingoBB  jam  deperditn  ric  re- 
TiTiMiint,  at  idiomata  omnia  nnt  in  cgne  laadibne 
infacnnda :  et  jure  ea  percallet,  at  admirationee  et 
plaoBos  populonun  ab  propria  saj^entia  excitatoe 
Intelligat: 

UK,  eajoe  animi  dotes  corporiflqae  lensas  ad  admira- 
tionem  commorent,  et  per  ipsam  motom  Goiqoe 
auferant;  cujos  opera  ad  plausns  hortantor,  sed 
Tenostate  Tocem  laudatoribns  adimunt. 

Cni  in  memoria  totus  orbis ;  in  intellecta  eapientia ; 
in  Toluntate  ardor  glorias ;  in  ore  eloqaentia ;  har- 
monicoe  coelestiiim  sphsBrarom  sonitos  astronomia 
dace  audienti ;  characteres  mirabilium  natone  per 
qnos  Dei  magrnitado  describitur  magistra  i^iloao- 
phia  legenti ;  antiquitatom  latelnras,  retostatis  ex- 
cidia»  eruditiionis  ambages,  comite  assidaa  aatoniBi 
lectionoy 

ExqulrentI,  restanrantl,  percnrrentL 
At  car  nitoi  in  arduum  I 

nil  in  cujos  virtatibus  erulgrandis  ora  Famn  non  saf- 
fidant,  nee  hominom  stupor  in  laudandis  satis  est» 
reverentiae  et  amoris  ergo  hoc  ^us  mentis  debitom 
idmirationis  tributom  offert  Garolus  Deodataa  Pa^ 
trioius  Florentinus, 

TsBto  honlni  lenmg,  tsntae  Tirt^tl*  uaUae 


ELEGIARUM  LIBER. 


Elegia  Prima,  ad  Carolum  Deodatwm, 

TiHDSM,  chare,  tiue  mihi  perrenere  tabellaB« 

Pertnlit  et  roces  nancia  charta  tuas ; 
Pertnlit  occidoft  Devaa  Cestrenris  ab  ork 

VergiTiiun  prono  qtt&  petit  amne  salom. 
Midtikm,  crede,  jurat  terras  aloisse  remotaa  f 

Pectus  amans  nostri,  tamque  fidele  caput, 
Qnodque  mihi  lepidum  tellus  longinqoa  sodalem 

Debet,  at  unde  breri  reddere  jussa  relit. 
Me  tenet  urbe  reflu&  quam  Thamesis  allnit  imdi, 

Meque  nee  inTitum  patria  dulds  habet.  )• 

Jam  nee  amndiferum  mihi  cnra  rerisere  Gamoa, 

Nee  dudiun  retiti  me  laris  angit  amor. 
Nnda  neo  arra  placent,  umbrasque  negantia  rnoUes, 

Qaj^  male  Phoebicolis  convenit  ille  locus ! 
Nee  duri  libet  usque  minas  perferre  magistri         M 

CflBteraque  ingenio  non  subeunda  meo. 
Si  sit  hoc  exilium  patrios  adiisse  penates, 

Et  racnum  curis  otia  grata  sequi, 
Non  ego  rel  profit  nomen,  sortemre  reemo, 

Lsetus  et  exilii  conditione  firuor.  SO 

O  utinam  rates  nunquam  g^viora  tulisset 

lUe  Tomitano  flebiUs  exul  agro ; 
N<m  tunc  lonio  quicquam  cecisset  Homero, 

Neve  foret  ricto  laus  tibi  prima  Maro, 
Tempora  nam  licet  hie  placidis  dare  libera  Miula,SS 

Et  totum  rapiunt  me  mea  rita  libri. 
Excipit  hinc  fessum  sinnosi  pompa  theatri, 

Et  rocat  ad  plausus  garrula  scena  suos. 
Seu  catus  auditur  senior,  sen  prodigus  hsnres. 

Sen  procus,  aut  posit&  casside  miles  adeat,  If 

Sire  deeennaJi  foseundus  lite  patronus 

Detonat  inculto  barbara  rerba  foro ; 
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Bmpt  rafer  gnato  inccarrit  Mmu  amantlf 

Et  narain  rigidi  f aUit  abique  patris ; 
Saepe  noroa  illic  virgo  jnirata  calores  J6 

Qnid  ait  amor  ntaat,  dam  qnoque  neaelt,  amat. 
Sire  croentatam  fniiosa  Tragoedia  aoeptrom 

Quaaaat,  et  effnsis  crinibus  ora  roCat, 
Et  dolet,  et  apecto,  jarat  et  apectaaae  dolendo, 

Interdum  et  lacrymis  dolcis  amator  inest;  40 

Sea  paer  infelix  indelibata  reliqoit 

Gandia,  et  abrapto  flendns  amore  cadit : 
Sea  ferns  h  tenebria  iterat  Styga  criminu  ulUnr 

Conacia  fanereo  pectora  torre  movecs : 
Sea  moeret  Pelopeia  domus,  sea  nobilis  Ili,  4f 

Aut  lait  incestos  aula  Creontis  avos. 
Sed  neqoe  sab  tecto  semper  nee  in  urbe  latenkus» 

Irrita  nee  nobis  tempora  veris  eunt. 
Nos  qaoqae  lucos  habet  vicin&  consitus  olmo, 

Atque  suborbani  nobilis  ambra  loci.  M 

Scpius  bic  blandas  spirantia  sidera  flammas 

Virgineos  yideas  preteriisse  cboros. 
Ah  qaoties  dignn  stupui  miracula  formse, 

QosB  possit  senium  vel  reparare  Jovis ! 
Ah  qaoties  ridi  superantia  lumina  gemmas,  55 

Atque  faces,  quotquot  volvit  uterque  polus  ; 
Collaque  bis  yivi  Pelopis  que  brachia  rincant, 

Qoeque  fluit  pure  nectare  tincta  via, 
Et  decus  eximium  fronds,  tremulosque  capiUos, 

Aurea  quae  fallax  retia  tendit  Amor ;  00 

Pellaceaque  genas,  ad  quos  Hyacinthina  sordet 

Purpura,  et  ipse  tui  floris,  Adoni,  rubor  I 
Cedite  laudatsB  toties  Heroides  olim, 

Et  quaecunque  vagum  cepit  amic»  Jovem. 
Cedite  AchaemenisB  turrit&  fronte  puellas  09 

Et  quot  Susa  colunt,  Menknoniamquo  Ninon. 
Tos  etiam  Danase  fasces  submittite  Nympbas, 

Et  yoB  IliacsB,  Romuleseque  nurus. 
Nee  Pompeianas  Tarpela  Musa  columnas 

Jactet,  et  Auaoniis  plena  tbeatra  stolis.  10 

Gloria  Yirginibus  debetur  x^rima  Britannls, 

Extera  sat  tibi  sit  foemina,  posse  sequi. 
Tuque  urbs  Dardaniis,  Londinum,  structa  coIokia« 
iSirrigerum  lati  censpicienda  caput* 


Kl£^ 


POSHATA.  SOT 

Ta  wimigm  felix  intra  tua  moenia  elaodia  n 

Quicquid  formoa  pendulns  orbia  lutbet; 
Non  dbi  tot  coelo  fcintillant  aatra  aereno 

EndymionesB  turba  miniBtra  deas, 
Qoot  tibi,  conapicuae  formique  aar6qa6»  padUB 

Per  medias  radiant  turba  videnda  viaa.  8t 

Creditur  hoc  geminis  venisse  invecta  Columbia 

Alma  pbaretrigero  milite  clncta  Venus, 
Uuic  Cnidon,  et  riguas  Simoentis  flnmine  Talles* 

Hnic  Paphon,  et  roseam  posttiabitnra  Cypron. 
Ast  ego»  dum  pueri  sinit  indulg^ntia  casci,  8ft 

Moenia  quikm  subitd  linquere  fausta  paro; 
Et  vitare  procol  malefide  infamia  Circea 

Atria,  divini  Molyos  usua  ope. 
Stat  quoque  juncoaaa  Cami  remeare  paludea, 

Atque  iterum  raucse  murmur  adire  SchoUs.         00 
Interea  fidi  parmm  cape  munua  amici, 

Paucaque  in  altemoa  vf  rba  coacta  modos. 

ELE6IA  SECUNDA. 

(Anno  ftadt  17.) 

In  obitum  Prttconis  Academici  CantabrigieniU, 

Tk,  qui  conapicnua  baculo  fulgente  aolebaa 

Palladium  totiea  ore  ciere  gn^egem. 
Ultima  pneconum  preconem  te  quoque  aasTa 

Mora  rapit,  officio  neo  faret  ipsa  auo, 
Candidiora  licet  fnerint  tibi  tempora  plnmla  0 

Sub  quibus  accipimus  delituisse  Jovem  ; 
O  dignius  tamen  Haemonio  jurenescere  sncoo* 

Dignus  in  jEaonioa  Yivere  posse  dies, 
Dignns  quem  Stygiia  medici  rerocaret  ab  undSa 

Arte  Coronides,  ssepe  rogante  dea.  10 

Tn  si  jussus  eras  acies  accire  togatas, 

Et  celer  4  Phoebo  nundus  ire  tuo. 
Talis  in  Iliac&  stabat  Cyllenius  aula 

Alipes,  setherei  missus  ab  arce  Patris. 
Talis  et  Eurybates  ante  ora  furentis  Ad&iDei  If 

Retttlit  Atridv  jussa  severa  ducis. 
Magna  sepulcbrorum  regina,  satelles  Aremlf 

Saera  nimis  Musis,  Palladi  •»▼«  niaiii^ 
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Qain  illoi  npias  qui  pondiu  inutile  t&mtt 
Turba  quUem  est  telis  Lrta  petenda  tnis. 

Testibns  huDO  igitur  pnllis,  Academia,  luget 
Et  madeant  lat^rymis  nigra  feretra  toia. 

Fondat  et  ipaa  modoa  qaerebonda  ElegCia  tiiataif 
Penonet  et  totis  noenia  nuesta  acholis. 


ELEGIA  TERTIA. 

(Anno  £tatit  17.) 

In  obitum  PresuU*  Wlntonieruls* 

IfofliTS  eram,  et  tacitns  nullo  comitante  sedebam» 

Haerebantque  animo  tristia  plura  meo, 
Protinns  en  snbiit  fonestse  cladis  imag^ 

Fecit  in  Angliaco  qnam  Libitina  solo ; 
Dam  procemm  Ingressa  est  splendentes  marmore 

Dira  sepulchrali  mors  metnendt^ace ;        [turres, 
Polsavitque  auro  gravidos  et  jaspide  maros, 

Nee  metuit  satrapom  stemere  falce  greges. 
Tone  memini  clarique  duels,  fratrisque  Terendi 

Intempestivis  ossa  cremata  rogis ;  10 

Et  memini  Heroum  quos  vidit  ad  sethera  raptos, 

Flerit  et  amissos  Belgia  tota  duces.  * 

At  te  prsecipn^  luxi,  dignissime  Preesul, 

Wintonieeque  olim  gloria  magna  tuse  ; 
Delicui  fletu,  et  tristi  sic  ore  querebar,  15 

Mors  fera,  Tartareo  div^a  secunda  Jovi, 
Nonne  satis  quod  sylva  tuas  persentiat  iras, 

Et  quod  in  berbosos  jus  tibi  detur  aggros, 
Quodque  afflata  tuo  marcescant  lilia  tabo, 

Et  crocus,  et  pulcbras  Cypridi  sacra  rosa,  2D 

Nee  sinia  ut  semper  fluvio  contermina  quercus 

Miretur  lapsus  prtetereuntis  aquse  ? 
Et  tibi  succumbit,  liquido  quae  plurima  coelo 

Evehitur  pennis,  qnamlibet  augur  avis, 
Et  qute  mille  nigris  errant  animalia  sylvis,  SS 

Et  quod  alunt  mutum  Proteos  antra  pecus. 
Invida,  tanti  tibi  cum  sit  concessa  potestas ; 

Quid  jurat  humana  tingere  cede  maniu  t 
Nobileqne  in  pectus  certas  acuisse  sagittas, 

8emideamque  animam  sede  fug^asse  suA  f  3i 
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Talia  dam  lacrymans  alto  sab  pectore  toIto* 

Roscidoa  occiduis  Hesperus  exit  aquis, 
Et  Tartessiaco  sabmerserat  erqaore  eurrum 

PhoebuB,  ab  Edo  littxire  mensns  iter. 
Nee  mora,  membra  cavo  posai  refovenda  cvibBi     °B8 

Condiderant  oculos  noxqae  aoporque  meoa : 
Com  miki  visas  eram  lato  spatiarier  s^ro, 

Heu  nequit  ingenium  visa  referre  meum. 
nUc  ]miiice&  radiabast  omnia  luce, 

Ut  matudno  cum  juga  sole  rubent.  40 

Ac  Telud  cum  pandit  opes  Thaamantia  proles, 

Vestitu  nituit  multtcolore  solum. 
Non  dea  tam  rariis  omavit  floribus  hortos 

Alcinoi,  Zephyro  Chloris  amata  levi. 
Flumina  TemaBtes  lambunt  argentea  campM         45 

Ditior  Hesperio  davet  arena  Tago. 
Serpit  odoriferas  per  opes  levis  aura  Favonit 

Aura  suJb  Innumeris  bumida  nata  rosis. 
Talis  in  extremis  teme  Gangetidis  oris 

Luciferi  regis  iingitur  esse  domus.  90 

Ipse  racemiferis  dam  densas  vitibus  umbras 

Et  pellttcentes  miror  ubiqae  locos, 
Ecce  mihi  subito  Preesul  Wiutonios  astat, 

Sidereum  nitido  fulsit  in  ore  jubar ; 
Testis  ad  aaratos  defluxit  Candida  talos,  tf 

Insula  divinum  cinxerat  alba  caput. 
I>umqae  senex  tali  incedit  venerandus  amicta, 

Intremuit  laeto  florea  terra  sono. 
Agmina  gemmatis  plaadunt  celestia  pennis, 

Pura  triumphali  personat'tethra  tubft.  00 

Quisque  novum  amplexu  comitem  cantuqae  salutat, 

Hosque  aliqtiis  placido  niisit  ab  ore  sonos ; 
'  Nate  y«ni>  et  patrii  felix  cape  gaudia  regni. 

Semper  ab  hinc  duro,  nate,  labore  vaca.' 
Dixit,  et  aligene  tetigerunt  nablia  turmssi  4§ 

At  mihi  cum  tenebris  aorea  pulsa  quies. 
Flebam  turbatoa  Cephaleii  pellice  aomnot» 

Talia  contingaat  somnia  ssepe  aailii. 
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ELEGIA  QUA&TA. 

(ADB»£tiito»e.> 

Ad  Tktmam  Junimn  praeeftorem  suum,  mpud 
MfMnw  Angttcas  Hamburgm  agei^es,  pastcrit  mth 
nerejkttgentem. 

OuBBS  per  immensum  mbitA,  mea  littera,  pontam, 

I,  pete  Teutozucot  leeve  per  nqoor  agrot ; 
Segnet  rampe  moraa,  et  ail^  precor,  obstet  ennti, 

Et  festinantis  nil  remoretur  iter. 
Ipse  ego  Sicania  frsBnantem  earcere  vemloa  S 

JEolon,  et  yiridea  soUickabo  Deo«». 
.CKroleamqne  suis  cumkatam  Dorida  NympUa, 

Ut  tibi  dent  placidam  per  sua  regna  Tiam. 
At  tu,  si  poteris«  celeres  tibi  same  jngales, 

Yecta  quibus  Colchis  f ugit  ab  ore  rin ;  It 

Aat  queis  TV^irtolemus  Scytiiicas  devenit  in  oras 

Gratas  Eleusini  missus  ab  urbe  pner. 
jLlque  vbi  Germanas  flavere  videbis  arenas 

Ditis  ad  Hambuigse  moenia  flecte  gradum, 
Dicitur  occiso  quae  ducere  nomen  ab  Hamft,  IS 

Cimbrica  quem  fertur  clava  dediase  neci. 
Viyit  ibi  antiq;n8B  clarus  pietatis  honore 

PrsBsnl  Christioolas  pascere  doctus  oves ; 
Die  quidem  est  animse  plusquam  pars  altera  noatnei 
Dimidio  vit»  Tivere  cogor  ego.  20 

Hei  mihi  quot  pelagi,  quot  montes  inteijecti 

Me  faciunt  alift  parte  carere  mei ! 
Charior  ille  mihi  quim  tu  doctissime  Graium 

Cliniadi,  pronepos  qui  Telamoni»  erat ; 
Qn&mque  Stagirites  g^eneroso  magnus  alumno^       9i 

Quem  peperit  Lybico  Ghaonis  alma  Xovi. 
Qualis  Amyntorides,  qualis  PhilyrSius  Heros 

Myrmidonum  reg^,  talis  et  ille  mihi. 
Primns  ego  Aonios  illo  pneonte  recessus 

Lustrabam,  et  bifidi  sacra  yireta  jugi»  M 

Pierosque  hansi  latices,  Clioque  favente, 

Castalio  sparsi  Iseta  ter  ora  mero. 
Flammeus  at  signum  ter  yiderat  arietis  .^Btihon» 
Indoxit^ue  auro  lanea  terga  na¥0% 
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Mlaqae  noro  terram  gparsisti,  Chlori,  TCnilem         JS 

Gramine,  bisque  tuas  abi^tulit  Auster  opes : 
Necdum  ejus  licuit  mihi  lumina  pascere  Tulta» 

Aut  linguae  dulces  aure  bibisse  sonos. 
Yade  igitoTy  earsuque  Eurum  praeverte  sonorum, 

Qu&m  «lt  opus  monitis  res  docet,  ipsa  vides.        40 
Invenies  dulci  cum  conjuge  fort&  sedentem, 

Mulcentem  grexnio  pignora  chara  suo, 
Forsitan  ant  veterum  pnelaxga  volamina  patntm 

Yersantem,  aut  veri  biblia  sacra  Dei, 
Gaelestive  animas  saturantem  rore  teuellaSf  48 

Grande  salutiferse  religionis  opus. 
Utqne  solet,  multam  sit  dicere  cura  salutem, 

Dicere  quam  decuit,  si  mode  adesset,  hemm. 
HsBc  qooque,  paulum  oculoa  in  humum  defixa  mo- 

Verba  yerecundo  sis  memor  ore  loqui :  [destos 

Hkc  tibi,  si  teneris  vacat  inter  pneli  Musis,  H 

Mitdt  ab  Angliaco  littore  fida  manus, 
Accipe  sinceram,  qiiamvis  sit  sera,  salutem ; 

Fiat  et  hoc  ipso  gratior  ilia  tibL 
Sera  quidem,  sed  vera  fuit,  quam  casta  recepit       19 

Icaris  &  lento  Penelopeia  viro. 
Ast  ego  quid  volui  manifestum  toUere  crimen. 

Ipse  quod  ex  omni  parte  levare  nequit  1 
Arguitur  tardus  meritd,  noxamque  fatetur, 

£t  pudet  officium  deseruisse  suum.  M 

Tu  mod6  da  veniam  fasso,  veniamque  roganti* 

Crimina  diminui,  quss  patoere,  solent. 
Non  ferus  in  pavidos  rictus  diducit  Idantes 

Yulnifico  pronos  nee  rapit  ungnie  leo> 
Ssspe  sarissiferi  crudelia  pectora  Thracis  tt 

Supplicis  ad  moestas  delicuere  preces. 
Extensseque  manus  avertunt  fulminis  ictus, 

Flacat  et  iratos  hostia  parv^a  Decs, 
lamque  diu  scripsisse  tibi  fuit  impetus  illi, 

Nere  moras  ultra  ducere  passus  Amor ;  7t 

Nam  vag^a  Fama  refert,  heu  nuntia  vera  malonun  I 

In  tibi  finitimis  bella  tumere  locis, 
Teque  tuamque  urbem  truculento  milite  cingi» 

Et  jam  Saxonicos  arma  parasse  duces, 
Te  circum  latA  campos  populatur  Enyo,  fi 

Bt  sata  came  yirAm  jam  cruor  arra  rigat  i 
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<}ermaBiaque  sanm  concessit  Thraeia  MjatBn, 

Illuc  Odrysios  Mars  pater  egit  eqnoa  ; 
Perpetu^ae  comans  jam  deflorescit  olirftp 

Fugit  et  wrisonam  Diva  perosa  tabam,  81 

Fugit  to  tenia,  et  jam  uon  ultima  Tirgo 

Creditor  ad  saperas  justa  Tolasse  domos 
Te  tamen  intere4  belli  circumaonat  horroTt 

Vivia  et  igpaoto  solos  inopaqoe  solo ; 
£t»  tibi  qoam  patrii  non  exhiboere  penateSf  if 

Sede  peregnrini  quaeris  egenus  opem. 
Patria  dora  parens,  et  saxis  saevior  alUs 

Spomea  quae  polsat  littoris  onda  toi, 
Sicciue  te  decet  innocoos  exponere  foetos, 

Siccine  in  extern  am  ferrea  cogis  homom,  M 

Et  sinis  ut  terris  qoserant  alimenta  remotis 

Qoos  tibi  prospiciens  miserat  ipse  Deos, 
Et  qui  Iseta  ferunt  de  coelo  ntmtia,  quiqoe 

Qua;  via  post  cineres  docat  ad  astra,  docentf 
Digna  quidem  Stygiis  quae  vivas  clausa  tenebria    86 

^temftque  animae  digna  perire  fame ! 
Haud  aliter  vates  teme  Thesbitidis  olim 

Pressit  inassoeto  devia  tesqna  pede, 
Desertasqne  Arabom  salebras,  dum  regis  Achaibt 

Effug^it  atqne  toas,  Sidoni  dira,  manus.  100 

Talis  et  horrisono  laceratus  membra  flagello, 

Paulus  ab  >¥lmathi&  pellitur  urbe  Cilix. 
Piscosaeqoe  ipsum  Gergessae  civis  lesum 

FinibuM  ingratos  jussit  abire  sids. 
At  tu  sume  animos,  nee  spes  cadat  anxia  curia,    10ft 

Nee  tua  concutiat  decolor  ossa  metus. 
Sis  etenim  qoamvis  fulgentibus  obsitus  armiSf 

Intententqne  tibi  millia  tela  uecem. 
At  nullis  vel  inerme  latos  violabitur  armis. 

Deque  too  cnspis  nulla  cruore  bibet.  110 

Namqne  oris  ipse  Dei  radiante  sub  aegide  totos, 

lUe  tibi  costos,  et  pogil  ille  tibi ; 
Hie  Sionane  qui  tot  sub  moenibus  arcia 

Assjnios  fudit  nocte  silente  viros ; 
Inque  fugam  vertit  quos  in  Samaritidas  orat         111 

Misit  ab  antiquis  prisca  Damascus  agria, 
Terruit  en  densas  pavido  cum  reg^  cohortea^ 

Aere  dmn  vacuo  boccina  clara  sonat* 
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Cornea  pttlvereiiin  dum  Terberat  «ng^nla  campuai, 

Carms  arenosam  duxn  qoatit  actus  hiuuum,       i: 
Anditarque  hinnitiu  efuorum  ad  bella  mentom, 

£t  strepittts  ferri,  murmuraqae  alta  Tirdm. 
Et  tu  (quod  saperest  miseris)  sperare  memento 

£t  tua  magnanimo  pectore  vince  mala ; 
Nee  dubites  quandoqne  fmi  melioribus  annu,       lift 

Atque  itenun  patrios  posse  videre  lares. 


ELE6IA  QUINTA. 

(Anno  JEtadt  90.) 
in  edscHtum  veris. 

In  se  perpetao  Tempos  TeTc!.ubiIe  gyro 

Jam  revocat  Zephyros  vere  tepente  noros ; 
IndQitarqae  broTem  Tellus  reparata  javentamt 

Jamqne  solnto  gelu  dulce  virescit  humus. 
Pallor  t  an  et  nobis  redeunt  in  carmina  vires,         9 

Ingeniamqae  mihi  mtmere  veris  adest  ? 
Munere  reris  adest,  iterumque  yigescit  ab  illo 

(Quis  putet)  atque  aliquod  jam  sibi  poscit  opus. 
Castalis  ante  oculos,  bifidumque  cacumen  oberrat, 

Et  mihi  Pyrenen  somnia  nocte  ferunt;  IC 

Concitaqne  arcane  ferrent  mihi  pectora  motu, 

Et  furo,  et  sonitus  me  sacer  intiis  agit. 
Delius  ipse  venit,  video  PenSide  lauro 

Implicitos  crines,  Delius  ipse  venit. 
Jam  mihi  mens  liquid!  raptatur  in  ardua  coeli,       15 

Perqne  vag^  nnbes  corpore  liber  eo ; 
Perque  umbras,  perque  antra  feror  penetralia  vatum 

Et  mihi  fana  patent  interiora  Dedm ; 
Intniturqne  animus  toto  quid  agatur  Ol3rmpo, 

Nee  ftigiunt  oculos  Tartara  caeca  meos.  S6 

Quid  tarn  grrande  sonat  distento  spiritua  oret 

Quid  parit  haec  rabies,  quid  sacer  iste  furor  T 
Ver  mihi,  quod  dedit  ingenium,  cantabitnr  illo ; 

Profuerint  isto  reddita  dona  mode. 
Jam  Philomela  tuoe  foliis  adoperta  noveUis,  SJ 

Instituis  modules,  dum  silet  omne  nemus : 
Urhe  ego,  tn  sylvA,  simul  incipiamns  utrique, 

Et  simol  adventnm  veris  uterque  canat. 

as 
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Verb  io  rediere  Tices,  celebreTnus  honores 

Yeris,  et  hoc  subeat  Musa  perennis  opus.  St 

Jam  wtA  /Bthiopas  fagriens  Tithoniaque  arra, 

Flectit  ad  Arctoas  aarea  lora  platras. 
Est  breve  noctis  iter,  brevis  est  mora  noctis  opatcm, 

Horrida  com  tenebris  exiilat  ilia  suis. 
Xamque  Lycaonius  plaostrum  coeleste  Bootes  31 

Non  long&  sequitui*  fessus  ut  ante  vii ; 
Nuuc  etiam  solitas  circum  Jovis  atria  toto 

Excttbias  agitant  sidera  rara  polo : 
Nam  dolus,  et  casdes,  et  vis  cum  nocte  recessit> 

Neve  Giganteum  Dii  timuere  scelus.  4t 

Forte  aliquis  scopuli  resubans  in  vertice  pastor, 

Roocida  cum  primo  sole  rubescit  humus, 
Hasc,  aitt  bac  cert^  caruisti  nocte  puellft, 

Phoebe,  tu&,  celeres  qu»  retineret  equos. 
LiBta  snas  repetit  sylvas,  pharetramque  resomit      tf 

Cynthia,  lAiciferas  ut  videt  alta  rotas ; 
Bt  tenues  ponens  radios  gaudere  videtur 

OAciam  fieri  tam  breve  fratris  ope. 
Desere,  Phoebus  ait,  thalamos  Aurora  seniles. 

Quid  juvat  effoeto  procubuisse  toro  f  99 

To  manet  .bolides  viridi  venator  in  herba. 

Surge,  tuos  ignes  altus  Hymettus  habet. 
Vlavi^  verecundo  dea  crimen  in  ore  fatetur, 

Et  matutinos  ocius  ui^et  equos. 
Exuit  in  visum  Tellus  rediviva  senectam,  M 

Et  cnpit  amplexus,  Phoebe,  snbire  tuos ; 
Et  cupit,  et  digna  est,  quid  enim  formosius  illA, 

Pandit  ut  omniferos  luxurioea  sinus, 
Atqne  Arabum  spirat  messes,  et  ab  ore  venusto 

Mitia  cum  Paphiis  fundit  amoma  rosis  I  M 

Ecce  ooronatur  sacro  frons  ardua  luco, 

Cingrit  nt  Ideam  pinea  turns  Opim ; 
Bt  Yario  madidos  intexit  flore  capillos, 

Floribus  et  visa  est  posse  placere  suis. 
Floribus  effusos  ut  erat  redimita  capillos  61 

Tenarib  placuit  diva  Sicana  Deo. 
Aspice,  Phoebe,  tibi  faciles  hortantur  amores, 

Mellitasque  movent  flamina  vema  preces. 
Cinnamei  Zephyrus  leve  plaudit  odorifer  alAf 

Blanditiasque  tibi  ferre  videntur  aves. 


POEMATA. 

NflC  liiie  dote  taos  temeraria  qiuerit  axaotm 

Terra»  nee  optatos  poscit  egena  toros ; 
Alma  saltttiferum  medicos  tibi  gramen  in  wm» 

Pnebet,  et  hinc  titulos  adjuvat  ipsa  taos. 
QuAd  si  te  pretium,  si  te  fulgentia  tangunt  19 

Mnnera,  (mimeribus  ssepe  coemptus  Amor) 
IHa  tibi  ostentat  qnascnnqae  sub  aequore  ytLBto, 

Et  super  injectis  montibus  abdit  opes. 
Ab  quoties  cum  tu  cli^oso  feraus  Olympo 

In  TerspertinaB  prsecipitaris  aquas,  '   ft 

Cur  te,  inquit,  oursu  lang^entem,  Phoebe,  diumo 

Hesperiis  recipit  Cserula  mater  aquis  t 
Quid  tibi  cum  Tetby  t  Quid  cum  Tartesside  lymplilr 

Dia  quid  imundo  perluis  ora  salo  1 
Frigora.  Phoebe,  me&  melius  captabis  in  umbrft,     99  • 

Hoc  ades,  ardentes  imbue  rore  comas. 
Ifollior  egelid&  veniet  tibi  somnos  in  berbft, 

Hue  ades,  et  gremio  lumina  poue  meo. 
Qoaque  jaces  circum  mulcebit  lene  susurraiui 

Aura,  per  humentes  co.'pora  fnsa  roeas.  M 

Nee  me  (erede  mihi)  terrent  SemelSia  fata. 

Nee  Phaetonteo  fomidus  axis  equo ; 
Cum  tu,  Phoebe,  tuo  sapientius  uteris  igni. 

Hue  ades,  et  gremio  lumina  pone  meo. 
Sic  Tellns  lasciva  suos  suspirat  amores ;  M 

Matris  in  exemplum  csetera  turba  ruunt. 
Nunc  etenim  toto  currit  vagus  orbe  Cupido, 

Languentesque  foret  solis  ab  igne  faces. 
Insonuere  novis  lethalia  comua  nerris, 

Triste  micant  ferro  tela  corusca  novo.  IM 

lamque  rel  invictam  tentat  superasse  Dianam, 

QuBque  sedet  sacro  Vesta  pudica  foco. 
Ipsa  senescentem  reparat  Venus  annua  formam, 

Atqua  iterum  tepido  creditur  orta  mari. 
Marmoreas  juTeaes  clamant  Hymenee  per  uilMf, 

Littns,  io  Hymen,  et  cava  saxa  sonant.  108 

Oultior  ille  venit  tunic&que  decentior  apt&, 

Puniceum  redolet  Testis  odora  crocum. 
Egredituzque  frequens  ad  amoeni  g^udia  veria 

Yirgineos  auro  dncta  puella  sinus :  lit 

Yotnm  eat  cuique  snum,  votum  est  tamen  omnibus 

Vt  dbi  quern  oupiat,  det  Cytherea  vimm.    [«n«n« 
KvM  fnoqve  septenA  modulator  arundine  pastor 
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Et  ana  quae  jungat  carmina  Phyllis  halKsl. 
Karita  Boctamo  placat  sua  sidera  cantu,  lU 

Delphinasque  leves  ad  vada  sanuna  vocat. 
Jii|»iter  ipse  alto  cnm  coinage  ladit  Olympo, 

Conrocat  et  famnlos  ad  sva  festa  Deos. 
Hiinc  etiam  Satj^i  cum  sera  crepuscula  surgunt, 

Perrolitant  celeri  florea  nan,  cboro,  12V 

'SylTanosque  sn&  cyparissi  ftonde  reyinctos, 

Semicaperque  Deus,  seniideusque  caper. 
Qcueque  sub  arboribus  Dryades  latuere  vetostis, 
'  Per  jngat  per  solos  expadantor  agros. 
Per  sata  luxuriant  fruticetaque  Mnnalius  Pan,    139 

Yix  Cybele  mater,  vix  sibi  tnta  Ceres ; 
JUtqvM  aUquam  cupidus  prsedatur  Oreada  Faonus, 

Consnlit  in  trepidos  dum  sibi  njrmpha  pedes, 
Jamque  latet,  ladtansque  cnpit  male  tecta  rideri, 

Et  fiigit,  et  fhgiens  pervellt  ipsa  capi.  130 

IKi  quoque  non  dnbitant  coelo  praeponere  sylvas, 

Et  sua  quisque  sibi  numina  lucus  habet. 
Et  sua  quisque  diu  sibi  numina  lucus  habeto, 

Kec  yos  arborea  dii  precorite  domo. 
Te  referant  miseris  te,  Jupiter,  aurea  terris  139 

SsBcla,  quid  ad  nimboe  aspera  tela  redis  7 
Tu  saltem  lenti  rapidos  age,  Phoebe,  jugales 

Qui  potes,  et  sensim  tempora  veris  eant ; 
Bramaqne  productas  tardd  ferat  hispida  noctes, 

Ingroat  et  nostro  serior  umbra  polo.  140 

ELEGIA  SEXTA. 

Ad  Carolum  Deodatum  ruri  commorantem. 

Qui  cum  Idibus  Decemb.  scripsisset,  et  sua  ceirminm 
excutmri  postukuset  si  solUo  minus  estent  bona, 
quod  inter  lautitias  quibus  erat  ab  amicis  except  us^ 
kaud  satis  felicem  operam  Musis  dare  se  posse  qfir- 
mabatt  hoc  habuit  responsum. 

MiTTO  tibi  sanam  non  pleno  ventre  salutem, 

Qua  tu  distento   fort6  carere  potes. 
At  tua  quid  nostram  prolectat  Musa  camcenam. 

Nee  sinit  optatas  posse  sequi  tenebras  t 
Carmine  scire  relis  qu&m  te  redamemqne  colamquoi 

Grede  mihi  rix  hoc  carmine  scire  queas.  6 
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Nam  neqae  noster  amor  modulis  iocloditiir  arotisa 

Nee  venit  ad  claudos  integer  ipse  pedes. 
Qn4m  bene  solennes  epulas,  hilaremque  Decembrim. 

Festaque  coelifagam  que  colaere  Deom,  10 

Deliciasque  refers,  hybemi  gruadia  roris, 

Haustaque  per  lepidos  Gallica  musta  fooos  I 
Qoid  qaereris  refogam  vino  dapibnsqae  poesin  T 

Carmen  amat  Bacchom,  carmina  Bacchus  amat. 
Nee  paduit  Phoebum  virides  gestasse  corymboa,     15 

Atqae  hederam  lauro  pneposaiase  suae. 
8«piiia  Aoniis  calamayit  coDibiu  Eiue 

Mista  Thyoneo  tarba  norena  choro. 
Naso  CktrallsBis  mala  carmina  misit  ab  agris : 

Non  illic  epuhe,  non  sata  ritis  erat.  St 

Quid  nisi  rina,  rosasque  racemiferomque  Lymim, 

Cantavit  brevibus  TKa  Musa  modis  f 
Pindaricosque  inflat  nomeros  Teumesius  Enan, 

£t  redidet  snmptum  pagina  quaeqne  merum ; 
IKun  gravis  everso  curros  crepat  axe  sapinus,       SI 

£t  Tolat  Eleo  pnlvere  fuscos  eqaes. 
Qaadrimoque  madens  Lyricen  Romanus  laccho 

Dolce  canit  Glyceran,  flavicomamque  Chloen. 
Jam  quoque  lauta  tibi  generoso  mensa  parata 

Mentis  alit  Tires,  ingeniumque  foret.  M 

Massica  foesondam  despumant  pocula  venam, 

Pundis  et  ex  ipso  condita  metra  cado. 
Addimus  his  artes,  fusumqae  per  intima  Phoebom 

Corda,  favent  uni  Bacchus,  Apollo,  Ceres. 
Scilicet  hand  mirum  tarn  dulcia  carmina  per  te     9$ 

Nomine  composito,  tree  perperisse  Deos. 
None  qooque  Thressa  tibi  caelato  barbitos  anro 

Insonat  argotA  molliter  icta  manu ; 
Auditorqne  chelys  suspensa  tapetia  circam, 

Yirgineos  tremolA  quae  regat  arte  pedes.  M 

Ilia  toas  saltem  teneant  spectacula  Mosas* 

Et  rerooent,  qoantom  carpola  peUit  iners. 
Crede  mihi  dom  psallit  ebor,  comitataqoe  pleetnoi 

Implet  odoratos  festa  chorea  tholos, 
Percipies  tacitum  per  pectora  serpere  Phoebom^    48 

Quale  repeutinus  permeat  ossa  calor, 
Perqoe  puellares  oculos  digitomque  sonaatttm 

IiToet  in  totos  lapsa  Thalia  sinus. 
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Nanque  Ele^a  levis  maltorum  cura  Deonun  eutt 

Et  Tocat  ad  numeros  quemlibet  ilia  saoe ;  M 

Uber  adest  elegis,  Eratoque,  Geresque,  Venuaqae 

Et  cum  porpureA  matre  tenelliui  Amor. 
Talibus  inde  licent  convivia  larga  poetis, 

Saepius  et  reteri  commaduisse  mero. 
At  qui  bella  refevtt  et  adulto  sub  Jove  coelum,        5$ 

Heroaaqae  pioa,  aemideoaque  duces, 
Bt  nunc  aancta  canit  auperum  consulta  deorum. 

Nunc  latrata  fero  regna  profunda  ccuie, 
lUe  quidem  parc^  Samii  pro  more  roagistri 

Yirat,  et  innocuos  prcebeat  herba  cibos  ;  60 

Stet  prope  fkgineo  ]>ellucida  lympba  catillo, 

Sobriaque  k  puro  pocula  fonte  bibat. 
Additnr  hnic  welerisque  vacans,  et  casta  juventns, 

Et  rigidi  mores,  et  sine  labe  manus. 
Qnalis  reste  nitens  sacrft,  et  lustralibns  undis         05  ' 

Sui^gis  ad  infensos  augur  itiire  Deos. 
Hoc  ritn  Tixaase  fernnt  post  rapta  sagacem 

Lamina  Tiresian,  Ogygiumque  Liuon, 
Et  lare  deroto  profugum  Calchanta,  seuemque 

Orpheon,  edomitis  sola  per  antra  feris  ;  70 

Sic  dapis  exiguus,  sic  rivi  potor  Homerus 

Dnlichium  vexit  per  freta  longa  virum, 
Et  per  monstrificam  Persicse  Pboebados  aulam, 

Et  vada  foemineis  insidiosa  sonis, 
Perqne  tuas,  rex  ime,  domes,  ubi  sanguine  nigro  75 

Dicitur  umbrarum  detinuisse  greges. 
Dfis  etenim  sacer  est  vates,  divumque  sacerdos, 

Spirat  et  occnltum  pectus,  et  ora  Jovem. 
At  tn  siquid  agam  scitabere  (si  modd  saltern 

Esse  putas  tanti  noscere  siquid  agam)  80 

Paciferum  canimus  coelesti  semine  regem, 

Faustaque  sacratis  ssecula  pacta  libris, 
Yag^tnmque  Dei,  et  stabulentem  panpere  tecto 

Qui  snprema  suo  cum  patre  regna  colit, 
SteUiparumque  polum,modulante8que  sethere  turmas, 

Et  subitd  elisos  ad  sua  fana  Deos.  88 

JktntL  quidem  dedimus  Christi  natalibus  ilia, 

nia  sub  anroram  lux  mihi  prima  tulit. 
Te  qnoque  pressa  manent  patriis  meditata  cicatis» 

Ta  mihif  cui  recitem,  judids  instar  eris.  88 


// 


ESJSBB 


P()£MATA.  519 

ELEGIA  SEPTIMA. 

(Anno  ^tads  19.) 

NoNDUM  blanda  tuas  leges,  Amathnsia,  ndrain» 

Et  Paphiok  vacuum  pectus  ab  igne  fuit. 
Baepe  cupidineas,  puerilia  tela,  sagittas, 

Atque  tnum  sprevi  maxime  numen  Amor. 
Tu  puer  imbelles,  dixi,  trausfige  columbas,  9 

Gonyeniunt  tenero  mollia  bella  duci. 
Aut  de  passeribus  tnmidos  age,  parve,  triumphos, 

Hsec  sunt  militie  digna  tropbaea  fuse. 
In  genus  hnmanum  quid  inania  dirigis  anna  f 

Non  Talet  in  fortes  ista  pharetra  yiros.  10 

Non  tulit  hoc  Cyprius,  (neque  enim  Deus  ullas  ad  iru ' 

Prcmiptior)  et  dupliei  jam  ferus  ig^e  calet. 
Yer  erat,  et  summe  radians  per  culmina  rillae 

Attulerat  primam  lux  tibi,  Male,  diem : 
At  mibi  adhuc  refugam  qusnrebant  lumina  noctem, 

Nee  matudnum  snstimiere  jubar.  16 

Astat  Amor  lecto,  pictis  Amor  impiger  alia, 
Prodidit  astantem  moto  pharetra  Deum ; 
Prodidit  et  facies,  et  dulce  minantis  ocelli, 

Et  quicquid  puero  dignum  et  Amore  fuit.  SO 

Talis  in  etemo  juvenis  Sigeius  Olympo 

Miscet  amatori  pocula  plena  Jovi ; 
Ant  qui  formosas  pellexit  ad  oscula  nymphas 

ThiodamantaeuB  Naiade  raptus  Hylas. 
Addideratque  iras,  sed  et  has  decuisse  putares,     M 

Addideratque  truces,  nee  sine  felle,  minas. 
Et  miser  exempio  sapuisses  tutiilks,  inquit, 

Nunc  mea  quid  possit  dextera  testis  eris. 
Inter  et  expertos  vires  numerabere  nostras, 

Et  faciam  vero  per  tua  damna  fidem.  00 

Ipse  ego,  si  nescis,  strato  Pythone  superbum 

Edomui  Phoebum,  cessit  et  illi  mibi ; 
Kt  quoties  meminit  Peneidos,  ipse  fatetur 

GertiAs  et  gnrariiis  tela  nocere  mea. 
Me  nequid  adductom  curvare  peritiiis  arcam,        00 

Qui  post  terg^  solet  vincere  Parthus  eques  t  , 
Cydoninsque  mihi  cedit  venator,  et  ille 
.  Insci«js  uxori  qui  neds  author  erat. 
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Est  etimm  nolns  ingens  quoque  rictus  Orion> 

Hercnlefleque  manitt,  Herculenaque  comes.  4» 

Ivpiter  ipse  licet  sua  fiilmina  torqaeat  in  mei 

Haerebiuit  lateri  spicnla  nostra  Joyis. 
CS»tera  qua  dubitas  melius  mea  tela  docelrant  f 

St  toa  non  leviter  oorda  patenda  mihi. 
Nee  te,  stnlte,  ttus  poteront  defenders  Miumb  4ft 

Kec  tibi  Phcebaeus  porriget  angois  opem. 
lUxit,  et  anrato  qoatiens  mucrone  sagittamt 

Evolat  in  tepidos  Cypridos  ille  sinus. 
At  mihi  risuro  txmuit  ferns  ore  minaci, 

Et  mihi  de  puero  non  metos  ullus  erat.  M 

Et  mod4  qoi  nostri  spatiantur  in  urbe  Qnirites, 

Et  mod6  viUarum  proxima  rora  placent. 
Tarba  fraqnans,  fscifeque  simiUima  turba  deamm 

S|dendida  per  medias  itque  reditque  Tiaa. 
Anctaqua  lace  dies  gemino  fulgore  comscat,  M 

Fallor  f  an  et  radios  bine  quoque  Phoebus  habet  t 
HsBc  ago  non  fogi  spectacula  grata  sevems. 

Impetus  et  qu6  me  fert  juTeniUs,  aginr. 
Lamina  laminibns  mal^  providos  obyia  niisii 

Nere  ocolos  potuit  continuisse  meos.  M 

Unam  fort6  aliis  supereminuisse  notabam, 

Principium  nostri  lux  erat  ilia  mali. 
Sic  Venus  optaret  mortalibus  ipsa  videri. 

Sic  regina  Defim  conspicienda  fait. 
Hanc  memor  objecit  nobis  malus  ille  Cupido,         9§ 

Solus  et  hos  nobis  texnit  antft  d<dos. 
Nee  procnl  ipse  vafer  latait,  mult»que  sagittas, 

Et  facis  k  tergo  grande  pependit  onus. 
Nee  mora,  nunc  ciliis  hassit,  nunc  yirginis  ori, 

Insilit  hinc  labiis,  insidet  inde  genis  :  79 

Et  quascunque  agilis  partes  jaculator  oberrat, 

Hei  mifai,  mille  locis  pectus  inerme  ferit. 
Protinns  insoliti  subierunt  corda  furores, 

Uror  amans  intAs  flammaque  totus  eram. 
Interea  misero  quae  jam  mihi  sola  placebat,  7S 

Ablata  est  oculis  non  reditura  meis. 
Ast  ego  progn^ior  tacitft  querebandus,  et  excors, 

Et  dubius  Tolui  seepe  referre  ]>edem. 
Flndor  et  hsec  remanent:  sequitur  pars  altera TOtixm« 

Baptaqae  tam  sabitft  gandia  flere  jurat.  ift 
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Sic  dolet  amisstim  proles  Junonia  caelnm. 

Inter  Lemniacos  pnecipitata  focos. 
Talu  et  ahreptum  aolem  respexit,  ad  Orcum 

Vectus  ab  attonitis  Amphiaraiu  equis. 
Quid  faciam  infelix,  et  luctu  victus  ?  amores  85 

Nee  licet  inceptos  ponere»  neve  sequi. 
O  atinam  spectare  semel  mihi  detar  amatoa 

Vultus,  et  coram  tristia  verba  loqui ; 
Forritan  et  dure  non  est  adamante  oreata. 

Forte  nee  ad  nostras  surdeat  tlla  preees.  M 

Crede  mihi,  nollus  sic  infeliciter  arsit, 
■    Ponar  in  exempio  primus  et  onus  ego. 
Parce  precor,  teneri  cum  sis  Deus  ales  amorisy 

Pugnent  officio  nee  tna  facta  tuo. 
Jam  tuus  O  certd  est  mihi  formidaMlis  arcus  M 

Nate  de&,  jaculis  nee  minus  igne  jmtens ; 
Et  tua  fumabunt  nostris  altaria  dunis. 

Solus  et  in  superis  tu  mihi  summis  eris. 
Deme  meos  tandem,  Terftm  nee  deme,  farores, 

Nescio  cur,  miser  est  snaviter  omnis  amans ;     100 
Tu  modo  da  facilis,  postbaec  mea  siqua  futora  est 

Gospis  amaturos  figat  ut  una  duos. 

H  Jcc  egro,  mente  olim  18bt&,  studioque  supino, 

NequitisB  posui  vana  trophsea  mese. 
Scilicet  abreptum  sic  me  malus  impulit  error»       105 

IndoeilisqnsB  etas  prava  magistra  fuit. 
Donee  Socraticas  nmbrosa  Aeademia  riros 

Prtebuit,  admissum  dedocuitque  jugum. 
Protinus  extinctis  ex  illo  tempore  flammis, 

Cincta  rigeut  multo  pectora  nostra  greluu  lit 

Unde  suis  Irigus  metnit  pner  ipse  sagittis, 

Et  Diomedtom  rim  timet  ^m  T«nub 
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l,f-^n  prodttUmem  bombardicam. 

Cum  limal  in  regem  naper  satrapasque  BritaimM 

Anavifl  es  infandum,  perfide  Fauxe,  nefas, 
jPUlort  an  et  mitis  voloisti  ex  parte  yideri, 

fit  pensare  mal&  cum  pietate  scelus  ? 
Scilicet  hoa  alti  miasurus  ad  atria  coeli,  f 

Siil|duireo  curru  flammivolisque  rotis. 
Qoaliter  ille  feris  caput  inviolabile  Parcis 

Liquit  lOrdanioa  turbine  raptus  agnw. 

II. — In  eandem, 

SicciNK  tentasti  coelo  donasse  lacobum 

Quae  neptemgemino  Bellua  monte  lates  t 
Ni  meUora  tuum  potent  dare  munera  numen 

Parce»  precor,  donia  insidiosa  tuis. 
file  quidem  sine  te  consortia  serus  adiyit  5 

Astra*  nee  infemi  piilyeris  usus  ope. 
Sic  potius  feed  OS  in  coelum  pelle  cucullos, 

£t  quot  habet  brutos  Roma  profana  Deos, 
Namque  hac  aut  alia  uisi  quemque  adjuyeris  arte* 

Crede  mihi,  coeli  yix  bene  scandet  iter.  10 


III. — In  eandem. 

PuRGATOREM  animsB  derisit  lacobus  ignem, 

£t  sine  quo  super(lm  non  adeonda  domus. 
Frenduit  hoc  trin&  monstrum  Latiale  coronl, 

Moyit  et  horrificum  comua  dena  minax. 
fit  nee  insnltus  ait  temnes  mea  sacra,  Britanne* 

Snppliciimi  spreta  relig^one  dabis. 
Et  si  stelligeras  unquam  penetrayeris  arces, 

Non  nisi  per  flammas  triste  patebit  iter. 
O  qu&m  funesto  cecinisti  proxima  yero, 

Yerbaque  ponderibus  yix  caritnra  suis  I 
Nam  prope  Tartareo  sublime  rotatua  ab  igni 

Ibat  ad  Kthereaa,  umbra  perusta,  plazas. 
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IY«— /n  eandem. 

QuKif  modd  Roma  suii  deroyerat  impia  dirisy 

£t  Stygfe  damnarat  Teenarioque  sinu. 
Hone,  vice  matata,  jam  toilere  gestit  ad  Mtra, 

£t  cupit  ad  aaperos  erehere  iuq;ae  D«oa. 

v.— /n  inventorem  baaibardm, 

IaPBTIONidbm  laodayit  caeca  Tetuatas, 
Qui  tulit  8Btheream  solis  ab  axe  facem ; 

At  mihi  mi^or  erit,  qui  lurida  creditor  amMt 
£t  trifidam  fulmen  surripuisBe  JotL 

VI. — Ad  Leonoram  Ronut  canentem, 

Anoklus  unicuiqae  evmn  (sic  credite  gentea) 

Obtigit  SBthereis  ales  ab  ordinibiu. 
Quid  mirum  t  Leonora,  tibi  si  gloria  mi^ort 

Nam  tua  presentem  tox  sonat  ipsa  Doom. 
Aat  Deosy  aut  yacui  certi  mens  tertia  cceli  5 

Per  taa  secret6  guttora  serpit  agens ; 
Serpit  agens,  facilisque  docet  mortalia  oorda 

Sensim  immortali  assnescere  posse  sono. 
Qodd  Hi  cnncta  quidem  Dens  est,  per  conctaqne  fumM* 

In  te  un&  loquitur,  caetera  mutus  habet.  l§ 

Yll.— Ad  eandem. 

Altbra  Torquatum  cepit  Leonora  poetam, 

Cigns  ab  insano  cessit  amore  furens. 
Ah  miser  ille  tuo  quantd  felicins  eero 

Perditus,  et  propter  te,  Leonora,  foret ! 
Et  te  Pieril  sensisset  Toce  canentem  § 

Aurea  matemae  fila  morere  lyrae : 
Quamvis  Dircaeo  torsisset  lumina  Pentheo 

Scvior,  aut  totus  desipuisset  iners, 
Tn  tamen  errantes  caec&  vertigine  sensui 

Voce  eadem  poteras  composuisse  tui;  n 

St  poteras,  Kf^ta  spirans  sub  corde,  quiettm 

Flaxammo  cantu  restitoisie  aibi. 
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YIIL— ilil  eandem. 

CBKonui  quid  liqaidam  Sirena  Neapoli  Jactat 

Claraque  Parthenopes  fana  AchelSiadoa, 
Littareamqae  taa  defanctam  Naiada  npa 

Corpora  Chalcidico  sacra  dedisse  rogo  t 
Ilia  quidem  vivitque,  et  amoen&  Tibridia  undi  f 

If  tttavit  rauci  murmura  Paiuilipi. 
niic  Romulidibn  studiis  omata  secundU, 

Atque  homines  canta  detinet  atoue  Deos. 

IX. — Apologut  de  Rustico  et  Hero, 

RusTicus  ex  malo  sapidissima  poma  quotannis 

Legit,  et  urbane  lecta  dedit  Domino  ; 
Hinc  incredibili  fructAs  diUcedine  captus 

Malum  ipsam  in  proprias  transtulit  areolas. 
Hactenus  ilia  ferax,  sed  longo  debilis  sbyo,  5 

Ifota  solo  assnetOi  protenus  aret  iners. 
Quod  tandem  ut  patuit  Domino,  spe  lusus  inani, 

Damnarit  celeres  in  sua  damna  manus ; 
Atque  ait,  heu  quantA  satius  fuit  ilia  Colon! 

(Parva  licet)  grato  dona  tulisse  animo  I  !• 

Possem  ego  avaritiam  fraenare,  gulamqne  Toracem : 

Nunc  periere  mihi  et  foetus  et  ipse  parens. 

X. — Ad  Christinam  Suecorum  Reginam, 
nomine  Cromwelli. 

Belli POTENS  Virg?o,  septem  Regina  Trionum, 

Christina,  ArctoY  lucida  Stella  polil 
Cemis,  quas  merui  dura  sub  casside  mgas, 

Utque  senex  armis  impiger  ora  tero ; 
(nvia  fatorum  dum  per  vestigia  nitor,  i 

Exequor  et  populi  fortia  jussa  manu. 
Ast  tibi  submittit  frontem  reverentior  umbn 

Nee  sunt  lii  vultus  Regibns  usque  traces. 
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Inobitum  ProcancettarH,  meeUcL 
(AnnoiEtadi  17.) 

Paekrk  fati  diflcite  legibos, 

Manosque  Parcse  jam  date  aapplices 
Qui  pendulum  telluris  ortiem 

I&pe*'e  collitis  nepotes. 
Vos  si  relicto  men  vaga  Taenaro  f 

Semel  voc&rit  flebilis,  heu  mono 

Tentantur  incassum,  doliqne ; 
Per  tenebras  Stygis  ire  certum  eat. 
Si  destinatam  peUero  dextera 
Mortem  valeret,  non  ferus  Hercules,  U 

Nessi  venenatus  cruore» 

/Bmathi&  jacuisset  Oetft. 
Nee  fraude  turpi  Palladia  invidsB 
Vidisset  occisnm  I  lion  Hectora,  aut 

Quem  larva  Pelidis  peremit  Ifr 

Ense  Locro,  Jove  lacrymante. 
Sic  triste  fatum  verba  HecatSia 
Fug^re  poasint,  Tellegroni  parens 

Vixisset  infamis,  potentique 
.^Bgiali  soror  usa  virgl.  SO 

Numenque  trinum  fallere  si  queant 
Artes  medentdm,  ignotaque  gramina, 

Non  gnarus  herbarum  Machaon 
Eurypyli  cecidisset  taast&. 
Lesisset  nee  te,  Philyreiei  tf 

Sagritta  EchidnsB  perlita  sangoine. 

Nee  tela  te  fulmenque  avitum 
Cane  puer  genetricis  alvo. 
Tuque  O  alumno  major  Apollliie» 
Gentis  togatss  cui  regimen,  datum,  N 

Frondosa  quem  nunc  Cirrha  lugwt, 
Et  medtis  Helicon  in  undis. 
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Jam  pnefitisses  Palladio  grtgi 
Lsetas,  superstes,  nee  sine  gloria : 
Nee  pappe  lustraaaes  Charootif  M 

Horribilea  baratbri  receeBiB. 
At  fila  rapit  Persephone  taa 
Irata,  cum  te  viderit,  ardbus 
Saccoque  pollenti,  tot  atris 
Faucibus  eripuisse  mortis.  4B 

Colende  Prasses,  membra  preoor  toa 
Ifolli  quieacant  cespite,  ct  ex  too 
Crescant  roese,  caltheque  bostOf 
Purpureoque  Hyacinthns  ore. 
Sit  mite  de  te  judicium  JEacU  ^ 

Subrideatque  iGtuea  Proserpina^ 
Interque  fellces  perennis 
Elj^o  ^atiere  campo. 

I»  Qulntum  Nwembris. 

(Anno  Atitis  17.) 

Jam  jnus  extrema  reniens  lacobus  ab  arcto» 
Teucrigenaa  populos,  lat6que  patentia  vegna 
Albionnm  tenuit,  jamque  inviolabile  foedus 
Sceptia  Caledoniis  coi\)unxerat  Anglica  Scotia : 
Pacificusque  novo  felix  diTesque,  sedebat  f 

In  solio,  occultique  doli  securua  et  hostia : 
Cum  ferua  igpufluo  regnans  Acheronte  tyrannoa, 
Eumenidum  pater,  sethereo  vagpua  exul  Olympo, 
Forte  per  immensum  terrarum  erraTerat  orbem, 
Dinumerana  aceleria  aocios,  ▼ernasque  fidelea»        19 
Participes  regni  post  funera  mcesta  futuros ; 
Hie  tempeatates  medio  ciet  aSre  diraa, 
Ulac  unanimea  odiwn  atmit  inter  amicos, 
Annat  et  inrictaa  in  mutua  Tiacera  gentea ; 
Regnaque  olivifera  yertit  florentia  pace,  IS 

Et  quoscunque  videt  pune  virtutia  amantea» 
Hos  cupit  adjicere  imperio,  fraudumque  mag^iater 
Tentat  inaccesaum  aceleri  corrumpere  pectua ; 
Inaidiaaque  locat  tacitas,  caauesque  latentea 
Tendit,  ut  incautos  rapiat,  seu  Caspia  Tigria  M 

Inaequitur  trepidam  deaerta  per  ayia  prsedam 
Nocte  anb  iUuni,  et  aomno  nictantibua  aatria. 
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POEMATA. 

TaUlras  infestat  populos  Sammaniu  et  urbef 

Cinctus  caBmleae  fumanti  turbine  flammaB. 

Jamqne  fluentisonis  albentia  rapibus  arva  S0 

Apparent,  et  terra  Deo  dilecta  marino, 

Ctti  nomen  dederat  quondam  Neptunia  proles, 

Am]Aitryoniaden  qui  non  dubitavit  atrocem, 

^Eqvore  tranato,  furiali  poncere  bello, 

Ante  ezpug^natae  crudelia  secula  Trqjse.  30 

At  nmul  banc  i^ibusque  et  festa  pace  beatam 
Aspicity  et  pingues  donis  Gerealibus  agros, 
Qoodque  magia  doluit,  Tenerautem  numina  reri 
Sancta  Dei  populum,  tandem  suspiria  rupit 
Tartareos  ig^ea  et  lurid  um  olentia  sulpbur ;  35 

Qualia  Trinacria  truxa  ab  Jove  clausus  in  ^tna 
£fflat  tabifico  monstrosus  ab  ore  Tiphoeua. 
Igoescunt  oculi,  stridetque  adamantinua  ordo 
Dentis,  ut  armorum  fragor,  ictaque  cuspide  cua^  ia 
Atqne  pererrato  solum  boc  lacrymabile  mundo       40 
Inyeni,  dixit,  gens  bsec  mihi  sola  rebellis, 
Contemtrixqne  jugi,  nostraque  potentior  arte. 
Ilia  tamen,  mea  si  quicquam  tentamina  possunt, 
Non  feret  hoc  impune  diu,  non  ibit  inulta. 
Hacteniis ;  et  piceis  liquido  natat  a9re  pennis ;        49 
Qu&  volat,  adversi  praecursant  agmine  Tenti, 
Densantur  nubes,  et  crebra  tonitrua  fulgent. 

Jamque  pruinosas  Telox  superaverat  Alpes, 
£t  tenet  Ausonise  fines  :  a  parte  sinistra 
Nimbifer  Appenninus  erat,  priscique  Sabini,  50 

Dextra  venificiis  infamis  Hetruria,  nee  non 
Te  furtiva,  Tibris,  Tbetidi  videt  oscula  dantem  ; 
Hinc  MaYortigensB  consistit  in  arce  Qxdrini. 
Reddiderant  dubiam  jam  sera  crepuscula  lucem. 
Cum  circumgreditur  totam  Triooronifer  nrbem,      55 
Panificosque  Deos  portat,  scapulisqne  Tiromm 
BTehitur,  pneeunt  submisso  poplite  reges, 
Et  mendicantum  series  longissima  fratrum ; 
Cereaqne  in  manibus  gestant  fanalia  cseci, 
Cimmeriia  nati  in  tenebris,  Titamque  trahentea.     60 
Templa  dein  multis  subeunt  lucentia  tcdis 
(Vesper  erat  sacer  iste  Petro)  fremitoaque  canentav 
Sa  pe  tbdloa  implet  vacuos,  et  inane  locomm. 
Qnaliter  exnlulat  Bromius,  Bromiique  caterra. 


tm  POSMATA. 

OrgU  cantantes  in  Ectaionio  Anoynfho,  tf 

Dum  tremit  attonitos  vitreis  Aaopnii  in  iiiidii» 
Bt  procul  ipse  cava  responsat  rup«  Cifheron. 

His  igitur  tandem  soleuni  more  peractis, 
Nox  senis  amplexus  Erebi  tadtuma  reliqiiit» 
Pnecipitesque  impellit  equos  stimulante  flagdio,    f9 
Captum  oculis  Typhlonta,  Melanchatemque  ferocw 
Atque  Acherontseo  prognatam  patre  Siopen 
Torpidam,  et  tairsutis  horrentem  Phrica  capiUia. 
Interea  regum  domitor,  Phlegetontiua  luBre«i 
Ingreditur  thalamos  (neqae  enim  secretua  adulter  7S 
Product  steriles  moUi  sine  pellice.  noetes) 
At  Tix  compoditos  somnus  claudebat  ocelloe, 
Gum  uiger  lunbrarum  dominus,  rectorque  8ilentuin» 
Praedatorque  liominum  falsft  sub  imagine  tectna 
Astitit ;  assumptis  micuerunt  tempora  canis,  M 

Barba  alnus  promissa  teg^t,  cineracea  longo 
Syrmate  verrit  taumum  Testis,  pendetque  cacallna 
Vertice  de  raso,  et  ne  quicqnam  desit  ad  artes, 
Cannabeo  lumbos  constrixit  fune  salaces. 
Tarda  fenestratis  figens  vestigia  calceia.  85 

Talis,  uti  fama  est,  vasta  Fransciscus  eremo 
Tetra  vagabatur  solus  per  lustra  ferarum, 
Sylvestrique  tulit  genti  pia  verba  salutis 
Impius,  atque  lupos  domuit,  Lybicosque  leones. 

Subdolus  at  tali  Serpens  velatus  amictu  00 

Solvit  in  has  tallax  ora  execratia  voces ; 
Dormis  nate?  Etiamne  tuos  sopor  opprimit  artusT 
Immemor,  O  fidei,  pecorumque  oblite  tuorum ! 
Dum  cathedram ,  venerande ,  tuam,diademaque  triplex 
Ridet  Hyperboreo  gens  barbara  nata  sub  axe,         65 
Oumque  pharetrati  spemunt  tua  jura  Britanni: 
Surge,  age,  surge  piger,  Latinus  quern  Csesar  adoratf 
Cui  reserata  patet  convexi  janua  coeli, 
Turgentes  animos,  et  fastiis  frange  procaces, 
ftacrilegiqoe  sciant,  tua  quid  maledictio  possit.      100 
Et  quid  Apostolic%  possit  custodia  clavis ; 
Et  memor  Hesperise  disjectam  ulciscere  classenif 
Mersaque  Iberorum  lato  vexilla  profundo, 
Sanctorumque  cruci  tot  corpora  fixa  proboase 
Thermodoontea  nuper  regnante  pnella.  IV 

At  ta  si  tenero  mavis  torpescera  lecto« 


/' 


X 


POEMATA. 

Cfresceateaque  negas  host!  contandere  Tires ; 
l^rrrheanm  implebit  nnmeroso  milite  pontuxn, 
Sifl^aque  Aventino  ponet  fulgentia  colle : 
Reliqnias  Tetenim  franget,  flammisque  cremabiti  110 
Sacraque  calcabit  pedibus  tua  colla  profanis, 
Gi^ufl  gaudebant  soleis  dare  basia  reges. 
Nee  tamen  bunc  bellis  et  aperto  Marte  lacesses, 
Irritoa  ille  labor ;  tu  callidus  utere  firaude : 
Qiuelibet  hereticis  disponere  retia  fas  est ;  110 

Jamque  ad  consilium  extremis  rex  magnns  ab  oris 
Patricios  vocat,  et  procerom  de  stirpe  creatos, 
GrrandaBvosqae  patres  trabeft,  canisque  rerendos ; 
Hos  ta  membratim  poteris  conspergere  in  aaras>. 
Atque  dare  in  cineres,  nitrati  pulveris  igne  190 

'iBdibus  injecto,  qu&  conveuere,  sub  imis. 
Protinos  ipse  ig^tur  qnoscunqae  habet  Ang^ia  fidos 
Propositi,  factique,  mone :  quisqu&mne  tuortim 
Aadebit  summi  non  jussa  facessere  Papse  ? 
Perculsosque  meta  subito,  castique  stupentes         189 
Inyadat  vel  Callus  atrox,  yel  ssevus  Iberus. 
SiDcula  sic  illic  tandem  Mariana  redibunt. 
Toque  in  belligeros  iterum  dominaheris  Anglos. 
Et  nequid  timeas,  divos  divasque  secundas 
Accipe,  quotque  tuis  celebrantur  numina  fastis.     IM 
Dixit,  et  adscitos  ponens  malefidus  amictus 
Fng^t  ad  infandam,  regnum  illsetabile,  Letben. 

Jam  rosea  Eoas  pandens  Tithonia  portas 
Yesti  inauratas  redeunti  lumine  terras; 
Moestaque  adhuc  nigri  deplorans  funera  nati         Itt 
Irrig^t  ambrosiis  montana  cacumina  guttis : 
Cum  somnos  pepulit  stellatae  janitor  aulte, 
Noctumos  visus,  et  somnia  grata  revolvens. 

Est  locus  a:tem&  septus  calig^ne  noctis, 
Yasta  ruinosi  quondam  fundaroina  tecti»  140 

Nunc  torri  spelunca  Phoni,  Prodotseque  bilinguis, 
Effera  quos  uno  peperit  Discordia  partu. 
Hie  inter  cementa  jacet  pneruptaque  saxa» 
Ossa  inbumata  virum,  et  trajecta  cadavera  fem>; 
Hie  dolus  Intortis  semper  sedet  ater  ocellis,  141 

Jurgiaque,  et  stimulis  armata  Calumnia  faueef» 
Et  Foror,  atque  tIsb  moriendi  mille  Tidentor, 
Et  timor,  exsangoisque  ioemn  circiunTolat  Horrgr; 
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iSO  POEMATA 

Perpetaoqae  levet  per  muta  silentia  Maaes 

Bxululant,  teilna  et  sanguine  conocia  stagnat. 

Ipsi  etiam  pavidi  latitant  penetralibns  antri 

£t  Phonos,  et  Prodotes,  nnlloque  aequente  per  antram^ 

Antrum  horrens,  ecopnloeum,  atrum  feralibus  lunbria* 

Diffbgiunt  sontest  et  retrd  lumina  vortunt; 

Hoe  pugiles  Romas  per  awcala  longa  fideles  IM 

Erocat  antistes  Babyloniua,  atque  ita  fator. 

Finibufl  occiduis  circumfusum  incolit  aequor 
Gens  exosa  mihi ;  prudens  natura  negavit 
Indignam  penitos  nostro  conjungere  mundo : 
nine,  sic  jubeo,  celeri  contendite  gressu,  100 

Tartareoque  leves  difflentur  pulvere  in  auras 
Et  rex  et  pariter  satrape,  scelerata  propago : 
Bt  quotquot  fidei  caluere  cnpidine  Terae, 
Consilii  socios  adtaibete,  operisque  minitftros. 
Finierat,  rigidi  cupidi  paruere  gemelli.  100 

Interea  longo  flectens  curramine  ccelos 
Despicit  aetherel  dominus  qui  falgurat  arce, 
Tanaque  jMrverssB  ridet  conamina  turbe, 
Atque  sui  causam  populi  -volet  ipse  tueri. 

Esse  femnt  spatium,  qu&  distat  ab  Aside  terra  170 
Fertilis  Europe,  et  spectat  Mareotidas  undas ; 
Hie  turns  posita  est  Titanidos  ardua  Fanus 
JBre^t  lata,  sonans,  rutilis  vicinior  astris 
Qu&m  superimpositum  vel  Athos  vel  Pelion  Ossas. 
Mille  fores  aditusque  patent,  totidemque  fenestne, 
Amplaque  i>er  tenues  translucent  atria  muros :      ITO 
Excitat  bic  varies  plebs  agglomerata  susurros ; 
Qualiter  instrepitant  circum  mnlctralia  bombis 
Agmina  muscarum,  aut  texto  per  ovilia  junco, 
Dum  canis  arstavum  coeli  petit  ardua  culmen.        180 
Ipsa  quidem  summft  sedet  ultrix  matris  in  arce, 
Anribus  innumeris  cinctum  caput  eminet  olli. 
Quels  sonitum  exiguum  trahit,  atque  levissima  capiat 
Murmura,  ab  extremis  patuli  confinibus  orbis. 
Nee  tot,  Aristori4e  serrator  inique  jurencae  185 

Isidos,  immiti  Tolvebas  lumina  vultu, 
Lumina  non  nnquam  tacito  nuntantia  somno« 
I^imina  sulrjectas  late  spectantia  terras. 
Istis  iUa  solet  loca  luce  carentia  saepe 
^erlustrare,  etiam  radiant!  imnerria  sdU :  100 
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POBMATA.  A91 

Millexiiflque  loqoax  auditaque  Tisaque  Unguia 
Coilibet  effundit  temeraria ;  veraque  mendax 
Nunc  minukt  modo  oonfieda  Bermonilras  auget 

Sed  tamen  i  nostro  meruitd  carmine  laudes 
Faua,  tenom  quo  non  aliud  ▼eracins  ullum,         lOd 
Nobis  digna  cani,  uec  te  memorasse  pigebit 
Carmine  tarn  longo ;  senrati  scilicet  Angli 
Officiis,  Taga  diva,  tuis,  tibi  reddimus  asqua. 
Te  Deus,  ctemos  notii  qui  temperat  ignes» 
Fulmine  pnemisso  alloquitur,  terrftque  tremente : 
Fama  silesl  an  te  latet  impia  Papisturum 
Cenjurata  cohora  in  meque  meosque  Britannoa, 
£t  noTa  eceptigero  caedes  meditata  IScobot 
Nee  plura,  ilia  statim  sensit  maudata  Tonanti* 
Et  satis  ante  fugax  stridentis  induit  alas, 
Induit  et  Tariis  exilia  corpora  plumis; 
Dextra  tubam  gestat  Temesaeo  ex  sere  soaoram. 
Nee  mora,  jam  pennis  cedentee  remigat  auras, 
Atque  parum  est  cursu  celeres  prsevertere  nabef , 
Jtaa  rentos,  jam  solis  equos  post  terga  reliqnit :    IM 
Ec  prime  Augliacas,  solito  de  more,  per  urbes 
Ambiguas  Toces,  inoertaqne  murmura  sparg^t, 
M ox  arguta  dolos,  et  detestabile  mlgat 
Proditiunis  opus,  nee  non  facta  berrida  dictn, 
Anthoresque  addit  sceleris,  nee  garrola  caeds        119 
Insidiis  loea  stracta  silet?  stupuere  relatis,* 
Et  pariter  jnyenes,  pariter  tremnere  pneUsB, 
EfToetiqne  aenes  pariter,  tantasqae  minn 
Sensus  ad  artatem  subito  penetrarerit  onmem. 

Attamen  interea  popuU  miserescit  ab  alto  SM 

Athereua  pater,  et  cmdelibos  obetitit  ansia 
PapicolAm ;  capit  poenas  raptantor  ad  acres; 
At  pia  tkura  Deo,  et  grati  solTantar  honorae ; 
Compita  laeta  foeis  genialibns  ooinia  Iwnant ;        tM 
Tnrba  choros  Juyenllis  agit :  Quintoqoe  Norwdbite 
NolU  die*  tete  ooooRit  oelebntior 


I 
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FOBMATA. 


In  Mtum  Pr^suUs  EUetuiu 
(Amo  JEwtk  17.) 

Adhuo  madentcs  rore  squalebant  gwam, 

Et  sicca  nondum  lumina 
Adhiic  Uqnentis  imbre  turgcebant  Balis, 

Ouem  nuper  efRidi  pins, 
Dum  moesta  cbaro  justa  penolvi  rogo  L 

Wintoniensis  Pnesulis. 
Cum  centilingtiis  Fama  (proh  I  semper  mall 

Cladisque  vera  nuntia) 
Spargit  per  urbes  divitis  Britannise, 

Populosque  NeptuiK  satos,  10 

Cessinse  morti»  et  ferreis  sororibos 

Te  generis  human!  decus. 
Qui  rex  sacrorum  ill&  fiusti  in  insnii 

Qu»  uomen  Anguillte  tenet. 
Tunc  inquieturo  pectus  ir&  protiniu  U 

Ebulliebat  fervidd, 
Tumulis  potentem  saepe  devovens  deam : 

Nee  YOta  Naso  in  Ibida 
Concepit  alto  diriora  pectore ; 

Graiusque  vates  parcius  90 

Turpem  Lycambis  execratus  est  doIum« 

Sponsamqae  Neobolen  suam. 
At  ecce  diras  ipse  dum  fundo  g^res, 

Et  imprecor  neci  necem, 
Audisse  tales  videor  attouitus  sonos  tS 

Leni,  sub  aur&,  flamine : 
Caecos  furores  pone,  pone  vitream 

Bilemque,  et  irritas  minas. 
Quid  temeri  viulas  non  nocenda  aumina» 

Subitoque  ad  iras  percita?  10 

Non  est,  ut  arbitraris  elusus  miser. 

Mors  atra  Noctis  filia, 
Ereb6ve  patre  creta,  sive  Erinnye, 

YastoTe  nata  sub  Chao : 
Ast  ilia  corlo  missa  stellato,  Dei  ti 

Messes  ubique  coUigit ; 
Animasqae  mole  came&  reconditas 

In  htoBm  et  auras  cTocat; 
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POSMATi^. 

Vt  aua  Aigaees  excitant  Hone  diem 

Themidos  Jofiaque  filiae ;  ^ 

£t  sempitemi  dacit  ad  Tultiis  patrfa : 

At  justa  raptat  impios 
Sab  regrna  fiinri  luctuosa  Tartan, 

Sedesque  subterraneas, 
Hanc  at  yocantem  laetiu  aodivi,  cito  4$ 

Foedam  reliqui  carcerem, 
Yolatilesque  fatutiw  inter  milites 

Ad  aatra  sublimls  feror : 
Yatea  at  olim  raptos  ad  coelom  senex 

Aariga  cnrros  ignei.  m 

Non  me  Bootis  temiere  lucidi 

Sarraca.tarda  frig^re,  aut 
Pormidolosi  scorpions  bracbia» 

Non  ensis  Orion  taus. 
PnetervolaTi  fulgidi  solis  globom  M 

Long^ae  sab  pedibus  deam 
Yidi  triformem,  dnm  cogrcebat  suo* 

Frsenis  dracones  aixreis. 
Erraticorum,  siderum  per  ordines 

Per  lecteas  vehor  plagas,  §§ 

Yelocitatem  ssepe  miratns  novam  *, 

Donee  nitentes  ad  fores 
Yentiun  est  Olympi,  et  regiam  crystallinaai,  et 

Stratum  smaragdis  atrium. 
Sed  hie  tacebo,  nam  quis  eflfkri  queat  fft 

Oriondus  humano  patre, 
Amoenitates  illius  loci  1  mihi 

Sat  est  in  etemum  frui. 

Naturam  non  pati  senium, 

Hbu  qu&m  perpetuis  erroribus  acta  fatiscit 

Avia  mens  hominum,  tenebrisque  immersa  proftiiidii 

(Edipodioniam  volvit  sub  pectore  noctem  1 

Qaae  vesana  suis  metiri  facta  deorum 

Aadet.  et  incisas  leges  adamante  perenni  $ 

Assimilare  sais,  nulloque  solubile  ssbcIo 

Consilium  fati  peritaris  alligat  boris. 

Ergtae  marcescet  solcantibas  obnita  foglf 
VatoTO  lacief ,  et  remm  potlica  mattr 


1^4  rownuitjL 

Oamlpsram  eoM4rw)t»  vtemm  ■terilawtt  ah  «««f  It 
Bt  M  turn*.  Mnem  maid  eertii  paMibav  iUt 
lUottream  treaiMMiiida  eapatt  sum  tetn  TetulMi 
Aniioniiiiqae  sterna  lamea*  aqnallorqa*  ntamp» 
Sident  yexalmnt  t  an  et  iosatiabila  Tempos 
EsQiiet  Coelnm,  rapietque  in  Tiaeera  patremt         If 
Hen»  potaitne  soas  impmdena  Jtqpker  aroea 
Hoo  contra  mttnlase  nefasi  et  Tenporia  isto 
Kzemiaae  malo,  gTroaque  dediaae  perennea  t 
Ergo  erit  at  qoandoque  aono  dilapoa  tremendo 
Conrexi  tabulata  ruant,  atqne  obrina  icta  M 

Stridet  nterque  poliu,  superftque  nt  OlTinpiaa  anl4 
Dectdaty  horribilisque  retectA  Gorgone  Pallaa ; 
Qualia  in  Mgtam  prolea  Jummia  Leninon 
Detorbata  sacro  cecidit  de  limine  coeli  t 
Tu  quoque  Phabe,  toi  casaa  imitabere  nati  S9 

PnBcipiti  enrra,  snUtAque  ferere  mina 
ProniUi  et  extincta  fdmabit  lampade  Nereu4» 
Et  dabit  attonito  fn^a  aibila  ponto. 
Tunc  etiam  aArei  divnlsna  sedibiu  Hsemi 
Dissidtabit  apex,  imoque  allisa  barathro  M 

Terrebnnt  Stygiom  dejecta  Ceratmia  Ditem, 
In  saperos  qnibus  turns  erat»  fratemaqae  beUa. 
At  Pater  omnipotena,  fondatis  fortiiu  aatria, 
Conauluit  remm  summe«  certoqne  peregit 
Pondere  fatomm  lances,  atque  ordine  sonuno         95 
Singcda  perpetunm  Jussit  servare  tenorem. 
Yolvitur  hinc  Idpsu  mundi  rota  prima  diomo ; 
Raptat  et  ambitos  80ci&  yertigine  cuelos. 
Tardior  band  solito  Satumns,  et  acer  ut  olim 
Fulmineum  ratilat  cristat&  casside  Mavors.  49 

Floridus  setemdm  Pboebus  juvenile  coruscat. 
Nee  fovet  effoetas  loca  per  declivia  terras 
Deyexo  temone  Dens ;  sed  semper  amicft 
Imce  potens,  eadem  corrit  per  signa  rotanan 
Snrgit  odoratis  pariter  formosis  ab  India,  45 

JEthereum  pecus  albenti  qui  cogit  Olympo 
Vane  yocans,  et  sems  agens  in  pascua  coeli ; 
Temporis  et  gemino  dispertit  regna  colore. 
Fulget,  obitque  yices  altemo  Delia  comu, 
CSsDroleurnqne  ignem  paribus  complectitnr  irinlii    M 
Kec  yariant  elementa  fidam,  aolitoqne  firagmre 
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Lorida  perenlaas  jMolamtor  ftilndaa  rnpei. 
Nee  per  inane  Atrit  Iwriori  mnmrare  Conu> 
Stringit  et  annifenM  leqaali  horrore  Oelduw  M 

Tmx  Aqoilo,  spiratqoe  hyemem,  nimboeqiie  "nSatatm 
Utqiie  aolet,  Sieoli  direrberat  ima  Pelori 
Rex  maris,  et  raucl  ciroomstrepit  asqnora  oondiA 
Oceaui  Tubicen,  nee  yasti  mole  minorem 
iE^eona  ferant  dorao  Balearica  cete. 
Sed  neqne.  Terra,  tibi  necli  vigor  iUe  Tetiiad         it 
Priscus  abest*  Mnrafeque  amim  Nardaras  odaraniy 
Bt  puer  ille  saiun  tenet,  et  poer  ille»  deoorem^ 
Phoebe  tuusque  et  Cypri  taus,  neo  ditior  (dim 
Terra  datum  sceleri  celavit  montibna  anram  M 

Conscia,  Tel  sub  aqnia  gemmas.   Sic  deniqne  in  mwmm 
Ibit  conctarom  series  jostiasima  renun ; 
Donee  flamma  «rbem  populabitnr  ultima,  latA 
Circomplexa  jmlos,  et  rasti  colmina  coeli ; 
Ingentique  logo  flagrabit  maohina  mundL  it 

De  Idea  Platonica  quemadmodum 
Aristotelet  iwteiiexit, 

Dicm,  sacrorum  pnesides  nemorum  de« 

Tuque  O  noTeni  perbeata  numinis 

Memoria  mater,  quaeque  in  immenso  procul 

Antro  recumbis  otiosa  ^temitas, 

Honumenta  servans,  et  ratas  leges  Joris,  • 

Coelique  fastos  atque  ephemeridas  Dedm* 

Quis  ille  primus  cujus  ex  imagine 

Natura  solera  finxit  hnmannm  genua* 

JEtemus,  inoonruptus,  aequarrus  polo, 

Unusque  et  uniTersus,  exemplar  Deit  1§ 

Hand  ille  Palladis  gemellus  innnbaa 

Interna  proles  insidet  menti  Jovis ; 

Sed  quamlibet  natura  sit  oommunior* 

Tamen  seorsiks  extat  ad  morem  unius, 

Bt,  mira,  eerto  stringitur  spatio  loci ;  M 

Seu  sempitemus  iUe  sidemm  eomea 

CoBlli  pererrat  ordines  decempUds, 

CitimumTe  terris  ineolit  lunaa  globmn  t 

Bira  inter  animas  corpus  adituraa  ledsaH 

(NdlyioaMtOfpetadlietiieiaqiuft  fit 


h 


] 


Uij  POXMATA. 

Sir*  ill  noDOtit  fortr  tanraram  plag» 

Inoedit  ingeas  bonilnii  archgtyp—  gifM^ 

£«  dUis  tremendu  erigit  eelMut  capnta. 

Allaate  nu^  jpocthore  aidenim. 

NoDf  Giii  profondom  o«eit«ft  Inmexi  dadtt*  ftl 

Diranu  aiqpir  ridit  hunc  alto  ahia; 

Non  hvBc  silanti  nocte  PlSionea  nepoa 

Yatom  sagaci  pnepes  ostsndit  ehoro ; 

Nia  bnnc  aaoerdoa  noiit  AMyriiu,  Uoet 

LongOB  Tetnati  oommemoret  atayos  Nini*  It 

Piiaemnqtte  Belon»  indytamqua  OaJridem. 

Non  ille  trino  gkniomu  nomine 

Tar  anagnns  Hermea  (at  sit  arcani  aciena) 

Talam  xaliquit  laidii  coltoribas. 

At  tn  perenne  naris  Academi  decns  tf 

(Hkc  moaatra  ai  tn  jnimua  induxti  aeholis) 

Jam  jam,  poetaa  wins  exnlaa  two 

Bavocabia*  ipaa  fabulator  maximna ; 

Ant  inatitator  ipse  migrabis  foras.  89 

A,A  PatrcMm 

Ndnc  mea  Pierios  cnpiam  per  pectora  sontes 
Irrignas  torquere  rias,  totumque  per  era 
Vcdyere  laxatom  gemino  de  rertice  rivum ; 
Ut  tenues  oblita  sonos  audacibtu  alis 
Surgat  in  officinm  venerandi  Musa  parentis.  f 

Hoc  ntconque  tibi  gjatum,  pater  optime,  carmen 
Exignum  meditatur  opus :  nee  norimus  ipsi 
Aptiiis  k  nobis  qnse  possint  mnnera  donis 
Respondere  tnis,  quamvis  nee  maxima  possint 
Reqiondere  tuis»  nedum  nt  par  gratia  donis  1ft 

Esse  queat,  vacuis  qu»  redditur  arida  verbis. 
Sed  tamen  hec  noetros  ostendit  pagina  census, 
Bt  quod  habemus  opum  chartft  numeravimus  isti, 
QosB  miki  sunt  nullee,  nisi  quas  dedit  aorea  Clio, 
Quas  mihi  semoto  somni  perperere  sub  antra.         If 
Et  uemoris  laureta  sacri  Pamassides  umbrae. 
Nee  tu  yatis  opus  divinum  despice  carmen. 
Quo  nihil  sethereos  ortus,  et  semina  coeli. 
Nil  magis  humanam  commendat  origine  mentaai» 
■•neta  PromethesB  retinena  yeatigpia  flamnwa.         M 
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Camum  smantsapevittremelMmdaqne  Tutunt  fmnonk 
Ima  ciere  ralet*  diroaqoe  ligare  profondos, 
St  tripUci  dam  Manes  adamante  coevcet. 
Cannini  seponti  retegoat  arcana  futori 
Phflebadea»  et  tremobD  pallentes  ara  Sibylla ;         18 
Carmina  aacrificns  lollennes  pangit  ad  araa, 
Aorea  sen  stemit  motantem  comiia  tannim ; 
Sen  cAm  fata  sag^ax  fomantibua  ahdita  fitois 
Consolit,  et  tepidia  Paroam  acratator  in  extia.       • 
Not  etiam  patrium  tunc  enm  lepetemns  Olyapum, 
./EtemsBque  mora  stabunt  immobUia  asvi; 
Ibimna  aaratis  per  cosli  tenipla  coronis, 
Dalcia  suayiloque  aociantes  carmina  plectro, 
Astra  quibus,  geminique  poli  conrexa  sonabnnt 
Spiritos  et  rapidos  qui  circinat  ig^ieiis  orbei,  SI 

Nunc  qooque  sidereis  intercinit  ipse  choreia 
Immortale  melos,  et  inenarrabile  carmen ; 
Torrida  dam  rutUos  compescit  sibila  seipensy 
Demiuoque  ferox  gladio  mansuescit  Orion; 
Stellarum  nee  sentit  onus  Maurusius  Atlas.  49 

Carmina  regales  epulas  omare  solebant. 
Cam  nondum  liixus,  vastaeque  immensa  rorago 
Nota  guke,  et  modico  spamabat  coena  LysBO. 
Turn  de  more  sedens  festa  ad  convivia  vates,      « 
iEscale&  intonsos  redimitus  ab  arbore  crinevt         4S 
Heroumque  actus,  imitandaque  gesta  canebat» 
Et  cbaos,  et  positi  latd  fundamina  mundi, 
Reptantesque  deos,  et  alentes  numina  g^andes* 
Et  nondum  .Aitneo  qusesitum  fulmen  ab  antro. 
Denique  quid  vocis  modulamen  inane  'uvabit        M 
Verbomm  sensasque  vacans,  numerique  loqoacist 
Silvestres  decet  iste  choros,  non  Orphea  cantos. 
Qui  tenuit  flnyios,  et  quercubus  addidit  aures, 
Carmine,  non  citbarft;  simulachraque  fun%:ta  canendo 
Compulit  in  lachrymas ;  habet  has  &  carmine  laodes. 
Nee  tu  perg^  precor,  sacras  contemnere  Musas,  M 
Nee  Tanas  inopesque  pata,  qnarum  ipse  peritaa 
Mnnere,  mille  sonos  numeros  componis  ad  aptost 
Millibus  et  vocem  modulis  rariare  canoram 
Doctus,  Arionii  merit6  sis  nominis  heeres.  ft 

Nunc  tibi  quid  mirum,  si  me  genuisse  poltayn 
Gontigerit,  charo  si  tarn  propi  sanguine  Junrti: 
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Ipse  TotoM  PhortMH  m  disportiur*  dnobu*, 

AHeva  dona  villi,  dsdit  altera  doaa  yanad,  i| 

DiTidinunqiw  Daua,  geaitariiie  paMnqua,  ttoMmwt, 

Ta  tanMn  «C  ■Jwqkw  tonerat  odiwa  OaaittBaa> 
N«m  odiiM  TCor ;  aeqiue  eniin,  ft^r,  ire  jababas 
Q«4  vlar  lata  pate^  qui  pronior  area  Incri, 
Certaqaa  oandandi  iolgat  spea  aarea  namml  7^ 

Mae  n^li  ad  legea,  maM  cvatoditaqtM  gentis 
Jara*  aae  inaolna  daxnnas  clamoriboB  aores ; 
8ad  magis  ezcoham  oapiena  ditetcere  mentem, 
Me  procal  urbano  strepita,  seceMibns  altis 
AbdacCom  Aimi»  jacuada  per  otia  ripnf*,  7S 

FboBbieo  lafeeri  oomitem  sinis  ire  beatum.  « 

Ofllcinm  «Aara  taceo  connnuDe  parentis. 
Me  poacvnt  anajora  :  tao,  pater  optime,  snmptn 
Cdm  mibi  RmnoIeaB  patuit  facnndla  lingxiie, 
Et  Latii  Teneres,  et  quas  Jovia  ora  decebant  80 

Grandia  magniloquia  elata  rocabula  Graiis, 
Aidere  soasisti  qaos  jactat  Gallia  floras ; 
Et  qaam  degeneri  noviu  Italus  ore  loquelam 
Fondit,  barbaricos  testatus  Toce  tumaltus, 
Quaeque  Palnatinna  loqoitnr  mystcria  ▼ates.  M 

Demqua  qnieqaid  babet  coelum,  sablectaque  coelo 
Terra  parens,  terrseqne  et  coelo  interfluus  aer, 
Quicquid  et  unda  tegit,  pontique  agitabile  marmort 
Per  te  noeae  licet,  per  te,  si  noase  libebit : 
DimotAqne  renit  apectanda  scientia  nube,  M 

Nada  que  conspicuos  inclinat  ad  oscula  vultos. 
Mi  fog^isae  velim,  ni  sit  lib&sse  molestum. 

I  nunc,  confer  opes,  quisquis  malesanus  avitas 
Austriaoi  gazas,  PerQanaque  regna  ^raeoptas. 
QttflB  potoit  majora  pater  tribuisse,  vel  ipse  OS 

Jopiter,  excepto,  don&sset  ut  omnia,  coelo  t 
Non  potiora  dedit,  qaamvis  et  tnta  dissent, 
Pttblica  qui  juveni  commisit  lumina  nato 
At  que  Hyperiouis  curms,  et  fraena  diei, 
Et  cirenm  nndantem  radiat&  luce  tiaram.  lOt 

Ergo  ego  jam  docts  para  quamlibet  ima  caterras 
Yictricea  hederas  inter,  laurosque  sedebo ; 
Jamque  nee  obacurus  populo  miscebor  inerti, 
Yitabnntqne  oeulos  Testigia  nostra  profanos. 


// 


:A 


POSMATA.  MO 

Bite  pneid  Tigiles  ear«,  procnl  ette  qaeMtoBt      96 
Invidivftto  acies  tnasTerao  tntilis  hixqno* 
Sara  nee  uaguifenB  extende  celmnnia  rictus ; 
In  me  triste  nihil  foediesima  tarba  potestis. 
Nee  vestri  sum  juris  ego ;  secnraque  tutus 
Pectora,  Tipereo  gradiar  sublimis  ab  ictn.  lit 

At  tibi»  chare  pater,  postquam  non  aqua  merenti 
Posse  referre  datnr,  nee  dona  rejtendere  factis» 
Sic  memorftsse  satis,  repetitaque  munera  grate 
Percensere  animo,  fidseque  rejKmere  menti. 

£t  Tos,  O  nostri,  juvenilia  carmina,  lusus,         Ilfi 
Si  mode  perpetnos  sperare  audebitis  annos, 
Et  domini  superesse  rogo,  lucemque  tueri* 
Neo  spisso  rapient  oblivia  nigra  sub  Oreo, 
Forsitan  has  landes,  decantatumque  parentis 
Hoaaaen,  ad  exemplnm,  sero  servabitis  sbto.  KM 

PSALM  CXIV. 
IZPA^HA  071  ira^s,  tr  iyXaut  (puk*  'Imjmv/Smt 

A^  r^Tt  fi»vMv  tfif  Strtaf  yht  vitf  *I0U^«. 

*Ey  %\  hot  kaoT^t  ftiyet  Kalian  fiafikttnt. 

£7^1,  xa)  iyr^04r«^ny  ^(lyoX  Ip^etn^t  fieiXa^m  6 

Kvfiart  tlku/AtPti  fW/w,  «^  a^'  irrviftki^tti 

*l^»f  ^Ic^ams  itOTt  a^yvpouiiai  ^nyriP, 

*E»  '^  «#!«  ftut^^ftM^n  aicu^inet  xkovinri, 

*Slf  K^ut  ^^ftyiatvTtf  lu^enpt^iS  iv  uXajri. 

Om  sta^)  vv^iyyt  P*kif  v9ro  finrt^i  &^9H» 

Tistrt  9vy^  o-Uk  taXaaaa^  vexktt^  ^vyat^  X^^mttnii 

'l^if  'l«#)d(yf)  fTtfTi  ot^yo^tiut  stttynv  ; 

T/oV  a0ta  ^»tu4/4M^tf  it^ru^itrut  xXnitvh,  15 

'Of  x(i*t  ^^tytanms  iVr^x^t^^  U  «X«r^  ; 

Btuori^eu  ri  T  a^'  t/A/Aif  ittctffxt^rn^xT  I^Atmm, 

02«  ira^a}  ^u»tyyt  (plx^j  viri  fitiri^i  apnt ; 

2i/m  ym»  r^itti€»  4%99  fuyAk*  lxrv9rt«i>r» 

Bm»  Ptiv  r^tUut  uvarev  y$fiaf  *l^^a»iimsj  20 

*0y  Tt  xmi  Ix  ^iX£ittf  wtraftsut  ;^ls  /uayiiynrMfc 
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FhilMophhi  ad  ngem  qutndam,  ipti  eum  igmatum  et 
tnfontetn  inter  reaforU  captum  imeiuM  damfunt' 
rat,  mt  iir)  #Kvd(ry  «-«^uw/u»^,  kite  tubito  mUit, 

Ttiit  y  i»  vtiXtaf  nt^tatfufi9f  &X.xap  «XM'«Wf . 

In  efftgiei  ejus  Sculptorem, 
*Afimht  ytypeupieu  X^^t*  ''^^^^  f''*^  tttcimt 

T«y  0  lartwatriv  a'j»  Wtynirtg  ^/Xm 


Ad  Salsillum  Poetam  Romanum  €Pgrota»tem, 

ttCAZONTXS. 

O  MusA  gressiun  qusB  volens  trahis  claudum, 
Vulcamoqae  tarda  gaudes  incessu. 
Nee  sentis  illud  in  loco  minus  gratum, 
Qo&m  ciim  decentes  flava  DSiope  suras 
Altemat  aurcum  ante  Junonis  tectum ;  A 

Adesdum  et  h»c  s'is  verba  pauca  Salsillo 
Refer,  Camoena  nostra  cui  tantum  est  cordi, 
Quamque  ille  mag^is  preetulit  immeritd  divis. 
H»c  ergo  alumnus  ille  Londini  Milto, 
DiebuB  hisce  qui  suum  linquens  nidum  If 

Polique  tractum»  pessimus  ubi  rentorum, 
Ijx  sanientis  impotensque  pulmonis, 
Pernix  anhela  sub  Jove  exercet  flabra, 
Yenit  feraces  Itali  soli  ad  glebas. 
Visum  snperb&  cognitas  urbes  fam&  U 

Yirosque,  doctseqne  indolem  juventutiB. 
Tibi  optat  idem  hie  faosta  multa,  Salsille, 
Habitnmque  fesi<o  corpori  penit&s  sanum  ; 
Cui  nunc  profunda  bilis  infestat  renes, 
Prsecordiisque  fixa  damnosum  spirat ;  20 

Nee  id  pepercit  impia  quod  tu  Romano 
Tarn  cultns  ore  Lesbiitm  condis  melos. 
O  dnlce  divAm  munns,  O  sains  Hebet 
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GermmDa  I  Tuque  Phoebe  morborum  terror, 

Pytlume  cmao,  give  tu  magis  Paean  IS 

Libenter  audis,  hie  tuus  sacerdos  est. 

Querceta  Fauni,  votique  rore  yinoao 

CoUes  benig^i,  mitis  Evandri  sedes* 

Siquid  ttalubre  vallibus  frondet  vestris. 

Lav  amen  ttgro  ferte  certadm  vati.  St 

Sic  ille»  charis  redditus  rursdm  Musis, 

Vicina  dulci  prata  mulccbit  cantu. 

Ipse  inter  atros  emirabitur  lucos 

Numa,  ubi  beatum  degit  otium  cetemnm, 

Suam  recUris  semper  iGgeriam  spectans.  8S 

Tumidusque  et  ijise  Tibris,  hinc  delinitus 

Spei  favebit  annuse  oolonorum : 

Nee  in  sepulcbris  ibit  obsessum  reges 

Nimium  sinistro  laxus  irruens  lore  : 

Sed  fnena  melius  temperabit  undarum,  40 

Adusque  curvi  falsa  regna  Portumui. 


MANSUS. 

loaBnea  Baptists  Mamnn  MarchfoVilen»ii,viriBffeDU  lande.tum 
litenriim  studio,  nee  non  et  t)elHra  virtute  ipud  Italos  clariw 
la  primis  est.  Ad  queiii  Torquati  t  assi  dialoeu*  eztat  de  Ami- 
dtia  scriptUK;  rrat  eoim  Tasd  amiclssimus;  ab  quo  etiam  later 
Campania.'  principes  relebratur,  in  il)o  poemate  cui  thulna  Oe- 
nualemme  Conquigtata,  lib.  30. 

Fra  cavaliiT  magnanimi,  e  CortecJ 
Risplendeil  Manso 

I«  authnrem  Neapoli  cnmmorantem  summa  beneroleotia  prow* 
cutus  est,  multaqut;  ei  detulit  hunianitatis  officia.   Ad  banc  lt»-. 
que  hos|)f>]i  ille  autef]uani  ab  ea  urbe  discedervt^  at  oe  logratoat 
se  osteuderat,  hoc  carmen  misit. 

HiCC  quoqce,  Manse,  tuae  meditantur  earmina  landl 
Pierides,  tUii,  Manse,  eboro  notjssime  Phoebi, 
Quandoquidem  ille  alinm  haud  a?quo  est  dignatna  ho 
Post  Gallt  cineres,  et  Mecaenatis  Hetrusei.        [noro 
Tu  qnoque,  si  nostras  tantum  valet  aura  Camoena,  o 
Victricea  hederas  inter,  laurosque  sedebis. 
Te  pridem  roa^o  felix  concordia  Tasso 
Jun\it»  et  aeternis  inscripsit  nomina  ehartia; 
Mux  tibi  dulciloquwn  non  inseia  Mom  Marimaa 
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I^mdidil;  ill*  tanm  did  m  gandet  ahnBrnm  It 

Dam  canit  AmyxioB  dirAm  prolixiu  amores ; 
MoHis  et  AaaoniM  atopeliBeit  carmtn*  aymylyn, 
lUe  itidem  morieiui  tibi  soli  debita  ratea 
0«8a»  tibi  soli,  Bupremaqna  vota  reliqnit : 
Nee  manes  pietas  tna  cbara  fefellit  amici ;  IS 

Yidimas  arridentem  openao  ex  sere  poetam. 
Nee  satis  hoc  visum  est  in  utrumque*  et  nee  pia  oes> 
Officia  in  tomulo ;  cupis  integpros  rapere  Omhv    [sant 
Qui  potes,  atque  avidas  Parcarom  eladere  leges : 
Ambomm  genus,  at  Taria  sub  sorte  peractam         20 
I>escTibis  vitam,  moresque^  et  dona  Minerre ; 
.ASmulus  iUius,  Mycalen  qui  natus  ad  altam, 
Retulit  .^olii  yitam  facundus  Homeri. 
Ergo  ego  te,  Cliik  et  magai  nomine  Pboebiy 
Manse  pater^  jubeo  longum  sal v  ere  per  sBTum^      9S 
Missus  HypeiHboreo  juvenis  peregnnus  ab  axm. 
Nee  tu  longxnquam  bonus  a^pemabare  Musam^ 
QusB  nuper  gelid&  vix  enutrita  sub  Arcto 
Imprudens  Italas  ausa  est  Tolitare  per  wrbes. 
Nos  etiam  in  nostro  modulantes  fiumixke  cygnos    30 
Gredimus  obscuras  xkoctes  sensisse  per  umbras. 
Qui  Thamesis  late  puris  ai^enteus  umis 
Oeeani  Glaucos  perfundit  gurgite  criofies : 
Quin  et  in  has  quondam  pervenit  Tityrus  oras. 

Sed  neque  nos  genus  incultum,  nee  inutile-  Pbeebe 
Qu&  plaga  septeno  mundi  sulcata  Trione  3i 

Bnmialem  patitur  longa  sub  nocte  Beoten. 
Nos  etiam  eolimus  Phoebum,  nos  munera  Phieba 
Flayentes  spicas,  et  hitea  mala  canistris, 
Halentemqne  crocum  (perhibet  nisi  vana  -vetastas)  49 
Misimus,  et  lectas  Druidum  de  gente  choreas. 
(Gens  I>ruides  antiqua  sacris  operata  deorura 
Heroum  laudes  imitandaque  gesta  canebaat) 
Hinc  quoties  festo  cingunt  altaria  cantu 
Delo  in  herbosa  Graiae  de  more  puellsBf  49 

Garminibus  Isetis  memorant  Corinfida  Loko» 
Fatidicamque  Upxn,  eum  flavicom&  Hecaarge^ 
Nuda  Caledonio  variatas  pectora  fuco. 

Fbrtunate  senex,  erg^  quacunque  per  orbem 
Torquati  decus,  et  nomen  celebrabitur  ingeas»       M 
Claniffue  peipetui  sao^»cseet  £una  Maxini; 
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Tu.  qwxpio  in  on  freqaena  renies,  plaiuramqae  rixe- 
Et  parili  carpes  iter  immortale  Tolata.  [nun, 

IKortnr  torn  sponte  toos  habitMse  penates 
Cynthiufl,  et  famolas  venlMe  ad  limina  Mnsas :     M 
At  non  sponte  domnm  tamen  idem,  et  reg^  adirit 
Rora  PheretiadsB,  coelo  fugitiyus  .A^llo ; 
Hie  licet  magnum  Alciden  rasoeperat  hospei ; 
TantAm  ubi  clamosos  placait  vitare  bubulcoSf 
Nobile  mansneti  cessit  Chironis  in  antnuD^  80 

Irrigoos  inter  saltus,  frondosaque  tecta, 
Peneiwn  prope  rivum :  ibi  saspe  sub  ilice  nigr&. 
Ad  citharsB  strepitum,  blanda  prece  Tictua  amici, 
Exilii  duros  lenibat  voce  labores. 
Tom  neque  ripa  suo,  barathro  nee  fixa  sab  imo      OS 
Saxa  stetere  loco ;  nutat  Trachinia  rapes, 
Neo  sentit  solitas,  immania  pondera,  silvas ; 
Emotaeqae  sois  properant  de  collibus  omi, 
Molcentarqae  uovo  maculosi  carmine  lynces. 

Diis  dilecte  senex,  te  Jupiter  sequus  oportet        70 
Kascentem,  et  «niti  lustrarat  lumine  Phoebus, 
Atlantisque  nepos ;  neque  enim,  nisi  charns  ab  ortu 
Diis  superis,  poterit  magno  favisse  poetss. 
Hinc  longieya  tibi  lento  sub  flore  senectus 
Yemat,  et  ^Bsnnios  lucratar  vivida  fuses ;  75 

Nondom  deciduos  serrans  tibi  frontib  honores, 
Ingeniamqne  rigens,  et  adultum  mentis  acumen. 
O  mihi  si  mea  aors  talem  conce^at  amicum, 
PhoebsBOfl  decorasse  Tiros  qui  tam  bene  ndrit. 
Si  quando  indigenas  rerocabo  in  carmina  reges,    80 
Artummqne  etiam  sab  terris  bella  moventem  I 
Ant  dicam  invfctss  sociali  foedere  mensas 
Magnanimos  Heroas,  et  (O  modo  spiritos  adsit) 
Frangam  Saxrmicas  Britonem  sub  Marte  phalange. 
Tandem  ubi  non  tacitss  permensus  tempore  vitse,  05 
Annorumque  satnr,  cineri  sua  jura  relinquam, 
Ille  mihi*  lecto  madidis  astaret  ocellis, 
Aatanti  sat  erit  si  dicam,  sim  tibi  cuns ; 
Ille  meos  artus,  liventi  morte  solutos, 
Curaret  parret  componi  molliter  uma :  Of 

Porsitan  et  ncstros  ducat  de  marmore  -rultos, 
Nectens  ant  Paphia  myrti  ant  Pamasside  laori 
Fronde  cemas,  at  ego  secora  poce  qoieacam. 

«  N 
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Tom  qtioque,  si  qua  fides,  si  pnemia  certa  boaoitfiii 
Ipse  ego  c»licolAm  semotus  in  tethera  divAm,         %• 
Qud  labor  et  mens  para  vehunt,  atque  ignea  TiltOi^ 
Secreti  h«c  aliqna  mundi  de  parte  videbo, 
Quantmn  fata  sinunt :  et  tota  mente  serenikm 
Ridens,  purporeo  suffundar  lumine  Toltus, 
Et  simol  sethereo  plaadam  mihi  Uetos  Olympo.     IM 


EPITAPHIUM  DAMONIS. 

ARGUMENTUM. 

Tliynlfl  et  Damon  ejutdem  vidnite  pastores,  eadem  gtndiaseqaofl, 
a  paeritia  sinici  erant,  ut  qui  pluriinum.  Thyrsls  animi  cauta 
profectus  peregre  de  obiai  Danionis  nuncium  accepit.  I>oiniua 
poAlea  iwenusy  et  rem  fta  esse  coroperio,  se,  suamqae  soUta 
oinem  hoc  caritiiiie  deploret.  Danionis  aatem  sub  penoaa  Me 
iiUelii{ritur  Carolus  Deodatiis  ex  urbe  lletruriae  Loca  paterao' 
fenere  ortundus,  cwtera  Anglus;  inffeuk),  doctriiia,  claiiMi- 
misque  ueteria  virtutibus,  dutu  viveret,  juvenls  egrei^us. 

HiMXRiOKS  nympbse  (nam  vos  et  Daphnin  et  Hylaa, 
Et  plorata  din  meministis  fata  Bionis) 
Dicite  Sicelicum .Thamesina  per  oppida  carmen: 
Qnas  miser  effudit  voces,  quae  murmura  Thyrsis, 
Et  quibus  assidiiSs  exercuit  antra  querelis,  5 

V  Fluminaque,  fontesque  vagos,  nemorumque  receasur; 

■Dum  sibi  pneruptum  queritur  Damona,  neque  altam 
Luctibus  exemit  noctem  loca  sola  pererrans. 
Et  jam  bis  viridi  surgebat  culmus  arista, 
Et  totidem  flavas  numerabant  borrea  messes,  10 

Ex  quo  summa  dies  tulerat  Damona  sub  umbras. 
Nee  dum  aderat  Thyrsis;  pastorem  scilicet  ilium 
Dulcis  amor  Musse  Thusca  retinebat  in  urbe. 
Ast  ubi  mens  expleta  domum,  pecorisque  relicti 
Cura  vocat,  simul  assuet&  seditque  sub  ulmo,  li 

Turn  verd  amissum  tum  denique  sentit  amicumy 
Coepit  et  immensum  sic  exonerare  dolorem. 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agnL. 
Hei  mihi  I  quss  terris,  quae  dicam  uumina  coelo, 
Postquam  te  immiti  rapuerunt  funere,  Damon  I      M 
Siccine  nos  linqois,  tua  sic  sine  nomine  virtus 
Ibit,  et  obtcmis  numero  aociabitur  mnbrisf 
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At  non  illej  animas  virgft  qui  diridit  aureA, 
Ista  velit,  dig^umque  tni  te  ducat  in  agmen, 
Ig^aramqae  procul  pecus  arceat  oinne  silentum.    M 

Ite  domtun  impasti,  domino  jam  nou  vacat,  mgnL 
Qiiicquid  erit,  certi  nisi  me  lupus  anti  videbit, 
Indeplorato  non  conxminuere  sepulchro, 
Constabitque  tuus  tibi  honos,  long^umque  vigebit 
Inter  pastores :  Illi  tibi  Tota  secundo  M 

Solvere  post  Daphnin,  post  Daphnin  dicere  laudes 
Oandebnnt,  dum  rura  Pales,  dum  Faunus  amabit : 
Si  quid  id  est,  priscamque  fidem  coluisse,  piiimquef 
Palladi4aque  artest  socii^mque  habuisse  canorum. 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni.  35 
Haec  tibi  certa  manent,tibi  erunt  heec  pnemia,  Damon, 
At  mibi  quid  tandem  fiet  mod6?  quis  mihi  fidus 
Harebit  lateri  comes,  ut  tu  sepe  solebas 
Frigoribus  duris,  et  per  loca  foeta  pruinis, 
Aut  rapido  mab  sole,  siti  morientibns  herbis?  40 

SiTe  opus  in  magnos  fuit  eminiks  ire  leoues, 
Aut  avidos  terrere  lupos  prsesepibus  altis 
Quia  fando  sopire  diem,  cantuque  solebit  1 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
Pectora  cui  credam  T  quis  me  Icnire  docebit  45 

Mordacea  curas,  quis  longam  fall  ere  noctem 
Dulcibos  alloquiis,  gprato  cAm  sibilat  iju^ii 
MoUe  pyrum,  et  nucibus  strepitat  focus,  et  mains 
BCiscet  nu'^ta  foris,  et  desuper  intonat  ulmoT  [auster 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni.  50 
Aut  aestate,  dies  medio  dum  vertitur  axe. 
Cum  Pan  sesculea  somnum  capit  abditus  umbrA, 
Et  repetunt  sub  aquis  sibi  nota  sedilia  nymphe, 
Pastoresque  latent,  sterttt  sub  sepe  colonus ; 
Quis  mihi  blauditiasque  tuas,  quis  tum  mihi  risus,  55 
Cecropiosq*ie  sales  referet,  cultosque  lepores? 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vaeat,  agni. 
At  jam  solus  agros,  jam  pascua  solus  oberro, 
Sicttbi  ramosae  densantur  vallibus  ambr» ; 
Hie  serum  expecto ;  supra  caput  imber  et  Enms    00 
Triste  soniuit,  fractseque  agitata  crepuscula  sylrse. 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
Heu,  qoair  culta  mihi  prii^  arra  procacibus  herbia 
InyolTuntnr,  et  ipsa  situ  seges  alta  fatisoitl 
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Innuba  ne^cto  marceacit  et  uva  racemo»  OS 

Nee  myrteta  juvant ;  oviom  quoque  tsedet,  at  ill» 
Moerentt  inqiae  saam  convetunt  ora  inag:i8trum. 

Ito  domam  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
Titynu  ad  corykM  vocat,  Alphesiboeus  ad  omo8. 
Ad  salices  Aegon,  ad  flumina  pulcher  Amyntas,     70 
'  Htc  gelidi  fonteSf  hto  Ulita  gramina  musco, 
HIc  Zephiri*  htc  pUcidM  interatrepit  arbutos  ondas  ;*' 
Iflta  canunt  svrdo,  frutices  ego  nactus  abibam. 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
MopsuB  ad  hsc,  nam  me  redeuntem  forte  notftrat,  7J 
Et  callebat  avium  linguas,  et  aidera  MopsoA) 
Thyrsi  quid  hoc  1  dixit,  quae  te  coquit  improba  bilia  t 
Aut  te  perdit  amor,  aut  te  mali  fascinat  astrum, 
Batumi  grave  seepe  fuit  pastoribus  astmm, 
Intimaque  obliquo  fig^t  pnecordia  plumbo.  80 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
Mfarantur  nymphas,  et  quid  te,  Thyrtd,  futuram  est  T 
Quid  tibi  vis  1  aiunt,  non  bare  sole!  esse  juventn 
Nabila  frons,  oculique  truced,  vultusque  severi. 
Ilia  choTOS,  lususque  leves,  et  semper  amorem        00 
Jure  petit,  bis  ille  miser  qui  serus  amavit. 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
Yenit  Hyas,  Dryop^que,  et  filia  Baucidis  Aegle 
Docta  modos,  cithareeque  sciens,  sed  perdita  fastu, 
Yenit  Idumanii  Chlorus  vicina  fluenti ;  90 

Nil  me  blanditier,  nil  me  solantia  verba. 
Nil  me,  si  quid  adest,  movet,  aut  spes  ulla  futori. 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domiuo  jam  non  vacat,  agni* 
Hei  mihi,  quam  similes  ludunt  per  prata  juvenci, 
Omnes  unanimi  secum  sibi  lege  sodales  1  99 

Nee  magis  hunc  alio  quisquam  secemit  amicum 
De  grege,  si  densi  veniunt  ad  pabula  thoes, 
Inque  vicem  hirsuti  paribus  junguntur  onag^ ; 
Lex  eadem  pelag^,  deserto  in  littore  Proteus 
Agmina  phucarum  numerat,  vilisque  volucrum     ICC 
Passer  habet  semper  quicum  sit,  et  omnia  circuio 
Farra  libens  volitet,  Rer6  sua  tecta  revisens. 
Quern  si  sors  letho  objecit,  sua  milvus  adunoo 
Fata  tulit  rostro,  seu  stravit  arundine  fossor, 
Fiatinus  ille  alium  socio  petit  inde  volatu.  XOS 

Nos  danun  ffenus,  et  diris  exercita  fads 
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GcDf  kooiiikes,  aliena  animis,  et  pectore  dbtfora  * 
Vix  siM  qoiaque  paren  de  millibas  inTemt  tmoiB ; 
Aut  si  ton  dederit  tandem  non  aspera  votis, 
lUum  inopina  dies  qa4  non  speraveriB  hori  IM 

Svrripit,  ctemum  liaqnens  in  saecnla  damnuuk 

Ite  domom  impasti,  domino  jam  naa  Tacat,  agni. 
Hen  qnis  me  ignotas  traxit  Tagus  error  in  oraa 
Ire  per  aAreas  mpes,  Alpemqve  nivosam  I 
Eeqoid  erat  tanti  Romam  vidisse  sepultam,  111 

(Qoamyie  ilia  foret,  qoalem  dam  viaeret  olimt 
Titjnrns  ipse  cuas  ec  ores  et  rura  reliquit ;) 
Ut  ta  tarn  dalci  possem  caroisse  sodale, 
Poflsem  tot  maria  alta,  tot  interponere  montes 
Tot  sylras,  tot  saxa  tibi,  fluTiosque  sonantesi        19t 
Ah  certft  extremikm  licuisset  taugere  dextram, 
Et  bene  oompositos  placid6  morientis  ocellos, 
Et  dixisse  '  Vale,  nostri  memor  ibis  ad  astrt ' 

Ite  domiun  impasti,  domino  jam  non  Tacat,  agni* 
Qoamqnam  etiam  vestri  nnnquam  meminissepigebitt 
Pastores  Tbiuci,  Musis  operata  javentus,  ISI 

Hie  Chans,  atque  Lepos ;  et  Thuscus  ta  quoque  Damon 
Antiqui  genns  undo  petis  Lucumonis  ab  nrbe. 
O  ego  quantos  eram,  gelidi  cum  stratus  ad  Ami 
Marmara,  populeumque  nemus,  qu4  m<dliAr  herba, 
Carpere  none  violas,  nunc  summas  carpere  myrtoa» 
Bt  potai  Lydda  certantem  aodire  Menalcam, 
Ipae  etiam  tentare  ausos  sum,  nee  puto  multAm 
Displicoi,  nam  sunt  et  apod  me  munera  restra 
FisoellK,  calathique,  et  cerea  yincla  cicutan :  1S8 

Qain  et  nostra  suas  docuerunt  nomina  fagoa 
Et  Datis,  et  Francinas,  erant  et  vocibus  ambo 
Bt  stodiis  noti,  Lydoram  sang^uinis  ambo. 

Ite  domom  impasti,  domino  jam  non  Tacat,  agni. 
Hkc  mihi  tum  heto  dictabat  roscida  lona,  IM 

Dnm  solos  teneroe  dandebam  cratibus  hoedoa. 
Ah  qooties  dixi,  cam  te  cinis  ater  habebat. 
Mane  canit,  aat  lepori  nunc  tendit  retia  ^^unon, 
Yimina  none  texit,  rarios  sibi  quod  sit  in  usual 
Bt  qtuB  tnm  fiidli  qperabam  mente  fntara  I4B 

Arr^gai  Toto  leris,  et  pnesenta  finxi. 
Hens  bone  nomquid  agist  nisi  te  quid  forte  ratardali 
Imnsf  ft  argotA  paolum  reoibamas  in  «anlNra» 
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Aat  ad  aquas  Golni,  aut  nbi  jugera  Caseibelatmit 
Ttt  mihi  percurres  medicos,  tua  ipraioina  succos*  IfiO 
HeUefmrimque,  humilteque  crocos,  foliumque 

hyacinthi. 
Qnasqiu  habef  ista  paloa  herbas,  artesque  medentAiDf 
Ah  pereitnt  herbe,  pereant  artesque  medentAm, 
Gramina,  ^ostquam  ipsi  nil  profecere  matpstro. 
Ipse  etiam,  nam  nescio  quid  mihi  prande  sonabat 
Fistula,  ab  ubdecima  jam  lux  est  altera  noctej     ISb 
Et  turn  forte  novis  admdram  labra  cicutis, 
Dissiluere  tamen  rupta  compage,  nee  ultra 
Ferre  graves  potuerc  sonos,  dubito  quoque  ne  sim 
Torgidulus,  tamen  et  referam,  vos  cedtte  sylvee.    160 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  .Sam  non  vacat.  agni- 
Ipse  ego  Dardanias  Rutupina  per  asquora  puppes 
Dicam,  et  Pandrasidos  reg^num  yetus  Inogenia?* 
Brennikmque  Arvigarumque  duces,  priscumquia 

Belinum, 
Kt  tandeui  Armoricos  Britonum  sub  lege  colonoir ; 
Tom  gravidam  Arturo  fatali  fraude  Ibgemen,       IM 
Mendaces  Tultiu,  assumptaque  Gorlois  arma, 
Morlini  dolas.    0  mihi  turn  si  vita  supersit, 
Tn  procul  annosa  pendebis  fistula  pinu 
Multdm  oblita  mihi ;  aut  patriis  mutata  Camoenif  170 
Brittonicum  strides,  q^id  enim  1  omnia  uon  licet  uni 
Non  spers&se  uni  licet  omnia,  mi  satis  ample 
Merces,  et  mihi  grande  decxis  (sim  iipiotus  in  tevnm 
Tnm  licet*  extemo  penitusque  iiiglorius  orbi) 
Si  me  flara  comas  legat  Usa,  et  potor  Alauni,        17S 
Yorticibnsque  frequeus  Abra,  et  nemus  omne  TreantSBf 
Et  Thamesis  mens  ante  omnes,  et  fusca  metallis 
Tamara,  et  extremis  me  discaiit  Orcades  undis. 

Ite  domum  impasti,  domino  jam  non  vacat,  agni. 
Hsec  tibi  senrabam  lent&  sub  cortice  lauri,  180 

Hec,  et  plura  simul ;  tum  quae  mihi  pocula  Mansus, 
Mansus  Chalcidicse  non  ultima  gloria  ripae, 
Bina  dedit,  mirum  artis  opus,  rairandus  et  ipse, 
Et  circum  g^mino  caelaverat  argumento : 
}n  medio  rubri  maris  unda,  et  odoriferum  Ter,     185 
Littora  longa  Arabum,  et  sudantes  balsama  sylvae^ 
Has  inter  Phoenix  divina  avis,  unica  terris, 
Gasmledm  fulgens  dirersicoloribus  alls. 
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Anroram  vitreis  surgentem  renpicit  nndis ;  180 

Parte  alia  polos  omnipatens,  et  magnos  Olympiu : 
Quia  putetT    bic  quoque  Amor,  pictseque  in  nube 

pharetrae, 
Anna  corusca  faces,  et  spicula  tincta  pyropo ; 
Nee  tennes  animas,  pectusque  ignobili  rulgi 
Hinc  ferit,  ad  circAm  fianunantia  lumina  torquena 
Semper  in  erectom  spargit  sua  tella  per  orbes       10ft 
Impig^r,  et  pronos  nunquam  collimat  ad  ictus. 
Hinc  mentes  ardere  sacrae,  formeque  deorum. 

Tu  quoque  iu  his,  uec  me  fallit  spes  lubrica,  Damon« 
Tu  quoque  in  his  certd  es,  nam  qud  tua  dulcis  abiret 
Sanctaque  simplicitas,  nam  qu6  tua  Candida  Tirtus  1 
Nee  te  Lethso  fas  quesivisse  sub  orco,  901 

Nee  tibi  conveniunt  lacrymsB,  nee  flebimus  ultri, 
Ite  procul  lacrymse,  purum  colit  ifcthera  Damon, 
^thera  purus  habet,  plurium  pede  repulit  arcum ; 
Heroiimque  animas  inter,  div6sque  perennes,       ibft 
.^BtbereoB  haunt  latices  et  g^udia  potat 
^  Ore  sacro.    Quin  tu,  coeli  post  jura  recepta, 

l>exter  ades,  placid(isque  fave  quicunque  Tocaris* 
Seu  tu  noster  eris  Damon,  sive  equior  audis 
Diodotus,  quo  te  divino  nomine  cuncti  SIO 

Coelioole  nArint,  sylvisque  Tocabere  Damon : 
Qu6d  tibi  porpureus  pudor,  et  sine  labe  jurentofl 
Grata  fait,  quod  nulla  tori  libata  volnptas, 
En  etiam  tibi  virginei  serrantur  honores ; 
Ipse  caput  nitidum  cinctus  rutilante  corona.         Sit 
LtetAque  frondentis  gestana  ombracula  palmc, 
iEtemum  perag^  immortales  hymenasoe ; 
Cantus  ubi,  ehoreisque  furit  lyra  mista  beatiSr 
Festa  Sionaeo  bacchantnr  et  Orgi*  ThyfBO, 
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Atf  loAiniBv  RovsiuM  OxmUnsit  Aeademkt 
BlbUothecarium, 

(Jan.  S3,  1640.) 

Pa  Hhro  Poematlua  ■■Iwo,  quem  ille  filil  deauo  mittl  peif^ 
halt  at  caai  aUk  noMilt  ia  AblioUieca  pubttca  repooent. 


Sttropke  1. 

Gbmellb  culta  aixnplici  gaudens  li1>er» 

Fronde  licet  gemini,  ^ 

Munditi^ue  nitens  non  operoai, 

Quam  manaa  attulit 

Jarenilia  olim,  f 

Sedula  tamen  baud  nimii  poeta ; 

Dum  vagrna  Ausoiiias  nunc  per  umbras. 

Nunc  Britannica  per  vireta  luait 

Inaona  populi,  barbit6que  deviua 

Indulait  patrio,  mox  itidem  pectine  Danaio  Ut 

Longinquum  intonuit  meloa 

Yiciniaj  et  humum  vix  tetigit  pede : 

AntUtrophe. 

Quia  te,  parre  liber,  quia  te  firatribua 

Subduxit  reliqois  dolot 

Cmn  tu  miaaua  ab  urbe,  IS 

Docto  jugiter  obaecraii.«  amico 

lUuatre  tendebaa  iter 

Thameaia  ad  incunabula 

Cerulei  patria, 

Fontea  ubi  limpid!  SO 

Aouidum,  tbyaauaqne  aacer, 

Orbi  notua  per  immensoa 

Temponnn  lapaua  redeunte  coelo, 

Celaberque  futurua  in  aovum  f 

Strophe  2, 

Mod6  quia  deua,  aut  editua  deo,  9k 

Priatinam  gentia  miaeratua  indolem, 

(Si  aatia  noxaa  luimua  priorea, 

Mollique  luxu  degener  otium) 

Tollat  nefandoa  civium  tumultua, 

Almaque  revocet  atudia  sanctuay  M 


// 
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Et  releg^tas  mne  sede  Musas 

Jam  peui  totia  finibus  Angligen^ia  | 

Immundasque  volucres 

Uoguibus  imminentes  M 

Figat  ApoUinea  pharetrA,  {gmaho, 

Phiniamque  abigat  peatem  prooul  arnna  Pa- 

Antistrophe. 

Quin  ta,  libelle,  nuncii  licet  malft 

Fide.  Tel  o8citanti&, 

Semel  erraveris  agnniBe  fratrum. 

Sea  qui*  te  teneat  specus,  40 

Seu  qua  te  latebra,  foraan  unde  Tili 

Callo  teriris  institoris  insulni, 

Lwtare  felix,  en  iterum  tibi 

Spes  nova  fulget  posse  profundam 

Fugere  Lethen,  vehique  flu]>eram  4S 

In  Joris  aulam  remige  pennA : 

Strophe  3. 

Nam  te  Roflsius  sui 

Optat  peculi,  numer6qae  justo 

Sibi  pollicitttm  queritur  abesse^ 

Bi^ataqae  venias  ille»  cuius  inclyta  M 

Sunt  data  virum  monumenta  cune : 

Teque  adytis  etiam  sacris 

Voluit  reponi,  quibus  et  ipse  pnesidtt 

^temorum  operum  custos  fidelis, 

Quaestorque  gazss  nobilioris,  Of 

Quim  ciii  pnefuit  Idn 

Clarus  Erechtheides 

Opolenta  dei  per  templa  parentis 

Fulvosque  tripodas,  donaque  Delphicfty 

Ion  ActaeA  genitus  CreusA.  00 

AntUtro]^, 

Ergo  tu  risere  lucos 

If  osarum  ibis  amosnos, 

Diamque  Phoebi  rursus  ibis  in  domorn, 

Oxonia  quara  yalle  colit, 

Delo  posthabitA,  09 

Bifid^ue  Pamaaai  juffo : 


POEM^T^. 

Ibto  iionestust 

Postquaai  efTBgiam  tu  qooque  ftortem 
'  Nactus  abb*  dtnctri  prace  aoIlicitatBS  MBleL 
lUic  legeris  inter  alta  nomina  fO 

AiitlMimm,  GraisB  aiBiil  et  LaCiiui 
Aatiqaa  geatis  himiaa«  et  Tema 


Yoe  tandem  hand  Tacui  nei  laberea, 

Qaioquid  hoc  sterile  fiidit  ingenium. 

Jam  serA  placidam  sperare  jobeo  7d 

Perfunctam  invidi*  requiem,  sedeiqae  beatae, 

QwM  bonus  Hermes 

Et  tutela  daVit  sdlers  Roilsi,  [longd 

Quo  neqne  lingua  procax  Tulgi  penetrabit*  atque 

Tnrba  legentmn  panra  facesset;  80 

At  ultimi  nepotes, 

Et  cordatior  «tas 

Judicia  rebns  sequiora  forsitan 

Adhibebit,  integro  sinn. 

Tun,  liTore  sepulto,  8ff 

Si  quid  meremur  sana  posteritas  8ciet» 

Kofisio  favente. 

Ode  tribus  constat  Stropkis,  totidemque  Antistro* 
phis,  unA  demum  Epodo  clausis,  quas,  tametsi  omnea 
nee  Tersaom  numero,  nee  certis  ubique  colis  exacts 
respondeant,  ita  tamen  secuimos,  commodA  leg^endi 
potitef  qn&m  ad  antiques  concinendi  modos  rationem 
■peetantes.  Alioquin  hoc  genus  rectiAs  fortasse  did 
monsttophicum  debuerat.  Metra  parti  m  sunt  «otA 
wxtviv,  partim  utroktXvyutva.  Phaleucia  qua  sunt 
SpiondKum  tertio  loco  bis  admittunt»  quod  idem  in 
secuudo  iooo  Catallus  ad  libitum  fecit 


f«B  mo* 
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